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Former principal runs for superintendent
Sella Kinch

Editor-in-chief

Record bikes coast to coast, leaves Leon
Hannah Wong

Guest Writer
When tennis coach Kevin 

Record first pulled into Leon 
15 years ago, he was driving 
on four wheels. But when he 
left for the last time, he was 
only on two. 

Record has been a self-
proclaimed “biking addict” 
ever since he took up the ac-
tivity as a hobby in 2014. His 
addiction peaked with a 69-
day ride across the country 
over the summer.

“It was the most mean-
ingful thing I’ve ever done 
aside from having kids,” Re-
cord said. 

Record followed two 
predetermined trails to reach 
his destination. The Trans- a m e r i c a 
Trail took him from Yor-k t o w n , 
Virginia to Pueblo, Colorado. He then 
switched to the Western Express so he 
could end up in California where his son 
Kyle lives.

Paper maps were Record’s guide for 
the trip. He kept 10 of them in a pocket 
on his handlebars, each covering approx-
imately 400 miles. By the end, he had 
biked 3,850 miles. 

The journey from east coast to west 
coast was a rugged one. Record carried 
only a backpack with a few changes of 
clothes, which he often had to wash in 
public sinks. 

As for accommodation, Record 
stayed everywhere from hotels, to 
friends’ houses, to churches. He even 

spent the night at a fire station, where a 
crew that had just finished putting out a 
fire offered him a free shower and dry 
towels.

Though the bike ride was enjoyable, 
it did have a deeper meaning. Record 
dedicated his travels to five victims of 
cancer. 

These included Mark Feely, dean of 
students at Leon High School, and Mar-
shal Fisher, son of psychology teacher 
Betsy Fisher. 

Record is a long-time friend of the 
Fishers and had been receiving updates 
about Marshal’s treatment. Before leav-
ing for Yorktown, Record decided to 
name Marshal “Head Coach,” his main 
source of motivation during the ride.

“We would read his blog and he 

would text and call Marshal 
before a difficult part of the 
ride,” Betsy said. 

 “He never let too 
much time go by without 
speaking to us.”

The communication 
meant a lot to Marshal.

“Marshal felt so em-
powered and strengthened 
by Coach Record calling 
him ‘coach,’ by seeing that 
he was a role model for 
someone else,” Betsy said. 

But the dedications 
didn’t stop there. A few 
days into the trip Record 
began commemorating 
a new person with each 
ride. He asked his friends 
on Facebook for stories of 

battles with cancer. Soon he had class-
mates from high school, friends from 
college and coworkers all messaging 
him about people in their lives who 
were fighting the disease. 

Every time he posted a dedication, 
Record included an icon that people 
could click to donate money to treat-
ing cancer. He raised $14,000. 

The ride was over on Aug. 3, when 
Record was met by both his sons in 
San Francisco. 

He took a redeye flight back to 
Tallahassee and was at Leon on the 
Aug. 8 for teacher planning day. It 
seemed like a normal start to a normal 
year. 

But the next day, Record’s ex-wife 

Journalism pro-
gram under 

new instruction

Please see YU, page 12
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Kevin Record (middle) with his sons Josh (left) and Kyle (right) in front of 
the Golden Gate Bridge in San Francisco, California after Kevin completed 
his bike ride.

Lauren Henderson
Editor-in-chief

With the resignation of former jour-
nalism teacher Kevin Record, Casey Yu 
has stepped up to the plate and is ready 
to guide the staff with her extensive 
communication technology background. 

Yu has a passion for battling social 
injustices through online communica-
tion and social media, and would like to 
help students properly express them-
selves through their writing.

In May of 2014, Yu was traveling 
from Atlanta to Tallahassee after at-
tending a funeral for her aunt in Con-
necticut. Her one-year-old son Will was 
hungry, so she began to breast feed him. 

There was no one sitting next to Yu 
and her son, and Delta’s policy states 
they “fully support a woman’s right to 
breast-feed on board Delta and Delta 
Connection aircraft and in Delta facili-
ties.” 

But, a flight attendant brought Yu a 
blanket to cover up with because there 
had been “complaints.” Yu denied the 
blanket, and soon after a second flight 
attendant approached Yu and told her 
she had to cover up. 

Yu stood by her right to nurse her 
child, and she took to Twitter to express 
her disappointment in Delta Airlines. 
One of her friends created the hashtag 
“#feedwill,” and her posts soon went 
viral. 

 To the delight of many Leon stu-
dents, former principal, Rocky Hanna, 
is running for Leon County Schools 
superintendent.

“I have planned to be superintendent 
for a very long time,” Hanna said. 

Superintendent is, as in Hanna’s 
words, “a principal, just in a larger 
scale.”

A superintendent oversees the 
progress and the maintenance of all the 
schools in their county. They also focus 
on the students and faculty.  

Hanna will be the first representative 
to have been a student and a principal 
at Leon High School before progressing 
on to campaign for superintendent. 

“I think that it would be a perfect 
end to my career,” Hanna said. “I went 
from a student to a coach, teacher and 

then a principal and now hopefully a 
superintendent.” 

His family has been involved with 
Leon for the past hundred years, rang-
ing from graduating to being part of the 
faculty. Another desire to become super-
intendent stems from wanting to become 
more involved in Leon again after being 
transferred from being the principal.

Even though the election won’t be 
until November, Hanna has been cam-
paigning since August 2015. . 

“I’ve been working to talk to people 
invested in the county that I haven’t 
before,” Hanna said. 

This has led to him becoming 
involved in many organizations around 
Tallahassee, including The Board of Di-
rectors for the Big Bend Homeless Co-
alition and Capital City Youth Services. 

 “I have been honored to serve Leon 
County in so many ways,” Hanna said. 

As superintendent, he plans to make 

some changes concerning the way that 
the schools work. 

“I would like to take the focus away 
from all of the tests and Common Core,” 
Hanna said. “We should be working less 
with teaching and Common Core and 
more with learning and common sense.” 

He also wants to ensure that curricu-
lums are not being directed specifically 
to teach standardized tests. He wants to 
allow teachers to teach what they, and 
the students, will be interested in. 

Please see SUPERINTENDENT, 
page 12

Please see RECORD, page 12
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Rocky Hanna (center) stands with supporters at a press event for his run for superintendent. 
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Leon’s diversity still divides us
Caroline Kirk
Editorial Editor

As the oldest high school in Florida, 
we have been blessed with a rich history 
of pride, tradition and excellence- a tra-
dition that has thrived through countless 
times, tragedies and changes. W e 
are more modernly acclaimed 
for our deep diversity and ac-
ceptance that may contrast 
other schools in our county and 
state. 

I am constantly consider-
ing the blessings Leon students 
have; the opportunity to thrive 
and excel in more than just the 
classroom. Yet as I walk up the 
steps to the “grand old school on 
the hill,” I can’t help but ponder 
whether or not our diversity is 
just a label for the demograph-
ics and the stats that are held in 
the guidance office recording 
how many white, black, Latino 
or Asian students are enrolled.

I was told at my fresh-
man orientation that there was 
a place for everyone at this 
school. And there is no deny-
ing the truth in that statement. But have 
the barriers been built up between where 
each student belongs? Where is the true 
community of pride, tradition and excel-
lence between every student on this cam-
pus?

I know things will never be perfect, 
and we have certainly come a long way, 
but have we come far enough?

Last spring I was running for Student 
Body President. My goal was to use my 
campaigning to my advantage to meet 
as many students as possible. I walked 
around school with a red frame, asking 
peers to take photos with me. 

This was typically received with ex-
citement and desire to join in a picture. 
However, I did experience some negativ-
ity. Nothing major, but I did have a few 
students say they would rather not take 
a picture. 

Of the approximately 100 pictures I 
asked to take, the only four people who 
happened to say “no” were all African- 
American males. Now, why is that? I 
seriously want someone to give me an 
answer. Are there specific groups around 
here who feel targeted or unnoticed?

I was told last week by English 
teacher Stacey Fabrega that she saw “We 
struggle with self confidence because we 
feel invisible” written on a girls bath-
room stall. I have never experienced this 
emotion. I want to understand and feel 
what you may feel. 

All I want is for each person to feel 
accepted. And I want that acceptance to 

be noticeable. Prevalent. 
Just the other day in my Advanced 

Placement Government class, some kids 
were joking around when we noticed that 
senior Tariq Gay was the only black stu-
dent in our class. He didn’t even notice. 

“In the media and the world as a 
whole, the most successful people are 

white,” Gay said. “So it gives the im-
pression that white people are more suc-
cessful which encourages white youth 
to strive for success while discouraging 
people of color to strive for the same.”

Pure harmony and perfection is not 
what is on my mind. And, perhaps, this 
is all a lapse in my judgement and every-
one surrounds themselves with the peo-
ple they really love and want to do. But I 
have a gut feeling that there is someone 
reading this right now asking themselves 
why they don’t participate.

I understand the stereotypes that de-
fine every group. I can even imagine how 
I may be perceived. I am six feet tall. 
I’m blonde. I dress semi-preppy. I play 
volleyball. I am the Student Body Presi-
dent, and I like to think that I am fairly 
involved. 

When I get up on the auditorium 
stage to talk to the student body, I can 
almost be positive that someone in the 
audience sees me and thinks that I “look 
popular” and won the election for that 
reason. Or maybe they see me cheering 
people on, having pride and pep in my 
school, and just view me with the stereo-
type of a “blonde cheerleader.” 

Senior Justin Peter is the only foot-
ball player at Leon High School enrolled 
in Advanced Placement Calculus BC. 

“I think I am one of the few to be in 
calculus because I am one of the few to 
apply myself,” Peter said.

“Just the other day, the football play-
ers were calling me ‘nerd’ in the locker 

 FALL HOLIDAY
 Oct. 12

 HOMECOMING WEEK
 Oct. 17-20

TEACHER PLANNING DAY
 Oct. 21

 HOMECOMING FOOTBALL     
GAME
 Oct. 21 at Leon, 7:00 p.m.

 HOMECOMING DANCE 
 Oct. 22 at Leon

room.” 
Peter is aware of the stereotype 

placed on him, and it is not even a typi-
cal one. He went on to speak to the fact 
that he embraces his “nerd” label.

Regardless of how I am perceived, 
I know I will be perceived. I want our 

school to be seen as a safe ha-
ven of acceptance. Yes. But not 
just represented in the diversity 
of people who attend. I want 
that acceptance to be ever pres-
ent .

After speaking to my Ad-
vanced Placement Language 
and Composition teacher from 
last year, Jennifer Roady-Law-
son, who teaches both the high-
est and lowest levels of junior 
English, my attention was cer-
tainly attracted. She conveyed 
to me her observation that 
Leon seems like there are “two 
schools within the school.” 

Are these “schools” sepa-
rated by race, economics, aca-
demics and opportunities? The 
list could go on and on. Is it 
just in the classroom or is it also 

seen in the gym? On the field? On stage? 
Or in debate?

“The choral program is the farthest 
thing from segregated,” junior transfer 
from Chiles, Emma Kerr said . “We have 
members who are also in band, on the 
football team and even in ROTC.”

 “Coming from another school where 
being judged is ‘normal,’ it’s really awe-
some to be in a group where you feel 
okay about being who you are.”

Our entire school has the opportunity 
to stand as strong and unified as Kerr 
has seen in chorus. I don’t have an ex-
act solution. I do, however, know that it 
will take all of us. Teachers, students, ad-
ministrators, parents and the Tallahassee 
community.

As of now, my only idea is to encour-
age social interaction. I plan to do this by 
inviting students to lunch on the front hill 
to eat, talk and make new friends. 

I am extremely curious to see the 
results of this lunch. I wonder who will 
come and who will stay. I wonder if any-
one will introduce themselves to me in 
the hall after reading this, or maybe just 
share a smile. I wonder if anyone will an-
swer my questions from above. 

I want to hear from you if you have a 
solution. I want to hear from you if you 
are yearning for a friend on this campus. 
I want to hear from you if you feel invis-
ible among the 2,100 faces on campus. 

I want each of us to be able to pride 
ourselves in the rich history, progress and 
diversity that is Leon High School. 

The lockers at Leon are ridicu-
lously tiny. They can barely fit any-
one’s stuff in them. The lockers I had 
in middle school were taller than me 
and now they cant even fit a back-
pack. I have so many textbooks to 
carry and when I want to put them in 
my locker I don’t have enough room. 
The locker assigned to me in my class 
period is all the way in the Nettles 
Building, and I only have two classes 
in there. Leon could fix this problem 
by installing bigger lockers or letting 
students have two lockers instead of 
one. 
-Gabby Jimenez

It has recently dawned on me 
that I quite like high school, or rather, 
Leon. Compared to middle school, 
specifically Cobb, everything seems 
more relaxed. From the faculty to the 
student body, people are more polite, 
and less aggressive. Overall, being in 
high school seems much better than 
middle school. Yes, there are prob-
lems, but everyone has issues and in 
my opinion, at least, they are not very 
important ones. I am genuinely look-
ing forward to attending Leon.
-Carrie Wagner

On the first day of freshman year, I 
was too excited to even be tired. The 
first week I would get up at 5:20 a.m. 
every day. Now I sleep through all 
my alarms, and end up getting out 
of bed at 6 a.m. Obviously, I knew 
that waking up early was a part of 
high school. I’m just going to have 
to get used to it. I mean, I’m already 
up really late doing homework, but 
its only going to get worse from 
here. 
-Emily Middleton

Seniors DeShaye Triplett, Katelyn Faust and junior Kayla Lewis 
pose with a picture frame for Caroline Kirk’s campaign. 

Caroline Kirk
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Does class size lead to cheating?

group those types of activities become 
more difficult. 

Teachers with more students per 
class are more likely to rely on lectures 
and notes.  

I like to refer to that type of learning 
as fairy dust learning. 

Fairy dust learning means that the 
teacher just sprinkles knowledge in-
stead of educating their students on a 
deeper level.

When students aren’t properly pre-
pared how could they be expected to 
properly pass? Watching them closer 
and creating new rules may decrease 
cheating rates, but it is not a valid solu-
tion. 

Essentially all administration is do-
ing is fighting fire with fire when the real 
problem is fireproof. 

I am one of many students at Leon 
who went to small elementary and middle 
schools. At those schools cheating was 
nonexistent.  

The fact is, big schools have higher 
cheating and lower achievement statistics 
than smaller schools.  

An example of this is a study done 
by Craig Howley of Ohio University 
and Robert Bickely of Marshall Univer-
sity. They studied the connection between 
poverty and low achievement at both 
large and small schools. 

They discovered that the connection 

was ten times stronger at large schools 
compared to small schools. 

Cheating is not just popular among 
students of low ambition. 

Some students will cheat even when 
they are confident about the material on 
which they are being assessed. Although 
this may sound twisted, much of this in-
stance relies on choosing the easy way 
out. 

However, when cheating becomes a 
pattern between classes of different lev-
els of advancement and ambition, it is no 
longer a matter of laziness. 

For example, in 2012, 78 Air Force 
Academy cadets were caught cheating 
on a math test. 

Air Force cadets are typically smart, 
ambitious individuals.

78 of them cheating on a math test, 
shows that cheating is not just a trend 
among low achievers. 

For this generation of high school 
students, good grades are more impor-
tant than ever. 

For most, to be able to graduate col-
lege without drowning in student loans, 
scholarships are the only solution. 

Students are scrambling to get good 
grades in order to qualify for these schol-
arships. The repercussions of overcapac-
ity does nothing to ease their urgency. 

It is no wonder that learning has 
steered away from actually understand-
ing the content to merely memorizing it. 

This is because students are more 
concerned with getting the passing grade, 
than learning the material to obtain long-
term knowledge. 

Overcapacity also increases cheating 
in a physical way. 

At Leon many classrooms do not 
have enough seats to sit an average of 30 
students.

 I have been in classes where stu-
dents are put in areas of the room where 
they can barely see the board because no 
other conventional seating arrangements 
were possible. 

This makes it difficult for students to 
take notes or engage in classroom activi-
ties. 

I believe that in the future our public 
school systems will wake from their nos-
talgic methods. 

One day they will understand that it 
is irrational to apply old solutions to new 
problems. Cheating has been around in 
schools for a long time, but the reason 
behind it has evolved. 

Hopefully, big schools like Leon will 
not have to downsize and will instead 
modify their learning systems. 

The ultimate goal is to provide a 
learning environment where students 
can learn progressively, without feeling 
trapped between hasty teaching and im-
morality. 

Imagine this, you get out of school 
at 1:50 p.m. Immediately afterwards you 
drive to your job and work there for four 
hours.

 Next you go back to school to attend 
whatever extra curricular activity you are 
a part of.

 After three hours of practice you fi-
nally get to go home.

 By the time you arrive at your house 
it is 8:50 p.m. and you still have two 
hours of homework to do.

 That night you study for a test in one 
of your classes. You study for two hours 
straight but you still do not understand 
the topic at hand. 

This is due to the fact that this class 
has 30 students in it, so you are sat in a 
non conventional seat that prevents you 
from clearly seeing the board.

 Your teacher teaches by making you 
take notes from passages in the textbook 
because there is no room or time to do 
something more interactive.

 It is the next day and that same 
teacher catches you cheating on your 
friend’s test. 

The teacher reports you to the guid-
ance office. You receive zero credit on 
that test and receive a lower citizenship 
grade which two years later prevents you 
from getting accepted by your dream col-
lege. 

This is the reality Leon students face 
everyday. 

This year, administration has teamed 
up with teachers to crack down on cheat-
ing. 

As of this year with no exceptions, 
if a student is caught cheating, they will 
receive an F with zero credit on what-
ever assignment or assessment they were 
cheating on. 

Also, the student’s citizenship grade 
will be lowered for that grading period, 
and a notice will be recorded with the 
guidance office. 

Upon analyzing this situation, my 
conclusion is that Leon’s large student 
population is the cause of this cheating 
phenomenon. 

Morally, I condemn cheating. It com-
pletely contradicts the purpose of learn-
ing and is detrimental to one’s integrity. 

Although, the way some teachers re-
sort to teaching 30 students each hour is 
just as contradictory. 

Given the size of our school, it is al-
most impossible to profoundly educate 
large classes of students. It is a feat only 
some teachers have mastered.

In a class of 10 to 15 people, it is gen-
erally easier to conduct discussions and 
hands on activities. 

When you add 15 more people to the 

Students in Leon’s main building find it hard to get through the crowd on their way to lunch. 
Grey Kinch

Maya Levy
Editorial Editor

The graph above shows the varrying test scores in small classes versus test scores in regu-
lar size classes.

photo courtesy of  poverty.ucdavis.edu
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During the hurricane, around 80 per-
cent of Tallahassee’s power was knocked 
out leaving many stores, restaurants, 
homes and traffic lights without power.

On Wednesday, Aug. 31, Leon Coun-
ty announced that schools would be 
closed on Thursday, Sept. 1, and Friday 
Sept. 2.

 The decision was made by a phone 
call between Superintendent Jackie Pons 
and emergency management. 

In Leon County, the busses are not al-
lowed to travel in winds over 35 mph.

 With the tropical storm winds al-
ready reaching 40 mph, school was sub-
sequently cancelled.

The storm hit Tallahassee on Thurs-
day night, and by then it was already a 
Category 1 Hurricane with sustained 
winds of 80 mph and five to 10 inches 
of rain. 

The storm knocked out most of Tal-
lahassee’s power, as well as causing lots 

Hurricane causes school cancellation

Cristina Williams
News Editor

         Cristina Williams
As a result of the storm, a large tree fell over between the main building and the cafeteria.

of trees to fall- damaging houses, power 
lines and blocking roads.

The city estimated that it would take 
around a week to restore everyone’s 
power.

 When workers started fixing the 
electrical utilities they soon learned that 
the damage to the city’s power grid was 
worse than they expected. Utility work-
ers began working 12 to 16 hour days and 
nights to help fix the electrical problems. 

Some houses were only without 
power over night while others were still 

without power a week later.
The hurricane cost the City of Talla-

hassee and its partners more than $10.3 
million and around $4.6 million was put 
towards fixing the electrical grid alone. 

On Sunday, Sept. 4, Leon County 
Schools announced that school was can-
celled for Tuesday, Sept. 6, due to the 
lack of power throughout the city. 

This was a concern to parents and 
students as they wondered whether they 
would have to make up the missed school 
days later on in the year. 

Leon County Schools said that they 
were trying to get the days excused by 
the State Department of Education. 

On Wednesday, Sept. 7, Leon County 
Schools reopened. 

There were still around one and a half 
thousand people left without power on 
Thursday, Sept. 8, but students who were 
still without power were excused from 
school for the rest of that week. Teachers 
worked with these students to help them 
complete their school work.

Leon High School was without pow-
er from Thursday Sept. 1 to Sunday Sept. 
4. The school was also left with only mi-
nor damages.

“We had a large tree located on the 
hill near the football bleachers fall,” 
principal Billy Epting said. “We also had 
a tree fall on the left field fence of the 
baseball field and a small tree got pushed 
over in the courtyard between the caf-
eteria and the gym. We also had a leak 
above Ms. Crawford’s room in the main 
building.” 

Only one person in Florida was killed 
due to the storm. It was a homeless man 
identified as John Mayes, 56. He was 
killed when a tree fell on his tent in a 
homeless camp in Marion County, south 
of Gainesville.

After hitting Tallahassee, the hurri-
cane downgraded to a tropical storm with 
sustained winds of 55 mph, and moved at 
about 18 mph toward the Carolinas. 

Hurricane Hermine 
causes Leon County 
Schools to have six-

day weekend
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Meis transitions from stage to 
classroom

Huang climbs ahead, winning Nationals 

MarySylvia Hinnant
Staff Writer

Ava Jackson
Features Editor

At the young age of 16, former Leon 
student Brian Huang moved to Colorado 
and abandoned the typical high school 
student lifestyle to train and pursue his 
passion for rock climbing.

After endless hours of strenuous 
work and placing in the top five at Na-
tionals, Huang qualified to be on the 
United States Team for the first time in 
2013. 

This year, however, Huang placed 
first at Nationals and continues to be on 
the U.S. Team to this day. 

“It’s a lot of fun being on the U.S. 
team,” Huang said. “It’s an exciting ex-
perience traveling and meeting people 
from the other countries.”

Considering he had done gymnas-
tics his whole life prior to rock climbing, 
Huang wanted to find something similar,  
but with less stress on his body. 

From the days when he trained at 
Tallahassee Rock Gym, he discovered 
his talent in climbing and decided to 
push himself.  

A few days before the World Cham-
pionship in 2013, Huang had a freak ac-
cident and fell 20 feet onto a steel plat-

form while he was training. 
Huang still tried to compete, not to 

place, but to just to have the experience 
of competing at the World Champion-
ships. 

“It’s disheartening when you can’t 
climb and train like you used to,” Huang 
said. “But, if anything, it made me want 
to climb more and get back to the way I 
was before the injury.”

According to Huang, he had to make 
some lifestyle adjustments after he 
moved to Boulder, Colorado. 

“I did it so I could pursue something 
I loved,” Huang said. “I definitely had to 
learn how to be independent and respon-
sible at a very young age, unlike most 
teenagers, but in the end it was so worth 
it.”

Huang trains for 15 hours a week 
with his team, ABC, and is currently 
helping coach the team. 

One of Huang’s biggest achieve-
ments is getting first place at the 2016 
national competition. 

“While I’m competing I don’t get 
that scared or nervous,” Huang said. “I 
know I just have to focus on what I came 
to do and try to tune out the screaming 
crowds.”

Huang’s biggest inspirations are his 

coaches from Talla-
hassee, Libbi Gilson 
and Jonathon Put-
man. 

“I wouldn’t 
be where I am to-
day without them,” 
Huang said. 

To finish off his 
high school cred-
its, Huang attend-
ed Boulder High 
School and lived 
with two host fami-
lies, the Dorrans and 
the Goodacres.

“There was a 
big culture differ-
ence from going to 
school in Florida, to 
going to school in 
Colorado,” Huang 
said. “Everyone in 
Colorado is very ac-
tive in running and 
sports, while Florida 
is more  of a welcoming state,” Huang 
describes. 

Huang is currently a freshman at the 
University of Colorado, while training, 
once again, for the World Champion-

New World History teacher Jeanine Meis does not 
only have an extreme dedication to her teaching, but 
also has a passion for acting. 

In fact, she is so enthusiastic about her acting career 
that she once shaved her head to play the role of St. Joan 
in the “off-off Broadway” musical St. Joan. 

Meis got into “off-off Broadway” in New York City  
from an offer that landed in her lap. 

“It was a project I was doing in Tallahassee that got 
recognized through the New York Festival at Florida 
State University as a wonderful script,” Meis said.

 “It was a New York director who invited us up there 
for a play called ‘Server Clear,’ it was about 9/11 and 
how it affected people.”

Meis has always juggled different careers such as a 
doctor, astronomer or even a physical therapist. How-
ever, it was her friends that helped convince her to audi-
tion for her first play. 

“I can pretend to be all these things and it be okay,” 
Meis said. “Being in the industry you have to commit to 
the role you’re playing.” 

“You had to be young to play Saint Joan and I was 
getting to that age point where it would’ve been my last 
chance to play her,” Meis said. 

“My time to play her was coming to a close so I 
agreed to shave my head so I could be the best Saint 
Joan I could be.”

Whenever they had open calls in New York, Meis 
would fly up there to try out and do open casting calls. 
Meis auditioned for the Broadway show “Rent.” 

Although she got called back the next day, she did 
not end up landing the role.

“Even though I didn’t get into “Rent” it was still one 
of the most exciting experiences of my life,” Meis said. 
“I never got a chance to try out for actual Broadway.”

One Meis’ biggest fears during her acting career 
was forgetting her lines.

“Every night before a show I have the same dream 
where I am rushed on stage and I can’t remember any of 
my lines or who my character is,” Meis said. 

Once Meis began to have kids, she had to back 
down from her acting career. 

After Meis’ “off-off Broadway” career came to a 
close, she joined her husband in Tallahassee and began 
teaching and directing at Young Actors Theater. 

From there she saw an opportunity to teach drama 
in public school and soon after decided to teach history, 
as well. Before coming to the Leon family, Meis taught 
both subjects at Cobb Middle School for nine years.

“Whenever I would tell people I taught middle 
school students, they’d look at me as if I was crazy,” 
Meis said. 

“But now I see why. I love the transition to Leon and 
I love the kids, but it’s a different relationship.

 High school students are all grown up and middle 
school students are still in the little stage.”

Although Meis loves the atmosphere at Leon, she 
claims that it was not an easy transition. 

“I had to leave such a talented group of eighth grad-
ers that I had taught since sixth grade,” Meis said.

 “I didn’t want to give them up. It breaks my heart 
because they all quit drama due to my leave. Hopefully 
once they get to Leon, Ms. Marshall will be able to suck 
them back into the life of theater.”

Drama teacher Lea Marshall met Meis for the first 
time at a meeting for theater teachers.

“She’s extremely creative and a very sweet wom-
an,” Marshall said. “Rumor has it that Meis is a vampire 
because she can get so much more done in an average 
day than most of us can.”

Sophomore Katherine Resavage has Meis as a 
teacher  for AP World History.  

“When I first met her I got the feeling she puts her 
students first before her own priorities.” 

Former Cobb teacher 
transfers to Leon

Gray Kinch
Jeanine Meis stars as the lead in “St. Joan”, a play that led 
to her shaving her head for the part. 

Photo courtesy of Jeanine Meis
This is Jeanine Meis’ first year as an AP World History 
teacher at Leon. 

ships. As it is Huang’s last year compet-
ing, he aspires to place well in the World 
Championships.

He also hopes to keep climbing af-
ter this year, but maybe by that time as a 
full-time coach. 

Photo courtesy of Brian Huang 

Brian Huang placed first at Nationals for rock climbing in 2016, 
achieving his biggest goal.
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LIONS PUT IN WORK OFF CAMPUS
Average Weekly 

Work Hours
School Work and 

Stress Levels

Of the 135 students that were randomly surveyed, 35 reported that they had a job. 
The graph above represents how many hours on average each student works during 
the school year. 

Maribeth McClenny

Of the 135 students that were randomly surveyed, 35 reported that they had a job. 
The students with a job were asked how difficult it was to balance their school work 
with their job, with one being the least difficult, and ten being the most difficult.

Maribeth McClenny

Students at work: from the 
beach to the lawn

Often working a whopping 20 hours a week, se-
nior Dallas Lambert has his struggles when it comes 
to accomplishing school work on time. Lambert 
runs his own neighborhood lawn service, and works 
part-time as a bagger at Publix. 

Being one of the top players on the Leon tennis 
team, Lambert has his work cut out for him. Lam-
bert thinks that the typical student workload is often 
heavy enough, but balancing that along with a job 
and sport can seem impossible at times.

“It can be really difficult to find the motivation 
to do homework after a 10 o’clock shift at Publix,” 
Lambert said. “Teachers need to be more lenient on 
the students struggling to balance these things.”

Seniors Will Nettles and Madison Southerland 
have an unusual job: advertising and guiding Seg-
way tours. Nettles’ father founded a new business 
called Tallahassee Segway Tours.

The two seniors work roughly three to four hours 
a week, or whenever they are needed. Through this 
job, they have learned important people skills, as 
well as how to teach. 

Both Nettles and Southerland enjoy the work, 
and view it as a way to explore parts of Tallahassee 
they’d never known about.

“People living in Tallahassee don’t realize how 
much they haven’t seen yet,” Nettles said. 

Over this past summer, sophomore Ruby 
Knapp had the opportunity to work at the Sugar 
Shak in Rosemary, Florida. 

The Sugar Shak is an ice cream and candy store 
that Knapp has been visiting ever since she was a 
little kid. The store hired her as a part time worker 
for the summer.

Knapp learned about productivity, business and 
hard work.

“It made me realize how competent I was,” 
Knapp said. “It gave me respect for people who do 
any kind of service for any kind of business, and 
it’s actually very hard work.”
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Work smarter, not harder
When balancing 
a job, sport and  

school becomes too 
much

Hannah Rodriguez
Sports Editor

Last year was the first time that I have fully 
understood what it is like to be an adult. Monday 
through Friday, my day consisted of waking up, 
going to school, lifting weights for the volleyball 
offseason, going to sand volleyball practice, leaving 
sand practice then going to straight to work.

This was all on top of the fact that I was still 
trying to find time to eat, shower, do homework, 
sleep while trying to have a social life to be with 
my friends. 

It was a routine that was slowly killing me, to 
be honest.

 I was exhausted, and it was starting to show 
in my performance both on the courts and in the 
classroom. 

I would stay up until midnight doing home-
work, not be able to finish, which resulted in having 
to wake up at five in the morning to finish what I 
couldn’t the night before.

I wasn’t as sharp on the court and began lack-
ing the consistency that usually comes easily when I 
feel prepared and focused.

I was also not the intense and competitive leader 
that my teammates had known me to be. I was a 
captain, and I felt like I was letting my team down.

This meant it was time to change my habits and 
get back on top of things, for myself and my team.

It is during this time that I learned the impor-
tance of time management and taking care of my 
mind and body.

Doing homework during classes that you are 
not busy in, or at the end of the class that you have 

homework in, proved to be extremely helpful for me 
to getting my work done early.

I also cannot emphasize enough the importance 
of using your study hall if you are an athlete.

I am definitely a culprit of the pre-practice 
power nap, and putting off my work because I am 
sure I will have time to do it later. 

Just a quick heads up, you never have time to do 
it later.

Study hall is the time that you are in an environ-
ment totally based on productivity and where you 
have your teammates, who are also your classmates, 
to help you. 

Another tip is when you finally get to your 
homework, do not lay in bed to do it. After a 16 
hour day, when I sat in bed to do my work there was 
nothing I wanted to more than just sleep.

When I force myself to sit in my uncomfortable 
plastic chair at my desk I get a lot more work done.

Many people would say that this is too much too 
soon for a high school kid to handle.

However, I am very thankful for the lessons I 
learned during this time to prepare me for the future, 
which will be even more challenging.

As an athlete that wants to continue my career 
collegiately, I know the road is only going to get 
harder when I am independent and have even more 
responsibility.

This experience is one that makes me much 
more confident in how I will handle my future as an 
adult.

Coping with coworkers
Caroline Sipple
Features Editor

Although many issues in the 
service industry have to do with rude 
customers, a source of frustration for 
some students comes from their older 
coworkers.

Sophomore Mackennah Tarmey 
works at Table 23 as a hostess. Tarmey 
is also the youngest hostess at the 
restaurant. 

Tarmey feels that coworkers are 
the main group of people that treat her 
differently in the workplace. 

According to Tarmey, most cus-
tomers don’t realize she is still in high 
school. Many coworkers did not even 
realize she was fifteen until recently. 

“They were so shocked when I told 
them I was fifteen,” Tarmey said. 

She says they have been treating 
her differently since they found out.

Tarmey feels that older coworkers 
think she can’t do as much as them 
because of her age. 

They give her more directions than 
they would an older hostess.  She says 
that it’s true that she might not know 
as much because of her age, but she 
wants to learn more. 

This is Tarmey’s first job, so her 
manager does not expect her to know 
as much as older people who work at 

the restaurant. 
“It’s nice that he’s a little more le-

nient towards me,” Tarmey said “But 
at the same time I’d like to be taught 
certain things so I can be treated as 
every other employee.”

Co-owner of Table 23, Mandy 
Lemons, recognizes that they give 
students more directions than an older 
coworker.

“I think this is mainly due to the 
fact that most of them have never 
worked in a restaurant before,” Lem-
ons said. “Naturally, they have less 
experience than some of our older 
employees. However, we find most are 
eager to learn and they end up being 
some of our top employees.”

Junior Sarah Larsen works at 
Pizza Hut as a waitress. 

Like Tarmey, she feels that many 
people do not notice her age. The 
child labor laws are what cause some 
trouble with her coworkers. 

Florida has fairly strict child 
labor laws, which include many hour 
restrictions for minors. 

The restrictions get even tougher 
when the minor is 14 or 15 years old.  
The law that mainly hinders Larsen 
is one which requires her to take a 30 
minute break for every 4 hours she 
works. 

According to Florida’s Depart-

ment of Busi-
ness, conse-
quences for 
breaking them 
could be a fine 
up to $2,500. 
The business 
could also be 
seen as guilty 
of committing a 
second-degree 
misdemeanor. 

Larsen says 
that coworkers 
get annoyed 
when she has 
to take a break 
because it gives 
them more 
work.  

There have 
been times 
when she has 
had to clock out 
and leave before 
they are done closing up the store. 

It has gone so far that a coworker 
has talked to a manager about Larsen’s 
breaks.  

Larsen plans on working at Pizza 
Hut through college. 

She thinks that when she is older, 
and the roles are reversed, she will be 
frustrated with younger coworkers.

Mackennah Tarmey works part-time at Table 23 and gets treated 
differently by her coworkers for her young age. 

Olivia Watson

Students often get caught up procrastinating, which  
leads to overwhelming stress

Clipart

“Their frustration with me is com-
pletely understandable,” Larsen said. 

“I do less, but get paid more for the 
same job really.”

Although laws affect her relation-
ship with her coworkers, they also can 
affect customers. Larsen cannot serve 
alcohol, which can frustrate her cus-
tomers when the restaurant is busy.  
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English teacher masters life with one arm
Ava Jackson
Features Editor

According to new English teacher 
Keith Lassiter, he would have never gone 
into the field of education if it were not 
for the incident that caused him to lose 
his arm. 

At the age of 40, Lassiter was run-
ning a drill rig when his arm got caught 
and twisted off. 

Lassiter was rushed to the hospital in 
Spartanburg, South Carolina, and flown 
to the nearest trauma unit at Carolina’s 
Medical Center in Charlotte, North Caro-
lina.

Unfortunately, his arm from the el-
bow down had to be amputated.  

In order for Lassiter to have a certain 
level of movement in his arm, the doc-
tors used his abdomen muscle and put 
it into his elbow which allowed him to 
keep his elbow. 

Because Lassiter was unable to re-
turn to his old job in the factory, he de-
cided to get further education at  Trinity 
Baptist College in Jacksonville, Florida 
to become a teacher.  After graduating, 
Lassiter taught in Putnam County for 10 
years.

“I see my injury as a blessing for the 
sole reason that it brought me to teach-
ing,” Lassiter said. “I love my students. I 
treat them like they are my own kids and 
if someone tried to hurt one of them, they 
would have to deal with me. It has never 
been about the pay. Teaching is not a job. 
It is a calling.”

Lassiter has had to completely read-

just much of his life to accommodate to 
having only one arm.

“It was frustrating at first because I 
had learn everything backwards,” Las-
siter said. 

Lassiter had to completely re-learn 
how to do simple everyday activities like 
buttoning up a shirt. 

He claims that he used to have  trou-
ble sleeping at night after the accident 
because his arm would jump and wake 
him up. 

“I take Lyrica at night because it 
makes my muscles not jump so I can 
sleep,” Lassiter said. 

Lassiter feels a sensation that is 
known as a “phantom limb pain.”

“It’s the craziest thing ever and you 
can’t really understand it until you feel 
it,” Lassiter said. “ It’s been 16 years and 
I can still ‘feel’ my hand.”

Lassiter says he has repeatedly tried 
to open and close his phantom hand. 

“Eventually I just had to stop trying 

because I can’t make it move to save my 
life,” Lassiter said. “It frustrates me.” 

Coincidentally enough, Lassiter’s 
brother Mike Lassiter, also has the same 
injury. However, Mike was electrocuted. 
Mike also gets the phantom arm, but is 
able to mentally open and close his phan-
tom hand without pain. 

Lassiter had the option to use a pros-
thetic arm, but feels that it is easier to do 
things, like putting clothes on, without it. 

“By the time they made my prosthet-
ic arm I was already used to doing things 
without it,” Lassiter said, “It would just 
hyperextend my elbow and hurt my 
shoulder.” 

Lassiter speaks highly about his ex-
perience at Leon so far. 

“The difference between Putnam 
County Schools and Leon High School 
is like night and day,” Lassiter said. “The 
school is clean. The kids are polite. No 
one here will steal my stuff. The educa-
tion is valued by students and I’m treated 
better as an employee.” 

Lassiter had always been in love in 
Tallahassee for the football games and 
the hills in the city.

“My parents and grandparents would 
took my siblings and I to Tallahassee 
when I was little to see the capital. Ive 
always been a FSU fan and went to many 
home games over the years and I abso-
lutely loved it,” Lassiter said. 

Lassiter enjoys listening to music 
and seeing his friends in concert. Lassiter 
has friends in many bands like Molly 
Hatchet, Lynyrd Skynyrd, Outlaws and 
Black Foot. 

 The Harmonious Monks members (left to right) Bruce Crump, Angela Celotto, Greg Cuego 
with teacher Keith Lassiter at JAX Beach.

photo courtesy of Keith Lassiter

Buy an ad on our website.
Looking for a way to advertise? 

Come to room 226 or contact our Editors in chief
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How ath-

letes should 
present 

themselves 
to the 
media

It is not rare for Leon alumni 
to return to teach or coach, and 
this is no exception for the vol-
leyball team. 

Two of the volleyball coach-
es, Annemarie Chin and Alison 
Pridgeon, are former students 
and players from Leon,  return-
ing to coach. 

As a result of their coach-
ing and the players’ hard work, 
the volleyball team is currently 
11-2. 

Last year the team made it 
to the state semifinals, and this 
year they have high hopes of 
making it to the state finals. 

“The coaching staff is amaz-
ing,” Chin said. “It is the perfect 
place you could want to work 
at.”

As a former player, she has 
years of experience playing so 
coaching volleyball is where she 
feels right at home. 

In addition to the amazing 
coaching staff being a pull fac-
tor for Chin, she also loves giv-
ing back to her alma mater.

“Coaching at Leon is a way 
of giving back to the coaches 
who coached me here,” Chin 
said.

By coaching at Leon, she 

Football reaches turning point
Nadaley Jones

Staff Writer

Hannah Rodriguez
Sports Editor

Every athlete on a team 
knows that no success comes 
from a single individual, but 
that it comes from the team as 
a whole. 

However, it can be easy for 
you to forget this when you’re 
approached by a writer from 
The Tallahassee Democrat or 
from WTXL. 

Suddenly you find yourself 
in the spotlight, and it isn’t hard 
to imagine how much you could 
want to take that moment and 
make it about yourself.

However, I cannot stress 
enough how important it is to 
present yourself to the media 
in a way that gives all the glory 
back to your teammates for their 
contribution to the team’s suc-
cess.

You would not be where you 
are without them and the hard 
work they put in. 

Especially in a sport like 
volleyball, where everything is 
connected, no one can be their 
best without the girl next to 
them.

The setter cannot get assists 
without a good pass from their 
passers. Hitters cannot get kills 
without good sets from their set-
ters.

We are taught as a team 
that no matter what question is 
asked, you should always direct 
it toward the success of your 
team.

Questions can be phrased to 
make the story exciting and pro-
vocative, as writers are trying to 
sell copies of newspapers.

However, you have the pow-
er to answer how you want to 
and make the story about what-
ever you want it to be about. 

I cannot imagine how it 
feels to be an athlete on a team 
where one or two girls get all the 
credit for the success of a team. 

There are six girls on the 
court at one time, and you need 
all of them to win a game.

Everyone puts in the same 
amount of work as the girl next 
to them, and we all deserve 
credit for that time, effort, and 
dedication. 

It doesn’t matter whether I 
get 20 kills and the girl next to 
me gets two. She works just as 
hard as I do and I wouldn’t be 
able to do it without her.

Former volleyball players return to the court

The Leon Lions’ football 
team has had an excellent start 
to this season, with the defeat 
of two of their biggest rivals, 
Wakulla (7-0) and Suwannee 
(31-0), making the beginning of 
coach Tim Cokely’s fourth sea-
son with the Lions look promis-
ing.

“This year we have an ex-
tremely well rounded group of 
talent,” Cokely said. “We don’t 
just specialize in one area. The 
talent is evenly distributed.” 

He says the team has out-
standing offense, defense and 
special areas players, which 
is the beginning of building a 
strong base for the team.

According to Principal Billy 
Epting, the team has a sense of 
depth all across the board that 
it has never quite been able to 
reach up until this season. 

This happens to be propel-
ling them further and further to-
wards success.

According to Cokely, the 
team is on the right track, they 
just need the time to perfect 
themselves and get there.

Cokely strives to get the 
boys to compete against each 

Christna Hoffman
Sports Editor

Cindy Seitel

meticulous, always 100 percent 
and it provides the structure 
and balance we need as a team- 
mentally and physically. Cokely 
always makes sure we not only 
get the physical side of the 
game, but the mental side too.”

With the level of depth and 
dedication that the team is al-
ready showing so early in the 
season, their goals to advance in 
the playoffs look promising. 

hopes it will keep the cycle 
going by encouraging current 
players to return as coaches in 
the future. 

The dynamic that is the 
“amazing coaching staff” and 
the coachable players impresses 
Chin and gives her hopes of be-
ing around to coach many more 
seasons.

Chin is currently in her first 
year of coaching at Leon. 

Since she is new to the 
coaching routine and techniques 
in place at Leon, she leans on 
head coach Angie Strickland to 

guide her. 
“I learn a lot from Angie,” 

Chin said. “She sees things that 
I’m still learning to look for as 
a coach.”

She looks to Strickland as 
a leader, and someone who she 
can learn from.

Not only does Chin enjoy 
the coaching staff, but she en-
joys the players as well. 

“They’re fun, classy, hard-
working, highly motivated 
and willing to put in effort and 
work,” Chin said.

She appreciates the motiva-

tion her players have and how 
they are constantly working to 
be better as a whole. 

“I see this, coaching here, 
as being a long career for me,” 
Chin said.

Alison Pridgeon, also a for-
mer player at Leon, returned 
seven years ago as the junior 
varsity assistant coach. 

Seven years later, she is now 
the varsity assistant coach. 

Not only does she enjoy get-
ting to coach the girls and help 
them become better players, but 
also likes the fact that she can be 
the girls’ friend as well. 

“Since I am the assistant 
coach I get to be their friend,” 
Pridgeon said. “I do not always 
have to be the hammer.”

As in all sports, people dis-
cover better and more effective 
ways to coach all the time. 

The Leon volleyball pro-
gram sends their coaches to 
coaching workshops every year 
to help improve their technique. 

“The workshops we get sent 
to help better our techniques, 
which in turn helps us to better 
our players,” Pridgeon said.

The coaching staff, the tech-
niques, the spirit, the work that 
is put in and the players are just 
some of the things that draws 
these coaches back to Leon.  

other, so that once they 
face an opponent in a 
game they will know 
one another’s strengths 
and weaknesses. 

This allows them to 
play better against their 
opponents. The team 
does not heavily focus 
on losses. 

 “Winning isn’t suc-
cess and losing isn’t 
failure.” Cokely said.

He is more con-
cerned that the boys 
give their all, and learn 
from their mistakes. 

If a mistake is re-
peated, he strives to en-
sure they fix it. 

He is working with 
over 20 seniors this year 
on his varsity team that 
have played under him 
for four years.

Kicker Jack Driggers is 
among those seniors, and has 
faith that this year is the turning 
point for the team.

“We really come together 
and have taken responsibility 
in changing the team’s attitude 
with all our actions,” Driggers 
said. “Especially with the way 
we work day in and day out.”

“We don’t let anyone cheat 

themselves and everyone either 
buys in or does not get to suit up 
with us.”

Seniors Jalon Sheffield, 
Dorrell James and Henry Segu-
ra agree on this point, remarking 
that the team’s practices have 
formed a routine, and they truly 
think this routine is what could 
bring them to the top.

“We do the same thing each 
practice,” James said. “It’s very 

Varsity football took on Mosely, Sept. 9. The Lions defeated Mosely 52-8.

The coaches of the Leon volleyball team stand together for a pic-
ture after a winning match in The Lions Den.

Photo courtesy of Angie Strickland 
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Freshman dominates on varsity
Freshman volleyball player, Shania 

Cromartie, has competed on the High 
Performance Team Florida, top level 
club teams and now the Lady Lions var-
sity squad. 

Cromartie has been playing volley-
ball seriously for four years now, and 
playing at Leon has become a family tra-
dition. Her older sister played under head 
coach Angie Strickland during her high 
school career and got offers  from mul-
tiple colleges. Cromartie is looking to do 
the same.

Her goal is to one day play at the 
University of Alabama. Cromartie wants 
to be verbally committed to a school by 
the end of her sophomore year. 

Cromartie is currently playing for the 
14 Nike Elite team at Tallahassee Juniors 
Volleyball Club. Her team qualified and 
competed at Junior Nationals in India-
napolis, Indiana. 

It was a good experience for the 
young player because it exposed her 
to various college-level coaches from 
around the country. Some coaches have 
already started recognizing her. 

“I’ve gotten talked to by a few col-
leges coaches,” Cromartie said. “I’ve 
gotten some letters, some offers, but 
nothing too big yet.” 

She also had the opportunity to play 
on Team Florida in July and represent the 
state at the High Performance Champi-
onships, an international competition. 

Team Florida won the competition 
playing against teams from Chile, the 
Dominican Republic and more. 

Even though she has been on mul-
tiple teams, there is something special 
about the Leon team. Cromartie says she 
feels as though she has blended in.

“Everyone shows love and kind-

ness to each other,” Cromartie said. “It’s 
just different from any other program 
I’ve ever been in. On club teams you’re 
friends with the girls, but at school they 
feel like your sisters.”

According to Cromartie, the coaches 
are more passionate than any previous 
coaches she has played for. They care 
more about the game and are serious 
about the players.

“We lost Daijah Washington last 
year and we needed someone to come in 
and fill those big shoes,” Strickland said 
about her 14-year-old starter. “She’s do-
ing an amazing job.” 

Her young age does not stop her from 
succeeding and reaching for the stars. It’s 
still early in the season, but Cromartie 
has already impressed her coaches and 
teammates. 

“I was really impressed when I first 
saw her play, she’s so good,” senior 
player Veronica Teek said. “She’s always 
positive and so supportive.”

“She has a lot of composure, she’s 
very consistent and she is a competi-
tor,” Strickland said. “We know people 
are going to gun for her because she is a 
freshman, but she will outplay them ev-
ery time.” 

Alena Nash
Sports Editor

Cheerleading team expands horizons

Hannah Rodriguez
Sports Editor

The Leon competitive cheerleading 
team is already underway for this year, 
and planning on using last year’s success 
as motivation to attend this year’s UCA 
National Championships in Orlando.

This is an accomplishment that no 
squad in Leon county has ever done be-
fore.

In order to qualify for a spot at na-
tionals, the team must place at least sec-
ond at their respective state competitions. 

The Lions placed second at the state 
competition last year, and with what they 
feel is a stronger competition team this 
year, they see this goal as a very attain-
able one.

“We have a lot of different girls who 
are much more experienced this year,” 
senior captain Madison Barfield said. 
“We have a lot more tumblers and a lot 
of them compete competitively at Cheer 
Nation Athletics which is a huge help.”

Cheer Nation Athletics is a competi-
tive cheerleading gym where girls travel 
to compete in competitions. 

Nine out of the 16 girls on the com-

petition attend the club and 
are on some of the most elite 
teams.

In fact, Barfield’s team 
from last year,  won Summit, 
a national competition  where 
teams from all over the coun-
try come to compete, in their 
respective category.

The varsity squad is com-
prised of all the competition 
team members, as they have 
to compete on the varsity 
team to try out for the com-
petition squad.

Led by senior captains 
Lauren Darden, Christina 
Thompson, Emily Fenton and 
Ayanna Franklin, the varsity 
team is also looking to broad-
en their horizons this year.

The squad is  taking on 
the goal of cheering for more 
teams this year. They will be 
seen at the football, basket-
ball and volleyball games.

“We haven’t always been 
super involved in the past,” 
Darden said. “But this year 
we really want to be involved in more 
aspects of the school.”

Their goals extend further than field, 
as the girls would also like to be more 
involved off the field.

“We really just want to act as ambas-
sadors of Leon this year,” Darden added. 
“We want to just cheer for everyone and 
get every student super involved and 
feeling like a part of Leon.”

The girls attribute their improve-
ments this season on both the competi-
tion and varsity squad to their new coach, 

Caylen Berry.
“She really knows a lot about cheer-

leading and coaches us really well,” 
Barfield said. “She coached at Cheer Na-
tion before Leon so she has a lot of ex-
perience.”

Barfield knows the mentality of her 
team will be a deciding factor on if the 
team reaches their goals this year. 

According to Barfield, not only is 
it exhausting physically, but negative 
thoughts cannot enter your mind when 
competing. 

“It’s the hardest thing I’ve ever 

done,” Barfield said. “It is two minutes 
and thirty seconds of nonstop pushing.”

You have to be mentally strong when 
you’re on the floor. If you think for a sec-
ond you can’t do something while you’re 
out there you won’t. You have to block it 
all out and keep going.”

It is clear that all the captains of these 
teams believe in the mental and physical 
ability of this squad and the goals they 
are trying to accomplish this season. 

With young and hungry girls who are 
experienced and ready to win, this squad 
is on its way up.

Freshman Shania Cromartie gets ready to attack an outside ball againt 
Chiles.

photo courtesy of Leon Volleyball

Varsity squad 
looks to go 

where no one 
has gone 

before

The Leon Varsity team cheers at a home game against Suwannee. The Lions came out with a win, de-
feating the bulldogs 31-0.

Caylen Berry
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Linebacker makes big transfer

The Leon varsity football team welcomes 
starting linebacker, Tristan Lane, from Lincoln. 

Lane makes the move from Lincoln to Leon, 
a move not commonly seen as the two schools 
are rivals and adjusts to the team dynamic. 

This being Lane’s first year at Leon, he did 
not know his way around campus. 

“My teammates led me around,” Lane says. 
“They showed me around the school, and showed 
me where I need to go.” 

The type of friendship and hospitality shown 
to Lane early on made him feel extremely wel-
come.

As far as fitting in with the team, Lane pro-
claims, “It’s a perfect fit for me… the type of 
defense we run is perfect for me… [Cokely is] 
amazing. Great coach, great mentor too.” 

When asked about Lane, Cokely said, “He’s 
a good player, and he fits in well with the team… 
he fits the mold. He wants to be part of the cul-
ture here.” 

Lane came to Leon with the intention of con-
tributing to the team and being a part of the lifestyle that 
Leon. 

Trey Lang, a teammate and friend of Lane believes 
that he brought something beneficial to the team. 

“Tristan is one of our junior leaders,” Lang said. 
“He’s a great fit for the team, and he’s a great competi-
tor.” 

Not only does Lane go well with the dynamic that is 

Christna Hoffman
Sports Editor

Diver sets sight on state finals
Alena Nash
Sports Editor

Last year at his first high school state 
championship, Taj Cole placed third out 
of 24 boys in the one meter springboard 
final. This year the sophomore hopes 
to not only make it back to state, but to 
place in the top three again.

Cole first started diving at the age 
of nine after seeing his older brother, 
Kalonji Cole, take it up in the ninth grade 
at Leon.

 Everything Kalonji did, Taj wanted 
to do too. The two brothers dove together 
on club teams until Kalonji went on to 
dive at Florida State. 

“When I see him in the crowd I get a 
rush, he’s a big inspiration for me,” Cole 
said. “He’s been with me throughout my 
entire diving career so just seeing him 
there always helps me compete.”

Throwing yourself off of a five me-
ter, seven meter, or 10 meter platform 
can be pretty scary, according to Cole 
and a huge part of the sport is being able 
to overcome the fear.

At the start of his diving career 
Cole worked with sports psychologists 
through the Tomahawk Dive Club. 

Before a dive Cole tells himself he 
can do the dive, pictures himself doing 
the dive, and then he  performs the dive.

“It’s always hard for everybody to 
get over that mental factor,” Cole said, “I 
just focus on my dives and not the board 
or the platform and just know I can do 
it.” 

In 2015 Cole dislocated his shoulder 
while diving off of the 10 meter platform 
and it turned into something that hap-
pened almost every time he dove. 

“It really hurt me physically and 
emotionally because it’s my favorite 
event and I couldn’t do it,” Cole said.

He recently finished up physical ther-
apy and is back to diving off of the 10 
meter platform.

The diving team at Leon has always 
been relatively small. This year’s team 
consists of Cole, freshman Elizabeth Os-
terhaus and freshman Molly Dixon.

Osterhaus recently started diving and 
Cole has been a big inspiration to her al-
ready. 

“ I admire him as a diver,” Osterhaus 
said.  “Even if he is scared to do some-
thing he’ll just go and do it anyway and 
usually he does it right despite having 
never done it before. I hope I can become 
as good as he is.”

According to Cole, having small 
school teams just means that all the div-
ers from all the different schools form 
one big team.

 They all use the same pool for prac-

tice and most of the divers in Leon Coun-
ty dive with the same club. 

“It’s a pretty unpopular sport, but it 
feels kind of good to be in a sport that not 
a lot of people play. I feel pretty unique, 
“ Cole said. 

As part of his club team in 2014, 
2015 and 2016, Cole got to compete at 
the AT&T USA Diving Junior Nationals. 

 His first year at Nationals was “pret-
ty overwhelming” but now Cole looks 
forward to the event every year.

This season (summer of 2017) the 
goal is to place in the top 12 at the na-

tional competition in Ohio and qualify 
for an international junior world cham-
pionship meet.

 The ultimate goal is to dive in col-
lege and in the 2020 or 2024 Olympics. 

“I started pretty young and so I think 
it is a realistic goal for where I am cur-
rently at. I think that I will continue to get 
better.” Cole said.

The 2016-2017 Leon Swim and Dive 
team is currently 6-2 with the diving 
scores helping the Lions keep up with the 
competition.

Stephanie Vause
Sophomore Taj Cole dives off of the 10 meter platform during a meet.

Tyriq Hill 
After transferring to Lincoln, Tristan Lane became a starting linebacker for 
the Leon football team. 

Junior leaves Lincoln to join varsity football team 

the Leon Lions football team, but he also fits in with the 
culture that is Leon High School. 

Being the dedicated player that he is, Lane admits 
that he has plans for football in college. 

However, when asked if he saw it as a career he re-
plied, “Not as a career, just to get to college, hopefully 
to get a scholarship.” 

Lane is only just starting his junior year, but that 
does not stop him from being in contact with scouts. 

“I’m already talking to a couple right now,” 
Lane says. “Nowhere too big so far.” 

Even though he’s already in contact with a 
couple scouts at the time, he has his heart set on 
the University of Florida. 

Being a transfer from Lincoln, many people 
have been wondering why Lane came to Leon.

In response to this, Lane answers, “Great 
opportunities, as far as education and football. 
Better school and better opportunities for me.” 

The qualities, legacy, and opportunities that 
encompass Leon High brought Lane to Leon. 

He feels the Trojans are somewhat bothered 
by his choice to transfer. 

“The whole team has been on my Instagram 
and Twitter talking trash,” Lane says.  

The rivalry between Leon and Lincoln runs 
deep, and Lane feels that as a result of his trans-
fer the rivalry has only been intensified. 

Like many great athletes, Lane was inspired 
by many people in his life. One of the more in-
fluential inspirations is his older brother, Devin 
Timmons. 

“He played football at Lincoln and was a 
big time recruit. He really pushed me to work harder,” 

Lane says. 
Lane works hard every day so he can push himself 

to continue to get better. This season, as the Lions wel-
come Lane to the team as the starting linebacker, the 
team is stronger than ever in all areas. 

Like the other players, Lane is ready to work as a 
team to defeat the opponents the Leon Lions will face 
this season. 



FALL
SCOREBOARD
Football
Date  Event   
08/26/16 Suwannee
09/09/16 Mosley
09/16/16 Godby
09/22/16 Florida State
10/07/16 Kathleen
10/14/16 Lincoln
10/21/16 Duval Charter
10/28/16 Chiles

Volleyball
Date  Event  
08/23/16 Rickards
08/25/16 Mosley
08/30/16 Bishop Kenny
09/07/16 Chiles
09/08/16 Godby
09/13/16 Lincoln
09/16/16 Merritt Island 
09/20/16 Wakulla
09/22/16 Niceville
09/24/16 Middleburg
09/27/16 Chiles
09/29/16 Bolles
10/04/16 Lincoln
10/11/16 John Paul II
10/13/16 Choctawhatchee

Boys/Girls Swimming 
Date  Event
08/24/16 Florida High 
08/31/16 Lincoln
08/31/16 Rickards
09/21/16 Lincoln
09/28/16 Maclay
10/01/16 Panama City Invit. 
10/05/16 Chiles

Boys/Girls Cross Country 
Date  Event  
08/26/16 Cougar XC
09/10/16 Carrollton Invit. 
10/01/16 Buchholz Bobcat 
10/07/16 FSU XC Invit. 
10/22/16 Districts
10/29/16 Regionals
11/05/16 States          

Boys Golf
Date  Event  
08/25/16 Seminole
08/30/16 CCCC
09/08/16 St. James
09/12/16 Killearn
09/13/16 Big Bend
09/20/16 Southwood
09/22/16 Miracle Strip

Girls Golf
Date  Event  
08/24/16 Seminole
08/25/16 Southwood
08/31/16 CCCC
09/08/16 CCCC
09/14/16 CCCC
09/21/16 Fort Walton
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W, 31-0
W, 27-13
L, 14-10
W, 23-10

W, 3-0
W, 3-2
W, 3-0
W, 3-0
W, 3-0
W, 3-0
W, 2-0
W, 3-0
W, 3-1

When Yu’s flight landed, the captain of the plane 
apologized and she was given a full refund. 

Yu’s personal interest in online communication be-
gan when she was getting her Master’s degree in 2000, 
and soon evolved into a professional career.  

“I participated in, and read message boards, and 
met friends that way,” Yu said. “I was fascinated by 
the connections people were making. It was interesting 
that you could log onto the computer and find people 
around the world that are interested in similar topics as 
you.”

In 2013, Yu began working on earning her doctor-
ate degree in information studies at Florida State Uni-
versity. While she was a doctoral student, she taught a 
social media management class. 

In 2014, Yu’s husband got a job opportunity at 
the North South University in Dhaka, Bangladesh. In 
August, Yu, along with her husband and three children, 
moved to Dhaka. Her children attended the Australian 
International School of Dhaka. 

“My kids know the national anthems of Bangla-
desh and Australia, but not the United States,” Yu said.

In August of 2015, Yu became the Assistant Pro-
fessor Management Department at the North South 
University, where she also taught computer informa-
tion courses. 

Although Yu enjoyed living in Bangladesh, she is 
happy to be back in Tallahassee.

“Dhaka has the worst traffic in the world,” Yu said. 
“It could take up to two hours just to drive a couple 
miles. Driving through Tallahassee feels heavenly.” 

Soon after returning to Tallahassee, Yu learned 
about the new opening at Leon. 

“I always knew I wanted to do something in the 
information technology realm,” Yu said. “And newspa-
per falls in that realm. 

Yu feels it is important for students to have a 
strong writing skills in order to properly express them-
selves.

“YU,” from page 1 “SUPERINTENDENT,” from page 1 
Along with these major ideas, Hanna considers the 

superintendent’s most important job to be watching 
over the students and faculty. 

“First and foremost,” Hanna said, “the students 
and faculty must be kept safe. Secondly, they should 
be happy with their classes and happy with their jobs.” 

While he is confident in his leading abilities and 
that his leadership will benefit the county, Hanna ad-
mits that he is nervous to run. 

“It’s kind of a nervous excitement,” Hanna said. “I 
was nervous when I stepped into Leon on my first day 
as principal, but I am very excited as well.” 

To answer why he decided to take this challenge, 
Hanna employed a quote from late inventor Steve 
Jobs. 

“Your time is limited, so don’t waste it living 
someone else’s life,” Jobs said.

“RECORD,” from page 1 
texted him to inform him that Lynchburg College had 
an opening for a tennis coach. 

Coaching at Lynchburg had been on Record’s buck-
et list since he attended the school.

Record called to inquire about the position, flew to 
Virginia for an interview and had secured a new job by 
the end of the week.

“It all happened so fast,” Record said.
When asked if the ride had anything to do with his 

decision to leave, Record replied that he thought it did.
“Every day I was biking, I was on the edge of life- I 

never knew what was coming next,” Record said.
“I love Leon and I’m comfortable here, but I need to 

get out of my comfort zone.” 
Record is anxious about the move, but he isn’t turn-

ing back.
“I don’t know if it’s the right thing to do,” Record 

said. “But it’s the thing I have to do.” W, W
L, L
W, W
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Buy an ad in the paper.
Looking for a way to advertise? 

Come to room 226 or contact our Editors in chief
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