
The Leon High Life
Nov. 2015Vol. XCVI Issue 3 leonhighlife.com

The leading print and online news source for all things Leon since 1931

Edwards 
completes
Ironman

Epting gave green light for school play
Hannah Wong

News Editor

Prospect High: Brooklyn only has 
performances scheduled at 23 schools 
in America. The play covers a range of 
controversial issues including abuse, rac-
ism and gender identity. It also includes 
heavy profanity in the script. 

Yet at the end of the summer, princi-
pal Billy Epting decided to give Leon’s 
drama department the green light to tack-
le this production.

“I did consider saying no,” Epting 
said. 

“But you want the plays to be rel-
evant for high school kids. All the top-
ics in the play are things that high school 
students deal with. I felt it was very ap-
propriate.”

According to Epting, over summer 
break, drama department head Bryan 
Mitchell received information in the 
mail from the main playwright of Pros-
pect High: Brooklyn. 

He wanted to know if Leon would 

be interested in performing the play. It 
would be the only high school in Florida 
to do so. 

Epting agreed, his only condition 
being that the profanity be reduced as 
much as possible.

“I felt that if any school in Tallahas-
see could do it and do it right, it would 
be Leon,” Epting said. 

“We have a solid Gay Straight Alli-
ance, and our students are more accept-
ing than a lot of students today.”

So far, Epting has not received any 
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Feely continues to fight cancer

complaints from parents about the con-
tent of the production. 

In fact, an opinion column in the Oc-
tober issue of Leon High Life about a 
transgender character in the play elicited 
a greater reaction than the play itself. 

After the October issue was distribut-
ed, students began to discuss their views 
on gender identity. Epting liked to see the 
student body sharing their thoughts with 
one another. 

“It [the column] created positive
Please see EPTING, page 4

Athletic Director spearheaded many fundraisers before being 
diagnosed with multiple myeloma in February of 2009

Athletic Director Mark Feely has 
been heavily involved in the Leon can-
cer fundraisers for years. 

It all began in 2007, when he and 
former principal Rocky Hanna, his best 
friend, began taking on daring adven-
tures to motivate the students to contrib-
ute money. 

That first year, the duo jumped out 
of an airplane, as the Leon community 
raised $7,500, exceeding the original 
goal by $6,000.

The next year, Feely and Hanna rode 
bulls, when the fundraising goal was 
reached again.

The year after that, the pair built a 
fort in one of the large trees at Leon’s 
main entrance. They agreed to spend a 
night in the tree for every $2,000 which 
was raised.

In the end, they spent seven nights in 
the tree and over $14,000 was raised.

Feely and Hanna both emphasized 
how important it was that the students 
would not only have an academic educa-
tion, but for them to learn how to serve 
and impact the community as well.

“It’s not the money that matters,” 
Feely said. “It is how the school comes 
together as a team during the fundraiser.” 

In 2009, the daring fundraising ac-
tivities were replaced by the Poker Run.

That same year, Feely was diagnosed 
with cancer.

His condition is called multiple my-
eloma, which he refers to as “leukemia’s 
ugly cousin.”

He found out about his disease on 
Feb. 24, 2009, and was given 37 months 
to live.

“I remember my wife and mother be-
ing in the room when the doctor told me 
how I had only 37 months left,” Feely 
said. “In my peripheral vision, I watched 
them both crumple.”

Right after the doctor informed him 
of his expected life span, she then de-
clared how they were going to prolong 

Sella Kinch 
News Editor 
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As one of their many activities to spread awareness and raise money for Leon’s annual Cancer Week, Rocky Hanna (left) and Mark Feely 
(right), posed with a student (center), dressed in cancer shirts, pink tutus and fairy wings. 

Please see FEELY, page 4

The Ironman Triathlon is one of the 
most physically and mentally demanding 
challenges an athlete can undertake. 

Competitors must complete a 2.4-
mile swim,  112-mile bike ride and  a 
26.2-mile run

On Oct. 17, biology teacher Renee 
Edwards met the challenge, completing 
the Ironman Maryland Triathlon in 15 
hours, 9 minutes and 22 seconds.

“After this race, I know I can do 
anything,” Edwards said. “I know I can 
overcome challenges at every level. I am 
strong mentally and physically.”

Edwards trained for approximately 
nine months. On a weekly basis, she 
averaged 6,000 yards of swimming, 80 
miles of biking and 12 miles of running.

On race day, the temperature was 
just 45 degrees with winds averaging 15 
miles per hour. The water temperature 
was 63 degrees.

“I appreciate the challenge of the 
distance,” said Edwards, who finished 
81st in her age division (ages 45-49) and 
1,209th overall. 

Finishing gives you a ‘high’ like no 
other- that you have accomplished your 
goal.”

In the near future, Edwards plans to 
do a 13.1-mile half marathon in Panama 
City Beach. 

In February, she hopes to complete 
the full 26.2-mile Tallahassee Marathon.

She is also trying to qualify for the 
Boston Marathon.

 She will need a qualifying time of 
three hours and 55 minutes in the Talla-
hassee Marathon or another qualifying 
marathon to accomplish that goal.

According to Edwards, the group of 
friends that she trains and races with

picture courtesy of Mark Feely
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Red and White ‘tyrants’

Despite the status of the Red and White People as one of Leon’s many pep rally traditions, 
they have been behaving in an unacceptable way that needs to change. 

Sam Atwater
Editorial Editor
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I can’t stand pep rally days. While it 
may be easy to assume that this is due 
to the noise of the assemblies or the 
shortened schedule making it a pain to 
do work, I dread them due to the actions 
of the Red and White People who roam 
Leon’s halls.

They mean well, I’m sure. Wanting 
to energize the student body on pep rally 
days is a noble goal. 

The issue is that the way they do it 
makes them out to be a source of annoy-
ance as they inconsiderately barge into 
classes, screaming in your face as you 
try to factor polynomials or read Shake-
speare.

The way they go about raising spirit 
is disrespectful and completely fails in 
preparing students for pep rallies.

I’ve heard of them described as “ty-
rants,” “loud and obnoxious” and “wild.” 
They are not wild in a way that energizes 
students, but rather a way that leads to 
fear and loathing.

When they roam around the halls in 
between classes, shaking their impro-
vised noise makers and covered in paint, 
I am more likely to try my best to avoid 
them than to head towards them to pre-
pare myself for a pep rally.

And when they barge into classes 
during the day, they accomplish the 
grand feat of disrupting Leon’s learning 
environment. This is hardly a grand feat 
to accomplish, and is far more rude than 
anything else.

Teachers who are teaching a lesson 
when the Red and White People barge 
into a classroom (typically by throwing 

open the door) have to backtrack in their 
lesson and regain their student’s focus. 

When they barge into a classroom 
that I’m in, I always jump a little in my 
seat. The noise generated by them makes 
me think that some crisis has happened in 
the halls. I am left feeling lingering terror 
rather than jubilation when they leave. 

I’m not at all pepped up but rather an-
noyed due to experiencing fear. This is 
not a viable or useful way of spreading 
pep at Leon.

This doesn’t need to be the case. If 
the Red and White People had a different 
routine, they could probably accomplish 
their alleged goals. 

When someone becomes a Red and 
White Person, when they are painted 
in our school colors and stripped out of 
their normal outfits, they are currently  
given a license to harass other members 
of the student body. 

The Red and White People should be 
a source of fun, of community building. 
At present, its harassment that has been 
allowed by the administration and stu-
dent government for far too long. 

On the most recent pep rally day 
when the High Life went to press, they 
were only allowed to roam the halls dur-
ing the periods following lunch. This is 
a clear step in the right direction while 
their routine remains as it is. 

Their status as a nuisance during pep 
rally days rather than a beneficiary and 
the fact that they fail to pep up the stu-
dent body all serve as evidence that they 
need to reform. 

It is not acceptable for them to be-
have as they are now, and I hope that they 
can change for the best.

DANCE MARATHON REGISTRATION
Dec. 8

PAWS 
Dec. 11-12, 7 p.m.

ORCHESTRA CONCERT
Dec. 14, 6 and 8 p.m.

EXAM DAYS
Dec. 16-18

WINTER BREAK 
Dec. 19-Jan. 5
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Stand up for those who 
have stood for you
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I find the people who don’t stand for 
the Pledge of Allegiance to be highly 
disrespectful.

The American flag is a symbol of 
freedom and liberty. 

It is a symbol of our country and 
what we believe in and hold as sacred. 
It is a symbol our soldiers stand behind 
and fight for, whether on our soil or 
foreign soil. 

More than 1.1 million Americans 
have been killed in war, fighting for 
their country.

The least you can do is stand up for 
less than 30 seconds of your day to re-
spect those who have made the ultimate 
sacrifice for our country. 

If you feel that saying “Under God” 
violates your freedom of religion, don’t 
say that part. If that is still too much to 
ask, at least show respect by standing 
up. 

Nowhere does it indicate that say-
ing “God” in the Pledge means you are 
Christian.

And I find it particularly offensive 
when I see students texting or finishing 
up a homework assignment during the 
Pledge. Can’t that wait? 

You can afford to dedicate a small 
portion of your day to something far 
more important than your social life.  

You should be grateful for the 
people that have laid down their lives so 
that you can have the religious freedom 
you think is being suppressed by the 
Pledge of Allegiance. 

When you talk during the Pledge 
and joke around with your friends, you 
are not only disrespecting what our flag 
stands for but you are also being rude 
to those around you that are trying to 
appreciate those who fight for them and 
their country. 

My grandfather fought in the Korean 
War. Many of your peers have relatives 
who fought for our country and may 
have lost their lives in battle. 

If you are content with blowing off 
the Pledge as something you do not have 
to acknowledge, then excuse yourself 
from class for the duration of it. 

If you are using these 30 seconds to 
rebel against authority, I suggest choos-
ing another venue.

In fact, you have the option of not 
saying the Pledge because you have that 
freedom which is represented by the 
flag. Ironic, isn’t it? 

In Afghanistan, Iran, Malaysia, 
Maldives, Mauritania, Nigeria, Pakistan, 
Qatar, Saudi Arabia, Somalia, Sudan, 

United Arab Emirates and Yemen, athe-
ism is punishable by death. 

All of those countries, except Paki-
stan, allow for capital punishment for 
apostasy, the abandonment of a particu-
lar religion. 

We should consider ourselves lucky 
to be able to choose our religion, or no 
religion. 

Although saying the pledge isn’t a 
requirement, you should feel obligated 
to take time to recognize what the flag 
means. 

It is not just a piece of cloth hanging 
in your classroom, it is symbolic of a 
nation that stands for freedom and those 
who fight for that freedom.

There are countless veterans who 
have lost one or both of their legs, and 
can no longer stand for the Pledge.

Many have also lost their arms and 
can’t put their hand over their heart. 

My great uncle, William Pitts, lost 
his arm in battle. 

He fought in World War II and 
served in the Philippines, where he was 

Sophie Mills
Guest Writer
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Editorial Editor

Students shouldn’t be 
expected to say the pledge

Every morning, in each school across 
America, students rise to their feet and 
recite the Pledge of Allegiance. Howev-
er, in recent years, more and more people 
are questioning this practice. I am one of 
these people. 

After years of saying the same sen-
tence of patriotic drivel every day, I 
thought to myself: “Why am I doing 
this? Do I even mean what I’m saying?’’ 
I’d been saying it for over a decade. I 
should’ve known, but I didn’t. The first 
time I said the Pledge in school, I was 
four. Saying it made me feel grown up, 
like part of an induction into the wonder-
ful world of citizenship and duty. But I 
didn’t understand what I was saying, who 
I was pledging to, and why. I didn’t even 
know what some of the words meant. 
But because everyone else was pledging, 
I pledged too.

The issue of whether we should say 
the Pledge is not a new one. In fact, it 
may be as old as the Pledge itself. 

The Leon High Life polled 52 students regarding whether they stand for the pledge or not.

Lauren Henderson

Written in 1887, the Pledge ran off 
the hands of a recently reunited nation 
and into the mind of the new American 
Renaissance. It was viewed by many as 
a quintessential declaration of patriotism. 
In 1942, it was adopted by Congress, 
making it no longer a citizen’s declara-
tion of love for his country, but now a 
national standard. 

It wasn’t until 1954 that the words 
“under God” were added. Every non-
Christian was immediately alienated. 
Why should non-Christians pledge to 

America when that very country expects 
them to acknowledge to a God they don’t 
believe in? 

Our nation was founded on the idea 
of separating church and state and this 
seems to be a spit in the face of that very 
notion. America is not a Christian nation, 
and it was never meant to be. The found-
ing fathers were children of the Age of 
Enlightenment and outspoken skeptics. 
When we make them out to be devout 
Christians, we are erasing our own his-
tory. Our very own constitution says 
"Congress shall make no law respecting 
an establishment of religion.” The Pledge 
of Allegiance, as it is, contradicts this. 

In 1943, The Supreme Court of the 
United States of America ruled that it 
was unconstitutional to force students to 
say the pledge. 

“The action of the local authorities 
in compelling the flag salute and pledge 
transcends constitutional limitations on 
their power,” Justice Robert H. Jackson 
said, “and invades the sphere of intellect 
and spirit - which it is the purpose of the 
First Amendment to our constitution to 
reserve from all official control.”

The name itself seems to be a misno-
mer. By definition a pledge is a “solemn 
promise or undertaking.” So what reason 
is there for pledging more than once? A 
good pledge should be said one time by 
a well-informed person with sincere in-
tent. When we make children say it daily 
for their entire school career, it loses its 
meaning. 

There are people in this school that 
still do not know what the word “indivis-
ible” means, yet are willing to pledge to 
a nation described as such. 

I find it horrifying that we encourage 
our kids to say the pledge every day but 
never find the time to explain its mean-
ing.

Though some may claim our pledge 
promotes unity and patriotism, this has 
proved false. 

Throughout history, there have al-
ways been divides: Anti-Federalists v. 
Federalists, North v. South, Black v. 
White, Democrat v. Republican. In 1915, 
there were congressmen who pledged 
during the day; they ordered suffragettes 
to be force fed by night. 

In 1944, there were troops doing 
more than pledging; Japanese-Americans 
were being tortured in internment camps. 

The Pledge has not united us as it 
should have. Instead, it’s furthered the 
wedge dividing our country.

Instead of taking the time to reiterate 
our faithfulness to America, we should 
invest in making great. 

wounded  on April 27, 1945 on Luzon 
Island. 

He was given a Purple Heart to rec-
ognize the sacrifice and commitment he 
made as a combat-wounded veteran.

Those that fought for our country 
stood up and put their lives on the line.

I am not trying to infringe on any-
one’s religious freedom.

I just believe that you should have 
the decency to stand up, whether you 
say the pledge or not, and respect those 
who have sacrificed for you.
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his life the best they could.
He remembers that the worst part of 

being diagnosed was having to tell his 
kids.

In fact, just two weeks before he was 
diagnosed, he discovered that one of his 
son’s had a large lump on his stomach. 

“I remember praying to God, beg-
ging for if my son were to have cancer, 
then for [God] to put it on me instead,” 
Feely said. “I would rather take the bur-
den than anyone else in my family hav-
ing to.” 

The year that Feely was diagnosed, 
the Leon family raised over $36,000 dur-
ing Cancer Week.

It has now been six and a half years 
since Feely was originally diagnosed.

He has undergone two bone marrow 
transplants, and was in remission for two 
and a half years before the cancer re-
turned in January of 2012. 

He originally went through chemotherapy, a form 
of cancer treatment where your blood is treated for any 
unwanted substances during four-hour sessions.

This severely weakened him, adding to his dislike 
of chemotherapy. 

Feely had watched his father suffer through chemo-
therapy, making him even more anxious of the treat-
ment. 

After he experienced a kidney failure, Feely knew 
that his treatment had to be adjusted.

He now undertakes peritoneal dialysis, a treatment 
where warm sugar water is inserted into an empty cavity 
in his abdomen called a peritoneum in order to cleanse 
his system.

Feely now undergoes peritoneal dialysis twice a 
day, for an hour in the morning and then for nine hours 
at night. 

Now, four years after the cancer returned, Feely is 
in remission.

He went to Shands Hospital on Oct. 19 to see if he 

was able to have a kidney transplant.
Typically, it is unusual for someone with his condi-

tion to be a viable candidate. 
Although he felt lucky to be given the opportunity 

to go through the examination, he wasn’t allowed to 
have the transplant.  

But he still has hope that he can qualify for a new 
kidney later on. 

Despite the fact that his disease can’t be cured, he 
continues to live his life, spending time with family, 
friends and at Leon. 

All his family has been heartily invested in cancer 
fundraisers since his diagnosis. 

This year, when he was unable to attend the Poker 
Run, many of his friends and family members helped 
keep the competitors organized. 

“I’ve never been mad or felt like life was unfair,” 
Feely said. “Because if you are ever feeling sorry for 
yourself, then go and sit in a cancer center’s waiting 
room. All types of people are there in much worse situ-
ations than you.” 

EDWARDS
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Rocky Hanna (left) and Mark Feely (right) skydived with Jan Dzurik (cen-
ter) after reaching their fundraiser goal in 2006. Dzurik was a member of 
“Quincy School of Flight,” Feely’s and Hanna’s sponsor for the skydiving. 
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controversy,” Epting said.“It created an opportunity to 
have a conversation.”

However, Epting grew concerned when some peo-
ple began to direct negative comments at the author of 
the piece over social media. 

“I was very disappointed in the comments people 
made to Maribeth [the author] on social media,” Epting 
said. 

“I found them hypocritical.”
If there were to be criticism from parents after the 

production debuts in February, Epting would be willing 
to address it, but he doesn’t want to cover up the play’s 
message.

“I don’t want to be seen as the ‘censor principal,’ ” 
Epting said. 

“As long as it’s [the play] done in good taste with 
equal opportunities for both sides to be heard, I don’t 
think there are any topics that are off-limits.”

Epting has the final say when approving plays for 
the drama department. He sometimes involves assistant 
principal Deshone Hedrington, but did not in the case of 
Prospect High: Brooklyn.

However, Hedrington believes Epting did the right 
thing in approving the play, despite its controversial 
subjects.

“You have controversy every day- the problem is 
how you handle that controversy,” Hedrington said.

And she thought the actors and actresses did a great 
job, calling their performance “phenomenal.” Hedring-
ton also said that the play is a “step in teaching faculty 
how to deal with the issues of this generation.”

SGA creates new fundraiser 
to support veterans

Student Government Association created 
a new fundraiser this year to help support 
American armed forces. The fundraiser was 
a contest pitting freshmen and sophomores 
against juniors and seniors. 

The competition was which group could 
create a replica of the American Flag the fast-
est. 

In the lobby, from Nov. 9 to Nov. 20, 
there were two white poster boards, blank ex-
cept for a large blue square on the upper left 
of the poster. The goal was for the students to 
buy enough $1 red squares or white stars to 
complete the flag.

Every piece bought would also earn the 
student a piece of candy as well. 

The purpose of the fundraiser was to raise money 
to help send veterans to their memorial in Washington 
D.C. 

The students involved are part of the committee 

plays a huge role in her involvement with sport.
They refer to the events in Maryland and Panama 

City as “race-cations,” making for a “perfect girls’ 
weekend.” 

Her family also travels with her to some races, with 
her husband acting as her “Sherpa.”

In light of her accomplishment, Edwards hopes she 
has inspired people to take on challenges. 

“I want people to find a challenge and go for it,” Ed-
wards said. “And don’t stop because something is ‘too 
hard.’ You persevere through your struggles — we all 
have struggles.”

This is the kind of mentality that causes some of her 
co-workers to be in awe.

“I was afraid for her when she told me that she was 
planning on completing the Ironman,” English teacher 
Mindy Fulton said. 

“But, she is one of the most stubborn and strongest 
people I know. She isn’t afraid of working hard, or even 
pain.”

According to Edwards, almost all her free time, as 
little as she has, is spent training. 

Because of the vigorous training, Edwards claims to 
occasionally find it hard to have the motivation and de-
sire to keep practicing and working towards her many  
goals.

However, she finds reasons to continue with deter-
mination.

“I keep looking at the big goal at the end,” Edwards 
said. “I am not willing to sacrifice the challenge for any-
thing.”

You will not find me watching TV or laying on the 
couch. Instead, I use my free time to train.”

All the feedback about her Ironman has been very 
positive. In fact, some of Edwards’ biology students 
have even expressed a desire to complete a triathlon.

“Mrs. Edwards makes me want to be an Ironman,” 
biology student Jessie Botel said. 

“Her determination to take up challenges inspires 
me. It seems crazy to say this, but I think I actually want 
to do something like that one day.”

Sella Kinch

The underclassmen flag (left) and the upperclassmen flag (right) shown 
were part of the Veteran’s Day fundraiser.

Sella Kinch 
News Editor 

Students donate money to have name put on flag and 
funds go toward Honor Flight program

called Honor Flight, the organization that flies the vet-
erans to Washington DC..

“So far we have raised enough money for one sol-
dier to go to D.C.,” SGA member Skyllar Cobb said. 

Lincoln, Godby, Rickards and Chiles are involved 
with raising money for veterans as well. 

photo courtesy of Mark Feely
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Cherrier-Vickers takes on ballet trainee program
Julia Chodyla
Features Editor

method, Joffrey Ballet School uses the 
Russian method. 

According to Cherrier-Vickers, he 
has had to make several adjustments due 
to the increased strictness in the ballet 
classroom that he has now. 

“All teachers have their own rules,” 
Cherrier-Vickers said. “You can’t cross 
your arms. You can’t lean on the barres. 
Also, the teachers are always emphasiz-
ing our appearance.”

Cherrier-Vickers remembers a time 
when he witnessed one of his Russian 

Freshman Jackson Knight is the youngest member 
of Mane Event, but his age has not held him back from 
landing high-profile solos within the ensemble. 

“Being the only freshman in Mane Event was pret-
ty nerve-racking at first,” Knight said. “I didn’t know 
anybody in the group, but they all really accepted me 
once I was there.”

Knight is deserving of his spot in Mane Event, but 
must still bear the nickname “Baby J.” 

“The people in Mane Event enjoy me being the 
only freshman,” Knight said. “They like having some-
one that they can show the ropes to.”

The annual retreat was Knight’s first time ever 
singing a cappella, and also his first time singing with 
the group as a whole. Knight was introduced to Mane 
Event by former member Robyn Smith.

When school started, his friends, aware of his mu-
sical ability, pushed him to audition. 

Mane Event has not had a concert yet this school 
year, but has been featured at various Leon events, like 
Lions Lark.

Knight is an actor at the Quincy Music Theatre. He 
played the role of Captain Hook in Peter Pan, Prince 
Eric in The Little Mermaid and the Mad Hatter in Alice 
in Wonderland. 

“Captain Hook was my favorite,” Knight said. “I 
felt like it was me. It allowed me to branch out into dif-
ferent character techniques.”

Knight is mainly cast in the more comical roles of 
shows. 

“Those are the roles that make everybody laugh,” 
Knight said.

Knight’s first show was Music Man when he was 

in sixth grade. He was in a quartet. 
“I’ve been singing for about as long as I can 

remember,” Knight said. “I’ve been in chorus classes 
in elementary school, middle school and now high 
school, too.”

Knight plans to take vocal lessons over the sum-
mer. 

“Since I started singing before acting, it was the 
musical aspect of theatre that made me want to audi-
tion for that first show,” Knight said.  After being cast, 
the rehearsals and tireless work put into the preparation 
led up to a finished product that captivated the audi-
ence. 

“It was really the attention that pulled me in,” 
Knight said. 

Knight has certainly proved to be the center of at-
tention recently – he is the male vocal lead in the Mane 
Event Macy’s A Cappella Challenge video. The audi-
tions took place during one of Mane Event’s routine 
Thursday rehearsals. Tabitha Peck, the Mane Event 
sponsor, told the group about the video and the song 
they were to sing. 

Those who wanted to audition stayed late after 
rehearsal and sang the chorus of “I Want You Back” by 
the Jackson 5. They received the results shortly after. 
Junior Hannah Prasse was cast as the female vocal 
lead. 

“It was pretty humbling being the only freshman in 
the group and then getting that solo,” Knight said. “I 
felt like it brought me closer to everyone and made me 
more involved.” Rehearsal for the video was overbear-
ing in comparison to the routine Thursday practice 
from 7:30-9 p.m.. 

In preparation for filming, the group rehearsed 
everyday after school for three weeks – and on week-
ends. 

Elias Cherrier-Vickers executes an arabesque after a daily class at the Joffrey Ballet School.

Julia Chodyla

teachers commenting on one of his fel-
low classmate’s weight.

“She was eating a sandwich,” he said. 
“The teacher made her spit it out because 
it was too high in carbs.” 

Cherrier-Vickers is meeting a variety 
of people from all over the world. 

The highly diverse trainee program 
has people from as far away as South 
America and Japan. Cherrier-Vickers 
claims to feel very comfortable in the 
melting pot of different cultures in New 
York City.

“I sometimes miss the ‘southern 
charm’ and manners of the people in Tal-
lahassee,” Cherrier-Vickers said. 

However, here, I can dress or act how 
I want. Everyone here is different. Peo-
ple are too busy to even care if you aren’t 
exactly like the person next to you.”

His friends at home are missing him 
dearly, both at school and at the dance 
studio.

“He brings life to the stage and to 
my life,” Pas de Vie dancer Seah Hagan 
said. “I’m sure he’s wowing all the other 
teachers and dancers at Joffrey with his 
presence and talent.”

Cherrier-Vickers recently finished 
his junior year over the summer. He now 
only has three credits left until he can 
graduate high school. 

Thanks to Assistant Principal Sarah 
Hembree, he will be receiving a diploma 
saying that he graduated from Leon High 
School. 

“Oftentimes I wonder why the heck 
I’m doing this to myself,” Cherrier-Vick-
ers said. “But then I remember that dance 
is the only thing I do in which I actually 
push myself 100 percent.”

His fellow trainees at The Joffrey 
Ballet School have acknowledged his 
progress over recent months.

“I met Elias this summer at the inten-
sive,” said Ellery Smith, a fellow student 
at Joffrey Ballet.

Since then, I have seen him grow as a 
dancer and improve tremendously.”

Knight takes lead role in Mane Event video
Caroline Zapert
Features Editor

Mane Event

Jackson Knight was the male vocal lead in the Macy’s A Cap-
pella Challenge application video for Mane Event.

“We rehearsed more in that three-week period than 
we would have in an entire semester,” senior Christina 
Davison said.

Knight also participates in Thespians. He is in 
both a small group and a large group for the upcoming 
competition season. 

The large group, consisting of about 15 people, 
will be performing “Big Doll House” from Hairspray. 

There are different categories in which each group 
is judged. Small groups are judged solely on acting, 
whereas large groups perform a musical number. 

“There are times when rehearsals for Mane Event 
and Thespians become overwhelming,” Knight said, 
“but it’s all part of doing what you love to do.”  

Elias Cherrier-Vickers has his sights 
set on becoming a professional ballet 
dancer by the age of 22.

To attain this goal, Cherrier-Vickers 
recently began his first year in the elite 
and highly selective Joffrey Ballet School 
Trainee Program in New York City. 

Last May, Cherrier-Vickers got the 
chance to audition for the Joffrey’s in-
tensive summer program. After being 
offered a 50 percent scholarship, he de-
cided to attend. 

Later on at the actual summer pro-
gram, he was able to audition for the 
year-round trainee program. 

Before he departed for New York, 
Cherrier-Vickers danced for the local 
ballet company, Pas de Vie.

 Although he claims to have already 
improved in the few short months he has 
been at the Joffrey Ballet School, he be-
lieves that it is not because of the new 
training.

“The training at Pas de Vie is defi-
nitely just as good as it is in New York,” 
said Cherrier-Vickers in a recent phone 
interview. 

However, the fact that I am dancing 
10 hours a day as opposed to four makes 
a world’s difference. It is true: practice 
makes perfect.”

There are several different methods 
for training a ballet dancer. In contrast to 
his home studio, which used the Italian 

photo courtesy of Elias Cherrier-Vickers
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Garden club takes root
EmmaLea Reed

Double Truck Editor 

Eco-friendly water fountain installed
Maribeth McClenny
Double Truck Editor 

Leon High School has a 
new way for students to get in-
volved not only in the commu-
nity, but in the environment.

 Introducing a fun and dif-
ferent way to give back to the 
world: Garden Club.

 Garden Club President 
Amanda Willis, a junior, start-
ed the club at the beginning of 
this year as her Student Gov-
ernment project. 

“Leon needed a garden,” 
Willis said. “Since Leon is a 
school with so much tradition, 
I thought that making a garden 
would be something great to 
add to it.”

Located on Martin Street, 
next to the baseball bowl, the 
Garden Club is beginning to 
grow fresh produce. 

The vegetables are going 
to be given to people in the 
surrounding neighborhoods or 
to families that do not have the 
money to buy them for them-
selves. 

Considering many Leon 
students have a very bad 
reputation among the nearby 
neighborhoods due to speed-
ing cars and leaving trash ev-
erywhere, Garden Club is hop-
ing to mend those bad feelings 
by bringing good to the com-
munity.

Garden Club is sponsored 
by history teacher Scott Brown 
and biology teacher Alexus 
Matthews. 

The club is funded by do-
nations, and they have already 
spent over $500 on purchases 
for the garden.

In order to keep the club 
alive, members do multiple 
fundraising events throughout 

the year.
For example, this Decem-

ber the club plans to sell tick-
ets for a dog wash in order to 
raise money.

There are about 30 mem-
bers currently participating 
in Garden Club, and the club 
only plans on growing bigger.

“We have a good amount 
of members from all grade lev-
els who are all very friendly,” 
Vice President Jack Wingate, a 
junior, said. 

“They love talking to new 
members and volunteering in 
the garden.”

The ultimate goal of the 
club is to keep it going, and to 
keep the members feeling in-
volved. 

“Garden Club is a great 
way for different people to 
come together and do some-
thing that they all share in 
common,” Garden Club Social 

Brown goes green
Leon history teacher K. Scott Lazarus-Brown has 

been “going green” all of his life, and has a passion 
for spreading awareness in keeping the earth clean.

One of the topics that Brown feels most strongly 
about is the necessity of recycling garbage, in par-
ticular, garbage at Leon High School. 

He believes that teachers should be enforcing re-
cycling on their students, and not just allowing them 
to throw everything in the trash.

“They [teachers] should be leading by example,” 
Brown said. “I’m frustrated by the lack of participa-
tion and understanding of recycling.”

Brown goes around from classroom to classroom 
taking bottles and cans out of trash cans, as well as 
turning off lights wherever they are not being used. 

“I have an obligation to the next generation,” 
Brown said. “It’s the only environment we’ve got, so 
we have to take care of it.”

Not only do teachers notice his dedication, but 
his students do as well.

“A few times I’ve seen him dramatically and 
grudgingly sift through the trash, pulling out papers 

and plastic bottles in order to put them in the recy-
cling bin,” junior Sophie Roberts said. 

“He always follows this with some loud declara-
tion about conservation or the importance of recy-
cling.

“Some might think he’s just a crazy hippie, but 
there’s definitely a method behind his madness.”

Brown’s dedication is confusing to many, but re-
spected by all.

This year, one of Brown’s hopes came true when 
junior Amanda Willis started the Garden Club.

 Brown had always wanted to plant a garden for 
Leon High School students to enjoy and care for. 

A t 
h o m e , 
B r o w n 
tends to a 
garden of his 
own where he 
grows vegetables 
and herbs.

As a clearly strong advocate of eco-friendliness, 
Brown believes that it is more important to take care 
of your planet than your ego.

There are many ways one can get involved in 
the environment and saving the planet, and Brown 
would be happy to help anyone find ways to make 
the earth a better place. 

He strives to help Leon students to get in sync 
with the world surrounding them.

When asked his ultimate goal in life, Brown re-
plied that he wanted to live until he’s 98 years old 
and breathe fresh air on earth.

Brown continues to live by the quote: “The green 
of the environment comes before the green of mon-
ey.”

EmmaLea Reed
Double Truck Editor 

Environmentalism should 
be a priority

Hannah Wong
News Editor

Opinion

Leon has taken many steps to become eco-
friendly recently. 

The newest addition to the campus is an envi-
ronmentally friendly water fountain on the first floor 
outside the media center.

Senior Reef Taylor is Head of Environmental 
Concerns in Student Government and is in charge of 
the project.

Junior Mike Park is working alongside 
Taylor  and is in charge of organiz-

ing the funds.
“I wanted to 

do something 
that can con-
tinue on after 
I left Leon, 
s o m e t h i n g 
that everyone 
could use and 
when they see 

This year, Leon has taken several 
eco-friendly initiatives. These include 
the new water fountain, the Garden 
Club and the reinstating of the recy-
cling program. All I have to say is, it’s 
about time. 

Our school has a reputation for be-
ing an institution devoted not only to 

learning but to our commu-
nity and the greater good. 

Our annual cancer fundrais-
er becomes more successful each 

year and has a wing devoted to it in 
the Tallahassee Memorial Hospital. 

We have countless service clubs 
like Anchor and Key with devoted 
members.

 We even have Model United Na-
tions and International Culture Club, 
which get students interested in foreign 
relations. But what about the environ-
ment?

Emissions standards, global cli-
mate change, ecosystem degradation, 
species extinction - these are not just 
topics that teens learn about in Ad-
vanced Placement Environmental Sci-
ence. 

These issues are hotly debated by 
presidential candidates; they concern 
every human being on Earth. And what 
is Leon doing about them? 

Not much, as far as I can tell. We 

have no school-wide fundraisers dedi-
cated to cleaning up our city, no proj-
ects for encouraging students to reduce 
their carbon footprint, no Going Green 
week. In fact, there have even been 
complaints about the amount of litter 
on and around our campus. 

The Senior Bowl is often strewn 
with wrappers and Whataburger bags, 
and the team responsible for recycling 
has to sort through trash thrown in the 
recycle bins by thoughtless students.

Leon is eager to donate to the hos-
pital, to raise awareness about the Chil-
dren’s Miracle Network and to collect 
cans for Second Harvest. 

But when it comes to the natural 
world and our effect on it, our school 
seems indifferent This appears to be a 
trend throughout our county. 

Lincoln’s Green Club is making 
climate change a school-wide concern 
and Rickards is participating in the Na-
tional Ocean Science Bowl, but Chiles 
and Maclay have a conspicuous lack of 

environment-based clubs, as do most 
middle schools. 

Our school has the potential to 
make a change; we’ve proved that in 
the past and continue to prove it to-
day. Many of our 2,000 students have 
already made a name for themselves 
in Tallahassee with their ideas and ef-
forts. 

If Leon committed itself to being 
eco-friendly - picture a composting 
program in the cafeteria, a limit on the 
number of disposable containers sold 
on campus or anything else our stu-
dent body could dream up - it would 
be big. The opportunity is waiting for 
us.

The water fountain and the Gar-
den Club are a good start. Frankly, 
they’re a bit of a late start considering 
how long Leon and its projects have 
been around, but they are definitely 
steps in the right direction. 

All I can hope is that there will be 
more steps to come. 

it, know that they’re making a small contribution to 
big change,” Park said.

Typical drinking fountains waste the majority of 
the water because a higher percentage of the water 
goes directly into the drain. 

However, with the new water fountain, all of the 
water goes directly in the water bottle, therefore sav-
ing water. 

Sophomore Eva Benton collaborated with the 
company Blood Water which supports clean water in 
Africa.

Blood Water is an international aid to villages in 
Africa to help in obtaining cleaner water. 

The villagers have to walk over three miles to get 
water from a well that is contaminated.

Blood Water drills wells closer to the villages at a 
deeper depth to provide cleaner water for the people.

 Fifty percent of the proceeds from the water 
fountains will go directly to Blood Water. 

The other 50 percent will go into a fund for in-
stalling additional water fountains at Leon. 

“The school will get none of the proceeds,” Tay-
lor said. “All of the money will go towards water 
conservation.”

The next water fountain will be installed across 
from the main office and will have a feature on it that 
records the amount of water that is being saved.

In addition to new water fountains, SGA will also 
be selling red reusable water bottles.

The water bottles will be available for purchase 
once the decals have been placed on them.

The new water fountain addition is located on the first 
floor outside the media center.

Maribeth McClenny

Media Coordinator Tariq Gay 
said. 

“That thing just happens 
to be gardening.”

In previous years, Brown 
was a the sponsor of another 
environmental club called 
Phoenix.

Phoenix attempted to 
make a school garden, but was 
unsuccessful in doing so.

Brown was extremely ex-
cited when Garden Club came 
around with a new passion to 
make Leon a more environ-
mentally friendly place to at-
tend school.

Recently, the club has got-
ten their hands dirty by plant-
ing vegetables such as cab-
bage, broccoli, cauliflower, 
carrots and much more. 

They are excited to pro-
vide food for others in the 

community and see the final 
product of what they have 
worked so hard for.

Garden Club wants to con-
tinue expanding throughout 
Leon High School and make 
the community a better place 
to live.

In Willis’ words, she hopes 
that it “grows and blossoms 
like a flower.”

“The green of the 
environment comes 
before the green of 

money.”
K. SCOTT LAZARUS-BROWN
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Rogers gobbles up turkey data

Nadaley Jones
Sports Writer

Southern rock songs. 
The group dynamic of the Good 

Little Chickens makes the band function 
better as a whole.  

“Being with these guys makes me 
play better,” Byerts said. “It’s like feed-
ing off of the other people and the audi-
ence enjoying it.” 

All six of the band members inspire 
each other to perform with passion and to 
love music even more.

Collectively, the Good Little Chick-
ens look up to Hendrix. 

“He changed music,” Chason said. 
“He took an instrument that everyone 
played the same way and created new 
sounds and new styles.”

Pye serves as the foundation of the 
band, holding together the musicians on 
stage.
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Musicians showcase talent
The Good Little Chickens captured 

the attention of not only the student 
body, but other local musicians at their 
Rocktoberfest debut. 

The ensemble includes sophomores 
Rebekah Hopkins, Jack Byerts, Gilbert 
Voegtlin, Hub Chason and junior Jo-
siah Pye. The drummer, Bryce Gager, 
is currently a student at TCC. The band 
name comes from a term by which guitar 
teacher Ed Prasse addresses his students 
– good and bad little chickens. All but 
Hopkins are in the same advanced guitar 
IV class. 

The musicians, unlike most bands, 
rotate instruments frequently. 

“Sometimes more than one person 
will want to play guitar,” Voegtlin said. 
“You can’t have three guitars at once. It 
just sounds saturated.”

The Good Little Chickens started 
practicing as a band two months prior to 
Rocktoberfest. 

The preparation for the event includ-
ed a handful of sporadic rehearsals the 
week leading up to the show. 

“We made Gilbert’s neighbors hate 
us,” Pye said. “This guy came over and 
said that his baby was trying to sleep so 
he made us close the garage door.”

At Rocktoberfest, the Good Little 
Chickens performed “Hit the Road, Jack” 
by Ray Charles, “Isn’t She Lovely” by 
Stevie Wonder and “If You Want Me to 
Stay” by Sly and the Family Stone. The 
Sly and the Family Stone number proved 
to be the most difficult to piece together. 

“We got together about a week be-
fore and made some last minute deci-
sions about the set list,” Byerts said.

The tune took more coordination 
than was anticipated because the band 
had to work out different parts. The orig-
inal orientation did not feature as many 
musicians as the Good Little Chickens.

Chason is currently working to get 
the Good Little Chickens booked at the 
Side Bar Theatre. 

“I was playing with the Jamie Eu-
banks band and the bass player walks up 
and tells me that he saw the Good Little 
Chickens performing at Rocktoberfest,” 
Chason said. 

The Good Little Chickens are aiming 
to take more performance opportunities 
as well. The owner of GrassLands Brew-
ing Company wants to begin hosting a 
monthly jam night where high school 
musicians can go to perform. Chason 
became acquainted with the GrassLands 
venue when he performed there with his 
other band, The Hub Chason Band. The 
group is a trio with an occasional fourth 
member when another musician sits in.

“He has the personality,” Byerts said. 
“When [Chason] plays it catches peo-
ple’s attention.”

“We’ve all done other little projects 
together,” Chason said. “We performed 
at Railroad Square, and Jack sat in with 
my other band.” 

Byerts and Chason showcased their 
talent together at First Friday, a lively 
event that sees thousands of visitors. 
There, they performed “Blue Sky” by the 
Allman Brothers, “Little Wing” by late 
rock guitarist Jimi Hendrix and various 

“[Pye] can play any song in the 
world,” Chason said. “He’ll just come up 
to you and say ‘I heard you talking about 
that song. I learned it.’”

Voegtlin is also musically gifted.
“[Voegtlin] is one of the most natu-

rally talented musicians,” Chason said. 
“He doesn’t practice. He just shows up 
and does it.” 

As the vocalist of the Good Little 
Chickens, Hopkins has his own unique 
way of practicing and was introduced to 
music by his father.

Hopkins’ father lived in Nashville to 
pursue his own music career, which in 
turn inspired Hopkins to take on an inter-
est in singing.

“About a year ago I played some 
songs for my dad and he told me that I 
am actually really good,” Hopkins said. 

 

Caroline Zapert

The Good Little Chickens, from left to right: Jack Byerts, Josiah Pye, Rebekah Hopkins, Bryce 
Gager, Hub Chason and Gilbert Voegtlin.
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Will Rogers uses radio telemetry to track turkeys.

For three-and-a-half months, junior Will Rogers has 
been working at Tall Timbers Research Station, track-
ing turkeys.  

He’s working under the direction of graduate stu-
dent Aaron Griffith from the University of Tennessee.  
He was placed on the Game Bird Program to help man-
age the turkeys and conduct thesis research.

Rogers says they’re working with about twenty 
tagged turkeys, VHF and GPS tracking equipment and 
about 1800 acres of land at Tall Timbers, located in 
northern Leon County and Southern Georgia.

Turkeys are not the only birds tracked on the Henry 
Beal-donated land tract. They also track quail, song-
birds and gopher tortoise and conduct ecological sur-
veys.  

The purpose of Griffith’s thesis is to gain a better 
understanding of how many adults survive the winter, 
movements through different times of the year and data 
on where they’re nesting.

Griffith also aims to find out how they’re choos-
ing roosting locations, how they’re moving with their 

young (poults) and the types of ecological structures 
they seek. 

In addition to tracking turkeys, he has also partici-
pated in creating mass data analyses designed to theo-
rize the carrying capacity of the land tract and assisted 

in basic land management projects.
“By raising carrying capacity, maintaining this data 

and learning about turkeys, in the future we can possi-
bly manipulate the environment to optimize the number 
of turkeys on that land tract,” Rogers said. 

He says he hopes this project and the load of hard 
classes he is taking will help carry him into the college 
of his choice.

He is currently looking at the Universities of Or-
egon, Colorado, Montana, Florida and Georgia.

This fall, he says he hopes they’ll start trapping new 
turkeys, baiting them and apply new transmitters to 25-
40 birds of new flocks. 

“Hopefully this summer,” Rogers said, “I’ll be con-
ducting poult [youth turkeys] research.

“If successful  in  the direct tagging of these youth 
turkeys, it will be the first time we have had direct data 
on where babies are moving, for more unbiased data, 
rather than tagging the mothers.’’ 

His father, Ben, says Will has always been interest-
ed in the outdoors.

Will has been volunteering at the Joe Budd Summer 
Camp for about four years and has collected over 400 
hours working there. 

He has not specified if he wants to go into a career 
doing wildlife research.

“Working at Tall Timbers is a great experience for 
Will,” Ben said.

“He sees another side of the world he lives in.”
The current turkey research project wraps up in Au-

gust of 2016.

Junior tracks turkeys 
for internship at Tall 

Timbers
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road to 

State

ners in the state,” Wallenfelsz 
said.

It was after the first race that 
Cashin really started pushing 
himself.

He made it a goal to start 
staying with Wallenfelsz during 
practice, which is what he be-
lieves made him a better runner.

“He definitely ran as well as 

Junior Matthew Cashin has 
stepped into the spotlight on the 
boys cross country team with 
his back-to-back wins in  the 
district and regional competi-
tions and his top-five finish at 
the State Finals.

It is safe to say Cashin ex-
ceeded his expectations for the 
season, with his early goal to be 
in the top 20. 

“It was absolutely amazing,” 
Cashin said. “I just couldn’t be-
lieve that I did it.”

He has high expectations 
for next year’s competition, and 
is hoping for a finish in the top 
three.

Cashin also aspires to take 
on the leadership role for the 
team next year once senior 
Adam Wallenfelsz graduates.

“Adam definitely has senior 
leadership on the team,” Cashin 
said. “This year I’ve just been 
helping and working with him.”

One of Cashin’s biggest 
goals is to inspire the younger 
runners on the team and help 
them through the demanding 
program by motivating them, 
sharing insight and giving them 
advice. 

“He will without a doubt be 
the leader of the team next year 
and one of, if not the, the top run-

Davis focuses team on playoffs
Sports Nov. 2015The Leon High Life 9

Will Rasmussen
Online Editor

he did because he went out there 
every day and worked really 
hard,” Wallenfelsz said. “He has 
a great work ethic. Even on days 
he does not feel well he still 
pushes through the pain to finish 
that 800-meter repeat.” 

His times in the 5k and the 
mile show this improvement, 
with his personal records being 

Hannah Rodriguez
Sports Editor

The road to the volleyball 
state semifinals was one of the 
hardest, but most rewarding, ex-
periences I have gone through. 
As a junior defensive specialist 
on this year’s team, I pushed 
myself further than I thought 
possible and it took much more 
than I expected.

It took practicing six days 
a week, including at 5 a.m. on 
Saturday mornings, lifting and 
conditioning every day and sac-
rifice I have never experienced.

Our team was made strong 
this year by overcoming adver-
sity. We came out in the begin-
ning of the season as the team 
to beat, with a seasoned senior 
class and unsurpassed depth.

We didn’t realize, however, 
just how big the target on our 
backs was.

We lost our first district 
game of the season to Chiles. It 
was absolutely heartbreaking, 
but I still believe that setback is 
what drove us to the success we 
had.

We came back harder and 
stronger, with a new attitude and 
a work ethic matched by no one 
in the county.

We knew our hard work 
was paying off when we beat 
Lincoln 4-1. This was when we 
knew that we just had to trust 
our coaches and the process. 

We spent time, on and off 
the court, preparing ourselves 
for every opponent we played, 
scouting and analyzing video. 
We were going to know every 
team we played like the back of 
our hands.

It was during the post-sea-
son that everything started com-
ing together. We began the final 
push toward the end and never 
looked back, taking out Tate, 
Lincoln and Creekside in the 
process.

The moment we made it 
to the state semifinals was ex-
tremely surreal. If I’m being 
honest, I was expecting balloons 
to rain down from the ceiling.

Our celebration was short 
lived, however, because we 
were back in the gym the next 
day working toward our ulti-
mate goal, a state championship.

Although we lost in the 
semifinals, there is no better 
way to go out than in a tie-break 
in front of all of our fans who 
support us. We accomplished 
something this season that 
hadn’t been done since 2011.

Cashin cashes in on top-five state finish
15:56 and 4:39, respectively.

Cashin said it takes a lot of 
commitment to get through the 
grueling, year-round practices.

Cashin’s motivation comes 
from seeing his hard work pay 
off.

Even more important, how-
ever, is his love for the sport.

“I just love that with run-
ning, it’s not about skill any-
more, it’s about pushing your 
limits,” Cashin said. “Anyone 
can be good at running if they’re 
willing to put in the work.”

Cashin has every intention 
of taking his career to the next 
level after high school.

Florida State University is at 
the top of his list, and would be 
his first option if they offer him 
a scholarship. He is also looking 
at Appalachian State.

If the opportunity arises, 
Cashin hopes to compete pro-
fessionally after college with an 
organization in North Carolina.

Although the challenge 
seems daunting, Cashin is       
confident his hard work will pay 
off.

“Matthew works extremely 
hard everyday at practice,” ju-
nior Zoë Sheldon said. “He 
is always there, and is always 
striving to get faster at every 
workout. He’s been putting hard 
work into running as long as 
I’ve known him.”

Junior Matthew Cashin competes at the Carrollton competetion. He now 
looks forward to track season.

The varsity basketball team 
will have its work cut out for 
them this season. After losing 
five seniors to graduation and 
multiple transfers, the Lions 
will lean on senior Stanley Da-
vis in the hope of winning their 
first playoff game since 2001. 

Davis led the Lions in scor-
ing last season, averaging nearly 
12 points per game. 

While stats do not lie, they 
really don’t mean much to Da-
vis.

“I just want to be a leader on 
the court and play as hard as I 
can,” Davis said. 

After going 15-11 in 2014 
the Lions are roaring for a more 
successful season, and with the 
top two scorers from last season 
returning, Davis and his team-
mates are optimistic. 

“We all want to go deep in 
the playoffs this year,” Davis 
said. “Losing guys because they 
transfer means nothing - it just 
adds fuel to the fire.” 

Davis has constantly been 
preaching this to his teammates 
as the Lions lost senior forward 

Jeremy Myers to 4A state cham-
pion Godby at the end of last 
season. 

“We are all best friends both 
on the court and off and I think 
it will show this season,” Davis 
added. 

The basketball team has 
taken several trips to Sky Zone, 
a trampoline and amusement 
center.

Davis believes that hanging 
out off the court is just as impor-
tant as it is on the court.

“We go to Sky Zone a lot 
and we do everything together,” 
Davis said. “We are always at 
each other’s houses or eating 
lunch together. We are all really 
close.” 

This team is aiming to get 
its first playoff win in nearly 15 
years. 

He models his play style af-

ter National Basketball Associa-
tion stars Kobe Bryant and Ray 
Allen. 

“I want to be someone who 
can shoot anywhere on the 
court,” Davis said. “Kobe [Bry-
ant] and Ray [Allen] are both 
great under pressure and that is 
the type of guy I want to be for 
my team.”

Hannah Rodriguez
Sports Editor

Lea Marshall

“We all want to 
go deep in the 
playoffs this 
year. Losing 

guys because 
they transfer 

means nothing - 
it just adds fuel 

to the fire.”
STANLEY DAVIS

Leon basketball program

Senior Stanley Davis and his teammates have focused on team chemistry 
this year, with the goal to excel in regular season and the postseason.



Senior swimmer commits to Penn
Caroline Dempsey

Sports Editor

Senior Claire Kercheval holds records in the 100-yard butterfly and the 100-yard backstroke.

Farley leads rowing team by example
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Senior Claire Kercheval recently 
committed to swim at the University of 
Pennsylvania, a Division I Ivy League 
school. Attending an Ivy League has 
been a dream of Kercheval’s since she 
was little.

Kercheval encompasses the unique 
combination of being a talented athlete 
and a driven student, holding the school 
record in two events in swimming and 
ranking fifth in her class.

The two events that Kercheval com-
peted in throughout high school were the 
100-yard backstroke and the 100-yard 
butterfly. Kercheval holds the school 
record for both of these events, with a 
56.6 second time in the backstroke and a 
57.23 second time in the butterfly.

Kercheval will continue to compete 
in these events in college, but will also 
compete in the 200-yard backstroke and 
the 200-yard butterfly. Penn was look-
ing for a swimmer to compete in those 
events, and Kercheval fit the role.

Getting anything lower than an A 
has not been on Kercheval’s agenda. She 
made it a goal to never get a B after her 
first semester of freshman year.

Kercheval currently sits at fifth in her 
class ranking with an unweighted grade 
point average of 4.00 and a weighted 
grade point average of 4.573. Additional-
ly, Kercheval scored a 2150 on her SAT.

As well as liking Penn’s status as an 
Ivy League school, Kercheval enjoys its 
location in Philadelphia and wants to fol-
low in the footsteps of her mom, who 
also attended Penn. 

Kercheval’s accomplishments in her 
high school swimming career included 
placing third in the 100-yard backstroke 
at the state championship her junior year 
and fifth in the same event her senior 
year. 

Kercheval also achieved the status of 
All-American Consideration by meeting 
a certain time standard in her events.

Currently, swimming nine practices 
a week with Area Tallahassee Aquatic 
Club, three of which take place before 
school, Kercheval is proud of herself for 
persevering.

“You spend years training to drop 
your time by tenths of a second,” Kerche-
val said.

There are only two weeks a year in 
which Kercheval is not training.

Kercheval’s sister, Olivia, also swims 
for Leon, and holds times equivalent to 
those of Claire’s, even beating her by a 
one-hundredth of a second at regionals 

this year.
“It’s a friendly competition,” Claire 

says of her relationship with her sister. 
“We have different events that we 

consider our main events, so I’m proud 
when she beats me (at her main event).”

Claire’s main event is the 100-yard 
backstroke, while Olivia’s is the 200-
yard butterfly.

“Beating her at regionals was fun,” 
Olivia said, “since in the past she has 
usually been faster.”

Olivia added that Claire is not only a 
role model to her in the pool, but also in 
school as well.

“Being able to keep the GPA that she 
does with the classes she takes while still 
being a competitive swimmer at the na-
tional level is definitely a goal for me,” 
Olivia said.

This year Claire served as one of the 
team captains for the swim team, along 
with John Ike Smith-Schoenwalder, Ry-
lie Gay and Gabe Cenedella.

The goal of the captains this year was 
to make the team more “cohesive.” To do 
so, they set up a team lunch on Wednes-
days, so that, among other things, the 
team could become more social.

Kercheval’s biggest fear moving for-
ward is that she will be one of the least 
bright students at this prestigious school.

However, after making her official 
visit at the University of Pennsylvania, 
Claire does not feel that this will be an 
issue.

Kercheval to continue swimming and academic career in Ivy League

Hannah Rodriguez
Sports Editor

Senior rower Marcus Farley 
is a true testament to hard work, 
as he has gone from one of the 
slowest on his team to one of the 
fastest.

Now in the number one boat 
on his team, and a co-captain, 
Farley has been a huge factor in 
the success of his team.

 “Up until halfway through 
tenth grade, I was terrible,” Far-
ley said. “I decided I wasn’t go-
ing to be that person anymore, 
so I went to all the optional win-
ter break practices, had a lucky 
growth spurt and thinned out.

“I realized I wasn’t applying 
myself, and that I could be so 
much better than I was allowing 
myself to be.”

In the past few years, Far-
ley’s club, Capital City Rowers, 
has come in third at the state 
competition, made it to Youth 
Nationals and won the Stanton 
Invitational Regatta two years in 
a row.

“As a captain Marcus is 
very sociable, accessible, and 
extremely helpful to all the guys 
on the team,” co-captain Evan 
Dwinell said. “I’ve known him 
for five years and he’s one of the 
best all around people I know.”

The club is known as a 
“sweeping” club, which means 
it mostly competes in the men’s 
eight, the largest boat.

Everyone on Farley’s team 
is well aware of the value of 
hard work. His club has to prac-
tice on Lake Hall, which puts 
them at a disadvantage com-
pared to teams who have miles 
of river to practice on. 

They have to spend a lot of 
time turning their boats back 
and forth to row across the lake.

They make up for this with 
their intense work ethic on land, 
where they practice six days a 
week. 

“Marcus is very hard work-
ing and he’s always positive 

Matthieu Reed and senior Marcus Farley train together during the summer break 
at the Montreal Rowing Club.

with the team,” 
Dwinell said.

They spend 
countless hours 
on rowing ma-
chines, alter-
nating between 
steady rowing 
and sprinting 
short distances. 
They focus on 
running and 
weight lifting, 
as well.

 “Tallahas-
see doesn’t 
breed rowers,” 
Farley said. 
“Our success 
comes from 
how hard we 
work on the 
land. 

“You have 
to be willing to put in the work 
every day, and push until your 
vision goes blurry and your legs 
give out.”

Just because you are fast on 
an ergometer, however, does not 
mean it will translate to the wa-
ter, where the team pushes their 
already intense work ethic to 
even higher levels.

“The hardest part is defi-
nitely the commitment,” Farley 
said. “You have to be willing to 
put in the work, day in and day 
out. You put in all that grueling 
work for 16 to 20 minutes on the 
water.”

Farley is hopeful his hard 
work will pay off in the form of 

a college scholarship.
Farley is currently looking 

at the Florida Institute of Tech-
nology, Bucknell University and 
McGill University in Montreal.

“Marcus is always at prac-
tice with a positive attitude and 
is ready to work hard,” junior 
Alie Macvicar said.

Senior’s work 
ethic propels 

him to number 
one boat and 

co-captain

photo courtesy of Marcus Farley
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FALL
SCOREBOARD
Boys/Girls Cross Country
Date  Event  
10/24/15 Districts
10/31/15  Regionals
11/07/15 States 

Boys Basketball
Date  Event   
11/24/15 at Colquitt County
12/01/15 Dothan
12/03/15 at Godby
12/04/15 Rickards
12/08/15 at Chiles
12/11/15 Lincoln
12/12/15 at Mosley
12/18/15 at Raines
12/19/15 at Ribault

Girls Basketball
Date  Event  
11/09/15 at Wakulla     
11/17/15 Chiles
11/19/15 Godby
11/21/15 at Madison 
11/23/15 Rickards
12/01/15 Dothan
12/04/15 at Florida High
12/08/15 FAMU High
12/11/15 at Lincoln
12/14/15 at Chiles
12/18/15 Madison
12/19/15 at Rutherford
12/21/15 Florida High

Boys Soccer 
Date  Event  
11/05/15 at Arnold
11/07/15 at Fl. High
11/10/15 at Lincoln
11/13/15 at Chiles
11/20/15 at Buchholz
11/30/15 at Columbia
12/04/15 Chiles
12/05/15 Gainesville
12/07/15 Taylor County
12/14/15 Columbia
12/18/15 Lincoln

Girls Soccer
Date  Event  
10/27/15 at Maclay
10/28/15 at Godby
11/02/15 at Columbia
11/06/15 at Arnold
11/07/15 at Navarre
11/11/15 Gainesville
11/13/15 Rickards
11/17/15 Chiles
11/19/15 at Lincoln
11/24/15 at Chiles
12/01/15 Lincoln
12/04/15 Buchholz
12/05/15 Bay
12/08/15 Columbia
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W, 64-33
W, 63-37
W, 50-45
 L, 59-53

W, 3-2
W, 1-0
 L, 2-1
 L, 3-2
 T, 1-1

 L, 1-0
W, 8-0 
W, 3-0
W, 3-2
 L, 3-0
W, 8-0
W, 8-0
W, 3-0
W, 6-1

Senior balances band and soccer

Senior Jack Taylor attempts to steal the ball in a game against Godby. 

photo courtesy of Joy Ira

Senior Jack Taylor is a three-year  
member of the boys varsity soccer team, 
but in his free time he plans to be the next 
Jimi Hendrix.

Taylor has been playing soccer since 
he could walk and has been playing gui-
tar since the fifth grade.

While his best friend has dropped 
the sport, Taylor made the junior varsity 
team as a freshman and has been on var-
sity since his sophomore year.

While he is not the captain, he does 
have the responsibility of talking to the 
referees when things get out of line, mak-
ing sure the younger team members show 
good sportsmanship.

 During the last three years, he feels 
the program has headed in the right direc-
tion.

He admitted to being very shy dur-
ing his freshman year, but says soccer 
encouraged him to step out of his shell.  

“When it gets down to it,” Taylor 
said. “The soccer team is about making 
friends and being teammates.”

Joining the team gave him access to 
a new perspective of Leon, and a new 
group of people who shared the same in-
terests as him.

When commenting on the team he 
gave it nothing but praise, from past and 
present years.

“From years past, the team has shown 
improvement almost every year,” Taylor 
said. 

“This year there’s a lot of senior lead-
ership, so hopefully we can get the job 
done and go further than we have in the 
past.”

Among those people who Taylor has 

looked up to is former Leon soccer player 
Sam Peltier.

Although he does not plan on playing 
soccer in college, Taylor hopes to attend 
either the University of Florida or Florida 
State University. 

He is not sure what area of study he 
will pursue. 

Taylor is also in a band, called The 
Attack on Tortuga, in which he plays gui-
tar. 

Taylor balances both, running from 
soccer practice and sometimes games to 
band rehearsals, saying the two normally 
don’t conflict, along with his academics 
he’ll continue to balance both.

The band was put together by his 
close friend, Michael Harrison. The two 
have known each other through music 
since elementary school. 

They formed a band in fifth grade 

which was abandoned, and formed the 
Attack on Tortuga two years ago. 

He says the band has a style of a local 
group called “Buffalo Buffalo.” Origi-
nally, Attack on Tortuga was supposed to 
have a reggae style. 

Taylor says the band goes through 
phases and is currently in an unknown 
phase of its music.

Their very first show was at a place 
called Murderhouse near Godby High 
School and since then they’ve played 
a charity show, First Friday at Railroad 
Square, Gaines Street Festival and a place 
named Hopyard, among many shows. 

He says joining the band has taught 
him a lot, including teamwork and the 
value of constructive criticism.  

He has also met many people he be-
lieves he never would’ve met if he was 
not in the band and the soccer team.

Nadaley Jones
Eboni Newsome

Sports Writers
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