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Mane Event, Leon’s prestigious a ca-
pella group, has a chance to win the prize 
of a lifetime. 

The group recently entered Macy’s 
All-School A Capella Challenge. The 
contest asked students around the coun-
try to submit a video of them singing 
“Want You Back” by the Jackson 5. Ma-
cy’s will select one elementary or middle 
school, one high school, and one college 
to receive $25,000.

Preparing for the Macy’s Challenge 
has taken dedication from the group. 
Mane Event typically rehearses once a 
week, but director Tabitha Peck sched-
uled nine extra practices to get ready for 
recording. 

“They [the students] spent the same 
amount of time together in two weeks 
of rehearsing as they usually would in a 

whole semester,” Peck said. 
After Peck arranged the music, the 

group came to Leon on a Sunday to tape 
the audio. They returned the following 
Sunday to film the music video.

Entering the competition didn’t in-
volve any cost due to Josh McLawhorn, 
brother of Mane Event member Grace 
Ubben.

McLawhorn is an editor, videogra-
pher and drone pilot for Impact Visual 
Media, and he volunteered to videotape 
the group using professional equipment. 
The microphones belonged to Leon and 
the audio track was mixed by Peck’s hus-
band, an audio engineer.

The experience resulted in a close 
bond within the group.

“I didn’t know a lot of them [the 
Mane Event members] very well before 
the video,” said Jackson Knight, a first-
year member of Mane Event.

“I think it brought us closer together.”
The video was submitted on Oct. 8 

to a huge response from the Leon student 
body. With nearly 2,000 views on the first 
day alone, it ended up reaching 7,000 

Every day, it is typical to see the caf-
eteria employees hard at work through 
most of the morning and afternoon. 

They work to cook hundreds of serv-
ings for every breakfast and lunch; how-
ever, the meals do not always meet the 
students’ demands. 

Last year, students were outraged 
when Chick-Fil-A disappeared from the 
menu. Pizza Hut and other restaurant ca-
terers were eradicated from the campus, 
as well. 

Despite the recent loss of many pop-
ular food items, the Leon cafeteria has 
always needed to monitor the health con-
tent of the food it provides. 

Unfortunately, the effort that is put in 
by the employees at the cafeteria is often 
overlooked. 

The food provided in school cafete-
rias must meet a certain criteria, includ-
ing rules saying students must have fruit 

Students looking for study help for 
the Scholastic Aptitude Test or Ameri-
can College Testing exam should look no 
further than their own campus.

Solution Skills, a local test prep 
company, will soon be offering classes 
at Leon. 

The business currently offers these 
courses at Chiles, and has offered them 
at Lincoln and Leon in the past. 

“Students tend to feel more comfort-
able taking a class in their own school,” 
said Randy Vickers, owner of Solution 
Skills.

Vickers predicts that the class given 
at Leon will be Solution Skills’ Friday-
only class. This one-day course would 
cover all sections of the test (SAT or 
ACT), giving students test-taking strate-
gies and last-minute tips. It would fall on 
the week of the test day itself.

The cost for the Friday-only class 
would be $79 for 3 ½ hours of instruc-
tion, which includes a pizza lunch and 
study materials.

“Students are so busy, but we’re hop-
ing that at least they could dedicate one 
day to preparing for this test,” Vickers 
said. 

If the Friday class is successful, 
Vickers would also be interested in offer-
ing Solution Skill’s three-day course at 
Leon, given over a Tuesday, Wednesday 
and Thursday span. He says this class is 
“more in-depth” and covers more mate-
rial. 

The SAT and ACT prep classes are 
sometimes given by two different teach-
ers, one specializing in math and one in 
English. Other times, a “Renaissance” 
tutor, specializing in both math and Eng-
lish, will teach the material. 

Either way, Vickers says he has got-
ten a positive response from those en-
rolled.

“Students are usually pleasantly sur-
prised when they take a class,” Vickers 
said.

“They think it will be boring or that 
it won’t be helpful, but then the tutors re-
ally connect with them.”

Hannah Wong
News Editor

competition this year. This has not di-
minished her confidence.

“I’m going to work hard, “ Huffman 
said, “and if I make the team again this  
summer, I will be going to Worlds next 
year in either Spain or Asia.”

Huffman competes in both indoor 

Although her sport is not 
particularly well known, soph-
omore Katie Huffman finds a 
way to shine as one of the best 
competitive junior in-line speed 
skaters in the country.

A two-time national cham-
pion, Huffman holds a national 
record in the 200-meter time 
trial.

As a member of the U.S. 
Junior National Team, she re-
cently trained with Team USA 
at the Olympic Training Center 
in Colorado.

Huffman was the youngest 
girl to make the junior team, placing sev-
enth overall. Only eight girls made the 
squad.

She was coached by Renee Hild-
brand, who has worked with several 
Olympic skaters whom Huffman ad-
mires.

During her time in  Colorado, Huff-
man trained three to four times a day for 
just under two weeks, beginning each 
day at 6 a.m.

Her parents and coach have decided 
that it would be best for her to wait to 
compete at Worlds, so she will be un-
able to travel with the team to the world 

Sophomore 
travels to 

Colorado for 
speed skating 

Two new options 
for test prep avail-

able on campus

SEE TEST, PAGE 12SEE SONG, PAGE 12SEE FOOD, PAGE 12

Group enters 
nationwide com-

petition

Sophomore Katie Huffman won the 200-meter time trial while at the Olympic Training Center. 
photo courtesy of Katie Huffman

SEE HUFFMAN, PAGE 9
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A ‘lot’ of frustration

Parking tickets, like the one above, are 
handed to non-compliers of the rules.

If you’re confused about the parking 
situation and the accompanying fees, 
you’re not alone.

Personally, I don’t think I should 
have to pay money to park my car on 
campus. 

But parking fees are just a part of 
attending a Leon County school. 

If the lots weren’t monitored, 
administrators fear that anybody would 
park in our lots.

I’m not sure I agree, but I do 
understand that administrators have a 
job to do and that the money generated 
by the parking decals goes toward the 
process of monitoring our beloved lots.

In an effort to lessen your confusion, 
I did a bit of research and here’s how it 
works...

There is a $20 fee to park on campus. 
There are two passes, one for juniors and 
one for seniors. 

Seniors with a pass can park in the 
Senior Bowl, Junior Bowl or Baseball 
Bowl. Juniors may park in either the 
Baseball Bowl or the Junior Bowl.  

The $20 fee is used, in part, to pay for 
the parking sticker, violation tickets and 
the upkeep of the golf cart used by the 
parking lot monitors. 

It also helps to pay part of the 
monitors’ salaries.

My confusion comes in here. 
Our parking lots aren’t the most 

convenient places to park, being how 
far away they are from the school. The 
lots aren’t near any other establishments 
besides a few houses. 

So, why would anyone that didn’t 
attend Leon want to park here? 

Principal Billy Epting doesn’t 
remember there ever being free parking. 

But if we’ve never had free parking, 
how do we know that outsiders will park 
in our lots?

There are approximately 400 students 
that have already purchased parking 
decals.  This means we have paid around 
$8,000 this year. 

Although Leon has the cheapest 
parking permit of any other high school 
in Leon County, it seems like we could 
survive without having one at all. 

Part of this money goes towards 
the salaries of the monitors, who keep 
watch over the lots because they are not 
included in Leon’s “staffing plan.” 

Therefore, they are not paid by the 
state like teachers and administrators. 

They have to be paid based on the budget 
of Leon. 

By law, the money students pay for 
their parking decals has to go back to 
paying for something parking related. 

So, students can rest assured the 
money is not being used to finance a 
weekend getaway in the Bahamas for the 
teachers. 

If students don’t want to pay for the 
required parking decal, they can park 
other places, as long as they are not on 
campus. 

Spots in the neighborhood or on 
Tennessee Street are usually more 
convenient, but only if you get to school 
early because those spots are taken 
quickly by students who get here long 
before school starts.

Students had the opportunity to buy 
parking permits until Labor Day. Now, 
cars are checked and vehicles that are 
illegally parked get a ticket. 

The ticket is just a warning, but after 
a student has been warned multiple times 
in a short span of time, they have the 
chance of being towed.  

Up-top parking is checked right 
off the bat. Those spots are available 

to seniors with the highest grade point 
averages. Permits for spots are $30. 

Students who illegally park up top 
aren’t towed, but given a lunch detention 
and have to move their car right away. If 
the student misses detention it turns in to 
Saturday school.  

This year, the Dirt Bowl is only for 
interns and mentors. No students are 
allowed to park there and students can 
be towed from the Dirt Bowl, using the 
same ticket system.  

When students park in the Dirt Bowl, 
it causes a domino effect. Interns and 
mentors then have to park in visitors 
spots then parents have nowhere to park, 
or they park in faculty spots or senior up-
top spots.  

Mark Feely, the dean of students, is 
in charge of parking. He is assisted by 
Andrew Wills, Chris Haley and Tommy 
Sabourin.

“Every day we patrol the parking 
lots for non-compliers,” Feely said. “We 
don’t even know who the students are. 
We just keep seeing the same car parked 
illegally. We don’t tow people, we tow 
cars.”  

The tickets written are put into a data 
base. The make, model and year of the 
car is recorded along with the date the 
ticket was given.  

Around 100 tickets have been issued 
so far this year.  

One alternative to towing cars would 
be to put a “boot” on a tire, which makes 
the vehicle immobile. But apparently 
that’s not feasible.  

“The minute we put the boot on the 
car Leon High School is now responsible 
for any damage to that car,” Epting said.  

“The boot may scratch the rim, and 
Leon High School has to fix it.” 

But, when a car is towed, the towing 
company is liable for damages. 

A student has to pay $65 to pick 
up their car from the towing company, 
which is the equivalent of three parking 
permits. 

“Usually what happens is we tow a 
few cars and everyone goes right where 
they’re supposed to be,” Feely said. 
“They’ll be coming in to get decals.” 

The school does not earn money or 
receive any benefit from towing cars.  

One of the benefits of parking passes 
is having a guaranteed spot. 

But, would the bowls ever really fill 
all the way up?

“As long as I’ve been here, the Junior 
Bowl has never been completely filled,” 
Epting said. 

Lauren Henderson
Editorial Editor

BOYS BASKETBALL RED AND WHITE 
GAME
Nov. 5, 7 p.m.

VETERANS DAY
Nov. 11

FLORIDA THEATRE CONCERT TRIP
Nov. 11-14

BLOOD DRIVE
Nov. 24

THANKSGIVING BREAK
Nov. 25-27

UPCOMING EVENTS
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LETTER TO THE
EDITOR

DEAR EDITOR, 
Why must students always 

write according to one prompt 
and one way? Why must be con-
stantly explain how to make a 
cookie or how Disney World was 
when we went as a kid? Why can 
we not just write the thoughts 
we think about most during the 
day? Why must we conform to 
prompts we cannot think deeply 
about? Why can’t we write our 
feelings on government deci-
sions, politics, the world or cur-
rent events? If given the chance 
to write whatever I wanted, I 
would write, with great enthu-
siasm, to my heart’s content on 
what I think and feel. Why do 
we not write poetry anymore? I 
know a myriad of students from 
every walk of life who would 
love to write their emotions and 
ideas in rhyme, myself included. 
I am exhausted writing essays 
and done with short response. I 
want to be able to write how I 
want to write. Who knows, there 
might be a Walt Whitman, Henry 
David Thoreau or even an Edgar 
Allan Poe among us. However, 
we will never know if we do not 
allow free and creative writing. 
Besides Mrs. Chancy and Mr. 
Durham, who is encouraging the 
future generation to free write? 

--Sincerely,
Cae’Lah Davis

Page Eight Editor: Caroline Zapert
Page Nine Editor: Hannah Rodriguez
Page Ten Editor: Caroline Dempsey
Page Eleven Editor: Nadaley Jones

Page Twelve Editor: Tai-Shaun Burgess
Online Editor:  Will Rasmussen

Staff Writers:  Eboni Newsome, Paulette Jordan

Adviser: Kevin Record

Students required to pay for campus parking, like it or not

Lauren Henderson
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Policies against 
junk food are 
harming club  
fundraising 

Sam Atwater
Editorial Editor

This school year features the intro-
duction of new policies regarding which 
foods a high school club can sell for 
fundraising. 

Specifically, the policies ban the sale 
of “competitive foods” that fail to meet 
nutrition standards - better known as the 
menace of “junk food” - by clubs except 
on fifteen days each school year - an ef-
fective ban on most bake sales.

Not 15 days per club, mind you, but 
a grand total of 15 days with bake sales 
allowed to be held for the entire school 
year, or about one day per 12, if they 
were to be evenly distributed.  

These policies are an important 
step in trying to shrink the danger that 
obesity poses to students across the na-
tion, with some experts warning that this 
could be the first generation to actually 
have a shorter life span than its prede-
cessors. 

However, they fail to take in the 
realities of schools like Leon. A school 
like Leon, that is to say one that is land-
locked by major roads with businesses 
on them, will not be nearly as helped by 
these policies as a more isolated school 
such as Chiles. 

Students who have a craving for 
a good old Snickers Bar or a bag of 
Skittles during lunch can get it satisfied 
easily by just crossing the street to the 
Quik-N-Save or by going a little further 
to the nearby Walgreens on Tennessee 
Street. 

While one could argue that under-
classmen will be unable to leave campus 
to get food items that violate the new 
restrictions, a number sneak off already 
and nothing is stopping them from just 
having a friend bring back some deli-
cious anti-nutritional food. 

So what does this have to do with 
clubs? These policies will not deter junk 
food consumption adequately in schools 
situated like Leon, but are rather going 
to move students to purchase their junk 
from alternative sources, hurting clubs 
with a meager reduction in obesity.

And let’s elaborate on that point: 
these policies are going to hurt clubs. 
Clubs like Science Olympiad have used 
bake sales in past years to great effect in 

financing their activities. 
While students are helped by mea-

sures that will reduce obesity, they are 
also helped by functioning clubs. For 
example, Science Olympiad has used the 
funds in years past to finance traveling 
to competitions. 

The United States Department of 
Agriculture has even admitted that  
these new policies will hurt the ability of 
clubs to finance their activities.

The United 
States Depart-
ment of Ag-
riculture has 

even admitted 
that  these new 

policies will 
hurt the ability 
of clubs to fi-

nance their ac-
tivities.

The allowance of 15 days to pos-
sibly have bake sales for clubs doesn’t 
help things either. There are a lot more 
than 15 clubs at Leon, causing many 
clubs to need to run bake sales on the 

same days if they want to run them at 
all.

While this could’ve happened in 
previous years, it was easier to have 
clubs do their bake sales at separate 
times so that they wouldn’t compete 
with each other, ultimately hurting both.

Unfortunately, under the current re-
strictions on fundraising, clubs are going 
to be competing against each other with 
their bake sales, preventing them from 
realizing the same benefits that they’ve 
enjoyed in past years as semi-monopo-
lies at Leon.

 Even if they collaborate, as Student 
Government Association sponsor Joshua 
Stewart wants them to do, they will still 
not be able to get the same amount of 
funds that they have been able to get 
in years past as there is still a limited 
amount of money in students’ posses-
sion at a given time, and they will have 
to split it. 

If these policies don’t adequately 
help reduce obesity, but rather hurt the 
student run organizations that provide 
educational nourishment that is not 
offered in normal classes (or that goes 
beyond the nourishment offered in nor-
mal classes) then they need to be either 
fixed or repealed. And I’m not sure they 
can be fixed. 

If the policies were to be modified 
to get rid of the ability for students to 
get food from off campus by prohibiting 
them from leaving it, then both students, 
schools and businesses will be hurt. 

Students will be hurt by their di-
minished options of where to go during 
lunch. 

Schools will be hurt due to needing 

to find new accommodations for stu-
dents during lunch. At this point, Leon is 
already overflowing with the students on 
campus, and likely can’t handle another 
few hundred. 

Businesses would lose the money 
they used to make from student custom-
ers, including the money of those who 
ate responsibly and weren’t at risk of 
becoming obese. 

Thankfully, there are other ways 
for clubs to raise money, but they won’t 
be as easy to utilize as bake sales were. 
Clubs can do such things as washing 
cars or selling shirts.

While washing cars has a low 
startup cost to it, selling shirts doesn’t. A 
single shirt is going to be more expen-
sive than a single cupcake or donut, 
making clubs take on more risk in their 
fundraising activities. 

While this does add a bit of realism 
to raising funds, with most charities and 
businesses operating under a good deal 
of risk in selling goods, running a club 
shouldn’t require one to have an ear for 
business (unless it’s the Future Business 
Leaders of America, I suppose). 

We should expect that the president 
of Latin would have an ear for Rebis 
Gestis, the president of Rho Kappa to 
have a knack for history, and the presi-
dent of Pierian to have an unmatched 
willingness to help others. 

We should not expect club presi-
dents to be skilled at processing compli-
cated risk-reward scenarios in running 
their clubs. 

Now, the new policies have some 
parts that I will not dispute the need for 
at all. They happen to restrict the giving 
of food by teachers, which is critical for 
elementary schools.

Many, if not most, elementary 
schools have teachers who use little 
treats like Skittles or M&Ms to reward 
students. 

While this is well-intentioned, 
these teachers may well be treating 
their students to obesity and an early 
death through the creation of bad eating 
habits.

Ultimately, the only way to fix the 
problems posed to clubs by these poli-
cies is going to be a repeal at the fed-
eral level of the new policies, which is 
unlikely to happen at present. 

In the meantime, it will fall on the 
clubs to persevere in getting the funds 
they need to provide their vital services.

Remaining Fall Bake Sale Dates:
11/17
12/9

The spring dates are currently not 
announced. 

The new policies represent a crackdown on the bake sales that many clubs and other groups 
have used in past years to get the funds they need to function. While some days will be al-
lowed to have bake sales, the groups will forced to compete each other more than in previ-
ous years, with the results of the ban being largely a loss for Leon.

Sam Atwater
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Student Body President helps veterans  

Julia Chodyla
Executive Board

country one day and is actually in the 
midst of applying to attend West Point 
Naval Academy next fall. Although this 
is a major reason why he is interested 
in Honor Flight, DiSalvo claims that his 
main drive is that many veterans actu-
ally “walked the halls of Leon.” Con-
sidering many of them are Leon alumni, 
DiSalvo feels even more compelled to 
pursue this effort.

Providing transportation for the 
veterans is, in fact, a very costly task. 
Approximately $55,000 is necessary in 
order to send all the local veterans off, 
with no extra charges. Approximately 
$500 to $1,000 is needed for only one 
veteran to make the trip. DiSalvo’s per-
sonal goal for this school year is for the 
student body to raise $3,000. 

However, Leon will not be the only 
school working to raise money. DiSalvo 
has encouraged all the schools of Leon 
County to join in his efforts and so far, 
Lincoln, Chiles and Godby have accept-
ed. Other public and private elementary 
and middle schools have been writing 
letters of gratitude to the veterans. 

For the week of Veteran’s Day, Nov. 
9-13, DiSalvo plans to really enforce all 
his goals by finally involving the whole 
student body. 

“So far it has only been myself 
and SGA working on this project—but 
when this week comes around, the 
whole school is going to know about it,” 
DiSalvo said.

DiSalvo has planned for there to be 
a large flag on a wall in the lobby on 
which students can leave sticky notes 
with words of thanks to the veterans. In 
order to leave a message, students will 
have to pay and all proceeds will go to 
Honor Flight. 

This will evolve into a competition 

Junior Audrey Dilmore takes interest in many top-
ics that are not typical of high school students. Dilmore 
already has her sight set on majoring in psychology 
and minoring in philosophy. 

Dilmore would like to be a psychologist because 
she would like to help in bettering the lives of others.

“The brain and emotions are troubling concepts for 
some people and I would love to help people get a bet-
ter grasp at that,” Dilmore said. “I consider myself to 
be pretty good at giving advice and being able to apply 
that to a field and utilize it would be amazing.”

Dilmore strategically chose Advanced Placement 
Psychology and Humanities as courses this year be-
cause those courses intrigue her.

“I chose Humanities this year because I heard from 
people that I would really enjoy Ms. Chancey,” Dilm-
ore said. “I found the course interesting because you 
get to learn about abnormal things that you wouldn’t 
always learn in a traditional class.”

Dilmore also likes to educate herself on social jus-
tice issues. More specifically she researches the Black 
Lives Matter movement, feminism and animal rights.

After watching many documentaries on the food 
industry, Dilmore concluded that she could no longer 
eat certain foods and, therefore, became a vegetarian.

“I regard all human lives as equally important and 
I think it is very important that people speak up about 
what they believe in,” Dilmore said. 

Dilmore also enjoys researching popular contro-
versies so that way when a dispute arises at school, she 

has knowledge to access. Dilmore also takes interest 
in astrology because she believes one can learn a great 
deal about him or herself based off the position of the 
stars when you were born.

“I’ve always been pretty fascinated by the posi-
tioning of the stars and I always wondered what is 
really out there and how the universe was created,” 
Dilmore said.

 “Many people view astrology as a pseudoscience 
and they may be right, but I still find it especially 
interesting.”

Dilmore also enjoys playing steel drums and is a 
part of Leon’s program.

“I stumbled upon steel drums by chance in the 
sixth grade at Raa when they messed up my schedule 
and I ended up in the class,” Dilmore said.

She ended up thoroughly liking the class and 
decided to stick with it. 

This year will be her fifth year playing steel 
drums. Dilmore finds reading music challenging, but 
likes that it keeps her on her toes.

“Steel drums are relatively easy to learn how to 
play, so then you can really have fun with it and move 
around and add your own personal style,” Dilmore 
said.

This year, Dilmore is involved in Peace Jam so 
that she can draw awareness of certain topics to her 
peers.

DiSalvo fund-
raises for Hon-

or Flight 

Carlton DiSalvo shakes the hand of an honor flight member at Lincoln’s kick-off fundraiser.

Julia Chodyla

 Student Body President Carlton 
DiSalvo is completely in love with 
Leon. 

“If there is one message I want 
people to receive from me,” DiSalvo 
said, “it’s to never take this high school 
experience for granted. If you visit other 
schools, you will see that they don’t 
even begin to compare to Leon. Leon is 
special.”

At the end of last year, DiSalvo 
was chosen to be the Student School 
Board Representative. In this position, 
his main responsibility is to bring the 
students’ voice to the school board and 
to make sure they are the main priority 
during the decision making process. He 
also gets information and concerns from 
the Student District Advisory Council. 

“He does a good job managing,” 
Student Government Association spon-
sor Josh Stewart said, “but at the same 
time, doesn’t micro-manage.” 

This year, DiSalvo took on the chal-
lenge of getting Leon involved in an 
organization called Honor Flight. 

This is a program that is determined 
to send North Floridian and South Geor-
gian veterans to the World War II and 
Korean War memorials that are scat-
tered throughout Washington D.C..

According to Principal Billy Ept-
ing, this project is very monumental for 
DiSalvo because he wants to serve his 

between the upperclassmen and under-
classmen to see who can raise the most 
money. Whichever classes win will have 
their graduation dates engraved on a 
brick, which will be placed in the Walk 
of Honor located in between the new 
and old capital buildings. The brick will 
be paid with money from the fundraiser. 
However, all proceeds that are spent on 
the brick will also contribute to pro-
grams helping veterans.   

SGA will also be selling yellow rib-
bons throughout the week. Yellow is the 
color that represents veterans. 

For later in the year, DiSalvo would 
love to organize a paper airplane toss 
out of the third floor, serving as another 
competition. 

Not only is he involved in Honor 

Flight, but DiSalvo has also been a 
member of Leon’s a capella group, 
Mane Event, for two years. Recently, the 
group recorded and submitted a video to 
the Macy’s All-School A Capella Chal-
lenge, singing “I Want You Back” by the 
Jackson 5. 

Mane Event has the chance to re-
ceive $25,000 if they win. Results and 
winners will be announced on Nov. 4. 

“Mane Event is one of my favorite 
things about going to Leon,” DiSalvo 
said. “Me and the rest of the basses have 
a very weird brotherhood: an overly 
touchy relationship with lots of inappro-
priate jokes.”

DiSalvo thinks that the group has a 
very good chance of winning for it re-
ally shows what Leon is about.

Junior utilizes interests to educate peers
Maribeth McClenny

Executive Board

photo courtesy of Audrey Dilmore

Junior Audrey Dilmore is interested in social issues and seeks 
to inform her peers about them.
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There are so many popular trends currently 
spreading across America, and many of them bring 
up disputes among peers.

 This fall, the Leon Performing Arts program 
will be putting on a show, Prospect High: Brooklyn. 

One of the main actors in the play is portray-
ing a transgender character, as the play is mainly 
focusing on the struggles of a group of high school 
students.

This is the first time we’ve seen a production 
put on at Leon where a student is going to be play-
ing a transgender character. 

I am a Christian, so I morally believe that trans-
gender is wrong, but it’s not just my religion that 
brings up issues with this debate. 

Before you automatically assume that I dislike 
gay or transgender people, let me set things straight: 
I believe that God created us all, and loves us all. 
Since God loves us, it is my job to love everyone 
as well and treat him or her with the utmost respect 
and kindness, which is exactly how I would like to 
be treated. 

I would never judge or be rude in any way to-
wards someone that is gay or transgender, but I do 
still believe that it is wrong. 

For example, I am Caucasian, but I cannot sim-
ply just decide to change to Asian or African-Amer-
ican because I feel like I am not suited to be white. 

Former Psychiatrist-In-Chief for John Hopkins 
Hospital and the current Distinguished Professor 
of Psychiatry, Dr. Paul R. McHugh believes that 
transgenders suffer from what is, in fact, a mental 
disorder.

This well educated and well respected psychia-
trist states that sex change is “biologically impos-
sible,” and those supporting transgenders are there-
fore promoting a mental disorder.

It simply comes down to the fact that you can-
not be something you’re not.

Your gender is not your choice. Your X and Y-
chromosomes determine your gender before you 
are even born.

 Therefore, I do not think people should simply 
just decide one day to switch genders because they 
feel like they are not meant to be male or female. 

One is not born with two genders constructed 
inside of them. Your brain is meant to coincide with 
your body, and your body with your brain.

 Just because a young boy enjoys dressing up 
in dresses when he is little, does not mean that he 
should be a girl.

 Transgender is a popular trend right now, just 
like being gay, so children are emulating what they 
are seeing on TV, and around the country.

 Switching your sex is not a natural thing, and it 
has not been an accepted act until recently when it 
became the “cool thing to do.”

 
Maribeth McClenny
Double Truck Editor

Gender iden-
tity should 
not be the 
topic of a 

high school 
play 

They may 
not have a 
choice, but 

you do

Junior shines in perform-
ing arts program

Drama teacher Bryan Mitchell is now 
on his third year at Leon after taking Rod 
Durham’s place in 2013. Mitchell re-
placed Durham when Durham left Leon 
to participate in The Extreme Makeover 
Body Edition. 

“I took [Mitchell’s] drama class his 
first year of teaching and I was very im-
pressed by how organized he was, and 
how much he enjoyed theater,” junior 
Emily Fenton said.

Mitchell spent his first year at Leon 
getting to know his students and adjusting 
to his new environment. 

“It was a hard transition from Dur-
ham (to me) because some of his old stu-
dents blamed me for him not being here,” 
Mitchell said. “But all of those kids have 
graduated now and I have been able to de-
velop my own teaching patterns.”

Mitchell is originally from Miami and 
graduated from Florida A&M University 
with a B.A. in Theatre Performance, and a 
minor in Education. 

This school year marks the first year 
that Mitchell will be directing Thespians 
by himself, because Millie Seckel and 

Next month, the Leon High School drama 
program will be putting on the production Pros-
pect High: Brooklyn. 

The play is based on high school teenagers 
who undergo all the struggles that go along with 
being a high school student.

 One of the characters in the play is a trans-
gender student. 

With the recent “coming out” of reality TV 
star Bruce Jenner, now Kaitlyn Jenner, and sev-
eral other reality shows, transgender is a hot topic.

I am not here to argue whether being trans-
gender is right or wrong, because really there is 
no argument; a person should do whatever makes 
them happy. 

The most common claim that ignorant people 
make is the fact that being transgender is a choice. 

This could not be more wrong. A recent study 
done by Kristina Olsen, a psychology professor 
at the University of Washington, has proven this 
fact. 

Most parents in the study say their kids started 
associating themselves with the opposite gender 
as early as two years old. While some may pass 
this off as a phase, the kids in this study were con-
sistent in their gender identity.

 She observed that some parents say, “Well, 
you could just be a boy who likes to wear dress-
es,” and immediately the child responded saying, 
“No, it’s not the dress. I am a girl.”

That is the crucial difference in this case. It’s 
not a boy who likes feminine things, it is a boy 
who is confidently saying, “I am a girl.”

I also know that religion will always be a fac-
tor in this debate. Whether you think being trans-
gender is a sin or not, isn’t one of the key concepts 
of the Bible loving and accepting everyone for 
who they are?

It is not your place to judge anyone for who 
they are, whether you agree with it or not. 

I am a Christian, and I am personally accept-
ing of gays and transgenders because I am a be-
liever of personal well-being. I believe you should 
do whatever will make you comfortable with who 
you are and want to be.

Another argument that most people assert is 
that most transgenders are only switching their 
sexes as new shows come out on television. They 
believe that people are just joining in on the trend.

What they fail to realize is that these shows 
are giving teens the confidence they need to ex-
press who they really are.

As pop culture continues to publicize these 
issues, they are slowly becoming more accepted 
by society, which gives those who are hiding a 
chance to feel safe with telling the truth.

The bottom line is that it is not your business 
what someone chooses to do with their body.

In no way, shape or form does someone be-
ing transgender affect you or your well-being. 
I personally cannot wait for the day that people 
learn to be acceptant and tolerant of who people 
are, whether they are gay, straight, transgender or 
anything else.

Beloved chorus teacher 
to retire at end of year

After being at Leon for 38 years, Dr. Judy Ar-
thur will be retiring from her position as Director 
of Choral Activities at the end of this school year.

However, Arthur will not be fully vanishing 
off of the Leon chorus scene. She will continue 
to be involved with the Leon chorus booster pro-
gram, Leon Friends of Music. 

Arthur is currently directing Leon Men, Opus, 
Capital Singers, Madrigal Singers, and helps with 
three ensembles after school. 

Arthur is not worried about her absence next 
year because she has worked with Tabitha Peck 
for 14 years now, and she expects it to be an easy 
transition to the new staff member. 

“We have a huge staff and a big community 
of people that work very well together, so I ex-
pect there to be a smooth transition after I leave,” 
Arthur said.

One of Arthur’s proudest accomplishments at 
Leon is making every student in all of the choirs 
feel important regardless of what level they are at.

“Dr. Arthur is hardworking with a passion for 
teaching music to high school students,” senior 
Christina Davison said. “I really enjoy learning 
from her.”

Arthur is sad she will be leaving her family at 
Leon, but is also looking forward to having more 
spare time to do things she currently does not 
have the time for.

“I will really enjoy not having to wake up at 6 
a.m. every morning,” Arthur said. 

In celebration of her thirty-eighth year at 
Leon, Arthur plans on her having her students 
perform her favorite pieces throughout the year. 

Arthur began the summer musical program in 
1992, and it has been one of her favorite events of 
the year.

“At the last performance of Phantom of the 
Opera this summer, Mr. Epting came on stage and 
made a presentation regarding my retirement,” Ar-
thur said. “It was very sweet and unexpected.”

Arthur’s job at Leon has been the only job she 
has ever had and she has worked under six different 
principals at Leon.

“I will always do anything I can for this school 
because it is very much my second family,” Arthur 
said. 

“I will miss making music with the students ev-
ery day, but I plan on always making music wher-
ever I am because that is what I do.”

Maribeth McClenny
Double Truck Editor 
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Drama to debut New York play
EmmaLea Reed

Double Truck Editor 

This year, Leon High 
School Performing Arts 
was selected to pres-
ent the world-renowned 
play Prospect High: 
Brooklyn. 

Over the summer, 
drama teacher Bryan 
F. Mitchell received an 
email from Roundabout 
Theater in Brooklyn, 
New York.

They notified him 
that Leon had been se-
lected to perform the 
play.

“We’re the only 
school in the state of 
Florida that was chosen 
to do it,” Mitchell said. 

“The world of the 
play is looking through 
the characters’ lives.”

Prospect High: 
Brooklyn is based on 
a real high school in 
Brooklyn. 

Written by Daniel 

Sullivan along with sev-
en of his students, the 
play touches on apathy, 
bullying, racism and 
transgender acceptance.

Among the artis-
tic side of Leon High 
School’s student body, 
junior Hannah Prasse is 
no stranger.

Prasse has played 
a key role in the music 
program since her fresh-
man year.

Recently, one of Le-
on’s choirs, Mane Event, 
was entered into a na-
tionwide competition 
sponsored by Macy’s. Its 
task was to create a sort 
of a capella music video 
featuring spotlight sing-
ers. Prasse was chosen 
as one of the two leads. 

If selected, this mu-
sic video has the pos-
sibility of winning 
$25,000 to go towards 
Leon’s arts program.

Fellow singer fresh-
man Jackson Knight is 
also one of the talented 
lead singers in the music 
video, and has had the 
chance to get to know 
Prasse very well.

“Hannah is prob-
ably one of the most 

caring, loving and con-
siderate people you will 
ever meet,” Knight said. 
“Whenever she walks 
into a room she just 
brightens the mood.

“Her ability to pick 
up and carry a piece 
with an instrument or her 
voice is absolutely stun-
ning. She’s one of those 
people that you can know 
for five minutes and feel 
like you’re already best 
friends.”

Prasse began to re-

ally get involved in 
chorus when she was in 
the eighth grade while 
attending Raa Middle 
School. 

“Music is my thing,” 
said Prasse, whose fa-
ther, Ed, is the guitar 
teacher. “It really always 
has been.”

Music is undoubt-
edly her “thing.” 

Along with being 
vocally gifted, Prasse 
plays bass, cello, guitar 
and piano. 

She has mastered 
all four of these instru-
ments, starting with bass 
in sixth grade.

Prasse is admired by 
all those that are given 
the opportunity to work 
with her.

“Hannah is so tal-
ented and one of my best 
friends,” junior Morgan 
Guse said. 

“She is so humble, 
and that is definitely 
something to look up 
to.”

As a well-loved per-
son, Prasse  spreads her 
light to everyone that she 
meets.

“I haven’t met one 
person who doesn’t 
know and love Hannah 
Prasse,” junior Emily 
Fenton said. 

“She never ceases 
to amaze me with her 
multiple talents. She’s 
incredible.”

Prasse hopes to at-
tend Florida State Uni-
versity, where she wants 
to major in music thera-
py or music education.

With her talents, she 
hopes to make this world 
a better place.

Durham have stepped down from their sponsor positions.
“Mr. Mitchell is now in charge of Thespians and I am re-

ally excited to go to districts this year,” senior Phoebe French 
said.

Mitchell has performed and directed all over the city with 
the FAMU Essential Theatre and the Southside Arts Complex.

The play focuses on 
the lives of four differ-
ent high school students 
and their teacher, Mr. 
Charles. 

 
Hannah Rodriguez

Sports Editor

The students are 
each struggling with 
some sort of problem 
that comes along with 
the adolescent and high 
school years.

Junior Amanda 
Barker is playing one of 
the lead roles in the pro-
duction.

“I am truly honored 
on behalf of Leon High 
School for being chosen 
to take part of the world 
premier of the produc-
tion Prospect High: 
Brooklyn,” Barker said. 

“Because the life-
style of my character is 
so much more different 
than that of any other 
character I have played 
before, I am looking 
forward to building my 
character and relation-
ships with other cast 
members.”

The performance is 
expected to draw out a 
diverse audience, and be 
a pleasure to view.

Dr. Judy Arthur is the Resource Teacher for Secondary 
Music for Leon County

photo courtesy of Judy Arthur

The cover of Prospect High: Brooklyn’s script.
Roundabout Theatre Company

Drama teacher Bryan Mitchell is a graduate of FAMU.

Hannah Prasse singing in the Mane Event music video. 

Mane Event

photo courtesy of Bryan Mitchell

Mitchell takes the stage 
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Programmer designs spaceship game
Caroline Zapert

Features Editor

to take AP Portfolio his 
senior year.  

Peter did a paid in-
ternship at the Mag Lab 
over the summer after 
his freshman year, which 
was sponsored by the 
Young Scholars Program 
at Florida State Univer-
sity. 

There, Peter and six 
other students in the pro-
gram explored the fields 
of engineering.

They built a minia-
ture solar-powered car 
and learned about micro-
computers using coding. 

He worked alongside 
junior Ahmad Rasul.

“The internship was a 
great experience,” Rasul 
said. “We learned about a 
multitude of things.”

The interns had a remote-controlled 
car that they took apart and put back to-
gether, tying into Peter’s interest in tech-
nology and software engineering. 

“Almost everybody nowadays has a 
smartphone,” Peter said. “There’s a lot 
of money in designing the next popular 
app, like Flappy Bird.”

Peter is considering furthering his 
education at either the University of 
Central Florida or Georgia Tech, but 
“definitely not MIT.”

“I don’t want to be at one of those 
brainiac schools,” Peter said. 

“I want to be at a pretty decent school 
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Football player tackles academics
Justin Peter is the only junior in Le-

on’s seven-student AP Physics 2 class. 
He earned his way into the demand-

ing class by taking chemistry his fresh-
man year and AP Physics 1 as a sopho-
more, scoring an impressive three on the 
exam. 

Enrolled at Godby as a freshman, 
Peter transferred to Leon because his 
parents wanted him to be more academi-
cally challenged.

“And I was,” Peter said. “At [Godby] 
I didn’t have to do any work.”

It is one thing to take challenging 
classes, but another to excel in them. Pe-
ter currently has A’s in all of his classes, 
but a B in AP Government.

“Ms. [Amanda] Geiger is a really fun 
teacher, but you definitely have to work 
for your grade in AP Gov.,” Peter said. 
“Nothing comes easily in that class.”

Peter also owes the level of academic 
rigor in his schedule to physics teacher 
Mark Aley.

“Mr. Aley is easily one of my favor-
ite teachers,” Peter said. 

“People may have a negative opinion 
of him because, in that class, he teaches 
you the lesson and then hands you the 
work.”

Peter’s own passion for physics has 
inspired him to pursue a career in ei-
ther mechanical engineering, robotics or 
computer science, in which he can use 
his artistic abilities. 

He is currently in 2D Art 2, and plans 

but also have fun.”
Along with his impressive academic 

record, Peter excels in another area: ath-
letics. 

He plays defensive back for Leon’s 
varsity football team, but enjoys track 
more.

“In track,” Peter said, “it’s more in-
dividual. I like the aspect of being on a 
team, but I don’t like the fact that if one 
person messes up then we all kind of take 
the fall.”

His best track events are the 400-me-
ter dash and the triple jump. 

Although the official track season 
doesn’t begin until the spring, the team 

begins conditioning in a few weeks. 
Peter has gotten used to being an 

exception to the “football player stereo-
type” and has found a balance between 
his athletics and maintaining his grades. 

Time management has proven to be 
his most prominent challenge.  

His most notable example is an essay 
that was assigned in his sophomore Eng-
lish class - an essay that was supposed to 
take two weeks to complete. 

“I took that as a challenge,” Peter 
said. “I’ll have periods of weeks where 
I just get bogged down. But it’s always 
at the beginning of the school year when 
it’s the hardest.”

program using a “Hello, World!” application. 
It is one of the simplest methods used to teach be-

ginners the basic syntax of a programming language. 
He then moved on to “Prime or Not” programs, and 

afterwards became interested in web design, learning 

Senior Daniel Volya is developing a game that is 
out of this world: a game aptly titled SpaceShip Game. 

Volya is working alongside sophomore Max 
Rosenzweig to create a finished product that appeals to 
all gamers. 

The origins of the game come from sheer bore-
dom over the summer when Volya created a randomly 
generated world. 

“Coming up with random generations was a chal-
lenge,” Volya said. “Then I showed it to Max and he 
had the idea to make it into a spaceship game.” Space-
Ship Game took two days to design. 

Volya’s AP Calculus BC and AP Physics 1 knowl-
edge came into play when designing the game, taking 
into account the gravitational pull of various celestial 
bodies. 

“The most challenging part is coming up with 
the best algorithms and making sure your computer 
doesn’t die,” Volya said. “It’s doing so many calcula-
tions at once.” 

In SpaceShip Game, the player flies through an 
infinite world to explore planets and collect resourc-
es.   

Its latest updates have added lasers, inventory and 
a new ship. 

The public pre-alpha version of the game is avail-
able at daniel.volya.net/spaceshipgame.

Volya was introduced to programming by his 
father in the third grade, when he was taught how to 

how to use PHP and JavaScript. 
PHP is a scripting language designed for web 

development.
Volya’s first experience with web design was in 

seventh grade, when he designed a website for his 
teacher at Fairview. 

“It was for English,” Volya said. “There was a 
table we had to do and I didn’t feel like drawing it 
every single time so I just programmed a computer.”

Volya travels to Estonia every other summer, and it 
was there that he became well-acquainted with coding. 

He interned for a phone company in Estonia after 
his sophomore year. 

The company kept records of callers with identi-
fication, and Volya’s task was to update an outdated 
page using coding. 

Volya is the current president of Leon’s program-
ming club.

“The first year I was a member,” Volya said, “Mr. 
Maurice was the sponsor and we programmed a game. 
When he left, I asked [Cesar] Kothe to sponsor the 
club, and we started to teach programming languages.” 
This year, the club designs video games. 

Volya plans to further his programming knowledge 
at Georgia Tech, but also has the option of going to 
school in Europe. 

His mother is from Novosibirsk, Russia. There, 
she majored in art, inspiring Volya to take up a hobby 
in pottery.

He does pottery at Rabbit Pond Pottery and teach-
es kids how to create ceramics over the summer.

Daniel Volya generates updates for SpaceShip Game using 
his coding technique.

Caroline Zapert

Justin Peter, number 24, plays defensive back on the 
varsity football team. 

photo courtesy of Justin Peter
Justin Peter completes his AP Physics 2 homework. 
He scored a three on the AP Physics 1 exam.

Caroline Zapert



It’s all in 
your 
head

year.
“My motivation is just the 

people around me,” Huffman 
said. 

“They inspire me to be 
strong and ready for next year.”

There is a lot of traveling in-
volved, with annual commutes 
to Tampa for practice and for 
other competitions.

Huffman says it is difficult 
on her parents, both physically 
and financially.

A recent performance gave 
Huffman the confidence to keep 
striving in her demanding sport. 

This year at outdoor nation-
als, Huffman competed in the 
15k against girls that were con-

and outdoor speed skating, in 
which she skates on track or 
road rather than ice.
      Her favorite outdoor race is 
the 15k.

“There’s more strategy that 
goes into long races,” Huffman 
said. “I like having more time to 
process things and  make a game 
plan.”

Huffman got her start at a 
skate world birthday party for 
sophomore Kate Carter. 

After realizing their talent 
for skating, both girls began 
to speed skate at Skate World. 
Carter has stopped skating since 
then as she decided to pursue 
other sports.

“Katie’s always been a su-
perstar,” Carter said. “She can 
achieve anything that she set her 
mind to and will go very far in 
life.”

Huffman has since then 
moved to Team Stardust in 
Tampa, where she finds more 
opportunities for training.

Besides her impressive ac-
ceptance into the training camp 
in Colorado, Huffman has also 
competed in many prestigious 
competitions. 

For the last two years ,she has 
competed in the PanAmerican 
competition, where she races 
against teams from all different 
countries. 

She plans on returning this 

Seniors make verbal commitments
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Will Rasmussen
Online Editor

sidered to be at a much higher 
level. 

Out of 15 girls, Huffman 
placed sixth overall.

“All the girls on the team 
and even some world champi-
ons just came up and hugged 
me,” Huffman said. 

“I just remember my coach-
es crying and being so happy; 
that’s what keeps me going.”

Although she has many ac-
colades, Huffman still has things 
she wants to improve on in her 
skating, such as leading and the 
start of her sprints. 

“I am never able to get in the 
front,” Huffman said. “I need to 
work on getting in the pack.”

Hannah Rodriguez
Sports Editor

 In sports, the difference be-
tween a victory and a defeat can 
be determined by a single point, 
a millisecond or a split decision. 

But usually the deciding fac-
tor, no matter how talented the 
athlete, is the mental strength 
you have in intense situations.

Sports psychologists define 
mental toughness as, “the ability 
to consistently perform toward 
the upper range of your talent 
and skill regardless of competi-
tive circumstances.”

In layman’s terms, men-
tal toughness is knowing that 
you’re prepared for any situa-
tion, and when those important 
moments do arise, performing at 
your best no matter how brutal 
the circumstances are.

As a junior on the Leon vol-
leyball team, I have found that 
mental strength is incredibly im-
portant. I have been the player to 
serve the ball out on game point, 
or get aced in a pivotal moment. 
I’ve been there, and that’s why I 
cannot stress this enough.

It is these moments, how-
ever, these heart-wrenching fail-
ures, that drive athletes. Know-
ing that I let my team down 
when they needed me is what 
inspires me to work, not for my-
self, but for my team. We work 
10 times harder because under 
no circumstances, will we ever 
allow ourselves to feel that way 
again.

It does not matter if you 
run the fastest, lift the heaviest, 
or hit the hardest, if you do not 
have the mental capacity to keep 
your composure during tight 
matches, then you do not have 
what it takes to win.

It takes a lot to make an ath-
lete mentally tough. You have 
to be pushed, farther than you 
think you can go. You have to 
lose, in order to know how hard 
you have to work to win. But 
most importantly, you have to 
want to succeed as badly as you 
want to breathe. 

One person that will be 
there to help you to achieve 
these goals is your coach. It is 
your coach’s job to push you to 
your breaking point, and then a 
little further. There will proba-
bly be tears, and it will probably 
be brutal, but in the end you will 
be a much better athlete.

So before you decide that 
you hate your coach, think about 
what they’re truly doing: mak-
ing you a better athlete, both 
physically and mentally.

HUFFMAN
FROM PAGE 1

Although it may not seem 
like it at a first glance, Huffman 
says that skating is way more 
aggressive than most would 
think.

Most girls who compete in 
speed skating also do roller der-
by, and when Huffman tries to 
get in a pack of aggressive skat-
ers, they will not hold back.

“They’re really mean hon-
estly,” Huffman said.

 “If you try to get in there 
they will elbow you, punch you 
or actually grab you and pull 
you back.”

Huffman has considered do-
ing roller derby as well, but has 
found no luck in Tallahassee. 

photo courtesy of Katie Huffman

Katie Huffman skates at the 2014 Outdoor National competition in the freshman girls division at the age of 14.

Volleyball players Elyse 
Thompson and Ashley Dodson 
verbally committed to play vol-
leyball at the collegiate level 
earlier this year.

Thompson will take her tal-
ents to Emory University while 
Dodson opted for Birmingham 
Southern College. The two se-
niors have played a vital role in 
the success of the Leon volley-
ball program. 

The Lions are coming off a 
3-1 district championship win 
over Lincoln on Oct. 22.

With both Dodson and 
Thompson committed to play 
college volleyball, it was a great 
way to cap off a solid regular 
season. 

“I am thrilled to commit to 

Emory,” Thompson said. “Head 
coach Angie [Strickland] played 
a large role in helping me initi-
ate my recruiting process, and 
deciding what was best for me.”

It was not an easy process. 
Thompson had nine Division I 
scholarship offers and five Divi-
sion III scholarship offers, but 
Emory was the best fit. 

“The coaching staff made 
me feel wanted,” she said. “And 
I think that is what every player 
is looking for. I felt like their 
number one recruit.”

Thompson is looking to pur-
sue a career in medicine or busi-
ness, making Emory the perfect 
school academically.

“Emory is exactly what I am 
looking for,” she said. “It is the 
perfect balance of great academ-
ics and great volleyball.”

Thompson says that seeing 
all of the blood, sweat and tears 
pay off is the best part of the re-
cruiting process.

 Although, right now, she is 
just focused on one goal, win-
ning a state championship.

Dodson has the same goal 
in mind and she said that mak-
ing her college choice took a 
lot of pressure off her as the 
Lions began their playoff run. 

“It [the recruiting process] 
was hard,” Dodson said. “I 
had a Division I offer from 
East Carolina University that 
was very difficult to pass up.”

Dodson says playing time 
was one of the biggest factors 
in her commitment to Divi-
sion III Birmingham South-
ern over a bigger Division I 
school like ECU. 

“I have always wanted to 
play college volleyball,” she 
said. “And I want to make an 
impact as soon as possible.” 

Dodson is leaning towards 
a degree in business from Bir-
mingham Southern and in the 
end, Birmingham Southern 
was the best fit.

Now that both Dodson 
and Thompson have made 
their decision, they can fo-
cus on the next goal, a State 
championship. 

“A state championship is 
the best way to end my senior 
season,” Dodson said.

Thompson, 
Dodson to 
play at next 

level

Ashley Dodson, left, and Elyse Thompson, right, sport college apparel.

photo courtesy of Ashley Dodson photo courtesy of Elyse Thompson



Jones uses size and speed to excel

Caroline Dempsey
Sports Editor

Senior J’Air Jones warms up for his game against Godby, which took place on Sept. 18. The 
final score of the game was 35-7 with Godby taking home the victory.

Volleyball claims district title
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Senior wide receiver J’Air Jones, 
who has been on varsity for four years,  
hopes to play at the Division I level next 
year. 

Jones has the rare combination of 
size and speed. The 6-foot, 196-pounder 
has run a total of 265 receiving yards so 
far this season.

“[Jones] is good at getting around 
people due to his size and his incredible 
speed,” head coach Tim Cokely said.

Jones’ top two collegiate choices are 
Florida Atlantic University in Boca Ra-
ton and Youngstown State University in 
Ohio. 

“College is a combination of many 
things,” Cokely said. “[Jones] is being 
recruited by many schools, but we are 
just looking for whichever is the best fit 
for him.”

There is a signing window for high 
school senior athletes from February to 
March during which time make their of-

ficial commitment.
And so, Jones will not positively 

know until then which school he will at-
tend. However, he will have a good idea 
of what school wants him before that 
date.

In addition to his role on the football 
team as a strong and fast receiver, Jones 
is a natural leader, but not in the way 
most people would expect.

“[Jones] is naturally shy and re-
served,” Cokely said, “so he leads the 
team by example.” 

Cokely tells his team that “leadership 
is influence,” and Jones has a lot of it, not 
by being a vocal leader, but by playing 
his best and giving other, younger play-
ers a standard of where they need to be. 

While Jones has a great relationship 
with Cokely, he has always looked up to 
offensive line coach and recruiting coor-
dinator Doug Waddell.

“Ever since I was in seventh grade, 
[Waddell] has been there to push me and 
make me a better player,” Jones says.

Jones’ proudest moment in his four 
years as a varsity football player came 
during his freshmen year when he for ran 
294 yards in one game. 

Shortly after this, however, Jones 
suffered a career-suspending injury that 
shaped him as a player - tearing his ACL.

“You really realize how bad things 
can be,” Jones said about the injury that 
sat him out for six months.

Jones admits that his weakness in 
the game is vision, which can help him 
achieve the most possible yards on the 

field. Cokely offered his opinion that 
Jones, as well as the rest of the football 
team, just needs to improve their knowl-
edge of the game of football.

“All of the players need to become 
better at the game itself,” Cokely said. 
“[Jones] is already big enough and fast 
enough.”

Cokely revealed that over the years, 
Jones has become better at practicing. 

“Practice is a lot of cardio for his po-

sition,” Cokely said. 
“You have to become mentally 

tough as well as physically. You have 
to push through lots of mental barriers.”

A former teammate of Jones, Brison 
Williams constantly saw him overcome 
those barriers. “He is a strong kid who 
has had his struggles,” Williams said. “I 
wish nothing but the best for [Jones]. 
He is going to do big things.”

Four-year var-
sity football 

player looks to 
further career at 

the next level

Will Rasmussen
Online Editor

It has been four years since 
the varsity volleyball team won 
the 7A state championship. This 
year, the program is well on its 
way to winning another title.

The Lions had compiled a 
20-7 record, nailed down a dis-
trict title for the first time since 
2011 and advanced to the re-
gional semifinals when this edi-
tion of the High Life went to 
press.

The last time Leon won a 
district title, it also won a state 
championship.

The Lions are locked and 
loaded with talent all over the 
court and it has shown over the 
past two seasons. 

The juniors and seniors on 
this team were part of a junior 
varsity squad that went 44-5 in a 

two-year span.
 Head coach Angie Strick-

land is developing quite the pro-
gram. 

Since taking over for Leon 
in 2010, she has sent 10 out 
of 17 players to the collegiate 
ranks. 

If that is any indication, 
Strickland might be developing 
one of the best volleyball pro-
grams in the state of Florida. 

The Leon volleyball team poses for a photo after its 3-1 district title win 
over crosstown foe Lincoln. 

The team has the potential 
to be on center stage in Orlando 
on Nov. 14 at the state finals.

In order to get there, the Li-
ons will have to get through re-
gionals. 

The Lions are optimistic and 
believe they are ready for the 
task at hand.

“We have worked really 
hard over the past three seasons, 
and we are ready for our shot at 

a state title,” said senior Elyse 
Thompson, who plays the libero 
position.

 “We have played elite teams 
before so we are ready to com-
pete.”

And they have worked hard, 
due, in large part, to their coach, 
who has garnered the nickname 
“STRICT-LAND.”

She is well-known for her 
competitiveness and passion 
for volleyball, but notorious for 
making the girls run sprints until 
the players are gasping for air.

In general, the Lions believe 
their mental toughness will be a 
critical trait in their quest to win 
a state championship. 

 “We want it more than any-
thing,” Thompson said. “The 
opportunity to win a state title 
is what makes all the summer 
practices and extra hours we put 
in worth it.”

Senior Ashley Dodson says 
they won’t see many things in 
the playoffs that they aren’t pre-
pared for already.

“We have worked hard all 
four years, and a state champi-
onship is the only thing on our 
mind,” Dodson said. 

Dodson, who is verbally 
committed to play at Division 
III Birmingham Southern Col-
lege, is a leader for the Leon 
team with loads of experience. 

Leon will lose six seniors at 
the end of the season.

However, the underclass-
men have shown a competitive 
edge, as evidenced by its disap-
pointment in surrendering a set 
in its district championship vic-
tory over Lincoln.

“We should not have 
dropped that third set to Lin-
coln,” freshman Makayla Wash-
ington said, “but we had tons of 
fun competing with them this 
season.”

Middle hitter Caroline Kirk 
relished the experience, and said 
it will be etched in her mind for-
ever.

“It was really fun winning 
districts,” Kirk said.

“The atmosphere of the 
game was incredible. It is an 
experience that I will never for-
get.”

Kirk is part of a talented ju-
nior class that will play a key 
role in its road to a possible state 
title.

Team relishes 
first champi-
onship since 

2011

Ida Thompson
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Junior to attend Washington State 

Nadaley Jones
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Senior golfer led Lions to regionals
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Lindsey Godwin plays goalie for the Tallahassee United Football Club. 

Smith overcomes injury 
on way to becoming out-

standing player

photo courtesy of Katie Godwin

Senior Jake Smith has been surrounded by golf his 
entire life and even led the boys varsity golf team to a 
win at regionals this fall. However, they did not qualify 
for state by a slim margin. 

His immediate family, and all of the family on his 
father’s side, are very into golf.

Jake says it was his family’s influence that pushed 
him into golf. His role models include his dad and Jor-
dan Spieth.

“[Golf] is a fun kind of busy,” he said. “It doesn’t 
feel like a chore.”

He’s been playing since he was a small child,  but he 
says he really didn’t get into the sport until the summer 
before his freshman year. Therefore, it only made sense 
for him to join the golf team. 

According to the golf coach Ryan Pennington, 
“Smith has always been great.” 

He said that although Smith has always shown qual-
ities of a great golfer, he has really improved since his 
freshman year.

Pennington also said Smith puts in more time than 
needed, sometimes going to practice even after matches 
have taken place, including evening matches. 

In fact, there have been times when Smith called 

Pennington to make sure he was practicing a certain 
technique correctly, or using a correct club.

He described Smith as one of the hardest workers 
on the team, saying his consistency makes him a great 
player. 

With extreme dedication, he has mastered the indi-
vidual aspect of golf. 

After a horrible concussion during his sophomore 
year, which took place right before golf tryouts when he 
was skateboarding, Smith was unable to play. 

He took a season off, but came back even better 
with more determination the next season. He has only 
been getting better and better ever since; recently, Smith 
had a win at the Miracle Strip Invitational this season.

His mother was there for him throughout the whole 

process, encouraging him. She said she realized, “how 
quick and fleeting life is,” and that the event brought 
them closer. 

Smith says he does not know if he will play golf 
in college. He says he has not been being looked at or 
offered any scholarships officially. However, Smith 
claims he would still play golf even if he did not go to 
school for it. 

His dream school for playing golf is the University 
of Georgia. He would also consider playing at a junior 
college, a smaller Division I school, or even a Division 
II school.

If he doesn’t get into any of these schools, he says 
he will most likely go to Florida State University and 
might major in Business.

Tallahassee Democrat

Jake Smith takes a shot at a local golf course during a match.

Ottawa native  
competed on 

international ju-
nior team

Junior goalie Lindsey Godwin plans 
on attending Washington State University 
on a full soccer scholarship next year, but 
she’s never played for Leon because of 
a scheduling conflict due to her involve-
ment in band, she said.

She chose WSU over DePaul Uni-
versity, Texas A&M University, Florida 
State University, Pennsylvania State Uni-
versity and the University of Chicago, all 
of whom also offered a scholarship.

Godwin, a native of Ottawa, began 
playing soccer as a toddler. 

When Godwin was eight, her dad 
got a job in Tallahassee, and her family 
moved here.

“I have done nothing but soccer since 
I’ve been here,” Godwin said. 

She first played goalie when she 
moved to Tallahassee. 

The starting goalie on her team got 
hurt and had to be pulled from a game. 

The squad did not have a reserve 
goalie, so Godwin became the replace-

ment. 
“I fell in love with keeper because I 

loved the adrenaline I got from it,” God-
win said. 

“I could see everything happening on 
the field at once. I loved knowing that at 
any possible second I could be saving a 
ball from going into the net.

“I think that being keeper has made 
me stronger as a person. As a keeper you 
have to be ready to face the possibility 
that you will get hurt. Knowing that in a 
game I can transfer that into real life. I no 
longer shy away from a conflict. I love 
how being keeper has helped me in my 
everyday life as well.” 

After playing in numerous recre-
ational leagues throughout elementary 
school and a local club team in Tallahas-
see, she was encouraged by her personal 
coach, Ryan Bentley, to try out for an in-
ternational soccer team. 

The team participated in a tourna-
ment this past June in Europe.

During spring break, nationwide try-
outs were held in Colorado. 

There were a total of five tryouts and 
each time players were cut.

Godwin was chosen to be on the 
American team. 

There were 17 games in total and she 
started each game and played keeper the 
entire time. 

There were teams from multiple 
countries, and the American team won 
the tournament.

“It was like a miniature world cup,” 

Godwin said. Godwin gained the atten-
tion of multiple colleges by playing in the 
tournament. 

There were scouts there observing 
the players.

 Lindsey’s sister, Katie, has expe-
rienced Lindsey’s dedication to soccer 
firsthand.

“Her spirit and love of the soccer is 
clear every time she is on the field,” Katie 
said. 

“No matter what happens during a 
game she fights until the end. During each 
game I went to I could see the changes 
and the improvements in her playing and 
her leadership skills on the field. Lind-

sey’s emotional dedication to this sport is 
remarkable. I believe that she is going to 
go very far in life and I can’t wait to see 
where she goes.” 

Lindsey does not play for the Leon 
soccer team because she is apart of Leon 
band and the schedules conflict.

On average, she spends 50 hours a 
week dedicated to soccer. 

“Soccer is just exhilarating,” Lindsey 
said. 

“Anything can happen, and I love 
that. Soccer is my whole world.”

Lindsey is currently trying out for a 
team that will constantly travel around 
the continental United States.



FALL
SCOREBOARD
Football
Date  Opponent                                    
10/09/15 Kathleen           
10/16/15 Lincoln  
10/23/15 Duval           
10/29/15 Chiles
11/06/15 Walton Beach

Volleyball
Date  Opponent 
10/8/15  Lincoln  W 3-1
10/9/15  Winter Springs W 2-0
10/9/15  Jupiter   L 2-0
10/10/15 Fort Myers  W 2-1
10/10/15 Berkeley  Prep  L 2-0
10/10/15  Naples  W 2-1
10/13/15 Wakulla  W 3-0
10/15/15  Florida State W 3-1 
10/22/15  Lincoln   W 3-1
10/28/15 Tate  W 3-0 

Boys/Girls Swimming
Date  Event 
10/03/15 Invitational
10/07/15 Chiles                 
10/14/15 Lincoln  
10/26/15 Districts  
11/02/15 Regionals
11/13/15 State Champ.

Boys Golf
Date  Event
10/13/15  Districts
10/20/15  Regionals 

Girls Golf
Date  Event
10/05/15  Big Bend Champ.
10/07/15 CCCC
10/13/15 Districts

Boys/Girls Cross Country
Date  Event  
10/24/15 Districts
10/31/15  Regionals
11/07/15 States 

Boys Soccer
Date  Event
10/31/15 Lincoln 
11/05/15  Arnold 

Girls Soccer
Date  Event
10/21/15 Florida High 
10/22/15 Wakulla 
10/22/15 Lincoln  
*individual competition
District- Jordan Jones 2nd , Jake Smith 5th

City Champ.- Jordan Jones 2nd
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or vegetables with each meal. There is 
also whole grain foods, meat or meat al-
ternatives, food with zero trans-fat and a 
specific calorie intake for each age group.

Many of these regulations have be-
come even more enforced after the Hun-
ger-Free Kids Act was campaigned by 
First Lady Michelle Obama in 2010. 

This act was created in order to help 
schools provide more healthy alterna-
tives than stereotypical fattening foods.  

The state agencies are additionally 
required to check that the schools are 
supplying the proper meals.

Leon serves both breakfast and 
lunch, providing students with healthy 
and filling meals that they may not ob-
tain at home. 

They often serve 100 students at 
breakfast, charging only $1 for the meal. 

Along with food regulations, there 
are many restrictions in order to keep the 
cooking environment safe as well.

The organization that monitors the 
health and safety of business is called the 
Occupational Safety and Health Organi-
zation. 

While cafeterias are not monitored 
specifically by OSHA, they are inspected 
with the same regulations as restaurants.

Some of the general operations are to 
keep the employees safe from fire haz-
ards and potential slips, along with hav-
ing the food properly stored and kept at 
the correct temperature. 

All of the cooks in the cafeteria must 
be properly trained before dealing with 
any equipment.

Signs and posters must be placed 
wherever needed to inform people of 

safety hazards in the cafeteria.
The cafeteria workers at Leon follow 

these rules as they serve hundreds of stu-
dents every day. 

The staff consists of eight employees 
that serve over 300 students daily. Each 
day, the workers spend roughly six hours 
preparing the food that will be served to 
the students, and then eventually clean 
afterwards. 

Junior Cae’Lah Davis buys her lunch 
from the cafeteria nearly every day. 

“All of the cafeteria workers are very 
nice,” Davis said. “I always make sure to 
say thank you, because they don’t have to 
do this for us, but they decide to.” 

Cafeteria Manager Melinda Harris 
has been working at the Leon cafeteria 
for 14 years. She became interested in 
food production from her love of cook-

ing.
“My favorite part of my job is the 

students,” Harris said.
According to health regulations, the 

students at Leon must have a meal that 
has no fat or an excessive amount of 
grease.    

Despite the new increase of regula-
tions concerning what students eat, Har-
ris said that throughout all her years of 
working with food, there has always 
been directions to follow regarding the 
ingredients in the food. 

“The nutrient requirement for what 
we serve has always been strict,” Harris 
said. 

The cooks always follow a recipe 
when cooking the food they serve. 

Additionally, they oven-bake all food 
that needs to be cooked.

In order to feed hundreds of students daily, the cafeteria staff must use many pieces 
of  industrial cooking equipment.

 L 21-20 
 L 21-7
W 41-14

9th, 13th

2nd, 2nd

2nd, 2nd

4th, 3rd 
 

Solution Skills has the approval of 
Principal Billy Epting to start giving the 
classes. Vickers says that the company 
is currently figuring out what dates will 
work best in the schedule of a Leon stu-
dent. 

Once Solution Skills decides on 
these dates, Vickers will talk to Dean of 
Student Activities Mark Feely about re-
serving classrooms at Leon after school. 

Vickers expressed that he hoped to 
hold the first Friday class at the end of 

October, prior to the November SAT 
date. 

However, as he has not advertised at 
Leon yet, this may not be the case. 

But Solution Skills won’t be the only 
group on campus extending test prep 
services. Leon’s Pierian National Honor 
Society also has SAT/ACT help avail-
able. 

Though the club has had tutoring be-
fore, this is the first time they offer spe-
cialized assistance for the standardized 
tests. 

There have already been multiple 
Pierian help sessions, and they will con-

tinue to be held on Thursdays after sixth 
and seventh period. 

Pierian sponsor Martha Towey says 
that only club members who have scored 
over a 30 on the ACT or a 650-700 on a 
given area of the SAT are invited to teach 
at the help sessions. 

Pierian does not expect to compete 
with Solution Skills. Their services are 
designed to aid students that can’t pay for 
a private tutoring company.

“[Pierian tutoring] won’t be a substi-
tute for Solution Skills,” Towey said. “It 
won’t be as thorough.”

“But it will at least offer something 

for students who can’t afford to pay for 
help.”

Pierian Treasurer Sam Atwater says 
that a typical session consists of a Pow-
erPoint presentation on one area of either 
of the tests. Tutors stand by to answer 
questions and give individual help on 
problems. 

So far, there hasn’t been a lot of turn-
out for the sessions. Atwater says this is 
likely due to a lack of advertising around 
school.           

Atwater plans to improve advertising 
and hopefully attract the interest of more 
people.

FOOD
FROM PAGE 1

within a week.
Several teachers including Eric 

Rodriguez, Kathryn White  and  Mike 
Massey even played the video in class 
for their students. 

“We immediately got a bunch of pos-
itive feedback from the parents and the 
students,” said Carlton DiSalvo, a Mane 
Event member.

“They were all really supportive.” 
Contestants across the country have 

also submitted their entries. 
Videos from schools in Tennes-

see, Ohio, Michigan and beyond can be 
viewed on Youtube. 

The winners of the contest will be 
announced on Macy’s website on Nov. 4. 

The website detailing the contest  

does not mention whether the prize mon-
ey should be used for the entire school or 
if it is intended to be used for performing 
arts only.

Peck would love to see the reward 
being used in the Choral Department for 
things like new sound equipment and 
voice lessons for Chorus members.

“We would have to figure out how to 
make it benefit the most students, not just 
Mane Event,” Peck said. 

Because of the quality of the video 
and the talent of the group, some mem-
bers of Mane Event have high hopes for 
a victory in the A Capella Challenge.

“I think we have a really good chance 
of winning,” said Erin Hill, another first-
year member of Mane Event.

And if the group doesn’t bring home 
the $25,000 reward, they still have some-
thing to show for their effort.

“Even if we don’t win, we still have 
an awesome video,” Hill said.

“We can show it at our concert or put 
it online, and we have a new song to per-
form.”

Peck says that she would consider 
doing a contest like this again in the fu-
ture if there was another volunteer like 
McLawhorn. 

However, if Mane Event did record 
video and audio professionally again, 
she would not want the time frame to be 
“so compact.”

“I felt like I blinked my eyes and 
three weeks was over,” Peck said.

But overall, Peck was satisfied with 
the final product that Mane Event sub-
mitted to the Macy’s A Capella Chal-
lenge.

“I was happy with the outcome,” 
Peck said. 

SONG
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       Sella Kinch 

W 5-1
W 4-0
W 1-0  

2nd, 3rd

*
*

3rd 
1st

3rd 


