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News Editor AP US History teacher Robby Read 

was teaching recently when his projector 
kept turning on and off. 

This would happen at the same time 
he was pressing buttons on the remote, 
so, he took the batteries out and pressed 
buttons and it was still happening. 

Read knew that this meant a student 
was controlling the board.  

Read also heard a few students talk-
ing about it during class. 

“I hear everything,” Read said. 
Read decided to google the brand of 

the projector and learned that it can be 
controlled with apps that students can 
download onto their phones. 

Read has a friend that works at Veri-
zon, and he asked him about it.

 He learned only Samsung phones 
could download this app, and he started 
noticing which students had Samsung 
phones.

Read threatened to take all of the 
Samsung phones if the problem did not 
stop. 

“I’m not a phone Nazi,” Read said. 

“I wasn’t going to walk around and 
take everyone’s phone.”

Students were starting to get frustrat-
ed, and instead of stopping class, Read 
improvised. 

He said he would just teach the lesson 
by speaking and the students would have 
to listen and take notes, much like a col-
lege class.

Soon the problem stopped and Read 
has not had an issue with the board since. 

The occurrence is not unique. World 
History teacher Eric Rodriguez had a 
similar experience. 

Sophomore Caelah Davis was in her 
fourth period class, taught by Rodriguez, 
and the students had a project which in-
volved them teaching the class.

 A group was trying to use the smart 
board, and the pen would not work. 

Then, a student pulled out his phone 
and showed Rodriguez that he could shut 
the projector off. 

Rodriguez believes the other student 
controlled the board with a laser, and he 
confessed the next day. 

“Mr. Rodriguez wasn’t mad,” Davis 
said. 

“He just laughed it off.” 

Public schools were not in session 
on  Oct. 3, as the Leon County School 
Board, for the first time ever, deemed the 
date as a “Fall Holiday.”

 It was actually more than just a break 
for the fall season. Instead, it was a joint 
holiday with the Jewish holy day, Yom 
Kippur.

According to Assistant Superinten-
dent Barbara Wills, students have always 
been excused from school to observe a 
religious holiday or because a certain re-
ligion bans secular activity on a certain 
day. At the beginning of the school year, 
forms are given out to each student, in 
which they mark the holy day that he or 
she would like to be excused from. 

Before making the school calendar, 
the school board met with several prin-
cipals, coaches and religious leaders to 
try to minimize the number of conflicts 
with scheduling big events on days of re-

Cancer, I think, is something you do 
not begin to understand until you have a 
family member fall ill with it. It sudden-
ly becomes very real, much more than a 
statistic. Chemo becomes real and scary. 
Visits to the doctor’s office become a lot 
more than just visits to the doctor’s of-
fice. It is very likely that you, yes, you 
have been affected by cancer, either far 
too closely or somewhat far off. It is 
certain that you have lost a family mem-
ber to cancer, or have family members 
proudly fighting against it, as you, again 
you, are a part of the Leon family. 

The concept of a Leon family is 
always changing. Sometimes it means 
pulling together and donating thousands 
of cans to a local food bank, or support-
ing a favorite teacher on a transforma-
tional journey. It has always existed. 
And although I cannot directly testify 
to the environments of other schools, 
tradition and history give Leon unusual 
and unchangeable familial ties – both 
between students and across genera-
tions. This is not new to any of you. 

And that’s exactly the problem. Our 
funds donated are lagging; our goals 
often go unmet. Cancer week is some-
thing we do every year when October 
rolls around. There is something wrong 
with this picture, but nothing about 
what’s wrong is monetary. 

Every year, what is so amazing 
about Leon’s donation is not its size but 
how it was gathered. It is that a motley 
group of 2,000 students and 100 or so 
teachers and administrators come to-
gether and get excited about making a 
difference. 

We are learning a way of living our-
selves, a way in which we are aware 
of the struggles of others, tied to us by 
blood or not, and we proactively try 
to help. We are learning good habits, 
and we are showing a community that 
teenagers care. And that means a lot: to 
someone who is fighting cancer and to 
everyone who is not. 

If we go all-in, none of us should be 
disappointed by a handful of numbers 
we do or do not raise. The fight against 
cancer and many other horrifying dis-
eases are kept alive and well not be-
cause of money people like us donate, 
but because of the message people like 
us send. We are that commercial that en-
courages we stand up to cancer. We have 
been standing up to it for years though, 
and even if our legs are getting tired, it 
is imperative we remember those who, 
for lack of a better analogy, are unable 
to stand themselves.  

Lauren Henderson
News Writer

will only take place if the goal 
of $15,000 is reached. 

Other than that incentive, 
SGA decided to make a few 
other changes. There was a 
website made, solely for in-

Cancer Week, a huge annual 
fundraiser for Tallahassee Me-
morial Hospital, 

Over the past few years, 
there has been a decrease in the 
amount of funds raised by the 
student body. Last year, the goal 
of $15,000 was not met.

However, Leon is the only 
school in the county that even 
conducts such a fundraiser.

“You tell me another school 
that has even done that,” athletic 
director Mark Feely said. “You 
tell me another school that has 
even done one half of that. The 
answer is, you can’t, because 
no matter how much money we 
raised, we have always had an 
awesome Cancer Week.”

This year, several changes 
were made in order to keep the 

rituals somewhat fresh and re-
newed.

As an incentive, Student 
Body President Cameron Paul 
and Principal Billy Epting will 
shave their heads at the Cancer 
Week pep rally on Nov. 3. This 

formation about Can-
cer Week. Everything 
from ways to donate, 
past year’s totals and 

Getting more 
Lions involved in 
the eighth fund-

raiser 

SEE CANCER WEEK, 
PAGE 4

Cancer week has raised over $150,000 dollars for Tallahassee Memorial Hospital.

Yearly donations since 2007

Data from www.leonvscancer.org
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Teachers receive less and 
less respect each year

Fewer and fewer students are in-
clined to believe that teachers deserve 
to be respected. I can’t help but imagine 
that a handful of teachers will  equate 
teenagers in a classroom to dogs in a 
shelter.

“You’re entitled to a certain level of 
respect,” principal Billy Epting said.

 “Now, for that respect to continue 
between two individuals there needs to 
be some positive interaction. From the 
very beginning, I think that there is a 
level of respect that everyone should 
have to start off with and I think you 
need to continue to earn respect by your 
actions.”

Typically, when a student has a 
referral written for displaying rudeness 
towards an adult, it usually has been in a 
setting where there is a group of stu-
dents involved.

When bad behavior is reinforced, it 
becomes well established. A habit, and 
then it a norm.

“There is a little bit of peer pressure 
particularly between the student and the 
teacher in a group setting,” Epting said.

“I think a lot of times students feel 
that they’re backed into a corner. Partic-
ularly, in front of their peers, and being 
challenged by an adult. A lot of times 
the natural instinct is for the student to 
fire back at the teacher.”

If nothing else, a student who goes 
out of their way to push the buttons of 
their instructor is, put plainly, rude. 

Aside from being inconsiderate, 
very few things can be more destructive 
than a lack of respect in a relationship.

If teachers didn’t care about the 
futures of the kids they teach, they 
wouldn’t be teachers. 

In the same way that we students 
find ourselves frustrated and over-
whelmed, teachers go through a lot of 
stress, too.

 Winning students’ approval may 
make the job easier, but it isn’t neces-
sary. If you make teaching your profes-
sion, you need to be able to teach all 
types of students, regardless of whether 
they like you or not.

Imagine how much harder their job 
must be when a noncompliant student 
doesn’t want to listen.

Students, especially those in high 
school, don’t always see teachers on the 
same social level. 

They want things their own way, as 
all of us do, but, unlike others, they are 
intolerant to all who oppose their judge-
ment, or , as teachers have to do from 
time to time, give them bad grades. 

 “Some students feel that they can 
get away with being disruptive in class, 
and the more lenient teachers will allow 
it,” Epting said.

These teachers are generally the 
ones who are disrespected.

In a perfect world, students would 
cooperate with the understanding that 
their teaches, have, literally, dedicated 
their lives to preparing our generation 
for the future.

As students, the least we owe our 
teachers is good manners and a pleasant 
attitude.

Not everyone goes to college to find 
themselves back in high school, this 
time as the teacher.Research concludes 
that “academic achievement and student 
behavior are influenced by the quality of 
the teacher and student relationship.” 

Teachers are not the primary reason 
for misbehavior in the classroom, nor is 

a lack of discipline the critical problem 
when a chaotic situation occurs.

“I think it starts at home,” assistant 
principal of discipline Ricky Ardley 
said. “The parents have really gotten 
away from it [discipline] and it [respect] 
has to come up through the school 
system.

“Parents are trying to be friends now 
instead of parents.”

School administration has seen all 
too many moms and dads defending 
their kids in situations where a teacher 
was simply doing their job.

There was a time when parents 
believed what the teacher said in regards 
to their child’s behavior and reacted 
accordingly. That day is not today, and 
that enables students to have their poor 
behavior enforced.Presently, parents 
too often stare in disbelief and think of 
a million excuses as to why their child 
misbehaves.

“I think the number one thing that 
has been taken away is saying yes 
ma’am, no ma’am, thank you, and 
please,” Ardley said. 

Such a common courtesy in a school 
setting is almost unheard of, and some 
students even claim to be embarrassed 
to say something as simple as “thank 
you”.

Some teachers that we encounter 
may have been raised in a family where 
saying “yes ma’am” and “no ma’am” 
were phrases that you said to anyone 
older than you. 

Not including those phrases might 
offend the teacher, but feel completely 
appropriate to the students.Conversely, 
regional differences, such as those 
between people in New England and 
the deep south, can contribute to some 
rather offensive talk, and a complete 
lack of respect..

“I remember being your age and 
being up north on a field trip, and say-
ing ‘yes ma’am’ to a lady in New York 
City,” Epting said. “It almost offended 
her because that’s a regional thing.”

Respect is no longer a valued com-
modity in our relationships.

People are more interested in their 
personal lives, their comings and go-
ings, than in giving even a semblance 
of respect to others. And that needs to 
change. 

Caroline Zapert
Editorial Editor
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RED RIBBON WEEK
Nov. 3-7

PINK OUT PEP RALLY 
Nov. 7

BOOK DRIVE 
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ANTI-BULLYING WEEK
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THANKSGIVING BREAK
Nov. 26-30
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LETTERS TO THE 
EDITOR

DEAR EDITOR, 
For every Leon High School student 

who wants to participate in graduation, 
being required to buy their own cap and 
gown, to be worn for one night and never 
used again, is a horrible waste. 

It’s ridiculous that I am not allowed 
to wear my sister’s cap and gown, pur-
chased for a Leon graduation just two 
years ago. I must order one, for the low, 
low price of $60, a $10 handling fee and 
tax. 

Not only is that an exorbitant cost, 
but my beliefs in conservation should be 
respected. I strongly feel there should be 
a rental cap and gown service, but at the 
very least I should be permitted to wear 
a family gown. 

Sincerely, 
Aren Hendrickson. 

DEAR EDITOR,
Leon’s annual Poker Run was this 

past Saturday, and  it made me proud to 
be part of a school that has dedicated so 
much time and effort to raising money 
for cancer research. However, I was not 
proud to see at least two cars with some 
version of the slogan “Save the Boobies” 
written on them. I recognize that this is 
a popular breast cancer campaign motto, 
but it dehumanizes patients into noth-
ing but a pair of “ta-ta’s.” It is especially 
problematic because, for some, a mastec-
tomy (the removal of one or both breasts) 
is the best treatment option, yet many are 
putting more value on a woman’s body 
parts than on her life. 

Leon should avoid such phrases in 
the future since it is more important to 
save the people, not the breasts. 

Sincerely, 
Patricia Singletary. 

A simple “yes sir” 
and “no sir” hardly 
seems like a norm 

anymore

“...I can’t help 
but imagine 

that a handful 
of teachers will  
equate teenag-
ers in a class-

room to dogs in 
a shelter.”



Write a Letter to the Editor.
Bring letters to Room IA4 or write to us online at www.leonhighlife.com

Have an opinion? Get it in the paper.
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With Halloween (the day historically 
dedicated to honoring the dead and 
celebrating the final harvest) having once 
more come and gone, it seems to me 
high time that we begin a long overdue, 
widespread, and candid discussion — 
nay analysis — of our questionable 
relationship with a certain inevitable 
and universal fact, one that has been 
with us since the dawn of life, and one 
that — lately — we seem to be having 
unprecedented trouble understanding. 

 We are all going to die. Every one 
of us. 

And that’s not an inherently bad 
thing. 

Virtually everything we do, 
everything we are, revolves around our 
mortality — around the fact that we are 
going to die. Natural selection itself is 
driven by death, by extinction. The genes 
of those who can stave off the inevitable 
the longest and most successfully will 
go on. The rest likely will not. Survival 
is the temporary exception to the rule of 
death. 

But despair not! There is nothing 
unnatural, nothing fundamentally bad 
about death.

 Death is simply the cleansing of 
the old to make way for the new, in an 
ongoing cycle seemingly endless to the 
mortal mind. 

Death is what allows us to finally 
rest, when at last our minds are gone and 
our bodies decrepit. 

Nevertheless, to those of us who are 
wired to form relationships, to be intimate 
with others, death — particularly tragic, 
violent, or premature deaths (though the 
Vikings might disagreed, as those who 
died in battle would have gone to the 
most enviable of afterlives: Valhalla) 
— exacts a heavy emotional toll: it is 
for this reason that every culture on the 
planet has developed elaborate rituals to 
mark the person’s transition into death, to 
dispose of the body, to facilitate grieving, 
and to bring closure to those who are left 
behind. 

From Ancient Egyptian dinners with 
the mummified dead to Tibetan sky 
burials to the ritualized cannibalism of 

the Wari to the burials and cremations 
found in the west, these customs manifest 
themselves broadly and diversely, and — 
so long as they are meeting the culture’s 
needs — no one cultural response to 
death is superior to another. 

And then came the modern Western 
Death Industry.

A brief definition: the “death 
industry”, as it were, refers to the 
market-based system involving death 
and dying: hospice care, body disposal, 
funeral costs. 

And, considering that everyone must 
die, the funeral industry ALONE grosses 
20.7 billion annually as it exploits 
grieving families. 

Though the origins of the death 
industry lie in the ravages of Civil War 
era battlefields, as bodies were preserved 
in order to allow families that nearly 
universal need to see and touch a loved 
one before he or she is put to rest, it 
wasn’t until the mid-twentieth century 
that we as a society began to actively 
attempt to hide death. 

Prior to this, death was openly seen 
for what it is: an ever-present companion. 

Practically unheard of was the parent 
who had never lost a child, the child who 
had never lost a sibling (one macabre 
children’s game even consisted of a 
rhyme inspired by the high rates of child 
mortality). 

When death did occur, it was a 
home-based event: people would die in 
their beds, bodies would be prepared by 

the family, the deceased would be put 
on display in home-based wakes before 
being put in the ground to rot. 

Unto dust they returned. 
Today, this industry is essentially 

a capitalistic system of dealing with 
death quite in keeping with the shallow, 
materialistic, market-based values of 
which Americans seem so fond — and 
it is this industry that is systematically 
damaging our relationship with death —
and yes, it IS a relationship: to some this 
may seem morbid, but for all of living 
history, death has been an intimate 
companion, an inevitable destination. 

How can one not have a relationship 
with something so intrinsic to one’s 
very existence and identity?   

In order to make a profit, the death 
industry has introduced frankly creepy 
and unhealthy customs into our culture 
such as embalming — in which a body’s 
blood is removed and preservative fluid 
(comprised of lovely components such 
as formaldehyde, one of the reasons 
that embalmers themselves are subject 
to significantly higher rates of cancer) 
is pumped through the body’s veins, 
preserving it for future viewings and 
making it seem more “natural”.

 Most often, the bodies are painted 
with makeup to facilitate the illusion 
that they are only sleeping — wires are 
sewed into gums to force mouths shut, 
contacts are inserted beneath the eyelids 
to keep away the sunken look. 

As a culture, we stay far away from 

On the disposal of dead bodies

Muireall Brown
Editorial Editor

A criticism of the 
Western Death In-

dustry  and our dys-
functional relation-

ship with death

the body preparation process, we do 
everything we can to deny the reality of 
what has happened to our loved ones — 
of what will happen to ourselves.

Aside from the horrifying 
environmental toll that death-denying 
practices such as embalming takes, 
through our refusal to acknowledge the 
reality of death, to look it in the face, to 
personally care for and put to rest the 
bodies of our loved ones, rather than 
leaving the task to apathetic, desensitized 
strangers, we consistently rob ourselves 
of the chance to truly say goodbye, to 
become acquainted with our inevitable 
end, to find the closure we so desperately 
seek. 

In the words of mortician Caitlin 
Doughty “exposing a young child to the 
realities of...death is far less dangerous 
than exposing them to the lie of a happy 
ending.”

So forget the stiff upper lip, forget 
decorum, forget the artificially imposed 
market-based construct of Western death, 
forget self-imposed ignorance on the 
subject of mortality — when you lose a 
loved one, it is paramount to your mental 
health that you are emotionally honest 
with yourself. 

Let yourself wail with grief or stand 
numb in the face of death, let yourself 
laugh at the memories of your loved one.

 Let yourself feel what you will, do 
what you must to gain closure — and 
don’t ever, ever, feel ashamed.  

It’s only the human experience. 

This cartoon depicts 
the all-too-common 
result of texting 
and driving, an ever 
present temptation 
for many cell phone 
users. 

According to the 
National Highway 
Traffic Safety Ad-
ministration, texting 
and driving is six 
times more danger-
ous than driving 
while drunk. 600%. 
More. Dangerous. 
Combined with the 
fact that adolescents 
since the dawn of 
time have thought 
themselves virtually 
invincible — well, 
it’s no wonder that 
traffic accidents 
are the number one 
killer of United 
States teenagers.Stevenson Johnson



Teachers on Homecoming Court
Rodriguez and 
Harris crowned 
king and queen

Lauren Henderson
News Editor
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There was something different 
about the Homecoming Court this year.

Two teachers were on it.
English teacher Sarah Harris was 

named queen among the teachers and 
World History teacher Eric Rodriguez 
was named the king. 

They did not walk on the field at 
halftime at the Homecoming game, be-
cause Principal Billy Epting believes 
that should just be for the students. But, 
the teachers were announced at the pep 
rally and given a crown.

Student Government Association 
came up with this idea and presented it 
to Epting, and he approved. He did not 
ask the teachers’ permission, but made 
the decision on his own. 

Epting thought having teachers on 
the Homecoming Court went relatively 
well. 

He received no negative feedback, 
but he will ask for faculty feedback at 
the end of the year. 

 “I don’t want this to turn into a pop-
ularity contest,” Epting said.

“And I don’t want it to be a joke ei-
ther.” 

Epting feels teachers may get their 
feelings hurt and he doesn’t want the 
faculty to feel obligated to participate. 

As far as making this a tradition, 
Epting wants to keep it on a year-to-year 
basis.  

Rodriguez did not expect to be nom-
inated. He thought orchestra director 
John Thayer would win. 

“He’s tall, dark and handsome,” Ro-
driguez said. 

One of Rodriguez’s students, Tariq 
Gay, made a campaign slogan for Ro-
driguez: “Make a small man feel big.”

Rodriguez says it would be fun to 
win again next year, but he would like 
to give other teachers an opportunity. 

In 2009, when Rodriguez was a high 
school senior, he won most spirited. 

Rodriguez would like to continue 
having teachers on the Homecoming 
Court. He thinks the school should take 
any chance to show teacher appreciation 
and get teachers involved. 

“It was exciting,” Rodriguez said. 
“It was a lot of fun and the response at 
the pep rally was super cool.” 

Harris knew she was nominated af-
ter one of her students came in and told 
her. 

“I thought that was very sweet,” 
Harris said. “I feel very loved.” 

Harris was on the Homecoming 
Court as a freshman in high school, and 

she was on the ballot every year. 
Like Rodriguez, Harris would like 

for someone else to have the opportunity 
to win next year. 

Harris likes the idea that students had 
the opportunity to vote for teachers to be 
on the Homecoming Court because they 
do not vote for the teacher of the year. 

She is glad that going out on the field 
at halftime is left to the students and the 

Sarah Harris and Eric Rodriguez are crowned at the first pep rally of the year.
Michelle McFatter

teachers are just announced at the pep ral-
ly.

Harris would like to see if the teachers 
could be recognized in a way other than 
the Homecoming Court.

Instead of having the teacher on the 
court, she would like to see her peers rec-
ognized for an all-around spirt award or 
something similar. 

-ligious observance.
For years now, there have been requests from reli-

gious leaders and families for holy days, like Rosh Ha-
shanah or Yom Kippur, to be recognized, Wills said. 

However, these days of religious observance could 
not hold the title of being the main reason for the day 
off.

“When the majority of the population was Christian, 
there was ‘Christmas Break’,” Principal Billy Epting 
said. “Now, that the population of the United States has 
changed, it is more politically correct to acknowledge 
beliefs other than Christianity. 

So, the holiday had to change its official name to 
‘Winter Break.’ A similar thing happened for Yom Kip-
pur.”

“The fall schedule allowed for an extra day off this 
year and so this is our initiation year,” Wills said. “We 
hope to be able to include a fall break every year.”

The holiday will have some repercussions, howev-
er. Because there is a specific number of days students 
must go to school each year, one more day had to be 
added at the end of the school year. 

High schools have a very standard schedule of test-
ing when it comes to midterms and finals: exams hap-
pen through a course of three days - Wednesday, Thurs-
day and Friday - with two tests each day. 

Now, the fifth and sixth period exams will take place 
on the Monday after the school year used to end. 

As for the seventh period exam, it will be taken on 
the Tuesday after Memorial Day Weekend. 

“I personally would much rather use a teacher plan-
ning day to omit the possibility of the students coming 
back on that Monday,” Epting said. 

“Better yet, just start school earlier in August so we 
can all get out earlier.” 

articles from the Leon High Life can be found on 
the page (www.leonvscancer.org). 

To spread the word about the web page, SGA made 
banners and wrote it on the sidewalks around the school 
in chalk. 

They also sent press releases to WCTV, WTXL, The 
Democrat and Tallahassee Memorial Hospital. 

“This year we will hopefully get the student body 
more excited and passionate about this cause,” said 
Emma McCoy, head of SGA’s Cancer Week committee.

The Poker Run was also altered this year. 
In previous years, students left immediately after 

the fundraiser, but this year SGA had a festival, which 
was open to anyone in the community.

There were food trucks, bouncy houses and music. 
It was a place and time for people to socialize and 

have fun, in order to incorporate more students in the 
festivities rather than just those representing clubs in the 
actual poker run.

“I really like this idea because in past years, it was 
almost like the clubs were in and out because we just 
wanted their money and nothing else,” Epting said. 

The Poker Run raised over $7000 that day. 
Shirts were sold for $10 and had a newly revised de-

sign. According to Epting, last year many students did 
not like the shirts because they were not recognizable 
Leon shirts.

 Therefore, this year the shirts were regular spirit 
shirts with a pink ribbon on the back. 

For those who got a shirt, they were allowed to 
leave fourth period early one day.

“The cancer fundraiser has been one of the Leon 
student body’s best accomplishments in recent years,” 
SGA member Bennett Sipple said.” We want to keep the 
tradition going.”

CANCER WEEK
FROM PAGE 1



Talented Marshall breaks boundaries  

Emilee Bickel
Online Editor
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Ryker Laramore

Senior Maxx Marshall has never 
been able to hear out of his left ear, but 
it has not kept him from pursuing his 
true passion - music.

Marshall plays a wide range of in-
struments, from piano to the accordion. 
In doing so, he has been able to conquer 
his disability and grow as a musician. 

“Being deaf in my left ear has actu-
ally helped improve my musical abili-
ties,” Marshall said. 

Marshall has been a part of the Leon 
cross country team all four years of his 
high school career and, although he 
enjoys it, his main priority is music. 

 He is a well-rounded guy and is a 
part of many extracurricular activities, 
including Mane Event, Mosaic Club, 
Madrigals, Teen Square and Thespians. 

“I am grateful for the hearing prob-
lem,” Marshall said. “I don’t know if I 
would have gotten into music without 
it.” 

 In regards to his acting career, it 
started in kindergarten and continued 
onto the fourth grade with various roles 
in the annual Nutcracker Ballet.

“Maxx is so clever and filled with 
puns,” senior Angelina Mitchell said. 
“He’s so down-to-earth and it is always 
a great time when he’s around.”

Marshall and Mitchell have been 
alongside each other in Mane Event 

Junior Mary Megargee’s passion for programming 
rose from her interest in electronics.  

Megargee is a member of Leon’s programming 
club, in which she participated in “Panther Prowl” for 
an organization called “First Robotics.” 

Panther Prowl is a mock competition, showing 
anyone new or uninformed, how a real competition 
would take place. 

“I feel pretty confident in my programming skills,” 
Megargee said. 

Megargee aspires to go into the field of Bio 
Mechanical Engineering to create wearable robotics 
for medical patients. 

Co-captain of Sail High School’s Robotics Team, 
Mei Maddox was alongside Megargee at the Asian 
Festival where they had an underwater RC and a 3D 
printer set up for demonstrations. 

“Mary is a fun person to work with,” Maddox said. 
“She’s very energetic and is one of my favorite students 
to teach.” 

Maddox mentors Megargee and two other members 
of Leon’s programming club every Wednesday. 

A few weeks ago, Maddox and Sail’s Robotics 
Team had an instructional program called “All About 
Robots”. Maddox and her team are in the process of 
building a robot that will help a farmer with weeding. 

since their freshman years and they both 
joined Thespians a year later.  

Marshall was a part of the Critics 
Choice in the Thespians district compe-
tition. 

The Leon Thespians received an as-
tounding straight superiors at the district 
competition in Niceville.

“Maxx is one of the wittiest people 
I’ve ever met,” senior Michael Mattox 
said. 

Mattox and Marshall have known 
each other since their sixth grade year at 
Raa Middle School. 

Mattox has been in Mane Event for 

three years and has been a part of a cho-
rus program since his eighth grade year. 

Mattox is also in Madrigals with 
Marshall and has been since last year. 

“You can’t tell he’s deaf in one ear,” 
Mattox said. “At least not until you try 
to talk to him while standing on his left 
side.”

Mattox mentioned that Marshall, 
even with his disability, can stay on 
pitch and in key more often than most. 

Marshall is the leader of the bass 
section in Mane Event, while Mattox is 
the leader of the Tenor section. 

Every year, Tabitha Peck, the 

teacher of Mane Event, only allows one 
freshman boy and one freshman girl to 
join. 

Marshall was the male freshman 
chosen during that year.

Marshall has had conflict in sched-
uling since he is a participant of cross 
country, chorus and many other extra-
curricular activities.

Marshall said he would like to at-
tend Belmont University. It is located in 
Nashville, a very music based city.

He would like to pursue a career 
in music, but does not want to go into 
musical performance.

“I want to be surrounded by music,” 
Marshall said. “But I don’t want to be 
cooped up in a practice room all day.”

Marshall has high expectations for 
music programs now that he has at-
tended Leon. 

Leon summer production, Fiddler on the Roof. In his 
earlier years, he acted as “Winthrop” in the Raa Middle 
School production, The Music Man.

Fuentes has also taken two years of chorus, one 
year at Leon and one year at Raa, and is currently in his 
second year in a Leon chorus class.

 Fuentes became friends with Mia Robinson and 
Madeline Westcott at Raa and they have remained close 
through high school, due in part to clogging.  

Westcott, who clogged before she met Fuentes, took 
a break, only to meet him when she began clogging 
again.  

Westcott and Robinson both attended Bradley’s Day 
festival in Tallahassee two years ago and saw Fuentes 
perform with his clogging group, Mountain Dew 
Cloggers, at the event. 

“He’s very passionate about performing,” said 
Westcott, who has performed with Fuentes before. “He’s 
not afraid to dance in front of people and I think that 
helps him when he’s acting or singing.

“He’s fearless.”
Robinson says that when Fuentes is dancing, he 

shows his passion through his smiling face and exciting 
persona. 

“He’s always talking about dancing,” Robinson said. 
“I think it’s a huge part of his life. He’s so animated and 
into it that it has become a part of him.”         

Sophomore Noah Fuentes’ unique interest in 
clogging is what led him to taking a break from his 
lifelong hobby of practicing karate.

Fuentes has been clogging for eight years with 
Mountain Dew Cloggers and for two years he has been 
going to practice with the Southern Rhythm Cloggers 
in Lake City.

Fuentes decided he wanted to join the Southern 
Rhythm Cloggers when he found their style and 
routines to be new and different from what he was used 
to.  Fuentes has earned a national title with the Southern 
Rhythm Cloggers for their six-to-eight couple precision 
dance. 

“It’s really great to be a part of something,” Fuentes 
said. “Dancing has let me get to know myself.  I love 
dancing, especially if it’s for other people.”

According to the Double Toe Times Clogging 
Magazine, the dance originated in the Appalachian 
Mountains by the Irish, Scottish, English, and Dutch-
German’s who combined their native folk and step 
dances into the impromptu foot-tapping style known 
today.

Fuentes wanted to do more with dancing, singing 
and acting at Leon, so he joined the Thespians club.  

Over the summer, Fuentes participated in his first 

Megargee gets robotic Sophomore Fuentes juggles karate and clogging

Senior’s passion for 
music comes through 

loud and clear

Michaela Westmoreland
Features Editor

Emilee Bickel
Online Editor

Marshall plays piano with the group Bridge Over Troubled Joan Rivers at 
Rocktoberfest.

“Being deaf in my 
left ear has actually 
helped improve my 
musical abilities. I 
am grateful for the 
hearing problem, 
I don’t know if I 

would have gotten 
into music without 

it.” 
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There is a presence at Leon: A look into Leon’s perspective of death
The origins of Halloween: an ancient story

Sella Kinch 
Features Editor 

Halloween, one of the most celebrated holidays 
of the year, started off not with casting away spirits 
or wishing away vampires, but instead began with a 
harvest, over 6,000 years ago. It originated in Pagan 
communities around 4000 BC with the division of 
the year, the first six months were known as Belta-
nine, the blooming of agriculture and domestication 
of animals. In the second half, the animals were shel-
tered and celebrated with festivals of fire. 

In 350 BC, during Celtic invasions, an Indo-Eu-
ropean tradition was unearthed, the celebration of the 
harvest, a festival that lasted three days. The Celts 
had their own holiday, a festival of fire named Sam-
hain, translated as Hallowtide or Feast of All Souls. 
The Celts didn't fear the dead. In fact, they had a pro-
nounced afterlife explaining how spirits could help 
humans in time of need, additionally accepting food 
sacrifices. 

 Rome had a part in creating the fall holiday with 
its celebration of the gods of harvest and orchards on 

Nov. 1, known as the Festival of Pomona. Samhain 
and the Festival of Pomona soon blended together, 
just as Christianity took hold of the holidays. Once 
Christianity was intertwined with the Celtic cul-
ture, the afterlife of helping spirits and kind rela-
tions darkened in the Christian concept of hell, and 
Samhain soon became known as All Hallow’s Eve. 
Samhain was translated as Samuel, a Pagan deity 
from the Bible, the god of the dead. 

 As the harvest festival turned steadily darker, 
witch burnings were added to the festivities. Witch-
craft, translated as the Craft of the Wise, became 
more known in the Dark Ages. Witches, coming 
from Anglo-Saxon word "wicce," or "wise one," 
were starting to be hunted by a Christian church-
created society called the Inquisition. Over 1.5 mil-
lion people were killed during the Burning Times.

The name "Halloween" was originated by All 
Saint's Day, a day honored to the Christians who 
died for their beliefs. Soon, the name for the holi-
day was called Hallowmas, a mass for the dead. 
The Eve of All Saint's Day became Hallows 
Even, which then was mashed together to  

create "Hallowe'en". 
 After struggling with the different holidays, the 

word "Samhain" was soon forgotten, and Halloween 
grew in Ireland, Scotland and Germany before flour-
ishing all over the world. 

 The holiday became the spooky and mischievous 
night it is now, the trick-or-treat concept born from 
bribing teenagers to not perform pranks. 

 Once a harvest festival, now a day of ghouls. 

Most of the information in the article above 
was provided by the book Halloween, by 
Silver Ravenwolf

Leon Staff reflects on past 
recklessness

Coach Riley Bell, a Leon 
alumnus who graduated in 
2004, occasionally associated 
with some irresponsible peers 
back in his high school days. 

Bell, who has been teach-
ing at Leon since 2009, was 
a responsible student though.

“Over spring break I hung 
out with people who did reckless things,” Bell said. 
“The kids who would drink and skip class.”

Bell, being a sensible student, was luckily able 
to learn the lessons and dangers of being reckless 
from others and not himself.

Even today, he looks back and sees how fool-
ish it was for his peers to act so foolhardy. 

Bell says students today are no different. They 
still act reckless and have not gotten better or 
worse. 

“All kids make mistakes, that’s part of life,” he 
said. “A decision a student makes in an instant can 
change their life forever.”

Allison Halpin, a 2000 Leon 
graduate, had a Camaro that she 
drove   during her junior and se-
nior year.

 It was during her senior 
year that she was in the “di-
versified cooperative train-
ing” program where she was a 
paid secretary at Leon, which is 
when her professional career at 
Leon began. 

“I was not the most conscious-
ness driver,” Halpin said.

Halpin is a much more cautious 
driver now. 

She says she started to change her 
driving habits and became more respon-
sible when she had a child, later in life. 

“Looking back, it was a stupid thing to 
do,” she said. 

“I’m thankful I didn’t kill myself.”.

Paige Twyman, a 1982 
graduate of Leon,  says she 
remembers a lot of her high 
school peers acting reckless.

“I remember being at 
parties with groups of peo-

ple who were doing things that were not wise,” 
said Twyman, who has worked at Leon since 2007. 

“Looking back, some of the parties were kind of 
crazy.

“Kids were acting irresponsible and a lot of the 
kids at the parties ended up in wrecks or getting 
busted.”

Twyman said she did not engage in any irre-
sponsible activities, like her fellow students did. 

“Even if you are not doing bad things, being 
around people who do makes you just as guilty in 
the law’s eyes,” Twyman said.

Twyman said she stopped going to parties after 
the police busted a party she was attending, and 

her friend was apprehended and had her parents called. 
Twyman said the reason she did not get detained is 

because she did not run from the police, but her friend 
did.

Twyman has advice for kids these days who try to 
get thrills by going to wild parties and doing reckless 
things.

“Acting reckless is not worth it,” she said. “What-
ever you are doing may seem like the time of your life. 
But it’s not. 

“You have so much more ahead of you that is so 
much better. I wish I was told that.”

Recently, there has been a new ghost linger-
ing around the grand auditorium in Leon High 
School, according to chorus teacher Tabitha 
Peck.

The ghost’s first appearance was dur-
ing the rehearsals of Fiddler 

on the Roof, the sum-

mer musical production at Leon. As the cast 
was practicing the show, suddenly one of the 
lights turned on.

 Suspicion was aroused because the 
light controls were seemingly untouched, and 
the light that flared upon them was unplugged. 
The light would eerily turn on and off during 
their practices until finally, the light director of 
the musical gave up.

Deciding to be polite, he left a single rose 
on the stage before the staff made its rounds, 
locked all of the doors, and then left the audi-
torium. 

When the staff returned in the morning 
and unlocked the doors, they found an empty 
stage. The rose was gone, and the light has yet 
to flare again.

A l l 
over the 

world, death is ac-
knowledged in celebrations 

of all kinds. Ranging from festivals 
with candy skulls, costumes, or feasts, the af-

terlife and spirits have a very pronounced effect on 
society today. Japan hails the Festival of Souls, the 
Philippines celebrate All Saint’s Day, and Germany 
acclaims Walpurgis, all dedicated towards death and 
the afterlife. 

Being one of the oldest schools in Florida, Leon 
is brimming with ghost stories. The students at Leon 
often become very intrigued by the stories of the 
school’s haunted past. 

For this exact reason, former principal Rocky 
Hanna and current principal Billy Epting pranked the 

SGA during one of its lock-ins. 
Three years ago, Hanna had conjured a story 

of how when he went to Leon he had been a hall 
monitor. On the eve of one of famed games be-
tween Lincoln and Leon, he spent the night inside 
Leon, making sure there would be no vandalism. 

He recounted the tale of walking into the 
SGA classroom, before hearing a series of foot-
steps circulating above him in the attic; the lad-
der had been previously lowered down. Terrified, 
he fled the room. 

As Hanna told the story to the students in 
the dark SGA room, Epting, who had been hid-
ing in the attic, began to walk loudly above the 
students. 

“After walking around in the attic, I then 
quietly went down the ladder and startled them.” 

Epting said.
Humanities teacher Diane Chancy enjoys getting 

into the spirit of Halloween. 
“It is my favorite holiday, I love Halloween,” Chancy 

said.
She avidly educates her students on the history of 

Halloween. 
“October 31st is thought to be a day that the veil be-

tween humans and the supernatural can be permeated 
and they can past unto our side,” Chancy said. “How-
ever, only humans with power and purpose can past 
through the veil.” 

Something she also noted was how the churches cur-
rently celebrate Halloween. 

“There is great irony, in fact, that many Christian’s 
churches don’t celebrate Halloween, instead they cel-
ebrate harvest,” she said. “For they originally changed 
the Pagan harvest festival to the Halloween we have now.

“But in many churches, the ghosts are replaced with 
corn, hay bails and pumpkins. I find it hysterical.” 

Cremation became popular due to the Hindu con-
cept of detachment of the soul from the body at the time 
of death, and the transmigration of the soul from one 
body to another.

As soon as death occurs, those gathered will avoid 
unnecessary touching of the body, as it is seen as im-
pure.   

The funeral should take place as soon as possi-
ble—often by the next dusk or dawn. Traditionally, all 
Hindus—except babies, children, and saints—are cre-
mated. 

The casket is carried on a stretcher and walked to 
the cremation site, though it is acceptable to transport 
the body in a vehicle. It is customary that only men at-
tend the cremation.

Historically, Hindu cremations take place on the 
Ganges River in India. The family builds a pyre for the 
body. The eldest male relative will circle the body three 
times, walking counter-clockwise so that the body stays 
on his left, while sprinkling holy water on the pyre. 
Then the eldest male relative will set the pyre on fire 
and those gathered will stay until the body is entirely 
burned. 

The day after the cremation, the eldest male rela-
tive will return to collect the ashes. The ashes should be 
immersed in the Ganges River, though more rivers are 
becoming acceptable substitutes. 

Upon returning home, all family members will 
bathe and change into fresh clothes. Then the family 
will gather for a meal. A priest may visit the family at 
home and purify the house with incense.

The cremation of the deceased marks the beginning 
of the mourning period, which lasts for 13 days. 

During this time, the family of the deceased will 
stay at home and receive visitors, though mourning 
rituals may differ depending on the community. There-
after, offerings to the departed are made each month. 

Hindu views of 
death

as told by a Leon 
student
By Anonymous 

1. Do not drink and drive, or let any of 
your friends drink and drive.
2. Drive with caution to not hit any 
kids.
3. If you go to a party, do not leave 
your drink laying around.
4. Do not accept drinks from any-
one at parties.
5. Make sure your costume is func-
tional and not a safety hazard.
6. If you take kids trick or treating, 
go to the FDLE website to know 
if there are sexual predators in 
your area.
7. Respect other people’s prop-
erty and do not vandalize anything.
8. Make sure your practical jokes 
and pranks are safe.
9. Do not trespass anywhere and 

know the hours of the places you visit.
10. Use common sense at all times.

Deputy Stege’s ten tips 
to avoid death this 

Halloween  

A new ghost on campus
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Features Editor 
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Cultures of death interact with 
Leon’s own

A summer production 
creates a new legend 

on campus
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Teacher runs half-Ironman Triathlon

Maribeth McClenny
Online Editor

Science teacher Renee Edwards, who apparently 
doesn’t like to sit still much during her free time, 
recently completed half of an Ironman Triathlon and a 
full 26.2-mile marathon.

The triathlon, which was held in Augusta, Georgia, 
entailed a 1.2-mile river swim, a 56-mile rolling hills 
bike ride and a 13.1-mile run. Edwards completed the 
rigorous sequence in six hours and three minutes.

“It was super intense and the amount of energy it 
required was amazing and extensive,” Edwards said.

But it’s only half of what she plans on accomplishing 
in 2016, when she plans on completing a full Ironman 
Triathlon in Chattanooga.

Edwards completed her marathon in Chicago, 
just two weeks after her half-Ironman, in a time of 
four hours and thirty minutes. She did not do any 
additional training for the marathon because she was 
still recovering from the triathlon.

The swim portion of the half-Ironman was down 
river, making it a little easier to complete.

“The swim was lovely,” Edwards said. “Actually, I 
wouldn’t call it lovely, it was just easier than the bike 
ride and run.”

From keeping nine beehives to 
owning 10 different species of exotic 
birds, history teacher Kenneth Scott 
Lazarus-Brown is a man of many 
different interests.

Brown has been keeping bees 
for about five years. He and his wife, 
Lisa Lazarus-Brown, originally began 
keeping the bees for pollination services 
for their land as well as their neighbor’s 
land. 

They started with just a couple hives, 
but soon, two grew to nine. Another 
benefit of the bees is their delicious 
honey. Brown keeps some of the organic 
honey, but gives most of it away.

Lisa has a non-profit organization 
called Birds for Life. Birds for Life is 
a bird rescue and placement group that 
works to protect birds across the world. 

The Browns own 10 rescue-birds 
that they keep in their home. 

Scott built an addition to his house 
just for the birds. The birds have their 
own glass aviary. 

One of the birds in particular, Jessie, 
is actually able to answer the phone. He 
can say “Hello,” “Goodbye” and many 
other little phrases.

Scott has been teaching at Leon High 
School since 1998. He currently teaches 
Honors US History, Honors Philosophy, 
and will be teaching Florida History next 
semester. 

Brown is known by many to be a 
zealous teacher.

“Mr. Brown is a very passionate 
individual when it comes to a number 
of issues,” social studies teacher Matt 
Williams said.

Not only do teachers see Brown as 
passionate, but students do as well.

“He’s a very energetic person and 
is very passionate about history,” junior 
Christina Davison said. 

“He knows a lot of random, but 
interesting, facts.”

Brown’s love for history can be seen 
by all who have the privilege of being 
taught by him.

“Mr. Brown is a really great history 
teacher,” junior Colleen Towey said.  

“He takes topics that are usually 
boring and tells stories that make them 
more interesting.”

Brown is the sponsor for Leon’s 
Peace Jam club. 

Peace Jam is an organization focused 
on making our planet a more peaceful 
place. 

“Too many people say that your 

generation doesn’t care,” Brown said. 
“They’re wrong. I see lots of passion 

and love and care in it.”
Along with Peace Jam, Brown 

sponsors the Gay-Straight Alliance, 
Model UN, and is the coach of Brain 
Bowl.

“I’ve marched in many protests in 
my life,” Brown said.

In fact, Brown has marched with 
the well-known American political and 
social activist, Abbie Hoffman. 

He’s protested against tuition hikes 
in Boston, corporate media in New 
Hampshire, and protested against the 
draft in the Vietnam War.

Before he became a teacher, Brown 
owned his own contracting business.  
He actually made his own paint. 

But Brown knew that wasn’t what 
he truly wanted to do, so he made a 
complete change of careers and became 
a teacher.

Brown has an unusually long name. 
When he married his second wife, Lisa, 
they decided to combine their last names 
as an expression of the equality between 
them. 

Many consider Brown a passionate 
man. What they might not have known 
is that he is a man of many passions as 
well. 

“Too many people 
say that your 
generation doesn’t 
care.They’re wrong. 
I see lots of passion 
and love and care in 
it.”

Brown: keeper of bees and peace
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The bike ride was troublesome because there was 
a strong head wind causing everyone’s pace to slow 
down. Edwards enjoyed talking to the people that were 
passing her.

The run was the hardest part for Edwards because 
it was the last portion and she was very tired. Edwards 
also has bad knees and they were starting to give out 
on her.

The run was in the downtown area of Augusta and 

there were hundreds of people lining the streets. They 
were holding signs and shouting for the runners, 
giving them the extra boost of energy they needed.

“I was ecstatic when I crossed the finish line,” 
Edwards said. “I was filled with sheer elation and joy 
after finishing such a brutal event.”

Edwards plans to run the same half Ironman in 
Augusta in 2015.

Edwards trains an average of 10 hours per week. 
When she was training for the half-Ironman, she 
trained a total of 1500 miles in all three exercises. 

The inspiration for Edwards to begin running in 
the first place was weight loss. She wanted to become 
more fit and healthy to benefit her future.

“I was in a mid-life crisis at age 45 and that fueled 
me to begin running,” Edwards said.

Edwards began competing two years ago and has 
completed 23 races in that time. In her classroom, she 
has all 23 race numbers ornamenting a cabinet near 
her desk.

“Being in Mrs. Edwards’ class gives us inspiration 
to be healthier high school students,” freshman 
Madison Miller said. “She encourages us to live a fit 
lifestyle.”

Edwards teaches Biology 1 Honors and Integrated 
Science for freshmen. She discussed with her class 
before the half Ironman about why it was necessary 
for her to be eating certain foods to fuel her body 
before the race.

“Mrs. Edwards is a fantastic teacher,” sophomore 
Harrison Willis said. “She was hands down my 
favorite teacher last year.”

Leon teacher Renee Edwards 
completes her first half Iron-

man and full marathon

Renee Edwards

Hadley Richter

Science teacher Renee Edwards smiles at her Ironman 
Triathlon.

Teacher Kenneth Scott Lazarus-Brown has been teaching at Leon since 1998.
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Runners going the extra mileNo 
off-season 

for any 
athlete

miss it.
Toman said that if she has the 

opportunity to compete again in the 
Special Olympics, she would also like to 
play baseball. 

Toman is on the swim team at Leon 
and participates in  ATAC high school 
conditioning.

This program focuses on getting high 
school athletes ready for their school 

season without the intense commitment 
to year-round swimming.

Toman says her inspiration for 
swimming is her sister, Lucy. 

She swam at Leon as well and helped 
Toman practice and prepare for the 
games.

They have been practicing together 
since Lucy was 6 and  Claire was about 
4.

“I really loved practicing with her 
because it was time that we just spent 
together,” Lucy said.

“Some of my best memories of 
senior year come from laughing and 
singing in the car on the way to practice 
with Claire.”

It didn’t take long for Claire to grow 
attached to swimming.

“It was fun and I really liked it,” 
Claire said. “It was impossible to stop 
once I started.” 

As fun as it is, Claire said it can also 
be pretty competitive.

“You have to have a good start,” she 
said. “After that, you just have to go as 
fast as you possibly can.”

The sport of swimming has given 
so much to Claire Toman: bringing her 
closer to her family and taking her all the 
way to the Special Olympics.

 Toman qualified for the Special 
Olympics in 2011 and 2012.

“It was just amazing,” said Toman, 
who competed in the breaststroke and 
freestyle events. “The whole atmosphere 
was just so fun.”

Although she enjoyed her 2011 
Special Olympic experience, she was 
so busy she was unable to compete after 
qualifying in 2012.

The competition just happened 
to be the same weekend as the Down 
Syndrome Association of Tallahassee’s 
Buddy Walk. 

Toman and her family help direct the 
walk and participate in it, so she couldn’t 
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Seven-time gold medalist Mark Spitz 
once said, “If you fail to prepare, you’re 
prepared to fail.”

Those words carried him into the his-
tory books. 

For a student-athlete, it takes long 
nights, grueling workouts and an im-
mense amount of sacrifices to become a 
star in their field of play. 

This brings me to one conclusion: if 
you want to be an exceptional athlete, 
there is no offseason.

It takes preparation and perspiration 
to become great at something. Being 
a student-athlete is not an easy task. At 
times, it can become more of a job rather 
than a passion.

 As for the sacrifices, to be great you 
have to be willing to give up anything. 
For many athletes, their sport is more 
than just a sport. It’s a way of life. 

It is all they have ever known. 
The pathway to perfection is difficult 

for many. For student-athletes, perfor-
mance on the field must be matched with 
success in the classroom.  

One cannot simply play a sport and 
not play the role of student. I learned this 
lesson first-hand as a swimmer. 

My day begins early with school and 
finishes after a 1,000 yards in the Myers 
Park Pool. 

Although I worked hard in my first 
year on the swim team, I was still unable 
to qualify for the district meet.

With little time to rest, I began my 
conditioning for next season on Nov. 1.

This brings me back to my original 
point. There is no off-season.

 It takes more than hard work. It takes 
more than sacrifices. It takes preparation, 
perspiration and perfection to be a stand-
out athlete.

Very few people go professional in a 
sport. 

The athletes who are dedicated 
and are willing to give up everything 
to achieve their goals are the ones who 
make it to the big leagues.

I live by the saying “getting better 
everyday.” In order to get better, day in 
and day out, you can rarely afford to take 
a day off.

In sports. there is just no off-season. 
It is non-existent.

My freshman year, I came across a 
book called the 10,000 Hour Rule. The 
10,000 Hour Rule is just that.

This is the idea that it takes approxi-
mately 10,000 hours of deliberate prac-
tice to master a skill. 

In other words, there are no short-
cuts, no substitutes for hard work.

If athlete wants to make it to the next 
level in their sport, the 10,000 hour rule 
is the most cruical proponent, proving 
there is no time for an off-season. 

Hadley Richter

The varsity boys 
cross country team 

is led by five seniors 
hoping to bring back 

a state title

Junior enjoys special experience
Toman shines at the 
sport that means the 

most to her

Lea Marshall
The top seven with their first place trophy from this years annual Cougar Challenge.

Anchored by five seniors, 
the boys cross country team 
understands that this is the time 
to strike toward a state champi-
onship title.

In the 2013 state race, Leon 
senior Sukhi Khosla placed 
first overall individually, while 
the team got fourth place.

Senior Maxx Marshall 
boosted the Lions to their 
fourth-place finish with a 
“break-out” race in which he 
finished third on the team.   For 
much of the season, he wasn’t 
even ranked in the team’s top 
five.

“Maxx always has these 
bust-out race,s” fourth-ranked 
Kyle Buccholz said. “He’s 
pretty clutch like that.”

Moreover, since last year’s 
state meet and fourth-place fin-
ish, the Lions have picked up 
former Lincoln runner Hunter 
Scott, who has earned the num-
ber two spot on the team.

With district rival Chiles 
beating out the Lions by two 
points at Pre-State on Oct. 11, 
these Leon seniors have re-

SEE CROSS COUNTRY, 
PAGE 12

Lea Marshall
Hunter Scott, Maxx Marshall, Adam Wallenfelsz, Matthew Cashin, and Kyle Buccholz before 
the FSU Invitational (Pre-State).

SEE TOMAN, PAGE 12

Claire Toman is a Special Olympian.



  High-flying junior leads Lions

Will Rasmussen
Sports Editor

Leon’s Daijah Washington has ex-
celled on the volleyball court all season 
long. Her leadership and skills on the 
court propelled the Lions volleyball team 
into the playoffs and to a regular-season 
7A District 2 championship.

“I have played with Daijah for two 
years and she brings so much energy to 
the court,” teammate Jaynie Mitchell 
said. 

“She is so much fun to play with and 
she will do fabulous things.”

Washington has strung together quite 
a season so far for the Lions, registering 
226 kills, highlighted by 18 kills in the 
Lions’ 3-1 victory over district foe Chil-
es.

“Daijah is the emotional leader on 
the court,” sophomore Hannah Rodri-
guez said. “When she brings her intensity 
to a match, it almost always gives us the 
momentum we need to win.”

Washington is definitely held to a 
high standard as her mother, Latoya, 
played volleyball for Florida State (1995-
1998). 

The older Washington led the Semi-
noles to their first-ever Atlantic Coast 
Conference championship as a senior in 

1998. 
Daijah’s first love is volleyball, but 

she gets her leaping ability from some-
where else. 

Her father Anthony Washington ran 
track at Florida State (1993-1996) where 
he participated in the high jump/triple 
jump.

Taking after her dad, Daijah has a 32-
inch vertical. She ran track long before 
she found volleyball. 

At age 9, Washington’s AAU track 

Outside hitter Daijah Washington hits a four at the Berkley Prep tournament. 

Talented Hoch forced to make some choices

Traci Creel
Sports Writer

Sophomore Jonathan Hoch has been 
involved in a number of extracurricular 
activities, ranging from baseball, football 
and soccer to a wide variety of musical 
endeavors.

Consequently, he has been forced to 
make some choices.

Hoch auditioned to become a mem-
ber of the acapella group Mane Event, 
but because of the baseball schedule he 
was not able to be a part of the club. 

Hoch is a goalkeeper on the junior 
varsity boys soccer team, he found a 
passion for the sport after observing his 
brothers Adam and Daniel on the soccer 
field.

Jonathan began playing soccer in ele-
mentary school on a parks and recreation 
team. After two years, he quit, but picked 
it back up last year.

Jonathan also played football as a 

freshman, but dropped that sport this 
year to concentrate more on soccer.

He feels pressure to succeed because 
his older brothers were outstanding keep-
ers for the Lions.

“I chose to start playing baseball be-
cause that is one of the sports that my 
brothers didn’t play,” Jonathan said.

Jonathan began playing baseball in 
the seventh grade at Messer Park, then 
played at Spring Sax on a Babe Ruth 
League as a pitcher and an outfielder. 

He did not take part in the fall base-
ball season because he wanted to focus 
on soccer. 

“Jonathan’s loyalty to the sport [of 
soccer] and humor with the team makes 
him the ideal role model,” teammate 
Bobby Batson said. 

He is also an active member in cho-
rus.

Jonathan decided to start chorus dur-
ing his sixth grade year at Raa Middle 
School, continued it as an elective his 
eighth grade year and has been a part of 
Leon’s chorus for two years. He is cur-
rently a member of Concert Chorale. 

“I would like to continue singing,” 
Jonathan said. “It would be cool to be in 
Madrigals or Capital singers.” 

Along with chorus, Jonathan is in-
volved with orchestra, which he started 

in the eighth grade. 
“I started taking private violin les-

sons outside of school,” Jonathan said. “I 
just thought that they sounded cool and 
that it would be fun to learn how to play.” 

He tried to be a member of the Cham-
ber Orchestra and the All-County Or-
chestra, but was not able to do either one 
because of his busy sports schedule. 

Last year, Jonathan took part in the 

Jonathan Hoch poses outside of his first period class. 

Tempo Group, which is an all-boys chorus 
group that meets on Tuesdays at lunch, but 
decided not to be a part of it this year.

Furthermore, as if his life weren’t busy 
enough, he takes AP biology as a seventh-
period class.

Surprisingly, he does not believe that 
juggling school work along with sports has 
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Traci Creel

coach was former Florida State lineback-
er Ernie Sims. 

Washington ultimately won a silver 
medal in the junior Olympics. 

“After three years of track, I got tired 
of the heat so I decided to play volley-
ball,” Washington said. 

She has been on the court ever since. 
When Washington is not playing vol-

leyball for the Lions, she plays for Talla-
hassee Juniors, a club team that her mom 
has directed since 2004. 

“Volleyball is a year-round sport, it is 
very competitive, but it is all that I have 
ever known,” Washington said. 

Washington plans on continuing her 
volleyball career in college and has heard 
from several Division I and Division II 
programs. 

She has no offers but she is planning 
on landing somewhere 

“I definitely want to go Division I if I 
can,” she said. “Being that I am a legacy 
at Florida State, if I could end up there I 
definitely would.” 

Washington stands at 5-foot-6 and 
may have to change positions from out-
side hitter to defensive specialist to go 
Division I. 

“Daijah is a great leader on the court,” 
junior captain Grace Pickron said. “We 
have been through a lot together since 
my freshman year. 

“We have a great bond and she is a 
great player.”

The Lions volleyball team is young 
but Washington’s plans don’t stop after 
an appearance in the regional semifinals. 

“We have a young team, but we are 
really talented,” Washington said.

“I am confident in this team and I 
think we are capable of winning a state 
championship within the next year or 
two.” 

Leon won a state championship in 
2011. 

They look to continue their success 
as they take on Chiles in the regional 
semifinals Nov. 4. 

A win would secure the Lions a trip 
to the regional finals and put them even 

Daughter of two for-
mer FSU greats brings 

emotional spark

Getting more Lions 
involved in the eighth 

fundraiser and blah 
blah blah blah blah 

blah 

SEE HOCH, PAGE 12



Logan McLanahan
Staff Writer

Linebacker Dickey provides depth

Hannah Rodriguez
Sports Writer

With one junior, five sophomores and 
two freshmen, the Lady Lions’ golf team 
may be young, but it is well on its way 
to success.

Registrar Molly Smith has been help-
ing out the team this year while head 
coach Betsy Fisher has been dealing with 
family related issues. 

Smith has never coached golf before, 
but has found it to be a very enjoyable 
experience. 

One exciting aspect of coaching for 
Smith is that her daughter, freshman    
Sallie Smith, is on the team.

“It’s really cool  being coached by 
my mom,” Sallie said. “We get to hang 
out together and have fun.”

Seeing improvement, however, is 
Molly Smith’s favorite part of coaching.

“It’s been fun to watch them grow 
and learn as a team,” Smith said. 

Over the course of the season, almost 

all of the girls improved by at least 10 
shots. 

On nine holes, junior Selby Proctor 
has shot as high as a 54 and has improved 
to as low as 44. 

Sophomore Emily Teal has also       
improved from a 57 to a 49. 

What’s more, Smith is confident that 
the best is yet to come.

“There is so much room for growth,” 
Smith said. “Some of them just started a 
month before school started and they are 
already improving so much.”

At the 18-hole district tournament, 
Proctor and Teal both qualified for re-
gional competition. Proctor shot a 102 
and Teal shot a 107.

“Emily is a great player,” Sallie said. 
“She bring us together and is really just 
pumped up about golf.” 

As the only upperclassman on the 
squad, Proctor is the team leader.

“They all look up to Selby,” Molly 
said.

Proctor has embraced her position on 
the team whole heartedly. 

“I enjoy being a role model for the 
team because it’s nice to feel like the 
girls look up to me in that way,” she said. 
“I love teaching them things at practice, 
as well as them teaching me.” 

Smith said one noteable difference 
this year is the chemistry and cohesive-

travis dickey blah

For  junior linebacker Travis Dickey, 
football is more than just a sport.

“It is my passion and I couldn’t see 
myself loving any other sport as much as 
I love football,” he said. 

“It has become a way of life.
 It is something I do every single day 

and I couldn’t see myself without it. 
“I thank God every day for the 

opportunity he has given me to do what I 
love. I plan on playing football as long as 
my body allows me to.”

Dicky has certainly proven his 
skill during the past two seasons on the 
football team. 

Last year, as a sophomore, he finished 
second on the team with 108 tackles. 

As a junior, he has shown major 
improvement and has found his niche as 
a leader on the team. 

Dickey has been playing football 
since he was seven years old. 

He has always enjoyed playing and 
would like to pursue football as a career. 

Dickey would like to take his game 
to the next level and play collegiately at 
Florida State University. 

One of his goals is to break the 
Leon single-season tackle record of 172. 
Through the first nine games of this season, he had 84 
tackles.

Dickey says his dream is to play in the National 
Football League but if he is not able to do that then he 
will pursue a career in sports management.  

Girls golf is “young but improving”
ness of the team. 

“Golf is usually an indi-
vidual sport, and most girls 
are there for themselves,” 
Smith said.

“It’s been really cool to 
see how close the girls have 
gotten and how much they 
support each other.”

Smith is excited that 
there has been such a blos-
soming of talent for the girls 
and a peak of interest for the 
sport.

 Smith said next year 
that with enough girls, there 
might even be a junior var-
sity team. 

She likes that possibility 
because girls that didn’t play 
as much this year can get 
more playing time next year.

“We’re pretty average,” Sallie said. 
“We weren’t the best in our district but 
we weren’t the worst either.”

The girls are not satisfied with the 
progress they made this season.

“I’m really happy about the off-sea-
son,” Sallie  said. “It will help us become 
so much better and in the future we can 
be at the top.” 

Molly Smith believes that the off-
season will help build a great team. 

“He has really improved since last year,” head coach 
Tim Cokely said. 

“He has made a lot of progress and not just in his 
position, but also in this grand scheme of things.

 “He makes a lot of tackles and they are all 

productive. His productivity has increased greatly since 
last year and his desire to get better has increased. 

“He is very dependable and a great player.”
Cokely says that he expects next year to be much 

better, especially since Dickey and junior Derrick 
Jackson will return to play alongside each other. 

“Together, it is hard to double team on either of 
them, so I think that frees him up a little bit,” Cokely 
said

While Dickey has to be aggressive on the field, he is 
a gentle person off it.

“He is super sweet,” classmate Destiny Freeney 
said. “I have known Travis since the third grade and he 
has never been mean to me or anybody else. 

“He really is just a kind-hearted person.”
Freeney says that she believes Dickey will do big 

things with his football career and where he goes with 
it in the future. 

Dickey has played for Leon since his freshman year 
and has been on varsity since his sophomore year. 

He looks forward to wearing red and white in his 
final season and would like to stay in the same position.

Academically, Dickey stays on top of his game as 
well. 

“He not only is a great football player but he does 
well in school,” Cokely said. 

“I never have to worry about keeping an eye on 
him because he is trustworthy and has never given me a 
reason to worry about him.”

Dickey said he would like to see his team at least 
make it to the playoffs this year and hopefully advance 
a long way next year. 

With the Lions currently 3-6, Dickey remains 
hopeful for a great finish to the the regular season and 
into the playoffs.
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Travis Dickey

Hadley Richter

Junior Travis Dickey points out motion from the offense. 

The Lady Lion’s golf 
team has its sights 
set on making re-
gional next year

“It will make a huge difference in 
growth,” Smith said.

“It really gives us the chance to build 
up a good team.”

The girls are not going to be satisfied 
with just a decent showing in their dis-
trict competition. They are setting the bar 
much higher for 2015.

“With the help of off-season, we’ll 
definitely make it to regionals as a team 
next year,” Teal  said. 

Registrar Molly Smith also helps coach lady’s golf.



FALL
SCOREBOARD
Football
Date  Opponent                                
09/19/14 Godby, L 48-7
09/26/14     FL High, L 28-21
10/02/14 Crestview, L 35-21
10/10/14 Escambia, L 35-28
10/16/14 Lincoln, L 49-14
10/31/14 Chiles
11/07/14 Providence
11/14/14 Niceville

Volleyball
Date  Opponent 
08/30/14 Tate, W 3-0
09/02/14 Godby, W 3-0
09/04/14 Lincoln, W 3-0
09/09/14 Wakulla, W 3-0
09/10/14 Niceville, W 3-0
09/16/14 Chiles, W 3-1
09/17/14 JP II, W 3-0
09/19/14 Berkeley, W 2-0
09/20/14 Berkeley, W 3-0
09/25/14 P K Younge, L 3-0
09/30/14 Lincoln, L 3-2
10/08/14 Chiles, W 3-2
10/14/14 Florida High, W 3-0
10/16/14 Gainesville, W 3-1    
10/23/14 District Finals against  
  Chiles, L 3-1
10/29/14 Regional Quarterfinal  
  against Niceville,
  W 3-0

Boys/Girls Swimming
Date  Opponent
09/10/14 Rickards, W/W
09/17/14 Maclay, W/W
09/24/14 Florida High, W/W
10/01/14 Chiles, L/L
10/08/14 Lincoln, L/L
10/11/14 Panama City Invita- 
  tional, 8th/5th

Boys/Girls Golf
Date  Event
09/23/14 St James, 2nd

09/30/14 Hilaman, 3rd

10/01/14  Killearn, 3rd

10/07/14 Hilaman, 3rd 
10/09/14 Southwood, 2nd

Boys/Girls Cross Country
Date  Event  
09/27/14 Bale N’ Trail 1st/10th

10/11/14 Pre State 2nd/3rd
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HOCH
FROM PAGE 10

Her favorite race to compete in is the 
100-yard breaststroke. It’s what she is 
best at and she enjoys it the most. 

The most challenging part of 
swimming for her is the butterfly and 
just trying to keep up with all the other 
swimmers.

Claire’s family is very supportive of 
her swimming and is very enouraging. 

“We, as a family, are so impressed 
and proud of Claire,” Lucy said.

“With Claire it’s always been about 
what she can do, and not limits her.”

 

TOMAN
FROM PAGE 9

been that difficult. Jonathan be-
lieves that the only time it gets tough is 
during soccer tryouts.

One of Jonathan’s older brothers, 
Josh, believes that Jonathan is extreme-
ly focused when it comes to both school 
and sports, but clearly makes school a 
priority.

“I believe that his time management 
has vastly improved from last year to 
this year,” junior varsity coach Dan 

Wessner said.
Even though Jonathan is only a 

sophomore, he thinks that he will con-
tinue playing baseball or soccer, per-
haps even both, in college.

“Ideally, I would like to go to Flori-
da State,” Jonathan said. 

“If I have the chance to go out of 
state, I wouldn’t mind that.

“I don’t know where I would want 
to go.” 

Buy an add in 
the paper.

Looking for a way to 
advertise? 

Come to IA4 or contact 
our Editors in chief

-paved the road to this year’s state 
competition on Nov. 15 at the Apalachee 
Regional Park in town.

Seniors Khosla, Scott, Buccholz, 
Marshall and returning senior Will Luca 
have influenced the other runners on the 
team – while only the top five earn points 
- to adopt some certain habits in the time 
leading up to state competition.

“We’re putting everything else aside 
for a little while,” Khosla said.

A loose curfew - eight hours of sleep 
on weekdays and 10 on Saturday and 
Sunday - is one of the newly imposed 
methods the self-regulated runners have 
started following.

“We got mad at one guy because 
he was up at 10 p.m. watching Walking 
Dead,” Marshall said. “We have been 
very self-regulated.”

Adam Wallenfelsz, currently the 
third-ranked runner for Leon, says that 
he and his teammates go to bed by 9:30  
p.m. “at the latest.” 

They also have started “taking better 
care” of themselves by stretching more 
frequently and “making better choices.” 

“We need to make smart decisions, 
rest up and not get injured,” sophomore 
Matthew Cashin said.

These seniors have been waiting for 
this moment since high school started.

“Since freshman year, we have been 
talking about how we want to win the 
[state competition] our senior year,” 

CROSS COUNTRY
FROM PAGE 9

Khosla said.
Wallenfelsz, only a junior, is in the 

first-period running class along with the 
other top-seven runners, which include 
the five seniors and Cashin, who current-
ly holds the number five spot.

After school, Monday and Wednes-
day is 10 miles of distance, Tuesdays 
and Thursday are, respectively, 10x800 
repeats and 1200 repeats,

Saturday consists of long runs rang-
ing from 12 to 15 miles and Sunday is the 
time to “get a quick jog in.”

“Shaking off your legs can be help-
ful,” Marshall said.

The Chiles Timberwolves, who boast 
three elite runners among a talented 
squad, appear to be Leon’s toughest com-
petition.


