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Economics teacher Amanda Geiger 
will take her financial knowledge outside 
the classroom, as she has been named 
Envision Credit Union’s Envisioneer. 

The Envisioneer is an ambassador 
between Envision and the Leon County 
school district. 

While holding the position, Geiger 
is responsible for keeping an online blog 
about economics, which she updates sev-
eral times a month. 

The blog gives teachers tips on how 
to integrate financial topics into their cur-
riculum. 

“There are ways to incorporate per-
sonal finance into every grade,” Geiger 
said. 

Kirk to be Student Body President

Geiger selected as 2016 Envisioneer
“I don’t think our students get 

enough of that training, so when they 
reach the real world, they struggle.” 

Geiger will also attend various meet-
ings to “bridge the gap” between the 
credit union and the district. 

Envision began at Leon and has 
kept close ties to education since it was 
founded. 

Geiger will help Envision know 
where and when it can help in Leon 
County. 

The Envisioneer is picked annually 
through a competition. 

An invitation to apply is sent out to 
all the district teachers. Geiger also read 
about it in an Envision newsletter she 
received in the mail as a member of the 
credit union.        

After sending in her application, 

Hannah Wong
News Editor

The day after she put up her post-
ers, she realized her platform was very 
similar to Skrob’s, with his slogan be-
ing “One Leon” and hers being “We Are 
Leon.” 

Kirk then reevaluated her strategy 
and came up with a new plan for cam-

Geiger was chosen by Envision as one 
of three finalists.

The finalists each had to record a 

The graduating
 class of .2016

starting on page 8

The leading print and online news source for all things Leon since 1931

su
pp

le
m

en
t

Rising senior Caroline Kirk emerged 
victorious from the April 28 elections as 
the 2016-2017 Student Body President. 

Skyllar Cobb will work alongside 
her as the Student Body Vice President. 

Kirk has been interested in the posi-
tion since she first arrived at Leon. 

“I’ve never not thought about it,” 
Kirk said. “It’s always been in the back 
of my mind.”

She has been heavily involved in 
student government since she was in el-
ementary school. 

At Leon, Kirk served as the Fresh-
man Class President, and is currently the 
Junior Class Vice President and head of 
the Citizenship Development Commit-
tee. 

Kirk has a range of goals for Leon 
next year, many focused around promot-
ing unity and compassion. 

One of her ideas is to hold monthly 
lunches on the hill where she can get to 
know the student body better. 

She also wants to bring the same 
spirit and student involvement from vol-
leyball games to other sports, especially 
football. 

The race for Student Body Presi-
dent was between Kirk and fellow junior 
Robert Skrob. 

Kirk says she ran into a couple dif-
ficulties during her campaign. 

paigning. She created a display in the 
lobby with photos of Leon students and 
activities. 

She encouraged the student body to 
post pictures on social media with the tag, 
‘#WeAreLeon’ so she could add them to 
the board. 

The project provided a lot of support 
for Kirk. 

“It was like they [the students who 
took pictures] were working with me,” 
Kirk said. 

The nature of the elections this year 
varied from past years, according to Kirk. 

“I think it’s been different than usual- 
competitive in a good way,” Kirk said. 

“[Candidates] have been going out 
and meeting people instead of just mak-
ing posters.”

As Student Body President, Kirk will 
serve as a student representative at meet-
ings in the district. 

She may also work on the state proj-
ect, which will involve Special Olympics 
and incorporate Lions United. 

While the role of the president is 
small on paper, there are opportunities 
throughout the school year to take on 
more tasks. 

“The position is whatever you make 
it,” Kirk said. 

As the new Student Body Vice Presi-
dent, Cobb is also eager to start working.

Cobb says her campaign was inspired 
by her involvement in Leon clubs.

“I attended ICC (Interclub Council) 
meetings and saw how clubs worked to-
gether, and I wanted to take a leadership 
role in that,” Cobb said. 

Along with running ICC, Cobb will 
help Kirk lead the Cabinet, an organiza-
tion of the 10 committee heads in SGA.

short video about using technology in 

Hannah Wong
News Editor 

 photo courtesy of Caroline Kirk

Junior Caroline Kirk in the main lobby during her campaign for Student Body President.

Please see “GEIGER” on page 2

Leon County Schools

Geiger stands with Envision representative Max Baker-Scott, principal Billy Epting and 
Leon County school board member Alva Striplin after being named Envisioneer. 
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Seniors granted new scholarship

“GEIGER,” from page 4 
the classroom. After that, there was a 20-
day voting period online. 

Geiger encouraged her students and 
fellow faculty members to vote for her. 
Her mother, who teaches in another dis-
trict, also asked her students and peers to 
vote. 

“I was the most obnoxious candidate- 
I harassed people the most,” Geiger said. 

“I social networked the heck out of 
that thing, and it worked.”  

Geiger is excited to be able to impact 
students around the county with her blog. 

“The younger that people are ex-
posed [to the topic of finance], the quick-
er they’ll pick up those good [financial] 
habits,” Geiger said. 

She’s also happy to be impacting 
teachers. 

“I like the idea that I can help other 
teachers figure out ways to be more ef-
ficient,” Geiger said.    

Geiger’s colleagues have faith that 
she will excel in her position.

“She is a perfect Envisioneer,” said 
social studies teacher Kate Davis.

“She is thoughtful, innovative and in-
tuitive to her students’ needs. She’s also 
able to adapt her lessons to advancing 
technology.”  

Her students are confident in her abil-
ities as well.

“I voted for her because I honestly 
believe in her vision for using technology 
in high schools,” said Sam Atwater, one 
of Geiger’s former students.

This year, three of Leon’s 
graduating seniors are going to 
receive the Benacquisto Schol-
arship, a full ride scholarship 
equal to the cost of attendance at 
an in-state university. 

Seniors Sam Atwater, Judy 
Jo Shippen and Claire Hodges 
will be attending the Univer-
sity of Florida this fall with the 
scholarship.

The seniors were able to re-
ceive the scholarship through 
their performance in the Nation-
al Merit Scholarship Program.

By scoring at least a 215 
on the PSAT during their junior 
years, they were able to become 
Semifinalists this past fall, and 
through an application process, 
became Finalists in February. 

While the seniors are still 
officially just “Finalists” in the 
National Merit Program, UF has 
in the past given all National 
Merit Finalists who select the 
university as their top choice 
with the National Merit Scholar-

ship Corporation a $500 annual 
award to qualify finalists for the 
Benacquisto Scholarship.

The university is set to con-
tinue this policy this year, allow-
ing all three seniors to receive 
the Benacquisto Scholarship 
this fall without having to worry 
about competing for a National 
Merit $2500 scholarship dis-
bursed by the National Merit 
Scholarship Corporation.

The trio will have to main-
tain a 3.0 GPA in college and 
maintain at least twelve credit 
hours of coursework during the 
fall and spring semesters to keep 
the scholarship active for future 
years.

In total, the scholarship can 
apply to the seniors for five 
years if they keep up with the 
requirements. 

“It might just be new, but it 
seems shocking for something 
this big to be this obscure,” At-
water said.

The scholarship was created 
during Florida’s 2014 legisla-
tive session, and was originally 

Three 2016 graduates will receive the Benacquisto Scholarship due to 
their work in the National Merit Program

EmmaLea Reed
Features Writer

named the 
Florida Incen-
tive Scholar-
ship. 

Last year, 
it was renamed 
the Benacquis-
to Scholarship 
in honor of 
Lizbeth Bena-
cquisto, the 
state senator 
responsible for 
the award.

“I eventu-
ally just kind 
of stumbled 
upon the avail-
ability of this 
in March,” At-
water said. “I 
was just like, ‘Woah, how did I 
miss this?’.” 

Hodges didn’t know about 
the scholarship until Atwater 
told her and Nancy Engel, Le-
on’s fourth National Merit Fi-
nalist of this year, in March. 

“The freedom offered by 
not worrying about undergrad-

uate expenses will allow me to 
pursue less financially reward-
ing activities after my under-
graduate degree,” Hodges said. 

So far, over 700 Benacquisto 
Scholarships have been award-
ed to National Merit Scholars in 
the state of Florida, according to 
a recent quote from Joe Negron, 

Seniors Sam Atwater, Claire Hodges and Judy Jo Shippen (picture unavailable) are 
to receive the Benaquisto Scholarship this coming summer.

the incoming Florida Senate 
president, to the Miami Herald.

“I’m so happy that my hard 
work has paid off,” Shippen 
said. “I look forward to putting 
the scholarship to good use.”

These exceptional students 
look forward to expanding their 
educations at UF.
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All stressed out
Lauren Henderson

Editorial Editor
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2015-2016 in review

It’s more difficult than ever to get 
into college, so students feel the pressure 
to be involved in as many extra-curricu-
lar activities as possible. 

Preparing for college actually begins 
in middle school. Students can take the 
SAT as early as the sixth grade, and Ad-
vanced Placement classes are offered to 
freshmen.

Most students take the SAT and ACT 
during their junior and senior years. The 
combination of studying for upcoming 
AP tests, completing daily homework, 
preparing for the SAT and ACT, playing 
a sport, participating in clubs and having 
a job guarantees stress. Upperclassmen 
also have to start applying for scholar-
ships and begin working on their college 
applications. 

Football celebrates 100 
years

By Hannah Wong
The Lions football team 

is celebrating its 100-year an-
niversary. Although Leon has 
enjoyed its fair share of success 
during the past century, clearly 
the highlights were its two state 
championships in 1969 and 
1974. 

Under the leadership of leg-
endary coach Gene Cox, Leon 
compiled an undefeated and un-
tied record in 1969.

Epting gave green light 
for school play

By Hannah Wong 
Prospect High: Brooklyn 

only has performances sched-
uled at 23 schools in America. 
The play covers a range of 
controversial issues including 
abuse, racism and gender iden-
tity. It also includes heavy pro-
fanity in the script. 

Yet at the end of the sum-
mer, principal Billy Epting 
decided to give Leon’s drama 
department the green light to 
tackle this production.

SATs and ACTs radically 
change

By Sella Kinch
Students determined to take 

standardized tests will soon 
face radically-changed SAT and 
ACT tests. 

The two tests, already intim-
idating for most students, will 
now have new additions. 

These test additions will 
vary from more essays to a com-
pletely different grading score.

Mane Event jumps on 
chance to win big

By Hannah Wong
Mane Event, Leon’s pres-

tigious a capella group, has a 
chance to win the prize of a life-
time. 

The group recently entered 
Macy’s All-School A Capella 
Challenge. The contest asked 
students around the country to 
submit a video of them singing 
“Want You Back” by the Jack-
son 5. Macy’s will select one el-
ementary or middle school, one 
high school, and one college to 

receive $25,000.

Beloved chorus teacher 
to retire at end of year

By Maribeth McClenny
After being at Leon for 38 

years, Dr. Judy Arthur will be 
retiring from her position as Di-
rector of Choral Activities at the 
end of this school year.

However, Arthur will not be 
fully vanishing off of the Leon 
chorus scene. She will continue 
to be involved with the Leon 
chorus booster program, Leon 
Friends of Music. 

Arthur is currently direct-
ing Leon Men, Opus, Capital 
Singers, Madrigal Singers, and 
helps with three ensembles after 
school.

Thespians win big
By Hannah Wong
The 2016 District One 

Thespian Festival was a historic 
event for Troupe 1429.

Leon’s thespian troupe 
brought home 13 superior rank-
ings and seven excellent rank-
ings. 

It also won three Critic’s 
Choice awards and Best in 
Show. Its one-act performance 
is moving on to the state-level 
competition for the first time 
since 2001.

Students and faculty 
evacuate due to fire
By Sam Atwater
Leon was evacuated near 

the end of third period today, 
Feb. 1, after a fire occurred in 
a third-floor storage room. Stu-
dents and faculty were evacu-
ated immediately.

Principal Billy Epting sent 
out an email to the Leon Parents 
ListServ at 10:31 a.m. from his 
iPhone to inform parents of the 
situation.

Start and end times ad-
justed

By Hannah Wong
Leon County Schools will 

be offering a “floating period” 
for the 2016-17 year. 

In a unanimous vote at its 
meeting on Feb. 22, the school 
board approved a change in the 
high school schedule to offer 

three different options for stu-
dents. 

Starting next year, high 
school students in Leon County 
will be able to come to school at 
8:30 a.m. and leave at 2:50 p.m.

Teacher Rod Durham 
dead at 52

By John Ike Smith-Schoen-
walder

Leon’s very own drama and 
English teacher Rod Durham 
has died in his sleep at 52 years 
old. He was found by house-
keepers in his hotel room in Fort 
Lauderdale, where, according 
to a friend, he was relaxing on 
spring break.

Recently, class of 1982 Leon 
alum Durham was featured on 
the Extreme Makeover: Weight 
Loss television show. He burned 
188 pounds, and described the 
transformation as not only a 
physical one, but also one of the 
“heart and brain.”

These excerpts were select-
ed by Sam Atwater from stories 
run by the High Life this year.  

Stevenson Johnson

Finding a balance between preparing students for college and 
ensuring they aren’t burning themselves out in the process

A collection of snippets from the most memorable stories of the year

“These expe-
riences can cause 
kids to burn out by 
the time they get to 
college, or to feel 
the psychological 
and physical ef-
fects of stress for 
much of their adult 
lives,” said Marya 
Gwadz, a senior 
research scientist 
at the New York 
University College 
of Nursing.

Too much 
stress can cause 
many detrimental effects on the body and 
mind. 

Over long periods of time, elevated 
levels of stress hormones can degrade the 
immune system, cause heart problems, 

worsen respira-
tory and gastro-
intestinal issues 
and bring on 
chronic anxiety 
and depression. 

“Colleges 
are complain-
ing that kids are 
disengaged,” 
Gwadz said. 
“They’re drop-
ping out, taking 
a long time to 
graduate. It’s 
not develop-
mentally ap-

propriate for them to work so hard.” 
Since everyone has a different psy-

chological capacity for stress, it’s hard 
to know when a student is pushed to the 
point of degrading his or her health. 

Adolescence is an important time to 
learn to deal with stress because teens 
can then deal with it better in college and 
in their adult lives. 

It is important for each student to 
find their balance, even during their most 
stressful periods. It is important to have 
free moments and allocate some time to 
an activity that can help relieve stress. 

“If you don’t have time  in your day 
to hang out and watch Netflix or talk to 
your friend, you are doing too much,” 
assistant principal Sarah Hembree said. 
“You’re hurting yourself emotionally. 
High school is a time for you to explore 
things and try new things.”

Students have to find an equilibrium 
between stress and relaxation, especially 
when stress seems to be the more power-

Please see “STRESSED”
 on page 7
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2015-2016 ROTC Graduates 

Cassie Gilcher-Petrasek 
Kennesaw State Univ. 

Joseph Ciliberto 
UNF

Saul Ashley
Morehouse Univ.

Hailey Bartell
USMC

Sariah Campell
FAMU

Catherine Caney 
Gwinette College

Brady Creel
USMC

Kathryn Hicks 
Workforce

Demetria Cooper 
Workforce

Gates Booker
USMC

Jenna Hammitt
USMC

Kathryn Hart 
USMC

Edmund Heid
Workforce

Anthony Reaves Jr.
UWF

Trevor Smelt
Workforce

Areial Ralph 
Workforce

Brandon Rudlaff
USMC

Abel Santiago 
USMC

John Schweizer
USMC

Brandon Martin
Workforce

Joshua Payne
Workforce

Tarinzo Jones 
Workforce

Demetrius Marcelle
Warners Univ.

Danny Moore
USMC

Brittany Tarver
Johnson & Wales

James Steele
Workforce

Reef Taylor
USF

Andrew Topp
Florida Poly. Tech. 

Joycelyn Cooper
Workforce

Senior follows passion for singing
Paulette Jordan

News Writer

McAuliffe plans 
for gap year in 

CambodiaSenior Emma Finnegan has a passion for singing, 
which she plans to pursue in college. 

Finnegan became invested in singing following a 
contemporary introduction. 

During her sixth grade year, Finnegan was infected 
with secondary bacterial pneumonia. 

Pneumonia is notorious for causing the patient’s 
lungs to weaken throughout the time they are ill. 

Due to her illness, Finnegan took singing lessons in 
order to help rebuild her lungs. 

After taking lessons and becoming more advanced, 
Finnegan’s lungs became stronger than before.

However, she began to see singing as more than re-
habilitation. It became a hobby for her, and she contin-
ued to practice and learn more.

“I just really like emotion,” Finnegan said. “Music 
has a lot of emotional and creative aspects.” 

Finnegan first started taking singing lessons with  
instructor Sarah Luenke. 

From there, she became more interested in singing, 
and was featured in many musical productions. 

Once she started high school at Leon, chorus teach-
ers Judy Arthur and Tabitha Peck encouraged her pur-
suit of singing.

“They both have been very involved in my music 
career,” Finnegan said.

Finnegan is involved with many chorus groups at 
Leon, and is currently a member of Capital Singers, 
Melodears and Mane Event. 

These chorus classes are some of the most advanced 
that are offered at Leon. These groups all required 
Finnegan to audition for a spot.

Finnegan has participated in four musicals at Leon 
so far. She has been in Les Miserables, Sweeney Todd, 
Fiddler on the Roof and The Phantom Of The Opera. 
Her next one will be The Little Mermaid this summer. 

Finnegan has been accepted into the University of 
North Florida’s Vocal Performance program. 

“I have a very distinct vibrato and resonance that I 
have trained and created into my own,” Finnegan said.

She wants to major in Vocal Performance as an un-
dergraduate student. 

She then plans to earn a major in Vocal Performance 
in Opera for graduate school and hopes to attend either 
Julliard or Curtis Institute of Music. 

“Music really has a way of reaching out to many 
people,” Finnegan said. 

In the future, she would like to see herself in an op-
era company, traveling around the world and perform-
ing shows in front of many.

Sella Kinch
News Editor

Please see “MCAULIFFE”
 on page 10

While nearly all of her classmates are heading to 
college in a few months, Emma Jo McAuliffe will be 
spending a gap year in Cambodia. 

McAuliffe plans to spend two months volunteering  
with orphans and caring for children. 

She will be leaving for the Phillipines on Aug. 5 to 
spend two weeks with her boyfriend’s family before 
flying to Cambodia.

While McAuliffe always wanted to volunteer dur-
ing her gap year, she only recently decided on Cambo-
dia due to its proximity to the Phillipines. 

“I definitely wanted to have a volunteer experi-
ence,” McAuliffe said. 

She will spend the first month living in a group 
home for all of the volunteers before living with a fam-
ily for the second month.

The family she will stay with will not be revealed 

Pictured above are all of the ROTC members of the 2015-2016 school year.
Yearbook
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Furlong realizes full potential

Senior aspires for 
drama career

Brey makes all-state 

Senior Phillip Lucas 
was recently accepted to 
the University of West 
Florida to pursue a ma-
jor in Musical Theater.

He became interest-
ed in theater in middle 
school after being ran-
domly placed in a dra-
ma class. 

He had struggled 
during middle school 
with finding something 
he was interested in un-
til he became involved 
in drama.

“I’ve always had 
the ability to be very 
open and talk to every-
one,” Lucas said. “And I wanted to chan-
nel that into the performing arts.” 

It was hard for him to overcome the 
difficulty in remembering lines during the 
performances, but Lucas soon became 
advanced in the musical department. 

He soon began to audition and per-
form in shows all over Tallahassee. 

While he performs in both straight 
plays and musicals, he “excels in mu-
sicals” due to his singing and dancing 
background.

He had been dancing his whole life 
before taking his first official lessons dur-
ing his junior year.

“Any kind of dance you can think of 
I have done on stage before,” Lucas said. 

Despite originally never having offi-
cial training, singing makes him the most 
comfortable on stage.

When he came to Leon, he could only 
be involved in the choral department for 
his junior and senior years due to sched-
ule conflicts. 

In his junior year, Lucas auditioned 
for Capital Singers, the most advanced 
chorus at Leon. 

He was admitted and sang with the 
chorus throughout his senior year as well. 

Lucas only started taking private les-
sons before his college auditions. 

Now nearing the end of his senior 

Please see “LUCAS”
 on page 10

Sella Kinch
News Editor

Senior Max Brey is an all-state musi-
cian. 

Brey auditioned his sophomore year. 
To become an all-state musician, he had 
to take three tests. The first is a written 
test in general musicianship. When Brey 
passed this, he qualified for sight read-
ing. After he passed sight reading, he 
sent in an audition tape. 

Over 5,000 students auditioned and 
Brey was one of 300 students that made 
top choir. He was in the reading choir his 
sophomore year. The reading choir is se-
lected from the top scorers in the sight 
reading portion of the audition process. 

During his junior and senior years, 
Brey was in the concert choir. 

“All-state is a very challenging expe-
rience,” Brey said. “You get to work with 
college directors and go in-depth into the 
music.”

Brey plans on earning his degree in 
music education and becoming a music 
teacher for middle or high school stu-
dents. 

He earned a merit-based award, the 
President’s Scholarship at Westminster 
Choir College. 

Westminster Choir College is in 
Princeton, New Jersey and is a music 
conservatory.  

Brey is inspired by chorus teacher 
Dr. Judy Arthur, who has 38 years of ex-
perience teaching chorus. 

Brey is currently in two choruses: 
Leon Capital Singers and Madrigal Sing-
ers. He is also in the Mane Event aca-
pella group. 

He is the student director of Madri-
gals and the bass section leader of Mane 
Event.

Brey is involved in theater as well 
and is the president of the Leon Thespian 
Society. He has been in three straight 
plays and three musicals. A straight play 
is a play without songs.  

Brey performed in his first full play 
at four or five and was in Junior Thespi-
ans in middle school.

Brey began singing in the Mason’s 
School of Music Rock Band in elemen-
tary school and also played bass. 

Former drama teacher Rod Durham, 
who tragically passed in March, was also 
an inspiration to Brey.

“He always encouraged us to ex-
press ourselves on stage,” Brey said. “He 
taught us that if we give it everything we 
had, then someone will clap for you.”

The hardest part about acting is stay-
ing focused throughout the entire pro-
duction. This means being engaged as an 
actor the whole time and not zoning out 
on stage. 

Through acting, Brey has learned to 
think more deeply about things.

“If you’re reading a script and you 
want to be good, you have to understand 
what’s actually being said and what it 
means,” Brey said.

“You have to look at different lay-
ers of things and when you interact with 
characters in a play, you meet all kinds of 
weird people that don’t really exist in the 
real world. You learn things about people 
that are expressed through a piece of lit-
erature.”

Junior Cannon Haworth is also in 
Madrigals, Capital Singers and Mane 
Event. 

“Max is the only person I know who 
can not only juggle playing five instru-
ments and singing, but also (juggle) in-
credibly rigorous academics,” Haworth 
said. 

Lauren Henderson
Editorial Editor

Ever since drama teacher 
Bryan Mitchell convinced se-
nior Alex Furlong to audition 
for Thespians, Furlong has 
“found what [he] loves.”

Consequently, Furlong will 
be majoring in vocal perfor-
mance this fall at The Univer-
sity of North Florida.

However, before he begins 
a new chapter of his life, Fur-
long will perform the lead role 
as Prince Eric in Leon High 
School’s summer musical, The 
Little Mermaid. 

Not only is Furlong excited 
for the show for its inevitable 
appeal to a younger audience, 
but he is also excited because 
there is nothing he loves more 
than performing.

“Once I get up in front of 
an audience, it’s almost a eu-
phoric feeling,” Furlong said. 
“It’s just really about being in 
the moment and living.”

According to Furlong, if 

he did not discover his love for 
singing, he would be part of the 
Marine Corps. 

“I didn’t think I could sing,” 
Furlong said. “Then people told 
me I could, and it worked out 
pretty dang well for me. That’s 
why you should never doubt 
yourself.”

When Furlong first began 
singing during his junior year, 
he immediately signed up for 
voice lessons with Peter Pursi-

no. Furlong still attends lessons 
and is always practicing during 
any free time he has.

“When you are practicing, 
you have to put as much effort 
into it as if you were perform-
ing because that’s the only way 
you’ll get better,” Furlong said. 

Furlong prefers for people 
to watch him while he practices 
because “the pressure” gives 
him more motivation to do his 
best.

“Alex has such an easy 
voice,” senior Max Brey said. 
“He sounds like he could just 
roll out of bed and into an opera 
house.”

Furlong happened to be 
close with teacher Rod Durham, 
who recently passed away. 

He was in Durham’s English 
class both freshman and junior 
year. 

“He lived a great life, and 
we have to take it as it is,” Fur-

long said. “All of our perfor-
mances were more emotional 
after his death because we were 
performing for Durham.”

Furlong attributes much of 
his success to Dr. Judy Arthur, 
Millie Seckel, Tabitha Peck and 
Mitchell because they were able 
to see potential in him before he 
could himself.

“He’s a very talented young 
man,” Mitchell said, “and I’m 
happy that he realized that be-
fore he graduated and was able 
to expand on that...

“And become a more edu-
cated, talented person.”

Once at UNF, Furlong will 
audition for the school’s honor 
choir called Chamber Singers.

“It’s pretty competitive,” 
Furlong said. “There is only one 
tenor spot, so I’ll be competing 
with a whole bunch of others 
for the spot.”

Furlong is considering sing-
ing opera as a possible career 
path.  

Julia Chodyla
Executive Board

photo courtesy of Phillip Lucas 

Phillip Lucas (center) practices musical performance 
“Trashin’ the Camp” with Cannon Haworth (left) and 
Max Brey (right).

Alex Furlong played the role of Freddy Benson in the 2015 summer musical, Dirty Rotten Scoundrels.  
Camille Okonkwo
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I have found that throughout most of 
my time in high school, everyone talks 
about motivation. That motivation must 
fuel everything you do, and you must 
have it to succeed in everything. 

However, I’ve found something 
much more important to consider first: 
what motivates you as an individual; 
knowing what fuels your passion for a 
sport. 

Without knowing what motivates 
you there is nothing stopping you from 
quitting when times get rough.

Going into the summer with all the 
off-season training that I know the vol-
leyball team, and many other programs, 
will be doing, it is so important to figure 
this out for yourself.

It is often easy for athletes to ques-
tion their motivation for doing their sport 
in the off-season.

 When you are on the track in 100-de-
gree heat on the verge of puking, the 
thought of quitting becomes prevalent in 
everyone’s mind. I don’t care who you 
are. However, it is those who know why 
they are putting themselves through the 
training who push through to become the 
best. 

There are so many things that mo-
tivate me. However, the biggest would 
have to be my brother.

Although he messed with me and 
bothered me for 18 years, and I couldn’t 
wait for him to leave, I was never more 
proud than the day I was at Paris Island 
witnessing him graduate from boot camp 
and officially become a United States 
Marine. 

He accomplished something so few 
have the drive to do and inspired me 
more than he will ever know.

Every time there is another sprint that 
I don’t think I can do, or another ball that 
I don’t think I can dig, my coach, Angie 
Strickland, will say you just have to find 
a way to push through, and she’s right.

Now, every time I hear that, I just 
think of my brother, and all that he is do-
ing for me, my family and his country.

Another huge motivation for me to 
be my best is my teammates. As a rising 
senior in the program, I know that I will 
be a role model for the younger girls on 
the team.

They will be looking at me and the 
other seniors to set the example for them. 
They need us to teach them the work eth-
ic needed on a varsity team, and how to 
win the big games. I would never want to 
let any of them down.

Whether you are an athlete or not, it 
is so important to know what fuels your 
drive, whether it’s on the field, in the 
classroom or in any other aspect of your 
life.

I am a firm believer that if you are go-
ing to spend the time and energy to com-
pete in a sport, you should push yourself 
to be one of the best. That kind of push 
takes a passion that not everyone has, or 
is willing to give.

That is my hope for everyone, that 
they find the pride behind everything 
they pursue and find what fuels them to 
be the best in all of their endeavours. 

 For the second year in a row, the 
boys varsity tennis team finished runner-
up at the state finals.

However, this year, the Lions’ No. 
1 doubles team of Will Stone and Drew 
Brown went undefeated in three matches, 
thus becoming state champs at their posi-
tion.

Stone and Brown, in fact, did not lose 
a doubles match all year.

“Overall I’m really happy with how 
things went,” Brown said. “I know we 
were expected to get to state, but it’s al-
ways harder to expect to get to the finals, 
and I’m really proud we did.”

In the finals against Jensen Beach, 
Stone and Brown beat another team 
which was previously undefeated.

Stone called that win the best of his 
career. After dropping the first set, they 
ralled to win the second set and then took 
the deciding 10-point tiebreaker.

The team they beat happened to be 
the team Stone and former Lion Brian 
Wilson lost to last year at the state com-
petition.

“I’m so pleased with what hap-
pened,” Stone said. “To go out with such 

Driggers has the mind for kicking

a big win after over-
coming the feeling 
we had in the first 
set... It just feels 
great bringing home 
hardware.”

Addi t iona l ly, 
in the finals against 
Jensen Beach, 
sophomore Mar-
shall Murphy won 
his match at No. 5 
singles.

Senior Matt 
Stout  and junior 
Scott Epting also 
contributed key vic-
tories on the Lions’ 
run to the finals.

Stone and 
Brown hope they 
have left a lasting 
legacy. 

“I want to be re-
membered as the kid 
who put a smile on 
everyone’s face,” Brown said. “I don’t 
care how good we do as long as everyone 
has fun.

“Me and Will don’t wanna be re-
membered as the kids who won state in 
doubles, but the kids who made people 
smile when they came to tennis class.”

Both will be continuing their careers 
at the collegiate level. Stone will be at-
tending Division II Eckerd College in  
south Florida and Brown will be attend-
ing Tyler Junior College in Texas

Both seniors attribute the success 
they’ve had in their careers to tennis 
coach Kevin Record.

Junior Jack Driggers is ranked twen-
tieth in the country in place-kicking. His 
status, he believes, comes more from his 
mindset than it does from his skill level.

Driggers started seeing a sports psy-
chologist after the most recent football 
season ended. He feels as though it has 
helped him a lot, especially in high pres-
sure situations. 

“Kicking is the only position where 
you  individually determine your suc-
cess,” Driggers said. “There are few op-
portunities, so  it’s bigger when mistakes 
happen.

“The most important thing my psy-
chologist has taught me though is that 
kicking is something I do and love, but 
it’s not who I am. I don’t base my self-
worth on how good  I am.”

Driggers believes that although phys-
ical ability is important, it is the mental 
aspect of the game that separates the 
good from the great. 

He believes mental toughness and 
the ability to stay consistent under any 
conditions are the true marks of a great 
kicker.

“When Jack makes a mistake, he’s 
able to put it behind him and doesn’t 
dwell on it,” junior running back Jacob 
Owens said. “If he misses a kick, his 
mindset is to figure out what went wrong 
and to fix it and make the next one.”

This mentality has definitely paid off 

Find what 
fuels your 

drive

Left to right: Coach Kevin Record, junior Scott Epting, senior Will 
Green, senior Will Stone, senior Drew Brown, sophomore Mar-
shall Murphy, sophomore Kellen Long, senior Matt Stout. The 
team poses after placing second in the state.

photo courtesy of Kevin Record

for Driggers, who is being recruited by 
the University of Miami, South Carolina, 
Mississippi, and South Florida.

He also was recognized as the Talla-
hassee Quarterback Club Special Teams 
Player of the Week for making a game-
winning 42-yard field goal with one sec-
ond left in a 10-7 win over Suwannee 
High School.

Driggers earned this award not once, 
but two times.

Driggers said it was the best win he 
has ever experienced, and uses that feel-
ing as fuel to drive him every day. 

He is known by his 
teammates for his un-
tiring work ethic.

“Jack always 
comes into practice 
with the mindset to get 
better and is always 
focused whether we’re 
in the weight room or 
on the field,” said ju-
nior snapper, Emory 
Wilhite. “His success 
comes from his confi-
dence, focus and hard 
work.”

According to his 
friends, his attitude 
has directly correlated 
to his work ethic in the 

classroom.
“He is very committed to putting in 

the work and trying to constantly prog-
ress as an athlete and a student,’ said his 
good friend, senior Russell Rauh. “His 
work ethic has brought a lot of success 
and he has no plans of taking any breaks.”

Although he has so many schools 
looking at him, Driggers has no idea 
where he wants to compete collegiality.  

Any of the colleges, he believes, 
would be amazing to attend. 

Academics will be a large deciding 
factor, as he wants to attend law school 
as well. 

“He’s like our dad,” Stone said. “He 
would do absolutely anything for us. He 
loves tennis, but loves us even more.”

Brown added, “He cares more about 
us just having fun and enjoying the sport, 
which is what it should be about.”

Indeed, Record said he will remem-
ber this team as much, if not more, for its 
character and fun-loving nature than he 
will for its success on the court.

“There was no drama with this 
group,” Record said. “It was just all 
about laughing and, ‘ha ha ha,’ winning.”

Tallahassee Democrat
Junior Jack Driggers kicks a field goal against Suwannee High 
School.

Boys tennis   
places second 

at the state 
competition
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Flag football team back on the map

The girls flag football team 
advanced to the district semifi-
nals, a feat that had not been ac-
complished since 2013.

This year’s 4-7 record 
helped “put Leon flag football 
back on the map,” according 
to senior quarterback Angela 
Fountain.

Fountain attributes the 
team’s success this year to the 
amount of returning players.

“We only lost one senior last 
year, so our team had the same 
[players at the same] positions 
and had a lot more knowledge 
of the game,” Fountain said. 

Fountain, along with seniors 
Lexi Lowe and Patricia Prather, 
were the team’s captains this 
year.

The captains vowed to lead 
the team by keeping every 

player focused on winning and 
making sure each and every girl 
did their best every time they 
stepped on the field.

Lowe believes that this 
year’s success came from the 
chemistry amongst the group.

“As the season went on, we 
really got to know each other’s 
personalities and had very good 
chemistry as a group, allowing 
us to trust each other more on 
the field,” Lowe said. 

One of the season’s high-
lights came when they beat Lin-
coln 6-0, as Fountain threw a 
touchdown pass to sophomore 
Camryn Curvey. 

Another one of the team’s 
memorable moments was fol-
lowing spring break and the 
death of teacher Rod Durham. 

The team decided to get 
armbands with Durham’s ini-
tials on them and dedicated the 
rest of the season to him. It be-
came a team ritual to “break it 
down to his name” before every 
game. 

Lowe believes that this loss 
gave the team more motivation 
to work together to be success-
ful.

“It gave us a reason to do 
our best and dedicate every sin-
gle play to something more than 
ourselves,” Lowe said. 

“It allowed us to recognize 

Caroline Dempsey
Sports Writer

The flag football team celebrates after beating Lincoln, 6-0.

Senior excels in track 

Caroline Dempsey
Sports Writer

Senior Samuel Gemechu 
shines as one of the top runners 
on the track team.

Gemechu runs the 800-me-
ter, in which he holds a record 
of 2:10, the 4x800 relay, the 
distance medley relay, and the 
sprint medley relay. 

Gemechu plans to continue 
running track next year at Em-
bry Riddle Aeronautical Univer-
sity where he plans to start his 
accelerated masters program in 
aerospace engineering. 

Part of the reason Gemechu 
enjoys track so much is because 
he is naturally good at it, but he 
has especially enjoyed doing it 
at Leon.

“The [Leon track] team 
treats each other like one big 
family,” Gemechu said. 

Along with providing him 
with “one big family,” these past 
four years of track have taught 

Gemechu leads 
track team as a 

‘quiet storm’

Gemechu discipline and perse-
verance. 

“It has taught me that even 
if I fall or stumble, I just have 
to get up and keep going,” Gem-
echu said.

Junior Justin Peters, who 
runs track with Gemechu, de-
scribes him as a “quiet storm.”

“Sam is generally a quiet 
guy, but he is full of passion,” 
Peters said. “His work ethic is 

one of the best I have ever seen.”
Gemechu became a “hero” 

for the track team last year after 
he competed in an “epic race” 
with another member of the 
team.

The “epic race” occurred 
when Gemechu was called upon 
by his coach to be the anchor for 
the 4x800 relay, but was chal-
lenged for the position by one of 
his fellow teammates.

Camille Okonkwo

that we weren’t just playing for 
ourselves but for our school 
and everything that [Durham] 
would’ve wanted us to achieve.”

A unique thing about Leon’s 
flag football team is that most of 
the girls had little background 
knowledge of football prior to 
picking up the sport. 

However, through the help 
of the captains and the coaches, 
the girls were able to learn the 
skills they needed to be success-
ful. 

The camaraderie shared 
among the team was another 
unique component that allowed 
them to be successful, both cap-
tains noting that the team had 
the ability to work very well to-
gether.

“At the end of the day, [the 
team is] going to be joking and 
messing around no matter what 
because that’s just who we are,” 
Lowe said.

While the team believes 
they had the potential to make 

it further than they did, beating 
out other teams in the district 
and bringing honor to the pro-
gram and the school was a goal 
that they set their minds to and 
were able to achieve.

“Even though we lost in 
district semifinals, we played 
our hearts out and did it all for 
Mr. Durham and our school 
and that’s all we wanted to do,” 
Lowe said.

The Lions ended their sea-
son in a 25-6 loss to Godby.

Lions make 
it to district 
playoffs for 
first time in 
three years

ful force.
“If you don’t have time to 

enjoy high school, you’re doing 
too much,” Hembree said. “Do 
what you actually love. Stick 
with the things you like and do 
those things because that’s what 
is going to make you a leader 
and better you.”

Hembree suggests that stu-
dents do “zero-based planning,” 
which means planning every 
minute of your day.

“You will find you have 
more time  than you think,” 
Hembree said. 

Most colleges are not look-

ing for the student involved in 
the most activities, according to 
Hembree. They are looking for 
those who invest time in a fewer 
number of activities.

“They don’t want a kid who 
is in 21 yearbook pictures,” 
Hembree said. “They want a kid 
who is in five that has started 
one of the clubs they’re in, is the 
president of a club, and has been 
in the others all four years. They 
want kids who have found inter-
est in something.

“Usually students who get 
into the elite or private schools 
are not the be-all-end-all in ev-
erything. They didn’t take eight 
Advance Placement classes. 
They took one or two in areas 
they can excel in and learn in.” 

“STRESSED,” from 
page 3 

ad purchased by Sam Atwater for his cat Spotty
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celebrating the class of 2016

A LION’S LEGACY
President’s Pen

Dear Class 
of 2016

The time has come for you to 
graduate. You have completed all of the 
requirements necessary to receive your 
diploma, that is if you have cleared up all 
of your unexcused absences, turned in all 
of your textbooks, paid all of your fees, 
and show up to graduation practice on 
time. It is amazing how fast the last four 
years have gone by.

On Saturday, May 28, 2016 at 
approximately 3:00 p.m. we will begin 
calling the names of the Class of 2016, 
and you will walk across the stage at the 
Leon County Civic Center and join the 
family of thousands of Leon High School 
alumni.  This is a rather prestigious family, 
and I am convinced that each of you will 
add your own unique contribution.

On behalf of the entire Leon High 
School faculty and staff, I congratulate 
each of you on your accomplishment 
and I challenge you to not let high 
school graduation be the end of your 
educational career. I encourage you to 
continue your education whether it is in 
college, technical school, the military, or 
any advanced training program. Be a life-
long student. Education and hard work 
are the keys to your success.

Finally, I ask that you always 
remember where you came from. You are 
now and always will be a Leon Lion.

Go Big Red!

SENIOR EDITION
Dear Leon,
All my life I have looked forward to 

being a Lion. In my youth, I witnessed my 
sister play at the intense Leon Volleyball 
games and sing around the Lion for her last 
time. I joined my dad while he watched his 
alma mater Leon Soccer team play against 
rival Lincoln at Bobby Benson Field, and 
joined my mother, grandparents, and great 
grandmother watch school plays and per-
formances put on by the legendary Dr. 
Arthur, Mrs. Peck, and the beloved Mr. 
Durham. All of these wonderful traditions 
began to seem normal, almost something 
expected out of a high school. Looking 
back on it, I realize that our traditions and 
customs that once seemed so normal, now 
seem so incredibly special.

Leon. What’s the gist of it? What do 
you think really makes it tick? 

Try to answer those questions. Look 
away for just ten seconds and give it a try. 
Now, how do you describe it? 

The beauty is that many of you will 
have thought of completely different 
ideas. It flows throughout the school it-
self; the Spanish-American architecture; 
the schools founding that preceded that of 
the State of Florida; the celebration of 50 
years of integration; 75 years of Marching 
Red Coats; 100 years of Leon Football; 
and ultimately a family that extends deep 
into Tallahassee and the State of Florida as 
a whole. 

Obviously, I am extraordinarily bi-
ased, but I do not know of, nor could I 
fathom a school with more tradition built 
into its core. 

When I got to Leon, I knew I wanted 
to take part in as many clubs and events 
as possible; thus beginning my lifetime ex-
periences at Leon High School. Along my 
own journey, I have been fortunate to be a 
member of the boys soccer team, the boys 
tennis team, Capital Singers, Mane Event, 
Fellowship of Christian Athletes, Rebus 
Gestis, and of course student government. 
This journey, and I’m sure you have expe-
rienced your own remarkable journey, has 
allowed me to meet many of the people 

who I now call my best friends. Without 
every single student that makes up Leon’s 
student body, Leon would not be what it 
is today.

This year has been very emotional and 
we have had to overcome terrible adver-
sity. Many times, I personally had no idea 
what to do, who to talk to, or where to go. 
We’ve had our school set on fire, we had a 
gun threat, we lost our peer and dear friend 
Jordan Danzy, and we lost our teacher and 
mentor Rod Durham. Every single one of 
these incidents fueled me with anger and 
confusion. But through each loss, I never 
stopped loving Leon. In fact it made me 
love Leon even more. It showed me the 
value in the family we so passionately 
cherish and all the relationships we have 
made that could never have been made 
anywhere else. 

It has been a true honor to have loved 
a school for so long and have the opportu-
nity to be elected to serve as the leader of 
a school such as Leon. The memories each 
and every one of you have shared with 
me will last a lifetime and for that, I am 
eternally grateful. Getting called “El Presi-
dente” or (depending on your style) “Mr. 

President” in the halls seemed weird this 
time last year, but now I welcome it with 
a warm smile. Getting to speak on the an-
nouncements, emcee pep rallies, lead the 
Honor Flight committee in student govern-
ment, meet with Principal Epting on school 
events, and even get a picture in the lobby 
all seemed so terribly foreign not long ago. 
But you, the student body, have accepted 
me and my persona. But I guess that’s the 
point isn’t it? The Student Body President 
is quite literally nothing without you, the 
student body; and I can genuinely say that 
I cherish the bond that I inevitably share 
with each and every one of you.  

Many of the folks that make the Stu-
dent Government Association (SGA) and 
Leon run smoothly do not get properly rec-
ognized for what they do, and this is the 
perfect opportunity to recognize the real 
behind-the-scenes machinery this school 
year. I’d like to recognize our Sponsor, Mr. 
Stewart for advising me on various political 
matters and knowing when an idea might 
be too abstract to work at a high school. I’d 
also like to thank the committee heads who 
lead 5-6 people each semester on various 
projects in and around the school; Sarah 

A Note from 
Student Body 

President 
Carlton DiSalvo

Bradford, Jessie Brenneis, Camille Cum-
mings, Camille Graham, Caroline Kirk, 
Emma Jo McAuliffe, Reef Taylor, Elyse 
Thompson, and Brittany Warren. A special 
recognition is most definitely deserving to 
Brittany Warren for her dedication as Stu-
dent Body Vice President, President of the 
Inter Club Council, and many other clubs 
and organizations around campus. 

I’d also like to thank our very own Dr. 
Arthur for being a dedicated Leon teacher 
for nearly 40 years and being a mother to 
many on campus. I am not only honored 
to have been in her last group of senior 
singers, but am also thankful she inspired 
me as well as countless other generations 
of alumni to pursue singing and use it as a 
form of expression.

 The last piece of the massive behind-
the-scenes effort is Mrs. Shaw, who day-
to-day puts together the announcements, 
lets me add on a couple myself, and allows 
me squeeze in impromptu meetings with 
Mr. Epting to get an occasional signature 
or piece of advice. 

On that note, and definitely not behind-
the-scenes, is the one and only Mr. Epting. 
In my personal and again very biased opin-
ion, Mr. Epting has perfectly modeled the 
tradition that many wonderful principals at 
Leon High School have so professionally 
executed before him. 

He’s the guy in the lobby at lunch will-
ing to talk to anyone that needs to be heard; 
he’s the guy that goes to all the Leon Vol-
leyball games helping us out-cheer the op-
posing fans, and not get too out of hand, 
I should add; he’s the guy that gave us 
resolve in our times of uncertainty; and 
ultimately, he’s our father at Leon High 
School. I truly believe that if anyone, at 
any school can be a true father figure, it 
is our own Principal Epting. These past 
four years, the class of 2016 has built an 
unbreakable bond with Principal Epting, 
and I know every single student is honored 
to be the first class to have had him for all 
fours years of our high school life. 

I take comfort knowing next year Leon 
will be in the capable hands of Caroline 
Kirk; a natural leader since the days I knew 
her at Trinity Catholic School. Her energy 
and love for Leon exceed what any could 
hope for and I know she will serve as a ter-
rific Student Body President. 

All in all, thank you for allowing me to 
represent and serve you this year at Leon 
High School. And one last time… be safe 
and, as always, stay classy Leon.

Respectfully,
Carlton DiSalvo

John Ike Smith-Schoenwalder
Editor-in-Chief

From the Editor’s Desk

It was a great year to be Editor-in-
Chief of the High Life. The stories were 
plentiful, and the staff was dutiful. We 
evoked impassioned discourse through 
our opinion section. We reported on 
the biggest, and smallest, stories. We 
covered record-breaking athletes and 
those who inspired us.

After serving as co-editor last year, 
I began to understand what it takes to 
assume this role. And it takes a lot. 
I’m not saying I performed my duty 
perfectly, but I know I did my best, and 
I am certain that happened because of 
my peers and adviser Kevin “Coach” 
Record. Hats off to them for allowing 
me to have a wonderful experience 
as a growing, ever-learning leader in 
Newspaper.

But if we go back further, we find that 
Record invited me to join Newspaper 
freshman year, thereby skipping the 
traditional Journalism 1 class that most 
aspiring, young journalists took here 
at Leon. At the time, I did not realized 
the significance of said event, but I do 
now. Back then, Dominic Levings was 
the Editor-in-Chief. He made me, a 
freshman, truly feel part of the class, of 
the team. Dominic, Coach and I would 
always joke about being fired from the 
staff if something important, good or 
bad, occurred. Coach would answer 
the non-existent call from an imaginary 
place called “Headquarters” via his 
plastic, corded telephone. 

Well, Headquarters still calls us to 
this day. We have not done everything 
perfectly - I do not believe perfection 
is attainable - but we have followed our 
mantra to “Get it first, get it right.” The 
contained fire that damaged thousands 
of dollars worth of materials, the 
“hurricane day” that was actually clear 
and beautiful, the selection of a same-
sex couple for Prom King and Queen, 
Lindsey Creel and Brie Grimes, and 
the tragic deaths of Jordan Danzy and 
Roderick Durham - these  are events 
that have immensely shaped Leon 
in only a school year’s span. We, 

the Leon High Life, tried our best to 
accurately and respectfully report on 
these monumental stories. As a Lion, I 
am proud beyond doubt to be a student 
and soon-to-be graduate of Leon.

It is time for me to pass on the High 
Life’s torch. I would like sincerely 
thank the High Life’s staff, readers 
and supporters for our continued 
success and my ability to serve you all. 
Headquarters is calling me now, and it 
is time to pick up the phone. 

Signing off one last time,

John Ike Smith-Schoenwalder

Billy Epting
Principal, Guest writer

The 2015-2016 High Life staff, from left to right: Adviser Kevin Record, Tai-Shaun Bur-
gess, Nadaley Jones, Eboni Newsome, Sam Atwater, Sella Kinch, Maribeth McClenny, 
Caroline Dempsey, Lauren Henderson, Hannah Rodriguez, EmmaLea Reed, John Ike 
Smith-Schoenwalder, Julia Chodyla and Will Rasmussen.

Camille Okonkwo
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“LUCAS,” from page 5 

photos from Best & Brightest

year, he will attend University of North 
Florida in the fall. and plans to get a ma-
jor in Musical Theater. 

His goal is to be accepted by a “the-
ater troop,” a company that hires actors 
and pays them even while they do not 
perform.

“Performing arts is always a [pos-
sibility],” Lucas said. “You could walk 
by someone living on the street, and he 
could be a dancer from Broadway.”  

He wants to be included in a theater 
troop due to the unpredictability of audi-
tions. 

“When people are looking to cast 
a character they are always looking for 
someone specific, whether that means a 
certain body type or skin color,” Lucas 
said.

His parents are wholeheartedly sup-
porting him despite the risky nature of 

having a career in theater.
“My dad drove down with me to au-

dition at the University of West Florida,” 
Lucas said. “It was like a road trip for the 
two of us.”

Lucas also pointed out that while he 
usually isn’t nervous for roles, he was 
during the college audition.

“It was nice to have my dad there 
supporting me,” Lucas said. 

Additionally, his mother always 
loves watching his performances when-
ever she can.  

However if he is not hired in the next 
two or three years, Lucas plans to return 
to his formal dream of becoming a ma-
rine biologist. 

His interest in the University of West 
Florida was due to its excellent marine 
biology and drama programs. 

While he would still happily pursue 
marine biology, he is still determined to 
succeed in drama. 

“MCAULIFFE,” from page 4 

until she arrives. 
In order to become more aware of the 

culture she will be immersed in, McAu-
liffe has been studying travel blogs and 
other sources. 

“The worst thing you could do in 
their culture is be angry,” McAuliffe said. 
“You will be seen as a horrible person if 
you can’t contain your anger or frustra-
tion.” 

Another important part of the Cam-
bodian culture is their protectiveness of 
children. 

McAuliffe expects to never be left 
alone with a child during her stay in the 
country. 

At this point, McAuliffe has not tak-
en any training classes, although she will 
take one during her first week in Cam-
bodia. 

She will enter the country during its 
15-day-long celebration of the dead.

During this major holiday, the Cam-
bodians feed the monks various food as 
a symbol that they are feeding their dead 
family and friends. 

McAuliffe will not be able to volun-
teer during this time due to the country’s 
focus on the holiday.  

After two months in Cambodia, 
McAuliffe will then travel to Thailand 
in order to further learn about Buddhism 
and the country’s other cultural aspects.  

She hopes to find another volunteer 
who is traveling to Thailand to travel 
with for safety reasons. 

Once Christmas time approaches, 
McAuliffe will then return home to spend 
time with her family. 

After Christmas, she will go to Africa 
for the following three months.

She has been planning to go to Africa 
for the longest out of all the other coun-
tries. 

While she currently does not know 
where in Africa she will be living, McAu-
liffe hopes to be notified around the time 
she is home for Christmas. 

Once her year of volunteering is 
complete, she will attend Florida State 
University to study Business Entrepre-
neurship. 

FSU provides scholarships for stu-
dents wishing to take a gap year in order 
to better help the community. 

“I wanted to come into college with 
other experiences besides high school,” 
McAuliffe said. 

She expects that her gap year will 
help her with her people skills and push 
her out of her comfort zone. 

 

Camille Okonkwo
Business

Elyse Thompson
Public Speaking

Claire Kercheval-Roig
Athletics



Seniors sign letters of intent

Gabe Beyer
Wrestling -Arizona State

Beyer is a two-time Big-Bend 
Wrestler of the Year. He won the 2016 
285-pound heavyweight State Champi-
onship and was runner-up in 2015. Bey-
er also lettered all four years in football, 
in which he earned 2016 All-Big Bend 
Defensive Player of the Year. 

Donovan Doud
Football - FAMU

Doud was a two year-starter at Leon 
as a punter and kicker.

William Waddell
Football- Grambling State

Waddell was a two-year starter at 
Leon as a guard and center. He was 
first-team All-Big Bend as a senior 

and was also team captain.

Glenn Davis
Baseball- North Carolina 

Sports University
Javier Ferrer

Football- Warner University
Kyle Howard

Football- Warner University
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Russell Rauh
Baseball - FAMU

Rauh was a two year starter at 
catcher for the Leon baseball team. 
He hit .386 with nine doubles, one 
triple and two home runs as a senior.

Claire Kercheval-Roig
Swimming- UPenn

Kercheval-Roig lettered four 
years on the Leon swim team. She is 
a nine-time state finalist. Kercheval-
Roig holds two school records in the 
100 backstroke (56.60) and the 100 
butterfly (57.80).

Ashley Dodson
Volleyball

Birmingham Southern
Damien Crumitie

Football - Dodge City C.C.
Mark Lescher

Boys Soccer- Andrew College

Talise Jager-Summer
Girls Soccer

Soka University of America 
Derek Jackson

Football- Warner University
Elyse Thompson

 Volleyball - Emory University

Jensen Strickland
Softball- Pensacola State 

College 
DJ Marcelle

Football - Warner University
Kyle Lingo

Football- Warner University



Arlene Borders 
TCC

Nicholas Borger
TCC

Shelby Boykin
TCC

Alyssa Brackin
TCC

Sarah Bradford
University of Georgia

Dakhari Brantley
FSU

Yenna Braswell
Unknown

Jessica Brenneis
FSU

Maxwell Brey 
Westminster Choir College

Brianna Brito
TCC

Ramonica Brito
 TCC

Thomas Brooks 
 FSU

Briana Brown
  TCC 

Drew Brown
Tyler Junior College

Gregory Brown
TCC

Jazmine Brown
Undecided

 
Katelyn Brown

TCC 

Camron Brunson
TCC

India Bryant
TCC

Janae Bryant
TCC

Tyra Buehner 
Louisiana State University

Sheila Bunion
TCC

Keiara Burnside
FSU

Brandi Byers
University of Alabama

Karen Cabrera
TCC

James Cahill
TCC

Sariah Campbell
FAMU

Catherine Caney
Gwinette College

Yaneh’Shauntrell Canty
Florida Southern College

Joelle Carbonell
University of Florida

Byron Carter
TCC

Katherine Carter
TCC

Tykeria Carter 
University of West Florida

Landon Caruthers
Unknown

William Causseax
TCC

Albert Cayson
Santa Fe College

Gabriel Cenedella
TCC/Birmingham Southern

Kameron Chaires 
University of Florida

Kayla Chandler
Troy University

Savannah Chismar
Cosmetology School

Christopher Choice
FAMU

Joseph Ciliberto
University of North Florida

Diara Cintron Vives 
TCC

Leandro Claros 
Santa Fe College

Symiaha Clinton
American Academy of Dramatic 

Arts

Justin Cobb
TCC

Logan Collins 
TCC

Nicholas Collins
TCC

Christopher Coon 
New College

Demetria Cooper
Workforce

Joycelyn Cooper
Workforce

Devin Coriell
Santa Fe College

Breanna Cotton 
Undecided

Marshall Creasy
Unknown

Brady Creel 
USMC

Lindsey Creel
 Lively Technical Center

Leah Crowe
TCC

Damien Crumitie 
Dodge City College

Brady Culpepper
University of Florida

Camille Cummings
Wake Forest University

Paul Cunningham
TCC

Destinee Curry
TCC

Darrien Dahunsi 
TCC

Dave’yah Daniels
University of South Florida

Eleana Daniels
TCC

Jacquez Daniels
FAMU

Jay Daughtry 
ABAC 

Colt Davis
Florida International University

Stanley Davis 
Undecided

Christina Davison
Auburn University

Asia Degerinett
TCC

Nande DeGraff
FSU

Carlton DiSalvo
FSU

Kyle Docherty 
TCC

Ashley Dodson 
Birmingham Southern

James Dodson 
TCC

Danielle Donaldson 
TCC

Ashley Dorsaint
Undecided

Donovan Doud 
FAMU

Allyssum Dozier
Santa Fe College

Joshua Dozier 
Lively Technical Center

Mattie Dunlap
  Santa Fe College

Danielle Edenfield 
Unknown

Dominique Eickstaedt
USMC

Paige Elliott 
University of Florida

Sophia Elzie
Agnes Scott College

Logan Emery
University of Mississippi

Charles Emmert
Unknown

Joseph Ene
FSU

Nancy Engel 
Cornell University

Jonathan Epps
Unknown

Taylor Esposito 
 TCC

Michael Eubanks 
 TCC

Sandra Faragalla 
FAMU

Marcus Farley
Unknown

Camille Farr
TCC

Parker Feddersen
Lively Technical Center

Carson Felder 
TCC

Taylor Ferraioli
TCC

Jason Ferrell
Undecided

Javier Ferrer
Warner University

Joel Ferst
FSU

Mariya Feshchenko 
University of South Florida

Lily Fineout 
 FSU

Emma Finnegan
University of North Florida

Jeffrey Fleetwood
 TCC

Chantel Flowers
TCC

Angela Fountain
TCC

Hunter Frankeberger
TCC

Ryan Abramowitz 
University of Florida

Moataz Alsayed 
Gap year

Destiny Anderson
Texas Southern University

Raegene Anderson
TCC

Sean Anderson
TCC

Darion Angus
TCC

Saul Ashley
Morehouse University

Ayanna Atkins
University of Tampa

Jackson Atwater
University of Florida

Griffin Auerbach
TCC

Mason Ballard
FSU

Andrew Barnes
University of South Florida

Kierra Barnes
Art Institute

Caitlin Bartell
TCC

Hailey Bartell
USMC

Trevor Barton
Lively Technical Center

Zory Batchelor
TCC

Ausley Beane
FSU

Nella Beardall
Agnes Scott College

Chandler Beasley
Unknown

Lauralee Bell
Unknown

Gabriel Beyer
Arizona State University

Westin Bielecky 
TCC 

Rachel Bielling
FSU

Anna Billings
Texas A&M

Jasmine Blair
TCC

Hannah Bonn 
TCC
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Kaitlyn Grimes
University of Central Florida

Sierria Groom 
TCC/UNF

Angela Groszos
Johns Hopkins University

Sadie Gruber
FSU

Sara Guminski 
University of Wyoming

Asia Gurule
University of North Georgia

 
Elizabeth Haben 

FSU

Kristen Hackney 
TCC

James Hall
Unknown

Shiloh Hall 
 Unknown

Jenna Hammitt
USMC

Cikayah Harrison 
FAMU

Michael Harrison
TCC

Sydney Harrison 
FSU

Zahri Harrison
TCC

Kaitlyn Hart 
USMC

Charles Harte 
FSU

Glencora Haskins 
Rollins College

Plantagenet Haskins
University of South Florida

James Haynes 
Unknown

Kristal Haynes 
TCC

Edmund Heid
Workforce

Sequoia Heidt-Kausch 
FSU

Alexander Heiker
Full Sail University

Sarah Helton
Stetson University

Samantha Hembree
Columbus State University

Maxwell Hennessy 
Unknown

Justin Hess
TCC

Craig Hewitt
TCC

Akievia Hickman
FAMU/UCF

Kathryn Hicks
TCC

Haleigh Hobbs
TCC

Claire Hodges
University of Florida

Toni Hodges
FAMU

Kirsten Hogenson 
Gap year

Alex Holm
 Unknown

Nicholas Holt
FSU

Eliza Holtom
TCC

Jason Hoskins
Unknown

Bailey Houghton 
 FSU

Kyle Howard 
Unknown

Rachel Howdershelt
 TCC

Keshaun Howell 
Unknown

Carly Hummel
 TCC

Aidan Hunt 
 Unknown

John Husum
TCC

Joshua Ira 
FSU 

Derrick Jackson
Undecided

Jada Jackson 
TCC

Talise Jager-Sumner
Soka University of America

Alonzo Jefferson 
FAMU

Matthew Jennings 
Lively Technical Center

Nadine Johnson
TCC

Ronterrius Johnson
TCC

Saed Johnson 
Wingate University 

Nickalus Jones
Unknown

Jordan Jones 
TCC

Tarinzo Jones
Workforce

Valneshia Jones
Lively Technical Center

Marcus Jordan 
University of Central Florida

Paulette Jordan 
Flagler College

Michael Kady
TCC

Mary Kaven 
 University of West Florida

Hope Kawaihae 
Johnson and Wales

Robert Kennedy
FSU

Leah Kennell 
 TCC

Claire Kercheval-Roig
University of Pennsylvania

Aneisah Khan 
  Mankato State University

Tyler Kidd
TCC

Emily Kilby
University of North Florida

Mariah Kimbrough 
TCC

Alizbeta Kirby-Kopczynski 
 Stetson University

Kadeshia Kirksey
 Unknown

Jillian Kirn
University of North Florida

Quentin Knight-Baker
  FSU

Nadia Kneeland
  Unknown

Kody Kosch
 TCC

Jennifer Kroll 
University of Central Florida

Cathryn LaJeunesse 
Berry College

Kevin Lam 
  Santa Fe College

Deandre Lane
TCC

Charles Lang 
 FSU

Emma Lee 
  TCC

Erin Lee 
University of Central Florida

Robert Lee
TCC

Robert Lee 
TCC/FSU

Rodney Lee
  Penn State, Behrend 

Kian Leonard
Undecided

Mark Lescher
Andrew College

Alexis Levin
  Unknown

Thirkeal Lightsey
 TCC

Damon Lindsey 
Unknown 

Kyle Lingo
 Warner University

Tyler Lingo
Unknown

  
Grace Lockhart

Lively Technical Center

Jahna Logan
Johnson County Community 

College

Matthew Long
 FSU

Alexis Lowe 
 TCC

William Lowry
Presbyterian College

Tia Lubbers 
University of Florida

Phillip Lucas
 University of West Florida

Camron Mack
 TCC

Charkesia Maddox 
 TCC

Denver Maddox 
FSU

Cameron Madsen
 FSU

Daniel Manausa 
Unknown

Maya Manciagli 
  Duke University

Demetrius Marcelle
Southwest Baptist University

Martin Marshall
TCC/FAMU

Brandon Martin 
Marine Corps

Kendall Martinello
 FSU

Kymberly Mattson 
Savannah College of Art a 

Design

Jessica Mauck
Bainbridge State University

Easton Mayo 
TCC

Emma Jo McAuliffe 
FSU

Trevor McCall
TCC

Garrett McCampbell
 TCC

Mya McCloud
FAMU

Jikevia McSwain
TCC

Mary Megargee 
FSU

Shayne Merlau
  FAMU

Whittnie Merlau 
  TCC

Cheyenne Milligan 
 FSU

Sarah Mills
University of Colorado Boulder

Antavius Mitchell
Unknown

Jamilah Mitchell
TCC

Jaynie Mitchell 
FSU

Jackson Montgomery
TCC/FSU

Danny Moore
USMC

Laurel Moore
University of Florida

Destini Freeney 
Hampton University 

Phoebe French
Florida Southern College

Alex Furlong
University of North Florida

Carson Gaines
TCC

Sydney Gaines
 TCC

Carlos Galvan
TCC

Hope Galvin
TCC

Sarah Gandy
TCC

Tyler Gandy
TCC

Ray Garcia
TCC

Caroline Gardner
TCC

Justice Garrison
University of New Orleans

Rylie Gay
Auburn University

Samuel Gemechu
Embry-Riddle

Logan Gentile
Marine Corps

Alexcia George 
TCC

James Gergen 
Unknown

Michael Giglio 
TCC

Cassie Gilcher-Petrasek 
Kennesaw State University

Liam Goff
Embry-Riddle

Juan Gonzalez-Rodriguez
Santa Fe College

Carli Goins
FSU

Camille Graham 
University of Florida

 
Amiracle Grant

FAMU

David Grant 
FSU

Mendori Grant
University of Tampa

Aaron Green 
TCC

Destiny Green
Gap Year

Rebekah Green 
Florida Southern

Tylin Green
Unknown

Derica Griffin
 TCC

Erica Griffin 
TCC

Gabrielle Grimes 
Lively Technical Center
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Jeremy Pool
Unknown

Matthew Poplin
 FSU

Joseph Portillo
FSU

Destiny Powell
Clark Atlanta University

Jessica Powell 
TCC

Susan Prevatt
Undecided

Taylor Price
TCC 

Selby Proctor 
FSU

Anna Rabon
Undecided

Alexis Rainey 
Asheville-Buncombe Tech

Areial Ralph
Workforce

Maleah Randolph
Undecided

Katherine Rasmussen
University of North Florida

William Rasmussen 
University of West Florida

Ahmad Rasul
FSU

Russell Rauh
FAMU 

Jordan Ray
University of Nebraska, Kearney

Anthony Reaves 
University of West Florida

Shaunderekia Redding
 Georgia Southern University

Kayleigh Rice 
Unknown

Joya Riley
TCC

Alexis Rios-Garcia
Undecided

Eliza Roberts
Savannah College of Art and 

Design

Zachary Roberts 
TCC

Michaela Robinson 
TCC

Brittney Roddenberry 
TCC

Asia Roe
FAMU

Jasmine Roe 
TCC

Jessand Rosales
TCC

Eva Rosenzweig
Clark University

Ty Royal
TCC

Brandon Rudlaff 
 USMC

Triniti Russell
Unknown

Jason Ryals
TCC

Brendan Ryan
Unknown

Sergio Salinas
 Unknown

Jett Sanderson
 U.S. Marines 

Matthew Sanford 
Unknown

Abel Santiago 
FAMU

Mario Sapp 
Marine Corps

Kaylia Schneider 
TCC

Nicolas Schneider 
 Undecided

Thomas Schulte
FSU

John Schweizer
USMC 

Baylee Scott
TCC

Mason Scott
TCC

Jack Seamans
University of South Florida

Ansley Seaton 
FSU

Todrianna Shaw
The Airline Academy

Judith Shippen
University of Florida

Jennifer Shotwell-Long 
TCC

Matthew Sickinger
Davidson College

Caleb Simon 
TCC

Austin Simpson
TCC

Alexander Singletary 
FSU

Madeline Sipple 
University of Texas

Matthew Skipper
TCC

Isabel Smelko 
Troy University 

Trevor Smelt
Workforce

Armani Smith
TCC

Jake Smith
FSU

 Jeremiah Smith 
FAMU

Tiffany Smith
University of South Florida

John Ike Smith-Schoenwalder
Washington and Lee University

Emilie Speer
Unknown

Alexus Speights 
FSU

Shannon Stalnaker
TCC

Joshua Stapleton 
TCC

James Steele 
Workforce

Mary Lynne Steinmeyer 
 University of Texas

William Stone 
Eckerd College

John Stout 
University of Alabama

Jensen Strickland
  Pensacola State College

Claude Sturm
Undecided

Juanpablo Sullivan
Unknown

Todneisha Summerville 
  TCC

Chark’Yaina Swindell
Valencia College

 
Brandon Tala 

Unknown

Brittany Tarver 
Johnson and Wales College

Bethany Taylor
Unknown

Edward Taylor 
FSU

Reef Taylor
University of South Florida

Abigail Tebrugge
 TCC

Samuel Thomas
New Mexico Military Institute

Elyse Thompson
Emory University

 
Lexi Thompson
 Aveda Institute

Claire Toman
TCC

Andrew Topp 
 Florida Poly. Tech

Colleen Towey
FSU

Thanh Tran
Santa Fe College

Jordan Tucker 
 TCC

Sarah Turner
TCC

Grace Ubben 
University of North Florida

Tiffany Vaughn
FSU

Daniel Volya
University of Florida

William Waddell 
Grambling State

 Christine Wahl
TCC

Adam Wallenfelsz 
University of Alabama, 

Huntsville

David Waller
TCC

Errick Walters, Jr.
 TCC

Brittany Warren
University of Alabama

Daijah Washington 
Faulkner University 

Zada Washington
TCC

Emily Watkins
TCC 

Michaela Westmoreland
FSU 

Joel Wharton 
TCC

Thomas Whitaker 
TCC

Barnabas White 
TCC

Coy White 
Gap year

Dominique Whitehurst 
Undecided 

Brian Will
TCC

Avery Williams
Troy University

Dorothy Williams
Appalachian State University 

Isiah Williams
TCC

Kaylie Williams
FSU

Madison Williams
University of North Florida

Mia Williams
TCC

Miranda Wimberly
TCC

Nicole Wise
TCC

Jamison Wood
TCC

Rachel Woods
TCC

Latoya Woolfolk
 Unknown

Kaneka Wright
TCC

Chi-Ray Wu
TCC

Camille Young
University of St. Andrews

Michelle Moreno Ramirez
Unknown

Shelby Morris 
FSU

Victoria Moses
 Gulf Coast State College

LaMontez Moye 
Unknown 

Ahmad Muhammad 
University of Central Florida

Jaclyn Mulvaney
 Florida State College 

Kyle Murchison
University of Florida

Jackie Mustian 
University of Florida

Jace Myers 
FAMU 

Jacob Myhre
 FSU

Kayla Neal 
FSU

Miles Nesbit 
TCC

Brooke Netherland 
 TCC

William Newberry 
TCC/FSU

Cole Newcomb 
TCC

Eboni Newsome
William Patterson University

Kayla Nguyen
FSU

Gina Niekus
Occidental College

Victor Ogden-Villar
TCC

Camille Okonkwo 
University of Florida

Cole Owens 
Brigham Young University

Alexa Pantaleon 
TCC

Chason Parker
Embry-Riddle University

Joshua Payne
Workforce

Shaquilla Payne 
Undecided

Logan Pearson
Unknown

India Peoples
TCC

Mia Pesta
FSU

Zachary Petty 
TCC

Elias Phillips
TCC

Kip Phillips
TCC

Grace Pickron
University of Florida

Payton Pierce 
Marine Corps
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