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Thespians win big
Hannah Wong

News Editor 

The 2016 District One Thespian Festi-
val was a historic event for Troupe 1429.

Leon’s thespian troupe brought home 
13 superior rankings and seven excellent 
rankings. 

It also won three Critic’s Choice 
awards and Best in Show. Its one-act per-
formance is moving on to the state-level 
competition for the first time since 2001. 

Critic’s Choice is essentially an award 
for the best number in the category, ac-
cording to thespian sponsor Bryan Mitch-
ell. 

The large group musical “Big Doll-
house,” small group musical “Trashin’ the 
Camp,” solo musical “Glitter and be Gay” 
and one-act performance “Prospect High: 
Brooklyn” all got Critic’s Choice awards. 

“Trashin’ the Camp,” a piece from 
“Tarzan,” won Best in Show in addition to 
Critic’s Choice. 

This means it will be performed at the 
opening ceremony of the state competi-
tion. Noah Fuentes, Jonathan Hoch, Jaylin 
Stewart, Max Brey, Cannon Haworth and 
Phillip Lucas all participated in the musi-
cal number. 

“I didn’t believe that we could even 
get Critic’s Choice,” said Fuentes. “I 
guess I underestimated our abilities.” 

The group decided to stay in charac-
ter for the awards ceremony. So, all the 
“Trashin’ the Camp” performers received 
their trophies as apes. 

“The lady giving out the awards was 
terrified,” Fuentes said.

Senior Emma Finnegan received a 
Critic’s Choice for her rendition of “Glit-
ter and be Gay” in the solo musical cat-
egory. She has been preparing the piece 
for three years.

“Mrs. [Tabitha] Peck actually showed 
me the song my sophomore year and said 
I should think about doing it for a solo 
my senior year,” Finnegan said. 

“I  watched a video of Kristen Che-

noweth doing it on YouTube and fell 
head over heels.”

Leon’s troupe is part of District One, 
which covers north Florida. Out of the 
20 one-acts at the competition, only 
four could move on to state, and Troupe 
1429’s “Prospect High: Brooklyn” was 
one of them.

Even the numbers that didn’t receive 
awards still represented Leon well. 

“I Will Never Leave You,” a duet 
based on a true story about conjoined 

twins going through separation surgery, 
was performed by sophomores Martine 
and Michaela Fredrickson. It was a hit.

“They made everyone cry, including 
a judge,” said Mitchell.

All musical numbers were choreo-
graphed by dance teacher Millie Seckel. 
Mitchell was involved in every number 
in some way. Judy Arthur, Tabitha Peck, 
Rick Ardley and Deshone Hedrington 
also played roles in putting together the 
performances for districts. 

It was Mitchell’s first year as the “big 
boss.”

“It was an overwhelming feeling- a 
good overwhelming feeling,” Mitchell 
said. 

 Troupe 1429 received 13 superiors, 
six excellents and three goods last year, 
so this year was an improvement.

“We took a lot last year, but this year 
we took more,” Mitchell said.

The district festival was held at the 
Mattie Kelly Arts Center in Niceville. 
Troupe 1429 left on Thursday, Jan. 7 and 
returned on Sunday, Jan. 10. 

The one-act performances competed 
on Friday and the independent ensem-
bles competed on Saturday.

The state-level competition occurs 
over Spring Break. Troupe 1429 will be 
taking all the awarded numbers as well 
as a few non-awarded numbers.

State is a highly anticipated event for 
the thespians.

“I look forward to it every year,” 
Finnegan said. 

school celebrates 50th anniversary 
of first black graduates 

Social studies:
Hale replaces 

Rodriguez

The end of the first semester was 
also the end of history teacher Eric Ro-
driguez’s time at Leon. When students 
returned on Jan. 5, they were greeted by 
his replacement, Rachel Hale.

Rodriguez is now a program coor-
dinator at Camp Flastacowo, a summer 
camp on Florida State University’s Res-
ervation. He submitted his application 
for the position at the end of September, 
interviewed at the end of October and 
found out he had received the job in 
November.

Rodriguez worked at Camp Flasta-
cowo for the five summers leading up 
to this year. He began as a counselor but 

As Black History 
Month arrives, Leon is  
planning another celebra-
tion as well. 

This year is the 50th an-
niversary of the year when 
the first three black stu-
dents graduated Leon. Dr. 
Edward Hollifield, a rela-
tive of one of the first black 
graduates, made principal 
Billy Epting aware of this 
last year right before grad-
uation. 

Epting plans to thoroughly acknowl-
edge the anniversary this coming Febru-
ary. 

He also hopes to install a plaque 
sometime next month to recognize the 
three first graduates. 

“For a long time Leon was consid-
ered ‘the white school downtown’,” Ept-
ing said. “And for it to have become so 
integrated is very important.” 

Despite the importance of the occa-
sion, Epting faces challenges in finding a 
time to perform in front of all two thou-

sand students.
There is a possibility that, 

this year, the presentation 
will be compiled in a set of 
activities and videos that each 
homeroom will present over 
the course of a few days.

Epting believes it is es-
sential for schools to recog-
nize the importance of Black 
History Month. 

“Racism and prejudice is 
around us on a regular basis,” 
Epting said. 

“And it’s necessary for us 
to see our past mistakes and 

learn from them.”
Epting will try to involve as much of 

the school as possible during the presen-
tation. 

Leon’s performing arts program usu-
ally performs throughout most of the pre-
sentation. 

Sella Kinch 
Executive Board

Kaylie Williams

Members of small group musical “Trashin’ the Camp” perform at the thespian showcase at 
Leon in preparation for the District One Festival. At districts, the performance won Best in 
Show and Critic’s Choice. Front row: Cannon Haworth, Noah Fuentes, Jonathan Hoch. Back 
row: Phillip Lucas, Max Brey, Jaylin Williams.

Mary Hollifield (upper left), one of the first black graduates at Leon, is 
seen with fellow chorus singers in the 1965 yearbook. 

Please see “HALE,” on page 4
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DEAR EDITOR, 
My name is Madi Pendleton, 

and I am in the eleventh grade. 
I have been going to Leon 
since my sophomore year, and 
all that time I have struggled to 
get information on things like 
clubs and tests. 

I don’t think just having the 
intercom announcements are a 
good enough way to announce 
what is happening in the school 
at the moment. Especially be-
cause no one else seems to 
care for them and I never hear 
them, because everyone talks 
over them. Then I am left floun-
dering about struggling for in-
formation I probably needed 
to hear. 

Leon, in my opinion, needs a 
better way to make announce-
ments and give information 
on tests, such as the PSAT and 
SAT, clubs, and anything else 
that is happening at the school. 

Although the announce-
ments are now sent out through 
the “Remind” app, students 
that don’t have phones are left 
out and have no way of getting 
the announcements.  

--Sincerely,

Madi Pendleton

Despite limited financial resources, additional 
measures should be provided

School security must 
become a priority 

Lauren Henderson
Editorial Editor

Student safety should be 
the number one priority in 
each and every school. 

After the recent events at 
Leon, I don’t necessarily feel 
safe here. 

There is only one person 
on our entire campus with a 
gun, and most of the doors 
stay unlocked throughout the 
school day. 

A good start to making 
students feel safer would be 
locking every door except the 
front doors and the doors to 
the offices. That way, parents 
could visit, and students could 
check in if late to school. 

But, no one needs to come 
in through the side doors or 
back doors of the buildings 
- not even  as student. A late 
student should go to the at-
tendance office, and a teacher 
or administrator will let them 
into the building. 

Each classroom door 
should also be locked. Who 
needs to come in to class in 
the middle of the period be-
sides students? If anyone 
needs to come in, then the 
teacher can do that. 

Sadly, just locking the 
doors doesn’t stop Leon stu-
dents, or even teachers, who 
have violent motives. 

I know that our resource 
officer, Deputy Thomas 
Stege, is here for our protec-
tion. But is one person really 
enough?

Eighteen states already 
allow teachers to carry guns. 

Not every teacher is fit 
to carry a gun. No matter, I 
believe each teacher should 
have the choice of whether or 
not they want to carry a con-
cealed weapon.  

I like to think that teach-
ers care about their students 

enough to protect them, no 
matter what it takes. 

Living in the south, I have 
grown up around firearms. 
I mean, my dad is a law en-
forcement officer. 

The idea of a teacher car-
rying a gun at school does not 
worry me. What worries me 
is the number of people who 
are so uncomfortable with 
firearms. 

The teacher could choose 
to keep the gun on them or in 
a vault or secured location. 

If they keep it on them, it 
should be concealed in a hol-
ster, such as an ankle holster. 

If a teacher did choose to 
carry a gun, they should have 
to take additional gun safety 
courses, and they should pass 
these with a perfect score. 

“The training for getting 
your permit does not address 
specific situations,” Principal 
Billy Epting said. “Teachers 
would need to learn when it is 
appropriate to pull a gun out 
during a volatile situation.”

The only type of firearm 

that should be allowed to be 
carried should be a handgun. 
Obviously, a rifle or shotgun is 
not necessary. 

This is not a solution that 
will solve every problem. 
There is no solution that can 
prevent every potential disas-
ter. 

There are multiple solu-
tions, and this is simply a pro-
posal. 

“There’s not one set plan 
that covers everything - you 
have to be fluid,” Stege said. 

Another option could be to 
hire more resource officers.

However, putting an offi-
cer at every school comes with 
a price.

“That’s a lot of money and 
manpower and so forth, and 
that money has to come from 
somewhere,” Stege said. 

Leon would be a lot safer 
with two officers. Leon’s cam-
pus is very spread out, and 
Stege is in the Nettles Build-
ing. 

If there were an issue in 
the gym or the main building, 

it might take him too long to 
get there.

But, Stege isn’t here just 
for security purposes. 

“The purpose of the re-
source program is not just to 
provide physical security,” 
Epting said, “but to have a 
person in law enforcement 
to work with teenagers on is-
sues that have may have legal 
ramifications.

“Security is not their first 
priority.”

No one can ever know 
what to be prepared for, but 
if we spend excessive money 
on safety measures, we are 
eventually going to run out of 
money. 

So, Epting would like to 
have a button that locks all of 
the doors at once. 

“All of the doors would 
have to be magnetic, and 
one button would lock every 
single outside door,” Epting 
said.

But, that would cost about 
$1 million.

What is needed is safety 
measures that do not come 
with high price tags.

“I am all for the second 
amendment and the right to 
own a gun,” Epting said. “But 
in public places like schools, 
I think there needs to be some 
restrictions, so it’s not a free 
for all.”

The second amendment 
says we have the right to bear 
arms and all of us should be 
able to exercise that right, 
even teachers.

As of right now, the only 
people allowed to bring a fire-
arm on campus are law en-
forcement officers.

Anyone else can be 
charged with possession of a 
firearm on school grounds.

So, you have the rights af-
forded by second amendment, 
but only in certain places. 

The Leon High Life polled 45 students regarding whether they think 
teachers and administrators should have the right to carry guns on 
campus.
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Julia Chodyla

Leon’s distinctive Spanish-styled architecture is a visible testament to its long history. Since its inception, 
Leon has acquired a large number of traditions that enable it to stand out from other high schools. While it 
may be a bit odd to be proud about the architecture, it is just one piece of what makes Leon itself.

Why I’m proud to be a Lion
Leon shines while Godby’s scandal tarnishes both it and the school district

Sam Atwater
Editorial Editor

Godby has recently become 
entangled in a scandal resulting 
from its policy to place all stu-
dents in Advanced Placement 
United States History classes. 
Through this policy, the school 
was exempted from having to 
administer the state-required 
End-of-Course exams to its stu-
dents.

By avoiding the EOC, God-
by managed to have 91 percent 
of its students deemed “profi-
cient” in social studies. 

This statistic is odd, given 
that math, science and English 
had an average proficiency rat-
ing of 37 percent. 

Despite the fact that the 
books had 91 percent of Godby 
students as being proficient at 
Social Studies, Godby had 97 
percent of its students fail the 
AP exam. 

This policy has managed to 
boost its school ranking from a 
C to a B in the predicted school 
grades sent out by the Florida 
Department of Education in De-
cember. If the predicted grade is 
accurate, it would entitle the school up to 
$126,700. 

Since 1999, Godby has scored above 
a C twice before. 

This scandal may inspire a range of 
feelings within you. 

Disgust at Godby administrators 
abusing the system. Anger at the school 
administrators at both Godby and the dis-
trict who have allowed this to happen. 

Within me, it inspires a pride that I 
am a Leon Lion. And, I am certain that 
Leon would not stoop to this level.

Now, I’d be lying if I said that Leon 
has done nothing to enhance its ratings 
during my time here. 

Last year, they required AP United 
States History students to take the End-
Of-Course exam in United States History 
in addition to the AP exam after not re-
quiring it before. 

As Leon offers many non-AP class-
es, it was a necessary change to avoid 
the students capable of taking AP United 
States History inadvertently penalizing 
our school. 

With Leon possessing the most legit-
imate AP United States History students 
in Leon County, this could have made 
Leon seem worse than other schools in 
the county who have historically had 
their AP students take the EOC.

Having them take the test ensured 

that Leon’s achievements would be 
properly recognized, rather than having 
potentially less able students dilute the 
scores on the exam. 

I’ve heard it said before that if you 
don’t count something, you don’t care 
about it, and that’s very true for school 
grades.  

Godby’s use of the loophole present 
within the school rankings methodology 
is honestly despicable. 

Leon’s proper understanding of it is 
worthy of praise.

Leon needed to avoid being un-
fairly penalized for the achievements of 
students that the state’s school grading 
methodology would not have accounted 
for. Godby got greedy.

I am proud to be a Leon Lion for oth-
er factors than its moral character in rela-
tion to exams and money, which is hon-
estly not that big of a deal in most cases.

Despite the recent school shooting 
threat, I feel safe at Leon. 

Even though traffic is terrible around 
it and certain drivers can be somewhat 
less than solid, I feel safe driving in the 
parking lot and around campus.

Leon possesses a wide variety of ex-
tracurricular activities that guarantees the 
ability to find something you can get pas-
sionate about. 

From the oft-derided Minecraft club 

to our Mock Trial team and Pierian Na-
tional Honor Society Chapter, Leon has 
activities available for most students.

This can get pretty important in this 
hyper competitive college admissions en-
vironment for those students wishing to 
venture elsewhere for an intense educa-
tion. 

Leon’s wide selection of Advanced 
Placement classes for those students up 
to the challenge, ranging from Advanced 
Placement Music Theory to Advanced 
Placement Calculus BC, is something I 
recognize as being something special for 
a high school to have.

Leon is also unusual as a high school 
due to its long history and the traditions 
that it has picked up over time. The Leon 
High Life, for example, has been a con-
tinuous fixture at Leon since 1931. 

It has been at Leon long enough to 
witness Hitler’s rise and fall in Europe, 
the construction of the interstate and Walt 
Disney World, Leon’s integration, the ad-
dition of two states to the United States, 
the moon landings, the fall of the Berlin 
Wall and the Union of Soviet Social-
ist Republics and the dawn of the World 
Wide Web.

At this point, I think that you’d have 
to add the existence of the High Life to 
death and taxes as things that are going 
to persist for time eternal. That too makes 

me proud to be a Lion, 
though I might be a tad bi-
ased on that little detail.

When I got to see the 
class ring presentation put 
on by Herf Jones last year, 
the presenter made a point 
that Leon has traditions and 
lore to which nearly all other 
schools can’t compare. 

We have the Red and 
White spirit guys and girls, 
the Nettles Building and 
the Conley Commons while 
other schools have no people 
roaming the halls on pep ral-
ly days, “the building in the 
back” and “the open space 
near the cafeteria.”

We have our own culture 
here, and that is pretty cool 
to think about. 

Additionally, we are 
a school versed in history 
even as we look towards the 
future. 

This year, Leon offered 
an AP Physics 2 class for the 
first time in the second year 
of the exam’s existence. 

This school year, Leon 
became the first school in     

Leon County to get a Snapchat 
geotag.

Leon is improving in the wake of the 
changing world around it. 

It doesn’t stagnate. 
It grows and changes with the times.
And that’s a great reason to be proud 

of being a Lion.
Aside from that, it would be disgrace-

ful to not mention Leon’s community of 
students. 

In my freshman year, the decision to 
not hold the fall festival fell on the stu-
dents in response to a decline in school 
grade.

That speaks to the integrity of the 
student body. They chose to put off cel-
ebrating as an incentive for the student 
populace to do better. And they did. That 
is something to be proud of.

I have had teachers rave to me about 
how happy they are working at Leon af-
ter working at other schools.

These teachers have described Leon 
as a “gift,” a place that managed to re-
deem the idea of teaching high school 
students to them. 

This “gift” in no small part is given 
be Leon’s well-behaved students who 
get along well with teachers.

Leon is a place that we should all be 
proud of attending. I am sure that I will 
remember my time here fondly, and I 
hope that you all will do so too.
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Parking dangers still prevalent
While student drivers are carefully monitored off campus, car dam-

age occurs more often on campus 
Sella Kinch 

Executive Board

 worked his way up to being an ad-
ministrative assistant/supervisor. 

Before sending Leon his offi-
cial resignation, Rodriguez talked 
to principal Billy Epting and as-
sistant principals Sarah Hebree, 
Deshone Hedrington and Michael 
Bryan. 

He said that both the admin-
istrators and his coworkers were 
“very supportive.” 

Besides his enthusiasm for 
Camp Flastacowo, Rodriguez also 
decided to change jobs because of 
his family.

“My family is growing, and 
it’s growing quickly,” said Rodri-
guez, who has one child and a set 
of twins on the way.

“This new job gave me a better 
opportunity to grow professionally 
for them.”

Rodriguez left one week’s 
worth of instruction for Hale. 

He also included all the Power-
Points and lessons he had covered 
in the first semester. He did not get the chance to meet 
Hale, but said he had heard great things about her.

“If they [Leon administration] said she’s the best 
person for the job, I definitely trust them,” said Rodri-
guez.  

Rodriguez taught at Leon for a total of  two and a 
half years. 

He interned under history teacher Josh Stewart in 
the spring of 2013 and then was hired full-time in the 
fall. 

He says he will greatly miss the people at Leon, es-
pecially his students. 

“These last couple years I have made some really 
good connections with all my students,” Rodriguez said. 

Hale, Rodriguez’s replacement, came to Leon from 
Gadsden County. 

She has already taught for four and a half years, her 
last job being at Crossroad Academy Charter School. 

Canned food
 drive returns

 to high schools
Paulette Jordan

Staff Writer 

While students driving off campus are carefully 
monitored, there have been a handful of cars damaged 
on campus.

Ever since reports of reckless driving in the nearby 
neighborhoods emerged, administration along with 
Tallahassee’s police department have been looking out 
for dangerous drivers. 

The students were threatened with the removal of 
their off-campus pass if they were caught driving reck-
lessly. 

However, with hundreds of students parking in the 
same parking lot, it’s not surprising that the occasional 
dent, scratch or ding occurs.

But, many students have had their cars incur seri-
ous damage.

Junior Bevin Coburn parks in the junior bowl, the 
parking lot farthest from the school. 

Coburn said she once had Coca-Cola, a substance 
that can easily chip off a car’s paint job, poured all 
over her windshield and the hood of the vehicle.

While students sometimes prank friends by pour-
ing soda on door handles to make them sticky, Coburn 
thought the Coca-Cola was thrown carelessly out of 

another car.
Although Coburn was able to wash off Coke 

without any major damage, junior Noah Fuentes had a 
more difficult time fixing a dent in his car.

While he had been staying late at school, another 
student had been driving recklessly in the parking lot. 
The car slammed into the back of his, putting a large 
dent in it.

Small dents and scratches rarely get reported, but 
Principal Billy Epting stressed that it is importance for 
students to report any damage to their cars.

“We need the students’ help with this,” Epting 
said. “So far, only two to three reports have been filed 
this year. If there are more, then the students need to 
come forward with it and file a police report with the 
deputy.”

 Senior Grace Lockhart did go through the process 
of filing a report. The incident occurred on the first day 
she drove to school.

She had come early to obtain a parking space and 
as she pulled in to park another car came soon after, 
scratching the side of her car. 

“Apparently they didn’t notice at all,” Lockhart 
said. “So then I had to chase after them and file a re-
port with Deputy Stege.” 

Stege then conducted an official investigation.  

He only gets notified of car vandalism two to three 
times a year. 

Typically they involve students scratching the paint 
work of another car with their keys or adding perma-
nent paint.

However, Stege can only file an official police 
report if it is considered a “criminal misdemeanor,” 
meaning it was intentional.  

Annually, high schools in Tallahassee partner with 
a non-profit organization, Second Harvest, for a canned 
food fundraiser.

This is Leon’s ninth year involved in the event, 
which is coordinated by the Student Government As-
sociation. 

Leon’s canned food drive started with students 
participating in “Can the Principal.” For this, students 
would attempt to put as many cans of food in the prin-
cipal’s office as possible. 

“Can The Principal” was then changed to “Can 
The Lion” where the Lion statue in the front lobby was 
caged, and students tried to fill the whole cage with 
cans.

Those in charge of these drives tried to get as many 
cans as possible to “feed the hungry people in Leon 
County and in surrounding areas,” SGA coordinator 
Joshua Stewart said. 

All of the cans collected will be given to Second 
Harvest, and those at Second Harvest will donate them 
to people in need of food.

“Second Harvest greatly appreciates help from it,” 
senior Camille Cummings said. “Bringing in cans is 
always a competition between different SGA periods in 
order to reach our goals.” 

Cummings, who now chairs the event for SGA, has 
enjoyed participating in it since her freshman year. 

This year, the canned food drive has been switched 
from late first semester to the second semester due to 
popular first-semester events such as Cancer Week and 
Homecoming.

“I expect kids to participate as best as they can “, 
assistant principal Sarah Hembree said. “Usually you 
can’t get anywhere near the Lion.”

This is Hale’s first time teaching Advanced Place-
ment U.S. History, but she has taught Advanced Place-
ment Psychology and Advanced Placement World His-
tory. 

“My only concern is meshing my ways of teaching 
with ways the students have been taught before,” Hale 
said. 

“We’re all getting used to each other, but we’re lev-
eling out and moving forward.” 

She calls the social studies department “very col-
laborative,” with everyone working together to cover 
material and prepare for AP exams.

Hale has been happy with the performance of her 
AP U.S. History, Honors U.S. History and Honors 
World History classes.

“The student body here is very motivated,” Hale 
said. “They’re at a higher level than the students I’ve 
taught before, which is a nice change.”

Most of the students who drive to school park in the lots 
farthest from the school buildings. 

Sella Kinch

“HALE,” from page 1 

photo courtesy of Brittany Warren

Former Leon teacher Eric Rodriguez poses with the leaders of the Fellowship of 
Christian Athletes in his last meeting as sponsor [Rodriguez: front row, center].
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Leon’s 2015-16 Best and Brightest
NOMINEES:

Julia Chodyla
Executive Board

Student views English as more than a school subject

Julia Chodyla
Executive BoardKahleigh Burnside

Art

Claire Kercheval-Roig
Athletics

Camille Okonkwo
Business

Christine Wahl
Career/Technical

Mia Pesta
Drama and Performing Arts

Cassie LaJeunesse
English and Language Arts

Nancy Engel    
Foreign Language

John Ike Smith-Schoen-
walder
Journalism and Media Produc-
tions

Carlton DiSalvo
Leadership

Sam Atwater
Mathematics

Tiffany Vaughn
Music

Elyse Thompson
Public Speaking

Shelby Boykin
Science and Health

Angela Groszos
Social Science

Daniel Volya
Technology

back from Belmont University in Nash-
ville. 

The school offers an undergraduate 
program in editing and publishing that 
could possibly help her achieve her goal 
to become a book editor. If she wins the 
Best and Brightest Award for English, 
LeJeunesse plans to put the money to-
wards college.

Volunteering has also been a distinct 
part of her high school career. 

As a member of Pierian National 
Honor Society, English National Honor 
Society and Spanish Honor Society, 
LaJeunesse has had her work cut out for 
her. She leads the preschool choir at her 
church and sings, herself, in two church 
choirs.

The nominee attributes much of her 
success to her grandmother, who passed 
away five years ago.

“We were very close and she was 
always the one to encourage my imagi-
nation and help me pursue my goals,” 
LaJeunesse said. “She was a journalist 
and a talented writer, so I like to think 
that I get it from her. She was always very 
supportive of me in whatever I wanted to 
do.”

LaJeunesse hopes to one day have 
the same effect on readers as authors 
have had on her.

“When you read or write, you can go 
anywhere you want to go,” LaJeunesse 
said. “You can be sitting in your own bed 
reading a book, but can still mentally go 
wherever you would like. 

“It’s like traveling without actually 
leaving.”

For some students, reading and writ-
ing may be approached as a dreaded 
school assignment or even a chore. 

On the contrary, senior Cassie LaJeu-
nesse has a passion for these subjects 
that has ultimately distinguished her as a 
nominee for the English Best and Bright-
est Award.

Ever since she learned how to read, 
LaJeunesse has always dedicated her free 
time to “curling up with a good book.” 

“I was never super athletic or social,” 
LaJeunesse said, “so reading was my 
thing as a child. I would read and ask my-
self, ‘Why can’t I do this on my own?’ ”

LaJeunesse was quickly able to an-
swer that question for herself. In fact, the 
answer was that she could. 

“That was when I started writing,” 
LaJeunesse said.

She has already written many frag-
ments of stories. 

She plans to eventually expand on 
these “snippets” and write her own book. 
However, her ultimate goal is to become 
a book editor.

“Being an editor is an accumulation 
of everything I love,” LaJeunesse said. “I 
know it sounds nerdy that I love it, but 
grammar, spelling and vocabulary all 
come to me naturally.”

According to LaJeunesse, her read-
ing and writing classes have been major 
keys to her success and development as 
a writer. 

She completed Advanced Placement 

Language and Composition her junior 
year and is now enrolled in AP Literature. 

As a sophomore, she was a features 
writer for the Leon High Life.

“Newspaper was good for me be-
cause not only did I get to write, but I got 
to write in a new style that I had never 
practiced before,” LaJeunesse said.

LaJeunesse claims to actually enjoy 
the writing assignments given by her 
English teachers. She prefers writing 
opinionated analyses as opposed to sum-
maries of novels.

“When I can put my own opinion 
into the essay,” LaJeunesse said, “I feel 
like my work has a voice and that it elic-
its my own thoughts.”

LaJeunesse has applied to several 
colleges, but is primarily waiting to hear 

It is not uncommon for a high school-
er to aspire to be an entrepreneur. How-
ever, it is quite unusual to come across 
a student who has already started on her 
career path.

This year’s nominee for the Best 
and Brightest Business Award, Camille 
Okonkwo, has done just that.

From a young age, Okonkwo has 
been pursuing her own small business. 
In elementary school, she used to make 
and sell jewelry. Since then, her crafti-
ness has only been on an upward incline.

During winter break of 2014, Okonk-
wo created her very own online bou-
tique, Shopchioma, which specializes in 
crochet and knit accessories and apparel.

She first got the idea to knit when 
she saw her teacher, Erica Sears, knit-
ting. She instantly became interested and 
watched a YouTube tutorial to learn how 
to do it.

"I walked into class the next day and 
showed her what I had done," Okonkwo 
said. “She called me a prodigy."

Sears and Okonkwo then created Le-
on’s first-ever yarn club. Okonkwo be-
gan to look around Pinterest and realized 

that she could make 
many trending styles 
herself. 

Quickly, word 
spread around the 
school and even 
reached some sorori-
ties at Florida State 
University. 

Shopchioma’s 
biggest hit over the 
summer was knit 
crop tops. By charg-
ing approximately 
$30 per shirt, Okonk-
wo made a profit of 
nearly $2,000. 

According to 
Okonkwo, social 
media really aided 
her in spreading the 
word about her busi-
ness. 

In the winter, she 
makes money by selling headbands and 
boot covers.

“Honestly, I just like to get paid for 
the work I do,” Okonkwo said. “I like 
to be self sufficient and it really comes 
naturally.”

Aside from knitting, Okonkwo is in-

volved with photography. She occasion-
ally gets paid to take senior photos or 
take photos at graduation parties. 

Okonkwo is also the president of the 
Business and Entrepreneurs class and 
is always learning new business plans 
which she implements in her own craft.

Julia Chodyla
Camille Okonkwo sits outside knitting a scarf that will soon be 
available for purchase.

Cassie LaJeunesse reads The Song of Solo-
mon by Toni Morrison.

Business category nominee enjoys turning a profit

Julia Chodyla

Editor’s Note: The following is a descrip-
tion of the Best and Brightest Awards.

Founded in 2006, the Best & Bright-
est Awards is designed to recognize 
and honor Leon County’s excelling 
high school seniors. Unlike most 
scholarship programs, awards are 
not based solely on GPA. The vary-
ing categories of the Best & Brightest 
Awards allow students who excel in 
a particular field to be rewarded for 
their hard work and dedication. There 
is also emphasis on community ser-
vice and civil duty.
 - thebestandbrightesta 
   wards.wordpress.com
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Peculiar story behind the dance
EmmaLea Reed

Double Truck Editor 

Abner Comics

How sweet.
Therefore, Sadie Hawkins Day be-

came an event in which all the unde-
sirable women had a shot at capturing 
a man for themselves.

Although Sadie Hawkins previ-
ously had a negative connotation, it is

Why the former tradition should 
be here to stay

Sella Kinch
Executive Board

Opinion

Sadie Hawkins event returns

Maribeth McClenny
Executive Board 

The upcoming Sadie Hawkins 
dance is a hot topic of conversation 
around school, but the story behind the 
dance’s name is a mystery to many.

Sadie Hawkins stems from a rather 
unpredictable, but understandable, tale. 

Lil’ Abner was a popular cartoon 
series based on the hillbilly town of 
Dogpatch, written by the creative mind 
of Al Capp. 

 One of the main characters in 
the comic, Hekzebiah Hawkins, had 
a daughter named Sadie. She was de-
scribed as “the homeliest gal in all 
them hills,” which in her case, holds a 
very negative connotation.

After impatiently waiting for 15 
years with no suitor showing up to 
sweep her off her feet, Sadie was not 
happy. 

Her father began to worry as well, 
thinking that he would have to deal 
with an old maid for the rest of his life. 

Figuring he had nothing to lose, 
Hekzebiah called all the bachelors in 
Dogpatch together - declaring that it 
was Sadie Hawkins Day. It ended up 
being a race of the unmarried men as 
Sadie chased them down. The “lucky” 

man that she caught was named her 
lawful wedded husband.

As her father said, “When ah fires 
[my gun], all o’ yo’ kin start a-runnin! 
When ah fires agin—after givin’ yo’ a 
fair start—Sadie starts a runnin’. Th’ 
one she ketches’ll be her husbin.”

 now just a fun way for the girls 
to see what the guys go through when 
trying to get a date to dances. 

By 1939, over 200 colleges in 
America were celebrating Sadie 
Hawkins Day. 

The dance gained popularity 
throughout the nation’s young people 
at an incredibly rapid pace.

Presently, the tradition of this 
“girls ask boys” dance serves as a fun 
social event throughout Tallahassee.

“...Sadie starts 
a runnin’. 

Th’ one she 
ketches’ll be 
her husbin.”

The Sadie Hawkins dance 
is finally making a comeback 
at Leon on Feb. 6 from 7 p.m. 
to 10 p.m.

Tickets are $10 for indi-
viduals, and $15 for couples.

Tickets will go on sale in 
the lobby during lunch, and 
after school starting on Feb. 1.

The last Sadie Hawkins 
dance that occurred at Leon 
was in 2013.

This year, Sadie Hawkins 
is being put on by Student 
Government.

Sophomore Victoria Car-
roll is in charge of the dance.

This is also Carroll’s first 
year in SGA.

In years past, Sadie 
Hawkins was a part of  Bas-
ketball Homecoming.

Similar to how Home-
coming is a fundraiser for 
the cheerleaders, Basketball 
Homecoming served as a fun-
draiser for the Leon dance 
team, the Leonettes. 

In previous years, the 
turnout for the dance was not 
as high as expected, so the Le-
onettes stopped heading up the 
dance.

However, Carroll hopes 
that is not the case this year.

“I have heard a lot of chat-
ter about the dance all around 

school over the past few 
weeks,” SGA senior Isabel 
Smelko said. 

“I hope there is a big turn-
out this year.”

Carroll is bringing her own 
changes to the dance this year 
to make it enjoyable for all.

“The theme for the dance 
this year is Denim and Lace,” 
Carroll said.

One big difference be-
tween Sadie Hawkins and 
Homecoming will be the loca-
tion of it.

Instead of keeping up with 
the tradition of holding school 
dances in the gym, the Sadie 
Hawkins dance will be held 
in Conley Commons - the out-
door area between the cafete-
ria and the auditorium.

Additionally, there will be 
a s’mores bar and a live DJ.

“A lot of the other high 
schools in Tallahassee, like 
Chiles and Maclay, have Sa-
die Hawkins dances,” Carroll 

After three 
years, 

the “girls 
ask boys” 
dance is 
revived

said. “I have always wanted to 
have one, so that motivated me 
to head up the dance in SGA.”

Carroll also hopes the Sa-
die Hawkins dance becomes 
an annual event at Leon.

“Hopefully, if this year 

Sadie Hawkins originated from the comic strip Lil’ Abner, written by Al Capp. goes well, we will be able 
to continue having a Sadie 
Hawkins dance each year at 
Leon,” Carroll said. 

“I just hope a lot of the 
students at Leon show up and 
have a great time this year.”

The Sadie Hawkins dance will be held at Conley Commons at Leon on 
Feb. 6 from 7 to 10 p.m.

Maribeth McClenny

This year, Leon High School re-
turns to the nationwide tradition of 
Sadie Hawkins, a dance in which the 
girls propose to guys instead of the 
other way around.

And I couldn’t be happier.
While my perspective of Sadie 

Hawkins takes on a different view than 
most, I am now at peace knowing that 
I am going to the dance solo. 

However, there are a fair amount 
of students that aren’t happy with the 
return of Sadie Hawkins. 

And many are merely confused 
as to why the dance has suddenly re-
turned.

After all, Leon didn’t host a Sa-
die Hawkins dance last year, due to a 
rather unsuccessful one hosted by the 
Leonettes, Leon’s dance team. 

For the past few years, it was re-
placed with the Winter Formal, a dance 
that the basketball program threw in 
order to raise money. 

Often, they used the dance as a 
way to fundraise for other charities, 
such as a canned food drive.

But even the Winter Formal wasn’t 
as successful as many hoped. 

This has led many students to 
debate whether going to the Sadie 
Hawkins dance is worth it or not. 

But even if the dance doesn’t go 
well financially, we are in for an excit-
ing few weeks.

With Pinterest and Instagram on 
their sides, girls will be appearing at 
school with incredibly entertaining 
proposals.

That’s not to say that boys don’t 
spend time thinking up ways to ask 
their girl. However, girls are more like-

ly to glue small pieces of tissue paper 
to a three-foot poster board when ask-
ing their guy.

Both Leon’s halls and students’ 
Instagram feeds have been flooded by 
pictures of girls proposing, some even 
offering up a free box of donuts or a 
Star Wars themed poster. 

What makes the dance even better 
is the hilarious beginning of it. 

While Homecoming and Prom 
are usually staged as coming-of-age  
events, the Sadie Hawkins Dance is 

derived from a comic strip. 
What the story details is a frantic 

father whose daughter, the infamous 
Sadie Hawkins, is reaching her mid-
thirties unwed. 

Naturally, he composed a day 
when his daughter would chase all of 
the bachelors of the town and the one 
she managed to catch would become 
her husband. 

The dance was named this to show 
the gender roles of typical dances be-
ing swapped. 

With that in mind, just having such 
a contemporary idea to intermix with 
the  traditional aspects of Leon adds 
significantly to the dynamic of school 
events. 

The theme this year is “Denim and 
Lace,” making it quite a casual event 
-  another great idea. 

And judging by the amount of work 
and time put into the dance by those in 
charge, it will be nearly the same suc-
cess as Homecoming. 

After all, the only difference from 
a typical dance is that the boys are now 
those who will wait for a girl to ask 
them. 

However, while it may not be as 
huge as Homecoming or as memora-
ble as Prom, it will definitely be a fun 
night.

The Sadie Hawkins dance provides girls with a chance to ask boys instead of the other 
way around.

photo courtesy of Tower Pulse

Junior Sarah Allison Proctor asked sophomore Shane 
Shively to Sadie Hawkins with Whataburger and a poster.

photo courtesy of Sarah Allison Proctor

Sophomore Gabby Sandvoss asked junior Bobby Batson 
to the dance with baseball-related items.

photo courtesy of Bobby Batson

photo courtesy of Sarah Bradford

Senior Sarah Bradford asked Connor Stiles with a 
creative poster about rap group “Migos.”

Proposals
For Sadie Hawkins, girls all over Leon take on the challenge of asking boys 

to the dance.

- HEKZEBIAH 
HAWKINS, SADIE’S 
FATHER IN THE LIL’ 

ABNER COMIC
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Roberts engaged in fashion career 
pick out outfits 
in the morn-
ing,” Roberts 
said.

R o b e r t s 
hopes to double 
major in both 
fashion and 
fashion man-
agement.

 She is in-
terested in fash-
ion forecasting, 
which is the way 
trends are im-
plemented into 
every day fash-
ion culture.

 Along with 
that, Roberts 
would love to 
edit for Vogue 
magazine or 
Harper’s Bazaar.

In Roberts’ 
mind, fashion 
and art are one in 
the same. 

“Fashion is 
art,” Roberts said. “Art helps you learn 
how to balance portraits, or put the right 
colors together.”

Roberts attended a series of fashion 
classes at SCAD over the summer. 

She thought that it was an amazing 

EmmaLea Reed
Double Truck Editor 

Harris expands her fashion impact 
As her club sees growth, she ambitiously plans to cover New York Fashion Week

work together as a team.” 
The club has also been given the op-

portunity to have speakers come and talk 
to the members about the industry along 
with how to incorporate style into their 
everyday lives. 

“My favorite part about the club is 
watching our members learn more about 
the fashion culture,” Maryann Herrera 

After creating Leon’s first fashion 
club last year, junior Caldwell Harris’ 
impact on the fashion world has grown 
significantly. 

When Harris first started the club, 
only ten members were involved. 

However, after the members per-
formed in the fashion show, the group in-
creased to a number ranging from twen-
ty-five to thirty. 

“What members usually do is focus  
on the events that the club is in charge 
of,” junior Logan Tomko said. 

One of these events happens to be a 
clothing drive. Alongside Student Gov-
ernment, the club motivates students to 
donate old clothing.  

Another officer of the club, who 
works with Harris, is junior Maryann 
Herrera. 

“The clothing drive was very excit-
ing,” Herrera said. “The two-week drive 
was very successful and it was nice to 
watch the students partake in the drive 
and give back to the community.” 

The success of the club’s efforts does 
not come easily, but is rewarding.

“The club has really taught me how 
to be a leader,” Harris said. “And I have 
learned how to listen to others’ ideas and 

said. 
Harris has gained notice due to her 

club creating the first student-managed 
fashion show in Tallahassee. 

She now writes a blog for FIDM, 
which stands for Fashion Institute of De-
sign and Merchandising. 

The blog consists of her opinions on 
current styles and ongoing trends along 

with outfits that she recommends. 
Recently, Harris has been working to 

get a press pass to attend a few shows that 
are being presented in New York during 
Fashion Week. 

Fashion Week, lasting from Feb. 10 
to Feb. 18, contains nearly 60 shows of 
dozens of designers.

While hundreds of people come to 
attend the fashion show, it is quite an ex-
clusive event. 

A press pass would mean that Harris 
would have the opportunity to be with all 
of the other reporters covering the shows. 

She hopes to be able to see three to 
four shows, and then write about them in 
her blog. 

New York City was also where she 
became interested in fashion. She at-
tended a Chanel fashion show with her 
parents when she was twelve and imme-
diately was fascinated. 

“I loved all of the white and the black 
they used in their show,” Harris said. 
“And I just knew that I really wanted to 
create a contrast like that.” 

If she is given the opportunity to go 
to New York Fashion Week, she will have 
to use her own funds to get to the city. 

“I could possibly arrange deals for 
plane tickets and hotels,” Harris said. 

“But getting to see the shows and re-
porting on it would make it worth it.”  

Sella Kinch
News Editor 

An eye for fash-
ion landed her a 
spot at the top 
fashion college 

in America

Above is a photo junior Caldwell Harris used in her blog for the Fashion Institute of Design 
and Merchandising. 

Senior Eliza Roberts was recently 
accepted into the number one school for 
fashion in America, Savannah College of 
Art and Design (SCAD).

This prestigious private college takes 
deep interest in the talented students who 
attend there. 

In fact, their board consists of mul-
tiple major fashion icons, including Rob-
erts’ role model: Anna Wintor, editor of 
the world renowned fashion and lifestyle 
magazine Vogue.

“If I could be anybody, I would be 
Anna Wintor.” Roberts said.

Roberts discovered her passion for 
fashion when she was very young. 

She had an eye for the way things 
went together, as well as an artistic per-
sonality.

“I always used to help my parents 

e x p e -
rience, and 
e x t r e m e l y 
helpful as she 
was trying to 
get into the 
university. 

“I’m re-
ally look-
ing forward 
to attending 
SCAD be-
cause I get 
to be around 
people who 
are interested 
in the same 
types of 
things that I 
am interested 
in,” Roberts 
said. 

One of 
the profes-
sors who 
worked with 
Roberts, Sa-
chi, took the 
time to chase 

her down  and recruit her to attend 
SCAD after graduating high school.

“After she went to Savannah Col-
lege of Art and Design over the sum-
mer,” Eliza’s sister Sophie Roberts 
said, “one of her teachers told our par-

ents that Eliza’s work was some of the 
best that she’s seen in years coming out 
of that program.”

It is no question to many of Roberts’ 
acquaintances that she has a very bright 
future.

Those professors who worked with 
her over the summer caught onto that no-
tion very quickly.

“Eliza has been an amazing artist 
ever since I remember,” junior Isabel 
Newport said. “She works hard and is a 
true perfectionist.” 

A few years back, Roberts tried out 
modeling, after being encouraged to see 
what it was like by many of her friends 
and family.
      She first began modeling with Marsha 
Doll Modeling, located locally in Talla-
hassee.
       Her pursuit of modeling took a brief 
break, however, when she began focus-
ing more on the arts and getting into col-
lege.
     Roberts’ interest in modeling was 
recently rekindled when Sachi told her 
that she should really try to go after that 
dream-saying that it would definitely aid 
in her fashion career.
      In the future, she hopes to continue 
pursuing modeling as she goes into col-
lege.
      Roberts has high hopes as she takes 
her next step in life at Savannah College  
of Art and Design.
      

photo courtesy of Eliza Roberts

Roberts previously modeled with Marsha Doll Model-
ing locally in Tallahassee.

photo courtesy of Caldwell Harris
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mately 10 home runs in her ca-
reer, which is well above aver-
age.

“I’ve played with her for sev-
en years now and she’s beceome 
one of my greatest friends,” 
senior Maddie Williams said. 
“She’s a great person and an all 
around great player. 

“She hits and pitches well 
and she’s always working hard 

Varsity softball player 
Jensen Strickland aspires to lead 
her team to its first state appear-
ance this year through her inte-
gral role as a pitcher.

The senior has been pitch-
ing for almost 10 years now, and 
this will mark her fourth year on 
varsity.

As a freshman, she was im-
mediately thrust into the starting 
pitching position.

“I came in as a freshman 
pitching against 18-year-olds,” 
Strickland said. “It was really an 
eye-opening experience.”

Strickland’s sophomore year 
was what inspired her to kick up 
her training. She was named a 
captain and didn’t want to be av-
erage. She wanted to be the best.

“I started hitting every 
day before and after practice,” 
Strickland said. “I threw every 
day and started training on my 
own.

“I just put in so much hard 
work and I’m so happy it has all 
paid off.”

Her hard work speaks for 
itself in her pitching, as well as 
her batting. Jensen can throw a 
63 miles-per-hour fastball on 
average and has hit approxi-

Tennis seniors incredibly alike 
Hannah Rodriguez

Sports Editor

to better herself.”
Her mental side of the game, 

however, is one of the most im-
portant aspects to her.

“You control the pace of the 
game, and if you’re not at 100 
percent everyone will notice,” 
Strickland said. 

“I’ve had to learn that some-
times things happen and I have 
to let that go.”

Hannah Rodriguez
Sports Editor

There are over seven mil-
lion high school athletes in the 
United States, and according to 
the National Collegiate Scout-
ing Association there are only 
enough college roster spots for 
two percent of them.

What’s more, only one per-
cent of those get full Division I 
scholarships.

So when you decide you 
want to make the commitment 
to play at the collegiate level, 
make sure it is due to the love 
for the sport, not the potential 
dollar signs you see.

A study done by scholar-
shipstats.com shows that in high 
school baseball, football, bas-
ketball and volleyball, the per-
centages that a player will play 
DI are 2.1 percent, 2.4 percent, 
1.0 percent, and 0.9 percent, re-
spectively. 

I have heard many student-
athletes say they are going to 
play at the DI level after high 
school. While that is a good goal 
to have, the odds of realizing 
that goal are slim.

Don’t believe the big lie fed 
to many high school students: 
if you think you are good at a 
sport, then you can get a full ride 
somewhere.

If you  do want to play in 
college, some schools will defi-
nitely want you. The unfortu-
nate reality is that it may be a 
school you have no interest in 
attending.

However, some athletes for-
get the importance of education. 

You should not sacrifice an 
opportunity for a quality edu-
cation just to play a collegiate 
sport. 

It’s a tough decision many 
are forced to make.

As an athlete going through 
the recruiting process, I can tell 
you it’s the most stressful thing 
that I have experienced. 

When I sat down to talk to 
my high school coach, I was 
given a reality check on the 
schools at which I had a realistic 
chance of playing.

It’s not what any athlete 
wants to hear. 

But, since then, I have nar-
rowed my schools and have had 
way more success talking to 
coaches and getting recognized 
by schools.

Pitcher sets sight on state title
Strickland and her team-

mates told their coach the first 
day they started training that 
they wanted to go to the state 
championships.

As it is her senior year, 
Strickland is really trying to 
push the girls on her team to-
wards a state-bound mindset.

“It’s going to be really im-
portant that we focus on one 
game at a time,” Strickland said. 
“The idea of state is a hard one 
to buy into at the start of a sea-
son, so we have to focus on suc-
cess one game at a time.”

Strickland has signed with 
Pensacola State College for a 
full scholarship. 

It is a junior college that 
competes at the Division I level. 

Strickland also had full 
ride offers from Tallahassee 
Community College, Chipola 
University and Northwest 
Florida State University.

“Honestly, the coach is 
what brought me to Pensacola,” 
Strickland said. “I came to a 
pitching clinic and she came up 
to me to help me and within two 
words I already got what she 
was saying.

“We just clicked immediate-
ly and I know she will be able to 
help me so much.” 

Senior Jensen Strickland pitches against Chiles High School last season.

Seniors Drew Brown and 
Will Stone are not only the 
leaders of the Leon boys tennis 
team, they’re one of the top one-
two combinations in the state, 
according to head coach Kevin 
Record.

Brown will be playing at the 
number one spot and Stone will 
compete at number two. Both 
are considered excellent lead-
ers.

“He’s [Stone] a great leader 
just by who he is,” Record said. 
“He leads by example and the 
team loves him, so they’ll fol-
low him.”

Stone has made it a goal to 
be the type of leader that just 
makes everyone around him 
want to be there. 

Brown describes himself 
as a more laid back leader and 
likes to emphasize that even 
though it’s very competitive, it 
should always be fun.

Last season, Stone played at 
the number one spot. He was the 
All-Big Bend Player of the Year. 
However, his modesty sets him 
apart from other athletes. 

“He’s extremely humble,” 
Record said. “He just lets his 
racket do the talking, and it’s 

more powerful when you just do 
it, which he does.”

Stone missed part of the 
2015 season, starting when he 
first had a rapid heartbeat during 
a tournament in Pensacola. 

After visiting the hospi-
tal, he was told to wear a heart 
monitor for 30 days, and even 
missed out on the city champi-
onships. 

In his first game back, he de-
feated the All-Big Bend Player 
of the Year from last year whom 
he had never beaten.

During Stone’s absence, 
Brown was given the opportuni-
ty to play at number one. Shock-
ingly, he said he didn’t want the 
spot.

“Everyone’s looking up to 
you and expecting you to win,” 
Brown said. “You kind of be-
come the face of the program 
and I didn’t want to deal with 
that yet.”

His attitude this season has 
changed though, as he is ready 
to assume the responsibility of 
that role.

“It’s going to be tough fill-
ing Will’s role, but I’m ready 
to serve more as a leader this 
year,” Brown said. 

He knows that collegiate 
coaches look for leaders and the 
top players, and he wants to start 

focusing on that aspect more.
Although great individually, 

their talent combined as a dou-
bles team could make them one 
of the best in the state.

Those who know the duo 
closely say they are as good as 
they are because they are like 
the same person.

“I honestly can’t think of a 
difference between the two,” 
Record said. “That’s what sets 
them apart from other teams.”

They are best friends, both 

on and off the court, and they 
both believe that their similari-
ties will help them succeed.

“Honestly, we’re kind of like 
girlfriends,” Stone said. “We re-
ally do everything together.”

Brown believes what will 
help them the most is the knowl-
edge they have for each other’s 
games. 

“We both know exactly 
what ball the other can get to 
and exactly what they’re going 
to do with it,” Brown said.

Hannah Rodriguez
Sports Editor

photo courtesy of Raymond Lanier

photo courtesy of Will Stone

Seniors Will Stone and Drew Brown play doubles together last season 
against Winter Park.
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Huang shines as ballerina

Senior excels in tennis and academics
Steinmeyer accepted into Business Honors Program at the University of Texas at Austin

Senior Mary Lynne Steinmeyer has 
been a member of the Leon varsity ten-
nis team for the past three years while 
maintaining a perfect GPA, which can be 
credited to her competitive nature.

Next year Steinmeyer plans to attend 
the University of Texas at Austin where 
she was accepted in to the Business Hon-
ors Program, one of the nation’s premier 
business schools.

One of the many reasons why Stein-
meyer chose this university, aside from 
its business school ranking fourteenth 
in the nation according to Forbes Maga-
zine, was for its outstanding club tennis 
program. 

The program is noted for its giant fa-
cilities with over 100 courts. 

While Steinmeyer is unsure if she 
will continue her tennis career in college, 
she enjoys having the option of playing 
for an elite club tennis team.

Throughout high school Steinmeyer 
has maintained a 4.0 unweighted GPA 
and currently holds a weighted GPA of 
4.5, seating her ninth in her class rank-
ing. In addition to getting remarkable 
grades, Steinmeyer scored a 2260 on her 
SAT and a 33 on her ACT.

Steinmeyer attributes these intellec-
tual achievements to her perfectionist at-

Caroline Dempsey
Sports Editor

Caroline Dempsey
Sports Editor

Senior Mary Lynne Steinmeyer prepares to hit a backhand drive in a match last season.

photo courtesy of Helen Huang

Helen Huang posed as the “poster child” for the 2015 Nut-
cracker performance put on by The Tallahassee Ballet. 

titude and detail-oriented manner.
While Steinmeyer has always en-

joyed reading and writing, the class she 
enjoys most is her calculus class taught 
by Cesar Kothe. She also noted her Ad-
vanced Placement Government and Poli-
tics class as one in which she is proud of  
her success.

“I have never felt more rewarded by 
a grade in a class than by my grade in 
[AP Government],” Steinmeyer said.

In regards to her tennis career, which 
began the summer before she entered 
middle school, Steinmeyer has had the 
honor of playing on varsity three out of 
her four years of high school. She broke 
into the starting lineup last season.

Steinmeyer is known for her strong 
forehand, which she uses as her weapon.

“We have scrappy players and we 
have feisty players,” tennis coach Kevin 
Record stated, “but [Mary Lynne] has the 
hardest-hitting shot on our team.”

Record added that Steinmeyer is able 
to hold her ground when playing big-
hitting players on opposing teams. Over 
the past three years, Record stated he has 
seen Steinmeyer mature as a person and 
become a more well-rounded player.

In Steinmeyer’s sophomore year, she 
was ranked seventh on the girls’ ladder 
and was ranked fifth her junior year (the 
top five girls are considered “starters”).

Remaining a starter is one of Stein-

meyer’s goals for her senior season. An 
additional goal of hers is to build and 
maintain a bond with each of the girls on 
the varsity team. 

“We have some rebuilding to do 
since we lost two of our starting seniors,” 
Steinmeyer stated, “and so while making 
it far in post-season is an achievable goal 
for us, I believe it will be more important 
to have fun and grow closer as a team.”

 Record added to this idea of a “re-
building year” by stating he believes the 
team has the potential to surprise people 
by playing “its own game” and not trying 

Sophomore Helen Huang doubles as an ordinary 
student and an above-average ballerina. Huang, 15, fell 
in love with ballet at the mere age of four.

Huang dances at the Tallahassee Ballet Company, 
and is a part of the Senior 1 group, which is the highest 
non-paid level at the company.

This is Huang’s third year at this level. Huang takes 
pride in being at this level at such a young age.

Dance continues to be a passion of Huang’s be-
cause she enjoys expressing herself through movement 
and has had the opportunity to make excellent friends 
through it.

Beginning at the age of eight, Huang has been par-
ticipating in the Nutcracker performance that takes place 
each December at Ruby Diamond. In her first year, she 
was cast as an angel.

This past year, in addition to being the “poster child” 
for all billboards and brochures that publicized the Nut-
cracker, Huang danced as Clara’s friend, a snowflake, a 
rose and the lead Chinese character.

Huang admitted that it was a good feeling to have 
her picture seen by so many and also revealed it was fun 
to take the pictures.

One performance that Huang notes as especially en-
joyable was Snow White, which took place in 2010. In 
this particular performance, Huang acted as one of the 
seven dwarves.

During a "normal" school week, Huang dances 
eight hours and two to four hours each day of the week-
end. Hours increase greatly when her company has an 
upcoming show.

Huang noted how much dance has affected her 
physically as well as mentally.

"[Dancing] is good for discipline because I am al-

ways pushing for perfection," Huang said. "We are being 
taught how to push ourselves and challenge our mind."

Huang stated she has learned how to take care of 
herself physically and has learned the importance of 
stretching.

Fellow Tallahassee Ballet dancer and friend of 
Huang’s, Sarah Barton, 16, notes the beauty in Huang’s 
dancing.

“Her dancing is very clean and precise in the way 

that there’s a purity through her movement,” Barton 
said, “and her calf muscles are probably the most per-
fect in the world.

“She’s an overall amazingly beautiful person.”
Three summers ago, as well as last summer, Huang 

attended the two-week long Summer Intensive Dance 
Workshop at Florida State University. According to 
Huang, these workshops have been crucial to the im-
provement of her skill and artistry.

“There are so many different ‘rules’ you have to 
abide by when training classical ballet,” Huang said. 
“Summer intensives help - sometimes it is easier to im-
plement corrections from teachers that you don’t regu-
larly have beacause they explain it in a new way.”

Huang plans to continue dancing at her ballet com-
pany for the rest of high school. 

Although she does not currently wish to continue 
dancing in college, she has not ruled out that option out 
completely. 

The Tallahassee Ballet School Director Melanie 
Velazquez has already been teaching Huang for three 
years. The training school was established seven years 
ago. It has prepared dancers for The Tallahassee Ballet 
company, as well as other larger companies. 

“I see that [Huang] is an impeccable student who 
is very thoughtful, precise and aware of her body,” 
Velazquez said.

In the company’s “Dance For Spring,” Huang will 
be performing in both classical and contemporary 
works. 

The company’s current goal is to branch out from 
the traditional approach the studio has always had to-
wards dance. 

“The Tallahassee Ballet, like many national com-
panies, is exploring more creative options within ballet 
by moving towards contemporary elements,” Velazquez 
said. 

to play the “opponent’s game.”
Steinmeyer mentioned senior Syd-

ney Harrison as someone she has grown 
closer to through tennis, noting that she 
believes Harrison is one of the hardest 
working and most dedicated members of 
the team.

Harrison noted Steinmeyer was a 
very dynamic player.

“I love to watch [Steinmeyer] play 
because she always gives it her all,” 
Harrison said. “She doesn’t let anything 
get her down and she will fight until the 
end.”

Linda Grady
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Phillips comes back from getting cut
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Transfer from NFC did not 
let freshman setback keep 

him from having major 
impact on program

Senior Eli Phillips was cut from the Leon basket-
ball program as a freshman, but he didn’t let the setback 
keep him from coming back.

The transfer from North Florida Christian School 
kept working at the sport, practicing and watching the 
Lions.

As a sophomore, he made the junior varsity and, 
now a senior, he is a major contributor at shooting 
guard, averaging 6.3 points per game, which ranks 
fourth on the squad.

Varsity coach Rick Davis knew Phillips from the 
local parks and recreation league.

“I think he’s a player that really understands the 
game, and I put him on my team because I thought he 
could shoot the ball and he just needed a chance,” Davis 
said. 

Davis doesn’t regret giving that chance at all.
He says Phillips is very coachable and is not afraid 

to throw his body around, and get down and into the 
game. 

He also claims that, since joining the team, Phillips 
has increased his jump shot range, his intensity and his 
basic understanding of the game. 

However, he says Phillips has not reached his peak 
yet and has a lot of growing to do, but thinks with ev-
ery practice and every game, he sees him growing and 

could see him in the running for a scholarship. 
Philips says a scholarship would be nice, but he 

isn’t pressing for one, he just loves playing the game. 
He’s deciding between going to Tallahassee Com-

munity College for a few years and then transferring to 
Florida State University, or The University of Tampa. 

He says he’ll continue with basketball as a hobby, 

scholarship or not. 
 Phillips has played with teammate Israel Chipman, 

who described him as an “aggressive player with a nice 
form who is very consistent with his shots.” 

Chipman watched Philips when he was on the ju-
nior varsity team, saying he’s a laidback guy, but not 
afraid to push when it is needed.

Camille Okonkwo

Senior Eli Phillips shoots a floater in a home victory against the East Gadsden High Jaguars on Jan. 7.



WINTER
SCOREBOARD
Boys Basketball
Date  Event   
11/24/15 at Colquitt County
12/01/15 Dothan
12/03/15 at Godby
12/04/15 Rickards
12/08/15 at Chiles
12/11/15 Lincoln                                             
12/12/15 at Mosley
12/18/15 at Raines
12/19/15 at Ribault
12/22/15 Plant City
01/07/16 East Gadsden
01/09/16 at West Gadsden                   
01/12/16 Chiles
01/14/16 at Lincoln                                            
1/16/16           Tri-Cities    
1/18/16    Florida A&M          
1/21/16  Godby                                                          
           
Girls Basketball
Date  Event  
12/28/15 at Crisp County
12/29/15 at Valdosta
12/30/15 at Dougherty 
01/07/16 at East Gadsden
01/09/16 at Eastside
01/11/16 Wakulla
01/15/16 Lincoln
01/16/16 P.K. Yonge
01/19/16 Maclay
01/20/16 East Gadsden
01/23/16 Rutherford

Boys Soccer 
Date  Event  
11/05/15 at Arnold
11/07/15 at Fl. High
11/10/15 at Lincoln
11/13/15 at Chiles
11/20/15 at Buchholz
11/30/15 at Columbia
12/04/15 Chiles
12/05/15 Gainesville
12/07/15 Taylor County
12/14/15 Columbia
12/18/15 Lincoln
01/19/16 Columbia 
           
Girls Soccer
Date  Event  
12/01/15 Lincoln
12/04/15 Buchholz
12/05/15 Bay
12/08/15 Columbia
12/11/15 Fletcher 
12/12/15 St. Thomas
01/05/15 Florida High
01/07/15 Mosley
01/08/15 Wakulla
01/13/15 Districts Semi-Finals 
01/15/15 Districts Finals 
01/21/15  Regional Quarterfinal   
  against Navarre 
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W, 64-33
W, 63-37
W, 50-45
 L, 59-53
 L, 64-63                          
 L, 65-55
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W, 64-59
W, 46-42
W, 62-55
W, 70-46
 L, 73-67
W, 60-48
W, 76-42
 L, 63-60

W, 60-28
W, 52-41
W, 70-34
 L, 62-52
W, 48-45
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W, 49-39
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 L, 3-2
 T, 1-1
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 L, 5-1
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W, 7-0
 L, 3-2
 T, 0-0
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W, 7-1
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 L, 6-1
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W, 3-2
W, 8-0
W, 4-0
W, 4-0
W, 4-3

Ex-Lion dominates UF diving
For University of Florida se-

nior Delaney Dye, a 2011 Leon 
graduate, being a collegiate div-
er was not what she first had in 
mind. She wanted to be a gym-
nast.

But then she stepped foot 
in Leon High School and met 
former Leon swim coach Doug 
Hartley. Dye knew then that she 
might have a bright future on a 
Division I diving team. 

Dye went on to find her niche 
on the swim team. She was an 
All-American Diver as a senior, 
a four-time All-Big Bend Diver 
of the Year and a four-time Dis-
trict Champion. Dye finished her career at Leon with 
back-to-back state championships and three in her ca-
reer. Statistically, Dye had one of the best diving ca-
reers that Leon has ever seen. 

At the completion of her senior year, Dye was 
plagued with a difficult decision - where to attend col-
lege. Would Dye follow the footsteps of her father? 
Would she go to Auburn? Would she follow 2011 All-
Big-Bend Swimmer of the Year Alex Merritt and be-
come a Tiger?

 Dye would become a Florida Gator. When she 
met five-time Southeastern Conference Diving Coach 
of the Year Donnie Craine, or as she calls him “Craine 
Man,” she knew that her future belonged in Gaines-
ville. She chose UF over scholarship offers from Flor-
ida State University, Clemson University, Louisiana 
State University and Utah.

Dye and Craine had a unique bond from the begin-
ning. Under the direction of Craine, Dye excelled at 
the University of Florida. Now finishing up her senior 
season, Dye has been on the SEC All-Academic Hon-
or Roll every year of her Gator career. Her accolades 
include 2013-14 Honorable Mention Scholar-Athlete 
All-American, 2015 SEC Community Service Team 
Member, 2015 SEC Academic Honor Roll Selection, 
2014 SEC Academic Honor Roll Selection, 2013 SEC 
Academic Honor Roll Selection and 2015 CSCAA 
Spring Scholar Honorable Mention All-American.

Dye competed in all three diving events for the 
Gators during her career. She recorded personal bests 
in the one-meter dive, three-meter dive and platform 
dive, respectively: 298.50 (Pinch-A-Penny All-Florida 
Invitational, Oct. 3-5, 2014), 321.08 (Florida Atlantic, 

1/19/13) and 241.95 (2015 SEC Championships).
Things were going well for Dye heading into her 

senior year. She was preparing for her final season in 
orange and blue and a possible appearance in Rio for the 
2016 Olympics. Then, it happened.

Craine, 61, died in a boating accident off the coast 
of Bokeelia, Fla in April of 2014. He was the reason that 
Dye chose to continue diving at UF. 

“It is because of [Craine] that I say go Gators,” Del-
aney said.

Many others expressed their condolences in the 
wake of his death.

“You'll never meet a nicer guy than Donnie Craine,” 
UF swim coach Gregg Troy said. “He was caring for 
not just the athletes he worked with, but for everyone he 
came in touch with. He was a tremendous family man.”

Dye used this as motivation. Only five months later, 
she lost her father, Donny, who passed away of a defec-
tive heart in September of 2014 at the Kirklin Institute 
at the University of Alabama-Birmingham. He attended 
law school at the University of Florida before finishing 
at Florida State.

“My dad didn’t tell me how to live; he lived, and let 
me watch him do it,” Dye said.

It is only right that his daughter will earn her degree 
as a Gator. 

And, she will. Delaney is on track to graduate with 
a degree in sports management in this spring and is al-
ready taking some graduate level courses in sports man-
agement this year.

She has had quite the athletic career and says she 
will never forget those who pushed her along the way.

University of Florida Swimming and Diving Team

Leon High alum Delaney Dye competes at the 2015 USA Diving Winter National 
Championships in Indianapolis.

Will Rasmussen
Online Editor


