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Parents control students  with 
smartphone apps
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SGA 
amends 
rules on 
running
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The student government class 
has amended  the SGA Constitu-
tion, establishing new requirements 
that students running for student 
body president or vice president 
must meet.

Any aspiring officer must be in 
the SGA class for at least one year 
and they have to be approved by a 
two-thirds vote by students in the 
class.

“We experience these people 
on a daily basis,” Student Body 
Vice President Heather White said. 

“We get to see their leadership 
skills and their work ethic. We’re 

Instinctually, parents have an 
intense desire to care for their chil-
dren and to lead them on a path to 
success. 

However, some parents control 
their children’s lives to a previously 
unattainable level thanks to advanc-
es in technology.

More students say they are fac-
ing an invasion of privacy as their 
parents begin using smart phone or 
tablet applications to monitor their 
lives. 

Apps, such as My Mobile 
Watchdog, Net Nanny and Mama 
Bear, have created unlimited pos-
sibilities to supervise adolescent 
phone-usage and even keep track of 
teens’ locations. 

Over half of Mama Bear’s us-
ers rely on the app for GPS track-
ing of another person. Not only 
does this new technology track the 
whereabouts of kids, but it also re-
cords information about how safely 
one travels in their car from place 
to place. 

“It stinks being tracked, but in 
the end, it does teach you to be hon-
est,” a Leon student who wished to 
remain anonymous said. 

The application Canary is de-
signed for anxious parents who 
want to make sure their child is 
driving correctly and harmlessly. It 

Top left: The logo for the app My Mobile Watch-
dog, which enables management of phone ac-
tivity. Top right: Net Nanny, an app that blocks 
certain pages on phones due to inapropriate 
content. Bottom left: Mama Bear tracks children 
and gives an interface for parents and children to 
connect. Bottom right and left: Canary monitors 
teen driving. 

alerts the parents when their child is going over 
the speed limit or is using the phone in some way 
while driving over 12 miles per hour. 

Parents are able set up boundaries for where 
their child is allowed to be. If the app detects mo-
tion in a banned area, the parents will be notified. 
Arrival and departure times can also be moni-
tored. 

“They didn’t have these (apps) around when 
I was a kid, we just had the community,” Deputy SEE DRUGS, PAGE 12

Drugs cre-
ate prob-

lem on 
campus 

In 2012, according to the Na-
tional Center on Addiction and 
Substance Abuse, about 17 percent 
of American high school students 
nationwide admitted to smoking 
and/or drinking alcohol during 
school hours.

It’s a statistic that is a source of 
concern for Leon High School’s ad-
ministration and faculty.

“It is the right of a teenager to 
experiment,” said a Leon student, 
who wished to remain anonymous. 
“People should be able to try every-
thing at least once, within reason.”

Drug users hide their narcotics 
at various places on campus, Depu-
ty Thomas Stege said.

Stege claims that the hiding 
places change too frequently in or-
der to be fully investigated. 

Without concrete evidence of a 
student found with drugs on cam-
pus, there is no way to prove them 
innocent or guilty.

However, if caught, the school 
will recommend the student be ex-
pelled for committing a second or 

Memorial arch being built

SEE SGA, PAGE 12
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Leon is in the process of build-
ing a grand arched entryway to 
memorialize those members of the 
Leon community who have passed 
away. 

Principal Billy Epting said the 
inscription on the arch will prob-
ably be “to all of those who have 
gone before us.”  

This project has been in the 
works for a while, the brainchild of 
the Leon Foundation. 

The official draft is dated 
2007, when Rocky Hanna was the 
principal of Leon.

Originally, the plan was to 
commemorate a student named 
Robbie Redding who had recently 
died in a car crash. 

Some money was laid aside in 
preparation for the project, and a 
metal frame was even constructed.  
However, the project was tabled at 
the time due to budget constraints. 

Over the past 
few years, though, 
money for the 
project has slowly 
trickled in, from 
both private do-
nors and the Leon 
County School 
District. 

Ultimately, the 
needed funds were 
gathered.

The arch is 
now set to be 
completed by this 
year’s graduation 
ceremony. 

 Of course, 
when it comes to a such a grand 
project, there are bound to be dif-
fering concerns and opinions. 

For instance, when asked about 
her opinion of this project, guid-
ance counselor Paige Twyman re 
replied, “I think it’s going to look 
nice, [but] when we don’t have 
enough books in the classrooms, I 

have to scratch my head.” 
Epting also weighed in on the 

issue of funding allocation. 
“There’s more than just books 

to an education,” Epting said. 
“[The arch] fits into Leon’s ideals 
of tradition, legacy and years of 
excellence...if your kids and grand-
kids go to Leon, that arch will still 
be there.” 

In terms of student response, 
some, like Twyman, are curious as 
to the justification of an expensive 
project.

Others, like Epting, are all for 
it.

“I find the construction of the 
arch to be an exemplary form of 
Leon pride and tradition,” sopho-
more Dillon Murchison said. 
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Why ain’t ain’t a problem
I imagine that most of us, 

being the public school children 
that we are, have witnessed at 
some point in our lives (and, in all 
probability, far more than once) a 
well-meaning teacher telling some 
lingually errant child to speak 
correctly. Perhaps by using some 
cutesy, singsong expression like 
“ain’t ain’t a word.” 

And throughout our 
schooling, we usually come to 
believe that, in fact, ain’t ain’t a 
word--or, at least, that ain’t and 
other non-Standard American 
English words are somehow 
inferior, both culturally and 
intellectually. 

We’re taught to accept the 
idea of objectivity in language, 
the idea that “proper” (Standard 
American English) speech is 
somehow an ideal to strive for, as if our 
wonderful mutated mongrel of a language 
could ever be a static entity with impartial 
value and meaning. 

I certainly was affected by this teaching 
as a child. I believed in the horribly 
prejudiced idea that a person’s dialect could 
determine whether or not they were “well 
spoken” and that the form of English I was 
taught by my family and my schooling was, 
truly, the best. 

Hopefully, we’re starting to see how this 
mentality may be problematic and how it 
might contribute to things like internalized 
classism and racism.

Because, you see, the thing about 
language--any language--is that, despite all 
our insistences and attempts at dogma in 
the classroom, despite our fallacious ideas 
that there is a “correct” and an “incorrect” 
way to speak, language is constantly in flux, 
changing with the generations. 

In fact, each language is almost like an 
entity in of itself that lives and breeds and 
goes extinct in the same way as any other 
creature. 

This is why dictionaries can actually be 
used to uphold super problematic mentalities 
(and can also often be fairly problematic in 
of themselves). 

Because of the way the idea of  
hierarchical linguistic objectivity is 
preached so forcefully in most systems of 
schooling, we as a culture come to believe 
in dictionaries as some sort of end-all, be-all 
when it comes to the “correct” usage of 
words and what exactly they mean. 

This idea is grossly over simplified. And 
a bit far fetched. 

Dictionaries are written by people. 
Human beings with their own personal 
agendas and prejudices. While I certainly 
think dictionaries can be useful, to overlook 
this fact when using a dictionary is, frankly, 
a mistake, particularly when one is looking 
up terms having to do with specialized 

disciplines and nuanced situations. 
I know that as I say this the majority 

of  English teachers must be turning over 
in their graves--I console myself with the 
hope that the majority of sociologists and 
descriptivist linguists would be nodding in 
approval. 

Regardless, here’s the fact of the matter: 
no form of language is inherently superior 
to any other form of language. To think 
otherwise demonstrates an excessive amount 
of elitism and hubris--plus it ultimately 
contributes to oppression. 

Think about it. When you insist that a 
specific form of language is “incorrect” or 
less legitimate, you inevitably imply that 
people who use non-Standard dialects and 
words in English are less intelligent and 
even inferior. I certainly believed this as 
a child. And it’s not hard to see the racist 
implications of this mentality, as we deny 
the legitimacy, complexity, and even beauty 
of dialects like African American English. 

And the thing is, places like Leon 
High School contribute--albeit usually 
unwittingly--to this racist dogma constantly. 
This is because on a societal, bureaucratic, 
and economic level, high school exists 
to funnel each of us into the job market 
(perhaps with a stint of higher education 
in between), which is traditionally--at least 
in the White Collar sphere-- a place where 
dialects like African American English are 
viewed as disqualifiers and as inherently 
inferior. 

Thus, it’s understandable that schools 
and school districts, usually with more 
or less good (if misguided) intentions at 
heart, insist on attempts at de-legitimizing 
and crushing these types of English. 
It is my belief, however, that this de-
legitimization constitutes a form of linguistic 
discrimination. 

And to think that that’s okay, or that 
everyone should simply “deal with it” and 
conform to Standard American English, 
is insensitive and ethnocentric, and to be 

honest, pretty damn lazy. Plus, that 
mentality ultimately helps to crush 
diversity, which is much more 
valuable than we often give it credit 
for. 

Now, you may be obstinately 
saying to yourself “but if we don’t 
formally teach one dialect of 
English as the desirable “standard”, 
how will we ever be able to 
understand each other? 

Surely if we stop preaching 
hierarchical and inevitably 
prejudiced linguistic worldviews 
about “proper” vs. inferior modes 
of speech, our culture will dissolve  
into a linguistic mess akin to the 
tower of babel.” Or something like 
that?  

If so, I urge you to put your 
fears aside. Language has done 
just fine for many, many, many 
thousands of years--long before any 
state sponsored formal education 

ever came to be (not that I’m knocking state 
sponsored or formal education in any way. 

I just would urge it to be more 
linguistically inclusive). Language is known 
to evolve quite organically, as a natural 
extension of culture, being taught and passed 
on and changing as the culture’s needs 
change. People naturally understood each 
other long before the advent of textbooks 
and rigid grammar rules and ethnic elitism. 

And it is elitism. I mean, let’s be real 
here. The cultural values given the most 
prestige in our society have very white 
and very protestant roots, and while there 
is certainly a good amount of linguistic 
discrimination directed toward Southern 
and rural accents and dialects (which is, to 
be clear, reprehensible), African American 
Vernacular English and other traditionally 
non-white methods of speaking get the brunt 
of social ridicule, both academically and in 
pop-culture, and this distaste and ridicule 
reinforces the idea that what is traditionally 
“white” is right, and that to succeed 
minorities must abandon their cultural roots. 

Thus, to negate the way in 
which someone speaks, or to call it 
“unprofessional,”  on the basis that it is 
somehow objectively incorrect or inferior  
is preposterous and reeks of hubris (and 
also probably has its roots in racism and 
classism) as does the idea that Standard 
American English and other ideals 
traditionally valued in White Protestant 
culture should be what people with 
“deviant” dialects and cultural traits strive 
for. 

In the end, the way a person chooses 
to express themselves through their use of 
language is entirely their business, and while 
we should remember the ways in which race 
and culture has served to create schisms 
and layers of inequality in language, we 
need to accept that no dialect of English is 
inherently superior to any other, and we need 
to incorporate that acceptance into our own 
classrooms, businesses, and--ideally--homes. 

Muireall Brown
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LETTERS TO THE 
EDITORS

DEAR EDITOR,
 There are classes in which stu-

dents are sitting on the ground or stand-
ing due to some class rooms being un-
der-desked. I personally have two classes 
in which I don’t have a seat. It looks re-
ally pathetic to see kids without seats just 
standing in a spot. This school is one of 
the best schools in Leon County and the 
oldest in Florida, yet this school is under-
desked. This is serious and is also affect-
ing people’s education. 

--Sincerely, 
Ahmad Rasul 

DEAR EDITOR,
I think lunch should be pushed out 

of the schedule. It seems like it would be 
easier to just end the day at 12:46 so that 
everyone can go home and eat. I for one 
wouldn’t be opposed to this. You could 
go wherever you wanted to, no matter 
your age and the school wouldn’t have 
to keep track of us. 

-Sincerely, 
Zac Johnson 

DEAR EDITOR, 
I am quite upset by the school’s lack 

of communication and transparency re-
garding exam policy this year, specifically 
where Seniors are concerned. Rumors 
have been going around that Seniors 
have to take exams, but no one seems 
to know who will have to take them or 
when and where they will be testing. 
I would like to see the administration 
make an effort to let Seniors know ahead 
of time what exams we may have to take 
and when we will take them.  

Sincerely, 
Haley Hughen 



Write a Letter to the Editor.

Bring letters to Room IA4 or write to us online at www.leonhighlife.com

Have an opinion? Get it in the paper.

Caroline Zapert
Editorial Editor
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Children need to grow up, but so do 
their parents

structuring the child’s environ-
ment. 

This could be enrolling the 
child in after-school programs, 
establishing rules about the child’s 
activities, and actively staying up-
dated on the child’s whereabouts.

This does not mean parents 
need to microchip their kids 
and track their every move-
ment.  

Mainly because it simply is 
not realistic, but also because most 
kids [teenagers] will go through 
with their plans anyway. 

It is also important to ac-
knowledge that the structure of 
parental monitoring changes as 
the child moves from childhood to 
adolescence. 

And with the increased auton-
omy that is inevitable as one ages, 
a surprising number of parents 
take on the role of what one might 

call the “helicopter parent”.
Authoritarian parenting 

expects children to blindly obey 
without understanding the reasons 
behind the rules and also expect 
their children not to ask ques-
tions in an effort to understand 
why something is being asked or 
required of them.

Just as an authoritarian gov-
ernment expects blind obedience 
and allegiance from its citizens 
with ‘no questions asked and none 
forthcoming’, authoritarian parents 
expect the same blind allegiance 
and obedience from their children. 

Spoiler alert: no dictator-
ship government has ever been 
successful. And, due to the inborn 
nature of humans,  it probably 
never will.

There are and have been some 
rare instances when authoritarian 
thinking was the correct way to 

go.
But apart from being a Roman 

Soldier a few thousand years ago, 
or being a modern soldier who 
must obey orders immediately and 
without question or lives will be 
lost, this type of thinking is best 
left on the battle field and out of 
our homes and away from today’s 
adolescents.

That is because authoritarian 
parenting does not allow chil-
dren to think for themselves and 
actually delays a child’s ability 
to develop critical thinking and 
emotional interaction skills, both 
of which are necessary for success 
in the modern world.

In simpler terms, when parents 
stop talking, children are prone to 
act. 

Parents can force children to 
act a certain way, but people in 
general do not grow and develop 

when deprived of their freedom to 
choose and of the consequences, 
good and bad, that flows from that 
freedom to decide for oneself.

Some of the best learning 
moments occur when a choice we 
make turns out badly and we are 
allowed to learn for ourselves the 
lessons to be learned from those 
mistakes we make.

Today’s generation of young 
people has not developed some of 
the life skills kids did 30 years ago 
because adults swoop in and take 
care of problems for them. 

When these parents rescue 
too quickly and over-indulge their 
children with “assistance,” the 
need for them to navigate hard-
ships and solve problems on their 
own is removed. 

It creates a sense of depen-
dence on parents that sometimes 
lasts a lifetime. 

It’s parenting for the short-
term and it sorely misses the point 
of leadership—to equip our young 
people to do it without help. 

Sooner or later, kids get used 
to someone rescuing them, and 
function following the mindset of 
“if I fail or fall short, an adult will 
smooth things over and remove 
any consequences for my miscon-
duct,” when in reality, this isn’t 
even remotely close to how the 
world works. 

Regardless of age, every single 
day we are exposed to the “real 
world”, and this rather elusive 
place is dangled over the heads of 
soon-to-be graduates and adoles-
cents looking past high school. 

By no means are adolescents 
raised by “helicopter parents” 
ready to take on the responsibility 
of complete autonomy. 

Overinvolved parenting there-
fore disables kids from becoming 
competent adults, not to men-
tion stifling a child’s intellectual 
growth, initiative and creativity. 

Think about it: when given a 
particular assignment, the more 
instructions given, the less room 
left open for originality. 

Forcing ideas and strict guide-
lines on a developing mind does 
nothing but harm.

Inadequate parental monitor-
ing is widely recognized as a risk 
factor for the development of child 
and adolescent conduct problems. 

However, previous studies 
examining parental monitoring 
have largely measured parental 
knowledge, and not the active 
methods used by parents to track 
the activities and behavior of their 
children. 

Child and adolescent conduct 
problems define a broad range of 
behaviors, including aggression, 
oppositionality, delinquency, and 
antisociality. 

These behaviors are associ-
ated with several severe negative 
outcomes in later adolescence and 
adulthood, including school drop-
out, unemployment, and criminal 
behavior. 

Childhood conduct problems 
are the leading reason for referrals 
to mental health services in the 
United States. 

What’s more, the estimated 
cost to society as a result of these 
behavior problems ranges from 
$335 to $350 billion per year. 

As a result of these adverse 
outcomes and the extreme cost to 
society, much research has focused 
on the prevalence, development, 
and prevention of conduct prob-
lems in children and adolescents. 

Poor parenting is one of the 
many risk factors implicated in the 
development of conduct problems. 

Negative parenting behaviors 
shown to predict child conduct 
problems include low parental in-
volvement, poor supervision, and 
harsh, inconsistent discipline. 

Additionally, studies have 
found that the development of 
child conduct problems results 
from a bidirectional interaction of 
child and parent behavior.

Parental monitoring is defined 
as ‘‘a set of correlated parenting 
behaviors involving attention to 
and tracking of the child’s where-
abouts, activities, and adapta-
tions’’. 

This definition identifies good 
parental monitoring as actively 



Lauren Henderson
News Editor
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PARENTS
FROM PAGE 1

At prom this year, students can 
literally take a step into Wonder-
land.

The theme is a spin-off of Alice 
In Wonderland: Whimsical Won-
derland. 

The entrance for prom, to be 
held April 11 at the Car Museum, 
will look like a rabbit hole similar 
to the one in Alice in Wonderland. 
Also, Taylor Swift’s song “Won-
derland” will play as soon as stu-
dents begin to arrive. There will be 
a lounge area including decorated 
furniture which Emma Jo McAu-
liffe has recovered. 

“I have become completely ob-
sessed with planning prom, making 
centerpieces, getting decorations 
and designing layouts. I can barely 
focus on homework,” junior class 
president Elyse Thompson said. 

The juniors used Pinterest to 
find many of their ideas for the 
Wonderland-inspired decorations. 
There will be lots of things hanging 
from the ceiling, keys placed ran-
domly and lots of flowers.

“The sky is the limit with deco-
rations,” junior class vice president 
Camille Cummings said. 

There will also be a photo booth 
with cutouts of the Cheshire cat’s 

New test replaces FCATStudents
create fake

teacher
accounts

Prom draws theme from Alice In
Wonderland

Students are creating fake ac-
counts on Twitter, Instagram and 
Kik mocking teachers, and legisla-
tors have not yet decided a specific 
punishment for fake teacher based 
social networks. 

However, teachers can request 
to have an account investigated 
or reported and the deputy has the 
ability to track a student’s account 
due to it being considered slander-
ous. 

Legal consequences can occur 
if a student makes a threat against 
a school.

“The usual purpose (for cre-
ating the account) occurs when 
a student is angry at a teacher for 
something,” assistant principal 
Sarah Hembree said. “It’s not that 
flattering.” 

Making fake accounts can, 
in fact, cause far reaching conse-
quences.

A fight erupted after a student 
created a fake KIK account about 
another student. The student was 
suspended.

“One particular incident oc-
curred when a student posted on 
a social network ‘Don’t take this 
teacher unless you want your GPA 
to get low,’ ” assistant principal 
Ricky Ardley said. 

Paulette Jordan
Writer

High schools across the state of 
Florida experienced multiple issues 
with the newly implemented Flori-
da Standards Assessment.

This test replaced the Florida 
Comprehensive Assessment Test 
and some end-of-course exams. 

The new test, based on Com-
mon Core, will raise standards by 
adding rigor and depth and will bet-
ter prepare students for their even-
tual college and career paths. 

Teachers use these new stan-
dards as a guide to provide the con-
tent that requires students to think 
deeper and support their answers 
with evidence. 

The FSA will have fewer mul-
tiple choice questions but more 
writing. This means the FSA will 
take longer to complete. The writ-
ing portion, which students took 
earlier this month, was 90 minutes. 

Education Commissioner Pam 
Stewart selected American Insti-
tutes for Research to make the 
FSA. Its cost was $220 million for 
a six-year contract.

Testing was originally sched-
uled to begin March 2, but Superin-
tendent Jackie Pons decided to take 
a cautious approach and delayed 
online testing, deciding to take a 

“time-out.” 
“When it became clear March 

2 that so many districts across the 
state were having serious prob-
lems,” Pons said in a public e-mail, 
“I suspended online testing indefi-
nitely – until I was confident that 
these problems are solved. 

“We want the best possible test-
ing environment for our students 
and that will not occur if there is 
any doubt that students will be able 
to sign on and complete their tests. 
The tenth grade test is directly tied 
to a graduation requirement. Based 
on my nine years of experiences as 
superintendent, we cannot afford to 
allow our students to go in to take 
a test with such high stakes and not 
have all the issues resolved.” 

Some of the issues with testing 
included students having trouble 
accessing the online test, or being 
inadvertently logged out of the test 
and having work lost. 

The issues were caused by 
cyber-attacks on the server used to 
administer the FSA.  

The Florida Department of Ed-
ucation has worked with the Florida 
Department of Law Enforcement to 
solve the problem. 

“This investigation is to be a 
priority for our Cyber-Crime Squad 
and we consulted with our counter-
parts at the FBI,” FDLE Commis-
sioner Rick Swearingen reported to 
the FDOE.  “If suspects are identi-

fied, we will work with prosecutors 
to ensure the perpetrators are held 
accountable.”

By the end of the week, school 
districts reported minor delays. 

“Although we were assured 
that efforts overnight resulted in 
improved system performance,” 
Pons said in his e-mail, “this still 
meant that students would be guin-
ea pigs in a high-stakes roll of the 
dice.”

After the issues were solved a 
question of fairness arose. Students 
who started the test but couldn’t 
complete it may now have an un-

Lauren Henderson
News Editor

Thomas Stege said. 
Although there is a larger per-

centage of adults that are using the 
GPS tracking function of the app, 
social media monitoring is becom-
ing increasingly popular, as well.  

“I think that when parents are 
controlling, they are just asking for 
their kid to lie and sneak around,” 
another Leon student who wished 
to remain anonymous said.

“I found a way around all of 
those things and it just made it 
harder on our relationship.”

Parents can use the Apps to 
prevent other apps from function-
ing during certain hours of the 
days. 

They can also keep their chil-
dren from downloading certain 
other apps.

Furthermore, parents can be 
notified when photos are posted 
online. 

They can also track phone 
calls, read text messages and be 
aware when a “restricted word” is 
used over messaging. 

“It all boils down to trust and 
parenting,” Stege said. “They 
wouldn’t make these apps if there 
wasn’t a huge demand and need 
for it. It allows parents to be pro-
active instead of attempting to be 
reactive.”

smile, Mad Hatter’s hat, Dumb and 
Dumbers’ hats, a clock and other 
Alice in Wonderland cutouts.

There will be 700 prom favors, 
which are a personalized deck of 
cards. They expect a lot of students 
to attend, but most will not stay all 
night.

The event, which was also held 
at the Car Museum last year, will be 
held from 8 p.m. to midnight.

The junior class is in charge of 
prom. 

 “Prom is not an easy task at 
all, and no one person could pos-
sibly put such a large event to-
gether,” Thompson said. “I have 20 
of the  hardest working juniors at 
the school in SGA helping to get it 
done.” 

Before planning prom can be-

gin, fundraisers must be done to 
pay for prom. Fundraising for prom 
started last year. 

Some of the fundraisers were: 
boo bags, business sponsorships, 
Rocktoberfest, stud volleyball,  
“Mane Men” calendar, bake sales 
and the Race for the Ace. 

Race for the Ace was held on 
March 11. Candy bars with a poker 
card inside were sold for $1. Eight 
aces were distributed among candy 
bars, and each student that found an 
ace won a free ticket to prom. 

“So far, planning prom has 
been pretty smooth,” Cummings 
said. “We have more money than 
last year because we started fund-
raising earlier. We are prepared and 
we are not stressed.” 

Overall, prom costs a minimum 

of $7,000, including a venue which 
must hold 500 people, a DJ, a pho-
tographer, security and tickets. 

Food is also an expense.
 This year, there will be a 

themed candy bar along with maca-
roons from Au Peche Mignon and 
water bottles to keep students hy-
drated. 

The students will start prepar-
ing early in the morning on the day 
of prom and will prep the room all 
day. Cleanup will take place the 
next morning.

Other clubs member may vol-
unteer, and freshmen and sopho-
mores can do the coat and shoe 
check for volunteer hours.

The sponsors for prom this 
year include Mrs. Crawford, Mrs. 
Moran and Mrs. Strickland. 

Prom week: April 6-10
Mon.- Jersey Day

Tues.- TV Show Tuesday
Wed.- Wednesday in Wonderland

Thurs.- Funk vs. Punk
Fri.- Red vs. White

fair advantage, because they have 
already seen the test and will be fa-
miliar with the questions. 

“Florida’s new testing regimen 
encourages fear and cynicism,” 
Pons said. “This week’s techno-
logical issues only fuel that fire, 
and they’re not the full extent of the 
problem.

“It’s time for our  political 
leaders to acknowledge that they 
have failed to appropriately vet the 
assorted school improvement and 
accountability policies and prac-
tices that are part of today’s public 
school landscape.”

According to Pons’ e-mail, 
Senator Bill Montford, executive 
director of the Florida Association 
of District School Superintendents, 
has drawn up a new bill that will: 
require the English and math online 
tests to be certified as ready before 
being implemented; prohibit the use 
of the tests for promotion or reten-
tion; eliminate the English portion 
as a graduation requirement; and 
provide a non-electronic option.

More than 397,352 students 
had completed the online exam by 
the end of school on March 6.

At least 35 of 67 school dis-
tricts reported problems, and not all 
tried to test students on March 2.

“I am disappointed but not sur-
prised,” Montford said. “We have 
been concerned about this for two 
years.”

“It’s time for our  
political leaders to 
acknowledge that 
they have failed to 

appropriately vet the 
assorted school im-
provement and ac-
countability policies 
and practices that 
are part of today’s 
public school land-

scape.”  

JACKIE PONS
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For Diane Chancy, teaching 
students has less to do with tech-
nique and more to do with connec-
tivity.

At the beginning of the year, 
Chancy gives students the oppor-
tunity to “design the course” by 
giving them two days to petition 
certain topics they would like to 
study in the curriculum. 

“Giving students a little free-
dom is something that can make 
the school day less stressful,” 
Chancy said. “On the other hand, 
it could cause children to act more 
wild if there isn’t a balance be-
tween fun and education.”

Even when someone is in a 
bad mood or a student gets out of 
line, Chancy has her own way of 
diffusing the problem.

“Humor is something that can 
completely get rid of tension,” 
Chancy said. 

“To be a good teacher, you 
need to be a little humorous. I’d 
say a good educator is someone 
who is a good entertainer.  

“If I wasn’t a good entertainer, 
I would probably never be able to 
get the information across.”   

On March 27, Chancy even 
brought a Tai Chi instructor into 
her class.

Interest in the supernatural and 
her past experiences with nunnery 
have influenced Chancy’s passion 
for teaching. 

Chancy studied the occult 
in literature in college and even 
wrote her masters thesis about the 
subject.

“I’m interested in secrets and 
mysteries,” Chancy said. “Tracing 
themes or symbols through world 
cultures is something I have a pas-
sion for.”

Chancy has taught English 
for more than 30 years but has 
also taught classes such as Brit-
ish literature, American literature, 
Business English, Humanities and 
Mythology.

Chancy’s favorite class during 
school was Humanities, in which 
she found her passion for spiritu-
ality and discovering the truths of 
nature and life as we know it. 

Although Chancy is an “anal 
retentive, obsessive-compulsive, 
type A to the tenth power” when it 
comes to filing and directions, she 
is wide open about ideas and ex-
pression in her teaching.

“She is one of the most under-
standing and down to earth teach-
ers I’ve ever had,” senior Ashleigh 
Giugliano said. 

Giugliano also believes that, 
even though there is a fine line be-
tween student and teacher relation-
ships, Chancy is still able to be a 
well-rounded teacher without act-
ing “holier than thou.”

Although Cannon Haworth is 
talented singer and actor, it is his 
vast collection of shoes that sets 
him apart.

He currently has over 50 pairs 
of shoes.

At the highest point, Haworth, 
who is a member of Mane Event 
and Thespians, hit 60 pairs. 

He began his collection in the 
seventh grade after he got a pair of 
Blue Nike Free Run 2’s. 

 Haworth’s favorite pair of 
shoes are Gray Saucony Jazz Origi-
nals that he bought over spring 
break at the Saucony outlet in Des-
tin. 

 The most expensive pair of 
shoes he has ever purchased cost 
$120. 

 Those costly kicks were a pair 
of Special Edition Olympic Air Jor-

Chancy
 values her 
connection
to students

Sophomore takes ‘sneaker head’ 
to a whole new level

Spotlight 
does not 

intimidate 
confident 
thespian

Michaela Westmoreland
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Haworth 
boasts ex-
tensive col-
lection of 

shoes

Freshman Grace Lengacher 
has already established herself  
with the thespian crowd, as she has 
attained the lead role for the past 
three musical productions.

“Everyone’s so supportive,” 
Lengacher said. “I would definite-
ly call us thespians a family.”

Although playing a lead role 
as an incoming freshman may 
seem like a daunting challenge, 
Lengacher knows how to pull it 
off.

The summer before coming to 
Leon, Lengacher tried out for the 
production “Fiddler on the Roof” 
and secured the spot as the lead 
character, Hodel.

Lengacher’s first experience 
with “Fiddler on the Roof” came 
when she was eight years old at a 

Monticello opera hall.
“My first memory of acting 

was in Fiddler on the Roof,” Len-
gacher said. “I think my familiar-
ity with it helped me get the part.”

Lengacher also gained the 
lead role of Christine Colgate in 
Dirty Rotten Scoundrel which 
was shown near the end of 2014.

To Lengacher, her fellow cast 
and teachers help her the most in 
her acting and singing.

“Most of my friends are in 
thespians,” Lengacher said. “It’s a 
group that has created a bond for 

me that’s as strong as family.
“They are my family.”
Lengacher has also obtained 

the lead in the spring production of 
Dearly Departed in April.

Hayden Palmer, a fellow actor 
and friend of Lengacher’s, is very 
impressed with her.

“Gaining the lead role as an in-
coming freshman is impressive on 
its own,” Palmer said, “but gaining 
the lead in the spring musical is 
even more impressive.

“She’s such a compelling actor 
and she commits to whatever role 

she is given.”
Lengacher has big dreams for 

a singing career.
She hopes to go into opera 

singing and views acting as an en-
tertaining hobby.

“I think everyone should do 
something with acting,” Lengach-
er said. “Whether it be lighting or 
playing a role, it’s an amazing ex-
perience that anyone can enjoy.”

Lengacher hopped on the mu-
sical bandwagon on her fourteenth 
birthday when she started taking 
singing lessons. 

Lengacher’s vocal coach is 
Carla Connors, who was a soloist 
with the Detroit Symphony Or-
chestra.

“She improves [my voice’s] 
quality,” Lengacher said. “Going 
to her is always a great part of my 
weekends.

“She really knows how to pick 
pieces for me that really work.”

Lengacher wants to pursue a 
singing career surrounding opera 
and classical music.

This year, Lengacher is en-
rolled in chorus and keyboard in 
order to keep up with her musical 
lifestyle.

 In her next three years of high 
school, Lengacher plans on audi-
tioning and being a part of melo-
dears and Capital singers, two of 
Leon’s major singing groups.

dan Ones from the Flight Club in 
New York. 

 “I don’t name my shoes,” 
Haworth said. “They retain the 
names they got from their manu-
facturers.”

 Haworth has bookshelves for 
displaying his collection and re-
cently got shoe racks for future ex-
pansion. 

 In his free time, Haworth fol-
lows Instagram accounts of fellow 
shoe collectors and has even  re-
ceived feedback from another shoe 
fanatic.

“There is a community on-
line of people that enjoy shoes.” 
Haworth said. 

 His preferred pair of shoes to 
buy are any pair of Adidas Origi-
nals. 

 The most interesting pair of 
shoes Haworth has owned are Fill-
ing Pieces shoes he got while in 
Amsterdam last summer. 

 He is known for his collection 
and even his family and friends are 
starting to buy him either shoes or 
gift cards as presents. 

 “Cannon’s shoes are such an 
exemplary part of his dynamic per-
sonality,” sophomore Bond Peuck-
ert said. “Without them, the world 
would be a less beautiful place.”

Haworth has so many pairs of 
shoes that he can spare a pair, so he 
decided to commit a selfless act.

Peuckert and Haworth saw a 

homeless man without any shoes, 
and Haworth took it upon himself 
to take off his own and give them 
to the man.

“Cannon is very generous,” 
Peuckert said. “He’s quite the char-
itable saint.”

According to Haworth, every-
day is a new day for some new J’s.

“Cannon has  more shoes than 
he has friends,” sophomore Rachel 
Smith said. “He takes his shoes 
very seriously.” 

In sixth grade, Haworth had 
a pair of black converse high tops 

that he wore with red shoelaces.
“I believe the high tops started 

this fascination with shoes,” sopho-
more Daniela Rodriguez said.

Haworth carries around about 
six pairs of shoes in the trunk of his 
car everywhere he goes.

Haworth likes to save his mon-
ey to buy new shoes whenever he 
gets the chance.

“I don’t always get shoes as 
souvenirs when I go somewhere,” 
Haworth said. “But if a certain pair 
stands out or is rare, I just can’t re-
sist the urge to buy them.”

(Left to right) Grace Lengacher, Mia Pesta and Madeline Leaman play 
significant roles in “Fiddler on the Roof.”

Naomi Rose-Mock

Sophomore Cannon Haworth shows his shoes in an organized display.
Cannon Haworth
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Social studies teacher Amanda Geiger 
frequently visits her parents’ farm in Lib-
erty County. 

The drive from Tallahassee is roughly 
one hour. Geiger says she pretty much visits 
there almost every spring break.

 Sometimes she just 
stays for the day; some-
times she spends several 
consecutive nights there. 
On the Geiger farm they 
raise pastured poultry 
and pastured pork.

 The livestock was 
originally just raised as 
a hobby, although her 
parents recently started 
selling the farmed com-
modities.

Her mother, Zann, 
is an elementary school 
teacher. Her sister, Elis-
hann, is an elementary 
school speech language 
therapist. 

The week her mother and sister get off 
for spring break is a different week than she 
gets off, so they usually can not all spend 
time together at the family farm over their 
respective breaks.

When Geiger stays in town for spring 

break she usually cleans her house.
“I know spring cleaning seems cli-

chéd,” Geiger said. “But I don’t have 
much time to do it besides then.”

For this year’s spring break, Geiger 
got the interior of her house repainted. 
When she purchased the house two years 
ago the interior was painted a deep red 
and a shade of pink.

Geiger had the interior painted grey 
as well as a light blue. She first got ideas 
on what color to paint with on Pinter-

est, before going to a 
paint shop and select-
ing the exact colors.

Besides getting 
her home’s interior 
repainted, Geiger also 
visited a friend in 
Jacksonville for two 
days. 

Her friend is also 
a teacher and her 
spring break was the 
same week as Leon’s.

Geiger is also 
a Florida virtual 
school teacher, so she 
worked over part of 

the spring break.
When Geiger was in high school, 

she and her cousins took a trip to Europe 
over spring break. The trip lasted two 
weeks.

They visited Belgium and France. 
They spent one week in Belgium where 
they went to the cities of Brussels and 
Bruges. In France, they spent a week in 
Paris. 

Like most of his students, first-year 
Leon teacher Steve Fannin spent his 
spring break enjoying a easygoing week 

off of work. 
Fannin remembers past times of 

traveling up north for some last attempts 
of winter-time fun. 

Often, the ideal spring break loca-
tions are broken up into three catego-
ries: going somewhere either extremely 
warm, freezing cold, or merely content 
staying home. 

Some of Fannin's favorite spring 
break memories have been trips to North 
Carolina when he would go white water 
rafting. 

When asked, he had a hard time 
thinking of one specific spring break 
memory that was superior to all the oth-
ers. 

"One time when I was up in North 
Carolina we went white water rafting 
over a lake that was still covered in ice." 
Fannin said. 

It was a tradition for his family to 
travel up to North Carolina for many 
years, each time he would do multiple 
activities during the week. 

Fannin's experiences during spring 
break can compare and contrast to how 
many teenagers spend theirs now.

He spent time with family and 
friends while also trying to keep busy.

Fannin teaches Chemistry Honors 
and AP Chemistry and during the break 
also got ready for the last nine weeks.

While Spanish teacher Janet Taylor 
usually spends her summer breaks travel-
ing to countries all over the world, she 
often relaxes during her spring break.

This year she spent the 10-day 
break at home, wanting to finish some 
books she had started. 

"My husband and I are just relax-
ing this year," Taylor said. 

Unlike her mellow plans for this 
year's spring break, last year she went 
on a cruise with her husband. 

In addition to the cruise, she has 
had many adventurous spring breaks 
when she was a high school and col-
lege student. 

But before moving to Tallahassee 
and before teaching, she lived in mul-
tiple places, including Philadelphia.

While in Philadelphia, her spring 
breaks were filled with visits to the 
nearby art museum and kicking back 
downtown. 

"I used to spend many Saturdays 
just walking around town," Taylor said. 
"I lived in the city and was surrounded 
by lots of places to go." 

Like students these days, she spent 
her break with friends, creating some 
of her favorite spring break memories. 

"Nowadays, the students will go 
to the beach over the break," Taylor 
said. "And when I was in Philadelphia, 
my friends and I would drive to New 
Jersey and spend time at the ocean as 

well. I lived near the ocean and always 
loved to go and swim." 

Like many other teachers at Leon, 
Taylor often spends her spring break re-
laxing and preparing for the fourth quarter 
of the year.

Geiger returns to 
her family roots

Math teacher Art Skelly enjoys going 
on cruises over spring break. 

The last cruise that he took over spring 
break occurred during 2012. Skelly took 
a four day cruise that went from Tampa to 
Cozumel, Mexico. 

He has spent three spring breaks going 
on cruises, though he has gone on more 
cruises that did not occur during spring 
breaks. 

His most recent seafaring escapade was 
in December of 2013, which was a New 
Year’s cruise to Cozumel. 
Skelly will go on his next 
cruise this summer, with 
his family.

When Skelly is not 
spending his spring break 
on a cruise, he will usu-
ally still go out of town. 

His parents live in 
the Florida Keys so he sometimes goes and 
visits them during the break. While in the 
Keys, Skelly enjoys swimming in the ocean 
and boating. 

Sometimes he goes to visit his cousin, 
who has a home in the mountains, near 
Pikes Peak, Colorado.

“I like to travel,” Skelly said.
During the spring break of 2014, Skelly 

lost part of his finger. Skelly was using a 
mandolin slicer when his finger was too 
close to the blade. 

He had to wear a large bandage on his 
hand for two months before it healed.

“Luckily it grew back,” he said.
During that two months Skelly 

could not get his hand wet and had to 
wrap his hand in plastic in order to 
shower. 

Skelly also had his first dance 
competition in that year and had to 
perform with his hand wrapped in a 
bandage.

When Skelly’s children were 
younger, he could not travel as much 
because it was expensive for all of 
them to go. 

Now they are all graduating from 
high school or college, so it is not an 

issue anymore. 
Skelly’s 

birthday would 
also always be 
during spring 
break in the past, 
so it opened up 
more opportuni-
ties for celebra-

tion, though next year it will not be 
during spring break.

For this year’s spring break, 
Skelly spent the first couple of days 
fixing things around his house and do-
ing general maintenance. 

Afterwards, he headed up to At-
lanta for a few days to both celebrate 
his birthday and partake in another 
dance competition, the Peach State 
Dance Festival. 

Skelly won first place in two divi-
sions.

Teachers relish their time over spring break 

Taylor remembers  
busy city life 

Fannin recollects 
white water rafting 

Skelly voyages across 
land and sea 
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A random selection of teachers were asked the following question: “Did you perform any school-relat-
ed work over spring break?”

“...I’m not 
saying I dis-
like the col-
ors. They’re 

just not what 
I would have 

picked...” 

“I cut off a 
good chunk of 

my finger.”
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Junior Westin Bielecky is in-
volved in several unusual sports. 

Bielecky started rock climbing 
about a year ago. His friend, Ben 
Reams, introduced him to it. 

Bielecky found rock climbing 
to be very fun and interesting, so he 
kept up with it. 

Bielecky does rock climbing 
at The Tallahassee Rock Climbing 
Gym in Railroad Square. 

Bielecky has only climbed real 
rocks once, while he was on vaca-
tion in Seattle. 

“Rock climbing is really fun 
and is a great way to work out," 
Bielecky said. 

In addition to rock climbing, 
Bielecky is also involved in tight 
rope walking, skim boarding and 
the Leon bowling club. 

"I don't like team sports be-
cause they're boring," Bielecky 
said. 

"Rock climbing is a lot more 
fun and interesting."

The hardest part of rock climb-
ing is obviously staying on the 
rocks and not falling off. 

"When you don't have a lot of 
stamina, it's easier for you to fall of 
the rocks," Bielecky said. 

Bielecky used to go the rock 
climbing gym seven days a week. 

"My stamina got built up really 
high and I improved immensely," 
Bielecky said. 

"However, whenever I would 
miss a few days, I clearly lost stam-
ina and wouldn't climb as well and 
go for as long."

Currently, Bielecky tries to go 
to the climbing gym as much as 
possible. 

He goes about a couple days a 
week. 

"This summer I plan on rock 
climbing religiously," Bielecky 
said. 

"I'll be there every day every 
week and sometimes I may go 
twice in one day."

Bielecky does not work out in 
exercise gyms. 

He does not like them because 
he says he feels self-conscious 
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Westin Bielecky goes to the Tallahassee Rock Climbing Gym as many 
times a week as possible.

Photo courtesy of Westin Bielecky

By the time science teacher Ray Johnson 
was 17 years old, he had already moved from 
city to city about 17 different times.

Johnson has been teaching anatomy, 
psychology and biology at Leon for 13 years 
now. 

“The best part about teaching is being 
able to share my knowledge,” Johnson said.

Johnson’s students are fascinated by his 
many intriguing stories and think he is an ex-
cellent teacher. 

“He is the most interesting person I have 
ever met,” junior Brie Grimes said. “His real-
ism is probably the best thing about him.

“On top of everything, he has an amaz-
ing ponytail.”

Along with teaching, Johnson has had a 
passion for animals since his childhood. 

He has been hunting and fishing for as 
long as he can remember. 

Johnson  even taught himself to perform 
taxidermy when he was only in elementary 
school.

When he was in third grade, Johnson and 
his friends would go and trap pocket gophers 
and skin them to earn 25 cents per skin. 

Currently, Johnson owns five dogs and 
four cats. 

Unfortunately, his six chickens were re-
cently eaten by pit bulls.

Above all other animals, Johnson has a 
certain affinity for horses.

“My main forte is riding horses,” John-

son said. “Horses are the biggest part of my 
life.”

Johnson has been riding horses for 
roughly 20 years, since his mid-thirties. He 
really became interested in everything eques-
trian after getting his pre-vet.

After receiving his degree in science 
education, Johnson moved to Findlay Uni-
versity in Ohio where he received a degree 
in equine science with an emphasis on riding 
and training western. 

Originally, he planned to begin his own 
horse farm right away, but plans changed.

Johnson has his own business where he 
rides, trains and gives people horse lessons. 
Along with that, he competes in horse show 
events.

The event that Johnson competes in is 
called “cutting.” 

This event judges the horse’s and rider’s 
ability to separate a single animal away from 
a cattle herd and keep it away for two min-
utes and 30 seconds.

In the future, Johnson dreams of owning 
his own horse boarding and training facility.

One of the most inspirational people in 
Johnson’s life is his wife, Christine. 

Christine also rides horses and has been 
riding since a very young age. 

“She’s very positive and doesn’t give 
up,” Ray said. “We take care of each other.”

The most fascinating thing that Johnson 
has ever done in his life was an autopsy on a 
horse at Findlay.

His attraction to science and horses were 
both met in this event. 

because he can’t lift excessive 
amounts of weight.

"At the rock climbing gym, 
you don't have to worry about 
falling because the people there 
are pretty cool and fall sometimes 
themselves," Bielecky said. 

"Even the people that are really 
good fall occasionally."

Although Bielecky does not at-
tend an exercise gym, he still is in 
shape due to rock climbing.

Eventually, Bielecky would 
like to climb a real mountain. 

"I don't know if I'll get to 
that point, but I really hope I do," 
Bielecky said. 

Bielecky does not look up 
to any particularly famous rock 
climbers.

Reams also introduced 
Bielecky to tightrope walking. 

They normally do tightrope 
walking in between two trees, and 
about three feet off the ground. 

"I can make it across the rope 
a few times before falling off," 
Bielecky said. 

Bielecky prefers rock climbing 
to tightrope walking. 

Tightrope walking is more of 
something that Bielecky does for 
fun on the side and just when he is 
hanging out with his friends.

Bielecky also does not like 

tightrope walking that much as he 
is not very successful at it. 

While tightrope walking only 
three feet off the ground, rock 
climbing can be anywhere from 20  
to 100 feet off the ground.

Rock climbing is also not a 
cheap sport.

Bielecky recently purchased an 
expensive harness and he also has 
to have special shoes and chalk.

Rock climbing in a gym can be 
difficult due to the changing of the 
position of the rocks.

“I finally get one rock pattern 

down really well, and then they 
completely rearrange the rocks,” 
Bielecky said. 

“They typically change the 
rocks about every two weeks.”

Bielecky likes free climbing 
more than tall climbing because it 
is cheaper.

Free climbing is only 20 feet   
off the ground, while tall climbing 
is about 100 feet in the air.

Bielecky went to Rickards his 
freshmen and sophomore year, and 
then transferred to Leon for his ju-
nior year.

Bielecky climbs to the top
Student 
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Equine science is a special 
interest for Johnson
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Junior a woman to watch
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Junior Eva Rosenzweig was 
recently named one of five Young 
Women to Watch in Tallahassee.

Out of the 200 people that were 
nominated for this honor, only 25 
were selected. Of the 25, only five 
were high school students. Receiv-
ing this title and reward is a privi-
lege, to say the least.

Rosenzweig has been involved 
in Tallahassee’s community in 
many different aspects. The most 
widely known of her accomplish-
ments is the illustrious Before I Die 
wall located downtown.

She considers the wall to be 
her biggest accomplishment, and 
credits a lot of the hard work put 
into it to her best friend, Rachel 
Joyner.

Along with the wall, Rosen-
zweig serves at Temple Israel, 
teaching younger children. She 
volunteers at ECHO, one of Tallahassee’s 
homeless shelters, serving and making food, 
as well as at Big Bend Cares, another shelter. 

“She is very smart.” sophomore Ve-
ronica Teek said. “She’s kind and inclusive, 
thoughtful and spunky.”

Rosenzweig was nominated by two peo-
ple who had nothing to do with each other. 

“It was just so nice to know that people 
thought to nominate me for this,” Rosenz-
weig said. “It’s great that people actually no-
tice that community service does matter.”

The two people that nominated Rosenz-

weig were Jonathon Johnson, a family friend, 
and Valerie Smith, the administrative director 
at Young Actors theater.

In the future, Rosenzweig hopes to share 
the importance of community service with 
others. She believes that everyone has their 
own sort of talent that they can contribute to 
their community. 

“I think everyone can find something,” 
Rosenzweig said. “It just takes effort to find 
it.”

Rosenzweig thinks that her “thing” is 
just making other people happy.

Eva Rosenzweig poses in front of Before I Die Tallahas-
see’s wall on opening day.

Liz Joyner
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It’s obvious that no matter what we do as 
a society, drugs will always be available for 
consumption. Over the past few years, drugs 
have become easier to find.

 Due to the availability of drugs for both 
athletes and recreational users, drugs have 
become even more tempting. The question is, 
how can we limit or prevent drug use among 
our athletes?

 Recreational use is one thing, but own-
ers and managers in professional sports are 
doing everything they can to prevent athletes 
from using drugs.

 The biggest cause for concern in athlet-
ics is steroids. This problem is not one that 
only occurs in professional sports, either.

 It can happen as early as high school.
 It wouldn’t be such a surprise to find an 

athlete at Leon who tried steroids or growth 
hormones.

 Now I understand why colleges or pro-
fessional sports teams would be concerned 
with steroid use. They are investing millions 
of dollars in scholarships for their athletes.

Those coaches and owners also have a 
large amount of funding for that. They can 
invest in athletes and they have the money to 
drug test athletes if they see that it is neces-
sary.

According to FHSAA executive director 
Roger Dearing, it would cost an estimated 42 
million dollars per year to test all 283,000 
high school athletes in Florida.

Is drug testing athletes worth the money? 
Could the state of Florida require a drug test 
fee in order for students to be eligible for ath-
letics?

 There is not a shadow of a doubt in my 
mind that drug testing is necessary. If Florida 
could find a way to fund such a program, they 
should do so.

In 2007, the FHSAA  received a $100,000 
grant from the state to drug test 600 athletes 
from 53 different high schools.

 The athletes were tested for PED’s (per-
formance enhancing drugs) in three sports - 
football, baseball and weight lifting.

 Out of all of the people tested, only one 
of them tested positive for steroid use. 

Unfortunately, the drug testing program 
was cut in 2009 when FHSAA officials said, 
with a struggling economy, they could not 
justify spending $100,000 on the program.

What would even happen if the FHSAA 
did find a way to drug test high school ath-
letes? There are more than just questions 
about money.

 How would the FHSAA handle the test-
ing? What would be the consequences if an 
athlete tested positive?

I think that it should be required for ath-
letes to pay for their drug tests in a team fee.

 I do not think that the FHSAA should 
have to find a way to fund the drug testing 
program.

 It’s safe to say that a lot of athletes who 
play in high school are looking to play in 
college. At the collegiate level, testing is re-
quired. 

If you refuse to take a test in high school 
then you might as well not participate in 
sports.  If an athlete can’t afford to pay for the 
test, there are many different ways to raise 
funds.

If an athlete can afford to use drugs, he or 
she can afford to pay for the drug test.

Drugs have a profound im-
pact on sports in today’s soci-
ety. 

Even at the high school 
level, athletes are doing every-
thing they can do to get an edge 
on the competition. 

Growth hormone drugs 
like steroids have the greatest 
impact in terms of performance 
enhancement.

 Big-time athletes like Alex 
Rodriguez, Roger Clemens, 
Lance Armstrong and Reggie 
Bush have all been questioned 
for their frequent drug use. 

Drug use doesn’t just occur 
at the professional level either. 
There have been several in-
stances when teens have tried 
performance enhancing drugs.

 High school students have 
become increasingly bigger and there are a 
lot of questions left to be answered because 
of that.

 ESPN’s “Outside the Lines” reported in 
2013 that Tony Bosch, the former operator of 
a Coral Gables clinic at the heart of a Ma-
jor League Baseball investigation, provided 
performance-enhancing drugs to numerous 
high school students.

One former Biogenesis of America em-
ployee, Porter Fischer, told “Outside the 
Lines” he regularly saw 16- and 17-year-old 
boys come to the clinic, sometimes with their 
fathers. 

Athletic director won’t quit
On the darkened campus of Leon High 

School, Athletic Director Mark Feely was 
suddenly approached by the Tallahassee 
Police Department and told to drop to the 
ground.

Feely, along with former principal 
Rocky Hanna, was wearing scrubs painted 
with prison stripes and a serial number.

It took a while for the cops to realize that 
they weren’t dealing with escaped prisoners. 
The two men they had just apprehended were 
part of a cancer fundraising project.

That week, Feely and Hanna spent every 
night in a makeshift tree fort in the oak tree 
in front of Leon.

Parents brought them coffee and donuts 
in the morning and pizza at night. They also 
had a television hooked up to watch Monday 
Night Football.

The stunt was a reward to students for 
raising more money for cancer than the pre-
vious year.

Since Feely and Hanna were “prisoners” 
to the oak tree, they had to wear the striped 
jumpsuits.

Feely and Hanna had planned events 
like this in the past. The first was a parachute 
jump out of an airplane.

When a math teacher offered to use sky-
diving as a fundraising incentive for stu-
dents, Feely not only volunteered himself, 
but Hanna as well - even though the principal 
was afraid of heights.

“That guy was afraid to even climb a 

ladder,” Feely said.
But even white-faced with terror, Hanna 

and Feely did the jump. It was followed by 
a bull ride the next year, when students do-
nated $12,000.

The next year, though, Feely himself was 
diagnosed with multiple myeloma on Fat 
Tuesday. The doctors gave him 37 months 
to live.

Over the following years, Feely had two 
stem cell transplants at Shand’s Hospital in 
Gainesville. Currently, he is on a kidney di-

alysis machine every night for nine hours.
However, giving up has never been an 

option.
“A lot of people get sick and just quit, 

just give up and die,” Feely said. “You have 
to have some kind of inspiration.”

His inspiration comes from his greatest 
accomplishments: his four children. He has 
already watched three of them graduate from 
Leon.

His oldest, Ashlynne, was captain of the 
dance team. Eric pitched for baseball and 
Ryan was football captain. Feely’s youngest, 
Drew, will graduate from Raa Middle School 
this year.

Feely and his wife, Candace, have never 
had trouble with their kids.

“I think we’ve raised them very well,” 
Feely said. “As a parent, that’s what your job 
is.”

Feely also finds enjoyment in his work. 
He says that working at Leon is his dream 
job. He’s in charge of parking, facilities, stu-
dent activities, clubs and 38 sports teams.

Before coming to Leon, Feely coached 
Godby football for 14 seasons with Hanna. 
He can still recall his most memorable game, 
when Godby was playing Niceville on Hal-
loween night.

The stadium was shaped like a giant 
bowl, and fog made it hard to see. Feely says 
it was like a horror movie.

Godby lost, but the Niceville fans gave 
them a standing ovation.

As for the future, Feely wants to extend 
his life as long as possible. He hopes to out-
live his dog, and see Drew graduate in 2019.

Hannah Wong
Guest Writer

The teens were given sports performance 
packages that included HGH testosterone. 
Following the report from ‘Outside the 
Lines,” the Florida High School Athletic As-
sociation began the process of implementing 
tougher guidelines for PED testing that will 
be enforced by the individual school districts.  

“We believe we must draw a line in 
the sand regarding performance enhancing 
drugs,” FHSAA Executive Director Roger 
Dearing told the Miami Herald. “It’s been 
the elephant in the room that all of us have 
known existed for a long time, but we may 
not have been as vigilant as we should have 

been.”
When the program first 

began in 2007-08, one indi-
vidual out of 600 athletes 
tested positive for two sub-
stances on the banned list. 
53 high schools throughout 
the state of Florida partici-
pated in the program for the 
2007-2008 school year, in-
cluding local high school 
Taylor county.

 Leon High School 
football coach Tim Cokely 
weighed in on the issue 
through an interview cour-
tesy of WFSU.

 “I’ve been around a 
lot of football players in the 
FHSAA; I’ve coached a lot 
of teams and a lot of kids. 
To me, I think it would be 
impossible for it to be prev-
alent. I think it’s anecdotal, 
what’s happened in Miami,” 

Cokely said.
 If the Florida High School Athletic As-

sociation should choose to resume drug test-
ing high school athletes, they would not be 
the first state to do so. 

The New Jersey State Interscholastic 
Athletic Association was the first high school 
association in the country to start drug test-
ing.  

In its seventh year of testing, it will 
test 500 student-athletes this year during its 
championship events. The percent of stu-
dents athletes that tested positive has never 
exceeded one percent. 

Mark Feely poses with former principal  
Rocky Hanna during a previous Cancer Week.
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“I enjoy being a leader on the 
team,” Fountain said. “I like taking 
on the responsibility of having the 
team on my back.”

Fountain says that she wants to 
be responsible for the outcome of 
a game, win or lose, because she 
likes the feeling of having the game 
on her shoulders.

Although Fountain feels as 
though the younger girls look up to 
her, they are close with each other.

“Age isn’t a big factor for this 
team,” Fountain said. “We all love 
each other.”

Fountain says her most 
rewarding memory on the team was 
during freshman year in a game  
against Rickards. 

Leon’s starting wide receiver 
got hurt, so she was called to the 
field to fill that spot. 

After she went in, the team 
scored and the game was tied in the 
4th quarter. 

“I knew the extra point would 
win the game,” Fountain said. “The 
next thing I knew, I got open and 
they threw it to me and we won the 
game. It was a very proud moment 
for me.”

Fountain’s family is very 
supportive of her athletic career. 
Both of her older sisters played 
soccer and both of her parents were 
involved in athletics.
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Junior embraces position change
Hannah Rodriguez

Sports Writer

Hannah Rodriguez
Sports Writer

Flag football quarterback 
Angela Fountain battles with a 
lack of team chemistry and the 
unfamiliarities of a new position.

Fountain began playing in her 
freshman year when the varsity 
soccer team’s assistant coach asked 
her to come out for the team.

Consequently, she made 
varsity as a freshman and played 
the position of cornerback. 

“I had always wanted to play 
football but it was a guy’s sport,” 
Fountain said. “So when the coach 
asked me to try out, I knew I was 
going to do it.”

In her sophomore year, her 
position changed again. She was 
moved to center and wide receiver. 

However, now that the starting 
quarterback from last year has 
graduated, Fountain has been 
moved to the starting quarterback 
spot. 

Although she was nervous 
at first, Fountain now likes the 
challenge this new position brings 
and likes making plays for her 
team. 

She says the hardest part is 
quickly making accurate reads of 
the defense and then finding the 
open receiver. 

In fact, Fountain practices 

drills which mimics this pressure. 
After the ball is snapped, she is 
given only three seconds to make a 
read and throw the ball.

Fountain says one of her go-
to receivers is sophomore Katie 
Huettal.

Huettal describes Fountain as 
very positive and a great leader.

“She never gets down on 
herself or her team,” Huettal says. 
“She knows the game really well 
and she helps the younger players 
out a lot, guiding them and telling 
them what to do.”

Fountain is also on the varsity 
soccer team and she says she 
definitely feels her soccer career 
has helped adjust to her role as 
quarterback.  

In soccer, she is a goalie. This 
position revolves around hand-eye 
coordination which Fountain says 
greatly correlates to the position of 
quarterback. 

“It definitely helps,” Fountain 
said. “I am constantly using my 
hands instead of my feet, which 
helps when throwing the ball.”

Fountain has put in a lot of 
work to become comfortable with 
her new position. 

She practices throwing routes 
every day and, over the summer, 
she focused on her throwing.

“It’s all about how you step 

into the ball,” Fountain said. 
Fountain says she can now 

accurately throw a football 40 
yards.

Out of all the positions she 
has played, she enjoys receiver the 
most. 

However, she likes the 
challenge of being a quarterback 
and plans on embracing her new 
position.

She also feels the pressure of 
playing such a vital position. 

Furthermore, the team returned 
only five players this year and, 
therefore, contains many new 
receivers who have not played with 
Fountain yet. 

Despite this problem, Fountain 
claims she plays better under 
pressure, and plans on using this to 
improve herself.

Fountain is a captain on the 
team along with sophomores Katie 
Huettal and Patricia Prather, junior 
Morgan Bruhn. 

Senior Jared Clevenger is the 
starting second baseman and the 
lead-off for the batting lineup for 
the varsity baseball team. 

He began playing at a very 
young age and soon realized that 
this was the passion he wanted to 
pursue. 

“It just came very naturally 
for me,” Clevenger said. “It just 
clicked and I knew this was some-
thing I wanted to do.”

Clevenger says the most diffi-
cult part about his position is exe-
cuting the plays correctly when the 
coach calls them. 

He feels his strong suit, how-
ever, is his defense and fielding.

Teammates describe Clevenger 
as a great teammate on and off the 
field.

“He works hard and gives it his 
all every day,” senior Josh Noth-
dorft said. “He is a great athlete and 
deserves the best. 

“He is a great kid and has a 
lot ahead of him to become one of 
the greatest baseball players I have 
played with.”

Clevenger is serious about 
playing at the collegiate level as 
well, and thus far has received 
an offer from the University of 
Dubuque in Iowa and is also look-
ing at Flagler University and FIU.

In terms of a career, Cleveng-
er says that, “it has always been a 
dream of mine to play profession-
ally.”

Aside from Leon, Clevenger 
also plays travel baseball for Chain 
Baseball Club in Georgia.

 He received a call that the 
team needed a short-stop and took 
the offer.

Clevenger says it was an easy 
transition going from second base 
to short-stop.

“I grew up playing second, so 
it’s more natural,” Clevenger said. 
“But I have grown into short-stop 
so it is becoming natural as well.”

Clevenger feels that although 
both are competitive, he enjoys 
high school ball more. 

“It’s more fun representing 
your school,” Clevenger said.

“He’s a great player, teammate 
and friend,” senior John Scott Dai-
ley said. “He’s an all-around great 
guy in everything and leads the 

team.”
Clevenger recalls his most 

memorable moment at the age of 
12, where he played a tournament 
in Cooperstown, New York. 

The tournament was single 
elimination and his team  won five 
games in a row, but lost the sixth.

The varsity squad recently 
competed in a tournament in Jack-
sonville, where they went undefeat-
ed with a record of 4-0.

Clevenger says that the team 
chemistry has been going very well 
and everything is just clicking.

Clevenger’s parents are very 
supportive of his athletics.

 He comes from an athletic 
family. His sister plays volleyball 
and his dad participated in athletics 
in high school. 

Outside of baseball, Clevenger 
participates in Lion’s United and is 
a member of the French National 
Honor Society.

Clevenger was inspired to par-
ticipate in Lion’s United because 
of his uncle, who has Down Syn-
drome. 

He attended their softball tour-
nament in Orlando, where his team 
won the gold medal.

Second baseman leads off

Quarterback Angela Fountain prepares to throw the football down field.

photo courtesy of Angela Foutain

Muhammed Rasul’s cricket 
team is currently ranked num-
ber one in the Big Bend Cricket 
League.

Furthermore, Rasul is the num-
ber one ranked player in the league.

The high school senior began 
playing the sport of cricket at the 
age of four. He has been playing 
in the Big Bend Cricket League for 
four and a half years. This league 
includes teams from North and 
Central Florida as well as Southern 
Georgia.

Although it is an adult league, 
Rasul, 17, has been allowed to play 
despite his age.

Due to lack of interest and 
number of players in the area, the 
league allowed players who do not 
meet the age requirement to com-
pete.

Rasul’s team was formerly 
known as the Tallahassee Super 
Kings, but it was changed this year 
to the Tallahassee Seminoles.

“I know the new name is very 
clichéd,” Rasul said. “It wasn’t my 
idea.”

New rankings for the Big Bend 
Cricket League are released ev-

ery six months. The new team and 
player rankings will be available in 
June.

Rasul planned to start a cricket 
club at Leon High School. He had 
sponsors that offered to donate 
cricket equipment.

However, Rasul did not go 
through with his plans because 
there were not enough students who 
were interested in playing cricket.

Florida State University has 
a cricket club. Rasul said if he at-
tends FSU he plans to join.

Rasul’s team practices every 
Sunday at Tom Brown Park.

Michael Manias
Features Editor

Senior excels at cricket

Senior Muhammed Rasul kisses a  
cricket trophy.

photo courtesy of Muhammed Rasul



and JT placed fourth. 
Although the boys are close in 

age they have been wrestling for 
different amounts of time. 

“This is my third year wres-
tling,” Joey said. “I chose to wres-
tle because I really like to win and 
I like the competitiveness of the 
sport.”

JT has been wrestling for two 
years, while Justin has been dedi-
cated to the sport for four years. 
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Brothers dominate in wrestling
Traci Creel
Sports Writer

Left to right: Justin Grant, Coach Nick, JT Grant, Joey Grant, Coach Ringel and Gabe Beyer posing after the State 
tournament. 

This year, the boys wrestling 
team acquired a trio of astonishing 
talent. 

The Grant brothers: Joey, 
weighing 182 pounds; Justin, 
weighing in at 220 pounds; and JT, 
at 152 pounds.

The Grant brothers transferred 
from Florida High.

“We all admired how the 
coaches here at Leon devoted all of 
their time and their effort towards 
their sports,” junior Joey said. 

Although this was their first 
year on the team, each one of the 
Grant brothers qualified for the 
state tournament, along with team-
mate Gabe Beyer. 

“It was a good experience,” 
Beyer said. “They really come to-
gether at such big times like.”

At state, Joey placed fifth, but 
his brothers failed to place.

“My brothers and I have al-
ways been pretty close,” Joey said.  
“Making it to state together was a 
big accomplishment for us.”

At the beginning of the sea-
son, the boys made one big goal 
for themselves and that goal was 
to compete at the state competition 
together. 

During the competition, all 
three boys won at least one match.

Joey went 3-2, while freshman 
Justin and sophomore JT both went 
1-2.

At the regional finals, Joey 
placed first, Justin placed second 

“I tried out for softball at Mess-
er Park once,” JT said. “I didn’t 
make the team and my brothers 
wrestled so I figured that I should 
give it a shot.”

Joey began his wrestling career 
at Florida High during his eighth 
grade year.

 That season, Joey’s record was 
32-12. At Leon, he finished the sea-
son with a record of 27-3.

JT finished this season with a 

record of 23-11, while Justin went 
34-8.

While wrestling at Florida 
High, Justin had a record of 23-14. 

“All I like to do is wrestle,” 
Justin said. “Since I also play crick-
et, wrestling helps out a lot with my 
strength.”

Justin is not  the only brother 
who plays another sport. Joey and 
JT both play football.

The boys spend at least two to 

three hours a day practicing. 
They dedicate a lot of their time 

to conditioning and love wrestling 
with other members of the team.

At practice, the boys wrestle 
with one another to spark some 
brotherly competition. 

“I believe the Grants all work 
really well together,” Beyer said. 
“They all push each other in every 
practice and always compete with 
one another to get their mind sets 
ready for anything.” 

One could only expect there to 
be some disagreements on a team 
with siblings.

“We have had our battles 
throughout the season,” Joey said. 
“Wrestling and practicing together 
this year has given us a better con-
nection with one another.”

Each of the Grant brothers 
agreed that being on the same team 
this year made their bond stronger.

“This season not only made our 
bond stronger,” Justin said, “but it 
has also strengthened us mentally 
and physically for the sport.”

The boys have already begun 
training for next season, as well as 
practicing for their other sports.

“Each one of them are so sup-
portive of one another,” Beyer said.  
“Whenever one of the would com-
pete the others would be right there 
to cheer him on.”

JT has already started planning 
his goals for next year.

“I would really like to focus on 
getting first at Regionals and Dis-
tricts,” JT said. “I would also like a 
medal at State.” 

Nancy Grant

Logan McLanahan
Sports Writer

Lacrosse captain Alex Strickland, a se-
nior, has been playing lacrosse for five years. 

Outside of Leon, Strickland played on a 
travel team called the “Fighting Opossums.”

“We’re a team from the South and when 
we had to pick a name we went for the most 
redneck sounding one we could think of,” 
Strickland said. 

The name was decided by the team along 
with the coaching staff because their sched-
ule consisted of most teams from Northern 
and Southern Florida.

Strickland began playing his eighth 
grade year because his friends were playing 
and they wanted him to get involved.

Up until ninth grade, Strickland played 
football, but decided not to further his foot-
ball career due to a lack of interest.

Strickland is a team captain alongside 
senior Jackson Sellers. 

“Our main goal is just to make sure that 
everyone knows what they’re doing,” Strick-
land said. “We also want to keep the team or-
ganized and we love to break down in team 
huddles.”

Strickland believes that the best team in 
the district is Maclay.

“Maclay is a really strong team,” Strick-
land said. “But when it comes down to who 
our closest match-up is I would have to say 

Lincoln.” 
Strickland believes that Lincoln com-

petes highly with Leon only on a skill-based 
level.

Teammate Quinten Sarvary agrees with 
Strickland stating that Lincoln is by far the 
“closest match-up.”

Along with Lincoln being a close match-
up within the district, Gulf Breeze is a close 
second.

“We always play well when we face Gulf 
Breeze,” Strickland said. “They’re just a re-
ally good team.”

So far this season the varsity lacrosse 
team is 2-9.

The team practices for roughly two hours 
every weekday and even sometimes on Sat-
urdays and Sundays, depending on if they 
have a game in the upcoming week.

Strickland has not yet decided where he 
would like to attend college and has not made 
a final decision on if he would like to con-
tinue to play lacrosse.

“If I did play while in college, I would 
more than likely play intramural lacrosse and 
football,” he said.

Despite lacrosse, Strickland is also sec-
retary of SGA, Interact Club and Pierian. 

“I like being involved,” Strickland said. 
“I figured that if I was going to spend my se-
nior year in SGA, then I might as well take 
up an office position to make it really count.” 

Lacrosse captain Strickland 
unites team

Traci Creel
Sports Writer

After being part of the number one pair-
ing on the sand volleyball team last year, 
junior Tyra Buehner is returning for another 
season. 

Buehner was partners with Jaynie Mitch-
ell last year.

Buehner has been playing indoor volley-
ball since she was in sixth grade. 

She played for Leon her freshman year 
on junior varsity and varsity her sophomore 
year. She wants to focus more on sand vol-
leyball, so she no longer plays indoors.

Buehner also plays club sand volleyball. 
She has been playing sand since the spring of 
her freshman year. 

Leon did not have a sand volleyball team 
until last year. 

“The differences between sand and in-
door are just technical differences,” Buehner 
said. 

“The major difference, other than the 
court, is that in indoor you have six people 
on the court and in sand you only have two.”

Buehner says she does not have a set 
position because with sand both players do 
everything.

Angie Strickland is the coach for both 
indoor and sand volleyball at Leon. 

Last year was Strickland’s first year 
coaching sand volleyball ever. 

“She is more strict during indoor, but I 
think that’s just because last year she was fig-
uring everything out” Buehner said.

“I have a feeling this year will be a little 
different since she has gotten a feel for what 
sand season is like.”

One of Buehner’s coaches from club will 
be helping coach sand at Leon this season.

Hoping to keep her spot as number one 
this season, Buehner has some goals set for 
the season. 

She is hoping to stay on top and keep the 
record she had from last year. 

This year many of the girls playing are 
returners from last season.

Sand player eyes big goals

Daniel Baradon

Tyra Buehner knuckles the ball during a 
match last season. 



SPRING  
SCOREBOARD
Boys Tennis
Date  Event  
03/04/15 Lincoln, W 7-0
03/06/15 Blue Angel, 2nd
03/12/15 City Champ. 1st 
03/24/15 Rickards, W 7-0
03/25/15 Chiles, W 7-0
03/27/15 Maclay, W 6-1

Girls Tennis
Date  Event  
03/04/15 Lincoln, W 4-3
03/06/15 Blue Angel, 4th
03/12/15 City Champ. 3rd
03/24/15 Rickards, W 7-0
03/25/15 Chiles, L 1-6
03/27/15 Maclay, L 5-2

Boys Lacrosse
Date  Event  
03/10/15 Maclay, L 18-1
03/13/15 Gainesville, L 16-13
03/24/15 Chiles, L 20-6
03/25/15 Nease, L 25-0
03/27/15 Gulf Breeze, L 11-4
03/28/15 Pensacola, L 15-0
04/01/15 Bulchholz
04/02/15 Gainesville

Boys Baseball
Date  Event  
03/13/15 Suwannee, W 10-0
03/16/15 Jacksonville, W 9-8
03/17/15 Faith Baptist, W, 10-6
03/18/15 Jensen, W 7-1
03/19/15 Suncoast, W 5-3
03/24/15 NFC, W 6-2
03/27/15 Rickards, W 10-1
03/28/15 Godby, W 18-6
03/31/15 Chiles, L 11-8
04/03/15 Chiles
04/07/15 Rickards
04/10/15 Wakulla
04/14/15 Taylor County

Girls Softball
Date   Event
03/10/15 Aucilla, L 10-0
03/24/15 Godby, L 3-2
03/25/15 Chiles, L 9-0
03/30/15 NFC, L 8-6

Buy an ad in 
the paper.

Looking for a way to 
advertise? 

Come to IA4 or contact 
our Editors in chief
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On Jan. 31, Leon once again hosted the 
annual Latin Forum, when students from 
around the region came to compete and as-
sess their knowledge of the Latin language, 
culture and athletics.

This year, Leon came in first place with 
50 points.

“Leon had won for 20 years, when I 
was in high school, so it feels really nice to 
now be a part of that legacy,” first-year Latin 
teacher Trevor King said.

Because of how they did, they will be 

aspiring candidates work hard for the posi-
tion they are running for.

“Each individual is running against 
themselves,” White said.

 “They have to put in the work and prove 
to everyone that they deserve that position.

Although the new amendment will make 
it tougher to run for office, SGA will make 
every effort to make sure no one runs unop-
posed, again to ensure the credibility of can-
didates.

In the event that only one of the potential 
candidates meet the requirements, the candi-
date with the next highest percentage of votes 
will be permitted to run as well.

SGA sponsor Joshua Stewart says that 
this system is the best part of democratic and 
representative government. 

“This will enable us to present the best 
people possible to the student body and im-
prove our legitimacy and effectiveness as a 
class,” Stewart said. 

trying to combat a popularity contest.”
The movement was put into action by 

current Student Body President Cameron 
Paul. 

“The student body usually votes for 
someone who will run the best pep rally, not 
a good school leader,” Paul said. 

“We’re trying to inhibit people who 
shouldn’t be running for a student body posi-
tion.”

The goal of this change to make sure that 

third degree felony. Ultimately though, 
the district has the final jurisdiction and de-
cides upon the exact consequences. Accord-
ing to Principal Billy Epting, Leon has an 
absolute no drug tolerance. He makes sure to 
take the responsibility to eliminate the indi-
viduals who supply the drugs, as much as he 
can.

“Most teenagers look at consequences 
short term, so if they do not get caught now, 
they don’t even stop to think that they will be 
caught later,” Stege said. 

“There are always going to be kids get-

SGA
FROM PAGE 1

Derek Bell
Staff Writer

Latin pulls out win at regional competition 
under King

heading to the State Latin Forum in Orlando, 
which take April 9-11.

However, not every Latin student will be 
going to the state competition. 

Only 25 students will be going to com-
pete against schools and groups from all over 
the state of Florida.

The 25 students who are going are picked 
based on their performances at regionals and 
their grades, among other criteria.

Junior Chris Coon is one of the students 
going to state this year. 

He is also the vice president of Rebus 
Gestis.

“Leon will definitely place in the top 

five,” Coon said. “We’re at least going to do 
better than last year, when we got eighth.” 

To prepare for regionals, the students had 
to come after school and study for 30 minutes 
a day.

“It’s a lot [of studying],” Coon said. “But 
in my experience, placing and winning a tro-
phy makes it all worth it. “

He believes that the state competition is 
an amazing experience.

“Going to state is one of my favorite 
things to do all year,” Coon said. 

“There are so many like-minded nerds in 
one place. It’s a really fun thing for someone 
who is so into Latin like I am.”
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ting caught. If they think it’s any different 
here than other places, then they’re crazy.”

According to Stege, marijuana and ciga-
rettes are the most common drugs on the 
Leon campus. That’s not necessarily true at 
other schools as money can determine what 
narcotics are available to purchase. 

Due to his close relationships with the 
people living in the nearby neighborhood, 
Stege is aware that students often use lunch 
or class time to smoke. He said it is only a 
matter of time before students get caught. 

Drug use can cause a plethora of effects 

on health and behavior. However, according 
to a student who wished to remain anony-
mous, it is not directly affecting schoolwork.

“I’ve been a stoner since I was 14 and 
I’m graduating with honors,” anonymous 
said.

“You just have to be smart and know that 
everything you do will affect you sooner than 
later. Look at the risks and then the benefits. 
As long as you feel you’re being as person-
ally productive as you can be, you haven’t 
done too much. You can do drugs safely and 
responsibly.”
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