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Alumnus 
named 

head coach

Assembly brings MLK’s dream to students

Leon alumnus Garrett Jahn has been 
named the new head football coach.

Jahn not only played for Leon,  he 
was also the quarterback of the last 
Leon team that beat Lincoln High 
School in 1998, was named a USA 
All- American his senior year and was 
inducted into the Leon Football Hall of 
Fame last fall. 

Jahn spent the last three years as the 
head coach for the Chiles football pro-
gram, where he enjoyed much success.

Under his coaching, Chiles beat 
Lincoln and made the playoffs for the 
first time in school history.

When the opportunity arose to 
coach at his alma mater, however, he 
couldn’t resist the offer.

“It was definitely a tough decision 
leaving,” Jahn said. “But Leon is such 
a special place, and thinking about the 
tradition and history of the program 
makes being the head coach an honor.”

 His goal next season is to host a 
playoff game. The only way to get there 
is by winning a district championship.

The Lions have made it to the play-
offs, but haven’t won a district champi-
onship in many years.

After meeting a few of the returning 
players, Jahn is excited about the future.

“I haven’t had the chance to see any 
of them play yet,” Jahn said. “So it’s 
hard to say what the expectations are 
for next season.

“But after meeting a few of them, 
they are great kids and I hope they are 
excited for a change and rejuvenated to 
have a new start with new challenges.”

Please see COACH, page 4

Dancing and donating for miracles

Please see ASSEMBLY, page 
4
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On Feb. 7, the first Black 
History Month Assembly was 
held since teacher Rod Dur-
ham passed away. The day prior 
would have been his fifty-first 
birthday.

After the final speech was 
delivered, Principal Billy Ept-
ing announced that the event 
will from now on be titled “The 

Rod Durham Black History 
Month Assembly.”

The last three directors 
were all African-Americans, 
but this year the assembly was 
led by a white drama teacher, 
Lea Marshall.

Marshall knew she could 
not express the story held 
within each black American as 
Durham had, so she teamed up 
with junior Landon Coles to put 
together an original assembly 

that came from “each student’s 
heart.”

“In every program I put 
on,” Marshall said, “I want to 
tell a story.” 

Marshall said that one of 
the quotes that inspired this pro-
gram came from N.T. Wright: 
“Tell someone to do something 
and you change their life for a 
day. Tell someone a story, and 
you change their life.”

According to Marshall and 

Coles, they set out to tell noth-
ing but the truth. 

As Epting said after the 
assembly finished, not every 
school would be allowed to say 
the things that Coles and the 
other students said that day. 

“At Leon, there need to be 
conversations that are difficult,” 
Epting said. “I have a chore, 
to make sure that regardless of 
what color, religion, status, or 
sexual orientation our students 

are, that they all have the same 
opportunities.”

This year’s assembly dif-
fered from ones in the past be-
cause it focused on the present 
and future, whereas the others 
focused only on the Civil Rights 
movements and famous black 
activists.

“I wanted to explore where 
we’ve been, where we are and 

On the night of Saturday, Feb. 11,  
participants of the third annual Dance 
Marathon raised $22,301, an amount that 
surpassed any previous years.  

The money raised will go towards 
Children’s Miracle Network, a charity 
supporting the treatment of childhood 
diseases. 

Fundraising happened in the weeks 
leading up to the event as well as dur-
ing the event itself. Each participant was 
required to contribute at least $40 to the 
cause.

Several members went above and be-

yond this goal, raising over $1,000 each. 
As a result, they were all inducted into the 
“Comma Club.” These students included 
seniors Julia Chodyla and Caroline Kirk, 
juniors Cameron Fink and Christie Salt-
ers and sophomore Caroline Sipple.

Other donations came from local 
sponsors around Tallahassee.

When the marathon was starting, 
Leon’s total sat at roughly $15,000. As 
dancers posted, tweeted and texted about 
the cause, money kept rolling in.

Leon’s Dance Marathon officially 
lasted from 5 p.m. to 11 p.m., but mem-
bers of the Dance Marathon Executive 
Board and Committee Heads spent all 
morning and afternoon setting up in the 

gym. 
Specific hours of the event had des-

ignated dress-up themes like Dynamic 
Duo, Decades and Superheroes. Other 
highlights included a performance by 
The Good Little Chickens and a special 
line dance. This was a dance that each 
participant learned early on in the mara-
thon and then performed at the beginning 
of each hour throughout the night.

The event was completed in part-
nership with Florida State University’s 
Dance Marathon. FSU sends a team of 
High School Coordinators to eight high 
schools, including Leon, throughout the 
year. 

photo courtesy of Caroline Kirk
Leon’s third annual Dance Marathon, held on Feb. 11, raised $22,301 for Children’s Miracle Network. 

Third annual Dance Marathon surpasses monetary goal
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Dear Editor, 
There are a lot of complaints 

coming from students every day, 
but they do not realize that they 
are the problem themselves. 

Students of every grade need 
to realize that they are just as bad 
as the students of other grades. 
Do not look down on someone for 
their age. Just stick to your rou-
tine, and stay in your lane. 

This goes for popularity and 
“ranking” too. Do not go com-
plaining and saying that people 
are messing around or playing too 
much, when you, yourself are do-
ing the same thing. 

Students need to learn to con-
trol themselves, especially when 
they are trying to show off or are 
being disrespectful. 

Do not complain when you are 
the problem. Look around and 
look into yourself before making 
a commotion. 

  -Milena Batista
 

Dear Editor, 
The thing I love the most about 

Leon is how much school spirit we 
have. 

At a lot of other schools it isn’t 
“cool” to be in Student Council or 
participate in spirit weeks. Here 
at Leon, spirit weeks are so much 
fun. 

Spirit weeks aren’t the only 
times that Leon students are spir-
ited, though. 

I feel like most Leon students 
are just very proud of their school. 
Students from other high schools 
in Tallahassee often joke and say, 
“Do Leon students only own Leon 
merchandise?” This just shows 
how much more spirited Leon is 
than a lot of other schools. 

  -Leah Bakan

Hannah Rodriguez
Sports Editor

America has failed veterans
There are men and women willing to 

sacrifice, and give everything to protect 
us. They give us everything, yet we are 
failing them.

I recently was watching a video by 
the band Five Finger Death Punch called 
“Wrong Side of Heaven.”

 The video depicts the physical and 
emotional hardships homeless veterans 
face every day. 

The video was heartbreaking to say 
the least, and brought my dad, who is an 
air force veteran, to tears.

According to the video, 300,000 vet-
erans are currently sleeping on the street, 
and this number is only rising. Over 1.4 
million veterans are at risk of becoming 
homeless.

More than 67 percent of veterans that 
are currently homeless served for more 
than three years.

The Veterans Administration is sup-
posed to be a support system for these 
veterans, and put their needs above all 
else, yet the mismanagement and mal-
practice that occurs under this adminis-
tration absolutely sickens me.

According to the House Committee 
on Veterans Affairs, the department has 
consistently defended its celebration of 
executives who preside over events such 
as preventable veteran deaths, infec-
tious disease outbreaks and benefit and 
construction delays, while giving them 
glowing performance reviews and cash 
bonuses of up to $63,000.

My brother is currently an active 
duty marine, serving his country in the 
best way possible, and the idea that he 
could end up like one of the thousands of 
veterans suffering makes my blood boil.

Maybe I’m biased because of my 
close attachment to the military, but I’m 
not sure how anyone cannot have a sick 
feeling in the pit of their stomach when 
they see a veteran sitting on the side of 
the road, suffering.

So many turn to alcoholism and drug 
abuse to drown out their suffering. The 
fact that those who served could fall so 
far is heartbreaking, and it is time for 
someone to stand up and do something 
about it.

There are so many veterans wander-
ing helplessly through the streets in cit-
ies, who don’t understand how their sac-
rifice can go so under appreciated, and 
how they can be so easily discarded.

I don’t understand it either. I want to 
know how those who are in charge of the 
VA, and those who have a say in what 
happens to our nation’s heroes can go to 
bed at night and sleep knowing that near-
ly 5,000 veterans take their own lives ev-
ery year.

That is one veteran death every two 
hours.

On Veterans Day and Memorial 
Day, we see politicians make heart-
felt speeches that come across sincere. 
However, their true feelings are clearly 
expressed in how they treat veterans the 
other 363 days out of the year.

The average claim for veteran ben-
efits takes more than half a year to be 
processed.

According to InfoWars, in 2009 the 
number of veterans that had been waiting 
for more than a year to have their benefits 

I want to know 
how those who 

have a say in 
what happens 
to our nation’s 
heroes can go 
to bed at night 

and sleep know-
ing that nearly 
5,000 veterans 
take their own 

lives every year.
approved was 11,000.  Today, that num-
ber has soared to 245,000.

Under the Obama administration, 
many military veterans have had to pay 
to have their medals shipped to them.  
For example, one soldier actually had to 
pay a $21 shipping fee to get his Purple 
Heart. 

The pure insanity of this baffles me. 
How does someone look a national hero 
in the eye and tell them that they have to 
pay for a medal to honor their service.

This explains why it is not surprising 
that veterans have said they feeling over-
whelmingly ignored by their president.

Disabled veteran and veterans’ ad-
vocate Attorney Benjamin Krause wrote 
that he and other veterans, including Sen. 
John McCain (R-Ariz.) felt “snubbed” 
when Obama made a trip to Phoenix but 
failed to stop at the VA Hospital where 
veterans were killed by an illegal and 
fraudulent wait list delay practice of VA 
employees.

He also wrote he was disgusted by 
what he saw during the debates in 2012.

“So far in the debates, Big Bird has 
been mentioned the same amount of 
times as veterans, Afghanistan, and mili-
tary … Yes, part of it is the question, but 
it is not difficult to work veterans into 

questions involving jobs, the economy 
and education. Yet, neither candidate has 
stepped up to the plate and taken the reins 
in making veterans a priority in their an-
swers,” Krause wrote.

I do think, however, there is more re-
spect for veterans now than in the past.

When vets returned from Vietnam, 
they were shunned, spit on and called 
baby killers.

They weren’t admired or even 
thought of as soldiers and that is sicken-
ing.

According    to    the      National     Coalition  for  
Homeless Veterans, these soldiers make 
up approximately half of the homeless 
veteran population.

It is because of the lack of respect 
these veterans received that there are so 
many suffering, not only physically, but 
emotionally.

An estimated 460,000 veterans suffer 
from post-traumatic stress disorder.

President Donald Trump made many 
claims during the election about how he 
will fight for veterans and the treatment 
they deserve.

He publicly announced that many il-
legal immigrants are treated better than 
our veterans in this country.

I can’t help but agree with him. 
A VA Inspector General’s report con-

cludes that as many as 307,000 veterans 
have died as a result of this system. Ad-
ditionally, Townhall reported that over 
4,000 live veterans have been declared 
dead and they are not paid their due ben-
efits.

Constitutional Scholar Mark Levin 
states that illegal immigrants receive 
$24,721 per household in government 
subsidies while only paying $10,334 in 
taxes. They also receive state and local 
government-funded healthcare through 
Obamacare.

They are not stuck on the waiting 
lists and dying like veterans are.

Trump announced the creation of 
a new campaign called, “Veterans for 
Trump,” and has high hopes for what it 
may achieve.

However, actions speak louder than 
words and I am waiting to see if, once 
again, this issue will fade into the back-
ground.

Our military is resilient, however, 
and they will keep fighting until they 
can’t anymore, because that’s what they 
do. 

They will sacrifice everything to de-
fend a country they love so much, even 
when we and our politicians never seem 
to return that love to them. 

They will do this because they de-
fend what’s right above all else, and they 
will push through a feeling of defeat and 
hopelessness and fight. It is time some-
one starts fighting for them.
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La mayoría de estudiantes 
que viven en los Estados 
Unidos hablan solo un idioma. 

Could you understand that 
sentence? If not, don’t worry, 
you are in the majority of North 
American students.

A recent poll done by 
Princeton University found 
that one-fourth of U.S. citizens 
speak more than one language. 

The rest of the population 
believes that knowing more 
than one language is a valuable 
skill, but not an essential one. 
However, three-fourths of the 
population believes that it is 
essential for immigrants to learn 
English.

 It pains me that a country 
like the U.S., which is built 
on the principle of cultural 
diversity, has formed a unified 
opinion which ignores the 
importance of knowing languages 
other than English.

Anyone who has taken a foreign 
language class at an American public 
school can tell you that they are 
not the best places to learn another 
language.

 It is not necessarily the fault of 
the teacher, but that of the curriculum. 

A student could take a Spanish 
class from the time they are in 
elementary school until they graduate 
from high school and still not be able 
to speak conversational Spanish. 

I have taken a Spanish class off 
and on since fifth grade and I have 
personally noticed that each class, 
no matter which level, reteaches the 
same material.

Even in foreign countries, it’s 
been said that English classes are not 
taken seriously. 

The difference between us and 
them is that they are exposed to our 
media, more than we are exposed to 
theirs.

According to the book “Economic 
History of Film,” Hollywood has 
dominated most of the world’s media 
markets since the 1920s. 

Civilians in other countries go 
to movie theaters to see American 
movies with subtitles in their 
language. 

They are being force fed English. 
Not only are people in other 

countries watching our movies, but 

they are also watching our shows. 
In 2006, a survey of 20 countries 

by Radio Times found that seven out 
of the 10 most watched shows were 
American.

Foreign countries are also 
listening to our music. 

According to global sales of 
recorded music, the United States has 
the world’s largest music market. 

Of course, every country has its 
own rendition of popular music but 
for the most part American music is 
being heard globally.

 Many foreign groups and soloists 
also produce songs in English.

Since the beginning of the 
twentieth century other countries 
have been getting Americanized and 
with the internet the process has 
quickened. 

Is this necessarily a bad thing? In 
my opinion, not completely. 

Where I do see an issue is when 
other languages are deemed useless 
by people who believe English is 
somehow inimitable. 

This is especially dangerous for 
English speaking countries because 
it prevents speakers from wanting to 
learn another language.

I believe the United States, in 
terms of language, should be more 
like Aruba. 

Aruba is a small island in the 
southern part of the Caribbean near 
Venezuela. 

It has two official languages: 
Dutch, because it is part of the 
kingdom of the Netherland’s, and 
Papiamento, which is a creole 
language made up of Dutch, Spanish, 
Portuguese and English. 

Students in Aruba are given 
lessons in  Dutch, English and 
Spanish.

 Most are fluent in those languages 
even before they graduate school.

 Aruba is filled with many 
different ethnic groups, just like the 
U.S., but instead of ignoring those 
groups and creating their own culture 
it has managed to not only preserve 
each individual demographic but 
incorporate all of its languages in its 
daily life.

My mother, Elisa Levy Tacher, 
has a doctorate in family child 
sciences and speaks Spanish, English 
and Hebrew. 

She came to America from Mexico 
at age 29 and spoke broken English. 
In only seven months she could speak 
it conversationally. 

At her elementary, middle and 
high school, they taught her how 
to speak all three languages and 
by second grade she was fluent in 
Hebrew.

“I don’t think speaking several 
languages stops progress,” Tacher 
said.

The sooner the U.S. realizes that 
knowing more than one language is 

essential to truly mastering the 
skill of communication, the 
better. 

I am bilingual myself and 
ever since I was in elementary 
school, I have experienced the 
advantages it has. 

I have always had a deep 
understanding of language and 
its structure. 

To me words carry a 
value greater than money and 
communication is the key to 
success. 

Being bilingual also 
presents me with a collection 
of additional career 
opportunities that someone 
who is monolingual would not 
have.

I believe that we should 
make it a priority in this country 
to incorporate foreign films 
and music into mainstream 
media. That would bring an 
awareness of other languages 

and other cultures, which I believe we 
lack in the U.S.. 

This will also help improve other 
countries economies by increasing 
the amount of money foreign film 
and music industries earn. There are 
roughly 6,500 languages spoken on 
Earth today and each of them have 
wonderfully artistic components that 
if showcased well would flourish in 
our film and music industries.

From an early age we should 
teach children the importance of other 
languages. According to a study done 
by Harvard University, the prime age 
to learn a second language is within 
the first three years of life. 

It makes no sense to only supply 
high school and university aged 
students with high level language 
courses when the main focus should 
be on pre-school aged children. 
Simply letting kids watch Dora the 
Explorer is not enough, there should 
be required language classes in all 
pre-schools and day care centers.

The U.S. is lucky to be the home of 
people from every part of the world. 

It should also be the home of 
many languages, not just English. The 
number of multilingual beings living 
in this nation could never be too high.

 The power of language deserves 
recognition in this country. I believe 
that languages will unite us as a 
nation and overall improve the way 
we view the world and how the world 
views us.

No Hablo Ingles

Google Images

This political cartoon shows the diversity of languages in the United States. 

Maya Levy
Editorial Editor
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Return of Winterfest a success
MarySylvia Hinnant

Staff Writer

For the first time since 2010, Leon 
hosted a Winterfest at the beginning of 
this February.

Student Body Vice President Skyllar 
Cobb was in charge of making Winter-
fest a success.

 Student Government Association’s, 
SGA’s, main goal was for the students to 
have a fun event to participate in. This 
was a way to bring the clubs and the 
campus together.

“Many people were asking me about 
Winterfest and if we were having it this 
year,” Cobb said. “It had been several 
years since our last Winterfest so I de-
cided I would propose the idea.”  

Cobb had to get approval from 
Principal Billy Epting and Assistant 
Principal Mark Feely. She also had to 
fill out specific forms in order to propose 
the project..

There was no charge  for students to 
enter the event.

Cobb decided to organize Winterfest 
in a different way from years past.

Cobb and SGA have been working 

on Winterfest since August.  
They recruited food truck vendors to 

serve food and snow cones. Clubs were 
also encouraged to participate and to 
decorate the campus.

“We had a better turn out than previ-
ous experiences,” SGA teacher Joshua 
Stewart said. “Students came with the 
intention of having fun, and that is 
exactly what they did. We hope to have 
Winterfest turn into a tradition.”

As for the school day, SGA wanted 
to affect the classes as little as possible. 
The event was held from 2 p.m. to 5 
p.m. on Feb. 3. Besides having club 
booths and bounce houses, there were 
live performances from The Good Little 
Chickens and The Happening.

“I had my doubts about Winterfest 
at first,” Junior Class President Landon 
Coles said “We had such little communi-
cation about it from other students.

“We were also a bit late about get-
ting the word out, but it all came to-
gether beautifully with the participation 
of many students. 

“The photo booth was my favorite 
part. Being able to print the photos out 

Students participate in Winterfest after school on Feb. 3.
MarySylvia  Hinnant

right then and there added a wonderful 
touch.”

Winterfest booths included a dart 
throwing hosted by the Black History 
Brain Bowl team, a squirt gun race led 
by Anchor Club and a pie eating contest 
put on by Future Business Leaders of 
America. 

Students were able to get their faces 
painted by the Art Club and participate 

in trivia contests hosted by Pierian Na-
tional Honors Society. 

“After The Happenings were done 
performing, the crowd died down so 
we hope to add more live performances  
next year,” Cobb said.

Next year, event organizers hope 
to have more bounce houses, more 
live music and a possible neon night 
theme.

where we need to go,” Marshall said.
Although they pulled from Dr. Martin Luther King’s 

speeches, the goal was for each student who performed 
or spoke to tie their own emotions in with King’s. 

 “Everyone knows the ‘I Have a Dream’ speech,” 
Coles said. “It is the most well-known, so I had to add 
myself and be original. Just reciting it wasn’t going to 
touch anyone.” 

Coles delivered a speech that earned a standing ova-
tion from the audience, but at first he was timid about 
how students might react. 

“I wanted to talk about coming together,” Coles 
said. “But I also wanted to be direct. I wanted to let the 
students know that just because you’ve come this far 
does not mean that you stop and grow complacent. We 
are so not done. Far from it.”

In his speech, Coles explained that we must take his 
words “beyond the auditorium doors.” He claimed that 
it all starts with not being afraid to have the discussion. 
He said that we must acknowledge that racism exists. 

“If you deny it,” Coles said, “it leaves you blind.”

Speeches, monologues, poems, music and dance 
all contributed to telling the story Marshall and Coles 
wished to share with Leon. 

An opening performance by junior Kelsey Gilmore 
presented the scene of a young black woman sitting out-
side of a coffee shop. Marshall said they started with 
this monologue as a look into the past, where a black 
woman would not even be considered as a customer. 

Senior Jordan Roberts performed a song titled, 
“Wade in the Water,” and then freshman John Maley 
performed as Atticus Finch from To Kill a Mockingbird. 

Marshall chose this work because it showed how the 
justice system “troubled the pure water” that Roberts 
had previously sung about. If the one part of the nation 
that was supposed to be completely fair was unjustly 
convicting black Americans then where could anyone 
place their trust, Marshall said. 

Then the assembly shifted more narrowly towards 
King and his speeches. Although King may be the “cli-
ché” of Black History Month, as Coles described him, 
Marshall made the decision for his speeches to be the 
focal point. 

“Every year MLK hits me differently,” Marshall 

said. “Everyone needs to hear him until he changes their 
heart.”

Combined with her own words, senior Imani Thom-
as delivered King’s speech titled, “A Realistic Look at 
the Question of Progress in the Area of Race Relations.” 

Last year, Thomas played a major part in the Black 
History Month Assembly as well. She was a student of 
Durham’s and had a close bond with him. 

“I woke up the morning of the assembly and knew 
he was with me,” Thomas said. “I felt like I was making 
him proud the entire day.” 

Thomas believes that although the assembly was 
vastly different than how Durham organized it in the 
past, he would have loved it. 

“Landon’s vision was something that Durham 
would have come to one day himself,” Thomas said. 

All of the student’s worked very closely to create 
this vision together. 

“When I delegated the speeches,” Coles said, “I 
wanted every student to make it their own. I told them 
not to recite it, but to give themselves to the speech. Tell 
the story as if this is their own struggle and they are go-
ing through this time right now.”

“DANCE,” from page 1 “COACH,” from page 1 

“ASSEMBLY,” from page 1 

These individuals, including head coor-
dinator Molly Walters, meet with each 
school’s Dance Marathon Executive 
Board to help with fundraising and orga-
nizing.

Walters decided to share her own 
miracle story for the first time ever. Her 
speech was specifically from her moth-
er’s perspective.

However, one does not have to have 
a personal story in order to participate.

“I personally don’t have ties to the 
cause, but when I saw my friends danc-
ing my freshman year, I knew I wanted to 
get involved,” second-year member Sam 
Burk said.

“It’s amazing what we can make hap-
pen.” 

Along with the High School Coordi-
nators, other FSU students affiliated with 
Dance Marathon attend the high school-
level events in support. 

The money raised at Leon and the 

other high schools goes towards FSU’s 
fundraising total to be distributed by 
CMN.

Together, Leon and FSU provided a 
unique experience for all who attended.

“They did a really good job creating 
this atmosphere,” senior dancer Bevin 
Coburn said.

“It was cool to see [the college and 
the high school] come together.”

Dance Marathon events occur 
throughout the southern United States, 
with the majority happening at the col-
lege level. 

Participants dance, engage in planned 
activities and games and hear testimo-
nies from “Miracle Children”—kids who 
have been treated in a hospital sponsored 
by CMN. 

The speakers at Leon’s Dance Mar-
athon included Molly Walters, junior 
Adrianna Griffin, who survived lympho-
ma, Taylor Rooks who survived serious 
heart defects and Marshal Fisher, who is 
in treatment for osteosarcoma. 

Jahn knows that the recipe for success 
will be for everyone to “buy in” going 
into the next season.

“We have expectations and require-
ments we will set and if they meet them 
we will be successful,” Jahn said. “If 
they can’t buy into that then maybe they 
shouldn’t be a part of the program.”

The coaching style that Jahn brings 
to this team is a blend of old school and 
new school, and he hopes that will help 
the chemistry with the team.

“We are going to play hard football 
and give max effort,” Jahn said. “I will 
want that respect from my players. But 
I  also want to get to know them on a 
personal level, where they feel comfort-
able coming to talk to me about more 
than just football.

“I pride myself on trying to be that 
right-down-the-middle coach.”

This hard-working, yet personable, 
approach is one that made Jahn principal 

Billy Epting’s top candidate.
According to Epting, Jahn fit all the 

things they wanted in such a prominent 
position, especially after seeing the  suc-
cess he brought to the Chiles program.

“He brought a toughness back to 
their program,” Epting said. “I would 
love for that coaching style to be 
brought to Leon.”

Epting also saw the excitement and 
passion for football Jahn had. 

According to Jahn, this passion 
comes from a sport that he describes as 
the “ultimate team sport.”

Jahn is hoping that the players 
returning next season will share this 
passion with him, ultimately leading to 
success.

“If they give me a chance they will 
want to buy in,” Jahn said. “It will be a 
program everyone wants to play for and 
is honored to play for.

“When you achieve that, you’ll have 
a successful program.”
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Senior sparks political change

Ryan: the change you wish to see
As the District 1 president, junior 

Pierce Ryan presents resolutions to Flor-
ida representatives that have the poten-
tial to create state-wide change. 

In the past 14 years, Leon students 
have only held three positions: vice pres-
ident eight years ago, treasurer two years 
ago and now district president.

Junior Ahmad Daraldik and Ryan ran 
for the treasurer position, when they no-
ticed it was open after their first district 
meeting. 

“Pierce and I ran freshman year to-
gether for treasurer but at the end of 
freshman year I applied for [Student 
Government Association] and didn’t get 
in,” Daraldik said. 

Daraldik and Ryan planned on being 
co-treasurers but Ryan solely held the 
position because Daraldik didn’t get into 
Student Government Association, SGA.

“After that, I was on the cabinet as 
treasurer and I thought that was really 
fun,” Ryan said. “This last year, I repre-
sented Leon and after running, we won 
the title of district president.”

The Florida Association of Student 
Councils, FASC, is a statewide organi-
zation for student councils and student 
governments at the middle school and 
high school level. 

“The state is broken up into six dis-
tricts and we are a part of District 1 which 
is everything from Taylor County to Es-
cambia County,” SGA sponsor Joshua 

Stewart said. 
“The District 1 member schools meet 

together three times a year to promote 
leadership and motivation training. 

“We do some workshops and we 
write resolutions which we can pass to 
the state convention with the intent of 
trying to get the student voice heard at 
the legislative level.”

Meetings are held every year. 
“The first one is just everyone saying 

hello, welcome and getting to know each 
other again,” Daraldik said. 

“The second meeting happens in Tal-
lahassee and it’s usually at Florida State 

University. That’s where we have our 
resolution meeting, where we have reso-
lutions that students in District 1 write. 
The district president, which is now 
Pierce, will help decide which resolu-
tions we’re going to actually take to the 
state conference on Feb. 17.”

Resolutions were written by every-
one in SGA and then given to Stewart. 
He decided which ones were the best by 
presenting them in front of everyone and 
allowing them to vote. 

“The district resolutions meeting is 
where schools will write district resolu-
tions, which are like hopeful laws that 

will be voted on at their school, be voted 
on at the district level, go to the state 
level and then they’ll be presented to the 
Florida House [of Representatives],” 
Ryan said. 

Ryan’s job is to present these resolu-
tions to the representatives in the Florida 
House. 

Ryan will be speaking with Loranne 
Ausley, a member of the Florida House 
of Representatives,  to try to get her to 
adopt the agreed upon resolutions so 
they will be passed at the state level and 
be taken more seriously by the congress 
men and women. 

Ryan said that last year the reso-
lutions included things like allowing 
schools to give their extra food to home-
less shelters,  but these may not always 
go through as the resolutions that are 
passed  at the state level will have to go 
through the House of Representatives 
where they may not be passed.

“That’s one of my main goals, as 
president,” Ryan said.  “Since we’re in 
Tallahassee, I’m going to work extreme-
ly hard with Mrs. Ausley so that they do 
take our resolutions seriously to try and 
get as many passed as we can.” 

Not all of the meetings are serious. 
Ryan said that at the last district meeting 
they had to write three speeches and per-
form a skit. The skit that they performed 
was about someone trying to come up 
with a skit. 

“It was a mix of Beyonce, Rogue 
One, and the election.” Ryan said.

Pierce Ryan, Landon Coles, Kelsey Gilbert, Ahmad Daraldik and Jordan Roberts at a Student 
Government Association meeting.

photo courtesy of Pierce Ryan
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Senior Carolina Teson particpated in the Women’s March that was held 
in Tallahassee on Inauguration Day.

Senior Carolina Teson has a 
passion for politics. 

During the recent election 
cycle, Teson protested at the  
Women’s March in town, which 
was the sister march to the one 
that took place in Washington 
the same day. 

“I felt connected to the 
march due to the fact that I vol-
unteer for Planned Parenthood,” 
Teson said. 

“I was able to attend their 
meetings where they organized 
the march in Tallahassee. The 
director said they would feel 
successful if maybe 300 people 
showed up, but in the end more 
than  15,000 attended.

“Across the country the re-
sults were similar, making the 
march a huge success.” 

Teson continued her work 
by phone banking for Hillary 
Clinton’s presidential campaign. 

She volunteered two to three 
times a week, and called poten-
tial donors, voters and volun-
teers for a few hours per day.

She informed people about 

early voting, and all of the dif-
ferent voting days and sched-
ules. 

She said the work was hard, 
but fulfilling, and was essential 
in helping her prepare for work-
ing on campaigns in her future 
career.

Teson also placed a phone 
call to her local senator, Bill 
Nelson. 

She spoke with one of his 
aides, and politely requested that 
the senator be urged to make a 
public statement on the recently 
instilled immigrant/Muslim ban. 

“I wanted Senator Nelson to 
release a public, forceful state-
ment,” Teson said. 

“He had made a small refer-
ence to the ban during an inter-
view, but in situations like these, 
that was simply not enough.” 

Teson has known for a few 
years now that government and 
politics is a field she is inter-
ested in pursuing, specifically 
managing campaigns or politi-
cal strategy. 

During her first semester of 
her senior year, she took Ad-
vanced Placement Government 
taught by Amanda Geiger. 

After a congressional simu-
lation, Teson said her desire to 
enter the field of politics was 
cemented.

“Even though she played the 
part of someone with opposite 
political views, she interacted 
and engaged and was very ma-
ture about how she handled her-
self,” Geiger said.

Teson has always been sur-
rounded by a political atmo-
sphere. 

Both of her parents were 
diplomats, and her father, 
Fernando Teson, is a Florida  
State University professor of In-
ternational Affairs and Politics, 
a field Carolina is eager to ex-
plore.

“I facilitate her ideas 
through questions and in-depth 
conversations,” Fernando said. 

“ I truly support her interests 
and actions as she goes deeper 
into the political field.

“I condone her peaceful ac-
tions, and am extremely proud 
of her openness.” 

Carolina is also politically 
active online. 

She regularly updates her 
Twitter account and follows im-

portant political events and de-
cisions.

Carolina belives it is impor-
tant to have an online communi-

ty to broadcast her opinion, and 
be able to stay in the know about 
important happenings around 
the country and the world.
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LEON IN LOVE
PDA: a ‘touchy’ subject

Caroline Sipple
Double Truck Editor

Opinion

Caroline Sipple
Double Truck Editor

Teachers share love stories

PDA is a “touchy” subject around the halls of 
Leon High School. Everyone interviewed for this 
story - teachers, administrators and students - all 
agree that nobody wants to see it.

“I think PDA is disgusting,” said Principal 
Billy Epting. “I don’t particularly enjoy watch-
ing someone else suck face with their boyfriend or 
girlfriend.”

  Epting couldn’t have said it better. The last 
thing I, or many other students, want to be subjected 
to is watching a couple make out on the way to 
class. 

  Frankly, these couples are taking the enjoyment 
out of the six minutes we get in between classes. 
I like to take that time to appreciate not sitting in 
a classroom, having the opportunity to talk to my 
friends and, best of all, not doing work. 

Additionally, PDA makes it difficult to get to 
class, weave through the hallways and makes every-
one else uncomfortable in general. 

Not only does PDA disturb everyone that sees 
it, but it can also have negative affects on the people 
participating in it. 

Believe me, I will never forget the faces of some 
people I have seen in the hallways with their sig-
nificant other, and I doubt other people will either. 
Those unwanted images are permanently fused in 
my mind. 

Don’t get me wrong, I’m sure many of those 
people are great and will accomplish many things 
in their life, but I may never remember them for 
anything else besides their PDA. 

Now, I understand the arguments that people 
might make who are in favor of these displays. 

For example, they may say that PDA is on TV 
every single day, and we choose to watch it. The 
difference between TV and PDA in the hallways of 
school is the word “choice.” 

No one is being forced to watch movies or 
television, but we do have to watch you. To be hon-
est, your romance isn’t as interesting as The Note-
book.

Volleyball Coach Angie Strickland is, in my 
opinion, a hero around Leon High School because 
of her approach on the subject. If a volleyball player 
is caught showing PDA around school, they will 
face a consequence.

“When you eliminate [PDA] you really do stay 
focused on what you’re supposed to be doing at that 
point in time, whether that’s just having a great con-

versation with someone, or that you’re in a learning 
environment and should be focused on learning,” 
Strickland said.

I believe that every coach or teacher should take 
this approach on the issue. People will never learn 
if they don’t realize the effect of their actions, and 
how uncomfortable these displays make everyone 
else.

At the end of the day, if you wouldn’t want your 
mom or dad seeing you make out with your boy-
friend or girlfriend, you shouldn’t want your teach-
ers, classmates or administrators seeing it. After all, 
Leon is one big family. Lets treat each other that 
way.

It is often hard for students to wrap their minds 
around the fact that teachers have lives outside of 
teaching. However, teachers have more in common 
with their students than one might think. 

Psychology teacher Rachel Hale described her 
first date with her husband, Trey, as a date that quite 
literally became a mess. 

The date started out rather typically, with only 
bowling and dinner planned. But it didn’t stay like 
this for long.

Rachel remembers telling her husband about an 
annual Christmas tradition in which her family has a 
silly string fight. 

She expressed her sorrows about how the previ-
ous year her family did not continue the tradition, 
because her mom forgot to buy the silly string.

Trey definitely took note of this story. 
Prior to their scheduled dinner date, he told 

Rachel that they needed to stop by his house to feed 
his dog.

“We came into his house and he sprayed me 
with silly string, threw a can at me and then ran,” 
Hale said. “We had a silly string fight inside his 
house, and it was everywhere.

“That was probably the best first date I’ve had 
just because it was really thoughtful for him to try to 
make up for a family tradition that I had missed out 
on.”

English teacher Sarah Marquez and her husband 
Steele Simpson have a bit of a different love story. 
This couple has known each other since middle 
school. 

While most people write off young couples say-
ing “they’ll never last,” this pair is proof that young 
love can have a happy ending. 

Simpson and Marquez met the summer before 
sixth grade when they were both cast in the school 
play Annie. 

At the end of the summer, Simpson asked Mar-
quez to be his girlfriend, and she said yes. 

Although they were dating, they didn’t talk 
the entire summer, so she broke up with him at the 
beginning of sixth grade. 

They dated on and off until junior year of high 
school, which is when they got back together for 
good. 

“At this point in our lives, we’ve known each 
other longer than we haven’t known each other,” 
Marquez said. “When we finally decided to get mar-
ried, it wasn’t really a question of whether or not 

we’d make it.”
English teacher Stacy Fabrega’s husband makes 

a point to bring Fabrega flowers to school every 
single Tuesday that school is in session. 

The flowers are always roses, but the color 
depends on what the florist is selling during the 
season.

 This tradition started when the couple had a 
conversation about Valentine’s Day.

“We were talking about how people show their 
love, and that it shouldn’t just be one day because 
it’s Valentine’s Day,” said Fabrega. 

Fabrega said that she never receives flowers on 
Valentine’s Day, unless it falls on a Tuesday. 

She feels that many people expect to get flow-
ers only on this holiday, so that is why her husband 
makes it a point to give them to her on normal 
days.

“I don’t particularly 
enjoy watching some-
one else suck face with 
their boyfriend or girl-

friend...”
- BILLY EPTING

 English teacher Sarah Marquez has known her husband since they were in middle school.
photo courtesy of Sarah Marquez
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LEON IN LOVE
The History of Valentine’s Day
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Awkward First 
Kisses

Couples on 
Valentine’s Day
EmmaLea Reed and 

Caroline Sipple

Believe it or not, Valentine’s Day did not 
originate as a holiday in which couples glory in 
their love for one another with gifts of overpriced 
chocolates, bouquets of roses and larger than life 
teddy bears.

In fact, the tale has a rather morbid begin-
ning. 

The holiday’s roots come from the ancient 
Roman festival of Lupercalia, a fertility celebra-
tion commemorated annually on Feb. 15 under the 
superintendence of a corporation of priests called 
Luperci.

Lupercalia was held in honor of the wolf who 
mothered Romulus and Remus, the legendary twin 
founders of Rome.

Each Lupercalia began with the sacrifice of 
goats and a dog, followed by a sacrificial feast. 
During the feast, the Luperci would cut thongs from 
the sacrificial animal skins, and strike the thongs at 
any women who came near them. A blow from the 
animal skin was believed to render a woman fertile 
and pure. 

The specific history behind this holiday has 
been interpreted in several different ways, making 

it a legend to some degree. Still, all stories do have 
their root in one kind of love or another, but the 
most plausible tale has to do with “agape” love – 
Christian love. 

Rewind to third century Rome: emperor Claudi-
us II had outlawed any association with the religion 
of Christianity, a crime now punishable by death. 
However, this threat could not stop the Christians 
from spreading their gospel and practicing their be-
liefs. Among these faithful Christians was a Roman 
priest by the name of Valentinus. 

Along with his persecution of the church, 

Claudius had also implemented an edict that banned 
the marriage of all young people; he believed that 
young men were meant to be soldiers, not to be in 
love.

This presented an immediate problem to the 
church, because they encouraged the sacred bond of 
marriage between man and woman.

Valentinus was not going to let Claudius keep 
him from bringing people together in biblical mar-
riage, so he continued to secretly marry couples 
within the church.

At some point, word of Valentinus’ actions 
made their way to Claudius, and he was arrested and 
tortured.

There are various legends surrounding Valenti-
nus’ doings while he was imprisoned. 

For example, one story tells of a miracle that 
occurred in front of one of Valentinus’s judges, 
Asterius.

 Asterius’ daughter had been blind from birth, 
and one day Valentinus prayed for the girl and her 
eyes were opened to the world. This miracle resulted 
in Asterius himself becoming a Christian.

The story goes on to say  that on the day of 
Valentinus’ execution, he wrote Asterius’ daughter a 
letter, signing it, “from your Valentine.”

“My first kiss was in third grade with a boy named David, who was also 
my first boyfriend. One day in class, we were watching the first Star Wars 

episode, A New Hope, and we were sitting on the carpet next to each 
other. I decided to be bold, and grabbed his face towards me and gave 
him the most slobbery kisses until he pulled away from me. The follow-
ing morning, I walked into class and saw him holding hands with my ex-
best friend, Alyssa. I tried to convince my teacher to suspend them from 

school.”
Maryann Herrera

“My ex-boyfriend and I were watching Ghost Rider, a Nicholas Cage 
movie, at AMC. Both of our little brothers were sitting right in front of us. 
It was just a very weird, awkward situation. [The kiss] was a really horrible 

experience altogether.”
Amanda Willis

Cupid, meaning “desire” in Latin, is the god of desire, 
erotic love, attraction and affection

ClipArt

“I was visiting my family in Canada, and staying at my family’s beach 
house. My neighbors and I were playing “manhunt” at night, when one 
of them kissed me. The kiss ended when someone found us. I think he 

was trying to be romantic because it was a moonlit night, but it was just 
gross and sandy.”

Kate Powell

Known around Leon as “the 
beautiful mixed couple,” sophomores 
Tatum Anderson and Victor Castillo 
have been dating for 15 months. 

This duo celebrates all the love 
and happiness that Valentine’s Day 
can bring to young couples. However, 
they leave out the cheesy and cliché 
gifts and focus on spending time with 
one another.

“Valentine’s Day is just a day 
that you get to express how much 
you care about your significant 
other,” Castillo said. “I feel like you 
shouldn’t have to go all-out on one 
day, Valentine’s Day should be year 
round.” 

Rather than buying presents that 
are merely temporary, Anderson and 
Castillo want to spend this “day of 
love” enjoying each other’s company.

“This time last year we had just 
barely started dating,” Anderson said. 
“Now that we’re more comfortable 
with one another, we’re going to 
make it less materialistic and more 
about quality time.” 

While this couple does not 

“My first kiss was with Nate Caldwell, who was also my first boyfriend. It 
was the summer after eighth grade at one of our friend’s birthday parties. 
We both knew it was about to happen and we made really awkward eye 
contact, and then he pecked me on the lips. But now we’re friends, so it’s 

all good.”
Victoria Carroll

partake in many of the stereotypical 
Valentine’s Day festivities, they care 
about being with one another. 

And at the end of the day, that’s all 
that matters to them.

In the same way, sophomore 
Courtney Clevenger and junior Jack-
son Barber think it is imperative in 
any relationship to spend quality time 
with one another; however, they do 
not see Valentine’s Day as the only 
time to do that.

“I personally feel that you should 
be loving someone 365 days of the 
year, not just one day,” Clevenger 
said. 

She feels that things couples do on 
Valentine’s Day, such as buying flow-
ers, can be done on any typical day, 
rather than just on a special holiday. 

These ideals could be attributed to 
the fact that her parents feel the same 
way about the Valentine’s Day as she 
does.

Barber agrees with her opinion, 
but also understands the other side of 
the argument.

“Valentine’s Day is a good excuse 
to drop everything and hang out as 
much as we can,” Barber said.
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Student overcomes depression to 
“live colorfully” 

Wessner finds his spotlight

Ava Jackson 
Features Editor 

Kesi Jackson 
Features Editor 

After struggling with depression 
most of her life, senior Amanda Willis 
plans to leave a colorful mark on Leon. 

Willis uses the term “live colorfully” 
as her motto to live in a way that makes 
her actions memorable. 

Willis has been struggling with At-
tention Deficit Disorder since elemen-
tary school and depression since middle 
school.

 Because of this, Willis claims she 
was not motivated for her future. She had 
no intentions of going to college and had 
no idea what she wanted to do with her 
life. 

 Willis had the help from her mother, 
Claudia Willis, to help her get past this 
difficult part in her life. 

“Amanda worked hard to overcome 
everything and anything that would be-
come an obstacle in her way to reach her 
goals,” Claudia said.

“I love Amanda and I am blessed that 
I was able to be there for her every step 
of the way.” 

With help from therapy sessions and 
medications, at the end of her sophomore 
year, she was able to get out of bed regu-
larly, work on her studies and live the life 
she actually wanted. 

“I just woke up one day and told my-

self that I need to get up and start living 
the way that I want to, to live colorfully,” 
Willis said.

Willis is currently the Editor-in-Chief 
of the school yearbook and is the head of 
the Spirit Committee in Student Govern-
ment Association. 

As the leader of the Spirit Commit-
tee, Willis is responsible for organizing 
all of the pep rallies. Because of her anxi-
ety, Willis had never been to a pep really 
until the end of last year. 

She quickly had to learn how to orga-
nize the event without ever experiencing 
it as a student in the stands. 

“I always stand on a sideline at a pep 
rally,” Willis said. 

“You’ll never see me in the crowd 
because I have to make sure that all the 
moving parts are working. I don’t want to 
take the fun of pep rallies away from my 
committee members because they signed 
up to be in SGA, not to be in charge, so I 
don’t mind standing out.”

Being a part of Yearbook and SGA 
helped Willis realize that she wants to 
pursue a career in advertising. 

“I joined SGA and yearbook where 
I found my passions and my place at 
school,” Willis said.

Willis stays after school until 6 p.m. 
almost every day to work on graphic de-
signs for the yearbook. 

“I love the halls of Leon when no-

body is here,” Willis said. “I like being 
able to dive into my work because of 
how time-consuming graphic design is.” 

Besides working on the yearbook 
and being a committed member of SGA 
,Willis also works as a receptionist at a 
local salon called Haute Headz. 

She met one of her closest friends, 
Nicole Kobes, while working there.

“I love seeing her school spirit,” Ko-
bes said. 

“She is very committed to making 
Leon a great place.” 

Willis enjoys dyeing her hair differ-
ent colors as a reminder to live colorfully. 

“I don’t think my hair color is any 
reason that a professional might not treat 
me seriously,” Willis said. “No matter the 
setting, I want to show off my personal-
ity. 

Willis hopes to attend college in New 
York for advertising.

Senior Amanda Willis enjoys her new busy lifestyle as the Editor-in-Chief of the yearbook. 

Sophomore Caden Wessner, 
a transgender student who re-
cently transferred from Lincoln, 
is an avid participant in the per-
forming arts program at Leon.

“I had some problems over 
at Lincoln,” Wessner said. 
“I wasn’t in a good crowd of 
people and that led to personal 
problems. 

“I came here to get a fresh 
start. It was nice to come here 
and not have to be like ‘Oh 
yeah, I’m a dude now.’”

According to Wessner, not 
all of his friends were accepting 
of his gender identity. 

“I don’t think very many 
of them understood,” Wessner 
said. “They still saw me as the 
girl they had grown up with 
since Kindergarten, so it was 
kind of hard for them to see me 
as Caden.”

There were multiple rea-
sons that Caden was pulled out 
of Lincoln and transferred to 
Leon. 

“I was taken into the 
guidance office because one 
of my friends reported that I 
was having suicidal thoughts,” 
Caden said. “Later in the year, 

I was caught skipping class and 
people told the teacher that I 
was skipping and smoking.”

When his parents found out 
about this, they threatened to 
pull him out of Lincoln. At that 
time, Wessner didn’t want to 
leave his friends at Lincoln. 

“I finished the year at 
Lincoln and this summer I was 
in the The Little Mermaid, the 
summer musical here, and I just 
saw how awesome all of the 

people are and how great the 
program is,” Wessner said. 

On the second day of re-
hearsal for the summer perfor-
mance, Caden came home and 
asked his parents if he could 
transfer to Leon. 

“I love the fact that he’s 
here,” said Caden’s father, 
Dan Wessner, who is a science 
teacher at Leon. “I think Leon 
is the perfect place for him. Not 
only are our performing arts 

programs better than Lincoln’s, 
but the atmosphere at Leon is 
too. It’s a big family. The kids 
are very open and accepting, 
which makes for an awesome 
environment to be in.

“He’s very involved in 
school,  and at Lincoln he was 
barely involved. So that right 
there tells me that the move 
was great.”

Caden is a part of Thes-
pians and Temp, which is the 
all-male extracurricular choir. 

Furthermore, Caden was 
recently involved in the student 
talent show in which he helped 
select the acts that performed. 

Caden says that he likes to 
perform in musicals because 
it combines both theatre and 
singing. 

“[He] is committed to cho-
rus and drama,” Dan said. 

Caden is not in Mane Event 
as he didn’t have time to audi-
tion this year. 

However, he hopes to join 
next year. 

“I didn’t want to over-
whelm myself as I was com-
ing to a new school and had 
classes,” Caden said. 

Junior Nate Caldwell met 
Caden at auditions for The Lit-
tle Mermaid last April. 

Similarly, Nate also trans-
ferred from Lincoln to Leon 
and was drawn in by the per-
forming arts program.

“If I hadn’t come here 
I wouldn’t have had all of 
these  opportunities because 
it’s simply not offered at other 
schools,” Caldwell said.

“I’m glad that I was able to 
extend that opportunity over to 
Caden. To say ‘Hey, you should 
come here. This is how my 
experience was.’ ”

         Susan Wessner
Sean Tterlikis, Caden Wessner and Noah Fuentes in Leon’s summer production of The Little Mermaid.

photo courtesy of Amanda Willis
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Cheerleading reaches nationals
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It is painfully obvious when 
a player on a team doesn’t have 
passion for the sport they are 
playing. 

You almost feel bad for 
them, wondering what is forc-
ing them to continue something 
they hate, and hope they find 
something they truly care about.

There is nothing that makes 
me more upset, however, than 
seeing a coach who obviously 
doesn’t care.

I was at a volleyball tourna-
ment recently and saw a team 
playing who was not as skilled 
as most of the other teams there.

When I looked to the side-
lines to see how their coaches 
were responding to a score of 
23-6, they didn’t say a single 
word.

They stayed silent through-
out the match, didn’t stand and 
threw out the occasional insin-
cere, “you can do it!”

The frustration on the play-
ers’ faces was evident. They 
wanted to perform better, but 
weren’t sure what they were 
doing wrong, and they had two 
coaches who didn’t care enough 
to tell them.

When athletes are participat-
ing below the collegiate level, 
they need a coach who will push 
them to be their best, emphasize 
hard work and turn them into 
the best versions of themselves 
as an athlete.

I have seen so many athletes 
quit playing a sport they used 
to love because of either bad 
coaching or because they lost 
the passion for it - which can 
stem from a coach who lost their 
passion but continues to coach.

I have had some insanely 
hard and demanding coaches 
since I have been playing vol-
leyball. 

I have hated them some-
times and wanted nothing more 
than to walk up to them and quit.

However, I would take 
them any day over a coach that 
doesn’t care. 

When I can see the passion 
and fight in a coach’s eyes and 
hear their screams, it makes it 
all worth it.

Care 
enough 
to coach 

with 
passion

Photo courtesy of Iman Baker

Recently, the Leon Com-
petition Cheer team flipped its 
way to nationals. 

Leon is the first cheer team  
from Leon County to advance 
to nationals.

A few months ago, the Lady 
Lions participated in the Uni-
versal Cheerleader Association 
(UCA) Regionals in Tampa, 
where they received two bids to 
nationals.  

After working hours on end 
to perfect their routine, they 
headed down to Orlando to 
compete in the national compe-
tition. 

While in Orlando, they vis-
ited Disney World, only adding 
to the excitement of the trip.  
    After the final results were 
announced, the Lions placed 
seventh. 

However, that shocked ev-
eryone considering the fact that 
they did not drop any stunts and 
that they placed first at region-
als just a few weeks prior. 

Captain of the competition 
team, Zyaire Williams said, 
“Hearing them announce us as 

seventh in the nation was defi-
nitely a bummer.

“We performed better than 
we ever have before, and we 
felt like we deserved a higher 
place.” 

It turns out, the judges made 
a mistake as far as scoring goes. 

After the week it took to 
rescore the performance, the 
judges finally announced that 
the Lady Lions placed fourth in 
the nation. 

“Our goal was to place in 
the top five so getting the news 
that we placed fourth was exhil-
arating,” Williams said. 

According to Madison 
Barfield, another captain of the 
team, even though things didn’t 
go as well as they could have, 
the only thing that matters is that 
all of the girls gave their heart 
and soul on the mat. 

For all the girls on the team, 
it was their first time making it 
to nationals. 

“This is the best Leon has 
been in a long time,” Barfield 
said. 

“The fact that it was my, and  
every other senior’s, last perfor-
mance really helped me push 

my team to be the best.” 
Prior to their final perfor-

mance at nationals, the Lions  
were pumped full of energy and 
were set on making their school 
proud.  

“We were very confident 
in our ability to perform,” Wil-
liams said. 

“We worked so hard to get 

there, and we were prepared 
to give the performance of our 
lives.” 

Iman Baker, a sophomore 
on the team, said, “It was a great  
experience.”

“The whole thing was a 
great bonding experience be-
cause through it all, whether 
we win or we lose, we do it to-
gether.” 

Soccer falls in regional finals
Hannah Rodriguez

Sports Editor

The boys soccer team fell  
3-2 to Fleming Island in its re-
gional finals match on Feb. 7 in 
Jacksonville.

The team had already beat-
en Fleming Island once this 
year, 3-1, and was confident go-
ing into the game.

The teams were tied 
throughout most of the game, 
and Fleming Island scored with 
roughly four minutes remain-
ing.

“It was definitely deflating,” 
senior captain Jake Kyle said. 
“But in those last four minutes, 
we just did everything we could. 
We threw out caution and went 
on the attack.”

However, the team is far 
from disappointed with its per-
formance for the year.

The team achieved all of 
its goals for this season, which 
were: changing their image as 
a team, winning 20 games and 
being first in the district for the 
first time in 11 years.

“We honestly exceeded our 
expectations this year,” Kyle 
said. “I’m not disappointed with 
how we finished at all.”

Kyle is most optimistic 

about how he is leaving the 
team, which he thinks has a very 
bright future and the ability to 
contend for a state title next sea-
son.

Junior striker Rhys Schwartz 
is already looking ahead to next 
season. He and his teammates 
already have one goal in mind: 
a state championship.

Schwartz was the leading 
attacker this season, scoring 22 
goals in 22 games despite being 
out for four weeks due to a frac-

tured hip.
Schwartz is known by his 

teammates for being scrappy 
and bringing intensity to the 
field.

“He gets to so many balls 
people normally wouldn’t be 
able to because he just fights to 
the end,” Kyle said.

Another impact player for 
the Lions this year was junior 
captain Parker Powell.

Powell played midfield and 
was very successful in the eyes 

of his teammates.
“Parker is the engine of our 

team,” Schwartz said. “He is a 
demanding player and is always 
where he should be on the field. 
He plays hard for 80 minutes.”

Schwartz is most proud of 
the growth they have had this 
season, finishing as district 
champions compared to last sea-
son, when they were last in the 
district and lost in the first round 
of the tournament.

This season, Powell posted 
13 goals and 13 assists.

“I’m most excited about our 
potential state run,” Powell said. 
“We improved every game in 
districts and regionals.”

Also returning next season 
is goalkeeper Cameron Walker, 
who played a huge role in the 
Lions’ success this year.

Walker finished the season 
with 102 saves and only 14 
goals scored against him.

“He’s a great goalkeeper 
that makes big saves when we 
need him to,” Powell said. “He 
definitely plays a role in our 
team’s success.”

With the abundance of lead-
ership and returning impact 
players, the team is confident in 
its goal of a state championship 
next year.

  Lions are first team in Leon County to reach pinnacle

Leon celebrates a post-season victory at home.

The Lady  Lions competition  team during their visit to Orlando.

Photo courtesy of Jake Kile
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Sophomore secures number one spot 
The girls tennis team has a new dy-

namic this year with a sophomore in the 
number one position. Jules Grady beat 
out senior Leta Ashebo, who was ranked 
ahead of her last year, to make it to the 
top.

As the number three singles player 
last season, Grady competed in more 
matches than ever before in her life. She 
enjoyed he experience so much that she 
decided to get serious about the sport and 
so began training in the off-season.

Although Grady has been playing 
tennis for roughly a decade, she has not 
been serious about it until she started 
playing at Leon.

This year, Grady started to attend 
High Performance training at Florida 
State University four days a week. 

Her freshmen year, Grady was a two-
sport athlete, playing volleyball as well, 
but decided to drop volleyball last sum-
mer, so she could focus solely on tennis.

“When the year started, I knew 
[Grady] would be one of our top play-
ers,” tennis coach Kevin Record said. “I 
knew she had caught fire for the sport. 
Her technique is better than it’s ever 
been.”

Record also disclosed that, with it 
only being her second year seriously 
committed to tennis, she has a lot of 
room to grow and so will most likely be a 
powerful force by her senior year.

“[Grady] is only scratching the sur-

face of her tennis ability,” Record said.
A big motivator for Grady in her off-

season training was securing the number 
one spot. 

Now that she’s got it, there is a big 
intimidation factor that comes along 
with it.

“The number one players are al-
ways the best, so I will be playing a lot 
of tough matches this year,” Grady said. 
“But my goal is to always play my hard-
est and hopefully have lots of success.”

Record believes Grady will be suc-
cessful in the number one spot as long as 
she “doesn’t get discouraged.”

Another motivator for Grady now is 
to be able to play in college. Grady hopes 
to either play at a small college or play 
club tennis at a big university, and so will 
need to continue to train hard in order to 
do so.

One thing about Grady that can be 
used as a secret weapon is her ability to 
stay calm in all types of circumstances.

Volunteer coach leaves unexpectedly
He started as a volunteer 

and left as a mentor, role mod-
el, coach and friend.

Coach Lionel Russell, more 
commonly known as “Pops,” 
suddenly quit.

Around two years ago, one 
of the runners on the team start-
ed calling Russell “Pops.” 

“Coach Lynch told him to 
stop because he thought it was 
disrespectful, but I kind of liked 
the name,” Russell said. 

According to Russell, the 
name just stuck and ever since, 
he’s been called Coach Pops. 

After coaching for 51 years, 
he considers the name a term of 
endearment. 

Pops left Leon so suddenly 
that he did not get a chance to 
say goodbye to his team.

“Unfortunately, there was 
no time to say goodbye,” Rus-
sell said. 

“It would’ve been to hard 
on both the runners and my-
self... It was my time to bow 
out.”

Senior, Alonzo Waheed 
said, “I believe that if he could 
come back and say goodbye, he 
would.” 

In fact, on Saturday, Feb. 25, 
Russell attended the track meet 
at Chiles High School to cheer 
on his team and say his final 
good-byes. 

 “He pushed me every single 
day. Without Pops, I wouldn’t 
be able to run the times I run,” 
Waheed said.

Pops originally volunteered 
three years ago as a coach be-
cause his granddaughters were 
on the team. 

“When I first started, I was 
helping the new coach,” Russell 
said.

“It got to the point where I 
believed the team was in good 
hands and it was my time to 
leave.”

Once he got them up and 
running, he decided to end his 
time coaching at Leon.

 In addition to coaching at 
Leon, Russell also sponsors a 
track meet in Washington, D.C. 
every year. 

Russell decided it was best 

“I know that it gives opponents more 
motivation when the person they’re play-
ing against is getting visibly frustrated,” 
Grady said, “so I always try to keep the 
same stature, whether I’m winning or 
losing.”

Record says Grady often looks on 
court like she’s “waiting for the bus,” but 
then her speed allows her to get to most 
balls, which can be vexing to many op-
ponents.

Grady is one of only five returners 
from last year’s varsity team and so will 
lead with her knowledge she has gained 
from experience, not just her ranking.

“[Grady] got great experience play-
ing the number three spot last year,” se-
nior tennis player Anna Cay Ford said. 
“And so I think she will do great at num-
ber one. I think that the younger girls will 
definitely look up to her as a role model 
for the team.”

Record stated she will lead by ex-
ample, which he believes is the strongest 
way to lead.

“With all due respect, she’s a lot bet-
ter, and more athletic, than you might 
think after your first impression,” Record 
said. “Her style of play is a bit unortho-
dox.

“But she covers the court really well 
and she doesn’t beat herself. Those are 
two of the most important qualities you 
can have as a tennis player.”

Grady will also play in the number 
one doubles position with Ford. It’s a lot 
for a sophomore to handle, but she’s up 
for the challenge.

Christna Hoffman
Sports Editor

Caroline Dempsey
Sports Editor

to leave at the beginning of 
the season instead of during 
the middle.

As a coach of three 
years, he’s had plenty of 
time to impact those he 
coaches. 

John Bohnstengel, a ju-
nior on the team, said, “Pops 
was like a second dad to a 
lot of us.

“When he left it was 
tough for all of us.”

 To the team, Pops was 
more than just a coach. He 
was a friend. The players 
could talk to him about any-
thing and everything. 

“He was always there 
for us,” Waheed said. “He 
would come to my church, 
and we would just talk.”

Pops always did whatev-
er was necessary to support 
his runners in the best way 
possible. 

“I was running 300 hur-
dles, and they told all the 
coaches to stand outside the 
gate, “ Waheed said. “But as 
soon as I hit the curve, Pops 
was standing on the lane 

next to me yelling, ‘Go Zo. You 
need to kick it.’ ” 

As a volunteer coach, Pops 
was motivated intrinsically to 
help the team. 

“Even though I no lon-
ger coach at Leon, I love the 
school and the people there 
and wish them nothing but the 
best,” he said. 

Photo courtesy of Jules Grady

Sophomore Jules Grady takes over the number one spot on the girls varsity tennis team.

    Photo courtesy of John Bohnstengel
Coach “Pops” decided it was time to step aside. 
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Senior Patty Prather makes a diving save against Chiles.

Students battle back from injuries

An anterior cruciate liga-
ment tear is a common knee in-
jury, but coming back from one 
takes time and resilience. 

Seniors Patty Prather and 
Eric Anderson are both working 
their way back to their respec-
tive sports after months of pain 
and rehab. 

Prather tore her ACL in the 
spring of her sophomore year, 
but didn’t have surgery until the 
fall.  

Following surgery, Prather 
immediately started physical 
therapy. The first few days were 
the hardest.

“I didn’t know pain until I 
went through that,” Prather said. 

“It takes a lot out of you.”
She was expected to have a 

year’s worth of rehab, but got it 
down to six months with extra 
sessions and hard work. 

“I couldn’t play soccer last 
year,” Prather said. “But I was 
able to play in a few flag foot-
ball games.

“It felt good to be back with 
the soccer team this year for my 
last season as a Lion.”

Before tearing his ACL dur-
ing the summer before his junior 
year, Anderson was the starting 
quarterback for the Lions. He 
missed out on his entire junior 
season. 

“Right when I was told it 
was my ACL, I just started cry-
ing,” Anderson said. “I knew I 
would miss the entire season 
and I just wanted to be out on 
the field playing.”

Like Prather, Anderson be-
gan physical therapy right after 
his surgery in the fall of 2015. 
He worked at Tallahassee Or-
thopedic Clinic and here at 
Leon with athletic trainer Alan 
Morales.

“[Anderson] was very com-
mitted,” Morales said.

“He put in a lot of extra work 
here (in the training room), in 

Two se-
niors work 
their way 
back after 
knee sur-

geries 
photo courtesy of Eric Anderson

photo courtesy of Patty Prather

Sophomore leads softball team
Sophomore Mikayla Smith is step-

ping up to the plate and taking over as 
the softball team’s new starting pitcher.

Last year Smith started the season 
on the junior varsity team, but played 
the last part of her season on varsity. Ac-
cording to her, one of her most influential 
helpers was starter Jensen Strickland.

“She was a great mentor,” Smith said. 
“Whenever I would make a mistake, she 
would be there to help me fix it and be-
come a better pitcher.”

Smith takes her role as pitcher seri-
ously and is proud to be the first person 
to arrive at practice and the last person 
to leave.

“I want to keep up with everyone, 
and I want to do the best I can for my 
team,” Smith said. 

Smith claims she also put in extra 
time during the off-season and that the 
team has noticed her improvement.

“I’ve seen a lot growth in her,” senior 
Abby Hanson said. 

“I could tell she worked a lot over 
the summer and I’m really excited to see 
what she does for us this year. I’m opti-
mistic.”

Even though she is only a sopho-
more, Smith believes it is important for 
her to be one of the team’s leaders as the 

the weight room and at home.”
According to Anderson, do-

ing his physical therapy at Leon 
was not as miserable as one 
might think.

“I actually enjoyed doing 
therapy here at school,” Ander-
son said. 

“I got be with my friends, 
my family, throughout the 
whole process.”

For Anderson, his motiva-
tion came from sitting on the 
sidelines watching his team 
play without him.

“It was kind of frustrating to 
see my friends playing the sport 
that I love,” Anderson said.

 “I just wanted to be out 
there.”

Morales likes to have Prath-
er and Anderson talk to other 
students going through physical 
therapy and, according to Mo-
rales, they are prime examples 
on how to come back from a 
knee injury.

“When there are students 
with knee injuries, I like to have 
them talk to [Prather and An-
derson],” Morales said. 

“They’ve been through the 
good times and the bad and they 
can give a good perspective of 
what it’s like.”

pitcher.
“Each play starts and ends with me 

so I feel like it’s my job to lead my team,” 
Smith said.

According to teammates, Smith is the 
person who keeps practices fun and light-
hearted.

“She’s always in the center of every-
thing,” Hanson said. “Sometimes she’ll 
just fall or make jokes and she keeps us 
all laughing.

“If we’re all kind of worn out from 
running or conditioning, she’ll be there 
to lift our spirits and that’s something we 
all appreciate.”

During games, Smith tries to keep 
the team’s energy up, whether they’re 
losing or winning.

“I try to help everyone have the right 
attitude,” Smith said. “Keeping everyone 
positive is something that I think about 
each play.”

Head coach Katie Bennett has no-
ticed Smith’s unique attitude improving 
the team’s mood at practices and games. 

“She is energetic and positive and al-
ways keeps us laughing,” Bennett said. 

“She brings this spunk to the team.”
Last year the softball team did not 

meet their goal of making it to state and 
was disappointed with the way the sea-
son ended. 

This year, the team has the same goal 
of making it to state.

Senior wide receiver Eric Anderson gets away from a potential tackler.

Alena Nash
Sports Editor
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Sports Editor

“We have a great group of players 
playing behind her on defense that she 
looks up to,” Bennett said. 

“I know she values the support they 
give her in games.”

“I think [Smith] 
can be competitive 
and she’s going to 
work really hard 
this year to make us 
successful,” Bennett 
said.

According to 
Bennett, Smith takes 
advantage of any op-
portunity she gets to 
learn and improve.

“She has a great 
work ethic and is 
always trying to 
learn from practice 
and experience in 
games,” Bennett 
said.

As one of two 
sophomores on the 
team, Smith relies on 
the experience of the 
older players to help 
guide her.

“She strives to 
gain respect from 
her teammates and 
she works really 
hard for it,” Bennett said.

The team is prepared to work to-
gether and back Smith up during games 
to help Smith succeed. 

Stephanie Henningson
Sophomore Mikayla Smith keeps the team loose and relaxed.



WINTER
SCOREBOARD
Boys Basketball
Date  Event  
01/05/17 Florida State
01/11/17 Chiles 
01/13/17 Lincoln
01/19/17 Godby
01/20/17 West Gadsden
01/23/17 St. John Paul II
01/24/17 Florida State 
01/28/17 Dothan
01/31/17 Godby 
02/02/17 Wakulla
02/03/17 Rickards
02/07/17 Chiles 

Girls Basketball
Date  Event  
01/20/17 Lincoln
01/24/17 East Gadsden 
01/26/17 Godby 
02/02/17 Lincoln
02/09/17 Niceville

Boys Soccer
Date  Event  
01/04/17 Florida State
01/07/17 Navarre
01/09/17 Columbia
01/11/17 East Gadsden
01/13/17 Fleming Island
01/14/17 Bartram Trail
01/16/17 Columbia
01/17/17 Lafayette
01/27/17 Lincoln
02/01/17 Niceville
02/04/17 Washington 
02/07/17 Fleming Island

Girls Soccer
Date  Event  
01/07/17 Pace
01/11/17 Rickards
01/12/17 Maclay
01/18/17 Columbia
01/19/17 Lincoln
01/26/17 Navarre

Boys Tennis
Date  Event  
02/15/17 Chiles
02/17/17 Florida Invit. 
02/18/17 Lake Nona

Girls Tennis
Date  Event  
02/15/17 Chiles
02/17/17 Lyman
02/18/17 Lake Nona

Boys Track
Date  Event  
02/04/17 All-Striders
02/18/17 Florida Invit. 

Girls Track
Date  Event  
02/04/17 All-Striders
02/18/17 Florida Invit. 
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W, 74-52
W, 76-62
 L, 55-54
 L, 57-51
W, 52-47
W, 69-61
W, 79-53
W, 62-42
 L, 58-44
W, 57-54
W, 67-64
W, 76-58

 L, 49-35

 L, 51-43
 L, 63-49

W, 2-1
 L, 1-0
W, 3-1
W, 8-0
W, 3-1
 L, 8-2
W, 4-0
W, 8-0
W, 2-1
W, 1-0
W, 4-0
 L, 3-2

T, 0-0
W, 10-0
 T, 2-2
W, 8-1
W, 3-0
 L, 1-1

Alumnus follows in 
brother’s footsteps

Brady Creel, a 2016 graduate, enlisted in the 
marines after high school and is carrying on his late 
brother’s legacy. Creel is currently in California on the 
same base that his brother Blake died on. He drives 
past Blake’s memorial almost every weekend.

“It’s really heartbreaking,” Brady said. “But once I 
get past the sad part, it reminds me that no one is ever 
really gone. I get to remember him and do what he did 
and what I think he would want me to do.”

Brady works and trains in his brother’s old uni-
form, which serves as a constant reminder of all that 
he did and who he was.

“I feel like joining the marines and wearing the 
uniform is my way of carrying on his legacy,” Brady 
said. 

Like Blake, Brady participated in the ROTC pro-
gram at Leon. He credits the program for giving him 
an understanding of  respect and honor.

“[Brady] was very outgoing, had great character 
and a good heart,” Gunnery Sergeant Anthony Reaves 
said.

Brady’s upbringing was also another reason to 
enlist. His family was never wealthy and they lived 
week by week.

“The marines are like this constant family,” Brady 
said. “It’s a career that makes me feel like I’ll never 
have to live week by week again.”

photo courtesy of Brady Creel
Leon 2016 graduate Brady Creel with his sister, Jordan.

Alena Nash
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Despite the uncertainty he grew up with, Brady be-
lieved he could do great things. This confidence came 
from his brother, Blake.

“He showed me that even if you don’t come from 
much, you can achieve great things,” Brady said. 

“Blake did a lot of great things in the marines and 
as a person.”

Brady plans to be a marine for the next 20 years.

 L, 7-0 
W, 7-0 
W, 4-3

 L, 7-0 
W, 7-0
 L, 5-2


