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Since 1988, Andrew Lloyd 
Webber’s “The Phantom of the 
Opera” has swept audiences away 
to such an extent that it holds the 
title as the longest running show on 
Broadway. This summer, students 
from various area high schools will 
collaborate to stage and perform 
this captivating operatic Broadway 
show.

 It will be produced by Leon 
Friends of Music and Leon High 
School, and it will be held in July.

Director Naomi Rose-Mock,  
along with assistants Tabitha Peck 
and Judy Arthur, decided on this 
operetta mainly based on the talent 
and high level of participation from 
students in previous years.

“‘The Phantom of the Opera’ 

Basketball legend’s number retired 

‘Phantom’ strikes this summer DiSalvo to lead student 
body next yearJulia Chodyla

High Life News Editor
is a show that requires an immense 
maturity due to the demanding vo-
cals and strenuous dancing roles,” 
Peck said. 

“Not only do the main char-
acters need strength and power for 
their roles, but so does the whole 
company. We definitely have the 
voices available this year.”

Auditions were held in April. 
There were 90 auditionees for 65 
roles. Because of the high influx of 
participants, the audition process 
was altered. 

Traditionally, each person sang 
a prepared song and performed 
a monologue. This year, the cast 
was chosen with a more efficient 
method: they were measured for 
costumes, danced in a group and 
sang separately. 

The cast begins rehearsing 
June 8. 

The Leon High School basketball 
program retired Tommy Curtis’ number 
33 jersey during the April 10 pep rally. 

Curtis’ name and jersey number are 
displayed on a banner hung on the north 
wall of the gym. He graduated from 
Leon in 1969 and was a three-year let-
terman on the varsity basketball team.

Principal Billy Epting gave a brief 
introductory speech and then introduced 
Curtis to current senior and basketball 
player Bennett Sipple. Curtis hugged 
and shook hands with both Sipple and 
Epting.

Curtis also shook the basketball 
team’s players’ hands and then gave a 
brief thank-you speech. After his speech, 
Curtis hugged coach Rick Davis.

In his senior season, Curtis was 
named Florida’s Player of the Year, 
earning All-State, All-Southern and All-
American honors. He led the Lions to 
two state titles.

By high school graduation, Thomas had 
accumulated over 285 scholarship offers, 
ultimately deciding to further his basketball 
career at the University of California at Los 
Angeles under legendary head coach John 
Wooden.

Curtis was on two undefeated national 
championship teams at UCLA in the 1970s 
and his team did not lose a game until his 
senior year of college.  While Curtis’ basket-
ball resume is remarkable, it was what he did 
off the court that set him apart.

Will Rasmussen and Michael 
Manias

Leon High Life Staff

Curtis was one of the first African Amer-
ican basketball players at Leon and at UCLA.

“I went to high school during the inte-
gration period,” Curtis said. “There were 
not many black basketball players. It was 
a rough experience that a lot of people will 
never understand.”

Basketball fans frequently heckled ra-
cial slurs at Curtis, but he just used that to 
his advantage.

“Every time they call you (n-word), 
score two points,” Curtis recalled hearing 

from his mother. “Every time they call you 
spook, steal the ball. Every time they call 
you coon, get a rebound.”

It was with that great motivation that 
Curtis became not only a great athlete, but 
an even better person. Curtis’ attitude about 
athletics and education all stemmed from 
what his mother, a Florida State professor, 
taught him. 

“She taught me how to be disciplined,” 
Curtis said.

Unlike the three previous sum-
mer musicals - Les Miserables, 
Sweeney Todd and Fiddler on the 
Roof - this production will have 
very extravagant costumes and 
masks. 

“For the past three years, the 
costume department had to use 
some of the same sets and ward-
robe, but this year will be com-
pletely different,” said company 
member Dani Brown, a senior.

“It is Victorian style and it will 
be nice to finally wear fitted and 
more feminine dresses compared to 
the ‘peasant dresses.’ ”

“The Phantom of the Opera” is 
a play about a disheveled man, most 
commonly known as the Phantom, 
who lives underneath the Paris Op-
era House. After falling in love 

Incoming student body presi-
dent Carlton DiSalvo has a vision 
for Leon, and he hopes to make an 
impact through a variety of proj-
ects.

The most ambitious item on 
DiSalvo’s agenda involves not only 
Leon High School, but the Tal-
lahassee community. It is entitled 
“Honor Flight Project.” The goal 
of Honor Flight is to send war vet-
erans to Washington D.C. so they 
may go to any memorial they wish .

“It’s an experience of closure 
like no one can imagine,” DiSalvo 
said.

Another one of DiSalvo’s 
goals is to work with Peace Jam 

club advisor Scott Brown to create 
a community garden on campus be-
hind the baseball bowl.

They hope to donate produce to 
both the culinary class and the local 
homeless veterans. If all goes well, 
the garden will be in place by next 
fall.

Another one of DiSalvo’s goals 
is to make all the classes more unit-
ed in Leon pride. Furthermore, he 
wants to improve the relationship 
between the SGA class and the stu-
dent population.

“I want every student to feel 
comfortable coming to talk to me or 
anyone in the class about issues or 
ideas they have to improve Leon,” 
DiSalvo said. 

Joe Rondone/Democrat

Hannah Rodriguez
High Life Sports Editor
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Tommy Curtis waves to the crowd as his jersey is presented during a Leon pep 
rally. Curtis won two state titles at Leon and later two national titles at UCLA.

Tommy Curtis makes a shot while playing for 
UCLA in 1972, the sixth consecutive title year 
for the Bruins. This photo first appeared in 
the 1972 Southern Campus, UCLA’s year-
book.

Wikipedia
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After interning at Miami’s 
Fashion Week in April, Fashion and 
Design Club president Caldwell 
Harris knew just what to do to 
make Leon’s first Equinox Fashion 
Show a success. 

Former Leon graduate and 
model scout Kara High attended 
the show and became interested 
in Junior Brie Grimes and Sopho-
mores Piper Goldman and Savan-
nah Hill as upcoming models. 

Starting four months ago, Har-
ris imagined the show, which was 
held on May 8, would be the club’s 
first real exposé. She wanted the 
student body to realize what she 
and the club were capable of. Ac-
cording to Harris, it turned into 
something more than that. 

“The fashion show’s main fo-
cus has now been averted to some-
thing even more important,” Harris 
said. “I want our club to know that 
we are good at what we do and that 
there are no limitations.”  

Three months ago, Harris split 
the club up into four committees: 
clothing, talent, marketing and pro-
duction.

The club is sponsored by five 
different stores including Bealls, 
Narcissus, Wonsaponatime, Curio 
and Nic’s Toggery. The commit-
tee has all the measurements and is 
able to pick and choose the styles 
and looks that it wants.

“It’s just like we are in a big 
closet and we can choose anything 
that catches our eyes,” Harris said.

According to Harris, the show’s 
theme, equinox, had much meaning 
and relation to the clothes them-
selves. The term equinox means 
that there are an equal number of 
hours in each day as there are num-
ber of hours at night.  Therefore, 
Harris divided the show into four 
segments: Vintage and School Day 
will represent the day time looks 
while Weekend and Special Occa-
sion will present night time looks. 

The club’s ultimate goal is to 
one day include a segment that will 
showcase solely the clothes that 
they have handmade themselves. 
Harris has designed and made 

Fashion club makes statement 
with first show

This year honor cords have 
made their return. 

Prior to the last three years, 
there was no regulation on the cri-
teria set to earn honor cords. Cords 
were given to students that were in 
interest clubs with no grade point 
average requirement. 

Problems arose when too many 
honor cords were being given with 
no way to regulate who got the 
cords.

“Students began to look like 
they were wearing curtains,” Prin-
cipal Billy Epting said. “True hon-
or cords were starting to be mini-
mized. Honor cords are meant to 
honor graduation and academics, 
not participation in extracurricular 
activities.”

But, when the cords were taken 
away, several honor societies be-
came concerned.

A motion was presented to the 
school advisory council by Kelly 
Clark and her French Honors stu-

Honor cords re-
turn after hiatus
Lauren Henderson

News Editor
dents to allow honor cords to be 
earned that were affiliated with the 
National Honor Society.

 It takes an unweighted GPA of  
3.70 or a cumulative mean GPA of 
3.85 to be in NHS, so the motion 
was approved to bring the honor 
cords back. 

In previous years, there were 
five academic honor cords: summa, 
magna, cum laude, distinction and 
honors. Those will be continuing 
this year. 

“We fine-tuned the require-
ments and made sure they were 
scholarship based,” Spanish Hon-
ors Society sponsor teacher Janet 
Taylor said. 

PHANTOM
FROM PAGE 1
with  singer Christine Daaé, he guides her 
and does everything in his power to ensure 
she is given lead roles in her upcoming play. 
Christine, however, falls in love with her 
childhood friend Raoul. Filled with jeal-
ousy, the Phantom captures Christine. Raoul 
remains her only hope of escaping and re-
turning to her normal life. 

Ballet dancers with strong backgrounds 
were called upon to audition for Leon’s 
show. According to Peck, you can always 
teach an unexperienced dancer some basic 
steps, but there is no way that you could 
teach advanced ballet in a span of six weeks. 

“It is neat that we get to see talents from 
different schools and generally all the people 
from the community,” Peck said. “All of the 
vocal performing arts teachers in the district, 
including me, are friends which makes it 
fun. No one is territorial about their students, 
and everyone is willing to share.”

many accessories that will be in the 
show, such as bracelets, purses and 
a graphic t-shirt. 

“I was honestly very shocked 
when I saw which boys were par-
ticipating,” Harris said. “There 
were very many baseball boys on 
the list, which I really didn’t ex-
pect, but I am so glad they decided 
to reach out of their comfort zone 
to do this.”

The clothing chosen aimed to-
wards a variety of Leon styles, in-
cluding preppy and urban. 

Maclay sophomore Sammy 
Fadool took pictures at the show 
which will be used for advertising 

upcoming events next year.
“My ideal and dream job would 

be to become a photographer,” Fa-
dool said. “The fashion show was 
a perfect way for me to start a pre-
career portfolio and to pursue my 
goal.”

The tickets were $5 for general 
admission and $8 for VIP seating. 
VIP got priority seating and an in-
vite to the post-show party in the 
lobby, which catered by a local 
Columbian restaurant, Super Per-
ros. According to Harris, the profits 
may go to the creation of a schol-
arship for members of the club in 
upcoming years.

Harris considers herself very 
lucky to have this “passion for 
fashion” because it has given her 
many opportunities that she would 
have never gotten otherwise. By 
attending Miami’s Fashion Week, 
she learned a lot about the business 
side of the industry and got an over-
whelming amount of support and 
encouragement for her own fashion 
show. 

“They offered me tips on things 
I would have never thought of my-
self,” Harris said. 

“I got offered another intern-
ship, in Barcelona, which I would 
do anything to take. Experience is 
everything.”

Harris believes the show was a 
huge success. 

Considering many people have 
never been to a fashion show, Har-
ris said it is a way to get the com-
munity involved in a different form 
of art than Tallahassee usually of-
fers. 

DISALVO
FROM PAGE 1

He has only been in the SGA 
class for one year, but the many 
leadership activities he is involved 
with outside of school inspired him 
to run for a leadership position.

DiSalvo is not only a mem-
ber of Youth Leadership Tallahas-
see, an FCA leader and the student 
school board representative, he is a 
two-year varsity soccer player and 
member of Mane Event.

His peers are concerned that he 
could overwork himself in an at-
tempt to accomplish his goals.

“He will definitely have to 
make sure he’s not spreading him-
self too thin,” student body presi-
dent Cameron Paul said. 

DiSalvo believes that thorough 
scheduling through use of calen-
dars will be one of the keys to his 
success. 

“I do think, however, it’s very 
important to not take yourself too 
seriously,” DiSalvo said. “That’s 
key for any leadership position.” 

SGA representative Joshua 
Stewart says that DiSalvo’s stron-
gest attributes are that he is person-
able, well-spoken, and that he truly 
understands what his role will be 
next year.

Stewart is adamant that the 
leader of the school should not just 
be a spokesperson for SGA or only 
be known for pep rallies.

“Carlton has the mind set of a 
cheerleader, promoter and admin-
istrator and he does all three very 
well,” Stewart said. “He under-
stands how all of these work and 
will be able to implement them 
well.”

Primarily, DiSalvo hopes to 
leave a lasting legacy.

 “I really want to make an im-
print on Leon’s future,” DiSalvo 
said. 

Sophomore Piper Goldman models a patterned jumpsuit and gold tassel 
belt. The outfit is paired with a cobalt Calvin Klein bag. 

Sammy Fadool 
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Please don’t be a hallway blocker
Caroline Zapert

Editorial Editor

To many, traditional ideas of success and 
societal order have always warranted criti-
cal examination. From Cleisthenes to Jesus 
to Mandela, such critical views have histori-
cally engineered massive amounts of posi-
tive social change. Accordingly, as America 
becomes more and more progressive and 
equitable, critical views of the mainstream 
mores surrounding the concept of “success” 
are becoming increasingly common, as peo-
ple begin to question the merits of apathy, 
consumerism and greed.  

Now, don’t get me wrong here. In con-
text, the pursuit of money is not an inher-
ently bad thing. We all want to eat, to pro-
vide for our children, to have good health 
insurance (all of which, I think, should be 
basic human rights guaranteed by any soci-
ety with the means to provide them.) And in 
that regard, I think there is--limited--value 
to the concept of the “American Dream”. 

But too much focus on money--such as 
what inevitably arises as a product of our 
fixation on the American Dream--almost in-
variably breeds societal ills: there’s a reason 
that nearly every major world religion con-
demns greed, with Christianity going so far 

as to say it is practically impossible for the 
wealthy to gain access to heaven (Matthew. 
19:24). Greed leads to human rights abuses, 
environmental destruction, and the com-
modification and mass production (and, as 
an economic result, cheap-
ening) of life’s more tran-
scendental or--for the more 
secularly minded--emo-
tionally significant experi-
ences. And that’s not even 
beginning to allude to the 
massively complex systems 
of inequality and of the de-
valuation of the lives of the 
poor that systems reliant on 
greed create.

It’s time to get real 
here: sooner or later, we’re 
all going to be in the same place: dead.  And, 
if the elderly are to be believed, the end will 
seem to come upon us in a shockingly short 
period of time. So, I don’t know about the 
rest of you, but I’m not going to spend my 
precious time in this world obsessing over 
status or power or class or wealth, over es-
tablishing myself as somehow “better” than 
others who may be conventionally “less suc-
cessful” than I. 

To be prideful, to think that you are bet-

ter than any other human being making their 
way through this crazy, haphazard existence, 
fraught with situational struggles and ineq-
uities, is laughably egotistical. No, I would 
argue that the time we have on this planet is 

much better spent investing: not 
in abusive global corporations, 
nor in an economic system that 
is by its nature unsustainable, nor 
in flawed rankings of human val-
ue, nor in endlessly exhausting 
global power grabs and divisive 
networks of nationalism, but in 
things whose beneficial impacts 
will outlast us, that will mean-
ingly contribute to human quality 
of life, when at last unto dust we 
return. 

 Things that will benefit our 
children, our friends, our communities, our 
biosphere. Things that will matter, at least 
insofar as anything we do in this incredibly 
ephemeral life can matter. 

Imagine--just imagine-- if we defied the 
preexisting narrative that seems to define 
(and excuse) much of modern human con-
duct. If we put as much focus on making the 
world a better place, on alleviating social ills 
and expanding health care, on creating sys-
tems of education that foster independent and 

critical thinking, on investing in sustainable 
agricultural infrastructure and equity in de-
veloping worlds, as we do on fueling wars, 
fighting for power, making excuses for ineq-
uity, and on raising our bottom line. 

I will be the first to admit that this vi-
sion is endlessly naive. There is no way that 
we could create a society that even pretends 
to equity, sustainability, and true investment 
in the betterment of all human life over the 
course of our lifetimes. But our generation 
is a powerful one. We represent, I think, a 
positive turning point in modern majority 
values, and each and every one of us has it 
within our power to get that ball rolling, in 
our own way. The world needs us. And we 
need to come through. 

In closing, I’ll leave you with a quote 
by Ralph Waldo Emerson that, to me, rings 
beautifully true: “To laugh and love much; 
to win the respect of intelligent persons and 
the affection of children; to appreciate beau-
ty; to find the best in others; to give oneself; 
to leave the world a lot better whether by a  
healthy child, a garden patch, or a redeemed 
social condition; to have played and laughed 
with enthusiasm and sung with exultation; 
to know even one life has breathed easier 
because you have lived--this is to have suc-
ceeded.” 

High school students see all 
kinds of cliques. Jocks, preps, 
band kids, mathletes - we know 
the stereotypes. 

Everyone finds their niche, 
and one can usually avoid people 
in other social circles. But schools 
globally have birthed a new breed 
of evil - hall hogs. 

And, admittedly, it isn’t the 
most reliable (or school-appro-
priate) source, but Urban Diction-
ary offers multiple definitions for 
“hallway blocker.”

The most applicable defini-
tion for the halls of Leon is un-
doubtedly, “hallway blocker (n.) 
- A slow-walking [individual] that 
waddles like a penguin through 
the school hallways.”

Although this definition is 
painfully relatable and makes me 
chuckle softly to myself, Urban 
Dictionary failed to note that, 
while there are certainly people 
who simply walk slow, there are 
people who don’t move at all. 

Ever since we’ve been at 
Leon, clusters of people have 
crowded the hallways, which con-

sequently ruins that six-minute 
time slot for each passerby. 

Emphasis on “pass” in the 
term passerby, because it is exact-
ly the opposite of what these road-
blocking individuals do. 

The primary hub of traffic at 
Leon is, without a doubt, the first 
floor hallway by the cafeteria. 

It happens immediately fol-
lowing lunch, to be specific. You 
know the one. 

Threatening the lives of those 
who are not courteous enough to 
allow students to get to class on 
time deems itself a plan that takes 

it too far. 
Besides, we all know that 

Leon probably can’t afford to 
drive bulldozers down the hall-
ways anyway.  

A group of students even go 
so far as to sit on the stairs in the 
mornings before school and in be-
tween classes. 

I used to think that this went 
without saying, but that’s gross. 
For lack of a better term, that’s 
just... Gross. 

If only they knew how many 
feet walk on those stairs daily. I’m 
cringing.

Don’t you have somewhere to 
be? Why are you lying there? Are 
you tired?

I could ask the same to those 
who lean on lockers. I don’t use 
a locker, but I can’t imagine the 
frustrations of those who do. 

PDA. Please get off of each 
other. Holding hands is tolerable 
up until the point where a couple is 
strung out across the hallway like 
a paper chain. 

The most extreme conse-
quence of this would be not being 

able to graduate.  
Preposterous, I know, but it 

could certainly be feasible for an 
unfortunate soul faced with strict 
teachers and stationary hallways.

Three tardies equate to one 
late. Four lates make one unex-
cused absence. Four unexcused 
absences in a particular class add 
up to an attendance failure, which, 
if not cleared by the attendance of-
fice, could cost one their cap and 
gown.

Bulldozer, anyone?

“...to have played 
and laughed with 
enthusiasm and 
sung with exul-
tation; to know 

even one life has 
breathed easier 

because you have 
lived--this is to have 

succeeded.”
-R. W. Emerson

Stevenson Johnson



The one thing all four of the re-
tiring teachers can agree on is that 
they’ll miss the atmosphere of the 
Leon family.

Science teacher Steve Fannin, 
English teacher Pamela Garrett, 
Special Education teacher Marga-
ret Wood and Culinary Arts teacher 
Beth Gladden will all call it quits at 
the end of the school year.

Fannin taught at Lincoln for 
31 years and switched over to Leon 
at the beginning of the 2014-2015 
year because he liked working with 
the administration.

In 2011, Fannin was nominated 
for a Presidential Award for Excel-
lence in Mathematics and Science, 
which is only given to 50 people a 
year: one for each state.

For the past two years, Fannin 
has also been working at Florida 
State University.

His major goal in retirement is 
to travel and not waste his time. 

Recently, at the Big Bend Leon 
County Association of Science 
Teachers Awards Banquet, he was 
offered a part-time job as an intern 
supervisor, but he has to wait a year 
within the Florida Retirement Sys-
tem in order to start working again. 

“I don’t want to sit around and 
do nothing,” Fannin said. “I think 
teaching will always be a passion 
of mine.”

Fannin plans to stay in Talla-
hassee and spend his time fishing, 

golfing and relaxing. 
“I’m definitely going to miss 

the classroom environment and the 
way that students make my days 
interesting and challenging.” Fan-
nin said.

Prior to coming to Leon 10 
years ago, Garrett  taught at A. 
Crawford Mosley High   School for 
24 years.

The one 
thing that 
Garrett will 
miss most 
about Leon is 
the environ-
ment that sur-
rounds her on 
a daily basis.

Through-
out her teach-
ing career, 
Garrett has 
been a spon-
sor for the 
yearbook pro-
gram at both 
Mosley and Leon. Garrett passed 
the sponsorship to Michelle McFat-
ter, who teaches AP Language Arts 
and American Literature across the 
hall from her.

“I loved teaching yearbook,” 
Garrett said. “When I taught it, be-
ing able to really know the kids was 
one of the best parts of the year.”

Garrett’s husband retired from 
his job as an aviation mechanic 
years ago and they are planning on 
spending their time in North Caro-
lina, where they bought a vacation 
house. 

They also plan on spending 
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Multiple teachers say goodbye 

Olk moves forward in life Toliver plans to move 
back home

Libby Olk, who teaches 
history and psychology, is 
leaving for Madison, Missis-
sippi at the end of the school 
year so that she can be with 
her husband.

Olk got married on May 
9 and officially changed her 
name to Libby Hatchett.

“I don’t know why I 
planned to have (the wed-
ding) at the end of the school 
year,” Olk said. “I had every-
thing planned for the wed-
ding, but it was still the most 
stressful time of year for my 
students and I because of AP 
tests and end of course ex-
ams.”

Olk taught at Leon for 
four years. Although she 
is certified to teach pre-k 
through third grade and mid-
dle school to high school, 
Olk’s goal is to continue her 
high school teaching in Mis-
sissippi.

She was the sponsor for 
the National History Honor 
Society, otherwise known as 
Rho Kappa, and was also the 
coach of the  cheer leading 
squad.

She does not know who 

will be the new sponsor for 
Rho Kappa, but the cheer 
squad has been run mostly 
by two Florida State Univer-
sity cheerleaders for much 
of the current school year as 
Olk was busy planning her 
wedding.

“It’s been hard without 
her there all the time,” said 
Amber Whitfield, who was 
one of the cheer captains for 
the team. “The program is 
still doing okay, but it’s not 
the same without her there.  
We’ll miss her.”

Olk was the cheer coach 
for all four years of her 
teaching career.

“I’ll definitely miss the 
environment at Leon,” Olk 
said. “The students and staff 

Michaela 
Westmoreland
Features Editor

Michaela 
Westmoreland
Features Editor

English teacher Stepha-
nie Toliver will be leaving 
the Leon family in order to 
move closer to her family in 
Atlanta. 

Toliver will be teaching 
ninth grade English at Miller 
Grove High School in Litho-
nia, Georgia.

Toliver plans on putting 
her soon to be two-year-old 
son in a Montessori School, 
which teaches young chil-
dren educational 
life skills, such 
as cleaning up 
and tying shoes, 
alongside their 
education. 

She is the 
sponsor for the 
freshman class 
and has been for 
the four years she 
has been teach-
ing.

Although she 
will be leaving 
behind the target 
team, which is a 
group of teachers 
who have come 

more time with family in Tallahas-
see.

“There’s a lot that I can’t wait 
to do,” Garrett said. “But you never 
close a door. There’s always room 
to do something else along the 
way.”

Garrett also has been running a 
blog called “Pass the Honey” for a 

year and plans to 
keep it up during  
her retirement.

To Garrett, 
the thought of 
getting to start 
over every Au-
gust and being 
able to improve 
her teaching life 
are things that 
she will miss the 
most.

“I think it 
will all hit me 
next August 
when I don’t 
have to get up for 

the new school year,” Garrett said. 
“I might come back, I might not.  I 
guess I’ll just have to wait and see.”

Exceptional Student Educator 
(ESE) Margaret Wood, much like 
Garrett, has bought a house on the 
water of Ochlockonee River Bay 
and plans to spend her time there 
with her husband Michael. 

Wood has been teaching for 38 
years in both Georgia and Florida, 
but the majority of her teaching 
years have been at Rickards and 
Leon High School.

“I’ve always wanted to teach 
special ed.,” Wood said. “I picked 

together to work with stu-
dents of the lowest grading 
quartile, and the Leon Elite, 
a club made specifically to 
get students who don’t par-
ticularly like to read to open 
a book, she is still set that ev-
erything will be fine. 

“I don’t think it will be 
a big issue to leave,” Toliver 
said. “So many teachers vol-
untarily help with the Leon 
Elite and the target team. I 
don’t even think finding a 
sponsor for the freshmen 
class is a problem. Every-
thing will be fine.”

Michaela 
Westmoreland
Features Editor

make the whole place feel 
like a nice little family.” 

Some of Olk’s friends, 
who are teachers within the 
Social Studies department, 
threw her a bridal shower.  
Olk has also had an engage-
ment party, two other bridal 
showers and a “wedding is 
almost here” party.

“Having parties with all 
of my friends really made me 
happy,” Olk said. “They’ve 
been so supportive.”

 As the end of the school 
year arrives, Olk has become 
more emotional and she be-
lieves that the last day of 
school will be the most dif-
ficult.

“It’s all starting to be-
come real,” Olk said.

a college that specifically offered 
that.”

Every year, Wood takes her 
students on four field trips, and they 
always end up at a beach in Wakul-
la county.

“My students can be challeng-
ing,” Wood said tearfully. “But 
they always seem grateful. It’s re-
ally been a wonderful experience 
and I’m going to miss it, but it’ll be 
okay.

“I really couldn’t ask for any-
thing more.”

Another teacher who will be 
retiring is Culinary Arts teacher 
Beth Gladden who has been teach-

She believes that the 
Leon family is something 
she will miss the most, as 
well as her classroom which 
has its own water fountain 
and bathroom.

“I work well with the 
faculty at Leon and I don’t 
know if I will have that same 
experience at Miller Grove,” 
Toliver said. 

“I’ll miss my students, 
I’ve gotten to know some of 
them and have convinced me 
that Leon has some excep-
tional kids.

“They‘re one of a kind.”

“I don’t want to 
sit around and 
do nothing. I 

think teaching 
will always be a 

passion of mine.”
Steve Fannin

Libby Olk with her newlywed husband Brandon Hatchett at 
their engagement picnic.

  Libby Olk

ing for 37 years. 
Gladden has taught throughout 

Florida, in Miami, Fort Lauderdale 
and Tallahassee’s own Cobb Mid-
dle School and Leon High School.

She took a break from teaching 
for 10 years to work in the Depart-
ment of Education, but came back 
to teaching because of the interac-
tion with the school.

“I love seeing the light bulb go 
on for my students,” Gladden said. 
“It tells me that my teaching works.  

“It is always good to know that 
your students will be able to apply 
what they’ve learned to the real 
world.”

Congratulations to 
the Class of 2015!
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Biology teacher Mat-
thew Guyton has been work-
ing at Leon for 17 years, 
and also taught previously 
at Griffin Middle School for 
five years. 

At Griffin, Guyton 
taught English, but he 
switched to science when he 
transferred to Leon.

Guyton switched sub-
jects because he didn’t like 
how the creative side of 
English was being driven out 
due to the start of standard-
ized testing. 

“I’m also not very good 
at grading papers, and as an 
English teacher you have to 
be,” Guyton said. 

Guyton prefers teach-
ing science over English 
because engaging and get-
ting kids to like English is a 
challenge.  

Guyton’s students have 
the same viewpoint. 

“My previous teach-
ers made me hate science 
classes but Guyton makes it 
interesting,” senior Rebecca 
Clendinen said. 

“He doesn’t give mind-
less bookwork and actually 

makes you think.”  
Guyton enjoys teaching 

and hopes that his students 
enjoy it as well. 

“It’s practically impossi-
ble for kids to not get excited 
about science,” Guyton said. 

Guyton was Leon’s 
2010-11 Teacher of the Year. 
This year, he received the 
title of Big Bend Science 
Teacher of the Year. 

Guyton also has a pet 
snake in his classroom. 

“I’m not very good at 
taking care of warm-blooded 
animals,” Guyton said. 

“If babies only ate once 
a month, I probably would 
have had one of my own by 
now.”

Guyton attended the 
University of Florida for two 
years, and then transferred 
to Florida State University. 
Guyton worked with kids 
during college at day cares, 
which influenced him to be-
come a teacher. 

“Mr. Guyton truly enjoys 
what he teaches,” sophomore 
Caroline Kirk said. “His 
screen saver changes every 
day to a new funny scientific 
picture, and he is constantly 
keeping us updated on all the 
science in the news.”

Maribeth McClenny
Online Editor

Guyton likes science 
because he is constantly 
amazed by what is being 
discovered, rediscovered, 
and explored. 

“The pace of progress 
lately has been remarkable, 
especially with medical and 
genetic advancements,” 
Guyton said. 

“It’s going to be a very 
interesting world.”

Guyton also enjoys cre-
ative writing 
and reading.

G u y t o n 
has a special 
tradition for 
his AP Biol-
ogy students. 

If the stu-
dents score 
higher than 
the previous 
year’s class, 
then he gets a 
tattoo. 

“The first 
year I did it, 
the students 
scored 1 per-
cent higher,” 
Guyton said. 

“It was an 
experience I 
did not want 
to forget.”

Guyton: man of many trades
Guyton cur-

rently teaches AP 
Biology and Gen-
eral Biology.

“I would love 
for every student 
to leave my class 
with a desire to 
be more curious 
about the world 
because,” he said,  
“there are some 
really amazing 
things out there.”

Congratulations to the Class 
of 2015!

Come see us for all of your automobile needs.
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Will Rasmussen
Sports Editor

Will Rasmussen
Sports Editor

If you grew up loving sports like I did, 
you probably had it in your head at some 
point that you were going to play in the Na-
tional Football League or the National Bas-
ketball Association.

You probably thought that you were go-
ing to be the next Michael Jordan or the next 
Peyton Manning.

 You believed that playing a professional 
sport was the only way that you were going 
to make it in life.

Well, that is not even remotely possible. 
As the voice on the commercial says:  “There 
are over 400,000 NCAA student-athletes, 
and most of us will go pro in something other 
than sports.”

“For many athletes, the idea they will 
one day play at the professional level is a 
seed that is planted long before they’re even 
approached by colleges,” said Gershon Te-
nenbaum, a sports psychology professor at 
Florida State University.

According to www.insidehighered.com 
just over three percent of high school men’s 
and women’s basketball players make it to 
the NCAA.

About six percent of high school football 
players go on to play for a college team.

It’s a “self-bias phenomenon,” Tenen-
baum said, exacerbated by the level of adula-
tion that surrounds successful athletes. Some 
athletes, he said, may be well aware of the 
NCAA’s research, but “this does not alter 
their belief, because they’re thinking, ‘I am 
not a statistic.”

This is the message that I want to get 
across to Leon’s athletes, especially the se-
niors. There are more options than just sports. 
College and professional athletics are not for 
everyone and they are hardly for anyone.

That is just the nature of the beast. When 
an athlete makes it to the collegiate level he 
or she has already been more successful than 
97 percent of his or her peers.

I know this is a message that many ath-
letes don’t want to hear, but the fact of the 
matter is, the odds are stacked against ath-
letes. 

Instead of thinking about how you are 
going to continue playing your sport, think 
about what you are going to do when you fin-
ish playing. Think about the next chapter in 
your life. 

If all you can think about is sports, then 
pick sports as your career choice. Major in 
sports management or sports marketing. Be-
come an athletic director or a sports informa-
tion director.

The chances of playing professional 
sports may be slim, but the chances of work-
ing in sports increases annually. Sports are a 
billion-dollar industry, and it is not going to 
go away any time soon. 

So if you like sports, you can stay in the 
arena without playing on the field.

If you can’t work in sports without play-
ing then find another career choice or hobby. 
There have been many athletes who have 
gone on to do great things on many different 
platforms.

Myron Rolle, a former Florida State safe-
ty destined for the NFL, opted for a Rhodes 
Scholarship and an Oxford education. I am 
not saying you should give up on your dream.

But you should not hesitate to find an-
other one.

Thirty years ago, if some-
one told Andrew Wills he 
would be a track and cross 
country coach, he would have 
laughed in their face.

 Wills has always had a 
passion for running, but the 
idea of becoming a cross coun-
try coach was a little bit far-
fetched. Wills was a distance 
runner for the  Leon track and 
cross country teams in the ear-
ly 80’s; but, after graduation, 
he had other plans.

In 1984, he packed his 
bags for basic training, and 
running was the last thing that 
came across his mind. After 
two years of service and 18 
months overseas in Germany, 
Wills decided that maybe the 
Army wasn’t for him. In Au-
gust of 1986, he packed his 
bags again, heading back to Tal-
lahassee.

The idea of being a track and cross coun-
try coach may not have been his goal, but 
running and coaching were in his blood.

Wills’ father was on the cross country 
coaching staff at Florida State in the 1980’s 
and his mother was the head cross country 
coach and a geometry teacher at Leon for 
over 30 years. She won three state champion-
ships during her tenure as a coach.

Three years following his mother’s re-
tirement from coaching in 1999, Andrew 
finally decided to take the path that he was 
grandfathered into. 

He began as a volunteer coach for the 

Lions in 2002. After taking over as the head 
cross country coach in 2006, Wills led the 
Lions to three consecutive state titles: 2007, 
2008 and 2009. 

“I never would have thought I would 
coach cross country or track,” Wills said,  
“but winning three state titles in a row as a 
coach is my greatest accomplishment.”

Wills has now been coaching at Leon for 
10 years and most would say he found his 
calling. He has won three state champion-
ships in cross country, and he led Leon to a 
second place finish at the FHSAA State Fi-
nals in 2015 for cross country and for track.  

He has coached two All-
American runners and two 
Florida Gatorade Cross-
Country Runners of the 
Year (Matt Mizereck and 
Sukhi Khosla). 

Mizereck is now on 
scholarship at Florida State 
and Khosla will be on full 
scholarship at Oklahoma 
State University in the fall. 

Khosla had nothing but 
kind words to say about his 
coach and mentor.

 “Apart from being the 
best coach in the country, he 
has been a friend and men-
tor of mine for a long four 
years,” Khosla said.

“He has been there for 
me and put in the hours for 
me when no one else would, 
I have nothing but deep re-
spect for him.”

The bond between Kho-
sla and Wills is strong, but 
Wills has had the opportunity 
to coach and mentor many 

different athletes.
“Seeing them work hard and progress as 

runners is the most rewarding part of it all,” 
Wills said.

Wills has molded the track and cross 
country programs after the way his mom led 
them. 

“My mom has had a great impact on me 
becoming a coach,” Wills said. “She coached 
me as a runner all of my life.”

Wills is certainly glad he became a cross 
country coach.

“I just hope I can take my passion and 
pass it on to other runners,” Wills said.

Every morning before school, Curtis 
would run six miles from his house to the 
airport and back. He practiced basketball for 
five-and-a-half hours on school days and for 
12 on Saturdays. 

He shot 1,500 free throws a day, which 
helped him sink 92 percent on game days and 
once score 53 points against Port St. Joe his 
senior year.

“I put in the work,” he said. “I expected 
to have 285 scholarship offers.”

Curtis put in hard work in the classroom 
as well. At 17, he was already beginning his 
freshman year of college at UCLA and was 
ready to become mentally mature.  

He would go from practice to the library, 
reading and studying for six-to-eight hours 
every day.

While addressing the students at Leon 
last month, Curtis made a lasting impact on 
the students and not much of it had to do with 
basketball.

“It’s the AAA Insurance of your life,” he 
said. “Attitude. Academics. Athletics. Notice 
that basketball is the last one.”

It was Curtis’s attitude, not just about 
basketball, but about life, that distinguished 
him from others. 

He knew what it took to be successful. 
Curtis could have easily continued his career 
in professional basketball, but one individual 
made him realize there was more to life.

“When I first got to UCLA, everyone 
was going on and doing it, but then I met 
Mike Warren,” Curtis said.

“He said, ‘You’ve got to quit chasing 
everyone else’s dream. Do like you did it in 
high school and chase your own dream. Did 

CURTIS
FROM PAGE 1

you plan on playing in the NBA when you 
came to UCLA?’ [No,] I planned on taking 
on the family business.”

After Curtis received his masters at 
UCLA, he did just that.

That decision made Curtis one of the best 
to leave Florida and then return to home. 

He used his knowledge and his experi-
ence to make a difference in the world and 
in the state.

“We’ve got to come back to our commu-
nities and give back what we’ve learned,” he 
said. “We’ve got use our education and skills 
to reach our communities.

“We have to 
teach empower-
ment and getting 
along with every-
body, regardless 
of color, culture, 
creed, national ori-
gin and religion.”

Curtis has ac-
complished a lot, 
but having his high 
school jersey cer-
emoniously retired 
is a moment he 
will cherish for-
ever.

“Having my 
number retired 
and being back at 
Leon High School 
is my greatest ac-
complishment,” he 
said. 

Going pro is 
not the only 

option

The track and field team finished second at the state meet, its best 
showing since 1923.

photo courtesy of Andrew Wills
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Tennis team makes history

The Leon boys’ varsity tennis 
team fell short of its ultimate goal 
last month when it did not win a 
state championship, but it still made 
history with its runner-up finish, the 
highest in school history.

Leon’s road to the state finals 
was relatively easy as it captured 
district and regional titles while 
dropping just one individual match.

In early March, the Lions also 
captured their sixth consecutive 
city championship.

“We were head and shoulders 
above the competition at cities, dis-
tricts and regionals,” coach Kevin 
Record said. “We met our match at 
states though.”

The formidable opponent was 
Wiregrass Ranch, which is located 
in a talent-rich area in central Flor-
ida.

The Lions were led at the state 
tournament, in singles order, by ju-
nior Will Stone, senior Brian Wil-
son, junior Drew Brown, senior 

Brennan Abramowitz and junior 
Matt Stout. 

Stone and Abramowitz lost in 
the first round to very formidable 
opponents. 

In fact, Stone fought hard in his 
6-3, 6-2 loss to a phenom named 
Augustino Moreno, who is ranked 
among the top 300 junior players 
in the world. Moreno also won the 
Mexican Junior Olympics at age 
16.

“I stayed with him for most 
of the first set, and won way more 
games than expected,” Stone said. 
“Although I lost, I was very happy 
with how I played.”

Wilson advanced to the semi-
finals, and both Brown and Stout 
made it all the way to the finals.

 Brown described his match in 
the finals as very long and emotion-
al in the first set. 

“In the second set I started 
thinking, I can actually do this; 
I can win state,” Brown said. “I 
thought I had it but I didn’t. It was 
tough.”

The team had similar success 
in the doubles portion of the tour-
nament. 

The No. 1 doubles team of 
Wilson and Stone advanced to the 
semifinals against Jensen Beach, 
which went on to win the first divi-
sion. 

The No. 2 doubles team of 
Brown and Abramowitz defeated 
Jensen Beach in the opening round 
and Bartram Trail in the semifinals 
before falling to Wiregrass Ranch 

Hannah Rodriguez
Sports Editor

Left to right: Matthew Stout, Will Stone, Josh Saunders, Cameron Paul, Josh Arthurs, Austin Peppers, Ronnie Nicholson, 
Brennan Abramowitz, coach Kevin Record, Brian Wilson, Ben Dowling, Drew Brown, and Scott Epting.

Freshman breaks 
school record 

Traci Creel
Sports Writer

Records are made to be broken, 
but it doesn’t happen often and it’s 
even more rare when it’s done by a 
freshman.

Yet that’s exactly what fresh-
man Maddie Powell did, setting 
a new school mark in the girls 
300-meter hurdles.

“This school is really old,” ath-
letic director Mark Feely said. “We 
also have a lot of records, so when a 

Powell sets new 
300-meter

hurdles mark

student breaks one it is a really big 
deal.” 

During the FSU relays, Powell 
set the new record with a time of 
46.90 seconds. 

The previous record of 47.72 
seconds was established in 2013 by 
Triniti Russell.

In addition to establishing one 
school record, Powell came ex-
tremely close to beating a second 
mark this season.

“We are very proud of Maddie 
for this accomplishment,” Feely 
said. “It makes it super special with 
her almost breaking two records in 
one season, as well as being an un-
derclassmen.”

Feely is excited to see what 
Powell will accomplish next year 

and hopes to see her “break her 
own record.”

In 2013, Sam Skrob set the 
100-meter hurdles record with a 
time of 17.06 seconds.

Powell nearly broke that mark 
with a time of 17.10 seconds.

Her performance, however, did 
gain her a first-place finish.

Along with participating in the 
girls 100- and 300-meter hurdles, 
Powell also competed in the girls 
400-meter dash.

At the Jimmy Everett Invita-
tional, Powell placed third with a 
time of 1:04.79. 

Powell began running in the 
sixth grade at Holy Comforter Mid-
dle School. 

“I just thought that it would be 
really interesting,” Powell said. 

Because she’s just a freshman, 
Powell hasn’t thought much yet 
about college.

“I’m not exactly sure of where 
I’d want to go,” Powell said. “I also 
don’t know if I’d want to continue 
running in college.”

Powell was also one of four 
freshman on the varsity soccer 
team.

“Even though I may not run in 
college, I’d like to play soccer if I 
get the chance,” Powell said.

courtesy of Leon Tennis

in the finals. 
“I just kept telling them to 

embrace the competition,” Record 
said. “It was a lot of fun, and you 
rarely have those experiences.”

Record said one of the most 
notable contributions the team 
made this year was bringing a col-
lege culture to high school tennis. 

“We established a culture this 
year where when you walked up, it 
felt like a team sport,” Record said. 
“The kids who were not playing 

were making a lot of noise, and re-
ally helping their teammates out.”

The players recall Record tell-
ing them to make sure they “enjoy 
it; you’ll remember this for the rest 
of your life.”

Wilson says when it was over, 
all the memories of the season came 
rushing back to him.                       

This was the most upsetting 
part for him and all his teammates: 
the affirmation that the season was 
truly over.

“Most of us have been play-
ing with each other forever,” Stone 
said. “This is the last time we’ll 
play with this group of people, 
which is pretty heartbreaking.”

Record says this was arguably 
one of the best teams he’s ever had. 

“We had such a well balanced 
team,” Record said. “We had five 
good horses, not just one. If they 
played any other Leon team from 
the past, my money would be on 
them.”

Lions place 
second in  

Class 3A state 
champion-

ships 
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celebrating the class of 2015

A LION’S LEGACY
President’s Pen

Dear Class 
of 2015,

The time has come for you to 
graduate.  You have completed all of the 
requirements necessary to receive your 
diploma, that is if you have cleared up 
all of your unexcused absences, turned 
in all of your textbooks, paid all of your 
fees, and show up to graduation practice 
on time.  It is amazing how fast the last 
four years have gone by.

On Thursday, May 28, 2015 at 
approximately 7:45 p.m. we will begin 
calling the names of the Class of 2015, 
and you will walk across the stage at 
the Leon County Civic Center and 
join the family of thousands of Leon 
High School alumni.  This is a rather 
prestigious family, and I am convinced 
that each of you will add your own 
unique contribution.

On behalf of the entire Leon High 
School faculty and staff, I congratulate 
each of you on your accomplishment 
and I challenge you to not let high 
school graduation be the end of your 
educational career.  I encourage you to 
continue your education whether it is in 
college, technical school, the military, 
or any advanced training program.  Be 
a life-long student.  Education and hard 
work are the keys to your success.

Finally, I ask that you always 
remember where you came from.  You 
are now and always will be a Leon Lion.

Go Big Red!

SENIOR EDITION

As I waited my turn on stage, I stood 
there shaking, but unmoving. The candi-
date before me was answering a question. 
My hands were sweating as I heard my 
name called. It was my turn to answer a 
question.

I took my first step toward the 
microphone, but then it happened. I 
heard you. I heard all of you, chanting, 
“OPIEEEEEEE!” It was at that moment 
that I knew this stage, representing this 
school, was right where I belonged.

As nervous as I was, the support from 
all of you in the crowd carried me. The 
support from you - the Student Body. And 
amazingly, the support didn’t end on that 
stage. With your votes, I was elected Stu-
dent Body President. I was overwhelmed 
with gratitude when I heard my name 
called over the announcements as your 
new President. That announcement was 
when the last, but most important, chapter 
of high school started for me.

Let me take this opportunity to thank 
you, the Student Body.  You made this the 
BEST chapter.

My term began when the seniors left 
last year and I had to close out the year. 
It carried over into the summer where I 
spoke at a few of the city and state com-
mission meetings as well as a school board 
meeting. During Freshmen Orientation, I 
accidentally introduced the freshmen as 
the class of 2019... Oops. Sorry, freshmen.
Once school officially started though, my 
life changed completely.

 One of my favorite things about this 
senior year was simply walking through 
the hallways.  Hearing dozens of, “Hey, 
man” or “What’s up, Opie?” was just an 
awesome feeling. I got the chance to meet 
so many of you over four years, but espe-
cially this year. It is now a surprise to me 
when I see someone whom I have never 
met. In a school of 2,000-plus students, I 
never expected that to happen. But being 
able to talk to people of every friend and 
social group is a true privilege. I’m now 
friends with teachers that I know I’ll come 
back to visit for years to come.

This year, I visited the other high 
schools around town and I can assure you - 
Leon is the best. It is as simple as that. 

 For example, we have the best sports 
teams in the region, 
even the state. I have 
had the opportunity 
to go to a lot of these 
games and cheer. It 
is awesome to cheer 
for all our teams with 
the rest of you Lions. 
You guys can get 
loud.

It is your spirit 
that really drives this 
school and sets us 
apart. When I walk 
into the gym on a pep 
rally day, I am blown 
away. It doesn’t matter if it was the first or 
the last; the sound of 2,000-plus students 
screaming their minds out is breathtaking 
and unforgettable. Being in the center of 
the gym during the middle of a pep rally... 
Well, it is something that is impossible to 
explain. Knowing that even with a micro-
phone and a speaker there is no way I can 

match how loud all of you are is incredible. 
I have spoken to students from every 

school in the county, and not a single other 
high school has a pep rally as exciting as 

ours. 
I did my best to 

follow in the foot-
steps of Seamus 
Toner and I hope 
you thought I did 
a decent job. I am 
certain that Carlton 
DiSalvo will bring 
even higher levels 
of enthusiasm and 
spirit.

I knew going 
into this year that I 
had to invent some-
thing to say at the 

end of the announcements. The first time 
you do the announcements to the entire 
school, I can assure you, it is nerve rack-
ing. I was shaking so bad just trying to hold 
the phone and read. Eventually it did be-
come easier and I had fun with it. I decided 
to create the “Quote of the Day.” I made 
a box so that everyone who wanted to 

Cameron Paul
Guest Writer

Student body 
president re-

flects on his year 
in office

could be featured over the announcements. 
Some people took the opportunity. A few 
of you went absolutely crazy with turning 
in quotes (Gabriel Robles). For everyone 
that did turn in quotes though, thank you. 
I had a lot of fun reading them all. I hope I 
was able to brighten up a few of your days. 
I really am going to miss doing the daily 
announcements.

Thank you to Mrs. Halpin and others 
who did the announcements for me while I 
was gone for other school events, or when 
I just straight up forgot. It happens with 
these silly brunch schedules.

I was lucky to be involved in as much 
as I was this year. Being Student Body 
President, Interact President, taking over 
as Gentlemen of Distinction President, be-
ing on the varsity tennis team (who killed 
it at the State championship this year), and 
an on/off member for other clubs has been 
a dream. I have met friends that I know I 
will keep for years to come and possibly 
forever.  I encourage you to do the same 
and get involved.

 I have tried to leave my positive lega-
cy at Leon and I also know that for the next 
six years I will be staring at all of you from 
the main lobby. Seriously though, Leon has 
improved me and I did my best to improve 
it. I have created memories here that will 
stay with me forever. 

I realize how fortunate I have been to 
be your Student Body President.

My sincere “Thank You” to all of you 
who have been there for me. You guys 
are amazing and you know who you are.  
Thanks for helping me write this latest life 
chapter. Yes, I am sad about closing it, but 
I am excited about moving on to the next 
one.

Who knows, maybe I will return one 
day (Mr. Epting, watch out). 

It truly has been an honor to have been 
your Student Body President.

Left: Cameron Paul in his senior portrait. 
Above: Paul’s freshman yearbook photo.

“I have created 
memories here that 
I will stay with me 

forever...the Student 
Body is my family 

and it will be incred-
ibly hard to say that 

final goodbye.” 

Rachel Joyner
Editor-in-Chief

Four years gone, a lifetime to go
Four years ago, we were all a little 

scared. It’s hard to generalize, but I think 
to an extent we were all a little alone too. 
Even if some groups flocked together, it 
seemed like these groups from middle 
school were protection from the big scary 
halls of Leon and its imposing teachers. 

Alone cannot describe us now. We’ve 
earned state titles, runner-up titles, interna-
tional titles, honors, and on and on -- to-
gether. 

We have accomplished much. We have 
formed new friendships and supported 
each other in our endeavors.

The more and more I learn about other 
schools in the area, the more I understand 
how deeply special Leon is. No other 
school has such powerful traditions like 
we do in spirit, sports, music programs and 
academics. 

And, paramount to all, when a class 
comes out of Leon, it comes out a family. 
We have our funny stories, funny groups, 
funny memories. We have history and ca-
maraderie and passion for Big Red. 

No other school has this happen every 
single year. I don’t know what it is -- may-
be it is the excitement we have walking 
through such historic halls or the nurturing 
we receive from whichever club sponsors 
or teachers we grow under. Maybe it’s the 
passion we have at pep rallies or the sing-
ing around the Lion. Maybe it’s our awe-
some Lions United program or the amazing 
coaches we have across the board. 

Of course, now our family scatters. 
We have grown together and now we must 
be strong apart. I have no doubt that we 
will accomplish amazing things, scattered 
across the world. 

We all have our whole lives ahead 

of us, something that our class has truly 
learned the value of. It is exciting and ter-
rifying, all at the same time. 

It has been an honor being the High 

Sella Kinch
Looks like he needs a fresh coat of paint. Rocky Hanna says these eyes are real 
Lion eyes, but I’m not sure that’s actually possible. I’ll believe it anyway.

Life’s Editor this year, one I will not forget. 
Writing for one last time,

Rachel Joyner

Billy Epting
Principal, Guest writer



Four Lions win Best and Brightest

Luca plans to 
travel the world 

Sports10 May 2015 The Leon High Life

Senior’s talent paves way for 
musical career 

Senior Wil Luca thrives on 
travel and adventure.

That’s why he will be attend-
ing the University of Edinburgh in 
Scotland, but not before traveling 
the world on a 56-foot boat.

In October, Luca will set sail 
from South America and ultimately 
end up in Australia 11 months later.

He learned about the chance to 
sail the world while working at a 
nearby summer camp. It was there 
that he learned about the website 
“findacrew.net.” It connects people 
to boat owners looking for a crew. 

Living on the boat will be 
relatively inexpensive, Luca said, 
because he plans to do work in ex-
change for part of his rent.

As for his peculiar college 
choice, Luca applied to 12 schools 
and was accepted by most of them.

In addition to the University of 
Edinburgh, he applied to the Uni-
versity of Melbourne in Australia.

“I want to get a good feel for 
different cultures,” Luca said. 

In 2013, Edinburgh had just 
a 10.7 percent acceptance rate. In 
2014, the school was ranked num-
ber 17 in the World University 
Rankings.

Luca said he gained acceptance 
because of his good grades and 
high Advanced Placement exam 
scores. He has taken 12 AP classes 
and has scored mostly fours. 

While visiting Edinburgh two 
months ago, Luca saw Leon gradu-
ate Tess Johnson and was able to 
speak to her. 

“A big appeal of studying in 
Scotland is the ability to travel 

Lauren Henderson
News Editor

Senior Aidan Berry is one of 
the most promising and talented 
students in the chorus program. 

He plans to study opera at ei-
ther the University of North Flor-
ida in Jacksonville or the Rudi E. 
Scheidt School of Music in Mem-
phis. 

Surprisingly, Berry has already 
become quite an expert in the mu-
sic field despite the fact that he did 
not start singing until his freshman 
year.

Once he did begin, he was ab-
sorbed by the music and friends he 
has met through the art. 

“I really enjoy the community 
and the people I’ve met along with 
the music,” Berry said.

He has taken as many chorus 
classes as possible throughout his 
four years, ranging up to four class-
es a year. 

The chorus department has nu-
merous classes  available, including 
the freshman Boys and Girls Cho-
ruses and Concert Chorale, which 
are requirements before students 
can audition to be part of groups 
such as Mane Event and Capital 
Singers. 

His favorite chorus group is 
Madrigals, a group of singers that 
dress and sing in classic styles of 
Renaissance culture. 

“My favorite type of music to 
sing is classical because it fits my 
voice best,” Berry said.

The Madrigals have had the 
opportunity to travel and sing all 
over Tallahassee, in renowned the-
aters such as Ruby Diamond on the 

campus of Florida State University. 
Berry has done solo perfor-

mances in various places, including 
Memphis, Orlando, Jacksonville 
and Miami.

 His dedication and love of mu-
sic is what has led him to also spend 
four summers at Leon performing 
on stage in the annual summer mu-
sical, an event featuring students 
and adults from all over the county. 

This summer’s show will be 
Phantom of the Opera, making 
Leon one of the first schools in Tal-
lahassee to present the dark and in-
tense musical. 

Berry will be playing the Phan-
tom, a sinister musical genius who 
slowly becomes obsessed with a 
young singer in the Paris Opera 
House. 

He is excited about the role, 

Sella Kinch
Features Editor

across Europe pretty easily because 
their public transport system is so 
good,” Luca said.  

Luca plans to study linguistics 
and social anthropology. Edinburgh 
is ranked number 3 in linguistics.  

He would like to be a translator 
abroad. 

“I want to study abroad be-
cause I believe it will help me grow 
more as a person,” Luca said. 

“Travel has always been a big 
interest of mine. No matter what I 
do in the future I want to be able 
to travel. I never want to be stuck 
behind a desk.” 

His parents wanted him to 
stay in Florida, but Luca obviously 
wants to explore the world.

In addition to his sailing excur-
sion, he would like to visit Africa 
and Southeast Asia. 

“I want to become more inde-
pendent,” Luca said. 

Right now, Luca is number 
nine in the senior class. 

Luca is in exchange groups and 
does independent study lessons. 

He can speak Spanish and is 
currently studying Danish using a 
program called Pimsleur. 

Luca has visited England, Cos-
ta Rica, Ecuador, Mexico and the 
Bahamas. 

Senior Kyle Buchholz has been 
friends with Luca for the past four 
years. 

“Wil is an extremely dedicated 
person,” Buchholz said. 

“When he sets his mind on 
something, he gets it done. His 
dreams seem to change on a weekly 
basis. 

“But, this one appears to be the 
one that stuck.”

seeing it as his finale for his musi-
cal career at Leon. 

“The part itself is amazing,” 
Berry said. “The music is difficult 
and has an emotional aspect that 
most music can’t express clearly.”

Working alongside him this 
summer is Kat Kirby, one of the 
talented students who has the op-
portunity to play Christine, the 
young soprano who captures the 
Phantom’s interest.

She feels honored and excited 
to be working closely with Berry.

“His voice is perfection and 
he’s everything you’d want the 
Phantom to be,” Kirby said. 

Along with excitement for the 
challenging music, Berry looks for-
ward to tackling the acting needed 
to express the tortured and mysteri-
ous persona of the Phantom.

Maxx Marshall
Drama & Performing Arts

Mary Dixon
English

Muireall Brown
Journalism 

Rachel Joyner
Science & Health

“[At Camp Ridgecrest] ser-
vitude became habit. Joy 

became irrepressible... It set 
a precedent for my senior 
year, and hopefully for the 

trajectory of my life.”

“This concept of true altru-
ism sparked [an] interest in 

me. I then strove to lead [Ex-
changettes] and to emulate 

its kindness.”

“PeaceJam taught me things 
about the world and human-
ity that I had never known, 
causing me to become sig-
nificantly more interested in 

numerous problems...”

“Giving others an outlet to 
share personal struggles and 

dreams with other people 
anonymously seems to be a 
powerful gift - one that I am 

proud to have given...”
Photos and quotes from Best & Brightest



Seniors sign letters of intent

D’Anfernee McGriff
McGriff will continue his football 

career at the University of Florida. He 
finished his Leon career with 1,106 
passing yards, 2,806 rushing yards, 
238 receiving yards and 44 touch-

downs. McGriff is the first Leon foot-
ball player to receive an Under Ar-

mour All-America game invitation. He 
chose the University of Florida over 

14 other scholarship 
offers.

Mac Carey 
Carey will continue his college foot-
ball career at Florida International 

University. Carey lettered in both bas-
ketball and football for the Lions. He 
finished his basketball career averag-
ing 4.3 points per game along with 
five receptions for 94 yards on the 

football field. He will play tight end/
fullback for the Panthers. He chose 
FIU over Alcorn State University.

Sukhi Khosla
Khosla was a four-year letterman in 

track and cross country for the Lions. 
He will continue his collegiate career 

at Oklahoma State University. He 
was named the 2014-2015 Gatorade 
Player of the Year and is a two-time 
state champion in track (3200M) and 
cross country (5,000M). He finished 
his career with a personal record of 

4:05.96 for the 1600M race.

Travis Amey
Football- Georgia Military College
Amey lettered in both football and 

track and field for the Lions. He 
finished his career with 1,692 all-pur-
pose yards and seven touchdowns. 

Miya Jenkins
 Volleyball-  Albany State University

Jenkins played volleyball all four 
years at Leon. She was a member of 
the 2011 state championship team.

Brian Pender
 Football- Webber University 

Pender played football for one year 
at Leon. He had 10 receptions for 78 

yards in his career.

Mason Solari
Soccer- Flagler University

Solari played soccer all four years at 
Leon. He was First Team All-Big-Bend in 

his senior season.

Kory Baker
Football-  Avila University

Baker was a four-year letteman for 
the Lions football team. He started at 

center all four of his years at Leon.
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John Burns
Football- Mayville State

Burns lettered one year at quarter-
back for the Lions after transferring 

from Brookwood High School.

Maddy Keenan
 Soccer- Florida Tech 

Keenan played soccer all four years 
at Leon. She won a district champi-

onship as a senior.

Teon Long
Football- Webber University 

Long spent one season with the 
Lions Football team. He had 124 

carries for 704 yards and five touch-
downs.

Brison Williams
Football- Webber University

Williams lettered two years in football 
for the Lions. He had 65 tackles, two 

interceptions and two pass deflections 
as a senior.

Brian Wilson
Tennis- Florida Southern Wilson 

Wilson spent two seasons with the Leon 
tennis team. He led the men’s tennis 
team to 2nd Place at the FHSAA State 

Finals as a senior.

D’Eldrick Campbell
Football- Webber University

Campbell finished his career at Leon 
with 72 tackles, 16 pass deflections 

and three interceptions.

Bradley Coogan
 Football- Warner University

Coogan lettered in football for the 
Lions. He finished his career with 19 
receptions for 246 yards and four 

touchdowns.

Devontae Chapman
Football-  Mayville State

Chapman lettered in football for the 
Lions. He finished his career with 673 
all-purpose yards and three touch-

downs.

Hunter Scott
Track and Cross Country- Florida 

State University 
Scott spent one year on the Leon track 
and cross-country teams after transfer-
ring from Lincoln. He will walk on to the 

FSU track team in the fall. 



Ashlyn Bishop 
TCC

Kayla Bishop 
TCC

Kristian Bonds 
FSU

Chloe Bonnell
FSU

Wilayshia Bradwell
TCC

Micheal Branton 
TCC

Leanna Brewer 
Unknown

Danielle Brown 
FSU

Kendriel Brown 
TCC

Leroy Brown 
Unknown

Muireall Brown 
New College of Florida  

Trivia Brown 
FAMU

T’Shaun Brown 
TCC 

Morgan Bruhn 
North Dakota State University 

Theodore Bruner 
FSU    

Kyle Buchholz
University of Florida 

Darryl Bullington 
Unknown

Jessica Bullock 
University of South Florida

 
Harry Burn IV

TCC 

Christopher Burnam 
University of Central Florida

John Burns 
Unknown

Noah Bush
Santa Fe College

Khalel Butler 
FAMU

Brandon Cailteux
TCC

Deidra Campbell 
Bethune-Cookman University

D’Eldrick Campbell 
Webber International

Micheal Carey 
Florida International University

Riley Carney 
FSU

Amelia Carroll 
FSU

Alize Carruth 
TCC

Ashley Carter 
Unknown

Chelsea Carty 
TCC 

Louis Chaires 
TCC

Brooke Chambers 
College of Santa Fe

Katlyn Chambliss 
Unknown

Davontae Chapman 
FAMU

Mahagony Charles 
TCC

Mathew Chin 
TCC

Rachel Chismar 
Unknown

Christi Clark 
TCC

Hunter Clark 
Southeastern University

Rebecca Clendinen 
University of South Florida 

Jarad Clevenger 
University of Dubuque

Michael Coaker 
Unknown

Joseph Coggeshall III
US Marines 

Sidney Cokely 
TCC

Bradley Coogan 
Warner University 

Alexis Corder
FSU

Lauren Corey 
FSU

Julianna Coughlin 
Florida Southern College

Donovan Craig 
TCC

Faith Craig 
TCC

Max Crankshaw 
Unknown

Traci Creel 
Valdosta State University

Carolyn Crouch 
Unknown

Gabrielle Crumbliss 
TCC

Devyn Crumpler 
Aveda Institute

Jan Cruz 
TCC

Chaciti Cull
TCC 

Nikita Cull 
TCC 

Cody Culverson 
Unknown

John Dailey 
TCC

Karis de Gannes 
University of Central Florida

Tanner Deckerhoff
TCC

Tiffany Delong 
TCC

Emily Dempsey 
University of Florida

Sean Deyo 
Unknown

Phillip Dimacali
FSU

Mary Dixon
University of Florida

Rashad Douglas 
TCC 

Lawson Dove
TCC

Benjamin Dowling 
University of Central Florida 

William Downs 
TCC

Lydia Drum 
TCC

Hunter Dulin 
TCC

Morgan Edwards 
TCC

Ekaya Ellis 
FAMU

Emily Emmanuel 
Univeristy of Florida 

Joaquin Erickson 
TCC

Kelly Ervin 
TCC

Dericka Eubanks 
TCC 

Trinise Evans 
FAMU

Kevin Farmer 
TCC

Nolan Fawcett
TCC

Melekot Ferrede 
Unknown

Sheldon Ferrell
TCC  

Alexus Ford 
Unknown

Farrah Forsberg 
Unknown

Jessica Forsberg 
TCC 

Devon Foster 
TCC

Hanna Foster 
Unknown 

Austin Foy
Embry-Riddle Aeronatical 

University 

Crystal Fraser 
TCC

Alonzo Frazier 
Unknown

Marcus French 
TCC  

Julia Frichter 
New College of Florida 

Abigail Friedman 
TCC 

Dylan Frison 
TCC

Megan Fuentes
University of Central Florida

Emely Galan 
FSU  

Elana Gallon 
TCC 

Jorge Garrigo 
University of Chicago 

Teola Gibson 
TCC 

Keshawin Gilley
TCC 

William Gilmore Jr. 
Unknown

Randy Gipson 
FAMU  

Dwight Gipson II 
US Marines 

Dwight Gipson III 
US Army 

Brennan Abramowitz 
University of Florida

Lindsi Allman 
FSU

Muawiya Alsayed 
TCC

Hanan Ameli
Unknown

Travis Amey 
Georgia Military College 

Margaret Ard
TCC

Joshua Arthurs 
University of Florida 

Brittany Asbury 
TCC  

Alexis Ashley
FAMU

Steven Bailey 
Unknown

Kory Baker 
FSU

Patrick Baker 
Unknown

Sheldon Ball
Unknown

Isabella Banka 
Unknown

Jordan Banks 
Unknown

Francis Bass 
University of Iowa 

Michelle Bass
TCC

Isaac Bates
Unknown

Jasmine Batista 
TCC 

Luna Beale 
FSU

Zeriauna Beatty 
TCC/FAMU 

Derek Bell II
TCC

Kade Bender
Florida Atlantic University 

Jason Benn 
University of South Florida 

Aidan Berry 
University of Memphis 

Colby Bethea 
TCC

Tyler Beyer 
Unknown 
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TiShawne Hedrington 
TCC

Kaitlyn Henderson 
TCC 

Aren Hendrickson 
New College of Florida

Andrea Hentherington 
Unknown

Faith Hill 
TCC 

Ginny Hochstedler 
Ocean Edge School of Worship

Andrews Holgan 
TCC 

Selena Holm 
TCC

Ryan Horning 
Unknown

Forrest Horton 
Unknown

Savannah Hosey 
TCC

Ariel Howard 
Unknown

Olivia Howard 
TCC 

 
Shaenest Howard 

Unknown

Olivia Hudson 
Unknown

Miracle Huewitt
TCC

Haley Hughen 
George Washington University 

Nicholas Hughes 
Unknown

Kaylyn Humphrey 
TCC

Madeline Hunt 
TCC

Trace Hunter 
TCC

Zachary Hurst 
TCC

Danny Ingram-Thompson 
Unknown

Denard Jackson 
Unknown

Salashia Jackson 
TCC

Marcus Jackson II
TCC

Brehanna Jacobs 
FAMU 

Kayanna Jacobs
FAMU 

Miya Jenkins 
Albany State University 

David Jensen 
Sante Fe College

Brandi Johnson
TCC

Jermaine Johnson 
FAMU

Margaret Johnson 
FSU

Stevenson Johnson
Unknown 

Jontavais Johnson 
Unknown  

Anaka Jones 
TCC 

Elizabeth Jones 
TCC

Eric Jones 
FSU 

Jes’Praisicia Jones 
Unknown

Matthew Jones 
TCC 

Morgan Jones 
Florida International University 

Norman Jones 
Unknown

Sebron Jones 
TCC 

Titisha Jones 
Florida Gulf Coast University 

Rachel Joyner 
University of North Carolina 

Michaela Keel 
TCC

Madeleine Keenan 
Florida Institute of Technology 

Maxwell Kelley 
Unknown 

Joshua Kelly
TCC 

Suhki Khosla 
Oklahoma State University 

Nathan Kilgore 
TCC

Emily Anne King 
New College of Floria 

Michael King 
TCC

Rashod King 
Unknown

Nadia Kneeland 
Unknown

Catherine Kynoch 
TCC

Emma Labbe 
FSU  

SaiDurga Lakkineni 
University of Florida 

Lewis Langston 
FSU 

Asia Lanier 
FSU

Ryker Laramore 
FSU  

Kayla LaRose
TCC

Casey Lax 
Spring Hill College

Candice Lee 
Unknown

Kyley Leonard 
Unknown

Ja’Vail Lewis 
FSU

Mikael Lewis 
University of Chicago

Tyler Linton 
FSU  

Danielle Lipkins 
TCC

Alejandro Lluveras 
FSU

Jonathan Logan 
TCC

David London 
TCC

Teon Long 
Webber University

Dasjia Love 
Unknown 

Jarrod Luca 
FSU  

William Luca 
University of Edinburgh

Xanat Macias 
TCC

Emily Madden 
New College of Florida

Samantha Manausa 
University of Florida   

Micheal Manias 
FSU 

Justin Manson-Hing 
TCC

Maxx Marshall 
Belmont University  

Jeanne Martin
FSU 

Kadobe Martin 
Unknown 

Breanna Mason 
TCC

Michael Mattox 
FSU  

Brenna Mauck 
TCC  

Jacoleman Mays 
TCC 

William McArthur 
University of Alabama  

Paige McCall 
TCC 

Brittney McClure 
Unknown

Emma McCoy
FSU   

Aniah McCullar
Unknown

Brandon McDaniel
TCC 

D’Anfernee McGriff 
University of Florida  

Logan McLanahan 
Charleston Southern University 

Bryttani McMath 
Lively Technical Center 

Javesia McSwain
University of Central Florida

  
Micheal Mello 

Florida Southern University 

Dexter Melton 
Valencia College 

Kaitlin Meyer 
TCC 

Kawanis Miller 
US Marines  

Nathaniel Miller
FSU

Talia Miranda 
Florida Gateway College

Angelina Mitchell 
TCC 

Brian Mitchell
FAMU  

Ashlyn Molthen 
Valdosta State University  

Cassidy Mongeon 
Unknown

James Morgan
FSU  

Hunter Morse 
Unknown 

Zouie Morton 
TCC  

Victoria Muggridge 
Unknown 

Yahya Naser 
Unknown

Chloe Nelson 
Mississippi State Universty 

Jacob Nelson 
DePaul University  

Austin Newell 
Unknown

Kenny Nguyen 
FSU 

Quan Nguyen 
Unknown

Quyhn Ngyen 
Unknown

Ronald Nicholson 
College of Santa Fe

Bailey Nix 
Stetson University 

Joshua Nothdorft 
Unknown

Tyler Notley 
US Marines

 
Bibiana Nunez 

FSU 

Jacob O’Donnell 
TCC

Levi Ott 
TCC  

Hayden Palmer 
Elon University  

Mason Parker 
Unknown 

Kahiya Paris
TCC

Keaun Paschal 
TCC

Caroline Pass 
TCC 

Purvesh Patel 
TCC  

Ashleigh Giugliano 
TCC

Anton Glass
TCC 

Terri Glover 
TCC

Zachary Glover 
Lively Technical Center 

Julia Goff 
TCC

Jacob Goldstein-Greenwood 
FSU 

Matthew Goodson 
TCC

Kelsie Grady 
FSU

Ana Granger 
Unknown

Kylia Green 
Lively Technical Center 

Savannah Green 
TCC

Evan Griffin 
TCC 

Jacob Grimes 
 Unknown  

Nortissa Groover 
FSU

Connor Hack 
University of Central Florida  

Noor Haifa 
TCC

Logan Hajdukiewicz 
Valencia College

Elley Hall
Unknown

Sydney Hall 
FAMU

Sarah Hallenstein 
University of Central Florida 

Tyrell Hamilton 
Unknown

Amber Hannah 
FAMU

Ameli Hanan
TCC

Brianna Hannan 
TCC 

Henry Hanson 
Unknown

Jaylah Hargrett 
FAMU

Kahiya Harris 
TCC 

Shelby Harrison 
Valdosta State University

Sabrina Hartsfield 
FSU 

Jonathan Haviland 
Unknown

Alex Hayward 
Unknown

Tasia Hearns 
TCC 

Grayson Heath
Emory University
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Maia Roberts 
TCC

Ta’marick Roberts 
Unknown 

Lindsey Robinette 
TCC 

Lawton Robinson 
University of San Diego 

Micah Robinson 
US Marines 

Mierra Robinson 
Unknown

Gabriel Robles 
George Washington University 

Thomas Roddenberry 
FSU

Paola Rodriguez 
FSU 

Anthony Roe 
Warner University 

Sadoreia Rogers 
Unknown

Victoria Roth 
TCC

Oliver Rushing 
Unknown

DeAna Saint-Fort 
Mount St. Mary’s University

Sierra Sampson 
US Navy 

Izabelle Sanchez 
Unknown

Ma’at Sargeant 
American University 

Quinten Sarvary 
Unknown

Joshua Saunders
University of Central Florida

Rachel Scarboro 
FSU

Aubrey Scoma 
TCC

Hunter Scott 
FSU

Ted Seamans 
University of South Florida 

Jackson Sellers 
FSU 

Ojore Shepeard 
Unknown

Victoria Sherer 
University of Alabama 

Cooper Shields 
Unknown

Allison Sieloff 
TCC 

Ashley Simmons 
US Army 

Tyler Singletary 
Unknown

Patricia Singletary 
TCC

Bennett Sipple 
University of Texas 

Arthur Skelly III
US Marines 

Laura Smidt 
FSU 

Alan Smith 
University of Florida

Ella Smith 
Florida International University 

Kathleen Smith 
TCC

Kayla Smith 
TCC

Meghan Smith 
Unknown

Reed Smith 
Duke University  

Mason Solari 
Flagler University

Camilo Soria 
Unknown

Delana Sowell 
TCC 

William Spettel 
US Army 

Dominick Stamper 
TCC  

Noah Stapleton 
Unknown

Siara Starnes 
TCC 

Nicholas Stephens 
TCC

Allisa Stevens 
Unknown

Rachael Steverson 
Auburn University  

Christian Strickland 
University of Georgia 

Hannah Strickland 
TCC 

Jordan Strickland 
US Air Force

Irj Tajdar 
Unknown

Alisa Tajdari 
Unknown 

Christian Tarrant 
TCC

Codey Taylor 
TCC

Deja Taylor 
TCC

Kirkland Thomas 
Unknown

Kasidee Thompson 
Unknown

Rebecca Thompson 
Unknown 

Stephanie Thompson 
University of South Florida 

Loraina Thorpe 
Valencia College

Jewell Threatts 
FAMU

Teal Thurman 
TCC

Shatoria Thurston 
TCC 

Songkai Tong 
Rensselaer Polytechnic Institute 

John Towey 
Ava Maria University

Diante Tran 
FAMU 

Howard Tranor 
FSU 

Dominick Trozzo-Stampler 
Unknown

Bryson Turner
TCC

Ezreyah Turner 
FSU

Rebecca Turner 
TCC 

Ashlee Tyre 
TCC

Timothy Vaccari 
TCC

Tara Valle 
Unknown

Elizabeth Vandervort 
FSU 

Jesus Villalobos 
TCC

Hector Villar 
TCC

Olivia Wade 
University of Florida  

Eric Wagers 
TCC

Alea Walker 
University of Central Florida  

Marion Walker 
TCC 

Sarah Walker 
Unknown

Savannah Walker 
Northeastern University 

Travecia Walker
Unknown

Kara Ward-Farris 
Cosmetology School 

Kiante Washington 
Unknown

Sarah Watkins 
TCC 

Alayna Weaver 
TCC

Riely Weimer 
TCC

Heather White 
FSU

 
Jarrod White 

TCC 

Amber Whitfield 
FSU 

Matthew Whitfield 
Lively Technical Center 

Tremaine Wiggins 
TCC 

Cloys Wiggens II 
Unknown 

Ellen Wilhite 
Florida Southern College  

Brandon Williams 
TCC

Breonna Williams 
TCC 

Brison Williams 
Webber International Univeristy

Javon Williams 
TCC 

Kaylan Williams 
TCC/FSU 

Kendall Willis 
FSU

Warren Willis 
Unknown 

Scott Willits 
FSU

Andrew Wilson 
University of North Georgia  

Brian Wilson
Florida Southern College

Bergstrom Wingate 
TCC  

Chadwick Witter 
TCC

Christian Wong 
Unknown

Casey Woods 
TCC 

Jacob Woods 
Unknown

KamNandi Yancy 
Unknown

Catherine Young 
FAMU 

Madison Young 
TCC  

Chloe Patterson 
Auburn University 

Cameron Paul 
University of North Florida 

Justin Payne 
TCC/FSU

Andres Pedraza 
TCC

Brian Pender 
Webber International University 

Austin Peppers 
University of Florida 

Thomas Pescatore 
FSU 

Elishia Pla’ 
TCC

Chelsea Pompey 
TCC  

A’jha Pondexter 
TCC/FAMU

Sean Powell 
TCC 

Alistair Prentice 
Unknown

Cathy Price 
TCC 

Marie-Paule Quillman 
TCC 

Jason Ragans 
Unknown

Muhammad Rasul 
FSU 

Tyhesia Rawls 
Unknown

Benjamin Reams 
TCC

Jasmine Reed 
FAMU

Mason Reeves 
TCC

Whitley Reeves 
TCC

Jasmine Richardson 
FSU 

Malique Richardson 
Unknown

Zuleika Richardson 
University of South Florida 

Isaac Richardson 
TCC

Hadley Richter 
TCC

Adrian Rios 
TCC 

Stephanie Rivera 
FAMU

Madison Roberts 
Unknown
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