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Juniors win big at National History Day
Hannah Wong

News Editor

If it had been their decision, current 
juniors Creed King and Kate Powell may 
never have advanced past the district lev-
el of history fair. 

“Neither of us wanted to move on,” 
King said. 

“We just didn’t have time for it—we 
were both so busy.”

King works at Novey Animal Hos-
pital and Powell is a player on the Leon 
varsity volleyball team. Their extracur-
ricular activities left little time for con-
tinuing their history fair project. 

Nevertheless, several months later, 
the two students found themselves re-
ceiving first place in the Senior Group 
Exhibit category at the National History 
Day Award Ceremony. 

King and Powell’s project is entitled, 
“Law, Not War: Benjamin Ferencz’s 
Lifelong Stand on Peace Through Jus-
tice.”

Ferencz, a 97-year-old man, is the 
last prosecuting lawyer alive from the 
Nuremberg war-crime trials. He helped 

convict 22 Nazis of murder after World 
War II in the famous Einsatzgruppen 
case of 1947.

King and Powell heard Ferencz be-
ing interviewed on National Public Radio 
while they were riding in a car together. 

After some research, they figured out 
that he lived in Florida and would make 
a strong primary source for their history 
fair project.

The two students had been history 
fair partners since sixth grade at Fairview 

Middle School. They had performed im-
pressively at previous Florida History 
Day and National History Day competi-
tions, with an eighth place finish at the 
national level in eighth grade. 

Their previous topics were all sci-
entific, such as the eradication of hook-
worm in the American south. Both girls 
have a strong interest in medicine and 
other fields of science.

Powell says they often pulled topics 
from obscure articles or references in sci-
ence classes. 

“It’s like a treasure hunt—you’re 
digging through the internet and you find 
a good contact, and you follow it from 
there,” Powell said. 

“Sometimes obscure topics have 
a profound impact that no one knows 
about.”

Powell said that the Ferencz project 
isn’t their favorite project so far, but after 
completing the process and uncovering 
so much information, she appreciates the 
significance of it. 

Lions United class hits all the right notes
Will Bullen

Sports Editor

Many students 
and faculty may re-
member the Lions 
United concert at the 
end of last year. Now, 
in the second year of 
the program, the class 
has not missed a beat. 

In the fifth-period 
class, taught by Lee 
Commander, the stu-
dents are given the 
opportunity to play 
instruments, dance, 
create their own music 
and even learn music theory. 

After hearing all the positive feed-
back from the show last year, Command-
er and his students are excited to make 
this year’s show bigger and better. 

However, this class is more than just 
a show. It is an outlet of expression for 
these students. 

It is also an experience that they 
wouldn’t get to have by simply being in a 
regular classroom and, for some, it is the 
first serious musical exposure that they 
have had. 

“I like singing and dancing,” junior 
Travis O’Neil said. “I really like Shake it 
Off [by Taylor Swift.]”  

The class involves most of the Lions 
United Community Based Instruction  
students, and it is designed to help  those 

in need of instruction in functional and 
daily living skills. 

Additionally, the class has general 
population students who interact and 
help out during the school day. 

The concert and the class are both 
ways for the general population at Leon 
to learn about, appreciate and accept 
these exceptional kids into the Leon fam-
ily.

“They get to have exposure to a dif-
ferent type of class,” CBI teacher Scott 
Evans said. 

“They get to interact with the typical 
peers, and, of course, they get to learn 
music and dance.” 

The class is a part of an initiative 
over the past few years to continually 
integrate the Lions United students into 

the larger school 
community. 

Now, the 
class has many 
student volun-
teers with them 
throughout the 
day who provide 
help and friend-
ship to this part 
of the Leon fam-
ily.  

The class’s 
main focus is to 
learn music and 
get ready for the 
concert at the end 
of the year. 

Although Commander hopes to per-
form with other ensembles at Leon, he 
makes sure that the spotlight is on the 
students in the Lions United class. 

Currently, the class is working on 
percussion techniques, dancing and us-
ing an iPad application that relates pitch-
es to colors and numbers. 

These instruments are helping the 
kids to learn music and provide a thera-
peutic way to express themselves. 

This class gives exceptional students 
at Leon a way to learn, express them-
selves and have an opportunity they 
wouldn’t normally have access to.   

“This class gives them a place and a 
purpose,” Commander said.

 “They have a musical outlet they can 
be a part of and be proud of.”

The Student Government Associa-
tion is changing the way elections will 
be held at Leon, as they make the shift 
from paper ballots to electronic voting. 

All future elections will be held on 
Voting 4 Schools, a website that will al-
low the school to count and manage the 
votes more efficiently.

The only election that won’t be held 
online will be the student body, as they 
will be counted by a machine. 

Homecoming elections have been 
held online and other, smaller elections 
will be online as well.

“It’s easier,” Student Body Vice 
President Ahmad Daraldik said. “And 
we don’t waste paper anymore.

“We’ve been wasting so much paper 
every year by making all of the ballots. 
If a runoff election happens you’ll have 
to get more paper. Now, people can vote 
online.”

The website is available as an appli-
cation, so it is accessible from student’s 
cell phones. 

Additionally, for people who don’t 
have access to internet, the website is 
accessible from school computers so 
everyone can vote.  

“The system only gives you one 

Leah Mazur
Features Editor

Online elections: an 
experiment for new 
voting techniques

Please see ELECTIONS, page 12

Please see HISTORY, page 4

Aleah Lynn
Members of the Lions United class will perform another musical show this year.

photo courtesy of Kate Powell
Juniors Creed King (middle left) and Kate Powell (middle right) pictured with Morgan Szyman-
ski (far left), a Florida NHD coordinator, and an NHD representative (far right).
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Volunteers should think locally first
Caroline Sipple
Editor-in-Chief

Someone goes on a mission trip 
to a third world country, and several 
social media posts follow about how 
life changing the experience was. This 
is a pattern that I, and many others, are 
familiar with.

“I am now so grateful for what I 
have,” it may read. Or maybe, “these 
children changed my life. I am so 
blessed to have been able to participate 
in this trip.”

This is the “voluntourism” industry, 
where students go abroad to both volun-
teer and tour impoverished countries.

According to Nancy Gard McGehee, 
who is an expert on sustainable tourism 
at Virginia Tech, $2 billion is spent on 
these trips a year.

Don’t get me wrong, people who 
go on mission trips usually have the 
absolute best intentions. Until recently, 
I felt the exact same way about them, as 
many proponents of these trips probably 
do. I greatly admired everyone who had 
been on one, and even hoped to partici-
pate in one myself in the future. 

It wasn’t until I stumbled across a 
tweet linking an article regarding the 
effects these trips can have that I started 
to rethink my stance.

“What? This person is crazy,” and 
“What could possibly be wrong with 
helping underdeveloped nations?” were 
my honest thoughts before I took time 
to think about what the article was say-
ing.

The problem is the lack of education 
on what these trips entail, and the ef-
fects they can have. If not done prop-
erly, these trips can even do more harm 
than good.

These trips can reinforce the so-
called “savior complex.” Essentially, 
this is when privileged people think it 
is their duty to save underprivileged 
people. 

As said in Nicole Howley’s editori-
al, The Savior Complex and Voluntour-
ism, “viewing oneself as a ‘savior’ can 
lead to seeing the people being ‘saved’ 
as lesser than you, helpless and in need 
of assistance from the middle class, 
educated American.”

 The cycle of dependency that is 
sometimes created is one of the most 
serious downfalls of mission trips. No 
long-term change will ever happen in a 
country if the people believe that they 
are somehow less capable than privi-
leged people.

 Mission trips should seek to em-
power people. To help accomplish this, 
doing things with locals rather than for 

them is important.
 Picking a good organization that is 

seeking to change things long-term in 
the country, rather than enable it, is a 
good way to avoid creating dependency 
within a country.

 It is important to remember when 
participating in these trips that even if 
you do feel like you’re helping, it is 
not enough to pull the country out of 
poverty.

 Poverty is very complex, and will 
not be solved overnight. A variety of 
factors contribute to it, such as the 
history of colonialism, disease, lack of 
education and political corruption.

 If you are actually looking to make 
a long-term change in the lives of 
people in these underdeveloped nations, 
rethinking your presence there might be 
the best way to accomplish this.

According to Robert Lupton, in his 
book Toxic Charity, mission teams from 
the United States who went to rebuild 
homes in Honduras after Hurricane 
Mitch spent $30,000 on each home, 
when locals could have built the same 
home for $3,000.

If this money was redistributed to 
reputable organizations, or donated di-
rectly to the community, more long-term 
changes could occur while also letting 
locals keep their jobs.

Donating the money you would 
spend on the trip to a reputable orga-
nization that sends professionals, such 
as doctors, would be much more ben-
eficial as disease can be a major factor 
associated with poverty.  Doctors in 
these regions help the country develop 
positively over time.

Some people may approach these 
trips from a religious standpoint. How-
ever, going to the country solely to 
spread Christianity has its own problems 
in relation to the “savior complex.” 

If you look at it in the context of his-
tory, it is problematic.  

 When Europeans began to colonize 
Africa in the 19th century, they saw it 
as a way to make money and fix their 
economic problems. 

Although this was their main mo-

tivation, Christianity was a factor that 
motivated colonization. They viewed 
Africans as, and everything they be-
lieved, to be uncivilized. They saw 
Christianity as something that could 
“fix” the Africans.

 In history class, we’re taught that 
this was a bad thing. In fact, morally, we 
know this was a bad thing. No one has 
any right to tell someone their beliefs 
are wrong.

 If you think about this in the mod-
ern context of mission trips, they aren’t 
really that different than what the Euro-
peans were trying to accomplish.

 I know that many people who go 
on mission trips do not have the same 
intentions or morals as the 19th century 
Europeans, but the effect of the trips can 
be similar. They can promote the idea 
that the western way of doing things is 
the “right” way, or something that can 
“save” these countries.

 If you are actually interested in 
making a substantial difference in some-
one’s life, starting locally may be the 
way to go.

 According to the 2013 Census, there 
are 1,000 homeless people in Tallahas-
see.

Just because local homeless people 
may not make for as good of an Insta-
gram post as African children, doesn’t 
mean they don’t need help too. 

A simple donation to the homeless 
shelter of clean sheets, towels, clothes or 
food can go a long way.

I know this doesn’t sound as good 
on paper as traveling to a foreign 
country, and you may not have as many 
bragging rights among your friends, but 
it arguably will make much more of a 
difference.

Additionally, in light of recent 
events such as Hurricane Harvey and 
Hurricane Irma, many families would 
appreciate donations to charities in the 
United States.

These are instances where things 
such as food, clothes and shoes are not 
only appreciated, but also needed.

Something I want everyone to 
understand is that I don’t think mis-
sion trips are all bad. If you have been 
on one, I applaud you for being selfless 
enough to do it. I even believe that they 
are beneficial to some teenagers, and 
give them a new perspective on privi-
lege and poverty.

I simply feel that before going on 
one, teenagers should think long and 
hard about the actual reason they are go-
ing, and the organization they are going 
with. If these things happen, I believe 
positive changes will follow.

“Just because local 
homeless people may 
not make for as good 
of an Instagram post 
as African children, 
doesn’t mean they 

don’t need help too.”

CANCER WEEK
Oct. 2-13

POKER RUN
Oct. 7

TEACHER PLANNING DAY
Oct. 13

ROCKTOBERFEST
Oct. 25

CANCER PEP RALLY 
Oct. 27

Dear Editor, 
I was wondering if in the news-

paper there will be more stories 
relating to real world events like 
the Dreamers issues and problems 
with immigration. I am aware that as 
the newspaper for Leon High, your 
team wants to provide the most in 
depth reports on what is happening 
at the school, “covering your own 
backyard” so to say. However, as 
teens growing up and entering into 
the world, shouldn’t we be exposed 
to the news in a media everyone is 
guaranteed to have access to, writ-
ten in a way teenagers can under-
stand? Not everyone has a TV or 
laptop, you know.

- Jaqueline Cruz

Dear Editor,
I am curious where all the funds 

from extra-curricular activities go 
to. They make it so expensive to get 
into sports games such as volley-
ball and football. Where is all that 
money going to? All I do at the 
games is sit and watch for $6. Not 
to mention the extra costs of drinks 
and snacks during the game. We 
also have to pay $20 per person to 
stand in the gym for a few hours. I 
know money is needed for food and 
decorations, but so many people 
come to those events. There should 
be extra money after all those costs 
are paid. Where do they go to?

- Caroline Keenan 
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Christna Hoffman
News Editor

You’re ‘mission’ the point
When you ask someone what comes 

to mind when they think of a mission 
trip, they might tell you the trip is just 
an excuse to take a vacation to an exotic 
place.

What they don’t see, or choose to 
ignore, are the Christians who are help-
ing those who need it most.

A Google search will support this, 
as thousands of images portraying 
Christians spreading the word of God 
appear with the simple search of “mis-
sion trip.”

Many people believe that the 
purpose of a mission trip is to spread 
Christianity, and it is perceived to be an 
altruistic pursuit. 

However, the reputation of mission 
trips has been tainted over the years.

Some people believe that mission 
trips are useless.

They believe that missionaries are 
not, in fact, helping others, but making 
it worse. 

Prior to this year, I had never heard 
anyone say anything negative about 
mission trips. 

I soon discovered that there were 
tons of people who share the same opin-
ion - mission trips are just short term 
fulfillment trips. 

Sure, short term fulfillment to God. 
A major tenet of Christianity is to 

spread the word of God to as many 
people as possible. 

Matthew 28:19 states “Go make 
disciples of all nations.”

 So missionaries travel to other 
countries to share the gospel because 
those areas have not yet been reached. 

Unfortunately, many people now 
believe that people who go on mission 
trips are participating in “voluntour-
ism,” which is another way to say they 
are going on a vacation while volunteer-
ing. 

Personally, my ideal vacation does 
not include paying money to travel 
across the globe to an underdeveloped 
country so I can do manual labor. 

Of course, some people use them 
as an excuse to go on adventurous 
excursions, but the majority of people 
who participate in mission trips do so 
because they have a passion to serve. 

Going on a mission trip is not a 
vacation. 

According to Dr. Robert Priest, 
missiology professor at Trinity Evan-
gelical Divinity School, $2 billion are 
spent a year on short term mission 

trips.  
Many who oppose these trips sug-

gest donating the money that could be 
spent on mission trips directly to non-
profit organizations that would fund 
development projects. 

It is preposterous to believe that the 
point of a mission trip is to throw money 
at underdeveloped countries. 

The point is to deliver Jesus’ mes-
sage. 

The trust, compassion and com-
mitment it takes is not possible to gain 
through donating money. 

This must be done on a personal 
level. 

Many will argue that those that 
participate in mission trips do so, so they 
feel like they’re making a difference.

The truth is — they have. 
They introduced someone to Jesus. 

Now, those they share the gospel with 
can open their eyes to a new freedom 
and a new way of life. 

I’m not saying that the missionary  is 
a “white-savior of the west.” 

I’m simply acknowledging the fact 
that sharing the message and wonder 
of Jesus with just one person can truly 
make a difference. 

Some people believe that instead of 
founding long-lasting relationships, the 
short lived visits often have a negative 
impact on the people living there.

To me, it seems like a hasty general-
ization to stake the claim that long-term 
relationships are not built by short term 
mission trips. 

Many people are so inspired by their 
experiences through mission trips that 
they dedicate their life to continuing 
these missions. 

Brittany Underwood founded the 
Akola Project, an organization that pro-
vides jobs to mothers in remote villages 
in Uganda.

Photo courtesy of Google Images
Mission trips spread Christianity, establish long-term relationships and show others compassion. 

Underwood was a sophomore in col-
lege when she took her first mission trip 
to Uganda. 

It took one trip for her to realize her 
passion for serving as a missionary. 

Others, like Underwood, have estab-
lished relationships that last years due to 
their short term mission.

Many people criticize mission trips 
by pointing out the people right in front 
of them that need help.

There are people who need help ev-
erywhere. Being altruistic isn’t exclusive 
to your own country. 

Helping people is a universal act.
There are people millions of miles 

away that also have to be reached. 
There are people in underdeveloped 

countries that have never heard the word 
“Jesus.”

There are people who have never 
known the grace of God. 

 Just as there are those who serve 
others near their own homes, there are 
those who serve others far away.

Mission trips are not useless. They 
are not vacations. 

They are not exacerbating the prob-
lems in the countries they visit. 

Being a missionary is a selfless role, 
as they provide compassion and care to 
people they have just met. 

They dedicate themselves to their 
faith, and I would be proud to help oth-
ers find the happiness I have. 

“There are 
people who 

need help ev-
erywhere. Be-
ing altruistic 

isn’t exclusive 
to your own 
country. “



News4 September 2017 The Leon High Life

Anchored to change
Chambers Miller

Editorial Editor

Anchor has changed it’s acceptance 
policy for the current school year to al-
low freshman to join the club.

This is a change from previous 
years, when the club was accepting 
sophomores and upperclassmen. 

Anchor sponsor Susan Merlau said 
that the club has accepted freshmen in 
the hopes of boosting enrollment and 
membership. 

This year, the club accepted every 
student that applied.

Merlau believes that if freshmen join 
the club now they will be better trained 
and more familiar with Anchor as they 
move on to the next grade level.

Merlau has hopes to gain more 
members and more involvement with 
projects in the community. 

Anchor president Cynthia Patterson 
thinks that the freshmen members have 
a lot to offer.

“We are very accepting and cohe-
sive,” Patterson said. 

“So, rather than exclude the fresh-
man, we wanted them to join in and also 
give guys an outlet to get involved in 
Anchor Club.

“It will definitely help build up the 
club for future years because I think a 
lot of freshmen are looking for some-
thing to get really involved in.” 

 Merlau is also excited to see what 
the freshman bring, as she believes that 
freshman will be more flexible and able 
to give more time to the club.

The Homecoming Parade, scheduled 
for Sept. 21, would have been the first 
parade of its kind since 1999, but it was 
cancelled due to Hurricane Irma.

“Irma took four days away from 
clubs to prepare for the parade,” Student 
Body Vice President Ahmad Daraldik 
said. “When we have this parade, we 
want to give it our full effort.”

Dean of Students Mark Feely ap-
proached Daraldik at the end of last year 
with the idea that they could bring the 
parade back.

“It was really cool,” Feely said. “It 
was something the student body really 
enjoyed.

“The teachers could bring their kids 
to sit on the front lawn and the students 
could bring their younger siblings.”

The idea behind the rekindling of 
the parade was to increase attendance at 
Lion’s Lark, a show put on by Anchor 
Club.

“The plan was to get people to the 
parade which led right up to Lion’s 
Lark, minute by minute,” Student Body 
President Cameron Fink said. “Then we 
could have had more people at Lion’s 
Lark.”

The parade would have taken place 
on Thursday of Homecoming week. It 
was to be followed by Homecoming 
football game against Gateway High 
School of Kissimmee on Friday and the 
Homecoming dance on Saturday.

“As soon as the busses leave for the 
afternoon, the cars, trailers and floats 
would have appeared,” Feely said.

“ROTC would have led the parade 
and come around, at a walking speed, 
down the front lane. The floats would 
have come out the back and then around 
to the bus ramp, taken all their stuff 
down, placed it in the dumpster, and 
then have gone to Lion’s Lark.”

The parade would have been the 
same theme as Homecoming, which is 
South Beach, and the floats would have 
been based off an artist.

Daraldik was in charge of organiz-
ing the float designs and approving the 
designs that are brought to him.

Daraldik is also the Inter Club 
Council (ICC) president so he was in 
charge of communicating with the clubs, 
organizations and sports teams that 
would have been making the floats for 
the parade.

SGA was planning on sticking close 
to the Homecoming theme with its float.

“We wanted SGA’s theme to be 
Pitbull,” Fink said. “Nothing says South 
Beach like Pitbull.”

The head of the membership motiva-
tion committee, Shane Shively, was in 

 Although boys were accepted into 
Anchor last year, it is still a fairly new 
aspect of the club.

 “We didn’t push for them to join, 
so this year I want to really get them 
involved,” Merlau said. 

  She is not sure of what the boys 
will bring to Anchor, but Merlau is ex-
cited to have a new perspective.

Patterson has been working diligent-
ly to achieve the club’s goals. 

 “We want to serve the community,” 
Patterson said, “increase club member-
ship and participation, and have more 
social events to foster club unity.”

 Previously, Anchor has helped raise 
money for cancer fundraising and walks 
in the community. 

This year, Merlau hopes to reach out 

to elementary schools and be leaders 
there, as well as have more clubs present 
at Lion’s Lark. 

 President-elect Lauren Sankey is 
preparing to take over as president for 
the 2018-19 school year, after Patterson 
graduates.

Sankey feels that Anchor is a way 
to help the community, gain volunteer 
experience and have the opportunity to 
work with other people. 

This is her second year in the club 
and although she has big shoes to fill 
when she becomes president, she thinks 
that Patterson has been making a lot of 
good changes.

“If Lauren continues to work to 
meet Anchor’s goals then this club will 
continue to be great,” Patterson said.

Eighteen years lat-
er: Homecoming 
Parade tradition 
revived and then 

cancelled
Kesi Jackson

Editor-in-Chief

Please see PARADE, page 12

        Caroline SIpple
Junior Lauren Sankey, senior Camille Gsteiger-Cox, Kesi Jackson, Carsyn Kennery, Cynthia Patterson are the of-
ficers of Anchor for the 2017-18 school year.

“We both weren’t thrilled about the topic at first, but we 
grew to respect it,” Powell said.  

King and Powell got majority of their information from 
The Memory Project, a Holocaust archive on display at 
Florida State University. 

King also interviewed Ferencz over the phone and fol-
lowed up with questions via email. 

The pair then built a wooden display for their research. 
The original project took over two months to complete. 

As they advanced to a new level, King and Powell dis-
mantled it and would start from scratch each time. 

After placing in second at the district level competition 
and first at the state level, the pair drove up to the University 
of Maryland in June to compete at National History Day. 

Before judging began, their project was picked to be on 
display at the Smithsonian Museum of American History.

Only one group from each state received this honor.

“HISTORY,” from page 1 Powell’s favorite part of the history fair experience 
occurred in the museum’s lobby while she and King were 
explaining their project to museum visitors and passing out 
“Law Not War” bracelets. 

“A man came up to me and said, ‘I’m a law student here in 
D.C. and I really like what you’re doing,” Powell said. 

“I realized that this had become not just a school project, 
but a way to continue Ferencz’s efforts for world peace.”

In the end, King and Powell each won a first place medal, 
a certificate, and several hundred dollars for their achieve-
ment. 

King was also awarded with a partial scholarship to 
Chaminade University in Hawaii, where she is considering 
attending to study biology. 

Now that the competition is over, King and Powell’s board 
will be displayed at the Holocaust Education Resource center 
for a month. There was an open house on Sept. 14 to celebrate 
the project’s induction into the center. 
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Junior marches for justice
Nadaley Jones
Features Editor 

On Tuesday, Aug. 15, at about 4:15 p.m., 37-year-
old Herbert Gilbert was shot and killed in front of his 
home by a member of the Thomas County Drug Squad 
in Thomasville, Georgia.

The Georgia Bureau of Investigation is reviewing 
the case and authorities have not released an account of 
exactly what led up to the shooting.

The GBI says, “The investigation is active and on-
going. Agents are actively conducting interviews and 
reviewing video footage. Once the investigation into the 
use of force is completed, it will be turned over to the 
District Attorney’s Office for their review.”

The Drug Squad originally came to Gilbert’s house 
following a warrant for his arrest.

However, they approached his home with guns 
drawn, sending him into a state of panic, according to 
Leon junior Arkia Gordon, a Thomasville resident who 
has been deeply affected by the incident.

“He ran out of his house and got into his car, and then 
the Drug Squad car slammed into his car so he couldn’t 
go anywhere,” Gordon told the Leon High Life.

Various protests have taken place in Thomasville, 
beginning with two close friends of Gilbert marching 
peacefully down the street, eventually to the courthouse 
downtown.

“We saw them walking down the streets and we just 
joined them,” said Jennifer Dyson, Gordon’s Godmoth-
er, who has become a secretary to ensuing marches.

“A lot of these marches are organized through Face-
book

by his [Gilbert] good friends,” Dyson said. “They 
started off as riots, but the next day everything fell into 
place and got organized.”

After being contacted by Dyson, several racial 
rights groups began to come to Thomasville and join 
forces with the protesters. First came Black Lives Mat-
ter and then the Black Panthers.

“A Black Lives Matter group from Atlanta came 
and marched with us, and we marched side by side with 
the Black Panthers,” Gordon said.

“I felt so safe and empowered marching next to 
them, especially the Black Panthers. I think it is an ex-
perience every black teenager should have.”

A group called Freedom Fighters has also become 
extremely active in Thomasville since the recent inci-
dent.

They teach all ages of African Americans their 
rights, what to do during things such as a search and 
seizure and when you get pulled over by a policeman. 
At the end of the course, they graduate and receive a 
diploma.

“Thomasville Police Department has done an excel-
lent job keeping everyone safe during the marches and 
keeping things orderly,” City Manager of the Financial 
Department in Thomasville Anthony Choice said.

“This is actually incident number three,” 
Choice added. “The second event happened about 
six weeks prior to this, and the third event occurred 
about a week after the city of Thomasville trans-
ferred the majority of its power to the Drug Squad. 

“I didn’t know what to do when I got to the 
scene of this crime. I just wanted to help and keep 
the peace.”

The sound of music: a senior’s surreal experience
Chambers Miller
Editorial Writer

photo courtesy of Nate Caldwell

Senior Nate Caldwell is pictured as St. Aphrodisius in Leon’s summer production of ‘The 
Hunchback of Notre Dame.’ He is speaking to another character during the scene.

Junior Arkia Gordon participates in a recent march.
photo courtesy of Arkia Gordon

Senior Nate Caldwell is not only 
focused on his own success as a per-
former, but strives to help others im-
prove their talents. 

Caldwell feels this way, partially 
because he has a prominent voice, but 
more so, because he wants to help other 
people around him grow as singers. 

“I didn’t really enter this world and 
really start blossoming into it until I 
came to Leon High School and I want 
to help other people also grow into their 
sound,” Caldwell said.

Classmate Amelia Cooper said that 
Caldwell is a wonderful singer. 

“Nate is a musical genius, and all 
around great person,” Cooper said.

He described his favorite part of 
singing as the aspect of story-telling that 
it takes on. 

From a distance, it might just look 
like a group of people in fancy clothing 
under lights, but to him it is so much 
more. 

“Once you’re up on that stage and 
you’re singing with the All-State Choir,” 
Caldwell said, “it doesn’t feel like 
you’re just under hot lights in a lot of 
clothing. It feels like I’m being teleport-
ed to a completely different place.

“It’s as if I’m creating this world 
around me with all of the other people 
that I’m singing with and it’s just an 
absolutely fascinating and surreal expe-
rience.” 

 Caldwell also feels very passionate 
about performing as the vice president 
of Leon’s thespian troupe.

Similarly, this is his favorite part 
of acting, but when he performs as a 
character, he gets to try on the skin of 
someone else. 

“It’s such a cool experience being 
able to do that - being able to com-
pletely relinquish your own identity,” 
Caldwell said.

Caldwell transferred here halfway 
into his freshman year, due to his love 
for performing arts and the theatre pro-
gram at Leon. 

“As soon as I got here, I already had 
friends here,” Caldwell said. “I made 
tons more and Leon became a home to 
me very fast.”

Leon chorus teacher Tabitha Peck 
said that Caldwell’s voice has greatly 
matured and that he is a talented tenor.

He is currently a part of Capital 
Singers, Madrigals and Mane Event. 

Caldwell was in a 2014 summer pro-
duction of Fiddler on the Roof prior to 
transferring, so he knew about the music 
programs here. 

He was Saint Aphrodisius in the 
2017 summer production of The Hunch-

back of Notre Dame, which he enjoyed. 
It was his fourth summer show and 

he considers it to be his best experi-
ence of all, as he felt like he grew as a 
performer in the show. 

Despite being such an involved 
performer, he does not necessarily feel a 
great deal of pressure.

 “I feel a need to show up and show 
out,” Caldwell said. “Kind of like I can’t 
take any off days. I feel that I need to 
stay healthy.”

In addition to performing, Caldwell 
is currently enrolled in three classes at 
Tallahassee Community College. 

He is taking two economics classes 
and a biology class in order to complete 
all of his general education require-
ments. 

By the time he has finished his 
senior year, he will be able to go straight 
into musical theater as a major. 

Caldwell said that this year it has 
not been difficult to manage his work 
load while he preforms. 

He is taking two classes online and 
the dual enrolled environment allows 
him to work at his own pace without 
having to wait for class time.

This year, he has enough time to 
participate actively in Community 
Theater, which is something he hasn’t 
really had the opportunity to do outside 
of Leon summer shows.

“There’s no people like show 
people. There’s no business like show 
business,” Caldwell said.

Please see JUSTICE, page 12

After this incident, there have been a number of 
meetings held in the city government to try to get 
the policy changed, before a government official 
has to step in.

A conference with CNN coverage also oc-
curred, and a lawsuit was filed against the Drug 
Squad due to the emotional trauma suffered by the 
children witnessed the tragedy.

Choice said he  just wants justice and racial rec-
onciliation to come out of the tragedy.
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The man behind the screen
Ava Jackson

Double-Truck Editor 
Technology coordinator Jamie Moore, 

although in the background, deals with many 
issues at Leon daily. 

Moore has worked at Leon for three years 
and works with every computer and every elec-
tronic device the school has to offer. 

During the summer, Moore becomes very 
busy preparing for the students to come back to 
school.  

“With all the seniors going out and freshman 
coming in, I have to do a lot of maintenance on 
all the computers,” Moore said. 

“When they start waxing the floors, they 
take everything apart and I have to put every-
thing back in the classroom and put the equip-
ment back together.”

In the beginning of August, most of the 
computers and televisions don’t always end up 
working, so Moore is very busy going around 
classrooms fixing them.  

The new technology at Leon, like the new 
televisions in the lobby and cafeteria, were 
given to the school by the district. 

“Basically, the district gives us a certain 
number of computers or televisions, etc. and 
then they tell us we can put them wherever we 
want,” Moore said. 

Moore has to brush up on new technology 

every day. Moore 
also has to stay 
up to date on 
what apps every-
one is using. 

“I do research 
on a lot of tech-
nology websites 
and constantly 
look at a lot of 
different infor-
mation every-
day so I stay on 
track,” Moore 
said. 

When Moore 
first started his 
job, he only had 
to work with a 
few computer 
labs, but now 
every classroom 
has one, or more, 
computers. “Every student lives and thrives off 
of technology now,” Moore said. 

“If someone was to cut off the internet or 
the phones were broken, everybody would be 
kind of lost.

“Five or six years ago, the internet was 
still coming up, but now everything revolves 
around technology,” Moore said.

Aleah Lynn
 Jamie Moore, Leon High School’s Information Technologist.

Leon ‘clicks’ into the digital age

Brown v. Geiger
Maya Levy

Double-Truck Editor 

“Bells and whistles, bells and whistles,” said 
Leon High School history teacher Kenneth Brown. 
“ ‘If it’s new, it must be better.’ Where’s the logic in 
that?” 

Brown believes that technology, to a certain 
degree, takes away from the school experience. 
The efficiency it brings, in his opinion, does not 
overcome the danger of being too dependent on it. 
Brown thinks that students should have to read in 
a classroom environment and that by introducing 
computer games into a curriculum, school suddenly 
becomes a joke. 

Standardized tests are also a reasonable object 
of hate for Brown. Often computers and standard-
ized tests go hand in hand, which has caused several 
conflicts all across the United States.

According to a media report, investigated by 
FairTest, “malfunctions have disrupted computer-
ized testing in more than 30 states since 2013.”  

“There are benefits. I’m not saying technology 
is bad,” Brown said. 

“I’m just saying that people are too dependent 
on the newest technology.” 

As a teacher, Brown barely uses his computer 
or television as a teaching tool. He prefers paper 
samples in the classroom. He claims he does not 
feel the necessity of learning the newest technologi-
cal advances. 

On the other side of the social studies hallway 
resides economics teacher Amanda Geiger. Once 
ClassLink was introduced to the Leon staff, Geiger 
was given the task of teaching them how to use it.

Ever since that workshop she has adopted the 
role of being the go-to when it comes to technology 
assistance for the social studies teachers. 

Maya Levy
Kenneth Brown and Amanda Geiger. 

Gei-
ger uses techno-

logical and hard copy tools in 
the classroom. She gives her students assign-
ments on programs such as Quizlet and ClassLink. 

“Technology is not a teaching method. Technol-
ogy is a tool,” Geiger said. “It allows you a lot more 
opportunities to differentiate your instructions for 
different kinds of learners.”

It is up to the teacher to decide how to use 
technology effectively in the classroom, she states. 
Geiger is hesitant to declare one certain tool benefi-
cial for learning because of the differences in how 
students learn. 

“Teachers have to find out what works best 
with their teaching style and their students learning 
style,” Geiger said. 

Although their points of view may be very dif-
ferent, both Geiger and Brown can agree that the 
student’s learning process is the most important 
thing. 

With time, technology may change, but a teach-
er’s purpose stays the same - to educate students. 
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Moore used 
to work for the 
governor, as 
the technology 
coordinator at the 
capital, before 
working for Leon 
High School. 
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Leon ‘clicks’ into the digital age
The true cost of new technology

As students walked into the Leon 
High School lobby on Aug. 14, they 
were greeted by a new flat-screen 
television. 

The cafeteria is also decorated 
with two large televisions playing 
sports channels. In the classrooms, 
smaller, newer tablets are being used 
by students and some teachers are giv-
ing presentations on new televisions. 

“It was kind of a group decision,” 
said Principal Billy Epting. “Ms. [Sar-
ah] Hembree and I had talked about 
putting some TVs in the cafeteria and 
the lobby to provide some information 
and lunchtime entertainment.” 

New technology introduced 

Maya Levy
Double-Truck Editor 

Not only was new technology 
introduced but older grading systems 
such as Scantron were taken away. 
Epting hopes to switch all faculty to 
Classlinks, a program which will help 
teachers organize and upload grades 
more efficiently. The program also 
calculates data for teachers which 
will narrate the progress of collective 
students. 

“They will now have an opportu-
nity instantly to go back and reteach 
that concept to give students a better 
understanding,” Epting said. 

Epting is adamant about intro-
ducing new tech into the school. He 
predicts that within 15 years, Leon 
will most likely rely on computer- 
based programs, and textbooks will no 
longer be necessary. Along with Hem-
bree and other members of the Leon 
administration, a plan was created 
for the future of the school’s technol-
ogy. Hembree hopes to install sound 
systems and interactive televisions in 
every classroom. 

“I am fixing to install 10 new 
sound systems,” Hembree said. 
“There’s a lot of good research on 
teacher fatigue and student attention 
which is why I want those in.” 

Considering that Leon’s main 
building was built in 1937, most class-
rooms are not built to accommodate 
this millennium’s advancement. 

“When this building was built 
most classrooms only had two elec-
trical plugs in them because you 
didn’t have stuff to plug in,” Epting 
said.“You didn’t need it.” 

The biggest struggle for Epting 
and the administration is creating 
ways to keep the school up to date 
technologically without spoiling Le-
on’s historical panache. Each actively 
used classroom requires a computer 
and either a smart board or television. 
All of these devices include various 
cords which must be placed out of the 
way of normal school routines. 

“We are trying to keep up techno-
logically as best we can without mak-

Alena Nash and Caroline 
Sipple

Editors-in-Chief

Pride. Excellence. Tradition. 
As the oldest public high school in 
Florida, Leon has a duty to maintain 
these characteristics. We have the 
pride, we have the excellence, but we 
are losing the tradition.

The televisions and smart boards 
in this school are moving us one  
step forward, but two steps back. 
They are costly, disruptive and, quite 
frankly, unnecessary.

All that is found on the monitor 
in the lobby are announcements and 
we are two of the only people who 
notice it. And, yes, they are the same 
announcements that are said over 
the intercom and on the newspaper’s 
social media. 

On the rare occasion that we look at the monitor 
for news, the announcements are too long and move 
too fast to read. 

Our hallways have 
historical significance 
and are now being hid-
den by flashy screens. 
These “classic halls” 
do not give us the same 
feeling that they used 

to. When 
Leon 

students of the past walked through these halls, they 
didn’t see a screen. It feels like we are attending a 
different high school than those who came before 
us.

You never forget that feeling of walking the 
halls of Leon for the first time. As a freshman, this 
school was almost overwhelming. It felt like walk-
ing onto a movie set.

Leon has always stood proud and grounded in 
its tradition, but now that tradition is being ignored.
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ing the rooms and the environment 
here look so hodgepodge,” Epting 
said.

Advancing Leon is also difficult 
because of money issues. There are 
many technology priorities that need 
money in order to fix. Although what 
separates Leon from newer schools 
in Leon county is the antiquity of the 
main building. There are many struc-
tural elements that need to be repaired 
at this school that are a bigger priority 
to the well-being of the main building.  
“Having technology for technolo-
gies sake is not what we are about,” 
Hembree said. “It’s actually using it 
to make an impact on student knowl-
edge.”
     Epting and w both agree that every 
student learns differently and that 
technology can have a distracting ef-
fect. They also believe that technology 
can be a very efficient teaching tool in 
a school environment and that Leon in 
the future will greatly benefit from it. 

With the introduction of this 
new technology, students are pro-
vided with new ways to interact with 
learning material - if teachers were 
capable of operating it.

Unfortunately, many are still 
having difficulty and this takes away 
from class time. We recognize that 
it is challenging to incorporate these 
technologies, which is not the teach-
ers fault. 

New technology should come 
with ease and accessibility. 

It should be seamless. In reality, 
teachers struggle with using it and 
students pay that price. 

More time was needed to make 
a smoother transition to the smart 
boards.

Even though we grew up with 
the rise of technology, we don’t 
particularly like it. 

Advancements in technology are inevitable, but 
we prefer more conventional means of education. 
We prefer whiteboards over smart boards.

Now we are not saying we would like to print 
the newspaper on the walls of a cave, but we do 
wish for a simpler time. We want to be educated, 
not over inundated.

Something we have always loved about Leon is 
its traditional feel, and we love being a part of that 
history. 

Some things are just better left unchanged.

Aleah Lynn
In addition to the televisions in the lobby and cafeteria, Leon’s marquee is now digital.

Editorial
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Varn to attend national conference
Anabelle Peoples

Editorial Writer
In November, junior J.D. Varn, in collaboration 

with the Anti-Defamation League, will be traveling to 
Washington, D.C. to combat bias and prejudice in Tal-
lahassee.

Varn was selected to be a part of the ADL’s Gros-
feld Family National Youth Leadership Mission. 

The program selects seven cities from around 
the United States that they believe have severe social 
problems, and each city nominates 10 juniors to go to 
a conference and learn about how to identify and fight 
against discrimination. 

After the conference, they will organize a project 
designed to connect the citizens and ease tensions 
between different groups.

Tallahassee was one of the seven cities selected to 
be represented at the conference.

Varn believes it might be related to the protests at 
Chiles High School, in which students flew Confeder-
ate flags to oppose a petition to ban them. 

He believes that we do have a problem with dis-
crimination, and is very passionate about uniting the 
residents of Tallahassee.

“There’s a lot of separation,” Varn said, “And it’s 
toxic honestly.”

According to Assistant Principal of Curriculum 
Sarah Hembree, Varn was chosen because of his lead-
ership potential and concern for the issue. 

“J.D. was chosen for his unique perspective,” 
Hembree said.

Hembree believes that while Leon doesn’t par-

ticularly have a problem 
with discrimination, 
there is always room for 
improvement. 

“Anytime we look 
at how to be better is a 
good thing,” Hembree 
said. “Every time we sit 
still and think that we 
are good enough, we are 
getting worse.”

Junior Jackson 
Henry said Varn is very 
personable. 

“He’s empathetic,” 
Henry said. “He’s also 
understanding of other 
people and their situa-
tions.” 

Henry was not 
not surprised when he 
found out Varn was ac-
cepted into the program. 

“He’s often chosen for these kind of things,” Henry 
said.

Henry feels Varn was nominated due to his involve-
ment in Student Government Association and Youth 
Leadership Tallahassee.

Varn said he sees the project as an opportunity to 
fix some of the issues in the community. The project 
is something bigger than just Leon - something that he 
can use to benefit the whole city.

“I’ve lived in Tallahassee most of my life,” Varn 

said. “Sometimes it’s not great. For me to have this 
opportunity is amazing.”

Varn hopes that the project will not only give him 
a better understanding of social issues, but will also 
help people gain a better understanding of each other. 

He said he is looking forward to working with the 
other attendees as he believes that they can learn from 
each other. 

“I want people to be able to see other people in 
a restaurant,” Varn said. “And not have any reserva-
tions to greet them, to not be afraid of them, and to 
understand that not everyone is going to have the same 
ideas.”

Girl who codes: senior accepted into technology program
Leah Mazur
News Editor

Senior Caylynne Teem aspires to 
change the technology industry.

Teem feels women are underrepre-
sented and can bring a lot of new things 
to the table in technological fields. 

 She said that when you bring in 
any new demographic of people with 
different perspectives, the perspectives 
of those people can bring new ideas.
Through this, new possibilities for girls 
looking for jobs in technology can hap-
pen more easily.

 Teem felt that Girls Who Code is 
a way to increase the amount of new 
people in the field.

Teem said Girls Who Code was 
established to specifically address the 
gender imbalance and gender discrimi-
nation that is common in the technology 
sector. 

The Girls Who Code program is a 
nationwide coding program and took 
place during a seven-week period in 
Washington D.C..

 Teem spent time coding for up to 
seven hours a day with other girls from 
around the country. 

Teem felt that looking outside of the 
state was needed due to the lack of after-
school and summer immersion programs 
available in Florida. 

“She made all of this happen,” Cay-
lynne’s father, John, said. “It was her 
idea from the beginning.”

Caylynne applied to the program to 
learn more coding and get exposure to 

the variety of tech jobs that are avail-
able. 

Her interest stems from her view 
that it is an exciting field in general, 
especially when keeping in mind the 
future of the technology industry. 

John showed an interest in coding 
and introduced her to the subject when 
she was eight. 

However, he didn’t notice her large-
scale attraction until this summer.

“I didn’t know that she had an inter-
est in coding before she saw that there 
were classes that she could take,” John 
said. 

“The fact that there were options to 
practice and learn more started it all.”

Caylynne felt that coding was 
simple before she started. But when 
Caylynne completed her first lesson, she 
found it challenging. 

“Before the program, I may have 
held the misconception that I wasn’t 
able to solve coding problems on my 
own,” Caylynne said. 

“Now, more than ever, I am more 
confident in my abilities.

“It’s like another language, but a 
computer language.” 

Getting women into the computer 

science field, and tech positions in gen-
eral, is a big focus of the program. 

“We talk to a lot of women who 
were in high positions when they came 
to present as guest speakers,” Teem said.

“It’s just that women make up 50 
percent of the population, but they’re 
only scheduled to fill about 30 percent 
of tech jobs.

“This is something that shouldn’t be 
this way.” 

At first, Caylynne was unsure if she 
wanted to go into a career in computer 
science, but now she is more certain 
after participating in Girls Who Code.

Caylynne is dual enrolled  in Florida 
State University’s Web Programming & 
Design course that involves HTML and 
CSS. 

She feels she is taking a step for-
ward in a career path toward software 
programming, and the intersection of 
robotics and healthcare, which involves 
plenty of coding. 

“I am very proud of what she did,” 
John said.

“And I’m glad she took the initiative 
to do it.

“That if she wants to pursue a career 
she can accomplish it.

Caylynne’s continued interest is 
spurred by an understanding that even 
though the coding takes a lot of effort at 
times, it is also a release.

“You’re solving a problem, so it’s 
work,” Caylynne said. “The adrena-
line you get after you solve a problem 
you’ve been working so long on is the 
same as anything else.”

photo courtesy of Kiran Girish
Senior Caylynne Teem (left) and Colleen Avila (right) working in the classroom of Girls Who 
Code.

Aleah Lynn
Junior J.D. Varn is traveling to Washington D.C. to combat bias and prejudice in Tallahassee.
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Identical twin brothers 
Khamari and Timari Brown 
began their school year with 
starting positions on the varsity 
football team. 

The Brown brothers earned 
the respect of many upperclass-
men with their weight training. 

Khamari can bench press 
315 pounds and squat 405 
pounds. Timari can bench press 
325 pounds and squat 445 
pounds. 

“Khamari and Timari are 
honestly two guys our program 
can grow around,” Athletic 
Director Mark Feely said. 
“These guys are ready and have 
demonstrated it.

“They obviously have a 
while to grow in the game. It 
takes a lot of hard work and 
dedication, but I know it’s 
there. 

“They have a great support 
system and both boys are really 
bright.”

The twins attended sum-
mer training and it helped them 
bond with the team before the 
season. 

“Summer training really 
helped me get a feel for the 

What 
Leon has 
to offer

Danny Killeen
Sports Writer

Brown brothers excel on the field
Maggie Baker-Hall

Sports Writer

program,” Khamari said. “It 
helped me get to know every-
thing I wouldn’t have had if I 
didn’t go.” 

Khamari Brown, who wears  
number 5, is the starting defen-
sive end. As a defensive end, he 
must get past the offensive line 
and get the ball. 

“I love playing defensive 
end but the hardest part is 
knowing how to protect myself 
in a play. The coaches are great 

at teaching me on how to im-
prove my technique,” Khamari 
Brown said. 

Timari Brown, who wears 
number 55, is the starting nose 
guard. As a nose guard, his 
job is to hold the line for the 
linebackers. 

“Playing nose guard is 
rewarding but getting to know 
the plays is one of the hardest 
parts,” Timari  Brown said. 

Although Kamari and 

Timari are only 14, they have 
a great support system behind 
them. 

“My mom is my biggest 
role model. She keeps me mo-
tivated,” Khamari Brown said. 
“Coach (Garrett) Jahn has also 
helped me. He helped us get to 
Leon and show everyone how 
we play.”

“My dad is my biggest in-
spiration,” Timari Brown said. 
“He played football and got us 
into it when we were little. 

“We have played for a 
while but he pushes me to do 
my best every day and to never 
give up on my dreams.”

Neither of the boys have 
obtained any injuries so far 
but that is both of their biggest 
fears as players. 

“So far the Leon program 
has helped me build strength 
and learn the plays. It has re-
ally helped me avoid injuries.” 
Timari Brown said. 

The ninth grade brothers 
have had a little trouble ad-
justing to high school, but the 
football coaches believe they 
are doing just fine.

“I just got to Leon, but 
Timari and Khamari are both 
good players.” Jahn said.

Maxwell follows in sister’s footsteps

I was recently reminded 
why I go to Leon High School.

It was Sept. 7 and that feel-
ing came back to me. The feel-
ing that came with the sudden 
realization that it was today:  
the Leon versus Chiles volley-
ball game. 

The ultimate clash between 
two of Leon County’s most 
contentious rivals. A spectacle 
that no one, and I mean no one, 
wanted to miss.

After losing the first set, 25-
13, the Lions found themselves 
in a tough situation. Shouts of 
“we can’t hear you!” from the 
Chiles fans rang across the gym. 

It was true, the Leon fans 
and players had fallen flat in the 
early stages of the match.

But the silence was only 
temporary.

Leon came back with a bold 
response, winning the second 
set 25-11, then the next 25-22, 
then before I knew it, the final 
nail in the coffin had been ham-
mered. 

Leon had won.
The fans were delirious. 

Bodies spilled out onto the court 
to celebrate with the players, 
only to be stopped by a wall of 
faculty. 

The entire Leon student sec-
tion, in all of its passion and 
chaos, was in front of the gym’s 
entrance chanting at incredible 
volumes.

As I looked around at all of 
my fellow students screaming 
their heads off, I was remind-
ed why I decided to go to this 
school in the first place.

Leon has something you 
won’t get anywhere else. The 
school spirit is on another level.

As a freshman, I remember 
standing on the bleachers look-
ing down at the upperclassmen 
during games asking myself: 
“Man, why are those guys so 
hyped up?”

Yet there I was on the 
ground at Thursday’s match 
after taking a fall during the 
celebration.

I believe the best thing 
Leon has to offer is its spirit. 

I was reminded that night 
that we are all Leon Lions and 
it’s the love for our school that 
keeps us together.

Annie Barousse
Sports Writer

Macy Maxwell plays 
middle hitter for the varsity 
volleyball team, and she was 
the only freshman in the start-
ing lineup until a recent injury 
sidelined her.

She has played volleyball 
since third grade and plays for 
Tallahassee Juniors volleyball 
club, as well.

Maxwell was supposed to 
attend Chiles High School but 
instead came to Leon.  She has 
enjoyed getting to know her fel-
low players.

“They really came with 
open arms,” she said.

Recently, Maxwell broke 
her foot during volleyball prac-
tice, but her team isn’t letting 
her injury stop them from keep-
ing their winning streak.

Maxwell currently has a 
boot on her foot and has to 
walk on crutches.

“I get my boot off in five 
weeks and hopefully I can start 
playing again after that,” Max-
well said.

Maxwell’s biggest role 
model on the team is junior 
Courtney Clevenger because 
she was recently injured, too.  

Aleah Lynn
Freshman Macy Maxwell is currently sidelined with a broken foot.

Clevenger tore her ante-
rior cruciate ligament and had 
surgery recently. She is still 
recovering.

Maxwell plays alongside 
her older sister, Sydney, at 
Leon. 

Sydney has helped push 
her and has helped her adjust to 
coming to Leon.

“She influences me a lot,” 
Macy said. “I wouldn’t have 
started playing volleyball if it 
wasn’t for her.”

Sydney played for the varsi-
ty volleyball team at Chiles last 
year and likes the team and the 
environment of Leon better.

“The people are so 
nice and they are very 
welcoming,”Sydney said. “Ev-
eryone is unique here.”

Maxwell enjoys the coach-
ing at Leon because the head 
coach, Angie Strickland, pushes 
the team and makes them better 
players and people.

The volleyball team is 
known for having very intense 
conditioning and practices. But 
Macy sees that as a good thing.

“It’s intense, but it’s worth 
it,” she said.

Maxwell hopes to continue 
her volleyball career after high 

school by playing in college 
and the Olympics.

  The Maxwell sisters are 
the only two people in their 
family that play volleyball. 
They both love the intensity of 
the sport.

Aleah Lynn
Identical twin brothers Khamari and Timari Brown.

Leon’s overwhelming 
school spirit at the volleyball 
games encourages them to do 
their best in stressful scenarios.

Maxwell has played many 
other sports but enjoyed vol-
leyball the most.

Editorial
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Varsity running back starts year with eight offers
Maggie Baker Hall

Sports Editor

Throughout senior Queze Brutton’s  years at Leon, 
he has been told he is too small to be a successful run-
ning back.

 The 5-foot-6 student had full-ride college scholar-
ships from multiple universities. Brutton has verbally 
committed to Grambling State University and is sched-
uled to sign with the college on National Signing Day, 
Feb. 1.

“I chose Grambling State because it is also big on 
tradition,” Brutton said. “I have some old teammates 
that play for Grambling and they love it.

“I’m excited to play with them again and join the 
program.”

Brutton moved from Jacksonville to Tallahassee at 
the start of his freshman year and has been on varsity 
ever since.

At the end of his junior year, Brutton suffered a 
stress fracture to his pelvis.

“I didn’t feel the fracture at the moment, but when 
I went to the doctor they said it happened over time,” 
Brutton said. “I gave my all every game and to find out 
I couldn’t play anymore, it was hard.”

Brutton had to attend physical therapy two times a 
week to help strengthen his leg. While enduring therapy, 
he strived to get back on the field with his teammates.

 With an explosive performance in the beginning 
of this season, Brutton knew his last year would be his 
best. 

 “This year I am determined to be a vocal leader for 
my teammates.” Brutton said. “We have a strong team 
that relies on tradition and teamwork which will take us 

a long way.”
Brutton has continually shown his abilities, on and 

off the field. 
“I think very highly of Queze as a player,” Athletic 

Director Mark Feely said. “He obviously has athletic 
talent that you can see and he has a unique burst of 
speed that is visible on the field. Queze is tough with a 
great spirit that will carry him a long way in his college 
years.”

Since Brutton played on varsity during all of high 
school, he got to experience both sets of coaching staffs 
at Leon.

 “I like the new coaches better,” Brutton said. “They 
push us because they know what we are capable of, but 

at the same time they keep us humble.
“Out of the new staff, Coach Garrett Jahn is my fa-

vorite because he is like a second father. He makes an 
effort that no other coach has to help me and he has got-
ten me where I am today.” 

Said Jahn: “Queze is a very gifted athlete. He has 
great leadership with not only his words and actions, but 
how he approaches the game.

“We are working on getting some more offers. I 
know he is committed to Grambling State.

“I feel like a lot of people were scared because of 
his height but he is an explosive football player who 
can make an impact at whatever college or university 
he goes to.” 

 

Photo courtesy of Queze Brutton
Varsity player Queze Brutton carrying the ball down the field during a game.

Leon cheer under new management 
Will Bullen

Sports Editor

The Leon High School 
cheerleading team has gone to 
the state championship competi-
tion two years in a row and now 
has four new faces atop the pro-
gram.

The team has two new 
sponsors and two new on-field 
coaches as it enters the 2017-18 
season. 

The new sponsors - English 
teacher Jana Wells and Spanish 
teacher Rebecca Galeano - are 
in charge of managing finances, 
team travel, parent communica-
tion and paperwork. 

The new coaches are Jeff 
Hunnicutt and Samantha Lee.

 They will be in charge of 
the on-field aspects of the team, 
including organizing routines, 
practice schedules, formations 
and flips.

The coaches are new to 
Leon. However, they are not 
new to the sport. 

They both have years of 
experience and Hunnicutt is a 
coach at the local cheer gym, 
Cheer Nation Athletics. 

The cheer team practices 
four days a week for varsity and 
three more days for the competi-

tion team. 
The cheerleaders are getting 

used to an increase in condition-
ing and a change in the attitude 
from the coach. 

“They push us to our full 
potential,” junior Daylen Spon-
holtz said. 

“We run a lot and there is 
definitely a lot more account-

ability.”
Changing coaches is always 

a challenge, especially for such 
a close group of girls like the 
cheerleaders. 

The challenge this year will 
be to see how well they can ad-
just and continue to perform at a 
high level. 

The athletic department 

prides itself on programs that 
have performed at a high level 
without changes to the coaching 
staff. 

The administration is hop-
ing to establish a long-standing 
tradition of excellence with this 
new era for the cheerleading 
team. 

“It is going to take some 

Photo courtesy of Leon Cheer 
The 2017-18 varsity cheer team welcomes new coaches and sponsors to its staff.

time,” Hunnicutt said. 
“But they’re adjusting well.”
Cheerleading, as a sport, 

has changed in the past decade. 
Flips, tricks and tumbles now 
dominate the performance. 

The team is full of girls who 
have competition cheer expe-
rience and phenomenal skills 
which they are ready to show-
case at competitions. 

“I think that we have a lot 
more talent,” senior captain 
Zyaire Williams said.

 “I feel like where we ended 
last year is where we are starting 
this year.”

The past two years have 
seen enormous success for the 
squad, which featured two state 
appearances. 

There is no doubt in their 
minds that they will return there 
this year.

This year the team has some 
traditional cheers taken from 
their dance routine. 

 Despite this, the team is 
committed to cheering and per-
forming well at the school's  
games and competitions this 
year. 

They also hope to return to 
the state championship.

The team's flow changes with different coaches and sponsors



The girls golf team is a 
squad like no other. It might not 
receive the same amount of at-
tention as other sports at Leon, 
but their camaraderie make this 
year’s team one to remember.

Seniors Gabby Sandvoss 
and Emma Long, as well as 
sophomore Sophie Hightower, 
are all experienced players on 
the team and were happy to ex-
plain what it means to be a Leon 
golfer.

As one would expect from 
any competitive sports team, 
the girls have high ambitions 
for the coming season. 

Some players believe they 
have the potential to compete 
against the very best.

“We are trying to win Big 
Bend which is our region,” 
Hightower said. “We’re trying 
to make it to state this year, as 
well as making it to districts.”

According to this group of 
girls, one of their main priori-
ties this year is to “beat Chiles.”

“We were always neck and 
neck,” said Long. According 
to Long, over the past couple 
seasons, Leon has won more 

matches between the two. 
This, however, does not 

have any affect on the team’s 
preparations for the new season. 

“They’ve gotten better, so 
we need to get better,” Long 
said. Regardless of the record, 
the same goal remains.

One of the things that these 

Danny Killeen 
Sports Editor
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Girls golf: friends above all

girls heavily emphasized was 
the sense of unity on the team. 
A trait that they believe makes 
them stand above the rest.

“I’m really close with the 
whole team,” Long said. “We 
all hang out outside of golf.”

In fact, the team just re-
cently met up for a casual din-

Ashebo juggles running and tennis
Ella Bevis

Sports Editor

Sophomore Joseph Ashebo, who is a 
member of the Leon cross country, track 
and tennis teams, is already setting per-
sonal records this year.

Ashebo hopes the best has yet to 
come.

This year, he has already set a per-
sonal record for the 5K run with a time 
of eighteen minutes and thirty seconds. 

“I try to be easy going about it,”  
Ashebo said. “I envision the best pos-
sible situation.”

Ashebo thinks of inspirational quotes  
while running to keep him motivated and 
focused.

“[Tennis] coach [Kevin] Record does 
quotes of the day and one of the quotes 
that has stuck with me is ‘the hungry dog 
hunts best,’ ” Ashebo said. 

Ashebo sees this every day, as it 
is displayed on the fence at the tennis 
courts.

He interpreted this quote to mean 
that if you have a certain drive, you can 
improve as much as possible.

Ashebo’s coaches see this drive in 
him on the tennis court and on the track.

“I say that a lot, but it’s true,” Record 
said. “The hungrier you are, the more 
motivated you are. 

“Passion comes from that hunger, 
and Joseph has it.”

Ashebo feels that his inner drive is 
what creates success. 

 “He plays tennis and runs cross 

country, so that’s a big commitment,” 
cross country coach Andrew Wills said. 

“He’s able to juggle all those things 
and that’s unique.”

Ashebo has managed to play three 
sports and keep track of schoolwork.

He goes immediately from tennis 
practice to cross country or track prac-
tice.

According to teammates, he is a 
“non-stop” athlete. His peers often ad-
mire his work ethic.

Ashebo always makes sure to come 
to every match prepared. 

The night before, he always packs 
two extra rackets and an extra pair of 
shoes.

Ashebo always keeps in mind that 
you can break a string on your tennis 
racket before a match.

“He’s prepared,” Record said. 
“That’s another sign that he’s hungry and 
ready to play.”

Last year, Ashebo shared a spot on 
the Leon tennis team with his sister, Leta. 

This year is  different, since his sister 
graduated last year.

“I really enjoyed playing with her,” 
Ashebo said. 

“It brought us closer.”
The sibling duo were both players on 

varsity in the spring.
 Their bond as siblings was made 

stronger from being teammates.
“What was really cool about their 

relationship was they never fought,” Re-
cord said. “They were always rooting for 
each other.”

Since last year, his coaches have got-
ten to know the type of competitor Jo-
seph is. 

Through it all, Record says Joseph 
has always exuded a lot of energy.

“I don’t think I’ve ever seen Joseph 
look tired,” Record said. “That’s pretty 
cool.”

Ashebo’s energy and optimism is 
something his teammates see in him, as 
well. 

“Joseph is always really positive,” 
tennis teammate Jules Grady said. 

“He’s always laughing and smiling.”

His coaches see a bright opportu-
nity for him this year, a new chance for 
growth and improvement.

“This is potentially a very exciting 
year for him,” Record said. 

“He has high energy. It’s infectious.”
Ashebo said he is just as excited as 

his coaches.
With a cross country team made up 

of mainly underclassmen, he’s ready to 
finish the season strong alongside his 
teammates.

“It’s always fun being with my team-
mates,” Ashebo said.

ner. The best part is that their 
coach, Molly Smith, picked up 
the check.

As head coach, Smith has 
managed the team successfully 
through the years. 

With an appearance in re-
gionals last year, the girls be-
lieve she is leading the team in 

the right direction.
But it is Smith’s behind-

the-scenes efforts that make her 
coaching more helpful for the 
girls. 

One of the things she likes 
to do is keep a close relationship 
with each of her players. 

“She’s there for you outside 
of golf, too,” Sandvoss said.

“She calls us in and asks 
if we have a schedule issue or 
if you need help with anything 
school related.” 

Smith has also had quite the 
impact on Hightower. 

“Yes, there’s points some 
time where she is strict, but 
she’s doing it just for our ben-
efit,” Hightower said. 

“She’s really cool. She’s 
kind of like a mom.”

Leon girls golf team unity is 
one the reasons why they con-
tinue to be one of the more suc-
cessful teams in the district.

With all of their season 
goals in mind, the girls remind 
themselves that at the end of the 
day, they are all out there to en-
joy themselves. 

“We have a strong bond,” 
Sandvoss said. “This year we 
are all here to have fun.”

            Aleah Lynn

Joseph Ashebo practicing during his 7th period tennis class

 photo courtesy of girls golf
(Left to right) Emma Long, Lily Sweet King, Katharynn Stralow, Sallie Smith and Gabby Sandvoss.



FALL
SCOREBOARD
Football
Date  Event   
08/24/17 Gadsden County
09/01/17 Rickards
09/08/17 Sandalwood
09/15/17 Godby
09/22/17 Gateway
10/05/17 Wakulla
10/12/17 Lincoln
10/20/17 Choctawatchee

Volleyball
Date  Event  
08/24/17 Mosley
08/29/17 Rickards
09/01/17 Middleburg
09/05/17 Wakulla
09/07/17 Chiles
09/14/17 Lincoln
09/20/17 Chiles 
09/22/17 Bishop Kenny
09/22/17 Bolles
09/26/17 Godby
10/03/17 Maclay
10/05/17 Lincoln
10/10/17 Choctawhatchee

Boys/Girls Swimming 
Date  Event
09/06/17 Community Christian 
09/13/17 Florida High
09/20/17 Chiles
09/21/17 Florida High
09/27/17 Maclay

Boys/Girls Cross Country 
Date  Event  
09/02/17 Big Bend
09/09/17 Carrollton Invite. 
09/30/17 Alligator Point 
10/07/17 FSU Invitational
10/14/17 Red Hills
10/25/17 Districts
11/04/17 Regionals     
11/14/17         State

Boys Golf
Date  Event  
08/23/17 GE
08/29/17 CCCC
09/07/17 Seminole
09/14/17 CCCC
09/18/17 Killearn
09/19/17 Southwood
09/25/17 Chiles
09/28/17 Big Bend
10/02/17 City Championship
10/04/17 Chiles
10/11/17 CCCC
10/24/17 Regionals

Girls Golf
Date  Event  
09/06/17 Florida High
09/07/17 Chiles
09/12/17 Chiles
09/19/17 Chiles
09/26/17 Florida High
09/27/17 CCCC
10/07/17 Wakulla
10/10/17 Big Bend
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Buy an ad in the paper.
Looking for a way to advertise? 

Come to room 226 or contact our Editors in chief
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“PARADE,” from page 4“ELECTION,” from page 1
vote per person,” Daraldik said. “Every username 

is unique [to the person voting], which means people 
won’t be able to vote more than once.”

For previous elections, English teachers were 
given the paper ballots to hand out to their freshman, 
sophomore, and junior classes. While government and 
economics teachers distributed the paper ballots to the 
seniors. 

“The paper ballots would go to a specific teacher,” 
said Daraldik.

“We would know how many people each student 
had for each grade, so we knew how many people 
should be voting.”

The freshman elections were held online as well. 
Each student has a voting time-frame of two to three 
days. 

Daraldik plans on asking a freshman, sophomore, 
and junior to learn how to use the system so when he 
graduates someone will know how to use it. 

“Justice,” from page 5
“It’s like every single time we turn around there 

is another black man being killed,” Choice said. 
“I have a 28 and a 21-year-old son and all I 

could think was this could have been my son or my 
brother.”

Gordon tries to remain optimistic.
“I want every black kid my age to be confident 

in their skin,” Gordon said. 
“I want them to walk around confidently, and be 

confident in themselves.”

charge of making SGA’s float.
“Shane was in charge of the committee but every-

one was welcome to help,” said Daraldik. 
“Our theme is Mr. 305 because Mr. Stewart is in 

room 305 and he’s bald just like Pitbull.”
The floats would not be driven by students. Only 

teachers, club sponsors and parents would have been 
allowed to drive due to safety reasons.

“The cars would’ve been driven at a walking pace, 
so the band and cheerleaders could keep up with them,” 
Daraldik said. 

“They would have looped around the school once, 
so the people walking with the parade could stop at the 
booths that would’ve been set up.

“Clubs that didn’t want to have an actual float 
would’ve been able to set up a booth. 

“People from the floats and at the booths would 
have been throwing beads and giving away refresh-
ments.”


