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Leon alumna Christy Daly is an 
advocate for teenagers who wind 
up in legal troubles.

Daly graduated from Leon 
High School in 1993 and then con-
tinued her education at Tallahassee 
Community College and Florida 
State University.

Daly received an associates of 
art degree from Tallahassee Com-
munity College and a bachelor’s 
degree in social work from Florida 
State University.  

Daly has held leadership po-
sitions since 2007 at the Florida 
Department of Juvenile Justice in-
cluding Deputy Secretary, Chief of 
Staff, Legislative Director and Ex-
ternal Affairs Director.

“My time at Leon was the best time 
of my life,” Daly said. “I look back on 
high school with the fondest memories. 
My best friends today are my best friends 
from high school.

“Leon has such a level of tradition 
that friendship and family becomes an 
important part of your life.”

During her time at Leon, Daly was a 
part of Anchor service club and was a bat 

girl.
“One of my favorite memories at 

Leon was sitting out on the front lawn 
at lunch with friends,” Daly said.

Daly knew at a very young age that 
she wanted a career working with kids

“My teachers at Leon really inspired 
me to follow my career path,” Daly said. 

“The support from teachers and my 
experiences at Leon made me a stronger 
person and solidified my desire to help 

kids.”
Daly is currently the Secretary 

of the Department of Juvenile Jus-
tice. Daly oversees all the juvenile 
justice programs in the state of 
Florida. 

Florida has the largest juvenile 
justice system in the country.

“I’m very proud that we have 
brought the lowest amount of juve-
nile arrest in Florida in 40 years,” 
Daly said.

Daly works with Florida’s 
youth, focusing on efforts to im-
prove their lives through efforts that 
include prevention, diversion, early 
intervention, probation, secure de-
tention, residential commitment and 
aftercare.

Daly did an internship at Capital 
City Youth Services during her last se-
mester in college and continued work-
ing there for four years. 

Daly later moved to the state-wide 
organization the Florida Network of 
Youth and Family Services.

“I love my work and I love what we 
stand for when kids come into our sys-
tem today,” Daly said “This is a system 
when we assure parents that we take 

Tackling stereotypes, diving into 
current events and creating a more inclu-
sive Leon now comes at a small cost for 
students: a packed lunch. 

The Brown Bag Lunch group meets 
in Room 225 most weeks to discuss so-
cial issues that are relevant both inside 
and outside of school. From the end 
of fourth period until the bell rings for 
fifth, participants have the opportunity to 
share their own experiences and listen to 
the experiences of others. The conversa-
tions are open to anyone from Leon.

The idea originated from several 
conversations between English teacher 
Jennifer Roady-Lawson and Student 
Body President Caroline Kirk. After 
Kirk found success in the 2016 Student 
Government Association election, she 
and Roady-Lawson brainstormed about 
ways to promote unity and understand-
ing within the student body.

“[The goal was] to build some 
bridges between groups in such a large 
school,” Roady-Lawson said.

The pair drew inspiration from The 
Village Square, an association of adults 
that meets periodically in downtown 
Tallahassee to debate controversial top-
ics. The Village Square often features a 
prominent guest speaker and strikes up 
in-depth conversation among commu-
nity members.

Roady-Lawson and Kirk also talked 
about problems Kirk had seen during her 
campaign. She wanted to fulfill her slo-
gan of “We Are Leon,” breaking barriers 
she had witnessed around school.

The result was Brown Bag Lunch. 
It had its first gathering on Wednesday, 
Feb. 22. It was “packed” with what 
Roady-Lawson estimates was more than 
40 students. 

Some students were stunned by the 
amount of participation.

“I was surprised to see how many 
people cared [about social issues],” ju-
nior participant Walker Webb said. 

Kirk and Roady-Lawson started the 
discussion by inviting them to write on 
two handmade chalkboards. One was la-
belled “What do you want to talk about?” 
and one “What do you believe in?” 

The participants’ responses ranged 
from “communism” to “social media” on 
the left and “the Constitution” to “trans 
rights” on the right. From there, the stu-
dents bounced around stories and opin-
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Christy Daly is focused on steering kids away from crimino-
genic behavior.

Please see LUNCH, page 12Please see DALY, page 12

To the tragic dismay 
of countless former Leon 
alumni, beloved high 
school teacher and in-
spiration Judy Steverson 
passed away from cancer 
at the age of 71.  

 Over her 27-year ca-
reer as a yearbook and 
High Life advisor, Ste-
verson managed to inspire 
and encourage hundreds 
of future journalists and 
other public servants.

 “She was molding the 
clay,” former High Life 
editor Steve Megargee 
said. “She was creating 
real journalists out of kids 
who barely had any skills. 
She always verbally re-
minded me of my poten-
tial.”

 Not only did Steverson teach her 
students how to write correctly, but she 
also pushed her students to be bold. In 
former High Life editor Jim Lamar’s 

ninth grade year, Steverson made it pos-
sible for him and his fellow students to 
personally interview Governor Bob Gra-
ham.

“We all had to ask a 
question or we didn’t get 
a grade,” Lamar said. “So 
we were 15 years old in-
terviewing people like the 
governor or Secretary of 
State. You had to be fear-
less, not timid.”

 Throughout her time 
as a yearbook and news-
paper advisor, Steverson 
was adamant for those 
classes to be “student-
driven.” According to 
Lamar, she believed it 
was primarily her job to 
“plant the seed” of love 
for the publications.

 Steverson taught her 
students to always check 
facts with another source 
and that details matter. 
Her lessons most cer-
tainly paid off when her 
newspaper and yearbook 
students earned more 

than 40 major state and national awards 
throughout her term as the advisor. Ad-
ditionally, her newspaper and yearbook 

Please see STEVERSON, page 12

Judy Steverson died at age 71 on Wednesday, March 15 at Grandview Living.
  photo courtesy of yearbook
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Send the immigrants to space
Caroline Kirk
Editorial Editor

Rocky, sandy and full of 
picturesque habitable zones, 
the new and exotic TRAP-
PIST-1 is about to be the most 
sought after travel destination 
on the market. And you are of 
the select and distinguished 
population that the United 
States government is eager to 
send. 

Have you ever been called 
a terrorist? Have you been 
called a criminal because of 
your ethnicity? Have you ever 
been told you will one day 
build a wall to keep you out 
of the very place you’ve been 
working so hard to go?

If you answered “yes” to 
any of the previous questions, 
then TRAPPIST-1 is meant for 
you. Visiting here is nothing 
like a “ban” at all. Think of 
it, rather, as a permanent and 
highly exclusive vacation. 

Just the other day, the Na-
tional Aeronautics and Space 
Administration released its 
findings on this new solar sys-
tem. TRAPPIST-1 consists of 
seven Earth-sized planets that 
are likely to have liquid water. 
This would allow them to hold 
human life.

Not only will you be free 
to live without fear, you will 
be provided all the necessi-
ties for life: food, water and 
shelter. 

We absolutely need your 
help to sustain this new com-
munity. We greet you from 
Iran, Iraq, Somalia, Sudan, 
Yemen, Syria and Libya - and 
all of the “Mexicans” too. 
We admire your perseverance 
and skills. Although President 
Trump may not “want you 
here [in America]” we would 
love to have you and all of 
your “baggage.” 

Forget the new execu-
tive order. Forget the refugee 
program. TRAPPIST-1 puts an 
end to the refugee crisis. Some 
would compare this new solar 
system to a sort of Israel for all 
refugees.

No more need to live in 
fear of someone shooting you 
because they think you could 

and heat of the day, we have 
explosive temperatures to keep 
you warm and tanned on one 
side of TRAPPIST-1e. 

However, if you seek the 
serene and frigid temperatures 
of night, the other side of this 
exoplanet will accommodate 
you perfectly. 

If you think about it, the 
climate isn’t much different 
than what you people are used 
to. Hot and desolate desert ge-
ography—this will only make 
you feel more at home.

No more waiting 18 
months to two years to be 
granted entry to America. 
Just sign up, show up and if 
you fit the description you’re 

maybe... possibly... look like a 
terrorist. Even though the pres-
ident and his staff completely 
disregard the fact that refugees 
from these seven singled out 
countries have killed a whop-
ping total of zero people in the 
U.S. from the year 1975-2015, 
we see that this is your reality. 

We understand that just 
20 out of the 3.25 million 
refugees allowed to come into 
the United States have been 
convicted of “attempting” or 
“committing” terrorism in the 
U.S. over the past 40 years. 
Those numbers don’t scare us. 
They prepare us. And we are 
ready for you.

If you love the sand, sun 

welcome aboard to your lovely 
new home.

You won’t have to worry 
about regulations or vetting on 
this trip either. You can bring 
anything and everything you 
need for your flight to TRAP-
PIST-1. 

We will provide you with 
the most luxurious accommo-
dations on the trip over. Plush 
sand and rocky sitting areas 
will expand across the majority 
of the ship to prepare you for 
life on TRAPPIST-1e. 

The tents and sleeping bags 
will be of the highest quality 
and your food will come from 
the most demanded middle-
eastern chefs in the world. 

Your experience will be 
full of comfort and acceptance. 
Everyone back on Earth will be 
jealous of the journey. 

For the last quarter of the 
trip you will prepare and learn 
skill sets needed to start a new 
and sustainable community on 
TRAPPIST-1e. 

Upon arrival, you will be 
ready to tackle any and all 
challenges. However, we don’t 
expect there will be anything to 
truly get in your way.

At the rate Earth is de-
composing, it will be a toxic 
environment by the time you 
have grandchildren. So come 
join us at TRAPPIST-1e where 
our priority will be to create a 
stable and maintainable world 
for generations to come. 

Imagine the grandchildren 
of the Americans begging to 
come to your home because 
they let the people and big busi-
nesses ruin theirs.

A fresh start is what we all 
need at this point, and you’re 
lucky enough to have the op-
portunity at your fingertips. We 
will fulfill all your needs and 
TRAPPIST-1e will fulfill all 
your dreams of a stable home.

Although this program is 
American government run, we 
promise that TRAPPIST-1e is a 
Trump-free zone. 

There will be no preju-
dice on the new settlement, 
because you will all be consid-
ered equal. You will be free to 
celebrate your unadulterated 
culture, religion and beliefs as 
you please.

Please join us next month to 
board this exciting expedition. 
All plans are in the works and 
our spacecraft is loaded with 
the newest technology. 

Get your things together 
and prepare for launch. There 
is so much hope in this journey 
as it will bring you to a place of 
ease, support and love. 

Unwanted, deplorable 
immigrants and refugees we 
NEED you. Your new life 
on TRAPPIST-1e is ready to 
begin. Congratulations and safe 
travels. 

Oh, and the best part is…it 
will only take 159,000 years to 
arrive. 

This illustration depicts the seven planets that make up the TRAPPIST-1 solar system. Recently discovered by 
NASA, this solar system has potential to sustain life.   

      Cosmos Magazine

Using the Spitzer Space Telescope and ground-based telescopes, scientists have inferred that this would be an 
accurate graphic of exoplanet Trappist-1f’s surface. 

      NASA/JPL-Caltech 

A satire regarding the current immigrant crisis
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I am going to be blunt. No one can 
say anything these days without it being 
considered offensive, racist or turning 
into a political debate.

Every comment must be politically 
correct and one must tip-toe around the 
feelings of others. We hear it everywhere, 
from speeches given by politicians to stu-
dents in a classroom setting. No one, it 
seems, can just speak their minds plainly 
anymore.

National Basketball Association 
player Roy Hibbert was fined $75,000 for 
saying, “no homo,” during a press confer-
ence. That is of the most ridiculous things 
I have ever heard. 

Many of my classmates start their 
sentences with, “I’m not being racist 
but,” or, “I’m not trying to be offensive.”

It’s time that everyone grows up a lit-
tle and starts acting maturely about these 
concepts.

We are labeled as one of the most 
coddled and overly sensitive generations 
in history, and I can see why.

Everyone constantly drives home the 
theory that we must discuss the conflicts 
happening in today’s society in order to 

find solutions. They claim that won’t 
progress if people don’t become com-
fortable enough to talk openly about a 
problem. 

However, when people try to accom-
plish this, they are labeled as offensive 
and it turns into a political debate com-
parable to WWIII. 

It’s time to get over it
Hannah Rodriguez

Sports Editor 

In this day and age there 
are complaints that the general 
public is too “sensitive” to-
wards social issues.

 For some this is a source 
of discomfort. I am not one of 
those people. 

I believe that we are finally 
aware of social problems so-
ciety has ignored for decades. 
I believe we must take every 
opportunity to voice the way 
certain words and actions af-
fect us. 

Being politically correct 
could come off as adding limits 
to the things one says or does.

The point of being politi-
cally correct is “not impinging 
on other people’s freedom of 
speech, just making sure that 
you don’t offend somebody 
with your freedom of speech” 
Trinity University junior Kay-
lin O’Bryan said. 

Blackface was commonly 
used in American films all the 
way up until the 1920s. Back 
then, audiences freely laughed 
not thinking of its repercus-

No, I will not ‘get over it’
Maya Levy

Editorial Editor 
sions until the mid-20th century 
when changing racial views 
eliminated that form of enter-
tainment. 

Blackface is only one exam-
ple of bigoted entertainment that 
was popular in America. It took 
sensitivity to end that humiliat-
ing act.

The topic of rape has also 
been the butt of jokes since the 
beginning of the women’s rights 
movement.

Saturday Night Live, a 
NBC classic, is a satirical com-
edy show that has created two 
sketches that make fun of rape. 
One is titled, “Is It Date Rape?” 
This sketch is about a fake game 
show that tries to answer the 
question in the title. The entire 
skit lightly makes fun of the 
anti-rape movement on college 
campuses.

Although many found that 
skit witty, others were deeply of-
fended at the insensitivity to the 
321,000 (according to the Rape, 
Abuse, and Incest National Net-
work) annual victims of sexual 
assault in this country.

I am all for satire, in fact, it 
is my favorite form of comedy. 

But there is a difference be-
tween saying the things others 
don’t say and saying offensive 
things just to get a laugh. 

Since those SNL skits were 
first performed, there has been  
an uprise on social media about 
rape jokes, and now it is less 
common to find comedians and 
comedy shows telling those 
jokes. 

Some would complain that 
people against entertainment 
making fun of very serious top-
ics have no sense of humor. 

I would not like to have a 
sense of humor that belittles an 
entire race or victims of assault.  

If the only jokes a come-
dian can make are offensive to 
a whole group of people, then 
they aren’t very good at their 
job. 

Another topic of controver-
sy concerning political correct-
ness is cultural appropriation.  

According to Susan Scafidi, 
a law professor at Fordham Uni-
versity, cultural appropriation 
is “taking intellectual property, 
traditional knowledge, cultural 
expressions, or artifacts from 
someone else’s culture without 

permission.” 
An example of this is using 

elements of Native American 
culture like the headdress as 
a fashion accessory when you 
yourself are not of direct Native 
American descent. 

This can be harmful to cul-
tures that have been oppressed 
for centuries like Native Ameri-
can cultures. It makes those of 
that culture feel used and those 
appropriating that culture look 
ignorant. 

The topic of cultural appro-
priation has been controversial 
because there are many people 
that say it promotes segrega-
tion and separation among the 
world’s cultures. It is also used 
as an example of why we are too 
politically correct.

I believe that cultural appro-
priation does not exist to seg-
regate us. It also does not stop 
people from exploring other cul-
tures. 

However, it does stop peo-
ple from using aspects of a cul-
ture they do not belong to for 
their personal gain. 

To clarify, I do believe some 
methods of politically correct-

ness may be over the top. 
I also think that speech 

should not be limited under any 
circumstance.

Although, almost every 
massive social conflict has oc-
curred because one group of 
people didn’t listen to another 
group of people.

 We should be celebrating 
the fact that people are empow-
ered enough to express how cer-
tain things make them feel. 

Because of these politically 
correct standards, young people 
feel the importance to voice 
their feelings and opinions. 

We are creating generations 
of revolutionaries. 

We may not all agree or have 
the same opinion, but at least we 
all have something worth fight-
ing for. 

I, for one, see the beauty in 
our freedom of expression. 

 It’s not crying over what 
other people do or say, it’s 
standing up for who you are and 
what you believe in. 

Oppression ends when peo-
ple start to listen. The key is not 
to get over it, but to have discus-
sions and listen to others. 

“Freedom of 
speech is more 
important than 
hurting some-

body’s feel-
ings.”

Too many people are being silenced 
because their words challenge others and 
are inconvenient for those who disagree. 

Freedom of speech is more important 
than hurting someone’s feelings.

 Not everyone is going to agree about 
what is happening in the U.S. today, and 
that is something that our generation 

needs to learn to accept, especially while 
we’re in high school.

It is time to start talking about world-
ly affairs in the classroom.

It is time to start talking about rac-
ism, terrorism, religious beliefs, LGBT 
issues, partisanship and other issues sur-
rounding our generation.

We have lost our fundamental right 
of freedom of speech because of the fear 
of offending those around us.

Aristotle said, “It is the mark of an 
educated mind to be able to entertain a 
thought without accepting it.” 

When you share an alternative opin-
ion, it is not always to try and convince 
others you are right.

 Sometimes it is just to share more 
than the two most prominent opinions 
that overpower all else- the liberal or 
conservative opinions. 

In the real world, people are not go-
ing to care about hurting your feelings, 
and that is the harsh reality of the world 
we live in. 

In this country, there are still racists, 
homophobics, as well as extremists and 
some of the most closed-minded people 
you will ever meet.

Learning how to talk about difficult 
topics now without getting so sensitive 

and offended by everything is a skill that 
is invaluable to our success in the future.

No one can make you feel inferior 
without your consent. These are words 
that we have heard countless times in our 
lifetime.

If someone says something you don’t 
like, instead of hurtling insults at them, 
prove them wrong- it is the best type of 
revenge.

There is a difference between speech 
that is used to incite violence and speech 
that is simply opinionated.

Hate speech is never acceptable and 
should be stopped. 

However, the next time you hear 
someone make a comment you don’t 
agree with, before immediately labeling 
them as a racist, derogatory or offensive, 
take a second to ponder their perspective 
before judging them.

If you find yourself getting offended 
everything someone says, it’s time to 
look inside and see that maybe you’re the 
problem, not them.

For a culture that has made it a goal to 
become more open-minded and accept-
ing, I find that we are one of the quickest 
to condemn someone who disagrees with 
us because we have become so sensitive 
as a generation.  
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Marine veteran hired as senior instructor

Seniors spread positivity

Leon recently hired a new senior 
marine instructor for its Leadership pro-
gram, known as ROTC. 

Senior marine instructor Russell 
Brown retired in 2015 after over twenty 
years of service. He holds what is called 
an, “enlisted position,” meaning he has 
obtained the highest rank in the Marines. 

The position at Leon had been open 
for about seven months Brown said, and 
he was given the opportunity to come to 
fill the position. 

He was impressed with the things he 
learned about Leon through research and 
visiting, and decided this was the right 
job for him. 

Principal Billy Epting said the selec-
tion process for a new senior marine in-
structor is a very meticulous process. 

Positively Post-It week  included many lunch time activities, including making bracelets, painting 
banners and listening to the band The Happenings.

Nadaley Jones
Staff Writer

Cristina Williams
News Writer

This year, seniors Caroline 
Kirk and Amanda Willis con-
tinued to promote positivity 
through the annual Positively 
Post-It campaign.

Positively Post-It took place 
during the week before spring 
break, March 6- March 10. To 
begin the week, members of 
Student Government wrote pos-
itive messages on post-it notes 
and put them on the desks of 
their classmates.

This campaign was started 
two years ago by Caroline Kirk 
and alumna Elyse Thompson, 
and it has grown to include other 
schools.

Thompson is currently ini-
tiating Positively Post-It at her 
college, Emory University, in 
Atlanta, Georgia.

“I am implementing Posi-
tively Post-It in all the freshman 
dorms on Emory’s campus,” 
Thompson said. 

“Everything will be the 
same except messages will be 
written in a variety of languages 
so international students can re-

late too.”
This is Willis’s first year 

helping with the project, and she 
and Kirk focused on the activi-
ties that took place during lunch. 

They wanted to give stu-
dents a place to come and meet 
new people in a relaxed and pos-
itive setting. 

Every day they had a differ-
ent activity planned for lunch.

“For people that really get 
into it,” Willis said, “ [Positively 
Post It] is a time for people to 
be with other positive people, 
while making their mark on 
Leon together.”

On Monday, March 6, the 
band, The Happenings, per-
formed while students wrote 
post-it notes with positive mes-
sages on them. 

Students also wrote posi-
tives quotes on a banner that 
was hung up in the lobby. 

During lunch on Tuesday, 
they had another banner with a 
positive quote on it that students 
could splatter paint. 

They also wrote positive 
messages around the front of the 
school with chalk.

“I think Positively Post-It 

brought a 
lot of joy 
to Leon’s 
campus,” 
The Hap-
p e n i n g s 
b a n d 
m e m b e r 
Erin Hill 
said. “We 
all have 
s c h o o l 
spirit, but 
it was 
nice to 
focus the 
positivity 
t o w a r d s 
each oth-
er.”

O n 
Wednes-
day, they 
put out 
s o m e 
blankets and made bracelets 
with quotes on them. 

On Thursday, there was a 
station at which people wrote 
personalized cards to their 
friends. 

On Friday, the hallways in 
the main building were deco-

rated with  thousands of colorful 
Post-It notes, made by people at 
lunch and in Student Govern-
ment.

All throughout the week, 
two shirt styles and hats were 
sold at lunch. 

The profits went to Student 
Government. 

Applicants with requirements to ful-
fill the position are hard to come by, but  
are extremely respected once they are 
found.

“We are leaders and mentors in the 
Marines,” Brown said. “We lead, we 
teach and we hopefully inspire. That is 
what I hope to accomplish at Leon.”

Brown  is originally from South Car-
olina, and enlisted when he was around 
the age of 18. 

“I was lost around them as a kid, 
Brown said. “I didn’t have a lot of focus, 
and I knew that college wasn’t for me.” 

 “After being introduced to a recruit-
er by a former Marine and talking to my 
parents, I enlisted for the next 27 years.” 

His career has offered him a lot of 
travel opportunities. 

Brown has been to Japan, which he 
particularly loved due to their culture.

He admired how they do everything 
with pride and dignity, even the lowest 

tasks. 
He said the Japanese treat each job 

as if it is the highest ranking position in 
the working world, which he does not see 
much in the working world. 

He also has visited Thailand, Cambo-
dia, the Philippines and Burma. He also 
has been all over Europe and to Africa 
for a few visits. 

He hopes to inspire the kids he teach-
es each day rather than force them into a 
military career. 

“As kids you all don’t really grasp 
the potential you all have inside of you,” 
Brown said. “All of the kids I have met 
at Leon have nothing but greatness inside 
of them.”

“I want to help them all bring that 
out, they have all the tools to unlock it, 
and I’m just assisting.”

His counterpart is the Gunnery Ser-
geant Anthony Reaves who is the marine 
instructor. 

The two of them co-teach and spend 
a lot of time together. 

Reaves says he believes Brown is the 
perfect fit for the senior marine instruc-
tor job.

“He is everything a Marine is,” 
Reaves said. “He believes in honor, cour-
age and commitment, which follows the 
core values of the Marines.”

“He truly believes in the program, 
and he is kind, caring and professional 
like any other Marine.” 

Brown also spent some time work-
ing in the corporate world, which he said 
was not the right fit for him. 

“As a Marine I have such a strong 
work ethic, and  in the business world, 
I was not surrounded by others with the 
same morals that I uphold,” Brown said. 

“I was also raised through my mili-
tary career to be a mentor and a teacher, 
so I knew this position was the right one 
for me.”

    photo courtesy of Amanda Willis

During lunch, Willis video-
taped the festivities and put to-
gether a short film to encourage 
other schools to do their own 
Positively Post-It campaign.

Willis and Kirk began plan-
ning the activities for the week 
early in February at the Student 
Government State Conference. 
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Freshman has passion for acting

French teacher takes leave of absence
Kesi Jackson
Features Editor

Nadaley Jones
Staff Writer

Since he was a toddler, freshman 
John Malley has shown an exceptional 
amount of talent and interest in the 
theatre world. 

This year, he played the key role of 
Atticus Finch in Leon’s recent produc-
tion of “To Kill a Mockingbird”.

Leon’s drama teacher Lea Marshall 
was one of the directors of the show and 
taught Malley drama during his tod-
dler years at Temple Israel. Marshall is 
happy to have him as a student again.

She chose Malley for the part of 
Atticus Finch because of his “attention 
to detail and his determination to really 
become the character, not just play the 
role.”

“He has a [great] gravitas,” 
Marshall said. 

“I noticed his presence and manner 
are more of an older gentleman, not a 
high school freshman. He really memo-
rized it and added his own physicality to 
the role. 

“He also followed the stage di-
rections within the text, during his 
audition, which lots of people would 
not think to do. I am a big respecter of 
the text in a play, so that really spoke 
volumes to me.”

French teacher Colette Clarke has left Leon for an 
undetermined amount of time. 

“Officially,” Clarke said, “I’m taking a leave of 
absence and that’s because my husband has a sabbati-
cal.

“He’s a professor of oceanography at FSU so he’s 
going to be doing research up north at Woods Hole 
Oceanographic Institute in Cape Cod, Massachusetts.” 

Clarke says that they have known about this for 
a while and her husband’s sabbatical could coincide 
with a potential retirement for her, although it is hard 
for her to think about leaving school permanently. 

“I might come back as a teacher or I might not,” 
Clarke said. “I might come back in a different capac-
ity either working with the county or working with 
foreign language teachers.

“I’m just trying to take this time off to really think 
about if there is another way I can work with people 
and help people.”

Clarke says that she will not be teaching while she 
is in Massachusetts. 

“I’m just going to be relaxing and doing weird 
things like reading a book in the middle of the day,” 
Clarke said. “I’ll also be taking a photography class, 
sightseeing, and go to a few concerts or plays-things 
that I normally don’t have a lot of time to do. I’m 
devoting this period to doing  new things.”

Clarke said that she is thinking of her time off as a 
personal sabbatical away from teaching that just hap-
pens to coincide with her husband’s. 

Clarke has taught every grade from preschool to 
college.  

“I’ve been teaching at Leon for eleven years,” 
Clarke said. “Fairview for six years, preschool for 
four years, Holy Comforter for a couple years, and at 
the university level before that.

“The time that I have is going to give me the time 

to think and to see if I want to continue teaching.”
Her husband’s sabbatical lasts until the end of the 

semester, where Clarke will then be taking her last 
trip to France with the students who participate in the 
exchange program. 

She will be meeting the students in France, where 
they will be travelling for a week in Paris and a week 
in Dijon. 

Senior Mira Arnold had Clarke as a teacher for her 
sophomore and junior years for French 2 and 3. She 
also hosted French students for those two years through 
a program that Clarke founded.

“She was very resourceful during the hosting 
process,” Arnold said. “I became really close to her af-
terwards because she had to do a home visit to see how 
the French exchange student was doing.”

Arnold went to France last summer and said it was 

Madame Colette Clarke and Mira Arnold at the French 
National Honors Society Banquet. 

photo courtesy of Mira Arnold

Kafui Ablordeppey was the other 
director involved in the production. He 
said Malley’s audition and personality 
spoke volumes to him. 

“John really came into the audi-
tion to claim his part, versus hoping to 
receive it,” Ablordeppy said. “It was 
remarkable, the moment he stepped on 
stage before he even read, I knew who 
he was and I knew what he came to do.

“He has an amazing work ethic for 
someone so young. He did not come to 
play at all. He came to work.”

Malley says he was intrigued with 
the character of Atticus from the begin-
ning. 

“He is a very complex character,” 
Malley said. “And getting to know him, 
building a persona to become him, was 
an interesting experience.”

Malley says “To Kill a Mocking-
bird” helped him grow tremendously as 
an actor. 

Discussing motives and internal 
thoughts to truly become his character 
was a learning experience and only 
pushed him deeper into his love for the 
arts. 

Malley struggles with anxiety but 
says the theatre helps dispel those fears.

“When I’m on the stage, I don’t feel 
nervous at all,” Malley said. “I feel very 
calm, like it’s where I belong.”

Malley practices anxiety prevention 
tactics, such as messing with a “fidget 
cube” or fiddling with something in his 
hands to help him remain calm. 

Leon truly gave Malley a push into 
acting. 

He was the only boy in his theater 
program at Trinity Catholic School dur-
ing his sixth grade year.

The program eventually branched 
out when more boys began to join, but 

nothing compared to the acting opportu-
nities he has been given at Leon.

Participating in several choral 
groups such as Mane Event and a theater 
class taught by Lea Marshall, has helped 
him reaffirm that theater is his greatest 
and strongest passion. 

Malley hopes to continue to grow as 
an actor, continue to take strong leads 
and learn to perfect his craft as more 
productions come and go in the future.

John Malley playing Atticus Finch is pictured left on stage, next to Scout, during 
Leon’s production of ‘To Kill a Mockingbird”. 

photo courtesy of Lea Marshall

a life-changing experience.
“I learned so much and became so proficient in the 

language,” Arnold said. “I’m glad she pushed me to 
go even though I was nervous. She was very reassur-
ing through it all.”

Arnold said that Clarke is a very kind woman.
 “I feel like she’s really shaped my life in a posi-

tive way,” Arnold said. “I want to minor in French 
when I go to college and I wouldn’t have thought of 
that without her.

“She’s very passionate about the language and 
she’s a great teacher. That’s what made me want to 
pursue that.

“I’m going to college next year so I’m learning 
how to come to terms with leaving stuff behind, but 
she’s definitely going to be a person that I miss.”

Fellow French teacher Suzanne Byrnes took over 
Clarke’s second, third, and fourth period, while Annie 
Voisin will be teaching periods five and six. 

“It’s going to be split up and I think that’s better. 
It’s a lot for one person who’s not accustomed to the 
routine so it’ll be easier this way,” Clarke said.

“I think we’re going to have the best of all pos-
sible worlds. This will give the students a chance to 
hear another accent and to have another perspective.”

Clarke said that she usually teaches a short book, 
The Little Prince, to her French 3 class. 

“During the last term, we read Le Petit Prince, a 
really lovely story about friendship and values in life,” 
Clarke said. “Mrs. Byrnes will be teaching that to the 
French 3 students and she really loves that book.

“Leaving isn’t the easiest of things [to do]. When 
I was leaving Fairview and I had the chance to come 
to Leon, one of my good friends said to me, ‘Change 
is good’. 

“Change can bring about a lot of good opportuni-
ties. She said to look at like I was leaving a good situ-
ation but I was also going to a good situation.

“I’m looking at this in the same way, that change 
is good and that this will be enlightening.”
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ROTARY: STUDENTS AROUND THE WORLD
Campbell takes on Germany

Ever since sophomore Ashley 
Campbell was nine years old, becom-
ing a rotary student has been her life-
long “destiny.”

Campbell has spent the past year 
as an exchange student in Germany, 
studying abroad and living out her 
dream. 

“In middle school, I used to intro-
duce myself to everyone saying, ‘Hi 
my name is Ashley Campbell, and I 
will be living in a different country in 
high school,’ ” Campbell said. 

During her time, Campbell has 
lived in two cities: Loope and Marien-
heide. She has had two host families, 
both of whom she loved.

“My host families have been 
amazing,” Campbell said. “They are 
truly my second family.”

Over time, Campbell has come to 
speak the German language almost 
fluently, which is quite an incredible 
feat considering she began studying 
the language in January of 2016. 

Campbell’s biggest takeaway from 
this foreign experience has to do with 
the irrelevance of stereotypes between 

EmmaLea Reed
Double-Truck Editor

EmmaLea Reed
Double-Truck Editor

different countries.
“Our idea of a foreign country 

is not as foreign as we think it is,” 
Campbell said. “Everyone here is just 
like you and me.”

Contrary to the popular belief that 
Germans are obnoxious and closed 
off, Campbell sees no difference be-
tween her friends at home in America, 
and the people who she interacts with 
daily in Germany.

Rotary is an international network 
of 1.2 million people worldwide who 
come together to make positive, last-
ing change in communities both at 
home and abroad.

The goal of the Rotary program is 
to bring the world together through the 
process of exposing students to differ-
ent cultures that may be very different 
from that of their own.

The program’s motto to place “ser-
vice above self” serves as its guiding 
principle in all that it does, imple-
menting service, fellowship, diversity, 
integrity and leadership skills into its 
work. 

Rotary is made up of three main 
parts: Rotary clubs, Rotary Interna-
tional and the Rotary Foundation.

These three parts join together 
to push toward one cause, and work 
toward its goals, step by step. 

In order to accomplish its goals, 
Rotary participants involve themselves  
in a multitude of projects to help hu-
manity as a whole.

Currently, participants are in-
volved in a project called “End Polio 
Now.” 

Polio is a deadly disease that is 
incredibly close to being eradicated. 

In fact, in the last 30 years, a 
global public-private partnership has 
reduced the poliovirus case load by 

99.9 percent. 
Rotary members have played a 

key role in helping to end the polio-
virus, as well as many other diseases 
like malaria, HIV and Alzheimer’s. 

The Rotary Club first began in 
1905, when Paul P. Harris called a 
meeting to order in downtown Chi-
cago. 

By 1925, Rotary had grown to 200 
clubs nationwide with over 20,000 
members. 

In the 112 years that have passed 

since Rotary International was estab-
lished, it has grown to over 35,000 
clubs worldwide. 

According to its website, these 
clubs all work towards the same goals: 
to promote peace, fight disease, provide 
clean water/hygiene, save mothers and 
children, support education and grow 
local economies.

This organization also affects peo-
ple on a more individual level through 
the youth exchange program. 

The exchange program provides 

Fullerton Sunrise Rotary 
Rotary International works to provide clean water to groups worldwide in order to im-
prove their health and hygiene. 

Ashley Campbell dressed as a sheep in the German Cologne Carnival parade, which is 
celebrated in Loope, Germany.

Campbell has had 
an abundance of opportunities to 
experience different places, people 
and things during her stay.

While living in Loope, 
Campbell had the opportunity 
to walk in a Cologne Carnival 
parade, which is similar to 
having a huge, city-wide party. 
The Carnival celebration unites 
the entire town, and welcomes 

everyone with open arms – even 
Americans. 

Throughout this whole ex-
perience, Campbell says that she 
“miss[es her] family deeply, but 
would not give up a moment in 
Germany.”

Coming home, Campbell is not 
only bringing a plethora of stories, 
but also a vast amount of 
life lessons that 
have made her 
stronger as a 
person.

Rotary at a Glance

Caroline Zapert
Brazil

photo courtesy of Ashley Campbell

stu-

dents 
with the op-
portunity to travel to a 
foreign country, learn its language, 
experience its culture and truly be-
come global citizens. 

Students varying from ages 15 
to 19 can apply to the program, and 
stay with a host family for as long as 
a full academic year. 

The application process includes 
a multitude of steps that must be fol-
lowed in order to place the students 
in the place they will most thrive. 

Students have the opportunity 
to select the top five countries that 
they would be interested in visiting 
and they find out which country they 
have been placed in around Christ-
mas time that same year. 

The yearlong exchange program 
has been described as “an entire life-
time in a year,” and has proven to be 
a positive, life changing experience 
for those who decide to participate.

Rotary touches the lives of mil-
lions of people around the world, and 
it continues to do so with the help of 
good-hearted people and generous 
donors. 
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ROTARY: STUDENTS AROUND THE WORLD
Zapert finds adventure in Brazil
Caroline Sipple

Double-Truck Editor

ering returning for the second half of 
college.

Part of the reason Zapert has en-
joyed her experience so much is be-
cause of the efforts she made to im-
merse herself in the culture. 

Her first host family didn’t speak 
any English so she quickly had to learn. 

Murphy experiences life abroad 
Caroline Sipple

Double-Truck Editor

“She wasn’t thrilled with Brazil at 
first but then she got over it and really 
embraced Portuguese and Brazil’s cul-
ture,” Zapert’s friend Piper Goldman 
said.

Zapert worked hard to get to where 
her Portuguese speaking skills are to-
day. She watched Netflix with subtitles, 
made her friends in Brazil stop speak-
ing English to her and listened closely 
in classes to learn words and phrases. 

One of the biggest accomplish-
ments for her is that she can now tell 
and understand jokes in Portuguese. 
She feels that she talks the same way in 
Portugese that she did in English.

“This has been the best year of my 
life,” Zapert said. “The United States 
will never completely feel like home 
again.”

For her, that’s the bittersweet part 
of the program. When she leaves she 
will be leaving a whole life she made 
in Brazil.

Zapert’s friends at Leon have been 
able to tell a difference in her since she 
went to Brazil.

“Caroline is a lot happier, I know 
that for sure,” senior Jack Wingate 
said. “She loves it there.”

in English,” Murphy said.
 “I’m definitely not nervous to 

talk to people now. I used to get 
awkward around people I don’t 
know but I don’t think I’ll ever be 
like that again, because here you 
don’t know anyone at first and it’s 
in a different language too so it’s 
even worse,”

Murphy’s friends have also no-
ticed changes in him while he has 
been involved with Rotary,

“Marshall is open to a lot more 
things and has discovered some 
great people [in Denmark],” said 
Thomas Einarson.

Not only has he seen his per-
sonality grow in Denmark, but also 

Murphy has experienced notable 
differences from the United States. 
One of the most prominent is the 
schooling. 

According to Murphy, school 
is a lot more casual in Denmark. 
If teachers can’t come to class, 
instead of having a substitute, the 
class is cancelled, which happens 
often. Additionally, Denmark has 
little to no homework. He said that 
kids will complain if they get as-
signed a page or two to read, when 
that is nothing compared to what 
students face in America. 

Another major adjustment Mur-
phy had to face was the weather. 
While Florida is known for being 
colorful, bright and warm, Den-
mark is the complete opposite and 
is cold and doesn’t experience 
much sunlight

“Everything is going to seem 
really bright when I come back to 
America,” Murphy said. “I see pic-
tures of Florida and I’m like ‘Oh 
my God, I’m blind.’ ”

Even though Denmark is a lot 
different from Florida, Murphy 
loves being there.

“I couldn’t imagine myself not 
doing [rotary] now, and especially 
not being in Denmark,” Murphy 
said.

Brazil was not high up on the list 
of places Caroline Zapert wanted to 
live for a year, but after over half a 
year in the state of Saõ Paulo she has 
quickly fallen in love.

During orientation for the program, 
Zapert said that Rotary used a roll-

ercoaster 
m e t a -
phor to 
describe 
h o w 

s t u -

dents may feel sadder in one month 
than they do in the next.

 “I must have gotten 
on the wrong ride,” Za-
pert said. “I don’t have 
a roller coaster. It’s been 
amazing since I got here.”

Zapert is even consid-

Junior Marshall Murphy, who 
is living in Denmark on exchange, 
has noticed considerable changes 
within himself while being over-
seas. 

Murphy decided to participate 
in Rotary when he became friends 
with a French exchange student at 
Leon his freshman year. 

“He talked about Rotary a lot 
and would tell me how good of a 
time he was having, which gave 
me the idea to do it,” Murphy said.

Parker Powell, one of Mur-
phy’s friends, feels that Murphy 
was a good candidate for the 
program.

“I wasn’t surprised [when 
Murphy decided to do Rotary]. 
Marshall is the type of person that 
is cut out for doing something like 
that,” Powell said. 

Caroline Sipple
Double-Truck Editor

Students get to choose  five 
countries they would like to live 
in. Despite that, it is ultimately the 
program’s decision. Unlike many 
students, Murphy got sent to the 
country he was hoping for.

Murphy feels that he’s changed 
a lot since living in Denmark in 
that he’s become more independent 
and outgoing.

For instance, Murphy said that 
he recently had to put money into 
his Danish bank account, which 
meant he had to talk to the people 
in Danish about getting the money 
transferred.

“I feel like a year ago I 
wouldn’t have been able to do that 

Marshall Murphy
Denmark

Ashley Campbell
Germany

Senior Caroline Zapert has spent the last seven months living in Brazil

    photo courtesy of Marshall Murphy 
Junior Marshall Murphy is enjoying his year abroad in Denmark.

    photo courtesy of Caroline Zapert 
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Exchange students travel globally

Sophomore ventures into business world

Seventeen-year-old Jesse 
Smith created his own  canoe 
and kayak rental business at 
Wacissa Springs at only 12 
years old. 

 At such a young age, Smith 
was able to get a business per-
mit and invested all his money 
to start his business. 

“I started out with just three 
canoes with wooden paddles 
that I bought with my own mon-
ey,” Smith said. 

“Now I have over 10 canoes 
and three kayaks.”

In the beginning, Smith in-
vested all profits back into the 
company.

However, he now can make 

up to $800 a day. He currently 
rents canoes and single kayaks 
for $25 a day and double kayaks 
for $35 a day.

 Smith decided to create his 
business when he had the option 
to work for his dad’s electrician 
company. 

“After my dad gave me the 
option to work for him, I decid-
ed that I wanted to work some-
where that I would enjoy and 
be able to make a profit off of,” 
Smith said.

Smith enjoys meeting peo-
ple from all over the country.

“Its rewarding seeing some-
one go down the river and hav-
ing a great time from the busi-
ness you created,” Smith said. 

Smith struggles to balance 
school and his business. 

“People will call me during 
school and ask if they can rent 
canoes and kayaks,” Smith said. 

“I have to tell them that I 
will not be able to help them.” 

Smith also enjoys taking 
pictures of the spring for his 
website.

The first time he was able to 
make money, he bought a basic 

Canon camera so he could take 
pictures of the different wildlife 
and plants on the river and put 
them on his website.

“I love working in a place 
where I grew up,” Smith said. 
“It’s something that most people 
don’t get to experience.” 

Being so young, Smith has 
faced challenges with the other 
businesses that are run on the 
river. 

One rental competitor called 
the city to complain about Smith 
selling his rentals on the boat 
ramp.

 However, there was nothing 
they could do because he had 
his permit and permission to be 
renting canoes and kayaks. 

“People come to me because 
I have some of the lowest prices 
on the spring,” Smith said.

 “I also make sure that the 
boats are cleaned and well taken 
care of all the time.” 

Smith has gotten help with 
the business during school 
breaks from Lawson Meyer, 
who is also a sophomore. 

“I started working with Jesse 
during the summer of freshman 

year to help him unload canoes 
and kayaks,” Meyer said. 

“I’ve only worked with him 
a couple of times and I look for-
ward to working with him a lot 
more. He’s very smart and nice, 

             photo courtesy of Jesse Smith
Jesse Smith’s business gets very busy on weekends, school holidays and 
during the summer.

Charles Battu, a 15-year-old French 
exchange student, crossed the Atlantic 
Ocean because of his love of football. 

Battu said that he decided to come 
here because of his interest in America’s 
culture and football. 

He plays as a quarterback on a team 
in France and loves it. 

“I wanted to come here for Ameri-
can culture, to improve my English, 
and to meet other people who weren’t 
French so I could make new friends,” 
Battu said. 

Initially, Battu wanted to do a one 
year exchange, but his parents wouldn’t 
allow him, so they agreed on a shorter 
exchange of 15 days. 

Battu says that his favorite thing 
about his experience is staying with his 
host family - junior Lane Ootz’s family. 

“I like French and I want to be fluent 
one day,” Ootz said. 

“I thought that hosting a French stu-
dent was a really good opportunity to 
expand my horizons.”

Ootz said that they worked really 
hard on improving Battu’s English. They 
did not spend as much time speaking in 
French as Ootz noticed an improvement 
in his comprehension.

People participate in cultural and 
language exchanges for other reasons. 

Junior Caylynne Teem participated 
in a language exchange to France last 
summer through the company  Language 
and Friendship. 

Similar to Charles, Teem spent 
roughly two weeks doing an exchange, 
as she spent about five days in Paris and 
seven days in Chartres, where she stayed 
with a French family. 

Teem said that she knew she wanted 
to travel abroad before she did an ex-
change. 

She decided to go last year because 
they were going to Chartres, a city 
French teacher Madame Colette Clarke 
had spoken highly about.

For a lot of students, this is not the 

case. 
Principal Billy Epting said that the 

question students need to ask them-
selves, so they can get the most out of 
their exchange, is “why are you going?” 

“If it’s just to have a two-week vaca-
tion then I’m not sure it will be as edu-
cational,” Epting said.

“If you’re looking to go into a pro-
fession where international experience 
is a plus, then I think studying abroad is 
a neat opportunity.

“Also, any time you have the oppor-
tunity to interact with a different culture 
it can give you a better perspective and 
understanding. Anytime you’re put in a 
situation where you’re a minority, you 

can learn a lot more.”
Teem said that she gained a new per-

spective while in France. 
“To be on an entirely different con-

tinent in a new city opened my eyes to a 
different perspective and changed how I 
viewed myself in the world,”  Teem said. 

Doing an exchange program helped 
her solidify her previous knowledge of 
the language, as being in the streets of 
Paris is very different from a classroom 
at Leon. 

According to Teem, a large portion 
of the people in Paris spoke English in 
addition to French. So when they real-
ized that she was American, they would 
switch to English. 

She gained the most language com-
prehension with her host family because 
she was fully immersed in the language, 
when they spoke it around the house to 
each other.

“It’s interesting to see that Ameri-
cans are at a much bigger disadvantage 
when we travel abroad because we are 
less likely to be fluent in another lan-
guage,” Epting said. 

“Where most of our counterparts in 
Europe grew up speaking multiple lan-
guages.

“I think it all depends on what you 
want to get out of it. If you’re going for 
a profession like sales or business then 
I would probably wait till college, but it 
all depends on the person.”

             photo courtesy of Caylynne Teem 
 Former exchange student Caylynne Teem posing with a French flag in Auneau, France. 

Ava Jackson
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with a bright future that I’d like 
to be a part of.”

Smith hopes to go to col-
lege at Florida State University 
to study business in order to be-
come a better businessman. 

Student starts 
his own

 business 
at 12-years 

old
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Girls tennis shines in the classroom

Hannah Rodriguez
Sports Editor

Caroline Dempsey
Online Editor

This is not a feminist article. 
I am going to begin by acknowl-
edging the fact that men and 
women are built very differ-
ently.

Genetically, men are stron-
ger and faster than women.

However, the differences in 
the rules between boys and girls 
sports seem archaic and ridicu-
lous. 

In lacrosse, for example, 
men are allowed significant 
body contact, while women are 
not.

In the Olympics, there is 
no women’s 1500m swimming 
event. The furthest distance they 
compete is the 800m.

Women also do not compete 
in the same number of Olympic 
shooting events, and there are 
more weight divisions in box-
ing, wrestling and weightlifting 
for the men.

Women are not competing 
against men in these events, 
and should be allowed compete 
in the same number of events 
as men and compete under the 
same regulations as men.

Some of these inequalities 
are unfair towards men as well, 
not just women.

In tennis, at Grand Slams, 
men play best three-out-of-five 
set matches while women only 
play best two-out-of-three. 
However, in this case, both 
men and women earn the same 
amount of money.

Why should women earn the 
same amount of money when 
they have to play less than the 
men who are competing?

If girls are ready and willing 
to take hits and play as rough as 
guys who compete in the same 
sport then they should be al-
lowed to.

In Olympic champion Ni-
cole Cooke’s retirement speech, 
she acknowledged the fact that 
there needs to be separation be-
tween men and women for the 
purpose of competition.

She contended, however, 
that there is no good reason that 
women don’t have the same 
events that men do, and I com-
pletely agree. 

Even up 
the play-
ing field 
for both 
genders

tain sacrifices 
when it comes 
to balancing 
academics and 
athletics and 
finding a happy 
medium,” Ashe-
bo said.

M a i n t a i n -
ing an above 
average GPA re-
quires hard work 
from students, 
which can trans-
late in to hard 
work on the ten-
nis court. 

“Ultimately, 
the skills I’m 
d e v e l o p i n g 
through tennis, 
like coopera-
tion, teamwork 
and healthy competition can, 
fortunately, transfer over to 
and strengthen my academic 
experience,” Ashebo said.

The girls have had a fair-
ly successful season so far, 
according to Ford, coming 
in second place at the city 
championships.

As for the overall dy-

Lacrosse ends successful season
Hannah Rodriguez

Sports Editor

The boy’s lacrosse team set 
out this year with one goal in 
mind: proving everyone wrong.

In previous years, the la-
crosse team hasn’t had as much 
success and they would have 
liked, with their season record 
last year at 10-9.

The team taking the field 
this year, however, is already 
12-3, with their only losses 
coming from a highly ranked 
Winter Park team and Maclay.

“A lot of teams have been 
sleeping on us all season,” ju-
nior captain Shane Shively said. 
“I just love that we keep prov-
ing them wrong. We just upset 
a top 25 team and have no plans 
on slowing down.”

This could be due to the fact 
that the team is very top heavy, 
with most of their starters be-
ing juniors and seniors who, ac-
cording to Shively, comprise a 
great team chemistry.

“We’ve always been a team 
that people have scheduled for 
their senior  nights and looked 
forward to beating,” junior Port-

land Janus said. “It’s been really 
fun to turn the tables around on 
them.”

The work for this team be-
gan long before the season start-
ed, when they began off season 
training twice a week dating 
back to December.

The biggest inspiration for 
this new work ethic stemmed 
from their previous head coach 
Marko White who really pushed 
for offseason training.

“The new coaches are defi-
nitely carrying on his [White’s] 
legacy,” senior captain Jonas 

Clingerman said. “He definitely 
passed the torch on to them and 
they’re coaching us the best way 
they know how.”

According to Shively, with 
their short, but intense season, 
there are definitely still some 
obstacles they are facing.

One of these is overcoming 
talented district rivals.

“Last year was the first time 
we beat Chiles in a long time, 
and this year we’ve done it 
twice,” junior Corey Hart said. 
“Our biggest obstacle now is 
beating Maclay.”

The last time the Lions beat 
Maclay was 2012 in the District 
semifinals. 

Districts is where the  Lions 
will face the Marauders for the 
last time this season.

The chemistry the team has 
created has constituted a great 
team bond where each players 
works off each other’s strengths.

“In past seasons, people 
played very selfish,” Clinger-
man said. “However, recently 
we have finally started playing 
as a team which brings us one 
step closer to beating Maclay.”

While most of the changes 
have been due to the work ethic 
of the team, one major factor 
this season was completely out 
of their control: the increase 
support from the school.

“The  fans validate our hard 
work and makes us want to go 
out there and work so much 
harder,” Janus said. “They in-
spire us to work for them.”

With all these changes, the 
team is very confident that they 
will not only be on the field at 
the District Championship, but 
have a promising shot at defeat-
ing the reigning champions.

  

Leon celebrates a post-season victory at home.
photo courtesy of Shane Shively

Team attracts attention with new mindset and work ethic

The girls tennis team this 
year is unique in that it holds 
an outstanding combined 
unweighted GPA of 3.8, with 
five of the ten players sus-
taining a perfect 4.0. 

In addition, nine of the 
ten players hold an un-
weighted GPA above 3.5. 

Keeping perfect grades 
may seem difficult to most 
student athletes, but not to 
seniors Anna Cay Ford and 
Leta Ashebo, junior Cay-
lynne Teem, sophomore 
Carsyn Kenny and freshman 
Abby Birkmeier.

In order to do so, Ford 
admits to spending most of 
her time studying, when she 
is not playing tennis. 

The team practices five 
days a week for over an hour  
each day and has matches 
two to three times a week.

Devoting oneself to ten-
nis and academics can take 
much sacrifice, according to 
Ashebo.

“You have to make cer-

namic of the team with the 
intelligence it contains, Ford 
admits to feeling a tangible 
difference.

“It definitely is noticeable 
sometimes when I’m having 
intellectual conversations 
with people on the team that 
we really do have some deep 
thinking and knowledgeable 
players,” Ford said.

photo courtesy of Yearbook

The girls tennis team holds a cumulative GPA of 3.8, with half of the team maintaining 
straight A’s.

This is head coach Kevin 
Record’s fifteenth season at 
Leon and this is his smartest 
team to date.

“We’ve had some very 
intelligent teams in the past,” 
Record said. “But I’ve never 
had anything like this.

“For half of the squad to 
have perfect GPAs is truly 
remarkable.”
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Flag football team makes changes

Alena Nash
Sports Editor

The Leon flag football team is opti-
mistic about this season despite the shift 
in leadership.

First year coach Justin Kurlander is 
taking over for Maurice Williams who 
had to leave the team for scheduling rea-
sons. Williams was offered a new job and 
the hours conflicted with coaching hours.

Another new addition to the coaching 
staff is former player, Angela Fountain. 

“At first [the returning players] were 
really sad,” senior Jordan Roberts said. 

“But it’s not entirely different with 
Angela being back.

 “She brings in some of [William’s] 
coaching style so it wasn’t like a whole 
new approach,” Roberts said.

Roberts is one of four captains and 
wants to increase student attendance and 
support at the games. 

“We had students come out and at-

“It’s big shoes to fill,”Curvey said. 
The team has only a few players re-

turning from last season and a lot of new 
players. 

Among the new player’s is the team’s 
only freshman, Sophie Hightower.

“This team is just a family,” Hight-
ower said. 

“It’s different than any other team 
I’ve been on.

Even though Hightower hadn’t  
played flag football before this year, she 
has quickly impressed her teammates.

“She’s a beast,” Roberts said.
Despite being a relatively inexperi-

enced team, they have high expectations 
for themselves.

“I expect us to win more games,” se-
nior Jasmine Howard said. 

“Our offense better be unstoppable 
and our defense better stop everything.”

Senior captain Patty Prather is also 
optimistic about her team’s chances this 
season.

“Our first game went really well and 
I think if we keep up this positive attitude 
and hard work we’ll go far,” Prather said.

The team chemistry came as a sur-
prise to Prather and was key in the team’s 
first game, a win, against East Gadsden.

“The team just clicked like we’ve 
been playing together for years even 
though it has only been a few weeks,” 
Prather said.

tend games last year,” Roberts said. 
“But it’s a sport that not a lot of the 

school knows about.”
Roberts wants to make a student sec-

tion and get the student body engaged 
with the team.

“I want to get our games in the an-
nouncements and have food at the games 
or something to get people to come out,” 

Roberts said.
Junior Camryn Curvey is not a new 

player, but this is her first year as starting 
quarterback.

“She is amazing,” Roberts said. 
“She’s a very smart and strategic player.”

The quarterback from last year’s 
team graduated and Curvey feels a lot of 
pressure to do just as good.

photo courtesy of Patricia Prather

Senior flag football captain Patricia Prather (right) is optimistic about her team’s chances of 
playing well this season.

Goracke: queen of the court
Alena Nash
Sports Editor

Junior Jordyn Goracke is one of few returning play-
ers to the Leon sand volleyball team and is looking to 
help them rebuild the program.

“I want to help teach our younger players things like 
technique,” Goracke said. “There’s a lot of freshman so 
it’s also about teaching them about the program and the 
values.”

As one of the captains for the indoor volleyball 
team, Goracke has proven her leadership to head coach 
Angie Strickland.

“[Goracke] is someone everyone enjoys being 
around and trusts,” Strickland said.

Goracke’s teammates have also noticed her leader-
ship qualities.

“She’s a great leader for the team,” sophomore Jes-
sie Botel said. “We all respect her and  trust her and her 
leadership.”

During the indoor season, Goracke was the person 
to help her team stay on track and get things done. 

“[Goracke’s] like the mom of the team,”  Botel said. 
“She’s always making sure everyone is okay and doing 
the right thing.

“Jordyn is also the kind of player who is the first 
one at practice and always the last to leave,” Botel said.

Goracke’s want to always win has proven to be a 
strength and a weakness.

“I’m very competitive,” Goracke said. “Sometimes 
I get much too in my head, though, and I have to stop 
and calm myself down.”

The want to win is something the entire team shares, 
but what sets Goracke apart is her stubbornness towards 
being successful. 

“If someone tells me I can’t do something it makes 

me want to prove them wrong,” Goracke said. 
The Leon team is unlike any other team Goracke 

has played on. They spend a lot of time together and 
their team chemistry sets them apart from other teams.

“When we all come together we run like a well-
oiled machine,” Goracke said. “We don’t miss a beat 
and that’s because of the chemistry we have.

“Sand season gives us more time together and 
more of that chemistry.”

Last year the team was young and only had a few 
varsity players choosing to play. According Strick-
land, this year’s sand season is going to continue to be 
a developmental season for next year’s indoor team.

“We’re going to use the sand season as our offsea-
son,” Strickland said.

“We’re going to work with ball control and the two 
on two format is going to help us improve our defen-
sive game.”

The Leon volleyball team is a year-round commit-
ment. Some players choose to not participate in the 
sand season due to scheduling and exhaustion. 

“We stay conditioned the whole year,” Goracke 
said. “It’s a lot, but I love it.

“I wouldn’t want to be doing anything else,” Go-
racke said.

Goracke’s passion towards the sport is what drives 
her to work out and practice everyday.

“It’s my favorite thing in the world to do,” Go-
racke said. “It makes all the work  worth it.”

Goracke’s volleyball career has been shaping since 
she was in the sixth grade. 

“I wanted to try out because it sounded fun and 
it was something I had never done before,” Goracke 
said.

After being a manager for her school’s team, she 

photo courtesy of Jordan Goracke
Junior Jordan Goracke (left) celebrates during a vol-
leyball game.

was given the chance to play in a game and proved to 
her coach that she had a natural talent for the sport,

Goracke is starting to get recognition from various 
colleges throughout the state and is excited to see what 
the future brings.

“It’s kind of scary, but it’s really exciting,” Goracke 
said. “Now that I’m a junior, college has become a real 
thing.”

Team wel-
comes new 
coach and 

quarterback
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Christna Hoffman
Sports Editor

Despite being offered 11 football scholarships, se-
nior Jaylon Sheffield has chosen to continue his career 
at Southern Alabama University. 

Sheffield was offered scholarships from Florida 
Atlantic University, East Carolina University, Georgia 
State University, Tulane University and Mercer Univer-
sity. Out of all of the offers, Sheffield chose South Ala-
bama because of the great facilities and coaching staff. 
In addition, the fact that their football team is among the 
best out of all the offers also drew his attention to the 
university. 

Sheffield has been playing football since he was in 
fourth grade.

“One day I decided to watch a game and when I saw 
them being tackled I thought to myself, ‘No way… I’m 
not doing that.’” 

“My mom made me start playing to give me some-
thing to do, and I ended up falling in love with it,” Shef-
field said. 

Even though he’s been playing for nearly eight years 
now, his mom still does not know much about the sport.

“Even though she really doesn’t know that much 
about the game, I still go to her for support and guid-
ance.” 

Whenever Sheffield is feeling down or tired, he al-
ways goes to her because he knows she will always pick 

Senior signs with South Alabama 

Leon legends at the next level
Christna Hoffman

Sports Editor

Former doubles partners Drew 
Brown and Will Stone are now hitting the 
courts on opposite sides of the country. 

Stone attends Eckerd College in St. 
Petersburg and Brown attends Tyler Ju-
nior College in Texas. 

Last year, as a senior at Leon, he and 
Brown advanced to the State Champion-
ship as doubles partners. 

“It was our first time competing at 
State as doubles partners,” Stone said. 

“It was an amazing experience to 
have shared with my best friend.” 

Going into high school, Stone was 
not playing tennis competitively. 

He was first introduced to tennis dur-
ing his childhood by his dad who played 
tennis his whole life. 

He started getting serious about ten-
nis his freshmen year at Leon. Because 
baseball was Stone’s primary sport, he 

played tennis on and off. 
When he made the tennis team at 

Leon, he really fell in love with the sport. 
According to Stone, he was good 

enough to keep up with the other players 
but still had lots of room to improve. 

“Spending every day with Coach 
Record and all the other players really 
pushed me to better myself as a player,” 
Stone said. 

Stone considers Record one of his 
biggest inspirations and role models. 

“He’s such a great person who loves 
his players, Leon and tennis,” Stone said. 

“If I could just be half of what he is, 
I’d be doing pretty well in life.” 

As far as adjusting from high school 
tennis to college tennis, Stone says that 
the level is a lot more advanced and com-
petitive. 

“It’s hard to adjust to the level at first 
but after a while its get somewhat easi-
er,” Stone said. 

Stone plays in one of the top con-
ferences in the country with many team 
in the top 20. It was his dream to play a 
sport collegiately. 

“I didn’t care where I went or how 
good they were,” Stone said.

“All I cared about was being able to 
keep playing.” 

When the day came for Stone and 
Brown to leave for college it was hard 
for them because it was like leaving a 
brother. 

Now they are 15 hours apart but still 
maintain their friendship. 

him right up. In addition to being able to count on his 
mom for support, Sheffield can also count on his coach-
es. 

“My coaches always push me harder than I think I 
can go,” Sheffield said. 

In fact, Sheffield gives all the credit to his coaches 
by saying that if it were not for them, he wouldn’t be 
able to go to college. However, now that he is going to 
college to play football, he is going to have to adjust to 
the different level of playing. 

“I think it’s hard now, but I know it’s only going to 
be twice as bad in college,” Sheffield said. 

Through the hard times now, his teammates can al-
ways count on him. 

Kendrick Oneal, Sheffield’s teammate, said, “He’s 
always been there for me, and we all know we can count 
on him for anything.” 

In addition to accrediting his coaches  with the suc-
cess he has reached so far, he also gives it to his team-
mates. 

“My teammates give me my competitive edge and 
make me want to be better than the person in front of 
me,” Sheffield said. 

James Peterson, running back and safety said, “He’s 
like a big brother to me who’s always looking out for 
me and keeping me out of trouble.” 

“This being my senior year, it has been bittersweet 
because I know I’m moving on to bigger and better 
things, but  I’m dreading parting with my teammates.” 

At the end of the year, Sheffield and his teammates 
will be splitting up to go in different directions in differ-
ent parts of the country. 

photo courtesy of Jaylon Sheffield
Senior Jaylon Sheffield will continue his football career at 
Southern Alabama University in the fall.

photo courtesy of Will Stone
Former Leon tennis players, Drew Brown and Will Stone are both excelling on the collegiate 
level.



SPRING
SCOREBOARD
Boys Baseball
Date  Event  
03/02/17 Madison County
03/04/17 Maclay
03/07/17 Buchholz
03/10/17 Buchholz
03/14/17 Pryor
03/14/17 Durant
03/15/17 Edmond North
03/16/17 Coweta
03/21/17 Bainbridge
03/23/17 Godby
03/24/17 Gulf Breeze

Softball
Date  Event 
03/03/17 Ft. Walton Beach
03/03/17 Arnold
03/04/17 Milton
03/04/17 Booker Washington
03/06/17 North Florida Christ.
03/08/17 Buchholz
03/21/17 Wakulla
03/28/17 Lincoln
03/29/17 Franklin County
03/30/17 Rickards

Boys Tennis
Date  Event  
03/01/17 Florida High
03/04/17 Chocataw
03/08/17 City Champ.
03/22/17 Lincoln
03/24/17 Ft. Walton Beach
03/25/17 Leon
03/31/17 Ponte Vedra 

Girls Tennis
Date  Event  
03/01/17 Florida High
03/04/17 Chocataw
03/08/17 City Champ.
03/22/17 Lincoln
03/24/17 Ft. Walton Beach
03/25/17 Leon
03/31/17 Ponte Vedra 

Boys/Girls Track
Date  Event  
03/01/17 Jimmy Everett Inv.
03/03/17 Bolles Bulldog 
03/04/17 Willie Williams Inv.
03/09/17 Chiles Champ.
03/10/17 Tariq Barfield Inv.
03/24/17 FSU Relays
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UPCOMING EVENTS
GUITAR ROAR
April 4

FASHION CLUB SHOW
April 18-19

GRAD BASH
April 21-22

PROM
April 29

W, 4-2
W, 14-4
W, 3-2
 L, 5-3
W, 4-1
W, 7-3
 L, 17-7
W, 7-0
W, 7-4
W, 12-1
W, 9-7

W, 10-0
 L, 6-5
 L, 10-4
W, 17-2
 L, 14-2
 L, 5-2
 L, 15-0

W, 6-1

W, 6-1

4th, 5th
6th, 10th 
7th
3rd, 5th
2nd, 4th
3rd, 37th

“LUNCH,” from page 1 
ions out loud, sharing what was important to them and 
hearing feedback. The following meetings occurred in 
a similar way, but with different topics. The Brown Bag 
Lunch on March 1 centered on the concept of stereo-
types. Roady-Lawson and Kirk began by giving each 
student an index card. They challenged each student to 
write down a stereotype someone had placed on them, 
as well as their first impression of the person sitting next 
to them. Roady-Lawson emphasizes the informal nature 
of the discussions.

“We want it to be casual—come have lunch, talk to 
people, listen to people,” Roady-Lawson said. “That’s 
it.” 

Junior Onryll Lewis, who attended two of the 

Brown Bag Lunches, agrees that the meetings feel com-
fortable and open.

“The conversation is very organic,” Lewis said. 
While the Brown Bag Lunch participants are encour-

aged to speak freely without raising their hand, there are 
guidelines to keep the conversation diplomatic. A list 
of rules is kept on the board for each discussion. This 
includes things like, “Make sure what you’re saying is 
kind” and “Make sure what you’re saying is relevant.” 

Kirk may be the co-founder and leader of the event, 
but she and Roady-Lawson hope to continue the tradi-
tion after Kirk graduates. Brown Bag Lunch will keep 
meeting throughout the rest of the school year, with 
meeting dates sent out via a Remind101 text by Roady-
Lawson. 

care of their kids, hold them accountable for their ac-
tions and try to get them on the right track.”

Daly focuses on trying to find what each child has 
been though and what is driving their criminogenic be-
havior.

“Kids life experiences influence their behavior and 
help them identify at an earlier stage what is going on,” 
Daly said. “It is natural that kids experiment with things 
and it’s easy to get wrapped up in the wrong group of 

“DALY,” from page 1 kids.”
Daly’s goal is to let the youth know they can break 

past what they’re going through and be a productive 
citizen. 

“To see the faces of these children, to hear their sto-
ries and the impact a staff member has had on their life 
to help others, is really what inspires me and keeps me 
going every day,” Daly said.

Daly hopes to keep Florida as one of the leading 
juvenile justice courts in the country.

“STEVERSON,” from page 1 
staffs were twice awarded the Columbia Scholastic 
Press Association’s Silver Crown Award.

 Megargee attributes much of his success to Stever-
son. He has been a journalist since 1991. 

 “I’ve probably learned more from her than any oth-
er teacher I’ve ever had,” Megargee said. “She didn’t 
limit us to only write about what was going on at Leon. 
Being a part of her class taught you to get out of your 
comfort zone and ask the hard questions.”

 Steverson’s influence was so strong that it reached 
beyond merely the students and also touched the lives 
of many faculty members.

Former Student Government Association sponsor 
Dr. Linda Teague remembers how supportive Steverson 
was during the time that Teague was diagnosed with 
cancer.

 “She encouraged me,” Teague said. “And in that 
time of despair, it is comforting to know that there is 
someone standing beside you and is praying for you.”

 Teague firsthand witnessed how significant Ste-
verson was in the Leon community as she got to know 
each student on a personal level. She saw that students 
trusted Steverson and knew she would always look for 
the best in them.

 “Judy was a perfectionist, and you could see it rub 
off on her students,” Teague said.


