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Winter Festival makes comeback

ing some more murals to it just 
like how the girls painted the 
mural in the chorus hall.” 

Adding murals to the bus 
ramp will give clubs a way 
to represent themselves on 
campus as well as a way to 
draw in new members. So far 
three clubs have committed to 
painting a mural on the wall: 
Garden Club, Mu-Alpha Theta 
and Interact Service Club. 

“I wanted to be a part of 
this project because it’s a way 
to make a lasting print of our 
club,” Interact club president 
Jack Wingate said. 

“My hope is that in creat-
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Junior Josh Daughtry has 
come up with a plan to turn Le-
on’s worn-down bus ramp into 
a lively walkway by painting 
the wall with murals created by 
various clubs. 

“That wall looks like an 
old World War II bunker,” 
Daughtry said. “I wanted to do 
something to change that.” 

Daughtry came up with this 
plan on his own, and every club 
is welcome to participate. 

“I was tired of seeing how 
dirty our bus ramp looked so I 

wanted to fix it up,” Daughtry 
said. “Since there is one mural 
on the bus ramp already, why 
not add on to it?”

The addition of club murals 
on the wall will not only be a 
way to decorate the bus ramp, 
but also to promote school 
pride around campus. 

“It is common for schools 
around Florida to have murals 
around their campus to induce 
school spirit in an average 
school day,” Student Govern-
ment Association sponsor 
Joshua Stewart said. 

“Josh came up with the idea 
to fix up the bus ramp by add-

ing our mural we will promote 
Interact and draw in new mem-
bers. It is an easy way to make 
sure your club sticks around for 
a future student.”

Daughtry hopes for more 
clubs to join in on creating the 
mural, and he is also planning 
to get clubs involved in more 
actives like this in the near 
future.

Murals will be painted by 
the members of each club and 
applications are ten dollars. The 
money will go towards buying 
materials for painting and to the 
Inner Club Council. 

“I think it is a neat idea,” 

Stewart said. 
“It’s a fun way for students 

to get involved when it comes 
to cleaning up our campus.”

Daughtry hopes to get 
started on the wall before win-
ter break. 

However, he needs approval 
from the Inter Club Counsel 
first. ICC has regular meet-
ings, and during these meetings 
club officers come and discuss 
ideas for new clubs or ways to 
better interact with students on 
campus. 

“As soon as ICC approves 
of the mural we plan to get 
started,” Daughtry said.

On Feb. 3, one of Leon’s former 
traditions will be back and open to the 
whole student body: the winter festival. 

Following sixth period, students will 
be invited to enjoy food, carnival games, 
live music and more on the practice 
fields. 

Clubs will be encouraged to set up 
carnival-style booths as well.

The festivities will span several 
hours so that those with a seventh period 
can still attend. 

The winter festival was created ap-
proximately 10 years ago under former 
principal Rocky Hanna. 

Its purpose was to celebrate Leon 
earning an ‘A’ school grade. 

The festival continued to be held for 
years afterward and was highly antici-
pated by students. 

“It was huge—the same sort of feel 
as Rocktoberfest,” Student Government 
sponsor Joshua Stewart said. 

For the first few years, the festival 
was held during school hours. Though 
students could technically leave school 
and skip the event, Stewart said that over 
two-thirds of the student body stayed to 
enjoy the festivities. 

Student works to improve school campus

The early festivals offered every-
thing from dunk tanks to bounce houses 
to three-on-three basketball tournaments.

However, these events came at a 
cost: a whopping $11,000, according to 
Stewart. Due to the economic recession, 
the heavy responsibilities of the festival, 

and the fact that Leon wasn’t making an 
‘A’ grade every year, the festival stopped 
being a tradition. 

“We weren’t going to reward the stu-
dents for poor performance, and we had 
to make wise economic decisions with 
the resources we had,” Stewart said. 

Principal Epting agreed, noting that 
the missed class time was a major draw-
back.  

“It’s hard to justify pulling kids out 
of class for a carnival when they have 
tests, AP exams and EOC’s,” Epting 
said. 

The last time the festival was held 
was during the 2013-2014 school year. 
But this year, SGA Vice President Skyl-
lar Cobb approached Epting about reviv-
ing the winter celebration. 

Though Cobb did not attend Leon 
when the festival was still a regular 
event, she saw notes about it in a folder 
passed down to her by former Vice Pres-
ident Brittany Warren. 

After several students asked her 
about the event, Cobb decided she want-
ed to bring it back.  

Epting approved, with a few modifi-
cations being made to the event. 

This year’s festival will be slightly 
different than previous ones, with its 
time slot being after school hours. 

SGA will cover part of the cost 
through fundraising and Epting will take 
care of the rest with the activity budget. 

The winter festival will lead up to a 
boys’ varsity basketball game that night 
against Rickards in the gym. 

Maribeth McClenny

Gray Kinch
The Winter Festival will return on Feb. 3. The festival was created about 10 years 
ago by former principal Rocky Hanna.
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The mere thought of a dress 
code is enough to cause students 
and teachers alike to groan. Students 
hate that their favorite clothes don’t 
adhere to it, and teachers hate having 
to write students up for it. I know I’m 
not alone when I say we need to take 
another look at what Leon deems ap-
propriate for school. 

In the Leon Agenda Book under 
the article of Dress Code, it is stated 
that “…spaghetti straps are not per-
mitted.” Why, might you ask? The 
exposure of shoulders. Everyone has 
them; they are not a scandalous part 
of the body. 

Thinly-strapped tank tops are re-
ally nice to wear when it gets up to 
95 degrees and most of us eat lunch 
outside.

 In addition, ripped jeans are 
prohibited. Why shouldn’t jean rips 
above the knee be allowed, when 
shorts exposing skin up to mid-thigh 
are allowed?  

I suppose one of the most confus-
ing things about dress code is the ar-
gument that not adhering to it is dis-
tracting to others. Recently, a girl was 
dress coded in the middle of a class 
discussion. My teacher then spent a 
full 10 minutes of class time writing 
her up, privately speaking with her 
and calling the attendance office. The 
student then spent the next 10 min-
utes waiting in attendance, missing 
what we were doing in class. So that 
brings to question, was her sliver of 
belly the classroom distraction, or the 
whole ordeal of writing her up and 
her missing class?  

This isn’t to say that dress code 
should be disregarded completely, 
of course, it is needed. Appropri-
ate parts should be covered, and we 
wouldn’t want offensive messages 
on shirts. In the recent past at Leon, 
other dress code articles have been 
published; students have voiced their 
opinion. This leaves us to wonder, 
why hasn’t anything changed? 
  -Daylen Sponholtz

Caroline Kirk
Editorial Editor

A time for us to reflect
Looking at the holiday tree in the 

Leon lobby, I am once again reminded of 
the beauty that surrounds this season of 
family, friendship, thanks and giving. 

It also invigorates me when I see the 
student body excited about this tree and 
participating in service for others during 
this season. 

From drives to fundraisers to carol-
ing to decorating, Leon does it all. And 
the students are the ones making it hap-
pen. 

However strong this group may be, 
there are distinct times of the year we 
each must take to reflect. 

At the end of 2016, I am interested in 
reflecting on my own life and the lives of 
the rest of our student body. 

I often get caught up—we all can 
become caught up—in the monotony 
and ease that sometimes exists in a daily 
routine. I wake up every morning in a 
warm bed, with breakfast in the kitchen 
and siblings preparing for another day at 
school together. 

When everything is not right, when 
my alarm doesn’t go off, when I have to 
wait five extra minutes for my brother to 
come downstairs, I get a little edgy. 

And until reflecting at this very mo-
ment, I don’t even notice the stupidity in 
my attitude. 

How can things so minute affect me 
so much?

I try to express the tenants of joy. I 
walk around school wearing a shirt that 
says “Choose Joy.” I post on Instagram 
about positivity, yet I still struggle to up-
hold those standards.

To me, joy is not the same thing as 
happiness.

 It may provide the same warm feel-
ings, but it differs in how long it lasts 
within me and where it can be found. For 
example, happiness is fleeting while joy 
is ever-present and can be found in every 
situation no matter how “terrible” it may 
seem. 

My sophomore year, I was in Sarah 
Marquez’s English II class. She showed 
us a movie called Life is Beautiful. 

This movie, was my first glimpse at 
the concept of joy. 

In a quick summary, this movie re-
counts the life of a father and son in a 
concentration camp during World War II. 

The father does everything he can to 
hide his son from the horror of the camp, 
and he actually turns their time living and 
working in the camp, into a “game.” 

Sacrificing everything, the father 
finds extreme joy in the time he spends 
with his son, while making the “game” 

flow seamlessly. 
Although they were living in one of 

the most horrific periods in history, they 
were able to find their small piece of joy 
in a deadly and grave situation. 

How can I preach these ideals of joy 
when I get frustrated seeing a random 
student park in my “up-top” parking 
spot? 

I am insane if I try to compare a frac-
tion of my routine troubles to the pain 
and suffering faced in a concentration 
camp.

“Regardless 
of your back-
ground, reli-
gion, race, in-
terests, group, 
talents, or suc-

cess, I urge 
you to reach 
out to a fel-

low classmate, 
teammate, club 

member or 
stranger.”

Clearly, my values and my reactions 
do not match up. 

With this story, I aim to motivate ev-
ery Leon student to look inward this sea-
son. Do you find yourself complaining 
about measly things like the school Wi-
Fi, crowded halls, the bathrooms, school 
lunch choices, homework or athletics?

Don’t fault yourself if you do, be-
cause we all do. I certainly find myself 
complaining. 

Rather, re-frame your thoughts, and 
choose a more positive mindset. 

We should be thankful for the elec-
tronics, phones, computers, etc. that we 
get to carry around school campus. When 
the Wi-Fi takes five extra seconds to load, 
take a look up and around to explore the 
nature or architecture. 

When you actually have to take out 
your headphones, open your mouth, and 
say excuse me to get through the halls, 
consider the positives of your practiced 
communication.

When you don’t think you can do one 
more homework problem or run another 
mile, remember the goals your teachers 
and coaches are pushing you to achieve. 

Leon High School is something spe-
cial. As I have stated before, we have a 
diversity that strengthens the student 

body. 
It brings together a variety of back-

grounds, stories and experiences. I am 
proud to interact with this group every 
day. 

What many do not know is that we 
have approximately 12 registered home-
less families with students who attend 
Leon. 

No, this does not mean they live on 
the streets or have to sleep at school. It 
does mean, however, that they have no 
permanent living situation. 

According to Vice Principal Sarah 
Hembree, we have had a student who 
slept in a storage unit for almost a year. 
It was all they could afford, costing $88 
per month. 

I will probably never know what that 
feels like. I will also never know which 
students belong to this category, unless 
they want to share their story with me. 

I have been blessed with a stable fam-
ily of two parents and three siblings. It is 
during this season that I must remember 
how special my family life is, which I so 
easily take for granted. 

568 Leon students are on free and 
reduced lunch. That is approximately 27 
percent of our student body, who may 
wake up to no breakfast and may go 
home after a long day to no dinner. 

The last three days of exam week and 
over the entirety of Christmas break there 
is no free and reduced lunch. 

I have never felt that hunger. And I 
have never experienced that worry over 
where my next meal will come from. 

I am extremely blessed. And perhaps 
many of you reading this right now are in 
the same situation.

 It’s okay to acknowledge your eco-
nomic privilege. But you must be thank-
ful and generous with those who don’t.

If you are a part of the percentage of 
Leon who has to worry about their next 
meal or where they will sleep tonight, I 
want to express my sincere support. 

Although I do not know who you are, 
and I don’t really know what I can do, 
I want to be a smile that brightens your 
day, a friend who can help you find a lit-
tle joy or even just a listening ear. 

I encourage every Leon student to 
be that connection this holiday season. 
Regardless of your background, religion, 
race, interests, group, talents, or success 
I urge you to reach out to a fellow class-
mate, teammate, club member or strang-
er. 

Share kindness. Be generous. Give 
more. When you walk through the lobby 
and see the holiday tree, I hope it reminds 
you of the strength you can add to our 
school this season, by simply reaching 
out. 
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Felix Romero, a painter for a local 
Tallahassee contracting business, and 
20 other Mexican migrants, attempting 
to cross the border illegally, were aban-
doned by their smugglers. 

Overhead flew an American drone 
searching for runaways. The migrants 
dispersed, running in all different di-
rections, making it more difficult to be 
caught. 

Romero found himself alone in a vast 
and seemingly endless landscape. After a 
few days, he made it over the border, and 
never saw his friends again.  

This is the harsh reality for millions 
of low income immigrants. They sacri-
fice everything for a chance at a life oth-
ers are born into.

 All this hardship is repaid with a life-
time of discrimination from some of the 
people they fought so hard to join. 

Many will claim that the effects of 
immigration on America are negative, 
that it badly influences the U.S. econo-
my, crime rate and overall way of life.

 A specific group that has been thor-
oughly criticized and ridiculed are Latin 
American immigrants.  

Many Latin American immigrants 
come to the United States because there 
are various factors in their countries that 
one way or another deprives them of 
freedom.  

For instance, most Mexican immi-
grants migrate to the U.S. chasing an op-
portunity to get a better paying job. 

 Out of Mexico's population of 120 
million, at least 55.3 million are living 
below the poverty line.  

Some people experience social fac-
tors that give them little choice but to 
emigrate out of their countries. An ex-
ample of this are Columbian drug cartels, 
Peruvian dictators, and Cuba's lack of 
civil rights.

 Those factors have affected many in-
nocent people who are fleeing their coun-
tries in search of safety.  

As immigrants who have faced chal-
lenges in their own countries approach 
the U.S. border, they are then confronted 
with the obstacle of entering in a safe 
fashion. 

As said before, many immigrants 
face death trying to escape from their 
countries only to be greeted by harsh bor-
der conditions.   

Once in the states, the first thing most 
immigrants, legal and illegal, look for are 
jobs.

 Many politicians claim that these 
immigrants are stealing job opportunities 

Build doors, not walls

Maya Levy and Adriana Elias
Editorial Editor and Guest Writer

from native-born U.S. citizens. 
However, this is not the case, in fact, 

according to the Immigration Policy 
Center, research indicates there is little 
connection between immigrant labor 
and unemployment rates of native-born 
workers.  

Also, according to the U.S. Bureau of 
Labor Statistics, almost 26 million peo-
ple or 17 percent of the country’s labor 
force in 2014 was born outside the U.S.

 These workers are more likely to be 
employed by the service industry, while 
native born workers are more likely to 
hold jobs in management, professional, 
sales, and office occupations.

Latin American immigrants are ac-
cused of stealing jobs that in reality na-
tive born workers never apply for. 

Fernando Flores was a certified law-
yer in Peru, but upon moving to the U.S., 
he was unable to continue his profession 
because his certification was not recog-
nized in the U.S.. 

Flores befriended a fellow Peruvian 
who owned a contracting business, and 
later decided to create a contracting busi-
ness of his own here in Tallahassee. Al-
though he makes a good salary, it was a 
struggle having to completely abandon 
the profession that he had gone to school 
for because of difficult regulations en-
forced by the U.S.  

Flores is one of many Latin immi-
grants who have had to abandon a former 
profession once entering the states. 

Many U.S. citizens feel that the ma-
jority of Latin American immigrants 
come to the U.S. and rely heavily on our 
welfare.

 According to the Center for Immi-

gration Studies, in 2012, 51 percent of 
households headed by an immigrant, 
legal or illegal, reported that they use 
at least one welfare program during the 
year compared to 30 percent of native 
households.  

That is only a 21 percent difference.  
Immigrant use of cash programs is 

somewhat higher than natives, 12 percent 
versus 10 percent, though that is only a 
two percent difference.  

One of the biggest reasons why im-
migrants have a higher use of welfare 
programs is because of low levels of 
education.  

According to the Center for Immi-
gration Studies, in 2012, 76 percent of 
households headed by an immigrant who 
had not graduated high school used one 
or more welfare programs, as did 63 per-
cent of households headed by an immi-
grant with only a high school education.  

Low education as well as low job op-
portunities give immigrants no choice 
but to rely on a form of welfare. This 
aside, there is still is not a significant gap 
between immigrant and native depen-
dence on welfare, at least not a difference 
as dramatic as what has previously been 
claimed.

Immigration, in contrast to popular 
belief, actually has a positive impact on 
the American economy.  

A report issued in June 2007 by the 
President's Council of Economic Ad-
visers said, “Immigrants not only help 
fuel the nation's economic growth, but 
also have an overall positive effect on 
the American economy as a whole and 
on the income of native-born American 
workers."  

In 1997, the National Research 
Council estimated the annual wage gain 
due to immigration for U.S. workers to 
be $10 billion each year; in 2007, CEA 
estimated the gain at over $30 billion 
per year. 

So, as hostility towards immigrants 
increases, so does the money that U.S. 
citizens gain because of them.  

Deportation has been the focus of 
many U.S. government officials.

 It is regularly said to be the most 
efficient solution to the exaggerated im-
migrant invasion.

 According to the Pro Con organi-
zation it would take 200,000 buses ex-
tending along a 1700 mile line to deport 
11 million people.  

The U.S. economy is more success-
ful when the country gains immigrants 
than when it loses them.  

Another myth surrounding Latin 
American immigrants is that they bring 
crime. 

According to the conservative 
America's Majority Foundation, crime 
rates from 1999 to 2006 were lowest 
in states with the highest immigration 
growth rates.  

The fact of the matter is our society 
will always find groups of immigrants 
to alienate, whether it be Irish, Japa-
nese, Syrian or Latin American immi-
grants.

Our parents decided to come to 
this country to work hard whether that 
means creating their own business or 
getting a doctorate degree. 

They left all that was familiar to 
them and sacrificed countless relation-
ships to live the so called American 
dream. 

Is the American dream only avail-
able for certain immigrants? Is there a 
standard Latin Americans do not meet?

Millions of Latin American immi-
grants are doing the same thing today 
only to be greeted with physical walls 
and metaphorical ones. 

These walls take the form of citi-
zenship requirements and the money it 
takes to be able to immigrate legally.

These are a people who fight for 
what they believe in and work hard to 
achieve their dreams. Isn’t that the ideal 
American personality?

What our country must realize is 
that we are stronger culturally and eco-
nomically when these immigrants be-
come Americans. 

Our country is a country of immi-
grants both new and old.

We should be proud of that and do 
all we can to celebrate and continue this 
tradition.

Latin American immigrants experience unnessecary 
discrimination in the United States 

This political cartoon shows the mixed messages the U.S. government gives Latin American 
immigrants from promising them a better life to then greeting them with discrimination.                                                  

Picture taken from Pinterest.com
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Flag football for a cause

Ladies of  Distinction strives to give back 

Caroline Dempsy
Online Editor

Cristina Williams
News Editor

Senior Robert Skrob has paired up 
with Interact service club to put on this 
year’s flag football tournament. It was 
scheduled to take place on Dec. 6, but 
had to be rescheduled due to weather 
conditions. 

The tournament was raising money 
for “Toys for Tots,” a non-profit organi-
zation that delivers toys to needy children 
around Christmas time. The event hopes 

Ladies of Distinction, a service club for girls, aims 
to unify girls with different personalities, while also 
working to serve their school and community.

The club provides service opportunities for its 
members that benefit Leon, and its surrounding com-
munity. 

“We try to provide a network and system for the 
girls in our club who are either trying to transition 
from high school to the workforce, or trying to con-
tinue their education,” sponsor Ramona Green said. 

The club seeks to keep with tradition by continuing 
multiple service projects each year. One of the events 
the club participated in this year was the annual Poker 
Run fundraiser for Leon’s Cancer Week. This year, the  
club was lucky enough to have the winning hand.

 “They have been very involved in a variety of 
community service projects for both Leon High School 
and the community outside of school,” principal Billy 
Epting said.

The club also participates in Relay for Life, Home-
coming hall decorations, Teacher Appreciation Week, 

the Black History Luncheon, the cookie 
exchange at Lake Ella and recycling. Last 
year, the club raised more than $1,000 for 
Relay for Life, and hopes to raise $2,000 
this year.

“I always try to challenge the girls 
from year to year to do better than the 
group before them,” Green said.

The club also adopted 17 families 
from different schools around Tallahassee 
to provide a turkey for their Thanksgiv-
ing dinner because the families could not 
afford it. They had a bake sale fundraiser 
to raise the money for the turkeys. For 
Teacher Appreciation Week, the club 
makes punch and cake for the teachers.

“A big part of Ladies of Distinction is 
learning from one another and learning to 
work as a group and to collaborate on different proj-
ects,” Green said.

Green first co-sponsored the club in 2007 and has 
been the sponsor ever since. This year, senior Nekedra 
Williams is the club’s president. Directly underneath 
Williams is vice president Onryll Lewis. Senior Kristin 
McGill is the secretary and senior Jasmine Howard is 

to bring in at least $150 for this cause.
For the past six years, the tournament 

has been put on by Interact alone, but 
Skrob was asked by his peers this year 

to help with the efforts. Skrob set up a 
website prior to the event, leonflagfoot-
ball.com, so that students would be able 
to sign up for the event more easily.

Interact is in charge of providing vol-
unteers for the tournament and collecting 
the funds to give to Toys for Tots. 

“We are hoping to raise as much mon-
ey as we can while making it a fun event 
for all of the teams involved,” Interact 
president Jack Wingate said. “Since this 
is one of [Interact’s] most popular fund-
raisers for December, we want to make it 
the best it can be.”

Funds are being raised through the 
fee that is charged to create a team for 
the tournament, which is $3 per player.

“We’re hoping to have a big turn out 
this year,” Interact vice president Gabby 
Colon said.

Senior Josh Wallenfelsz participated 
in the tournament last year and is looking 
forward to doing so again this year.

“It’s always a fun event to take part 
in every year since it’s for a good cause,” 
Wallenfelsz said, “and a little bit of 
friendly competition is just a bonus.”

The flag football tournament benefitting “Toys for Tots” will be held on the football field.
Gray Kinch

the treasurer. 
“Ladies of Distinction, to me, is a club full of 

wonderful girls who strive to make a difference in our 
community,” Williams said.

Ladies of Distinction has over 30 participants and 
is growing every year. It has open enrollment through-
out the school year and an application is filled out to 
enroll. 

Club volunteers locally to help those in need

photo courtesy of Ramona Green
Members of Ladies of Distinction volunteered at Lake Ella Manor to spread 
holiday cheer.

Annual tourna-
ment hosted to 
raise money for 

Toys for Tots
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Caroline Dempsey
Online Editor

Skelly dances to success
After his winning perfor-

mance last year at the Country 
Dance World Championships, 
math teacher Arthur Skelly is 
looking to repeat his success, 
despite a previous knee injury.

During a dance rehearsal 
earlier this year, Skelly tore his 
meniscus and as a result under-
went surgery and rehabilitation.

“I was definitely worried 
about being able to dance,” 
Skelly said. 

“I was worried it would be-
come a chronic problem, and I 
didn’t want pain all the time.”

After throwing himself into 
rehabilitation, Skelly’s next con-
cern was learning a brand new 
routine and a modified routine.

Although concerned about 
his knee and learning the new 
and unfamiliar muscle memory 
of the dance, Skelly and his part-
ner Pamela Harrell not only won 
with their new dance, but came 
second overall in the Dallas 
Dance Festival.

The competitions are com-
posed of many different styles of 
dance, all to country music. 

The dif-
ferent cat-
egories of 
dance are 
the triple 
two, polka, 
n ightc lub , 
c h a - c h a , 
waltz, two-
step, east 
coast swing 
and west 
coast swing.

W h i l e 
couples are 
only re-
quired to do 
a minimum 
of five, 
Skelly and 
Harrell al-
ways com-
pete in all 
eight dance 
styles.

The dif-
ficulty of mastering all of 
these styles is quite obvious. 

“You have eight different 
dance, different choreography, 
and different music,” Skelly 
said. “The guy leads so I am 
always having to think of what 
I am doing and what follows.”

Skelly met his dance part-

ner Harrell at a dance work-
shop preparing for a competi-
tion in Panama City. 

Harrell says the two were 
both partner less, paired up that 
night and the chemistry instant-
ly followed.

“That’s what sets us apart 
from the other partners,” Har-

rell said. 
“The in-

stant chemis-
try, we have 
a brother and 
sister bond, 
and danc-
ing with him 
is absolutely 
amazing.” 

The two 
began prepar-
ing for their  
first competi-
tion that fol-
lowing Janu-
ary, and the 
two competed 
in their first 
compet i t ion 
in March of 
2014.

 The two 
practice from 
six to eight 
hours and ev-

ery moment is filled with chem-
istry and fun. 

Harrell says she was deeply 
affected by Skelly’s injury. It 
struck her as though it was her 
own injury, and all she could 
focus on was his recovery and 
rehabilitation.

“I felt like a fish out of wa-

Nadaley Jones and Han-
nah Rodriguez

High Life Staff

Teacher Art Skelly and dance partner Harell Pamela preform at their winning 
competition at the Country Damce World Championships last year. 

photo courtesy of Art Skelly

Four freshmen rise above 

 Mane Event, Leon’s renowned 
acappella group, has recently introduced 
four freshmen to their squad, a change 
from last year’s group, which only had 
one freshman. Everett Reed, John Mal-
ley, Ansley Garrison and Julian Lee Sur-
sin all made the cut this year.

Mane Event director, Tabitha Peck, 
has never had this many freshmen in her 
years of leading the group.

The reaction of getting selected to 
be a part of this group was unanimous 
among them all; each were surprised and 
honored. 

Garrison was particularly surprised 
because she believed her audition to be 
“the worst thing [she] had ever done.”

Peck noted that there were particular 
things she looks for in  musicians when 
they are auditioning.

“Each singer must be capable of 
staying in the same key when they begin 
and end a song,” Peck said. “Their audi-
tion is acappella.  Beauty in the tone is a 
must, as well as flexibility in the voice.”

Malley made sure to go in to the au-
dition with no expectations, so he would 
not have to face disappointment had the 
outcome been different.

 Malley is not the typical outgoing 
Mane Event member you would expect 
to see, but with the right group, he feels 
comfortable enough to open up and be 
his true self.

“Either you can’t get me to talk or 
you can’t get me to shut up,” Malley said 
of his introverted tendencies.

 Not only does Mane Event look for 
talented singers, but having an outgoing 
personality can certainly help with stage 
presence. 

Thankfully, Malley’s acting experi-
ence, being a part of Thespians, helps 
him with his confidence on stage.

Garrison, on the other hand, has no 
problem with performing, stating that 
it is her favorite part of being in Mane 
Event.

The agreed upon consensus of these 
freshmen is that, while one might think it 
would be intimidating to be a freshmen 
in an all-grades acappella group, the rest 
of the group makes them feel comfort-
able with their accepting ways. 

The returning sophomore who held 
the spot as the sole freshman last year is 
Jackson Knight. Because he knows what 
it is like to be the youngest in the group, 
he made sure this year to treat the new 
freshmen with the same respect he was 
treated with.

“I know what it’s like, I really do, 

Mane Event freshmen, Ansley Garrison, Everett Reed, John Malley, amd Julian Lee Sursin, 
are the largest number of freshmen the group has ever had.

Gray Kinch

Mane Event 
welcomes re-

cord number of 
freshmen

ter, without my partner. All of 
that practice time that I was so 
used to was just gone,” Harrell 
said. 

“All I could do was focus 
on how I could help him getting 
better without pushing him.” 

After Skelly’s rehabilita-
tion process was completed, and 
Pamela and he began to dance 
again, she says it was as though 
a weight had been lifted off of 
her chest.

“He came back with a ven-
geance, absolutely ready to 
train, compete and win at our 
next competition,” Harrell said.

Harrell says the environ-
ment in the competition space 
is what keeps the two of them 
returning to dance each compe-
tition.

“It’s very friendly,”  H a r -
rel said. “We are treated with 
respect and there’s a warm and 
friendly atmosphere that we 
cannot get enough of.”

Seeing their practice time 
and dedication pay off gives 
huge self reward. 

This year, the two’s goal is 
to only advance further in the 
competition and go to Nashville 
Tennessee, where the world 
competition is being held.

and it’s easy for me to put myself in their 
shoes and remember to welcome them 
into the family the same way that I was,” 
Knight said.

The only possible intimidating thing, 
according to Garrison, can be the extraor-
dinary talent of the veteran members.

“When they sing, you can’t help but 
feel a little out of place because they are 
all so phenomenal,” Garrison said.

Reed agrees with the fact that the tal-
ent of this group is like nothing he has 
ever experienced before.

“The people in Mane Event, and the 

things that we are able to do as a group, 
is so incredible,” Reed said. “No one is in 
there to be better than anyone else, just to 
make our sound beautiful.”

Mane Event is comprised of four 
groups of singers, each with a differing 
sound. The female singers are separated 
in to soprano, the higher of the two, and 
alto, the lower of the two, which Garri-
son is a part of. 

The boys are separated into tenor, the 
higher of the two, and bass, the lower of 
the two. Reed, Malley and Lee Sursin are 
a part of the lower level group.
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According to a study 
completed by The Wash-
ington Times, roughly 90 
percent of Americans cel-
ebrate Christmas.  

Junior Kellen Long is 
one of the many who join 
in celebrating this holiday. 

“Christmas, to me, is 
where I get to spend time 
with my family,” Long said. 
“We celebrate the things 
that we’re grateful for, and 
what Jesus did for us.”

When it comes to 
Christmas traditions, Long 
has a few favorites. 

Every year on Christmas 
Eve, he reads The Night 
Before Christmas to his 

Kellen Long
Christmas

little sister. The following 
morning, he gives her a 
“gift,” which is often vari-
ous household objects he 
has found and wrapped.

For example, one year 
Kellen gave his sister a vac-
uum cleaner, and another a 
box of Oreos.

The Long family’s 
Christmas feast is a great 
deal like Thanksgiving. 
They have turkey, stuff-
ing and, Kellen’s personal 
favorite, sweet potato cas-
serole. 

“My favorite parts 
about Christmas are eat-
ing, seeing my whole family 
and giving and receiving 

presents,” Kellen said. “In 
that order.” 

Not all of Kellen’s 
Christmas experiences have 
been picture perfect.

When Kellen was 
younger, his parents 
bought him an electric 
scooter. Caught up in the 
excitement of the new gift, 
Kellen somehow managed 
to run into his neighbor’s 
car, and injured himself. 
This became his least favor-
ite Christmas memory.

This coming Christmas, 
the Long family plans to 
travel to a surprise desti-
nation, beginning a new 
family tradition.

Mirah Abulaban
Ramadan, Eid Al-Fitr, and Eid Al-Adha

Max Manausa
Hanukkah

Sophomore Mirah Abulaban has 
grown up in a Muslim household. 
She celebrates the Muslim holidays 
Ramadan, Eid Al-Fitr and Eid Al-Ad-
ha every year.

Ramadan is a month when Mus-
lims fast during the daylight hours, 
and try and be on their best behav-
ior. 

 Both Eid Al-Fitr and Eid Al-Adha 
last for three days. 

Eid Al-Fitr marks the end of Ra-
madan. Traditionally on Eid Al-Fitr 
Abulaban, her family and other 
Muslims in town gather to pray. 
They then spend time with their 
families, celebrate and exchange 
gifts. 

Although everybody receives 
gifts, Abulaban says the main fo-
cus of the day is to give to those in 

need. 
Many Muslims donate money at 

the mosques. 
“The purpose of Ramadan is to 

be thankful for what we have,” Abu-
laban said. 

On Eid Al-Adha Muslims cel-
ebrate the many people who took 
the pilgrimage to Mecca and per-
formed the Hajj, which is a pilgrim-
age to Mecca. 

Muslims are required to do this 
at least once in their life.

“What I love most about cel-
ebrating these holidays is that it 
brings me closer to my faith along 
with being surrounded by the peo-
ple I love most,” Abulaban said. 

In 2017, Ramadan will begin 
Saturday, May 27, 2017 and will 
continue to Sunday, June 25.

Junior Max Manausa has grown 
up celebrating not only Christmas 
every year, but also Hanukkah.

Hanukkah is a Jewish Holi-
day which celebrates the de-
feat of the Greek-Syrians by the 
Jews in the Maccabean revolt.  
 The Greek Syrians were op-
pressing and persecuting  the Jew-
ish people.

To celebrate the defeat, the Jew-
ish people decided to light a meno-
rah. One nights worth of oil lasted 
for eight days and nights. This is 
how Hanukkah began.

Hanukkah is celebrated by light-
ing a Menorah every night. It starts 
on Dec. 24 this year and ends on 
Jan. 1.

Manausa’s mom is Jewish, while 
his dad is Catholic. Like his mom, 

Manausa is Jewish. 
However, Manausa attended 

Trinity Catholic School.
  To celebrate Hanukkah, 

Manausa and his family light the 
menorah,  which is a candelabrum 
with nine branches.

 They also say blessings and ex-
change gifts. This holiday happens 
over a span of eight days. 

When Manausa is older, he 
would like to celebrate the morals 
and lessons of both Catholicism 
and Judaism, and less of the spe-
cifics. 

Overall, Manausa enjoys cel-
ebrating both holidays. 

“I like [celebrating both holi-
days] because I get to spend more 
time with my family,” Manausa 
said.  
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Andrew Schaefer
Atheist

As an atheist who was 
raised in a Christian family, 
junior Andrew Schaefer’s 
perspective on the holiday 
season has its own unique 
point of view.

Although he does not 
believe in a higher entity, 
Schaefer still celebrates 
Christmas. In his case, 
Christmas is an opportu-
nity for families to come 
together and spend time 
with each other, rather 
than a time to honor the 
birth of Jesus Christ. 

As many families do on 
Christmas, Schaefer both 
gives and receives gifts as 
a tradition during the holi-

day season.
Schaefer began believ-

ing in the idea of atheism as 
a sixth grader at Cobb Mid-
dle School. The idea of hav-
ing “faith” in something was 
not appealing in his mind, 
and for this reason, he left 
the religion of Christianity. 

“I’m fascinated by the 
church,” Schaefer said. “Ev-
eryone comes together to 
follow a single belief.”

Schaefer believes that 
Jesus was a real person, 
but does not believe in the 
miracles that he performed. 
In the same way, Schaefer 
disagrees with the biblical 
statement that Mary was a 

virgin when she gave birth 
to Jesus, but instead she 
lied about her pregnancy in 
order to avoid social humili-
ation.

The thought that many 
Christians tend to focus 
more on gift giving, instead 
of the birth of Jesus, dis-
turbs Schaefer.

“I think it’s sad that 
Christmas started out as 
a celebration of Jesus,” 
Schaefer said. “Now it has 
become about who can 
spend the most money.”

Schaeffer lives by the 
philosophy of “do what you 
can while you’re alive,” and 
enjoys the holiday season.

Kiara Thompson
Kwanzaa

Sophomore Kiara Thompson cel-
ebrates both Kwanzaa and Christ-
mas every year.

Both of her parents want to cel-
ebrate both holidays, but her dad is 
the one who encouraged the family 
to celebrate Kwanzaa.

 “He wanted us to have more ex-
periences with different kinds of cul-
tures,” Thompson said.

According to Thompson, Kwan-
zaa began when an African Ameri-
can man felt African-Americans 
were losing touch with their culture. 
Kwanzaa starts on Dec. 26 and ends  
Jan. 1. 

This holiday emphasizes sup-
porting each other, and the African 
-American community. It wants to 
help African-Americans reconnect 
with their culture by meditation and 
studying the seven principles.  It also 

stresses the importance of friend-
ship and partnership.

Kwanzaa is celebrated over 
seven days. This holiday includes 
lighting a candle on a kinara each 
night, celebrating a different prin-
ciple each day, singing songs, gift 
exchanges, and a feast. 

The different principles are 
Umoja, which means unity, Ku-
jichagulia, which means self-de-
termination, Ujima, which means 
collective work and responsibil-
ity, Ujamaa which is cooperative 
economics, Nia which is purpose, 
Kuumba which is creativity, and 
Imani which is faith. Each day they 
also try and do something related 
to the principle of that day.

Thompson enjoys celebrating 
Kwanzaa, and would like to contin-
ue celebrating it when she is older.

Dikksha Jangra
Diwali and Dussehra

     In the midst of the everyday 
pressures that come along with 
high school, sophomore Dikksha 
Jangra holds onto her Indian reli-
gious beliefs and traditions.

 About two and a half years ago, 
Jangra moved from her homeland 
of India to America, leaving behind 
both the comfort of her Hindu 
community and her friends.

Although she no longer has im-
mediate access to an Indian com-
munity, she makes due with others 
who share her traditions here. 

Jangra celebrates Diwali and 
Dusshera, two Hindu holidays 
which stories go hand in hand. 

Diwali, the Festival of Lights, 
is celebrated in either October or 
November annually. The Indian 
culture celebrates the story of King 

Ram’s return to Ayodhya after 
he defeated Ravana by light-
ing rows of clay lamps. 
     The Hindu people create a 
replica of Ravana, the demon 
king who stole Ram’s wife, and 
set him on fire with firecrackers 
and fireworks as part of the tra-
dition.

“When I lived in India, my 
friends and I once set off a bot-
tle rocket, and my friend’s shed 
caught on fire,” Jangra said. “But 
it was very funny.”

Dussehra celebrates the vic-
tory of good over evil, relating 
to the Holy Book’s story of Ram. 
The date of this holiday varies 
depending upon the alignment 
of the stars, but is typically dur-
ing the winter season. 
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Gordon sells cookies to feed family

Senior aspires to attend veterinary school
“Commonly it is high school or col-

lege students who are looking to gain ex-
perience and validate that this is the field 
they want to be in,” Jansen said. 

Thomas completed job training, drug 
testing and a background check before he 
could start working.

“Michael is a great employee,” Jan-
sen said.

“He’s always early to work and 
jumps right in. He does the jobs no one 
else wants to do and never complains. 
He’s always positive while at work and 
never has to be told to do anything.”

Due to still being in high school, 
Thomas currently only works on week-
ends, but over the summer he is able to 
work full time. 

Thomas also receives volunteer 
hours for watching surgeries in the office. 

“Once there was a cat that got shot in 
the leg,” Thomas said. 

“I was able to watch the surgery and 
saw them take the bullet of its leg.” 

Thomas’ least favorite part about the 
job is having to inform owners that their 
pet has to be put down.

“It is hard having to be the one to tell 
someone that they have to put their dog 
down because it is an emotional subject,” 
Thomas said.

When he is not working, Thomas en-
joys the outdoors, hunting, fishing and 

Through his job as a kennel techni-
cian at North Florida Animal Hospital, 
senior Michael Thomas is hoping to 
achieve his dream of becoming a veteri-
narian.

“I want to go to veterinary school be-
cause of my love for animals,” Thomas 
said. “It makes me happy to know that  I 
can help someone’s injured family mem-
ber.”

As a kennel technician, Thomas is 
responsible for taking care of all of the 
dogs that are boarding. Mostly, this con-
sists of grooming, and making sure the 
animals are comfortable and well taken 
care of in the kennel. 

“I have always been interested in be-
ing a vet,” Thomas said. “I’ve always 
had dogs around the house and enjoyed 
taking care of them.”

Thomas has two black Labrador Re-
trievers, Huntley and Tally.

Thomas has seen a variety of ani-
mals come into the hospital from ferrets 
to birds, to dogs and cats. His favorite 
animals are dogs and currently has two 
black labs. 

Thomas began working at NFAH un-
der Kennel Manager Whitney Jansen the 
summer before his junior year. 

photo courtesy of Michael Thomas
Senior Michael Thomas works part-time at North Florida Animal Hospital as a ken-
nel technician. He hopes to attend Auburn University for veterinary school.

This Thanksgiving, sopho-
more Arkia Gordon raised mon-
ey to help her friend and family 
prepare their holiday meal.

Gordon started selling the 
cookies in September at school 
for 75 cents, and raised $130.

Gordon’s friend, Ionica 
Jackson,  is the oldest of her two 
sisters and three brothers. Jack-
son’s parents lost both of their 
food-service jobs over the sum-
mer. 

“I didn’t know that it hap-
pened until she finally broke 
down crying to me,” Gordon 
said.  

Gordon got her idea from 
her church’s youth group “The 
Walk,” which has sold baked 
goods for families in need in the 
past. 

“Almost everyone takes 
Thanksgiving for granted, what 
happened to my friend shows 
how much we need to help other 
people,” Gordon said.

“I didn’t want to ask my 
parents for the money because I 
wanted to do it myself.”

Gordon has always loved 
making people smile.

 “It makes me feel better 
when I make other people hap-
py,” Gordon said.  

Gordon’s family has always 

been helping others in need, 
ever since Gordon was a little 
girl. 

With the influence of her 
mother and grandmother, Gor-
don feels that life is too short not 
to help someone. 

“My mom always taught me 
that I should give others clothes 
instead of shopping for clothes,” 

Gordon said. “My grandmother 
is also always giving her things 
away to help families in need.”

Gordon sees this as an ex-
ample of how you never know 
what people are going through. 

“Imagine if everyone had 
a bubble on top of their head 
saying what they were going 
through,” Gordon said.

“There would be a lot of 
bubbles around school. That’s 
why helping and being nice to 
people is always important.”

Gordon surprised Jackson 
by asking if she wanted to hang 
out, but instead, showed up to 
her house with the turkey and 
side dishes.

“I was in a state of shock 

when it happened,” Jackson 
said. 

Jackson and her family be-
gan crying when she saw the 
food that Gordon prepared.

“Arkia reminded me how 
the actions of one person can 
have such a great impact,” Jack-
son said. “It is nice to have a 
friend that cares about me that 
much.”

 Gordon has always had a 
strong relationship with Jackson 
ever since they met in the eighth 
grade at Scholars Middle School 
in Thomasville, Georgia. 

 “I would do this for any of 
my friends,” Gordon said. 

“I love my friends and I take 
my friendships very seriously. 
Seeing my friend go through 
this really hurt me inside and I 
had to help out.”

Gordon helps out at a center 
in Thomasville that helps fami-
lies in similar situations. She 
donates old clothes and blankets 
to them.  

“I do these things because 
I think everyone should help 
someone,” Gordon said. “You 
could find yourself in the same 
situation one day, and I know I 
would want one of my friends to 
be there for me.”

Gordon will also sell cook-
ies for Jackson’s family to help 
them buy presents for Christ-
mas.

playing golf. 
Thomas is planning on majoring in 

biology at the University of Mississippi 
for his undergraduate studies, and then 
applying to Auburn University for veteri-
nary school. 

After college Thomas hopes to begin 
working in a veterinary office, and then 
eventually open his own practice.

“My entire life I have been around 
animals,” Thomas said. “I have never 
known what it is like to not have pets.”

Gray Kinch
Sophomore Arkia Gordon started selling cookies at school for 75 cents in September in order to help 
out families in need.
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Almost always, people are 
looking at the athletes on the 
court. The glory and admiration 
are reserved solely for those 
competing. 

It is always about the game 
winning kills and the amazing 
digs. The athletes are always in 
the spotlight, and don’t get me 
wrong, they definitely deserve 
it.

However, I think it is time 
that someone says how impor-
tant all the students who make 
up the fan section are.

I truly believe that many of 
the tight, five set matches we 
won in the Lion’s Den, may 
have turned out differently with-
out the support of the student 
section.

I don’t think students under-
stand how big of an impact they 
make when they are cheering 
their hearts out and giving just 
as much effort as much as we 
are.

When I am back on the ser-
vice line and I hear people chant-
ing my name, or our team hears  
the classic, “boomyakashaw,” 
after someone gets an amazing 
kill, the feeling is indescribable.

It gives us so much momen-
tum and so much confidence to 
keep playing that it can some-
times be the difference between 
a win and a loss.

Now that volleyball season 
has ended, and I have the op-
portunity to be a part of the fan 
section, and I just wish we could 
spread this spirit and enthusiasm 
to every sport at Leon.

The feeling of confidence 
and excitement you get from 
fans while playing is one that 
I want every athlete to experi-
ence.

It is the season for soccer, 
basketball, softball, baseball 
and lacrosse.

I want those games to be just 
as exciting as it when we played 
Lincoln or Chiles at home, but 
it’s up to us as students to make 
that happen.

Not every sport is fast-paced 
and exciting on its own, but that 
could be easily changed by the 
atmosphere a student section 
could bring.

Now that I will be one of 
the ones in the stands, I hope 
everyone will join me in trying 
to make every game feel special. 

More im-
portant 

than you 
think 

photo courtesy of Presley Reeves
The Leon girls varsity soccer team is setting its goals higher this year by 
hoping to go all the way to state.

The girls varsity soccer team 
has set their goals much higher 
this season, expecting more out 
of themselves than ever before.

According to junior Kate 
Carter, this came after the end 
of last year’s season. 

Last season the Lions went 
undefeated in their district, but 
lost some non district matches 
that they could have won.

“We basically came to the 
realization that we really can 
compete with teams outside of 
Tallahassee,” Carter said. “We 
have the ability this year to be 
able to make a run for it.”

While in the past the team 
has had the mindset of making it 
as far as possible, this year there 
is a definitive goal of earning a 
state title.

The team has a much more 
competitive atmosphere and is 
focused on trying to play pos-
session-oriented soccer.

With a very top heavy team, 
comprised of mostly juniors 
and seniors, there is an invalu-
able amount of leadership on 
the team.

“The seniors take charge and 
make sure everything gets done 

and everything is seri-
ous,” freshman Ashley 
Fink said. “They hype  
everyone up and make 
sure no one is down on 
themselves about how 
they are playing.”

The few under-
classmen on the team 
have stepped up as 
well, following the role 
of the upperclassmen.

“The freshmen 
and sophomores bring 
a lot of charisma that  
translates well onto the 
field,” Carter said.

This charisma 
stems from the confi-
dence the seniors instill 
in the younger girls.

“It has honestly 
changed me a lot,” Fink 
added. “It has made 
me a better player and 
teammate. I’m  more 
supportive and  have 
more confidence when 
I play.”

The girls believe this, along 
with the chemistry the team is 
already demonstrating this sea-
son, is a huge contributor to her 
success. 

The team is extremely close 

both on the field and off, how-
ever they can easily change their 
mindset when it is game time.

“When we get on the field, 
it’s business,” Carter said. “I 
like how we can separate work 
from play.”

Although the idea of going 

With the departure of the 
talented duo Will Stone and 
Drew Brown, along with the 
temporary leave of head coach 
Kevin Record, the boys tennis 
team will be looking to the up-
perclassmen for much needed 
leadership this season. 

Seniors Scott Epting and 
Dallas Lambert along with ju-
nior Kellen Long are ready 
and willing to take on this role, 
while also battling for the top 
three spots on the team. How-
ever, they know the job will not 
be easy. 

“Obviously it’s going to be 
hard to follow Will and Drew,” 
Epting said. “They were so vo-
cal, talented and everyone loved 
them.”

However, all three have re-
ally tried to step into their roles 
during Record’s absence. 

While the team has not yet 
held their tournament to deter-
mine rankings, this trio is pro-
jected to be the ones fighting for 
the coveted  number one spot. 

Long has been competing 
in tournaments almost every 
weekend since the summer to 
train for this season. 

“My goal is to just play 

to state originated with only a 
few players on the team, the 
idea has been instilled in every 
member of the team.

According to the upper-
classmen, they can see everyone 
on the team has bought into their 
goal, making it very achievable.

tons of matches and get better,” 
Long said. “I just work my butt 
off. That’s how I plan to win 
my matches, outwork the kid I 
play.”

Epting takes a similar ap-
proach to the court, attributing  
his skill to natural ability and 
athleticism. He also has a pas-
sion that stems from watching 
his brother play. 

“My brother played, and I 
grew up watching him,” Epting 

said. “I learned from what he 
did.”

Lambert, however, takes 
a more mental approach to the 
game.

“I just understand the game,” 
Lambert said. “I can place the 
ball where I want to, which is 
very helpful when I’m playing.”

According to the upperclass-
men there is a pretty significant 
skill gap between them and the 
younger players on the team 

who don’t have as much experi-
ence playing. However, they are 
confident in the improvement 
of the team under Record, who 
brings something intangible to 
the younger players.

“He’s been back for a month 
and there’s already so much im-
provement,” Long said. “With 
coach back, the new kids know 
what they’re getting into and 
they’re definitely working hard-
er.”

According to Epting, the 
spirit and motivation Record 
brings is what he hopes will in-
spire the future of the program.

“Coach being back is so 
positive for the younger kids,” 
Epting said. “He will be what 
makes them want to keep play-
ing.”

The tennis team has come 
to be known as a dynasty in the 
State of Florida. The team has 
had 14 consecutive district titles 
along with  being the Class 3A 
state runner-ups the past two 
years. While this is definitely 
a rebuilding year for the team, 
they are hopeful they will be 
able to keep the streak alive.

“I definitely want to win, 
and will be the leader I have to 
be,” Epting said. “I’m not trying 
to break all these streaks.

photo courtesy of Scott Epting
Senior tennis team boys Dallas Lambert, Scott Epting and junior 
Kellen Long.
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Senior leads weightlifting team

Melissa Yoshikawa
Senior Clare Yoshikawa lifts a weight as she prepares for a competi-
tion.

Senior weightlifter Clare Yoshikawa 
is looking to go to state for the first time 
after missing last year due to an injury.

 Yoshikawa tore her pectoral muscle 
after intense training and couldn’t com-
pete to qualify for the state competition.

“It would’ve been cool to go to 
state,” Yoshikawa said. “But it was nice 
that the two girls who qualified got to 
go.”

Qualifying for state this year de-
pends on her performance in districts 
this January.

Yoshikawa has been lifting weights 
since her freshman year, despite only 
joining the team last year. Her sister, 
Melissa Yoshikawa, was a part of the 
Leon team and Clare would go with her 
to workouts.

“I tagged along and just found that 
I had a passion for it,” Yoshikawa said.

The Leon team is fairly laid back, 
but she works out for an hour and a half 
every day outside of Leon practices and 
must keep a close eye on her nutrition 
and sleep patterns.

“The hardest part is just the amount 
of dedication it takes,” Yoshikawa said. 

“You have to work day in and day 
out to gain the amount of muscle you 
need to compete.”

Weightlifting is an individual sport, 
but the team works out together and en-

courages one other at meets and during 
practices. 

The team aspect of weightlifting is 
something that Yoshikawa appreciates 
about the sport. 

“Working out is more fun when 
you’re with other people,” Yoshikawa 
said. “We all push each other and it 
makes it less serious.”

Placing first, second or third earns 
the Leon team a certain number of points 
and at the end of the meet the team with 
the most points wins.

“It’s a sport in which you’re really 
competing against yourself, so you find 
yourself rooting for everyone, even peo-
ple on other teams,” Yoshikawa said.

Head coach Allison Pridgeon is 
thankful to have a leader like Yoshikawa 
on the team to help in her first year as 
coach.

“I would be lost without Clare,” Prid-
geon said. “She’s very focused and very 
driven in doing things the right way.”

With her extensive knowledge about  
weightlifting, Yoshikawa often helps her 
team during practices and competitions.

“She’s very serious about weight lift-
ing and her form,” junior Tabitha Coon 
said. “She helps me get my bench press 
better and is a great athlete to have on the 
team.”

It is evident to Yoshikawa that there 
was a societal stereotype regarding wom-
en and weightlifting.

“It used to be that women shouldn’t 

Lacrosse team makes headway
With the departure of their head coach Marko 

White, along with some very impactful senior captains, 
the lacrosse team is entering a rebuilding year, and look-
ing to make changes that will lay the foundation for a 
very successful year.

“We don’t have the same strong authority figure as 
before,” junior Portland Janus said. “Now that he’s gone 
it’s going to take time to put our trust in to a new coach 
which may bring difficulties.”

Under this construction period, however, the team 
has instituted new offseason conditioning sessions that 
many believe will benefit the team during their short, 
but jam-packed season.

“Last year conditioning issues were a problem go-
ing down the stretch of the season,” junior Shane Shive-
ly said. “I definitely see where the coach is coming from 
and it’s smart. He just wants us to be in the best position 
to win games.”

The team started holding open workouts twice a 
week during the preseason for anyone interested in the 
team along with returning players. The team’s condi-
tioning requirements have been raised for this year and 
the extra workouts have been effective for the players 
that go.

Since season has not officially started for the Lions, 
the conditioning and practices the team is doing is com-
pletely run by the players, specifically Shively, who was 
a captain last year. However, the absence of coaches has 
not affected the motivation of the players. 

“I feel like we are doing a good job of pushing our-
selves,” Janus said. “Our returners are doing a good job 
of pushing people to get better before the season starts.”

Besides the physical benefits of this new training, 
the chemistry of the team has improved as well. With a 

very top heavy team coupled with many freshmen and 
sophomores who are beginners, there is a significant 
skill gap throughout the team.

“It helps the younger players who haven’t played 
before or aren’t very good to learn the game and get 
better with their stick skills,” sophomore Drake Bishop 
said. “Sometimes we just have to hang out or watch 
film, but it was always about trying to get everyone to-
gether and letting everyone get to know each other.”

Along with conditioning, the team meets up every 
Sunday to throw the ball around, scrimmage and bond. 

The returning players have been trying to show the 

new players how the team runs.
“Having more team bonding is going to help the 

new guys get used to the team,” Bishop said. “The more 
that they’re around the older guys, the more they learn 
what they are supposed to do and how they are supposed 
to act and it helps them get better at the game.”

Most of the players also competed with the North 
Florida Lacrosse club, on a team comprised of only 
Leon players. 

This experience and opportunity to play together 
could prove to have a very positive impact on the team 
moving forward, as well as affect the atmosphere of the 
team, compared to previous years.

“It could definitely be better, or it could be worse,” 
Shively said. “It’s going to really depend on the team’s 
work ethic, motivation, seriousness and how the prac-
tices go, but I’m definitely hoping for the best.”

Last year the team’s goal was to win 10 games in 
the season. They accomplished their goal with a record 
of 10-8. With higher expectations for themselves this 
year, the team has set the ambitious goal of having a 
12-6 record and winning districts, a feat that hasn’t been 
accomplished in many years.

With the motivation of the team to learn coupled 
with the leadership of the returners, however, it is a goal 
that they feel very confident about achieving. 

The team has been getting the word out about la-
crosse to try to have a big turnout at tryouts.

“The more people we get out to tryouts, the more 
people we get to have on the varsity team,” Bishop said.

Recently, head coach Marko White left the Leon 
team due to a job offer in Denver, Colorado. The news 
came as a surprise to the team. Former assistant Louis 
Albasi will be taking over as head coach. 

“It’s a transition,” Shively said. “But we’re in very 
capable hands.”

lift because 
women are 
supposed to be 
small and skin-
ny,” Yoshikawa 
said. 

“But now 
more women are 
getting involved 
with activities 
like weightlift-
ing and  cross-
fit and there is 
nothing wrong 
with women 
putting on mus-
cle.”

There is also 
the comment 
that boys are 
stronger than 
women.

“I mean, it is 
a biological fact 
that boys are 
stronger,” Yo-
shikawa said.

 “But if you 
go by how much 
a person can lift 
in comparison to their weight, women 
are very strong.

Weightlifting is not a popular sport at 
Leon, but Yoshikawa takes pride in her 
athleticism and her team.

“If you’re really strong and good 

at what you do, no matter what you do, 
it gives you confidence and that’s what 
weightlifting does for me,” Yoshikawa 
said.

Yoshikawa plans to lift in college fol-
lowing a good season this year.

photo courtesy of the Tallahassee Democrat

Senior captain Shane Shively throws a ball during a game 
last season.



Sports December 2016The Leon High Life 11

Christna Hoffman
Sports Editor

Christna Hoffman
Sports Editor

The road to nationals continues

The Leon cheerleading competition 
team recently competed at the Universal 
Cheerleader Association (UCA) Region-
als in Tampa, Florida where they placed 
first in the game day competition, placed 
eighth in the medium varsity division 
and received a bid to Nationals. 

Since this was the only competition 
where teams could receive a bid for Na-
tionals, cheerleading  teams from all over 
Florida came to compete.

According to captain of the compe-
tition team Zyaire Williams, Leon is the 
first cheerleading team  in Leon County 
so far to make it to Nationals. 

Senior Emily Fenton describes the 
moment the team found out they had re-
ceived a bid to nationals as “magical,” as 
this has been a goal of theirs.

Last year at the FHSAA state compe-
tition, the Lions placed first in the large 
non tumbling division. 

They moved on to finals and placed 
second in Florida. That was the first time 
that Leon’s cheerleading team placed and 
made it to finals.

However, the team returned with 
more experience this season and more 
tumbling ability.  

“We’ve gone nowhere but up since 

Cheerleading performs successfully at UCA Regionals

Wrestling team has high hopes for season

last season,” Williams said. “Now that 
we have received two bids to Nationals, 
we are going to keep working hard and 
striving to be the best. Many people don’t 
get the chance to receive a bid for Na-
tionals so we are beyond grateful for this 
once in a lifetime opportunity.” 

The whole team is appreciative that 
they have made it this far, and they are all 
willing to put in “two-hundred percent” 
in order to make it to the top. 

“I am really proud of my team, but I 

think that we have a lot of work to do,” 
sophomore Iman Baker said. “I know 
that we can make it happen. Next compe-
tition we will be ready.” 

Fenton commented that the team was 
a little disappointed with their perfor-
mance because they believed they could 
have done better.

“We were all a little disappointed in 
our performance,” Fenton said. “But our 
coaches reminded us how early on in the 
season it is and how we just have to work 

Last season, the wrestling team took home a 
surprising number of wins, and they plan on doing the 
same this season. 

Two seasons ago Leon sent four wrestlers to 
the FSHAA Finals, three of which qualified for the 
state tournament as well. This was the first time this 
happened in Leon’s history.

One of these wrestlers, Gabe Beyer, graduated last 
year leaving the team in the hands of J.T. Grant, this 
season’s captain.

“I hope to be a good leader and captain like 
Gabe was and set a good example for my younger 
teammates,” Grant said. “My biggest goal as captain 
this year for the team is to have the success that we 
have experienced in the past,” Grant said.

He aspires to not only be a leader on the mat but to 
also be a friend off the mat. 

Grant is ranked number thirty in the country by 
Wrestling USA magazine. 

In hopes of continuing the pattern set in place two 
seasons ago, the team has a goal for many people to 
qualify for the state tournament this season. 

“We want to place at districts and qualify as many 
people as possible for the state tournament at the end 
of the season,” wrestling coach Charles Ringle said. 

As far as preparation goes, Ringle says that the 
way the team prepares has not changed from last year. 

Wrestling meets are characterized by different 
matches between two wrestlers of the same weight 
class. 

The match is separated into three periods, each 
with different time limits on them. 

There are several ways to earn points and win the 

The team intends to continue the trend of success

match. Some of these include a takedown, an escape, a 
reversal and a near fall. 

This season, the district and regional tournaments 
will take place in February of next year.  The state 
championship takes place next March in Kissimmee, 
Florida. 

This season’s team is made up of approximately 
sixteen wrestlers. 

“We have some strong leadership within the team 
this season, ” Ringle says. 

“We’re on the right track to reach the goals 
we have set in place, but there is always room for 

harder everyday and make cheer our pri-
ority. 

In preparation for the competition, 
the Lions attended a UCA cheerleading 
camp in Tampa, Florida before the season 
commenced. 

The camp gave them a sense of what 
the competition was going to be like and 
how to prepare themselves in the best 
way possible. 

In addition to attending the cheer 
camp, the team had practice every day of 
the week leading up to the event. They 
split up each day into different parts in 
order to focus on the individual parts of 
their routine to perfect it as much as pos-
sible. 

“We went into the competition know-
ing we weren’t as prepared as the other 
teams in our division,” competition team 
captain Madison Barfield said. 

“The thought of not having many 
practices where we threw fulls outs didn’t 
scare us though. We knew we had to do it 
and we knew we could do it.”

The team will be deprived of more 
practice time due to winter break, but 
plans to work even harder when they get 
back.

“I do believe this is the team to make 
it all happen,” Barfield said. “I could 
not be any more blessed to end my high 
school career with the 15 other athletes 
on the mat with me,” Barfield said.

    
     
Photo courtesy of Ava Jackson

The competition team in their stunts during their routine at the UCA Regionals in Tampa, FL.

improvement.” 
The team is already off to a good start. They  

placed fourth overall at the Seminole Wrestling Classic 
at Chiles High School the weekend of December 3. 

Grant placed first, as did senior Henry Segura. 
Tony Davis and Jaquenez Madison placed third. 

The Lion’s next match is coming up the weekend 
of Dec. 10 at the  Capital City Classic at Chiles High 
School. 

The wrestling team is hopeful that this season will 
be like the last two, and they will persevere through 
any and all challenges they face as a team. 

   Photo courtesy of Charles Ringle    Photo courtesy of Charles Ringle
J.T. Grant faces opponent on the mat. Leon wrestler faces Wakulla opponent on the mat. 



WINTER
SCOREBOARD

Boys Basketball
Date  Event  
11/26/16 East Gadsden 
11/29/16 Mosley
12/01/16 Dothan
12/02/16 Rickards
12/06/16 Chiles
12/08/16 FAMU
12/09/16 Lincoln
12/16/16 Fayette County
12/17/16 Tri-Cities
12/21/16 Osborne
12/22/16 Lake Worth

Girls Basketball
Date  Event  
11/08/16 Rickards
11/09/16 Florida State     
11/19/16 Rock
11/21/16 East Gadsden 
11/22/16 Chiles
11/29/16 Rickards
12/02/16 Lincoln
12/03/16 Choctawhatchee
12/05/16 Florida State
12/06/16 Godby
12/08/16 FAMU
12/13/16 Wakulla
12/16/16 Maclay
12/20/16 West Port
12/21/16 Wakulla

Boys Soccer
Date  Event  
11/02/16 Lincoln
11/04/16 Chiles
11/07/16 Wakulla
11/11/16 Godby
11/12/16  Gainesville
11/15/16 Chiles
11/18/16 Lincoln
11/21/16 West Gadsden
11/29/16 Maclay
11/30/16 Rickards
12/02/16 Chiles
12/06/16 Gainesville
12/09/16 Buchholz
12/10/16 Choctawhatchee
12/12/16 Florida State
12/14/16 Columbia
12/16/16 Lincoln

Girls Soccer
Date  Event  
11/01/16 Colombia
11/04/16 Arnold
11/05/16 Navarre
11/17/16 Lincoln
11/29/16 Chiles
12/01/16 Godby
12/07/16 Columbia
12/16/16 Gainesville 
12/17/16 Fort Walton Beach 
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All loans subject to credit approval.

May the wonder and beauty of  
the holiday season stay with you  

throughout the coming year! 


