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Lions surpass cancer week goal

Mural brings music to life
Julia Chodyla
Editor-in-chief

Hannah Wong
Staff Writer

Dancing for a cure, dancing for Fisher
Lauren Henderson

Editor-in-chief

The upcoming third annual Dance Marathon on 
Feb. 11 has just become much more personal to the 
Leon student body after Student Government Associa-
tion declared sophomore Marshal Fisher the official 
“celebrity” or “face” of the marathon.

Fisher has had osteosarcoma, a form of bone can-
cer, for about three years. 

Dance Marathon is a movement of Children’s 
Miracle Network Hospitals, a non-profit organization 
that raises funds and awareness for more than 170 
pediatric hospitals. 

During the event, students stay on their feet 
through dancing, games and entertainment in symbolic 
support of children served by their local Children’s 
Miracle Network Hospital. 

His mother, former Leon teacher Betsy Fisher, 
and history teacher Kate Davis are sponsors for Dance 
Marathon this year.  

"They are a part of the Leon family, so we have 

that extra connection to it," Davis said. "So many of us 
don’t know children with cancer, so to be able to have 
that connectivity drives it home to the students that 
their money really is going to a good cause."  

Last year was Marshal's first year attending Leon, 

and being at Leon has made the cancer fundraisers 
more personal to him.  

“I think it’s made him more excited about being the 
celebrity,” Betsy said. “He’s more tied to what’s going 
on because he actually feels like he’s a Leon student 
now.” 

Marshal has participated in Florida State Univer-
sity’s Dance Marathon for three years, and this will be 
his third year participating in Leon’s Dance Marathon.  

“Leon is just really accepting of a lot of things and 
tolerant of all kinds of kids," Betsy Fisher said. "From 
Lions United to all of the other programs we have, I 
think it makes our student body more open to all kinds 
of kids and things people are going through. The fact 
that we’ve done so much of this cancer awareness 
fundraising, it’s kind of second nature to the kids and it 
shows to Marshall.”  

FSU senior Molly Walters is the high school pro-
grams coordinator. She serves on the CORE team for 
DM at FSU and works directly with Leon and Lincoln 
as the liaison between the two programs. She helps 
with all aspects of their marathon, from selecting the 

Leon has long been famous for its 
annual cancer fundraiser. This year, the 
tradition was upheld, with the school 
raising over $20,000 for the Tallahassee 
Memorial Hospital Foundation.

The Student Government Associa-
tion planned events over a two-week 
period stretching from Sept. 19 to Sept. 
30. The fundraising aspect was headed 
by Chair of Community Service Gib-
son Howard and her committee, while 
Amanda Willis and the Spirit Committee 
were in charge of school spirit activities.

Fundraising included days where 
the “pink fairies”-SGA underclassmen 
dressed in all pink- collected change in 
the hallways. There was also a silent auc-
tion, the Poker Run, pink lemonade sold 
on the lawn and “Tie-Dye Tuesdays” 
where students could purchase cancer t-
shirts and dye them on the lawn.

But the fundraising event that raised 
the most money was completely un-
planned. It was a spontaneous decision 

made by Howard when SGA was strug-
gling to reach its goal of $20,000. 

“I had a revelation on Wednesday 
night [Sept. 28],” Howard said.

 “I thought we should have every-
one in SGA call three people asking for 
donations, and once they reached $100, 
they could stop.”

The so-called “tele-thon” turned out 
to be a success, with some students get-
ting individual donations of up to $1,000. 
By the end of the day, phone calls had 
raised $7,000. 

“Kids got really excited about it,” 
Howard said. “They were yelling out 
their donation amounts, writing them on 
sticky notes, running out of the room to 
answer calls- it was great.” 

Cancer Week culminated with a 
Pink Out pep rally on September 30. 
Student band The Good Little Chickens 
performed, as did the Leonettes, Leon’s 
dance team. Attendees also got to wit-
ness the volleyball team and swim team 
compete in a dance-off. 

Please see CANCER, page 12
Seniors Gibson Howard (far left) and Amanda Willis (far right) pose with the $22,300 Cancer 
Week check after the pep rally on Sept. 30.
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Students came together to raise over $14,000 for Children’s 
Miracle Network Hospital last February.

Julia Chodyla

Please see DANCE, page 4

Please see CHORUS, page 4

Student Government gives chorus hallway makeover
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Over the 185-years of Leon 
being an establishment, sev-
eral thousands of students have 
been able to leave an everlasting 
mark in the school’s history. 

Senior Class President Jor-

the end of this school year.
“Because it is a music and 

science building, I’d like to 
incorporate things like music 
notes and maybe some sci-
ence images too,” Roberts said. 
“Whatever I do draw, it has to 

dan Roberts did just that when 
she recently designed a mural 
that has been painted in the cho-
rus building hallway.  

“There is so much talent 
that is exhibited in this build-
ing,” Roberts said. “But until 
recently, you would have never 
known that. The hallway was 

bland and white. Now you have 
a visualization of the beauty that 
is created in that building.”

In total, Roberts spent over 
10 hours designing, sketching 
and painting the mural. Accord-
ing to her, she had a few helping 
hands from a Student Govern-
ment Association Committee.

The mural depicts a lion in 
the center with the alma mater 
written on both sides of it. 

After Roberts created a 
sketch, it was then projected on 
the wall to be traced.

As Senior Class President, 
Roberts has high hopes to cover 
the whole hallway in murals by 
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Integrate politics in the 
classroom 

Caroline Kirk
Editorial Editor

Along with the election season 
comes questions, controversy and often 
inevitable division. Although we are only 
teenagers and the vast majority of Leon 
students are unable to vote, the opinions 
flood us- online, in discussion and even 
in the classroom.

Whether uneducated, underdevel-
oped, strong, weary or mature beyond 
their years, political opinions are out 
there and teachers, students and adminis-
tration alike are stuck trying to find an ap-
propriate way to address them at school. 

As a newly registered voter, eager to 
participate in the upcoming election, I 
am bombarded with questions.

I am interested in the policies and 
rules regarding teachers sharing their 
opinions in the classroom. Whether po-
litical, religious or controversial, isn’t 
there a way teachers can speak on these 
subjects with grace?

According to the American Civil Lib-
erties Union, teachers have the right to 
free speech. However, for a K-12 teacher, 
there are many limitations and boundar-
ies that must be noted. 

For instance, a Leon teacher could 
post on Facebook an article in favor of a 
particular candidate and be protected by 
the first amendment. Their social media 
accounts would be considered their pri-
vate property and could not be controlled 
by a school district or authority. 

In the classroom the lines drawn are 
much more seriously. If a teacher adds 
in their political opinion or experience 
to a classroom discussion, they may not 
be protected. Such a teacher could be 
punished from straying away from the 
district’s designated curriculum. If they 
are not explicitly given autonomy in the 
lesson plans to share their opinion, then 
they are most likely not protected. 

“A teacher cannot advertise or pro-
mote a particular candidate or party in 
their classroom,” Principal Billy Epting 
said. 

I understand the reasoning behind 
this. Students are vulnerable to what they 

hear from peers and adults. Teachers are 
supposed to guide students in formulat-
ing their own opinions without pushing 
their  personal beliefs or values on them.

I worry, though, that many teachers 
are scared to even approach political dis-
cussion with all of these regulations. 

“There are teachers who are fearful 
of allowing their personal opinions to be 
known,” Advanced Placement Human 
Geography teacher Matthew Williams 
said.

 “I get that, sometimes there are po-
litical witch hunts for those who espouse 
controversial ideas. Personally I hate 
that. I believe we need the market place 
of ideas. Students need to know that they 
don’t have to think like us, they just need 
to think.”

I agree in arguing that the “political 
classroom” is necessary in growing stu-
dents’ minds and participation in society. 

“Ideally you can have a political dis-
cussion, if all sides are given equal op-
portunity,” Epting said. 

“A teacher’s role is to facilitate, not 
steer toward one side or the other. My job 
as a teacher is to present all sides.”

Author Paula McAvoy says, “the ‘po-
litical classroom’ is a classroom in which 
young people are learning to deliberate 
about political questions. It really is the 
process of deliberation that is the major 
skill being taught.”

Williams parallels this in his own be-
liefs. 

“I encourage everyone to expose 
themselves to ideologies that they do not 
agree with,” Williams said. “This should 
cause you to address your own weak-
nesses and strengths, and that is what 
education is supposed to be about.”

I am probably a minority in high 
school with my avid excitement to par-
ticipate in the political process and learn 
about our government and nation. I seek 
out opinions and information to learn as 
much as I possibly can. 

I am so excited to enter a Student 
Government classroom every day where 
I can discuss policies of my choosing and 
even act on them by creating legislation 
starting at the student level. 

This year I get to serve on the Stu-
dent District Advisory Council (SDAC) 
and speak with a student member who 
sits on the school board.  

I did not know anything about this 
organization until a month ago, and upon 
talking to Student Government sponsor 
Joshua Stewart I saw some of the things 
McAvoy speaks on, play out in front of 
me. 

The SDAC member who represents 
us at the school board came prepared and 
excited to talk about a United Way fund-
raiser. This is beneficial for the commu-
nity, yet it has nothing to do with our role 
as student policy makers and advocates. 

Stewart explained to me, that the 
“adults” of the school board often try to 
get us to focus on simple things such as 
fundraising, rather than involving us in 
the political process. I was instantly of-
fended by this principle. I want to partici-
pate in making the change. 

McAvoy explains that the same 
things happens on school campuses As a new student to the school 

and a freshman, I found it very dif-
ficult to navigate the hallways and 
find my classes  the first couple of 
days of school. You can get a map, 
but they are not very clear and hard 
to use.  I eventually got the hang of 
it, but it took a while. A new, cleaner 
map would be helpful for next year 
to the freshmen. It could show differ-
ent routes to the different buildings 
to help relax freshmen and new stu-
dents. 
-Addison Dudley

During lunch we are offered 
cheese and pepperoni pizza. I think 
we should be offered other vendors 
like the upperclassmen had when 
they were freshmen. If we had ven-
dors of all different types of food, it 
would be easier for students that are 
vegan or have allergies to eat school 
lunches. 
-Chloe Nix

I have only been at Leon a few 
weeks now, and I have noticed that 
the trash in all of the trash cans 
smells extremely bad. The trash 
can outside my sixth period smells 
like a horse pasture. A good way to 
help prevent this would be to get 
the trash cans out of the sun, and 
change the bags more often.
-Jessica Smith

I really have enjoyed my time at 
Leon and it has been a great experi-
ence so far. The spirit and people are 
so positive and friendly. However, 
the bathrooms are disgusting. Peo-
ple rely on the janitors too much to 
clean up their trash. Students should 
take more responsibility for cleaning 
up their own messes.
-Abby Long

“Students need 
to know that 

they don’t have 
to think like us, 
they just need 

to think.”
- MATT WILLIAMS

Practice conversa-
tion now to con-
struct your own 
opinions later

when teachers encourage students to get 
involved with political campaigns only 
when they aren’t “controversial.” 

With this election especially, ideals 
are becoming extremely polarized. With 
candidates on completely opposite sides 
of the spectrum, it is our job to learn 
how to adapt and maturely discuss these 
controversial campaigns rather than hide 
from them. 

For my younger siblings who have 
never witnessed a presidential election, 
this scenario may seem normal. People 
may think they have to be completely 
partisan to one candidate or party plat-
form. 

I believe that without this political 
discussion, we could continue to develop 
into polarized versions of ourselves. Be-
liefs could become more construed and 
exaggerated than necessary for the bet-
terment of our nation and local commu-
nities. 

No one will be able to do this without 
practice. Practice of conversation, un-
comfortable discussion and opposition. I 
think it is necessary to see this practice 
played out in the school setting for the 
hope of our students participating in the 
future. 
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There are many female doctors on TV shows at the 
moment-  Grey’s Anatomy, ER and Scrubs to name a 
few. 

What prevents this from being a good thing is the 
fact that they are either used as eye candy, portrayed as 
too stern or portrayed as too sensitive.

 These traits in many ways make those characters 
incompetent doctors.

 What could be a blessing for impressionable young 
viewers is in truth a curse that binds female doctors to 
gender stereotypes. 

 The number of girls in high school who watch 
those shows is very big. 

Instead of showcasing those toxic characters seeing 
young girls of all races with passions for math and sci-
ence in movies and shows would help tremendously.

 Imagine the impact it would have for girls of ev-
ery race, ethnicity and economic status seeing girls like 
themselves successful in STEM subjects. 

Another solution could be teacher promotion. Let us 
face it, teachers are humans too. 

They have prejudices and bias views like everyone 
else.

 Given the traditional stereotypes, of course teach-
ers are going to expect boys to score higher on math and 
science tests.

 This is what the creators of a study published by 
the National Bureau of Economic Research had in mind 
when they followed three groups of Israeli students 
from 6th grade through the end of high school.

 They completed two exams that were graded by 
teachers who knew their genders and others that did not. 

When you read the words scientist 
and mathematician, what is the gender 
of the person you imagined?

 Many of you might have answered 
male. 

Why is this? The answer is simple. 
We are trained to believe that boys are 
better than girls in STEM (science, 
technology, engineering, and math)  
subjects. 

But are they really? 
According to a study done by psy-

chology professors Daniel and Susan 
Voyer at the University of Brunwick, 
girls are actually better than boys in ev-
ery academic subject.

 Graduation rates are also higher 
with females versus males according 
to the U.S. census.

To be clear, this does not mean that 
women are the smarter gender, not at 
all. 

Women just develop cognitively 
faster than men do. 

At an age when young girls can 
organize complicated problems, boys 
can barely remember to complete sim-
ple tasks.

 Given these facts, it is shocking 
how little the number of females that 
go into STEM fields is. 

This myth that boys are better in math and science 
is blocking the majority of girls from hundreds of well 
paying jobs.

 In elementary school 66 percent of girls say they 
enjoy math and science. By the time they reach high 
school that number goes down to 16 percent. 

This societal expectation along with others were 
created to subconsciously limit females. 

Its power is strong enough to shape girls minds into 
thinking that they are not good enough in math and sci-
ence.

In high school the transformation is complete. 
In a perfect world, our society would be gender 

equal and there would not be such a drastic difference 
between the amount of girls interested in math and sci-
ence in elementary school versus high school.

 In reality it is not a perfect world and truthfully we 
may never achieve that type of society. 

All that put aside I believe that how to solve this 
problem is by targeting high school aged girls.

 High school is specifically where the switch takes 
place and the majority of girls begin claiming that they 
dislike math and science. 

If we stopped that switch from happening then 
maybe more female graduates would consider major-
ing in a STEM field.

 There are multiple things that can be done to 
dull the power of these stereotypes.

 First of all media representation is crucial to how 
society forms ideas. 

The study revealed that the girls out-
shined the boys in the exam that was grad-
ed anonymously but on the exam that was 
not graded anonymously the boys scored 
higher than the girls.

 From this study it is evident that teach-
ers need to be trained in order to distance 
themselves from prejudice views. 

They need to be sensitized to those 
stereotypes and learn how to correct them-
selves should they ever make a mistake re-
garding bias. 

Teachers should also do everything in 
their power to encourage their students 
to break subject barriers, by doing things 
such as promoting STEM programs to 
their female students. 

Teachers play a big part in how stu-
dents see themselves academically. With 
their help the 66 to 16 percent drop would 
be minimized. 

Parents could potentially make the big-
gest impact on fixing these gender molds. 

If they started training their kids to 
ignore stereotypes from a young age then 
maybe school and peer-based pressure 
would not affect them in their later years 
to conform to gender stereotypes. 

Male students also are negatively af-
fected by this situation.

 A variable besides these gender stan-
dards that stops boys from exercising pas-
sion for literature is that in high school it is 

considered a weak trait.
This may be because these subjects are labeled as 

girl subjects and therefore femininity is wrongly com-
pared to weakness. 

Both genders are victims in this societal structure. 
Aleah Lynn is a sophomore at Leon. 
Ever since she can remember she has been a fan of 

math and science. 
Since elementary school she has been placed in ad-

vanced math and science classes. 
“I can tell that they’re thinking, ‘not only is she 

black but she’s also a girl,’” Lynn said about students 
and teachers in her advanced math class.

Lynn is planning on having a career in a STEM 
field and will be the first woman in her family to do so. 

She is the only one in her all girl friend group who 
is interested in pursuing a career in STEM. 

Lynn believes that many girls are not brave enough 
to break societies expectations hopes she will be a role 
model for those girls. 

Lynn faces her future with uncertainty considering 
the fact that she is a minority and job opportunities are 
slim. 

The obstacles she knows she will face do not phase 
her. 

Lynn remains resilient in the face of teachers who 
underestimate her and peers who question her. 

At the beginning of our interview I asked her the 
same question asked at the beginning of this article. 

Without pausing to think, with a shrug of her shoul-
ders she answered male. Like most of you probably did.

Girls just wanna have STEM
Maya Levy

Editorial Editor

What obstacles still keep girls from succeeding in math and science?

photo courtesy of Google Communities

Rosie the Riveter was an icon during World War II in the US during the time that women re-
placed the jobs that men typically held. Above, she is pictured in front of wires to represent 
science and math occupations.
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Common  
Core 

changes

Interact becomes more involved 
Cristina Williams

News Editor

Although in past years Inter-
act Club has been known exclu-
sively as a service club, the cur-
rent officers are expanding the 
goals of the club for this year. 

It now works to do commu-
nity service outside of Leon, as 
well as providing a safe haven 
for foreign exchange students 
participating in Rotary Interna-
tional.

Under the new presidency 
of senior Jack Wingate, the club 
has prioritized providing for-
eign exchange students the op-
portunity to get more involved 
in their community.   

“My goal is to link us more 
with Rotary,” Wingate said. “We 
really want to get back up on 
our feet and provide volunteer 
opportunities to kids and bring 
awareness for international rela-
tions. We want students to un-
derstand there is a world outside 
of Leon.”

This passion  to do this 
stemmed from Wingate’s own 
desire to apply for Rotary. His 
dream would be to spend a year 
in Sweden, as that is where his 
grandmother is from. 

“I am honestly still trying 

to understand Interact and ev-
erything it stands for,” Wingate 
said. “I know everything that 
Rotary stands for, which is send-
ing kids off to other countries to 
learn new cultures, languages 
and to get involved so that you 
can come back as a better per-
son. 

The real world international 
knowledge you get from this ex-
perience is something you can’t 
learn anywhere else.”

Interact is sponsored by 
Rotary which participates in 

service projects throughout the 
year involving the community 
and Leon High School.

Interact does service proj-
ects through a website called 
justserve.com. 

On this website the club can 
put in its city name, and volun-
teer opportunities for that city 
are shown. The club can pick 
what projects it wants to volun-
teer for. 

There are more volunteer 
opportunities to choose from on 
the website around the holidays.

Interact also runs their own 
service projects. Each year, the 
club puts on its annual Toys for 
Tots Flag Football Tournament. 

Students make their own 
teams, create a team name and 
turn in an entry fee to play. The 
money raised from this tourna-
ment goes to Toys for Tots. 

To raise money for the club, 
Interact produces its own calen-
dar. This calendar features girls 
who are chosen by their applica-
tions the year before. 

The calendar comes out at 
the beginning of the year every 
year and the proceeds from sell-
ing the calendar go towards the 
funding for the club.

At the first meeting of Inter-
act, members of the club turned 
in their applications, which stat-
ed the rules and requirements 
one needs to follow in order to 
be in the club. The leaders of the 
club were also chosen.

The sponsors of Interact this 
year are math teachers Ryan 
Pennington and Cesar R. Kothe. 

Other than Wingate, The 
leaders of the club include Vice 
President Gabby Colon, Secre-
tary MarySylvia Hinnant and 
Treasurer Lauren Henderson. 
They all hope to collaborate to 
achieve the same goals. 

Cristina Williams
News Editor

                   Gray Kinch 
President Jack Wingate and Vice President Gabby Colon pose with the 
2015 Interact Calender 

In 2010, Florida adopted the 
Common Core standards that all 
classrooms had to implement by 
the 2013-2014 school year. 

However, towards the 
beginning of February of 2014, 
the Florida Standards were 
adopted and currently remain 
in use.

Common Core is a set of 
language arts, math and media 
skills standards that students are 
expected to learn by the end of 
each grade from kindergarten to 
12th grade. 

Common Core was created 
to give students a clear set of 
standards that would give them 
the skills necessary to succeed 
in college and in their career 
after they graduate from high 
school.

Another goal of Common 
Core is to have the same cur-
riculum for every school. 

This would ensure that no 
matter where a student goes to 
school, the same subjects and 
content will be learned.

These standards where put 
in action in 2009 through a part-
nership between the National 
Governor’s Association and the 
Council of Chief State School 
Officers. 

Although these standards 
are not required by the federal 
government, they are encour-
aged by their representatives to 
be adopted.

In 2014 the Department 
of Florida Education made 98 
changes to these common core 
standards. 

On Feb. 8, 2014 the Florida 
State Board of Education voted 
unanimously to adopt these 
standards and then start refer-
ring to them as the Florida 
Standards. 

These revisions included 
the necessity to have a set of 
calculus standards and to teach 
elementary students about deci-
mals, using money and cursive.

These new Florida Stan-
dards were fully implemented 
in the 2014-2015 school year. 
Although they are not called 
“Common Core standards,” 
they are still relatively the same 
rules just with some additions 
and deletions.

Today, there are 42 states as 
well as the  District of Co-
lumbia that have voluntarily 
adopted the Common Core 
standards.

“DANCE,” from 
page 1 

executive board to plan-
ning fundraising pushes to 
the finalized details of the 
event.  

Walters first became 
involved in Dance Mara-
thon after participating in 
the marathon as a dancer 
her freshman year at FSU. 

“I just loved the cause 
and all of the people 
involved within Dance 
Marathon are so encour-
aging and uplifting and 

truly become a family to 
make a difference in these 
miracle children’s lives,” 
Walters said.  

Last year, Leon raised 
over $14,000. Together, 
Leon, Maclay, Chiles and 
John Paul II High Schools 
raised a total of $65,336. 
This year, Rickards High 
School, Valwood School, 
Florida State University 
School, Lincoln High 
School and Maclay Mid-
dle School will also be 
hosting their own Dance 
Marathons.  

“CHORUS,” from page 1 

Senior Class President Jordan Roberts designed and painted a mural for the chorus hallway to distin-
guish the hallway  from others throughout the school. 

be extremely colorful and vibrant so that 
the hallway stands out from others.

Roberts is not the only student who 
has designed a mural. In fact, there are 
murals throughout most of the hallways.

“I feel like each mural represents the 
person that made it and represents what 
they see Leon as,” Roberts said. “Each 
mural shows a new perspective and how 
that individual feels like they should ex-
press themselves.”

Roberts is thankful for her artistic 
abilities, which have also allowed her to 
win two art competitions at Florida State 
University.  She claims to have a passion 
and zest for drawing eyes as well as any 
kind of abstract art.

“From generation to generation, stu-
dents will walk through this hallway and 
look at this mural,” Roberts said. “It’s 
me leaving my mark on the school.” 

photo courtesy of Jordan Roberts
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Band gains popularity among students

Three females recognized for academic excellence

Caroline Sipple
Double Truck Editor

Caroline Dempsey
Online Editor

Leon’s very popular band, ‘The 
Good Little Chickens’  has taken the stu-
dent body by a storm and is making great 
leaps as a band.

The members got the inspiration for 
their band name from Guitar teacher Ed 
Prasse who spontaneously decided to call 
his students that one day.

“They truly are good little chickens,” 
Prasse said. “They’re good kids and good 
musicians.”

The band is made up of Rebekah 
Hopkins, Austin Boyd, Jack Byerts, Hub 
Chason, Josiah Pye and Gilbert Voegtlin. 

Hopkins is the lead singer, Boyd is 
on the drums, Byerts is on trombone and 
guitar, Chason is on guitar and Pye is on 
bass. 

The band has more than lived up 
to its name, playing approximately ten 
shows, and getting a lot of the student 
body involved.  

Leon students are the band’s biggest 
supporters. The band doesn’t think they 
play as well when students aren’t there 
and the crowd isn’t into it.  

“It’s really fun when you have the 
energy because you can give that energy 
back,” Byerts said.

They are planning on doing a free 
show at Boyd’s house to thank all the 

students who support them.
“The Leon kids are awesome and 

have been so supportive,” Hopkins said. 
“Everywhere we’ve played we’ve had a 
huge group come out and watch. They 
really get the crowd going and we love 
hearing them sing along with us.” 

One of the band’s biggest accom-

plishments, and also one of its favorite 
shows, was playing on the radio station 
106.1 The Path. They went in with a 
45-minute set list and ended up playing 
for about an hour and a half. They kept 
being asked to play songs again. 

The band came together when Byerts, 
Pye, Chason, Boyd and Voegtlin were in 

Guitar 4 together. Voegtlin was trying to 
get a band together for Rocktoberfest. 
He heard Hopkins’s voice was good 
from one of her friends, so he texted her.

“I didn’t know Gilbert or any of the 
guys so I was really nervous, but I was 
like heck yeah,” Hopkins said. 

“It’s been a year now and I’m so glad 
I said yes. These guys are so awesome 
and so talented and I love being a part of 
this band.”

Boyd did not join the band until after 
Rocktoberfest. Although they can’t re-
member how he joined the band, they re-
member they had one rehearsal with him 
and he immediately clicked with them. 

Voegtlin, Chason and Pye have been 
working on original songs. They aren’t 
playing any shows until Rocktoberfest 
so they have time to work on them. 

The band is planning on debuting 
their first original song at Rocktoberfest 
this year.

Many musicians inspire the band, 
and they do not fall into one genre of 
music. They described themselves using 
many different genres including “alter-
native rock,” and “heavy metal reggae.”

“We try to cover a lot of borders,” 
Chason said. “We play music that doesn’t 
suck most of the time.”

Future plans for Pye and Boyd, the 
two seniors in the band, are still up in the 
air. Pye hopes to pursue music in college. 

 

The National Merit semi-finalists from Leon were 
officially announced at the Cancer Week pep rally on 
Sept. 30, but an interesting thing noted of this group 
was the lack of male representation. The winners were 
seniors Carolina Teson, Maati McKinney, and Sara 
Hearn.

This award means that these three students scored in 
the top half of the top one percent of seniors in the state 
who took the PSAT. This year, around 16,000 of the 1.6 
million students that applied to be National Merit semi-
finalists were given this award.

From here, the students had the chance to submit an 
essay in which there 7,500 students are selected to re-
ceive a scholarship of $2,500. The winners of this have 
not been announced yet.

Out of the three girls selected, surprisingly none of 

them have been sitting around, biting their nails, wait-
ing to see if they were recognized.

“I had forgotten I had even taken the test by the time 
fall rolled around,” McKinney said. 

Teson was on the same page, admitting that she 
had expected to do poorly on it, since she messed up 
on the math section due to confusion of the new for-
mat. Thankfully, a perfect score on her reading section 
helped compensate for that mix-up.

Unlike the other two, Hearn was recognized for her 
10th grade PSAT score. 

Hearn was required to take the test her sophomore 
year, but opted out of taking it her junior year.

All three girls also disclosed that very little studying 
was done for this assessment. Simply put by McKinney, 
“I know what I know.”

The effects of receiving this recognition, however, 
varied amongst the students. Teson was given more 
confidence in her academic abilities subsequent to find-

ing out she had been nominated.
“It’s often hard to get recognized in academic re-

lated things,” Teson said. 
“School is kind of my thing. It was really nice to 

receive the recognition.”
McKinney, on the other hand, was happy with 

the effect it had on her parents and other close family 
friends. According to McKinney, it made her feel good 
to have so many people, some that she hadn’t spoken to 
in a while, tell her they were proud of her.

The futures look bright for these three scholars, who 
hold differing goals and aspirations.

Hearn specifically hopes to have an impact on the 
world as a female in the medical field.

“There are still stereotypes about women as doc-
tors,” Hearn said. 

Hearn also stated that, gender aside, there are many 
opportunities to have a large impact in the medical field 
and so she hopes to have one.

From left to right: Jack Byerts, Hub Chason, Rebekah Hopkins, Josiah Pye, Gilbert Voegtlin 
and Austin Boyd.

photo courtesy of The Good Little Chickens

Sarah Hearn Maati McKinney Carolina Teson
photos courtesy of Leon Yearbook
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PICK YOUR POISON
There is only one 

choice: I’m with her
Carolina Teson

Guest Writer

Abortion Abortion
•Politicians should not interfere with a woman’s health 
decisions
•Wants women to have better access to reproductive 
health care and fund Planned Parenthood

•Supports exceptions to a ban on abortion in cases of 
rape, incest and when the mother’s life is in danger
•Government should not give funds to any organizations 
that perform abortions

Immigration Immigration
•Introduce comprehensive immigration reform
•Enforce immigration laws humanely
•Support affordable immigrant integration services
•Is against a mass deportation of all illegal aliens

•Stop illegal immigration
•Build a wall between Mexico and the United States
•Control borders better; limit new immigration
•Wants to keep a database of Muslim refugees

Gun Control Gun Control
•Expand background checks for gun sales
•Pass legislation to keep guns from criminals and the 
mentally ill
•Believes “guns have no place on our streets”

•Respects the Second Amendment 
•Endorsed by the National Rifle Association
•No guns for people on terrorist-watch list
•Mass shootings are not a gun problem, they are a mental 
health problem

Health Care Health Care
•Defend and fix the Affordable Care Act
•Fight for quality, affordable health care
•Ensure that no one goes without quality health care

•Wants to repeal ObamaCare
•Make health insurance premiums tax-deductible
• Better health care for veterans
•Wants universal health care

The Environment The Environment
•Climate change is real and needs to be addressed
•Stop tax giveaways to big oil and gas companies
•Invest in clean energy

•Does not believe all climate change is man made
•Strongly believes in eminent domain
•Advocate for animal rights; does not agree with trophy 
hunting

Economy/ Taxes Economy/Taxes
• Tax the top 1 percent
•Build an economy that is fair and equal for everyone
•Make college debt-free
•Wants income equality for men and women

•Believes in tax cuts for the wealthy to create more jobs
•Wants to bring back jobs from overseas into America
•Cut defense and Department of Education budget to grow 
the economy

Terrorism Terrorism
•Work with allies to defeat terrorists
•Prevent Iran from acquiring a nuclear weapon
•Stand up to Vladimir Putin

•Wants to stop sending aid to countries who hate United 
States
•Work together with Russia to defeat ISIS
•Wants to restore the Patriotism Act

Gay Rights Gay Rights
•Fight for full federal equality for LGBT citizens
•Protect transgender rights
•Fight for an AIDS free generation

Hillary Clinton is not very 
inspirational. 

She isn’t relatable, funny, or 
a great speaker. She is political-
ly expedient. I cringe when she 
tries to appeal to young voters.  

Although she is not the most 
exciting option, Clinton is the 
only candidate qualified to be 
President of the United States. 

Clinton understands the po-
litical process, thanks to her de-
cades of experience as a First 
Lady, a senator and a Secretary 
of State. 

She is knowledgeable about 
American concerns both at home 
and abroad, and has proposed 
policies addressing each of them.

 Her years as Secretary of 
State gave her a thorough under-
standing of America’s various 
nuanced relationships to our al-
lies and enemies. 

As a senator, she championed 
a variety of noble causes, includ-
ing support for 9/11 responders, 
safer pediatric medication and 
equal pay. 

Clinton was known for work-
ing with her Republican col-
leagues to pass legislation; clear-
ly, she knows what it takes to 
turn an idea into visible change. 

Agree or disagree with her 
policies, it is hard to deny that 
they are detailed and well rea-
soned. 

Media coverage of Clinton 
is boring and predictable. She 
has been answering for the same 
three mistakes for years. 

For example, while it is fair 
to criticize her for using a pri-
vate email server, the scandal has 
been drawn out and exaggerated 
for political purposes. 

Does anyone remember 
George Bush’s email scandal? 
His administration “lost” mil-
lions of emails in 2007, yet that 
has not defined his political ca-
reer the way it has for Clinton. 

She certainly should be held 
accountable for her actions, but 
she should not be unfairly held 
to a higher standard than anyone 
else.

An argument in favor of 
Clinton is inevitably an argument 
in opposition to Donald Trump. 

Trump has convinced mil-
lions of Americans that he is a 
champion of the common man 
who will stick it to Washington’s 
elite. 

His supporters revel in every 
outrageous statement he makes, 
thrilled with his lack of political 
correctness. 

To them, I say this: there is 
a way to oppose elitism and cor-
ruption in Washington without 
voting for a man who coddles the 
KKK, brags about sexual assault 
and calls Mexicans “rapists.” 

Trump isn’t a revolutionary; 
he is a lying bigot with the atti-
tude of a spoiled child (a child 
that has never taken a civics 
class, I might add). 

He has insulted women, 
Mexicans, Muslims, immigrants, 
veterans, his fellow Republi-
cans... the list goes on. 

He constantly lies (Politi-
Fact rates 52% of Trump’s state-
ments as false, as opposed to 
12% for Clinton), capitalizing on 
the discontent in this country to 
fabricate a dystopian version of 
America that he claims he is the 
solution to. 

His policy proposals are ig-
norant at best and human rights 
violations at worst. Simply put, 
Trump is unfit for public office.

As a young woman, a child 
of two immigrants and an Ameri-
can, I am appalled by Trump’s 
rhetoric. 

He has no idea of what makes 
America great: the principles of 
inclusion, religious freedom, in-
dividual liberty and equal oppor-
tunity. 

Any true patriot should be 
embarrassed and disgusted by 
him. 

In fact, Trump’s idiocy is so 
obvious that opposition to his 
candidacy is bipartisan; over 160 
prominent Republicans have de-
nounced for their party’s nomi-
nee. 

The 2016 election is a choice 
between a competent leader and 
a narcissist who boasts about 
forcibly grabbing women by the 
genitals. 

I am confident that America 
will choose correctly. W h o  w i l l  y o u  c h o o s e ?

“Other than that it is the only 
possible outcome, she is one of 
the most qualified candidates 
in the history of our country. 

She has on the job training that 
is unparalleled by any of her 

competition.”
-Cannon Haworth

“I believe that Hillary Clinton 
should be our next president. 
I am “with her” because I think 
she will do better than her op-
ponent to progress our country 
in all aspects. This, to me, is far 
more favorable than sitting still 
both socially and economically 

as a nation.”
-Piper Goldman

“I think that she [Hillary] should 
be president because she’s 

a better person to represent 
America as a whole, and has 

much more political experience. 
She respects those who she 
differs with, and can mediate 

better.”
-Tariq Gay

“She’s more qualified. She has 
around 30 years of political 

experience, whereas Trump has 
none-only business experience. 
She understands how the gov-
ernment works because she’s 

been around it for so long. She 
knows the ins and outs of it.”

-Shelby Pridgeon

“She has experience from being 
Secretary of State, First Lady 

and a Senator from New York. 
She presented her plan for 

being president (even if I dis-
agree), whilst her opponent has 

not.”
-Max Culbreath

“I believe Hillary Clinton will 
be more effective in office. She 
has more experience in politics, 
and demonstrates respect for 
people of different races, reli-
gions and genders unlike her 

opponent.”
-Veronica Teek
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Abortion Abortion
•Politicians should not interfere with a woman’s health 
decisions
•Wants women to have better access to reproductive 
health care and fund Planned Parenthood

•Supports exceptions to a ban on abortion in cases of 
rape, incest and when the mother’s life is in danger
•Government should not give funds to any organizations 
that perform abortions

Immigration Immigration
•Introduce comprehensive immigration reform
•Enforce immigration laws humanely
•Support affordable immigrant integration services
•Is against a mass deportation of all illegal aliens

•Stop illegal immigration
•Build a wall between Mexico and the United States
•Control borders better; limit new immigration
•Wants to keep a database of Muslim refugees

Gun Control Gun Control
•Expand background checks for gun sales
•Pass legislation to keep guns from criminals and the 
mentally ill
•Believes “guns have no place on our streets”

•Respects the Second Amendment 
•Endorsed by the National Rifle Association
•No guns for people on terrorist-watch list
•Mass shootings are not a gun problem, they are a mental 
health problem

Health Care Health Care
•Defend and fix the Affordable Care Act
•Fight for quality, affordable health care
•Ensure that no one goes without quality health care

•Wants to repeal ObamaCare
•Make health insurance premiums tax-deductible
• Better health care for veterans
•Wants universal health care

The Environment The Environment
•Climate change is real and needs to be addressed
•Stop tax giveaways to big oil and gas companies
•Invest in clean energy

•Does not believe all climate change is man made
•Strongly believes in eminent domain
•Advocate for animal rights; does not agree with trophy 
hunting

Economy/ Taxes Economy/Taxes
• Tax the top 1 percent
•Build an economy that is fair and equal for everyone
•Make college debt-free
•Wants income equality for men and women

•Believes in tax cuts for the wealthy to create more jobs
•Wants to bring back jobs from overseas into America
•Cut defense and Department of Education budget to grow 
the economy

Terrorism Terrorism
•Work with allies to defeat terrorists
•Prevent Iran from acquiring a nuclear weapon
•Stand up to Vladimir Putin

•Wants to stop sending aid to countries who hate United 
States
•Work together with Russia to defeat ISIS
•Wants to restore the Patriotism Act

Gay Rights Gay Rights
•Believes that marriage is between a man and a 
woman. 
•Gay couples should not have the same adopting 
rights as straight couples

Why I am not 
“with her”

Maribeth McClenny
Editor-in-chief

When some people hear that 
I am supporting Donald Trump in 
the 2016 presidential election, a 
look of disbelief typically comes 
across their faces. Yes, I am one 
of those people in the “basket of 
deplorables.” No, I am not racist, I 
do not hate gay people and I do not 
hate women either. Instead, I am a 
Christian conservative female that 
values honesty, sanctity of life and 
the freedoms that were granted to 
us in the Constitution.

Trump has flaws- plenty of 
them. But so do you, and so do I. 
Our responsibility as voters is to 
pick the better candidate for the 
job of running our country. There 
is no denying that Trump is ego-
tistical and tends to blurt out in-
sults that he later revokes. But do 
these personality traits really out-
weigh an opposing candidate who 
is an alleged murderer and liar? 
Maybe we should all consider 
the phrase “actions speak louder 
than words.” I am not saying that 
we should praise people who are 
insolent and bombastic, but why 
is Hillary Clinton not held to the 
same standards as everyone else? 

Probably because the Clinton 
family thinks they are above the 
law. Clinton wants everyone to 
“respect the law,” but for an ex-
ception to be made for herself and  
her family. In reality, she should 
not be eligible to run for president 
due to sending classified informa-
tion over a private email server. 
Clinton broke the law, plain and 
simple and was not reprimanded 
for it.

Clinton is responsible for the 
death of four Americans, and this 
does not seem to bother many of 
her supporters. Then again, these 
are the same people that are con-
doning the murder of innocent un-
born babies, so I guess I can see 
why. I cannot support someone 
that justifies murder- any type of 
murder. Not only is she an alleged 
murderer, but she believes that an 
unborn child does not have a right 
to life until it is born, which is 
something that does not sit right 
with me.

Furthermore, according to the 
research done by Peter Schweiz-
er in Clinton Cash, the Clinton 
Foundation owed millions of dol-
lars in 2000. Since then, they have 
brought in over 130 million dollars W h o  w i l l  y o u  c h o o s e ?

and a large portion of this money 
was hidden from the public eye. 
Among plenty of other instances, 
the Clintons hid 1,100 foreign 
donor names that violated an eth-
ics agreement with the Obama 
Administration. If you follow the 
money trail that Schweizer un-
covered, you will see just how 
dishonorable and scandalous the 
Clinton Foundation truly is.

We are in a tough spot in this 
country currently, both economi-
cally and socially. Some of the 
biggest problems we are facing 
deal with national security. ISIS 
is a threat that needs to be dealt 
with quickly, which Trump plans 
to do. There are already Islamic 
terrorists in our country and plen-
ty more overseas that want to kill 
all of us- Christians, homosexu-
als, atheists, blacks, whites- every 
one. Trump poses a threat to ISIS, 
and Clinton does not. Our current 
president is not doing enough to 
stop these terrorist attacks, and 
ISIS is aware of this. They are not 
scared of Clinton because they 
know it will be the same agenda 
as Obama. 

There is a clear divide be-
tween Americans currently, and 
the outcome of this election will 
be critical. The next president will 
nominate possibly three or four 
justices for the Supreme Court, 
which will ultimately shape our 
country for many generations to 
come. 

Sure, Trump has zero politi-
cal experience, but look where 
political experience has placed 
us. People throw out the line that 
Clinton has over thirty years of 
experience, but is this good ex-
perience? She has experience in 
hiding 33,000 emails and cover-
ing up scandals to avoid getting 
prosecuted. Sounds like she is the 
person I want being held respon-
sible for securing my liberties and 
safety. We are in an extreme finan-
cial crisis currently, with a debt so 
high it is unimaginable. Maybe a 
businessman is just what we need 
to climb out of the 20 trillion-dol-
lar debt we currently reside in. 

I am in support of Trump be-
cause he does not fit the mold of 
a typical politician and many con-
sider him to not be “presidential.” 
But these attributes are why I 
think he will improve our country. 

“I feel that Trump is better sim-
ply because Mrs. Clinton’s ac-

tions have jeopardized national 
security and she has an above 
the law attitude, which is unfit 

for a president.”
-Emory Wilhite

“I believe that Trump would up-
hold his promise to stop illegal 
immigration and to uphold the 
law. I also believe that Trump 
would expand the job market, 
the U.S. economy and bring 
back the American Dream.”

-John Giugliano

“He isn’t Hillary Clinton.”
-Zoe Sheldon

“If I could vote, I would vote 
for the lesser of two evils, so 

I’d vote Trump. With the whole 
email scandal and Benghazi 

situation, Hillary seems too un-
reliable, and I don’t agree with 
many of the policies she has 

come up with.”
-Anna Cay Ford

“I think that his background 
as a successful business man 
is what America’s economy 
needs. He also shows the 

strength that a leader needs to 
destroy ISIS.”
-Jacob Botel

“The economic mind of Trump 
and the political mind of Pence 
is just a superior pairing com-

pared to that of Hillary and 
Kaine.”

-Sawyer Dove
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Many students are active in Student 
Government Association during their 
years at Leon, and this is no exception 
to the Hill siblings. All three siblings- 
Chris, Savannah and Sebastian have 
held leadership roles in SGA.

Savannah, who is currently student 
body secretary, was influenced by her 
older brother, Chris, to join SGA.

Chris was student body president 
his senior year at Leon, which inspired 
Savannah to join SGA by running for 
sophomore class secretary.

“My brother had a lot of fun school 
stories that I wanted to be a part of, so 
I decided to run to be more involved in 
the school,” Hill said. 

Chris is currently studying law at 
Florida State University. 

Similar to her brother, Savannah 
would like to major in political science, 
or be a lawyer after high school. 

Three generations of leaders 

“SGA definitely influenced my 
interest in government,” Savannah said.  
“The organization helped me learn about 
all politics in general.”

The youngest Hill sibling, Sebastian, 
is now a third generation SGA leader af-
ter following in his both of his siblings’ 
footsteps.

“My mom and dad both pushed us 
all to do SGA because it not only helps 
with certain skills, but you also get to 
meet a lot of new people while learning 
from experiences,” Sebastian said.

Sebastian ran for freshman class 
president this year, and won. 

“I mostly ran because both of my 
siblings didn’t run their first year of high 
school and I wanted to be the only one 
to be able to say that I did,” Sebastian 
said. 

With the help from his older brother 
and sister with his campaign, Sebastian 
was successful in the election.

“I was happy I won, but all the 
people running against me also had very 
good campaigns,” Sebastian said. 

While Sebastian is leading the fresh-
man class, Savannah is the student body 
president secretary.

As secretary, Savannah is in charge 
of taking minutes at SGA, Inter-Club 
Council and cabinet meetings. 

“Sometimes taking minutes can be 
stressful because you know someone 
else is reading your notes,” Hill said. 

During Savannah’s sophomore year 
she started working in the community 
service committee in SGA.

The committee puts on Cancer Week 
and helps with the annual canned food 
drive.

Savannah has been the class secre-
tary for the past two years, and is also 
the head of the student service commit-
tee currently. 

The committee aims to motivate 
students to get more involved in school 
activities.  

“I mostly help students get involved 
in the school,” Hill said.  

Hill was in charge of the new student 
lunch-in and painting the new mural in 
the chorus building. 

One of Savannah’s biggest accom-
plishments in SGA was the clothing 
drive last year. SGA teamed up with 
the fashion and design club to donate a 
huge bin of clothes to the Big Brothers, 
Big Sisters foundation. The foundation 
helps children get the things they need to 
exceed in life. 

Savannah volunteers at the founda-
tion for two hours almost every day.  
Savannah hopes to one day become a 
mentor for the children in the founda-
tion. 

Hill siblings fol-
low in each oth-
er’s footsteps in 
Student Govern-

ment

photo courtesy of Savannah Hill

Ava Jackson
Features Editor

 Siblings (left to right) Sebastian, Savannah and Chris Hill pose together in a family 
portrait.
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Kneeling for  
more than 
you think 

Senior Trejan Davis has 
been attending Leon basketball 
practices with his father, coach 
Rick Davis,  since he was a little 
boy. Since then he has played 
through elementary, middle and 
high school.

Trejan is returning for his 
final season as a varsity boys’ 
basketball player. The 17-year-
old has big plans for this season 
and is working tirelessly to-
wards them. 

“He’s a very unselfish play-
er,” Rick said. “He could excel 
at any point in the game but of-
ten pushes his teammates to be 
more involved in the game.”

Trejan has been into bas-
ketball since the age of four. He 
was originally brought into the 
game by his father, and coached 
by his aunt Charyia Davis. 

Trejan is also a member of a 
travel ball team, Douglas Broth-
er’s Elite, where he has played 
for a year. 

He was considered a leader 
on the travel ball team, and ac-
cepted the responsibility and did 
his best despite not knowing the 
players as well as Leon’s.

According to his father,  
Trejan’s growth over the past 
four years has been spectacular. 

Leon’s perspective on new form of protest
Hannah Rodriguez

Sports Editor

Hannah Rodriguez
Sports Editor

While I am absolutely 
against racial injustice commit-
ted in today’s society, I do not 
understand how disrespecting 
the flag and those who died for 
our country aids in getting any 
point across. 

The new trending protest 
of kneeling during the national 
anthem is one of the most dis-
respectful gestures I have ever 
seen. The reason behind this 
protest, according to those who 
partake, say that they don’t see 
how they can stand for a flag 
that supports oppression.

While I understand no one 
is burning flags or verbally say-
ing disrespectful things, people 
should realize they are kneeling 
for so much more.

People oppress people, and 
they deserve whatever justice 
will come to them. However, 
the brave men and women who 
risk their lives day in and day 
out, and die to protect your 
freedoms- including the right to 
commit such a discourteous act- 
don’t deserve the blatant disre-
spect associated with this.

In other countries you can 
be fined, punished, and even 
killed for mocking your national 
anthem. But there are people out 
there who give their lives every-
day to ensure that this will never 
be something Americans have to 
fear.

Our country is not perfect. 
Most people would agree with 
this. 

However, if we use every 
tragedy that occurs as an excuse 
to disrespect the flag and ideals 
of this country, then there would 
be nothing left of what makes it 
so great despite its flaws.

It is obvious that Kaeper-
nick holds every right not to not 
stand, but is he voicing his opin-
ion in the best way? 

I don’t believe there is any-
thing worth throwing away the 
sense of unity this country was 
founded on. 

Even if we leave politics out 
of the matter, before a game is 
not the time to focus the spot-
light on you and your political 
beliefs. The unity of the team is 
what’s important. It’s one team, 
one goal, and one mindset. 

If you want to participate in 
petitions and protests and help 
the cause of whatever you be-
lieve in, that’s great. I would be 
glad to see anyone that passion-
ate about something they be-
lieve in. But on the field where 
you a member of a single unified 
team, is not the place.

Senior hopes to leave team with a ring

In protest of the racial ten-
sion currently plaguing the 
United States, many are looking 
for ways to speak out. 

Many influential athletes, 
such as NFL players Colin Kae-
pernick and Brandon Marshall, 
as well as collegiate athletes 
like FSU volleyball player Mara 
Green, have decided to take a 
knee during the national anthem 
in protest.

While those partaking be-
lieve this is one of the best, and 
most influential ways for their 
voices to be heard, many Leon 
athletes would have to disagree.

Senior football player Jack 
Driggers is one of many who 
disagrees with this form of ex-
pression.

“I believe people have their  
first amendment right and le-
gally they are entitled to do 
what they want,” Driggers said. 
“However, I don’t think it has 
any place in a sports environ-
ment because it creates division 
amongst teammates.”

Former cross country runner 
Josh Wallenfelsz agrees, saying, 
“I think its a pretty disrespectful 
way to get your views across,” 
Wallenfelsz said. “There are 

Nadaley Jones
Staff Writer
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so much more than that. 
However, I recognize their 

individual rights. I can disagree 
wholeheartedly with someone 
but I will defend their right to 
protest equally as hard.”

Senior lacrosse player Jonas 
Clingerman agrees with this, 
adding, “People are entitled 
to their own set of opinions,” 
Clingerman said.

“That’s why we live in 
America.”

“Not only has he grown 
about three inches, but he has 
really become a student of the 
game, analyzing professional 
teams and local teams, and his 
favorite players, making an ef-
fort to learn as much as possi-
ble,” Rick said. 

“Trejan has an incredible 
work ethic, and pushes himself 
just as hard during a practice as 
he does during a game, if not 
harder.”

Israel Chipman is a fellow 
senior who has played with Tre-

jan for the past four years. 
He says that while Trejan 

is very laid back and quiet, his 
work ethic on and off of the 
court can’t be challenged. 

“He doesn’t really say 
much, he shows what he can 
do,” Chipman said. 

“He’s very serious, whether 
it’s a practice or a game, and 
motivates us all to have the 
same attitude.” 

Before each game, Trejan 
reminds himself not to rush, to 
be patient and allow the game to 

come to him. 
Mentally, he reminds him-

self to remain humble, and not 
allow the opinions of others to 
work their way into his head and 
throw him off.

 He maintains this serious 
attitude throughout the game 
and his practices, always striv-
ing to lead him and his team-
mates to greatness. 

“Leon is more of a family, I 
know all of my players and am 
able to lead them better because 
of it,” Trejan said.

Trejan does have plans to 
play collegiate level basketball, 
and hopes that basketball can be 
a lifelong career for him.

If not, he’s looking into 
sports medicine. 

He has several scouts look-
ing at him, and about five or six 
schools are seriously consider-
ing and pushing on him.

This season, Trejan hopes to 
leave the team in possession of a 
state championship ring. 

To do so would mean it 
would be the first time in Leon’s 
history that the boys basketball 
team has not only gone to state, 
but won it. 

Trejan firmly believes that 
he will be able to lead his team 
down this path, and will stop at 
nothing to achieve his goal. 

people laying down their lives 
every day for this country while 
these athletes get paid millions 
to play a game. 

It’s kind of pathetic in my 
opinion.”

Not everyone at Leon leans 
very strongly one way or the 
other. Assistant principal of 
Curriculum Sarah Hembree is 
among these.

“I honestly don’t know if 
I have an opinion,” Hembree 
said. “I love any time that stu-
dents are passionate and edu-
cated enough about an issue to 
make a stand. I don’t like when 
students make a stand about 
something don’t understand the 
ramifications of.

You’re also kneeling for a 
country that pays for your edu-
cation. You’re kneeling for a 
country that gives you the right 
to choose what sport you play, 
and the bus system that can take 
you there. You’re kneeling for 
those things too. It’s important 
to know what you’re kneeling 
for.”

At Leon, students are al-
lowed to express their views, 
such as kneeling, with no conse-
quences the school can impose. 
However, if a coach or teacher 
are on duty at a school spon-
sored event, they don’t have to 

say it, but they must stand.
“I wish everybody would 

stand,” principal Billy Epting 
said. 

“I understand the different 
issues that are going on cur-
rently and people want to bring 
awareness to it, and I admire 
them for that. 

There are just more produc-
tive ways to bring attention oth-
er than protesting the flag or the 
national anthem, they represent 

Trejan Davis (left) dribbles the ball away from his competitor dur-
ing a game. 

photo courtesy of Jarmon Photo

NFL football player, Colin Kaepernick kneels during the national anthem 
in protest of the injustice that is striking the African-American popula-
tion.
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Sophomores display talent on world stage
This past August, sophomore Tyler Borges compet-

ed with a Tallahassee all-star baseball team in the Babe 
Ruth League World Series with three other Leon team-
mates. 

The Tallahassee all-star team consisted of the best 
13 to 15 year-old players among the schools in Leon 
County. 

Each of the ten teams in the tournament had to win 
districts, states and regionals before they could qualify 
for the World Series.

The tournament, held in Williston, North Dakota, 
ended with the Tallahassee team taking third and with 
Borges being named to the All-World Series team. 

“It was a once in a lifetime experience,” Borges said. 
This is the third time Borges has been selected for 

the all-star team, but the first time he has made it to the 
World Series.

“Competing at the World Series was just something 
I’ve always dreamed about,” Borges said. “It meant a 
lot.”

Borges is currently one of four sophomores on the 
varsity team. According to Borges, this year’s team has 
a sense of family.

“There’s nobody that doesn’t like someone else,” 
Borges said. “We’re all really good friends.” 

One of the other sophomores on the varsity team, 
Victor Castillo, just moved to Tallahassee last fall from 
North Carolina.

 Castillo had not heard of the Babe Ruth World Se-
ries until he was selected for the all-star team. He also, 
like Borges, was chosen for All-World Series team.

“It was really exciting to travel to North Dakota and 
to get to play so many different teams from all over the 
country,” Castillo said. 

Both Borges and Castillo started the 2015-2016 sea-
son on junior varsity. They quickly turned the heads of 
their coaches and were given the opportunity at the end 
of the season to move up to varsity.

Both boys moved up, but Castillo could not play 
during the regular season due to an ankle injury

“It hurt a lot knowing the chemistry we had during 
preseason and then not getting to contribute through the 
regular season,” Castillo said.

“I felt like I could’ve helped if I didn’t get hurt.”
It is very unique to be on the varsity team, according 

to head coach Robert Zimmerman.
“They’re both tremendous talents,” Zimmerman 

said.“They showed their skills last year and earned their 
way onto the team.”

The World Series was livestreamed on the Babe 
Ruth League website and Zimmerman watched from 
Tallahassee.

“I thought they were going to win, but I must have 
been bad luck,” Zimmerman said.

“I was really happy for them and very proud of them, 
it’s an amazing thing they accomplished.”

Borges and Castillo have already impressed their 
fellow teammates despite only playing for Leon a short 
time.

“They’re great athletes and really good at what they 
do,” sophomore Tyler Sims said. “They’re like team 
leaders.”

 The 2016-2017 baseball team is currently in pre-
season play. They are fixing details in their game and are 
preparing for a successful season.

Troy Todd
Sophomore Tyler Borges fields a ball during a Babe Ruth 
League World Series game.

Hanson steps up to the plate
Senior softball player Abby Han-

son is preparing for her last season as a 
Lion and is looking to help a young team 
thrive.

The team has extensive sophomore 
and junior class participation and Han-
son and her fellow seniors are hoping to 
build relationships with the younger girls 
on the team this year.

“Building these good relationships 
with the younger girls is something re-
ally important to me,” Hanson said.

Last year Alexa Richardson was the 
only freshman on the varsity squad and 
was scared of being treated with less re-
spect.

Contrary to her fear, she immediately 
felt welcomed to the team and was con-
stantly encouraged by Hanson.

“It was really intimidating, being on 
varsity,” Richardson said, “but Abby was 
always reassuring me and supporting me. 
She is an amazing teammate.”

Hanson was on a path to be able to 
compete in college until recently.

She decided not to play in college in 
favor of her schoolwork. She hopes to 
major in Psychology next fall.

“I realized that it’s just not for me and 
that I’d rather focus on what I’m study-
ing more than playing softball,” Hanson 
said.

According to teammates, Hanson has 
a tendency to downplay her abilities.

have surgery in Oct. of 2013 and only 
got to start one game during the postsea-
son. 

“I hated being out my first year,” 
Hanson said. 

“It’s pretty rare for a freshman to be 
on varsity and I wanted to do everything 
I could to make varsity, but I couldn’t.

I was playing very seriously at that 
point and  I started to worry that I might 
not be able to come back from it,” Han-
son said.”

Last year, the softball team had 
talented senior players and an overall 
strong team, but failed to make it past 
districts. 

“I think some people were disap-
pointed, but I feel like we had a good 
year despite not going as far in the post-
season as we thought we would,” Han-
son said. 

This year the team hopes to go fur-
ther.

“My freshman year we won districts 
and ever since then we’ve all been trying 
to get back to that feeling,” Hanson said. 

Hanson is one of the team’s big play-
makers and could help the team accom-
plish their goal of making it out of dis-
tricts, according to Bennett.

“She was one of our team leaders in 
runs batted in last year and is a key in-
fielder,” Bennett said.

Hanson’s leadership qualities and 
talent led Bennett to speak very highly 
of her senior player. 

“She’s the girl coaches love coach-
ing,” Bennett said.

“She is one of the best players I have 
ever seen, but she is so humble about it,” 
Richardson said. 

“She always gives the team credit in-
stead of herself.”

Head coach Katie Bennett agrees.
“She is never the type to congratulate 

herself no matter had great of a game she 
might have had,” Bennett said. 

Hanson took time off from the sport 
over the summer after her travel team, 
Heat Elite, got disbanded.

She played on the travel team for 
four years, but felt relieved when she had 

the opportunity to take time off.
“It gave me time to think about the 

fun aspect of the sport and why I like 
playing,” Hanson said. 

“I felt kind of burnt out from playing 
so much.”

Hanson first started playing softball 
when she tried out and made the Raa 
Middle School team. 

She quickly fell in love with the sport 
and was excited to play for Leon, but a 
shoulder injury kept her from playing her 
freshman year.

After tearing her labrum, she had to 

Stephanie  Henningsen

Bobby Rice
Sophomore Victor Castillo at bat during a Babe Ruth League 
World Series game.

Alena Nash
Sports Editor

Alena Nash
Sports Editor

Senior Abby Hanson gets ready to field a ball during a game.
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For sophomore Emma McGibany, 
soccer is much more than just a sport. In-
stead, it is a lifestyle.

McGibany has been on Leon’s var-
sity soccer team since her freshman year.

““I made straight varsity and started 
every game freshman year.” McGibany 
says.

 “Emma is a tenacious player who 
constantly works on the field with good 
vision, dribbling and distribution,” var-
sity soccer coach Alex Morris said.

According to McGibany, ever since 
she started  kicking the soccer ball, she 
has not been able to stop. 

“I’ve been playing since I was four,” 
McGibany said. “Every day since then 
has been devoted to soccer.” 

Playing a sport at such a competi-
tive level requires extreme commitment. 
Aside from the Leon soccer team, Mc-
Gibany plays club soccer as well. 

McGibany’s club team is made up of 
players from both Tallahassee and Pan-
ama City. Every week the players meet 
halfway, in Altha, Florida to practice.

In addition to devoting herself to her 

McGibany dominates on soccer field
Christna Hoffman

Sports Editor
work on the field, McGibany is also de-
voted to her work in the classroom. 

McGibany says that she has her eye 
on a few colleges that she would love to 
attend, which include Troy University 
and Appalachian State.

McGibany balances her life on and 
off the field with hard work and dedica-
tion. 

She juggles a challenging school 
schedule and manages to maintain good 
grades. 

Being that it is only her sophomore 
year, McGibany still has two years to re-
ceive more college inquiries. 

“Emma adds great chemistry to the 
team,” Morris said. “Her work rate is ex-
ceptional and her quick wit and sense of 
humor brings balance to the team.”

McGibany enjoys the family dynam-
ic that makes up the girls soccer team at 
Leon. 

Coming from Holy Comforter, Mc-
Gibany learned that Leon is a drastic 
change in scenery and people. 

“Before Leon, I was so used to hav-
ing my school friends separate from my 
soccer friends,” McGibany said. “Com-
ing to Leon it was totally different. Now 
my soccer friends are my school friends, 

and we are like one big family.” 
Additionally, McGibany loves how 

her bond with all of her teammates is 
held on and off the field. 

“Emma is an aggressive player, who 
shows her independence and love for 

the game,” teammate Madison Rumenik 
said. 

McGibany is looking forward to not 
only playing with varsity again this year, 
but also strengthening the bond that the 
team has.

MarySylvia Hinnant
Staff Writer

Another Trojan becomes a Lion

Along with recent transfer 
Tristan Lane, Leon has wel-
comed yet another Trojan onto 
its football team. New teacher 
Brad Casalvieri not only teaches 
biology, but is also the quarter-
back coach and offensive line 
coordinator for the football 
team.

According to head coach 
Tim Cokely, Casalvieri has im-
proved Leon’s offense to be the 
best it has been in years.

“I’m proud Casalvieri has 
been a part of getting our of-
fense to play better,” Cokely 
said.  With his help we don’t 
turn the ball over very much and 
we play smart. We’ll make sure 
Lincoln won’t steal him back.”

This is Casalvieri’s seventh 
year coaching football, and sixth 
year teaching. 

Casalvieri spent the last 
three years at Lincoln, and then 
transferred when he received a 
coaching opportunity and pro-
motion at Leon.

“Coach Casalvieri is a great 
coach,” quarterback Thyran 
Glasco said. “He is very ener-
getic, and seems to pull the best 
out of everyone on the team. He 
has done a tremendous job im-
proving our team this year.”

Casalvieri has brought dif-
ferent teaching techniques to the 

football team that could benefit 
the team throughout the season. 

“Casalvieri was referred to 
me by some of the coaches in 
town and he fit right in with our 
team” Cokely said. 

“He’s impacted our team in 
a positive way. It’s good to have 
young guys like him and Coach 
Pollard to steer our football pro-
gram in the right direction. Our 
offense has improved the most 
this year with Casalvieri.”

Before Lincoln, Casalvieri 
was at John Paul II High School. 

He found this position through a 
mentor company called “Frater-
nus” that teaches high school 
boys the value of friendship and 
brotherhood. The word comes 
from the Latin word “fratrem,” 
which means brother.

Casalvieri worked with 
Fraternus for two years and then 
went into teaching. He started 
coaching with the mentor group 
and soon developed a passion 
for it. 

Casalvieri’s close friend 
Dave Pastanso helped start the 

football coaching program in 
“Fraternus,” and through that 
relationship, Casalvieri began 
helping out.

Casalvieri played football 
throughout high school and into 
college at the University of Del-
aware. Casalvieri is originally 
from New Jersey, but eventu-
ally made his way to Tallahas-
see, when he was offered a job 
at John Paul II.

“I’ve always felt a calling 
towards academics,” Casalvieri 
said.

Casalvieri taught chemistry 
and Advanced Placement Envi-
ronmental Science at Lincoln, 
but currently only teaches biol-
ogy at Leon. Science is one of 
Casalvieri’s favorite subjects to 
teach, but teaching freshmen is 
new to Casalvieri.  

Payton Muscato is currently 
in Casalvieri’s honors biology 
course.

“He gives a large workload, 
but it’s helpful,” Muscato said. 
“He is willing to work with you 
one-on-one and helped me pre-
pare for tests I missed when I 
was sick.” 

Athletic Director Mark 
Feely has gotten a chance to 
know Casalvieri on and off the 
field. 

“I think he’s done a great job 
on the field,” Feely said. “It is 
great to see how much all our 
kids love him. Every time I stick 
my head in his class, Casalvieri 
is up teaching with a lot of en-
ergy.”

Assistant Principal Sarah 
Hembree approves of the addi-
tion to the football team as well. 

“I think Casalvieri is doing 
a great job with his transfer to 
Leon,” Hembree said. “He adds 
more to our science department 
and brings years of experience 
at many different levels. He 
knows his content, he’s willing 
to work and try new things, and 
it has been fun working with 
him so far.”

Brad Casalvieri strategizes with a fellow Lincoln coach during his time working with the Lincoln football team. 
photo courtesy of Brad Casalvieri

Sophomore Emma McGibany has had a passion for soccer since the age of four. She has been 
on Leon’s varsity team for two years.

photo courtesy of Emma McGibany



FALL
SCOREBOARD
Football
Date  Event   
08/26/16 Suwannee
09/09/16 Mosley
09/16/16 Godby
09/22/16 Florida State
10/14/16 Lincoln
10/21/16 Duval Charter
10/28/16 Chiles

Volleyball
Date  Event  
10/04/16 Lincoln
10/07/16 St. Charles East
10/07/16 Bloomington
10/08/16 Lincoln-Way East
10/08/16 Geneva
10/08/16 Neuqua Valley
10/11/16 John Paul II
10/13/16 Choctawhatchee
10/14/16 Middleburg

Boys/Girls Swimming 
Date  Event
09/28/16 Maclay
10/01/16 Panama City Invit. 
10/05/16 Chiles
10/05/16 Lincoln

Boys/Girls Cross Country 
Date  Event  
10/01/16 Buchholz Bobcat 
10/08/16 FSU XC Invit. 
10/22/16 Districts
10/29/16 Regionals
11/05/16 States          

Boys Golf
Date  Event  
08/25/16 Seminole
08/30/16 CCCC
09/08/16 St. James
09/12/16 Killearn
09/13/16 Big Bend
09/20/16 Southwood
09/22/16 Miracle Strip
10/11/16 Districts          
         

Girls Golf
Date  Event  
08/24/16 Seminole
08/25/16 Southwood
08/31/16 CCCC
09/08/16 CCCC
09/14/16 CCCC
09/21/16 Fort Walton
10/11/16 Districts
10/17/16 Regionals

Boys Soccer
Date  Event
11/02/16 Lincoln
11/07/16 Wakulla
11/11/16 Godby

Girls Soccer
Date  Event
11/14/16 Chiles
11/17/16 Lincoln

                                                                                                                                                      
                                                                                                                                                  

W, 31-0
W, 27-13
L, 14-10
W, 23-10
L, 26-3

W, 3-2
W, 2-0
W, 2-0
W, 2-0
W, 2-0
W, 2-0
W, 3-0
L, 3-1
W, 3-0

L, W
L, L
W, W

6th, 3rd
14th, 15th 
 

Alumna takes the court at UF
Christna Hoffman

Sports Editor

Former Leon volleyball player, Grace Pickron, is 
hitting the volleyball court once again, but this time as 
a volunteer manager of the University of Florida vol-
leyball team.

Pickron was introduced to the idea of being a 
volunteer manager at UF, her senior year by her coach, 
Angie Strickland. Now, almost a year later she holds 
the position and loves everyday she spends on the 
court.

“I primarily help with making practice run smooth-
ly,” Pickron said. “I set up drills for the coaches, shag 
balls and hand to coaches.”

As a volunteer manager, Pickron helps facilitate 
smoothly run practices and at the same time, betters 
her understanding of the game.

She credits her success to both the skills taught to 
her on the court, both supplied by the Leon volleyball 
head coach, Angie Strickland. 

“Volleyball at Leon gave me so many skills I 
sue on a daily basis at Florida, and Coach Strickland 
helped guide me to the path that I’m on today.” Pick-
ron says.

Strickland even let Pickron know about the man-
ager positions available at UF. 

“Grace is an incredibly dependable and reliable 
person,” Strickland said. “Whenever I needed someone 
to do something done I knew I could go to Grace and 
trust that she would get it done, the right way.” 

According to Coach Strickland, Pickron holds her-
self to higher standards than those around her, which is 
part of the reason why she is so successful. 

“I always held Grace accountable for her actions, 
on and off the courts,” Strickland said.

“As both a player and a person, Pickron always 
tries to set an example for others.”

Even as a volunteer manager, Pickron still com-
pletes tasks that “make a difference” and better the 
team. 

“Mary Wise, head coach, knows so much about 
the game, but is able to make every member, including 
volunteers like myself, really feel like we are making 
a difference and are appreciated for what we do,” Pick-
ron said.

Despite all the festivities, Willis made an effort to 
put cancer at the center of the Pep Rally. 

“We didn’t want to take away from the cause,” Wil-
lis said.

To help achieve this, Dean of Students Mark Feely 
spoke about his struggle with the disease. SGA also had 
English teachers play an informational video during 
class the day of the rally. The video included testimoni-
als from TMH patients and clips from Leon’s past fun-

“CANCER,” from page 1 

2nd
2nd
1st
2nd
3rd
3rd
8th
3rd

1st
2nd
2nd
1st
2nd
7th
3rd 
7th 

draiser.
Another highlight from the rally, coordinated by 

Willis, was several members of Leon’s staff revealing 
pink hairdos. Teachers Kate Davis, Edith Scheib and 
Greylynne DeWinter dyed their hair pink, as did assis-
tant principal Sarah Hembree. The dye jobs were free, 
courtesy of stylists at Haute Headz salon and friends of 
the teachers. 

Even after the two weeks of events ended, money 
continued to trickle in. Willis and Howard estimate that 
the total is currently around $25,000. 

        Rachel White
Grace Pickron pictured in the UF volleyball equipment room.
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