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Junior class president 
Elyse Thompson and her 
childhood friend, Anne Mar-
shall Criser, who is a senior 
at Maclay High School, have 
organized a unique fundrais-
er for local hospitals.

The dual-school fund-
raiser is a dance marathon 
that will be held at Leon on 
Feb. 14 from 10 a.m. to 2 
p.m..

The dance marathon 
will take place in the cafete-
ria.

 “I’m incredibly excited 
for Leon to have the op-
portunity to make another 
impact on its community,” 
Thompson said. “This event 
has the potential to be so 
much fun and make a differ-
ence and I want everyone at 
Leon and Maclay to take this 
opportunity and come to this 
fundraiser for a great cause.”

Fifty percent of the 
money raised from the fund-
raiser will be donated direct-
ly to the children’s hospital 
at Shands in Gainesville and 
the other half will be donat-
ed to the Florida State Uni-
versity Medical Center. 

Dance Marathon took 

Second Harvest 
canned food drive 

helps Leon students 
Julia Chodyla

News Editor
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Dancing for a cause

The annual Second Har-
vest canned food drive re-
turns to Leon Feb. 2-13. Not 
only does this fundraiser 
help many people through-
out the Big Bend, it will also 
be able to aid many Leon 
students. 

Last year, 2,500 cans 
were collected which was 
deemed a phenomenal suc-
cess. 

This year, the Student 
Government Association is 
hoping for a number over 
2,500. 

“I think we will have a 
good year,” SGA sponsor 
Josh Stewart said.

“I anticipate we will 
have even more participa-
tion from people this year 
considering the efforts last 
year.”

“Can the Principal” was 
a popular and successfull 
tradition when past Principal 
Rocky Hanna was around. 

For the past two years, 

On Jan. 31, Leon High 
School hosted the annual 
Latin Forum for all Latin 
programs of Leon County. 
First-year Latin teachers 
Trevor King and Al Kummer 
had the chance to experience 
it from a whole new point of 
view.

“I fell in love with Latin 
when I was a student at Flor-
ida High,” King said. 

“I actually did Latin for 
six years between middle 
school and high school and 
did every single forum.

“Leon had won for over 
20 years when I was in high 
school, so it is so nice to 
walk into that legacy as a 
teacher.”

The Latin Forum is a 
competition that assesses the 
students’ knowledge of the 
Latin language, athletics and 
culture. 

Last year, Leon High 
School won against its big-

Forum showcases 
Latin club’s full 

potential

Students enrolled in Leon’s 
College Algebra class for the sec-
ond semester experienced quite a 
shock when they arrived in their 
fifth period at the beginning of the 
second semester. 

Their new teachers for the re-
mainder of the school year would 
be none other than Princpal Billy 
Epting and Assistant Principal of 
Curriculum Sarah Hembree.

Though the initial surprise of 
the class at this seemingly unprec-
edented maneuver—at least as far 
as Leon goes—was significant, the 
students seem to be settling in and 
getting used to the idea that their 
principals are also their teachers.

“It’s really just like any other 
class,” senior Sabrina Hartsfield 
said.

In fact, while many claim that 
Epting is a very good teacher, the 
students seem to distinctly enjoy 
the humanization of their inevita-
bly larger-than-life principal—par-
ticularly the revelation of his falli-
bility. 

Regardless, according to Ept-
ing, the situation surrounding Le-
on’s College Algebra course has 

Muireall Brown
Editorial Editor

Epting and Hembree teach algebra course
been tricky this year. 

As it turns out, to teach a col-
lege level math class, an individual 
must have acquired a Master’s De-
gree in a mathematical subject or 
have amassed 18 graduate hours in 
mathematics. 

What’s more, the teacher origi-
nally hired to teach the class was 
unable to do so due to the chang-
ing of the rules surrounding his 
teacher’s VISA (he was no longer 
allowed to teach at high schools). 

The subsequent lack of readily 
available qualified individuals re-
sulted in the need to push back the 
first semester courses to the second 
semester. 

Even with the extra time, find-
ing an instructor was by no means 
easy. 

The previous teacher, Erdell 
Maurice, a PhD candidate at FSU 
as well as a mathematics professor 
at TCC and FAMU, had to leave his 
position last year due to an expired 
high school teaching license. 

Even so, Maurice is currently 
teaching the first period College 
Algebra class at Leon. 

In response to the vacancy, 
Leon issued advertisements and 
conducted interviews, but all the 
potential applicants weren’t able to 

fit Leon’s demands into their sched-
ules. 

Not to be deterred from offer-

ing this class, however, Epting and 
Hembree stepped up to the figura-
tive plate. 

Both have their fair share of 

Michael ManiasAssistant Principal Sarah Hembree instructs the College Algebra class during fifth period.

gest rival, Maclay, and was 
able to come in first overall 
at regionals. 

All Latin students had to 
participate in the forum, as it 
counted as 10 percent of the 
third quarter grade.

 If for some reason the 
students could not make it, 
the other alternative was to 
write a 10-page paper about 
Latin culture. 

Despite the many people 
who were passionately in-
volved in the Latin Forum, 
there were some who did it 
just to relieve themselves 
from writing the essay.

According to sophomore 
Camille Kynoch, who par-
ticipated in the forum for the 
first time this year, each stu-
dent had to complete one or 
more tests, which were cre-
ated to assess their knowl-
edge of Latin language and 
culture. 

In order to be prepared, 
the students were obliged to 

SEE LATIN, PAGE 4

off as a nationwide move-
ment involving over 250 uni-
versities and high schools.

The unique idea to bring 
Dance Marathon to Maclay 
and Leon came from Criser.

Her inspiration came 
from an experience with her 
older sister, Callie.   

In 1990, Callie was di-
agnosed with E.coli, which 
is a bacterium found in the 
intestines and can cause se-
vere food poisoning. Callie 
was later rushed to Shands 
and wasn’t supposed to sur-
vive. She was in a coma for 
six weeks.

As a result, she had juve-
nile diabetes until two years 
ago, when she had a double 
organ transplant that rid her 
of the diabetes completely.   

“This fundraiser is a 
way for me to give back to 
the people who saved my 
sister’s life,” Anne said. 
“They helped my family and 
we hope to save at least one 
life.”

The registration is $10 
and that gets you entry and a 
t-shirt to show your support. 

“It’s a great idea because 
we’re combining schools,” 
Kirk said. “We’ll have a va-
riety of kids and get them in-
volved in a great cause.”

it has been changed to “Can 
the Lion.” 

This allows SGA to 
place all the cans around the 
Lion in the front lobby until 
it is completely surrounded 
or “canned.” 

Cans will be collected 
by the SGA during fifth pe-
riod to be put by the Lion.

“I like the idea of ‘Can 
the Lion’ because it is in the 
lobby for all the students and 
teachers to see the progres-
sion,” Principal Billy Epting 
said.

 “Most visible is best.” 
Over the years, there 

have been major incentives 
in order to inspire students 
to collect more cans or raise 
more money including let-
ting the winning class out for 
lunch 10 minutes early, giv-
ing them a cookie cake party 
or even extra credit. 

According to Epting, 
Leon is trying to stray away 
from such things and focus 
on the real problem: hunger. 
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The victims of intolerance
Gender and sexuality are very 

complicated facets of human identity--far 
more complicated than traditional post-
Roman western thought would indicate.

Though such identities vary from 
culture to culture and manifest themselves 
in different ways across the globe, lesbians, 
gays, bisexuals, transgendered people, 
intersex people, asexuals, etc. have been and 
will continue to be a significant component 
of human society—no matter how much our 
cultural brainwashing encourages us to reject 
this fact.

Recently, however, leaps and bounds 
have been made in favor of the lesbian, gay, 
and bisexual community—long overdue 
justice, indeed. The majority of U.S. states, 
including Florida, have either legalized gay 
marriage or had their marriage bans struck 
down by the courts, giving gay people more 
human security and family rights, and for 
anyone who even pretends to embrace human 
rights, rationality, and compassion, this 
should be a cause for celebration.

However, even though we as a 
society have made some progress, have to 
some degree embraced justice over blind 
intolerance and hatred, considering the fact 
that only 60 percent of the population is in 
favor of such progress—and, it follows, 
humanitarian ideals—we still have a long 
way to go.

In a culture so historically saturated with 
uncompromising hatred for the “other,” for 
those whose sexualities do not mirror our own, 
marriage rights are a necessary step. But they 
are not nearly enough. Many members of the 
LGBT+ (lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgender) 
community still face hurtful stereotypes, 
violent hate crimes, familial rejection, severe 
underrepresentation in the media, and deeply 
offensive pseudo-scientific theories for why 
we are “mentally ill” or “damaged.”

Let me be clear: as soon as you start to 
talk about a group of people (particularly 
a marginalized group of people) as if they 
are no more than one thing, as if sweeping 
generalizations about character could ever 
apply to the group as a whole, you have 
already made a fatal error in logic. 

Gay people as a collective whole aren’t 
anything other than gay. They aren’t all drug 
addicted or unstable or sex offenders or 
fabulous dressers or butch or sex addicted 
or unhappy or unfaithful (all exasperating 
arguments I’m sure many of us have heard 
all too often—even from our own families. I 
know I have.)—not even close.

Yet, a large portion of our society insists 
against all evidence to the contrary that 
these things must be so. And our refusal to 
accept the full, complex, multi-dimensional 
humanity of our fellow Queer humans is 
taking a heavy toll. 

Recently, a transgender girl by the 
name of Leelah Alcorn tragically committed 
suicide. She was one of many. 

Even so, instead of acknowledging that 

efforts to marginalize and deny the identites 
of transgendered people have horrible 
consequences for the transgender community, 
certain socially conservative pundits decided 
that their best move was to make odious, 
ignorant, infuriating claims that Alcorn’s 
death was the result of “his mental illness” 
(i.e. her trans status, though, of course, these 
pundits won’t accept her gender identity) and 
“his deviance from God’s will.” Alcorn cites, 
above all, her family’s refusal to accept her 
identity--and her final words were a heartfelt 
plea to “fix society.” 

Unfortunately, within the trans 
community, this is not an uncommon fate. 
Regarding this, a recent study done in January 
2014 by the American Society for Suicide 
Prevention in conjunction with the Williams 
Institute came up with deeply disturbing 
results. 

On average, 44 percent of transgender 
people will attempt suicide — and many 
successfully. For those who report being 
rejected by their families on account of 
their identity and experiencing intense 
discrimination in interpersonal affairs, the 
numbers rise to 50-60 percent. Most chilling, 
however, is the fact that as many as 78 
percent of transgender high school students 
will attempt suicide in response to consistent 
bullying and discrimination. 

This should not be okay. To put it lightly. 
In fact, this obvious ethical failure on the part 
of our society at large should arouse the utmost 
fury in all those who value compassion and 
human life. If anyone reading this honestly 
thinks that a person’s nonconformity to strict 
Western heteronormativity is more disturbing 
or “wrong” than the suffering such arbitrarily 
strict standards inflict upon individuals, I 
could not recommend strongly enough some 
deep soul searching and rethinking of your 
life philosophy and world view. 

Even more than lesbians, gays, bisexuals, 
and asexuals, trans people continue to face 
severe discrimination in the United States, 
from bullying to hate crimes to medical 
discrimination. 

That said, progress is slowly but surely 
being made: there is a movement to label 
parental rejection of an LGBT+ child’s 
identity as child abuse--and it absolutely 
is abuse--to ban horrific and inhumane 
conversion therapies, and to prevent medical 
institutions from discrimination on the basis 
of gender identity. 

Personally, when it comes to issues 
of identity and love and sexuality, nothing 
makes me more furious than when a member 
of the socially conservative community 
claims that increasing visibility and rights for 
Queer people is a violation of their rights and 
religious freedom. 

Allowing the privileged majority to 
overrun the rights of the oppressed minority 
in the name of “freedom” is a disgusting 
perversion of how democracy is intended to 
work. 

Equally disturbing, to me, are those 
parents and family members who are totally 
okay with the LGBT+ community—as long 
as their child has a “normal” sexuality and 
gender identity (and God forbid they’re 
one of those indecisive/sex addicted/
disturbed/*insert highly judgemental and 
offensive adjective here* bisexuals). 

The hypocrisy here should be self 
evident, and it bears bringing up a point 
fundamental to the discussion of the rights 
of Queer minors: when you have children, 
you are signing up to accept those children 
for whoever they are and whoever they will 
become. You have absolutely no right to 
dictate to them who they are allowed to be or 
who they are allowed to love. 

If you are not able to accept that your 
child may be gay or disabled or transgendered 
or otherwise “abnormal”, if you cannot 
accept them for who they are no matter 
what, do not have children. Because maybe 
you’ll get “lucky” and have the healthy 
little heteronormative babies you hope for. 
But maybe, no matter how “Christian” or 
“normal” their upbringing, you won’t—and 
if you can’t accept that, reproduction will 
simply set you up for heartbreak, tragedy, 
abuse, and bitterness. 

In closing, the fact of the matter is, we 
live in a world where a terrifying number 
of Americans still refuse to acknowledge 
and accept the blatant racism and sexism so 
glaringly endemic to our society—never mind 
the struggles of the LGBT+ community. This 
does not necessarily make those Americans 
bad people. It does make them ignorant, 
something we can all be guilty of, and (as is 
usually the case) their intolerance is far from 
being a victimless viewpoint. 

I have no illusions that the Queer 
community will be able to achieve all the 
legal and social rights that they deserve over 
the course of my lifetime. 

And yet, I have hope, a desperate 
burning hope, that perhaps our children or 
our children’s children will be able to safely 
and securely live in a world where they can 
love who they wish, dress as they want, and 
be who they are. 
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   “... I hope that 
our children will 
be able to safely 
and securely live 
in a world where 

they can love 
who they wish, 
dress as they 

want, and be who 
they are.” 

“Hello World!” is the first line a 
programmer writes. It marks a leap into 
innovation and technology – a basic un-
derstanding between humans and com-
puters. 

“Hello World!”, however, quickly 
grows into a very complex organism of 
algorithms and structures. Soon the new-
ly born program matures into a separate 
application, with an intelligence of its 
own, becoming a calculator, word pro-
cessor, or even a self-driving car.

“Hello World!” is a handshake be-
tween humans and technology. It repre-
sents a mastery in communications with 
technology, offering us endless possibili-
ties. 

We can attack complex scientific 
problems, explore the universe, make 
predictions about the future and truly 
satisfy our inspiration and creativity by 
exploring the world of thought and imag-
ination.

Similar to math, science, and art, 
programming is a necessity.  Communi-
cations with computers is a part of our 
every-day life: not only does it offer bet-
ter understanding, but it also gives us 
an opportunity to truly build and influ-
ence the computer’s mind. By learning 
computer programming, you can address 
your individual questions and get com-
puter to do your tasks; you can become 
an explorer and study questions of math 
and science; you can become a creator, 
a master, and make your home devices 
and your smartphone to do exactly what 
you want. 

Even though there is no program-
ming class, it is important to learn pro-
gramming, to discover the potential of 
computers, and to leap into innovation 
and technology.

-Programming Club President, 
Daniel Volya
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Governmental policy hinders the 
future of medicine

There is no question that if 
marijuana was any other drug, de-
cisions about its medical use would 
be up to doctors and patients.

However, the debated topic of 
whether or not cannabis should be 
used in a medical setting has been 
thrown into the hands of the public.

The underlying predicament 
that the future of medical treatment 
in this country faces is not a lack of 
evidence regarding the actual uses 
and effects of the drug.

There are hundreds, if not 
thousands of studies which prove 
the beneficial qualities of medical 
marijuana.

Now, I can respect the differ-
ing opinions of those who are in-
formed on the issue.

However, the people who op-
pose the legalization of medical 
marijuana quite obviously do not 
have their facts straight.

Frankly, medical marijuana it-
self is not the issue.

 It’s the uninformed citizens 
of not only the state of Florida, but 
all other states where marijuana for 
medicinal purposes is illegal, that 
act as the barrier between relieving 
side effects of debilitating diseases 
like cancer and outlawing a plant.

Those who voted on the legal 
fate of the plant never had the facts, 
but were dependent on information 
supplied by those who had a spe-
cific agenda to deceive lawmakers.

The very first federal vote to 
prohibit marijuana was based en-
tirely on a documented lie on the 
floor of the Senate.

As a matter of fact, those who 
object to the prescription of canna-
bis by licensed medical profession-
als are led to believe that patients 
who could genuinely benefit from 
marijuana are just sitting around 
getting high. This could not be 
more false.

Doctors are not going to hand 
their patients rolling papers. A pa-
tient with glaucoma will not be 

handed a bong. The correct dosage 
of THC is so minimal that patients 
consider getting high a side effect, 
not a primary reason to use it. 

Then again, I’m sure a cancer 
patient has more important things 
to worry about than being con-
cerned with the recreational uses 
of their medicine.         

Of course, a great deal of re-
sponsibility lies in the hands of the 
patients and the patient’s caregiv-
ers. 

One could easily overdo his or 
her daily cannabis dosage just as 
easily as one could die from a nar-
cotics overdose. 

By law, doctors are required to 
inform their patients on the poten-
tial side effects of any drug admin-
istered. 

However, the dangers of pre-
scription narcotics and painkillers 
severely outweigh the risks of in-
gesting marijuana. 

Experts from the University of 
Washington found that opioid pain-
killers such as vicodin, oxycontin 
and codeine cause more than half 
of the estimated 78,000 annual 
drug-related deaths worldwide.

Research has shown that mari-
juana, while still criminalized at 
the federal level, can be effective 
as a substitute for treating opioid 
addicts and preventing overdoses.

Medical marijuana also has 
lesser known benefits to individu-
als who suffer from various diseas-
es and disorders, including, but not 
limited to gliomas, Alzheimer’s, 
fibromyalgia, dystonia, hepatitis 
C, diabetes, osteoporosis, MRSA, 
multiple sclerosis, chronic pain, 
hyper tension, sleep apnea and 
rheumatoid arthritis.

Regardless of the intended 
method of consumption, medical 
cannabis can either cure or lessen 
the side effects of these diseases.

Seemingly counterproductive 
to the general public’s perception 
that marijuana is highly addictive 
to all users, injection of THC oil 
into the veins of heroin addicts has 
also been proven to aid in healing 
the addiction.

Massachusetts, which recently 
legalized medical marijuana – 
and where heroin overdoses have 
soared – could be a fertile testing 
ground for this potentially contro-
versial treatment.

While there are addictive prop-
erties of marijuana, those who re-

frain from using the drug after do-
ing so regularly exhibit only a mild 
withdrawal syndrome.

Emphasis on mild - because 
most users who quit only face 
“withdrawal” for two weeks.

In the same way that teenag-
ers are stereotyped to be rebellious 
party animals, marijuana receives 
more hype than necessary.

While it is statistically the 
“most popular” drug in the United 
States, the numbers reported are 
based on how many people have 
simply tried the drug, which cer-
tainly does not account for those 
who did not continue use.

Medical marijuana has been 
relied upon for survival for 22 
years by Cathy Jordan, a patient 

suffering from Amyotrophic Lat-
eral Sclerosis, more commonly 
known by the abbreviation ALS.

The cannabis used by Jordan 
acts as a neuroprotective and pro-
duces a “cottonmouth” effect to 
control excess saliva that could po-
tentially be life-threatening, due to 
choking, especially when eating.

Michaela Frederick, a 3-year-
old Illinois native, suffered from 
violent seizures up to one hundred 
times a day due to a severe case of 
cerebral palsy.

Frederick’s family temporarily 
moved to the state of Colorado in 
order to use THC oil to aid in de-
creasing the frequency of the sei-
zures, with the hopes of their home 
state of Illinois legalizing the use of 

cannabis for epilepsy patients.
In fact, America’s top five 

healthiest cities all happen to be lo-
cated in legal or medical marijuana 
states.

Each city was ranked by judg-
ing the health levels and health care 
accessibility of its citizens.

The Controlled Substance Act 
classified marijuana as a Schedule 
1 drug, meaning it possessed high 
potential for abuse and had no ac-
ceptable medical use.

Thirty years later, this defini-
tion still has not changed.

If it were a question of whether 
or not narcotics are legally avail-
able to those who need them, 
the law would have already been 
passed.

The public fails 
to recognize 

uses of medical 
marijuana



Where is the line? Student-teacher relationships 
can raise controversy

Lauren henderson
News Editor
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Student-teacher relationships 
are a delicate matter. 

The Department of Education 
sets the Principles of Professional 
Conduct for the Education Profes-
sion in Florida, but these principles 
can be very vague.

“Lines can blur,” Principal Bil-
ly Epting said. 

“It’s all about perception. I 
come from a hugging family, but if 
I hugged a student that might look 
a little weird to someone looking in 
on the situation. Even though my 
intentions may be right, the percep-
tion may make my actions seem 
wrong.”  

This is why Epting says it is 
better to just avoid these situations 
altogether. 

 Although there is not a set line, 
there are boundaries that each stu-
dent and teacher should not cross. 

 “There are no set district rules 
or guidelines,” Assistant Principal 
of Curriculum Sarah Hembree said.

“We are bound by the ethics 
code the FDOE makes.”

At the very beginning of each 
year, Epting goes over profes-
sional responsibilities with all of 
the teachers.  If it is their first year 
teaching, they have a separate 

meeting that addresses appropriate 
relationships.

The teachers also go through 
training in ethical behaviors. 

There is more to teaching than 
just instructing students and then 
going home, and many teachers 
have the desire to form bonds with 
their students. These bonds can 
help the student trust the teacher. 
Students may have personal prob-
lems, and feel that their teacher is 
someone they can turn to.

But, Epting advises teachers 
to keep their conversations school-
appropriate. 

“Each teacher wants to help 
their students,” Epting said. “They 
can show compassion to their stu-
dents, but conversing about things 
that probably should not be spoken 
about between student and teacher 
can become a problem.

“Teachers should not say any-
thing to their students that they 
would not want a teacher saying to 
their child. They are not the parent, 
or their friend.”

Small gestures, such as calling 
a teacher by their first name instead 
of their last, can also be seen as in-
appropriate at times. 

Age, gender, sexual orienta-
tion, and many other factors may 
play into what is defined as wrong 
and right student-teacher interac-
tions. 

Students and teachers often 
may be close in age which can 
cause problems to arise.

“It all depends on circumstanc-
es,” Hembree said. 

 “We live in a litigious society.” 
 One of the most explicit rules 

in the Code of Ethics states that a 
teacher “shall not exploit a rela-
tionship with a student for personal 
gain or advantage.”

Social media also opens doors 
to interaction. 

“My first time teaching, there 
was no social media, and most 
houses did not have computers,” 
Epting said. 

“Cell phones didn’t exist. Al-
though social media is a wonderful 
educational tool, it opens the op-
portunity to cross the line of aca-
demic advice.”

Hembree discourages being 
connected with students on social 
media, but it depends on what it is 
being used for. Teachers also have 
to be aware of what they post on 
social media, especially if they are 
connected with their students on 
that account. 

“If a student sees a picture of 
their teacher doing something that 
isn’t school appropriate, it will 
taint that student’s judgment of that 
teacher,” Hembree said. 

Every time a teacher is hired, 
a social media search is conducted, 

which is even more reason to be 
careful of what is posted on the 
web.

“Teaching is part of a hand-
ful of jobs that are held at a higher 
ethical standard,” Epting said, “es-
pecially because we deal with chil-
dren that are 18 and under.”

Social media also allows for 
the fast distribution of information, 
making it hard for a teacher to have 
a private life. For example, if a 
teacher is arrested, soon the whole 
school will know. In fact, accord-
ing to the Code of Ethics, a teacher 
has to self-report any charge/arrest 
larger than a speeding ticket within 

48 hours.
There are no set rules in the 

Code of Ethics for student-teacher 
relationships, but it does address 
that teachers are also liable for 
the student’s safety. According to 
the FDOE Ethics Code, a teacher 
“shall make reasonable effort to 
protect the student from conditions 
harmful to learning and/or to the 
student’s mental and/or physical 
health and/or safety.” 

Because of the liability, teach-
ers should not give students a ride. 
When students need transportation 
to a field trip, teacher cars cannot be 
used. A car must be rented. 

LATIN 
FROM PAGE 1

study at least 30 min-
utes a week at school, either 
during lunch break or after 
school.

 Kynoch asserted that 
students were definitely there 
for more than the required 
amount of time. 

Due to the addition of 
seven or eight more officers, 
two new Latin teachers and 
the highly increased partici-
pation, involvement and skill 
of younger underclassmen, 

Latin Club has become a 
whole new experience, Latin 
Club President Reed Smith 
said.

This past year the Latin 
Club has enjoyed partner-
ing up with Latin clubs from 
other schools outside of the 
competition.

After successfully 
throwing a Christmas party 
with the additional clubs 
from Maclay, Richards and 
Lincoln, the Leon Latin Club 
finally began to feel a little 
more united with the other 
students from the commu-

nity.
“There has always been 

a long-standing animosity 
between Leon and Maclay,” 
Smith said, “but after com-
ing together just to have a 
little fun and put our com-
petitiveness aside, we really 
promoted harmony.”

Looking from a new per-
spective, King is certainly a 
part of the change in the pro-
gram. He also truly under-
stands why he went into the 
teaching field of Latin. 

“Latin has taught me 
so much about the English 

“Each teacher wants to help his 
or her students. They can show 
compassion to their students, 

but conversing about things that 
probably should not be spoken 

about between students and 
teachers can become a problem.” 

- Principal Billy Epting

language,” King said, “how 
the world works, where we 
come from as humans, and 
moreover, taught me about 
myself.

“Because of that, I want-
ed to become a teacher.

“It is important for oth-
ers to see through the lens of 
the past and see what’s hap-
pening now.” 

Now, he has the chance 
to share his passion with all 
the students enrolled in Latin 
at Leon and help them ex-
tend the classroom into com-
petition.

“A lot of us are very 
spoiled and can go gaze into 
the refrigerator full of food 
and find something we don’t 
like,” Epting said. 

“There are some kids, 
even amongst our own stu-
dent body, that can look in 
their fridges and not  find 
anything at all.”

Thirty-eight percent of 
Leon’s students are qualified 
and signed up for Free and 
Reduced Lunch which is a 
federal government program 
which provides support for 
many children in need.

In reality, the percentage 
could easily be much higher, 
but many students do not 
want to make it known that 
they qualify for support.

This means there are 
well over 500 kids at this 
school that would benefit 
from this canned food drive. 

Although the cans do not 
go directly to the students at 
Leon, they can be easily at-
tained through a different or-
ganization.

However, if the guidance 
office knows in advance that 
a family is truly struggling, 
bags will be put together full 
of the non-perishable items 
before the rest are sent off to 
Second Harvest. 

Leon is filled with im-
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mensely gracious people 
who are very willing to help 
those in need. 

In December of 2014, 
many families anonymous-
ly donated gift cards to be 
given out for Christmas to 
selected Leon families.

“People get confused 
sometimes and think Mr. 
Hanna was more passionate 
than Mr. Epting,” said Alli-
son Halpin, who is Epting’s 
secretary. 

“Hanna was more of an 
outgoing cheerleader and 
Epting is more reserved, 
but they have the same size 
hearts.”

Students recognized for citizenship
Paulette Jordan

Staff Writer

Lion of the Month, a 
tradition which has been a 
part of Leon for more than 
20 years, recognizes students 
with outstanding citizenship.

A student chosen for 
Lion of the Month could be 
“a student that is spotted for 
a little thing by a teacher that 
deserves recognition,” psy-
chology teacher Betsy Fisher 
said. 

“It could even be a 
teacher seeing a student pick 
up trash or helping another 
student.” 

One of Principal Billy 
Epting’s most memorable 

nominees was a student who 
helped a wheelchair student 
pick up their books. 

The Student Govern-
ment Association is in charge 
of Lion of the Month. Teach-
ers and administrators sub-
mit nominees.

After each teacher com-
pletes a nomination form, the 
SGA committee chooses the 
four best nominees that they 
think stand out the most from 
each grade level.

The four chosen nomi-
nees are hand delivered an 
invitation during their sixth 
period.

Another similar “Lion” 
award is Lion Pride, which 
is sponsored by a local 

award shop. Again, students 
are recognized for actions 
that would not normally be 
awarded.

The Lion Pride award 
are distributed at the end of 
the semester and the end of 
the school year.

The reward for the Lion 
of the Month is a luncheon 
that contains food cooked by 
culinary students and it takes 
place in the culinary dining 
room. Students are allowed 
to bring one family member 
or friend and the teacher who 
nominated them to the lun-
cheon.

Students are given a 
metal pin and a t-shirt, and 
have their pictures taken.

Buy an ad
in the 
paper.

Looking for a 
way to 

advertise? 

Come to IA4 or 
contact our

 Editors in chief

“There are 
some kids, 

even amongst 
our own stu-
dent body, 

that can look 
in their fridg-

es and not  
find anything 

at all.”
- Principal 

Billy Epting
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Former Leon students Chris 
Fiore and John Rains began their 
independent hip hop group, New 
Alliance, during their sophomore 
year at Leon. 

Now, Fiore is currently study-
ing abroad in Kazakhstan, located 
in the Middle East. 

Fiore and Rains created New 
Alliance their sophomore year, but 
the group really took off the sum-
mer before their senior year.

New Alliance focuses on all of 
the different aspects of their proj-
ect; from video shoots to marketing 
plans, they do it all because they 
value the importance of involving 
themselves in the entire creative 
process. To them, that is the defini-
tion of a true artist.

“Our goal is to create a move-
ment among independent artists, 
music and non-music related, push-
ing for a resurgence in the value of 
hard work and originality within 
our culture,” Fiore said via Face-
book Messenger from Kazakhstan.

They started with a few mix-
tapes just to get the hang of things 
and then their first serious song 
and music video was “Make It 
Tonight,” which received 10,000 
views in under a month.

“Make It Tonight” eventually 
was aired on Fox 49 and the radio 
station Hot 104.9.

Since then, New Alliance has 
released three music videos. “It’s 
Alright,” featuring Ben Evans and 
Knox Culpepper, was Fiore and 

Rain’s first experience being able to 
direct and produce a music video.

“It’s Alright” was also selected 
for the theme song for a radio show 
in New York City.

The next video was “Friday 
Night Lights.”

“Friday Night Lights was our 
break through project,” Fiore said.

New Alliance was able to work 
with a film crew from all over the 
country and hip hop artist Mac 
Miller’s director was there to help 
assist in the cinematography. 

“Friday Night Lights” was shot 
over the course of three days and 
had over 200 people involved. 

“Friday Night Lights” was also 
aired on Hot 104.9 as well as mul-
tiple music blogs online, including 
Good Music All Day. The song was 
voted song of the week on GMAD.

“Friday Night Lights” also 
had a combined total of well over 
50,000 plays.

In addition to making these 
videos, Fiore and Rains have been 
working on a full-length studio al-
bum for the past four years.

They hope to release the album 
sometime this year or early next 
year.

“We are really excited about 
the album’s potential because we 
have had the opportunity to work 
with one of the producers and sound 
engineers that was responsible for 
Macklemore and Ryan Lewis’s rise 
to fame,” Fiore said.

New Alliance was also select-
ed by Austin Mahone and Fall Out 
Boy as finalists to perform at the 
Grammy’s this past year.

Fiore is studying in Kazakh-

Chris Fiore
New Alliance members Chris Fiore (left) and John Rains (right). 

stan until the end of May. 
“I decided to study in Ka-

zakhstan because it is a very 
culturally diverse and beauti-
ful place that few people know 
about and take the time to ex-
plore,” Fiore said. 

In May, Fiore will be going 
to South Korea for two weeks 
before coming back to Florida 
to hopefully finish up New Alli-
ance’s album and prepare for it’s 
release.

“I think the more I travel the 
more I realize that people are 
people,” Fiore said. “No matter 
if you’re in Kazakhstan or Tal-
lahassee, people all have similar 
hopes, dreams and ambitions.”

Another main difference be-
tween Kazakhstan and Tallahas-
see is the language barrier.

“Luckily, I’ve been fortu-
nate enough to have made many 
amazing, local friends who have 
been taking me all over the city 
of Almaty where I am living,” 
Fiore said.

Fiore misses his friends and 
family, but does not particu-
larly miss America and wishes 
he could stay in Kazakhstan for 
longer than half a year.

“The people here are in-
credibly kind and giving,” Fiore 
said. 

“Kazakh’s understanding 
of the meaning of hospitality is 
greater than most Southerners, 
which is saying a lot.”

The biggest challenge for 
Fiore has definitely been the lan-
guage barrier. 

Fiore does not see it as a 

major problem though because 
he’s there to learn Russian. 

“I’m studying Russian and 
Journalism, but my main reason 
for being here is just to experience 

Co-writing a book and shaking hands 
with the president are two things Leon chem-
istry teacher Steve Fannin can pride himself 
in.

In 2011, Fannin was the recipient of the 
presidential award for excellence in math and 
science teaching, given by FSU.

That honor gave him the opportunity to 
meet President Barack Obama.

Earlier this year, he co-wrote a book, 
with five other science teachers, entitled 
“Argument-Driven Inquiry for Chemistry.” It 
was published two months ago.

Prior to coming to Leon in August, Fan-
nin taught at Lincoln for 31 years. During the 
last two years, he also worked at FSU, writing 
and implementing professional development 
curriculum and giving workshops to other 
teachers.

During his time at Lincoln, Fannin taught 
Libby Olk, a history and psychology teacher 
at Leon, who went to elementary school with 
his son.

“It’s hard talking to him on a profession-
al level, and I still call him Mr. Fannin,” Olk 
said. “He was an interesting teacher when I 
took his chemistry class and was mostly easy 
going and funny, but he was always able to 
get down to business when it was necessary.”  

Fannin says he has  quickly made a com-
fortable transition at Leon.

Many of Fannin’s students adore him and 
believe that he is a calm, relaxing teacher who 
is great at what he does.

“Mr. Fannin’s class is very relaxed but 
informative,” sophomore Amanda Willis 
said. “It’s probably because he tells tons of 
jokes and really interacts with us,”

Fannin says that his main point is to 
teach the children in the most painless way 
possible, which is easily done in a relaxed 
environment.

Fannin even named some of his class-
room instruments in order to engage the stu-
dents.

  “I’m well versed in what kids don’t 
know, so I do my best to inform them,” Fan-
nin said.  

Fannin joins the Leon family

what it’s like to live in a completely 
different part of the world,” Fiore 
said. “So far, I’ve had the time of 
my life and would not change my 
experience for the world.”

Chris Fiore poses with friends in Kazakhstan.
Chris Fiore

m a t h e m a t i -
cal experience: as 
she worked on her 
Masters Degrees, 
Hembree amassed 
enough gradu-
ate hours in math-
ematics to be nearly 
qualified to teach the 
class herself. 

What is more, 
Hembree has also 
taught at Deer Lake 
and Cobb as well as 
served as an adjunct 
professor at FSU in 
the education de-
partment. 

M e a n w h i l e , 
Epting’s degree is 
actually in math, 
the subject that he 
started out his ca-
reer teaching, well 
before he took an administrative path, and 
certainly before he was a principal himself.

  However, because Hembree and Epting 
are not technically qualified to teach math-
ematics at the college level, the listed in-
structor of the course is FAMU professor and 
Leon county affiliate Denise Williams. 

Williams will be supervising the curricu-
lum and occasionally teaching the class. 

According to Hembree, in reference to 
hers and Epting’s situation, “we’re kind of 
like TAs.” 

ALGEBRA 
FROM PAGE 1

All in all, it seems that this affair wasn’t 
too difficult to reconcile. 

The class is going forward as planned, 
and Hembree and Epting are reportedly both 
excellent teachers themselves. 

However, when asked if there were any-
thing to take from all this, Hembree indicated 
that the fact that it is almost impossible for a 
good high school to find qualified individuals 
to teach a higher level math course is in itself 
a disturbing statement on the state of public 
education funding. 

Michael Manias

Principal Billy Epting instructs the fifth period College Algebra class 
in the ways of functions in Dr. Pennington’s room.

Chemistry teacher Steve Fannin checks the 
temperature of a solution.

Michael Manias
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hebdo shooting rallies support
Michael Manias

Features Editor 

I  A M  C H A R L I E  H E B D O

What happened at the Charlie Hebdo 
Headquarters in Paris is a tragedy and should 
not have happened. 

Although, I am not going to parade 
around saying "Je suis Charlie" like all those 
people on Snapchat and Twitter are. Charlie 
Hebdo is more or less a French version of 
The Onion. 

In my opinion, most of their drawings 
and cartoons as well as the messages they 
slap on their cover every week are really just 
obscenities. The grand majority of the con-
tent they publish has no literary or comical 
value. 

What appears to be their whole strategy 
to me is to see what can they draw that will 
cause the most shock value, or what will 
turn the most heads when people pass by the 
magazine at a news stand. 

I do not find the content they publish to 
be particularly clever and someone would 
not have to have much comedic talent to 
write for them. 

 I am a supporter of free speech, includ-
ing freedom of the press. 

But, I do not see why Charlie Hebdo 
would feel the need to publish some of the 
things they have in the past. I have seen and 
read the content they have published in the 
past, and I personally find a lot of it to be 
repulsive. 

It is a very leftist magazine and I get 
that Charlie Hebdo is not pro-religion, but 
couldn’t it find a better way to express that 
than putting a depiction of God, Jesus and 
the Holy Spirit engaged in a three way of 
anal sex on the cover of one of their issues? 

Some of their stuff is alright in my opin-
ion, such as cartoons criticizing military 
spending and other political matters. Most of 
it is just too explicit for my taste and frankly 
is not really that funny.  

If they published half of the stuff they 
do, in the United States, they would be six 
feet under the hordes of people that would 
be accusing them of hate speech. 

Now there are flocks of people spew-
ing "I am Charlie" over any social media 
they can, just because Charlie Hebdo was 
not afraid to publish the things they did and 
would not let themselves be controlled by 
threats. 

While that is admirable of the pub-
lishing, does the magazine really stand for 
enough of the peoples’ beliefs for them to 
want to say they are the magazine? It seems 
a little over the top to me.

 I find that Charlie Hebdo not succumb-
ing to threats is indeed admirable, but I am 
not going to idolize them.

 I do feel great dismay that the shooting 
happened and I think that nobody should re-
act that irrationally over a magazine. 

But that does not mean I agree with what 
Charlie Hebdo publishes, and I do not agree 
with how lubricous they make their content 
and I do not think anything they write is 
funny or even thought provoking. For those 
reasons, I am not Charlie Hebdo.

Charlie Hebdo is a leftist satirical 
French magazine that has been being 
published since 1960. It was originally 
called “Hari Kari Hebdo.” 

It underwent a name change in 
1970 to "Charlie Hebdo.”

"Charlie" is referring to Charlie 
Brown from The Peanuts and "Hebdo" 
being short for "Hebdomadiare,” which 
is French for “newspaper.” 

The weekly magazine ended pub-
lication in 1982. Then after a ten year 
hiatus, resumed weekly publication in 
1992. 

The publication has always been 
seen as controversial, due to it frequent-
ly satirizing and mocking religions, po-
litical figures, as well as current events.

 The controversy of Charlie Hebdo 
has occasionally sparked backlash in 
the past. 

For instance, the magazine’s No-
vember 2011 issue named "Charia 
Hebdo,” a pun off of "Sharia Law,” 
had a cartoon of Muhammad saying 
"100 lashes of the whip if you don't die 
laughing.”

Shortly after the issue was pub-
lished Charlie Hebdo's website was 
hacked. 

Also, Charlie Hebdo's headquarters 
in Paris was bombed. In the September 
2012 issue, the magazine depicted a 
series of nude cartoon drawings of Mu-
hammad in provocative poses.

There was a highly negative and 
hostile reaction from Muslim groups 
around the globe. 

The resulting reaction caused the 
French government to place extra security 
in French embassies located in predomi-
nantly Muslim countries.

On Jan. 7, 2015 two extremist Islamic 
terrorists entered Charlie Hebdo's main 
Paris headquarters and shot and killed 
twelve people. 

The twelve victims consisted of the 
main staff of writers and cartoonists as 
well as French economist Bernard Maris 
and two police officers. Eleven others 
were wounded. 

The duo of gunmen were named Said 
Kouachi and Cherif Kouachi. 

They were Islamic French brothers 
and members of Al Qaeda. 

The armed terrorists shouted "Allahu 
Akbar,” Arabic for "God is great,” mul-
tiple times during the shooting. 

The two gunmen did not kill staff jour-
nalist Sigolene Vinson because she was a 

woman, although they told her to convert 
to Islam.

After the incident, France's president 
Francois Hollande was disgusted with 
what happened and that it was a:

"Terrorist attack of the most extreme 
barbarity."

To show support for both Charlie Heb-
do and the freedom of the press in general, 
other newspapers and people everywhere 
are adopting the phrase "Je suis Charlie" or 
"I am Charlie.”   

On January 8th, 2015, what remained 
of the Charlie Hebdo staff announced the 
magazine would continue as usual and that 
the next issue would have a printing of five 
million copies. 

The issue published the week after the 
incident depicted a drawing of Muham-
mad holding a "Je suis Charlie" sign, on 
the cover. Beneath, the cover read, “All are 
pardoned.”

Incidents since 2014 when violations of  Freedom of  Expression occurred
Examples of journalists all over the world being punished for violating the censorship in their countries in recent years

January 17, 2014
Gambia: Two journalists 
are facing prosecution for 
conspiracy after writing an 
article claiming 19 mem-
bers of their government 
are transferring to another 
political party. 

February 18, 2014
Kiev: At least 27 journalists 
were injured while cover-
ing the stories of dangerous 
clashes in their country. 

March 16, 2014
Ethiopia: This day marked 
the 1000th day since Ethio-
pian journalist Reyoot 
Alemu was arrested for 
criticizing the government’s 
attacks and views on de-
mocracy. 

April 11, 2014
Somaliland: Police am-
bushed the Hatuuf News-
paper while ordering the 
newspaper to shut down 
because they delivered 
“false news.” 

May 27, 2014
Iran: Mark Zuckerberg was 
called to court in southern 
Iran, a judge declaring that 
people were violating their 
rights of service in their ac-
counts.

July 7, 2014
Iran: Marzieh Rasouli is sent 
to jail for two years and 
must endure 50 lashes for 
the charge of “spreading 
propaganda.

July 15, 2014
Republic of Ingushetia: This 
day marked the fifth an-
niversary of finding public 
rights defender and jour-
nalist Natalia Esternirova 
murdered after she was 
kidnapped. 

August 2014 
Vietnam: Facebook profiles 
regarding Vietnamese hu-
man rights acts were con-
tinuously being shut down 
during this month by au-
thorities. 

October 30, 2014
Baku: A Baku court sen-
tenced journalists to 25 
days for “hooligans” and 
disobeying the police. 

November 11, 2014
Mexico: Guerro police beat 
journalist Carlos Rubio dur-
ing protest and threatened 
other journalists as well. 
This was a protest for 43 
teachers that disappeared 
from Ayotzinapa. 

December 24, 2014
Turkey: At least 24 journal-
ists were arrested during 
a police raid in the Zaman 
newspaper and TV station. 

 
 The Charlie Hebdo newspaper is 

known for its controversial cartoons, de-
tailing political and religious members in a 
mocking manner. 

However, while the Hebdo’s cartoons 
stirred up outburst all over the world for 
the past few years, political and satirical 
cartoons have been circulating around us 
since the American Revolution.

 Cartoons began as “caricatures”, an 
Italian concept that is making the human 
face with only a few strokes of a pen.

 But it was in the 1770s that the hu-
morous caricatures revolved into cartoons 
poking fun at social hierarchies and stereo-
types of that period.

 It was around that time when an infa-
mous cartoon from the Revolutionary War 
is titled “Join, or Die”, the cartoon detail-
ing a snake dissected into many pieces. 

The snake was separated into thirteen 
pieces, representing the original thirteen 
colonies. 

The cartoon was symbolic towards the 
fight against the British, encouraging the 
American citizens to join and fight, or face 
death.

 In 1789, the French Revolution spurred 
an advance of the political cartoons against 
the British and French.  

Many of the cartoons were sponsored 
by an organization called Fox and the fight 

against the government and the cartoon-
ist continued until the Foxists declined in 
1795.

 Soon enough, the price of the pages 
doubled or even tripled and there was 
unfortunately a government attack on a 
peaceful protest in Manchester in the Au-
gust of 1819.

 The amount of political cartoons di-
minished until it was shadowed with inno-
cent humor.

Political cartoons make history
How the making of cartoons has transformed from what was originally harm-

less into what can be a dangerous occupation

January 7, 2015
Paris: Two masked 
men armed with guns 
attacked the Charlie 
Hebdo headquarters. 

2014
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The “Join, or Die” cartoon from the Revolutionary War asked American citizens of the 
thirteen colonies to fight against the British.

I am not 
Charlie Hebdo

Michael Manias
Features Editor 

not?
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 In the 1830s, many humorous cartoon 
books were published in Britain, one of the 
most famous was a magazine called Punch. 

Punch was famously known for its 
lack of profanity, insults and malice, which 
cartoons that were structured on these were 
still frowned upon.

 Political cartoonists soon rallied 
against opposing sides in the World Wars, 
bringing back the controversial cartoons 
during these dark times.  

The most famous cartoons were ones 
that personified national symbols. 

The works of Bert Thomas and Bruce 
Bairnsfather were known for boosting the 
morals of the British army lines; for their 
famous comic quote, “Feed the guns!”

After World War I and World War II, 
an age of comedians washed over Britain. 
The comedians were appearing on stage, 
television and radio. 

A satirical magazine called Private 
Eye was founded and its mocking of the 
government slowly diminished the empire 
of insult-free cartoons from Punch.

As more and more people became in-
terested in the concept of satirical comedy, 
writers and cartoonists came together to 
create more political cartoons.

During the 1950s and the 1960s, com-
ics involving boys, sports, jobs and armies 
were being founded.

One of them was the incredibly well 
known Dennis the Menace, which even 
today is an incredible franchise with daily 
comics in newspapers all over the United 
States and even has its own movie.

And now, the satirical comic strips and 
cartoons have grown to become danger-
ous, insulting some religious groups can be 
deadly. 

The cartoonists in the Charlie Hebdo 
newspaper were aware of the danger they 
were in, but it's extraordinary that a simple 
colorful picture could do so much, real 
damage.

2015

117 students at Leon were asked whether or not media should be cen-
sored with the choices of yes, no or sometimes. 

Should the media be
 censored? 

Yes: 6%
No: 50%
Sometimes: 44%
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Senior Ryker Laramore has been shaking 
his “groove thang” since the age of 10.

Laramore first discovered his passion for 
dancing at small parties that his neighbors 
would hold. Those neighbors were the Kath-
ryn sisters: Sarah, Hannah and Amanda.

“I just moved my body to the beat,” Lar-
amore said. “I would get up on the pool’s div-
ing board and dance around, and that’s when 
my neighbors began encouraging me to get 
into dance.” 

Ever since then, his life has revolved 
around dance. 

“The best part of dance is getting lost in 
it,” Laramore said. “I love both the artsy side 
and entertainment side of it. They contrast 
with each other.”

Laramore stated that his biggest dream 
would be to back-up dance for the world fa-
mous icon, Beyoncé. 

Currently, Laramore dances at Dance Fu-
sion Studio.

 His favorite styles are both hip-hop and 
contemporary (mainly because of Beyoncé). 

“I’m more of a now and moving forward 
kind of dancer,” Laramore said. 

Laramore started dancing with the Leon 
dance team his freshman year. Last year, he 
was the team’s co-captain and this year he 
gained the position of captain. 

Laramore considers becoming captain of 
the dance team to be one of his biggest ac-
complishments. 

After working tirelessly with the group 
for over three years, Laramore was recently 
forced to make the extremely difficult deci-
sion to stop dancing with the team. 

“I really did not 
want to quit,” Lara-
more said. 

“But I think that it 
will benefit me in the 
long run.”

Due to an exces-
sive amount of his 
time being spent at 
Dance Fusion, Lara-
more decided with 
a heavy heart that it 
would be best if he did 
not continue on with 
the team.

Laramore hopes 
to attend FSU, where 
he would love to try 
out for Golden Girls. 

Wherever he ends 
up attending, Lara-
more plans to be in-
volved with some sort 
of dance studio.

“Ryker Lara-
maore is the most out-
going person that you 
will meet and he lights 
up the room when he 
walks in,” fellow Dance Fusion dancer Mar-
ley Bracewell said. 

“He is the funniest person that I know, 
by far, and he is a great dancer.”

Besides dancing, Laramore has a love 
for photography as well. 

One day, Laramore would like to have 
photography as a side job.

“Along with dance, photography is one 
of my forms of release,” Laramore said. “I 
think that everyone needs a form of release.”

On his left wrist, Laramore has a small 
tattoo that says “time.” In previous years, 
Laramore has struggled with depression and 
self-harm. 

He got the tattoo as a milestone on the 
pathway to getting better.

“This tattoo was to help me recover and 
remember that time heals all wounds,” Lara-
more said. 

“As cliche as it may sound, things do get 
better. 

“Sometimes they just have to get worse 
before they ever get better.”

Laramore uses the tattoo’s meaning as a 
way to spread awareness.

“I knew people would ask about it,” Lar-
amore said. “But I’m okay with telling people 
about it. 

“I want to spread awareness to everyone 
about self-harm, because so many people that 
we know are affected by it.”

Student dreams of back-up dancing for Beyonce
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“best in show” in the district com-
petition several weekends ago. 

The group performed “Gold” 
- a piece from the musical “Once” 
- and will be representing Leon’s 
district in Tampa in March.

“Max Brey is one of the most 
talented and understanding musi-
cians I have ever worked with,” se-
nior Michael Mattox said. 

“His work ethic is hard to match. 
Brey amazes me with the sheer 
number of instruments he plays as 

EmmaLea Reed
Features Editor 

Brey excels in much more than just music

Thespians, choir, Brain Bowl, 
playing six instruments and an ex-
ceptionally good Kermit the Frog 
impression: just a few of the many 
talents that junior Max Brey pos-
sesses.

Brey is deeply involved with 
several of Leon’s choral groups in-
cluding Capital Singers, Madrigals 
and PAWS. 

“I have had a passion for sing-
ing for forever,” said Brey.

Brey began taking vocal les-
sons in the seventh grade while at-
tending The Magnolia School, and 
hasn’t stopped since. 

In fact, Brey wants to attend 
college for music, specifically with 
the hopes of becoming a choir di-
rector.

“Max is one of the smartest and 
most talented people I know,” ju-
nior Mia Pesta said. “But somehow 

well as 
his proficiency on every 
single        instrument he 
touches.

“I have had the plea-
sure of working under 
Brey in a student-run male 
ensemble. Brey finds the 
music and teaches it. He’s 
professional, but still one of 
the guys.”

Brey’s all-time favor-
ite show that he’s ever per-
formed at Leon is “Swee-
ney Todd,” in which he was 
the understudy for Toby. 

“I got to work with 
great people,” Brey said. “It 
was just a great experience 
overall.”

One of the theaters that 
Brey is involved in is Quin-
cy Music Theater. 

Recently, he was in 
the theater’s production of 

“Cats,” an extremely successful 
show. Quincy Music Theater actu-
ally had its most tickets sold ever 
from that show, and sold out every 
night that it was performed.

In “Cats,” Brey played the 
part of Growl Tiger, the pirate 
cat. 

“My costume looked like a gi-
ant Cheetoh,” Brey said.

On top of all the singing and 
dancing and acting, Brey can play 
mandolin, banjo, guitar, bass, do-

Senior Ryker Laramore competes at Florida State University. He is no longer part of the Leon dance team.
Ryker Laramore

Junior com-
pelled by 

passion for 
the arts

he always remains so humble about 
it. He is always kind to others and 
willing to help.”

Since his freshman year, Brey 
has been an active part of Thespi-
ans. This year, he even holds the 
position of treasurer of the club. 

Brey has been in two shows 
with Thespians so far, and has a 
third coming up this spring. 

He considers his greatest thes-
pian accomplishment to be when he  
and fellow thespian members won 

Hadley Richter

bro and piano. 
Most unique of the six instru-

ments is obviously, the dobro, 
which is a type of acoustic guitar 
with steel resonating disks inside 
the body under the bridge. 

Musically speaking, Brey’s 
role model is singer/actor Mandy 
Patinkin. 

“He’s just an extremely talent-
ed vocalist and actor that I strive to 
be like,” Brey said.

Brey has been involved with 
Brain Bowl since his sophomore 
year. 

This year, the Brain Bowl team 
qualified for the National Academic 
Quiz Tournaments, which will be 
held in Chicago in June. 

The team is very eager to be 
participating in this huge competi-
tion in a new and exciting city.

One of Brey’s biggest inspira-
tions is chorus director Dr. Judy 
Arthur. 

“She is a great director,” Brey 
said. “And she gets the most out of 
her students.”

Along with teachers, Brey also 
looks up to many of the seniors in-
volved with choir and thespians.

 He sees them as extremely tal-
ented actors and musicians that are 
worthy of being admired.

Brey is definitely planning on 
staying involved in some sort of ar-
tistic group as he enters college. 

Junior Max Brey is involved in a myriad of activities.



Trainers get early startThere is 
more than 

one 
Division

Sports Jan. 2015The Leon High Life 9

Will Rasmussen
Sports Editor

Will Rasmussen
Sports Editor

Athletic scholarships are hard to come 
by. According to the U.S. News and World 
Report, there are roughly 138,000 scholar-
ships for Division I and Division II athletes.

 That seems like a lot, right? Well, nearly 
one million boys play high school football 
and compete for a mere 20,000 scholarships. 
While over 600,000 girls compete in track 
and field, there are close to 4,500 athletic 
scholarships available.

 While some of you reading this may ar-
gue “but it will be different for me, because 
I’m good,” your chances still remain highly 
unlikely. Only four college sports even offer 
full-ride scholarships, (football, men’s and 
women’s basketball, women’s volleyball), 
according to U.S. News and World Report.

 The average scholarship for Division I 
and Division II athletes is about $10,500.

However, if you take out football, men’s 
and women’s basketball and women’s vol-
leyball, the scholarship average drops close 
to $8,700. College tuition and room and 
board can cost anywhere from $20,000 to 
$50,000, according to the magazine.              

 Do you still think college athletics are 
for you? Well, if that answer is “yes,” it may 
surprise you that the real bang for your buck 
might be in Division III. The NCAA forbids 
Division III schools from offering athletic 
scholarships, but they can offer merit schol-
arships if you have a superb academic record 
and you are a well-rounded student.

 Division III schools’ coaches look for 
athletes who stick out from the general stu-
dent population, something that sets them 
aside from their athletic abilities.

 So, just because you don’t play at a 
big university like Florida State, it doesn’t 
mean that you don’t have a shot at college 
ball. This is for all of the senior athletes who 
put in four years of work, the ones who bust 
their tails but the recruiting process is just 
not working: there is still a chance for you.

There are many athletes who are under-
rated but yet they are relentless. Don’t let 
your two-star rating on Rivals.com deter-
mine your success. Don’t let the amount of 
scholarship offers you have convince you 
that you are not meant to be a college athlete. 
There are several examples of athletes who 
were underrated in high school, but yet they 
still made a name for themselves in college 
or at the professional level. Football players 
like Khalil Mack and J.J. Watt are NFL su-
perstars who were not that highly recruited 
coming out of high school.

Major League Baseball player Matt 
Joyce attended a small Division II school, 
Florida Southern College. Lorenzo Cain, 
who plays for the Kansas City Royals, is an-
other example. He played baseball at Talla-
hassee Community College before making it 
to the big leagues and, ultimately, the World 
Series.

My first suggestion for the recruiting 
process would be to use websites like Hudl, 
Youtube and BeRecruited.

The most important part in attracting a 
scholarship is simply getting your name out 
there.

There are a ton of athletes who have the 
top-tier talent, but they miss out on college 
athletics because of the way their recruiting 
process went.

Athletic training might be 
a career choice, but students 
interested in this particular 
field of work won’t need to 
wait until college to garner 
some experience. 

Leon High School has a 
program, spearheaded by Head 
Athletic Trainer Alan Morales, 
which offers students a chance 
to live the life of an athletic 
trainer.

The athletic training pro-
gram has been around at Leon 
for close to 10 years and the 
program has the paved way 
for students who have gone on 
to be trainers at Florida State 
University, University of Notre 
Dame, Tallahassee Commu-
nity College and Florida A&M 
University.

 Leon’s athletic trainers 
deal with injuries ranging from 
a simple sprained ankle to a 
torn ACL. 

There have been several 
instances where trainers have 
been given the opportunity to observe surger-
ies with the Tallahassee Orthopedic Clinic, as 
well as attending workshops with the Florida 
State and Florida A&M athletic training pro-
grams. 

“Leon’s athletic training program was 
like a home away from home for me during 
my years at Leon,” Leon alum Destiny Glass 
said. 

“I learned a lot about medical situations 

SEE TENNIS, PAGE 12

and the athletic training setting.” 
“We work hard though. It’s a lot of long 

hours, but it is a rewarding experience. The 
program has really prepared me for the ath-
letic training program at Tallahassee Com-
munity College.” 

The average day for a trainer can be gru-
eling and the trainers do much more than just 
fill up water bottles. 

They do everything from taping athletes 

to giving a variety of physi-
caly therapy treatments. 

“The trainers that I 
have working for me this 
year are hard workers,” 
Morales said. 

“It takes 600 hours  of 
practices or games to earn 
a  varsity letter in athletic 
training. 

“We have three to four 
games a week to cover. We 
find a way to stay busy.” 

Junior Zory Bachelor 
says being a trainer was 
an experience that she will 
never forget. 

“I learned a lot during 
my time with Mr. Morales 
and the other trainers,” 
Bachelor said. 

“I learned more than 
just how to care for and 
prevent injuries.

“What I was doing on 
the football field went hand 
in hand with what I was 
learning in my anatomy 
and physiology class.” 

Morales looks to make 
the training program as 

educational as possible and an 
overall great experience.

“Mr. Morales is great guy,” Glass said. 
“He has had a profound impact on my life 
and the lives of others in the program.

“I joined the athletic training program 
as a freshman. Those were some of the best 
years of my life.

“I would definitely recommend it to 
anyone considering the medical field.” 

Tennis: boys team loaded
hannah Rodriguez

Sports Writer

Very rarely does a coach have the privi-
lege to coach a “dream team.”

But Leon tennis coach Kevin Record 
might just have that opportunity this spring.

“It’s like having a fully loaded deck of 
cards already and then picking up another 
ace,” said Record, whose Lions return every 
starter from last year’s State Finals squad, 
plus one talented newcomer.

Among the returning starters are seniors 
Brian Wilson, Brennan Abramowitz and 
Ronnie Nicholson, and juniors Will Stone 
and Matt Stout. 

The newcomer is junior Florida High 
transfer Drew Brown, who is expected to 
play near the top of the lineup.

It’s no wonder expectations are running 
high.

“I think we’re gonna be even better this 
year because of Drew,” Stone said. “I think 
he will be one of the top players this season 
and that should really help us a lot.”

Brown said he felt like part of the family 
as soon as he stepped on the court.

“I’ve played with a lot of the guys before 
and they’re great,” Brown said. “The overall 
atmosphere is just really inviting and very 
uplifting.”

Wilson, who played No. 1 singles a year 
ago, will obviously be an instrumental part of 
the team this year, as well.

He will play at highly regarded Division 
II Florida Southern.

Record says that Wilson is a leader on 
the court, and really helps regulate the team.

One of the smartest players on the team, 
however, is senior Brennan Abramowitz.

“Nothing he does on the court is explain-
able,” Record says. “It’s like putting the ball 
machine on random, which helps him win.”

Record says that one of the most impor-
tant factors this year will be the mentality of 
the team. 

“We know that we’re an overwhelming 
favorite this year,” Record says. “But we still 
have to treat every team as if they are amaz-

ing.”
Record is a firm believer in that kids reg-

ulate kids, and that Wilson will not let any-
one’s head get too large. 

“I have certain influences,” Wilson said. 
“But truthfully, we are all friends and keep 
each other in check.”

One player with a great attitude is senior 
Ronnie Nicholson. 

Nicholson has a huge heart, and Record 
says Nicholson actually talks to his oppo-

From left to right: junior Matt Stout, junior Will Stone, junior Drew Brown, senior Brennan 
Abramowitz.

From left to right: Assistant athletic trainer Tori Chastain, Florida State 
University trainer Samantha Falcone, trainer Niari Woodfolk, head trainer 
Alan Morales, Destiny Glass and Deidra Campbell.

Leon Athletic Training Program

Leon Tennis



Lacrosse enters rebuilding phase

Will Rasmussen
Sports Writer

There won’t be a junior varsity lacrosse team this year, 
but the varsity Lions are still looking to improve and make 
an impact. 

Under the instruction of first-year coach Marco White, 
who is the former Maclay Middle School lacrosse coach, 
Leon looks to make its first playoff appearance since advanc-
ing to the regional finals in 2009. 

The Lions will be led by seniors Jackson Sellars, Quentin 
Sarvary, Alex Strickland and Nate Miller.

Leon has close to 30 players on the roster, just enough to 
have a varsity team. 

With 10 starting varsity spots available, Leon will need 
to rely on their bench throughout the season.

Inexperience will be a huge factor, determining the 
amount of success the Lions will have in 2015.

“We want a winning season, but it is definitely a rebuild-
ing year,” Sellars said.

Junior midfielder Ben McCord, who missed last season 
for disciplinary reasons, returns to action this year. According 
to his peers, he seems to be the most talented of the group. 

McCord was a leader on defense for the Lions as a fresh-
man and he will be someone to keep an eye on as the season 
progresses. 

“We have a young team with new coaches and everyone 
is still trying to get in sync with each other,” McCord said. 
“We have a lot of work ahead of us.”

As McCord and Sellars lead the defense, freshman Shane 
Shively is hoping to play a critical role, as well.

Shively is young but he has shown signs of potential for 
the Lions.
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Leon baseball gains valuable asset in senior
hannah Rodriguez

Sports Writer

Senior transfer student John Scott Dailey 
believes he has the ability to help the Lions 
succeed this year. 

Dailey began playing baseball in first 
grade, when his parents forced him to start 
playing t-ball for recreation. 

 He quickly found his love for the sport 
and excelled greatly early on. 

When Dailey was younger, his ultimate 
goal was to be on top, all the time. 

“I didn’t look up to anyone when I was 
younger because I thought I was the best,” 
Dailey said. 

When he was just 16, Dailey and his 
travel baseball team, Next Level, won the 
Prospect Wire Championship.

Furthermore. as a sophomore, he could 
pitch an impressive 83 mph fastball. 

However, after badly straining his elbow, 
Dailey can usually pitch around 80. 

This causes Dailey to work even harder 
every day now to be the best he can be. 

“You have to prepare yourself every day, 
because if you don’t, then it won’t be pretty,” 
Dailey said.

Dailey began his varsity career at Chil-
es when he was a sophomore, when he was 
pulled up to varsity during post season. 

He even was a starting pitcher during 
their district final game. 

Even though he had success at Chiles, 

Dailey says that he enjoys Leon a lot more.
“The team is more fun, and I just like 

everything, from the locker room to the peo-

ple,” Dailey said.
Dailey’s younger brother, Will, a sopho-

more, also transferred to Leon this  season. 

“He’s hardworking and a natural born 
leader who knows how to put in the work and 
he shows great initiative,” Will said.

John Scott is a pitcher and his brother is a 
catcher, so they have to work together. 

Dailey knows that the pressure will be on 
him and the Lions to beat Chiles this year, now 
that he has transferred. 

And as a pitcher, he knows that he is a 
critical factor in winning.

 “If the pitcher doesn’t come through, then 
the team will have a bad chance,” Dailey said. 

“The pitchers basically set the tone and 
the energy for the game.”

His biggest goals for the year are to help 
the team win a district title and a state cham-
pionship.

Personally, he hopes to improve his speed 
and quickness off the mound and to make 
more plays as a position player. 

“The hardest part about being a pitcher 
would have to be the stamina and the constant 
repetition even when you get tired,” Dailey 
said. 

“Mental stamina is also a hard part to 
maintain.”

As for future plans, Dailey does not plan 
on playing in college, saying that baseball 
now for him is more just for fun because he 
loves it.

 He does, however, want to remain in ath-
letics. 

He plans on majoring in sports law, revis-
ing contracts with athletes and work with uni-
versities if they get sued. 

 “I think our team is going to do great things this season,” 
Shively said. “I want to contribute to this team in any way 
possible.

“We have the same goals and we all want to win.”
  The Lions begin their regular season on Feb. 10 as they 

face rival Lincoln. Leon is seeking revenge after a 5-2 loss to 
the Trojans in 2014.

Sellars played lacrosse for the Trojans as a freshman be-

With a lack of players 
across the board, the Lions 
must look to newcomers 

to fill varsity spots

fore transfer-
ring to Leon as a sopho-
more. 

“I’m definitely 
looking forward to this 
game,” Sellars said. “We 
are equally talented and 
we have always had a 
heated rivalry. It’s defi-
nitely going to be a big 
game.” 

 The process of 
White taking over coach-
ing duties should have a 
profound impact on the 
way the season turns out. 

Maclay has had a 
history of not only being 
the best team in Talla-
hassee but has also built 
quite the reputation as 
one of the best lacrosse 
teams in the state of 
Florida. 

Maclay has pro-
duced several Division 
I athletes in lacrosse, 
so with an impressive 
resume, White brings 
some experience to the 
table for the Lions.

 “It’s great to have a 
coach that really knows 
his stuff,” Sellars said. 
“I think very highly of 

White, and that he’s a great asset to our team and could be 
exactly what we need to turn this program around.”

 Leon lost all but two starting varsity players to gradua-
tion last season, which will become the biggest obstacle the 
Lions will need to overcome. 

“We may not be as experienced as we were last year, but 
we still all have very high expectations as a team,” Sellars 
said.

Jackson Sellars

Senior Jackson Sellars fights for the ball against a Lincoln player. Sellars is one of the four 
seniors on the lacrosse team. With no junior varsity team, the Lions could face inexperience.

Senior John Scott Dailey transferred from Chiles, bringing leadership and experience to 
the team.

Hadley Richter



Traci Creel
Sports Writer

Son follows in father’s footsteps
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In any sport, connections be-
tween the coach and the players are  
key. In the case of Trejan Davis, 
having his dad as his coach sparks 
a unique relationship. 

“I see a lot of myself in him,” 
coach Rick Davis said. 

“His desire and passion to 
learn and understand the game are 
things we have in common out on 
the court.”  

Although Trejan is only a 
sophomore, he brings a lot of tre-
mendous aspects to the men’s var-
sity basketball team that he takes 
away from his father. 

“It’s just a game that me and 
my son both love,” Davis said. 

Trejan, a 6-foot-2 guard, began 
his basketball adventure around 
four years old. Ever since then the 
game has become one of his main 
priorities as well as his passion. 

“I just really love the game,” 
Trejan said. 

“How much I love the game 

is by far my favorite 
part of playing.”

While playing 
for his father, Trejan 
feels that it will make 
him work harder.

“I believe that 
with him playing for 
his dad it will allow 
him to compete at a 
higher level,” junior 
varsity coach Bryce 
Hall said.

 “I also think 
that Trejan will gain 
great rewards for his 
strong work ethic 
and attention to the 
[game’s] details.”

As a point guard 
and a shooting guard, 
Trejan believes his 
strengths involve 
shooting and driving 
right.

However, he be-
lieves his weakness 
would be his left-
hand lay ups. 

“Trejan’s abil-
ity to create his own 
shot and his knowl-
edge of the game are 
his most prominent 
strengthens,” Hall 
said.

“He is improving on his quick-
ness, but he needs to develop a con-
sistent perimeter jump shot.”

In addition to facing a tough 
lineup of varsity opponents in gen-
eral, Trejan said he is specifically 

challenged by “stronger, taller, fast-
er” individuals.

Trejan believes that while be-
ing on varsity the other competing 
district teams are a lot more tough. 

According to Trejan, across 

Logan McLanahan
Sports Writer

Stud volleyball remains a ‘hit’ at Leon

Stud volleyball, also known as 
men’s volleyball, is scheduled to 
take place at Leon on Feb. 18 at 6 
p.m.

Each participating team has 
eight players and a captain, which 
is a girls’ volleyball player. 

Each team practices separately 
on its own time. 

The stud volleyball tournament 
is hosted by the girls volleyball 
team with the help of the Student 
Government Association.

Stud volleyball has been at 
Leon for many years and it has con-
tinued to be one of the most popular 
events of the year.

Last year, in fact, the gymna-
sium was packed yet again with en-
thusiastic fans.

“We have had [stud volleyball] 
since my freshman year, but it was 
really big  last year,” senior captain 
Emily Dempsey said. 

Organizers are hoping to have 
even a bigger turnout than last year.

The volleyball girls have start-
ed advertising and practicing earlier 
with their respective teams in hopes 
of raising anticipation for the game. 

The winners of each school’s 
respective tournaments get to ad-

vance to play at Chiles against the 
other schools’ champions.

Chiles, Lincoln and Leon are 
the only schools that participate in 
this tournament.

The winning team at Leon does 
not have to move on to play at the 
Chiles tournament if they do not 
want to.

If the winning team does not 
want to participate, the runner-up 
team can advance. 

The winning team gets brag-
ging rights and the choice to move 
on, but no tangible prize is given at 
the  Leon tournament.

However, a trophy is awarded 
to the champion of the district tour-
nament.

Last year, Leon’s winners 
chose not to advance to the tourna-
ment, then held at Lincoln, so the 
runner-ups seized the opportunity. 

“[The runner-up team] ad-
vanced, but didn’t win against Lin-
coln or Chiles,” junior Madeline 
Sipple said. 

Principal Billy Epting likes the 
upperclassmen’s chances of taking 
it all.

“The juniors are going to put 
up some tough competition,” Ept-
ing said. “But the seniors will want 
one last victory.”

Coached by Dempsey and her 

Cameron Paul

Leon’s 2014 advancing team. Bottom row, left to right: coach Tyra Buehner, 
junior John Ike Smith, senior Austin Peppers, coach Jaynie Mitchell and 
senior Reed Smith. Top row, left to right: seniors Brian Wilson, Josh Saun-
ders, Muhammad Rasul and Ben Dowling (not pictured: Cameron Paul).

Rick Davis

sister, Caroline, last year’s champi-
ons have retained nearly all players 
from last year’s line-up.

Senior Ben Dowling has high 
hopes for the upcoming tourna-
ment.

“Last year we were inexperi-
enced, but now with experience and 
a shake-up in our coaching staff, 
we’re ready to take home the title.”

Senior Muhammad Rasul be-
lieves this opportunity has indirect 
benefits.

“Our teams enjoy volleyball 
and it brings us closer as friends,” 
Rasul said.

2014’s advancing team’s cur-
rent roster is the following: Reed 
Smith, Austin Peppers, Ben Dowl-
ing, Muhammad Rasul, Cameron 
Paul, Josh Saunders, Brennan 
Abramowitz, Ronnie Nicholson 
and John Ike Smith.

While Leon has many skilled 
teams and potential champions, 
Chiles and Lincoln also boast im-
pressive teams that are hard to beat.

“Here we do it just because it’s 
fun and it’s a healthy competition 
for the boys,” Sipple said.

However, Sipple and Dempsey 
are hoping that, with a little extra 
practice time, a Leon team could 
possibly win at the Chiles tourna-
ment.  

town rivals, Chiles and 
Lincoln, have gave the 
Lion’s the hardest time. 

To date, the Lions 
have beaten the Chiles  
Timberwolves twice 
and have lost to the 
Lincoln Trojans twice.

 Due to being a 
guard, Trejan is in con-
trol of the ball a lot and 
holds a tremendous 
amount of responsibil-
ity for the team.

“Since Tre has the 
ball a lot as our point 
guard, we all naturally 
look to him for leader-
ship,” teammate Ben-
nett Sipple said. 

“He also does a 
great job with stay-
ing composed dur-
ing tough moments in 
games and with  just 
being an all-around 
great player as well as 
a great teammate.” 

Basketball is in-
deed a family affair 
for the Davis clan, as 
younger brothers, Taj 
and Tyren, also play. 

“My family is 
very supportive,” Tre-
jan said. “I would say 

my inspiration comes mainly from 
my mom, dad and aunt.” 

Although Trejan is only a 
sophomore, he would like to con-
tinue playing basketball in college, 
but has no particular preference at 

this time.
As is the case with most ath-

letes, time management is a ma-
jor  concern. Trejan finds it hard to 
juggle homework, practice and late 
basketball games. 

Trejan is enrolled in the sixth 
period basketball class and contin-
ues practice after school. Most of 
the practices consist of drills and 
plays to help the boys get a feel for 
how they need to connect with one 
another during all of their games. 

“What keeps Tre going is his 
intensity to compete,” Hall said. 
“Along with his competitiveness, 
he also realizes that the little things 
matter too, which really help him 
play a great game.” 

When it comes to basketball 
running in the family, coach Davis 
played in high school at Florida 
Agricultural and Mechanical Uni-
versity High School.

During this time he was an-
nounced the Big Bend player of the 
year as well as All State Selection.

He continued to play through-
out his college years at FAMU 
where he was named the Mid-East-
ern Athletic Conference leading 
scorer. 

Beyond his college career, Da-
vis played internationally. He got 
the opportunity to play in other 
countries such as Malta, Italy, Ven-
ezuela and Lithuania. 

According to coach Davis, Tre-
jan is really competitive and works 
hard in order to play the best game 
he can each time he steps out on the 
court. 

Trejan Davis takes a shot against Godby on Dec. 11. Leon lost 
both times they have played Godby this season.  

Sophomore 
basketball 

player makes 
his mark on 

team

Initially, stud volleyball was 
not meant to be a competition, but 
rather a fun way to entertain the 
student body. 

Last year a total of four teams 
participated in Leon’s stud volley-
ball tournament, but more teams 
are reportedly ready to battle it out 

this year.
“[Stud volleyball] is a fun 

event,” Student Government spon-
sor Joshua Stewart said. 

“I think everyone should at-
tend, especially if you are looking 
for a good laugh.” 



WINTER
SCOREBOARD
Boys Basketball
Date  Event  
12/09/14 at Chiles, W 80-54
12/11/14 Godby, L 73-54
12/12/14 Lincoln, L 79-68
12/19/14 Ribault, W 55-43
12/20/14 Raines, L 72-70
12/22/14 West FL, W 64-37
12/23/14 Cairo, W 52-49
01/08/15 Rickards, W 57-55
01/10/15 Dothan, L 60-45
01/12/15 Godby, L 64-52
01/14/15 FL High, W 65-59
01/16/15 FL A&M, W 58-40
01/17/15 Southridge, L 65-63
01/20/15 Chiles, W 68-60
01/23/15 Lincoln, L 73-54

Girls Basketball
Date  Event  
12/19/14 Thomas, W 53-44
12/20/14 Oakley, L 53-41
12/22/14 Mosley, L 63-40
01/01/15 Bartram, L 59-40
01/02/15 Chiles, W 54-48
01/03/15 Lincoln, W 41-37
01/06/15 Gadsden, W 46-44
01/09/15 Lincoln, L 54-41
01/10/15 P.K. Yonge, L 52-43
01/15/15 Maclay, L 66-44
01/17/15 West Port, L 49-30
01/22/15 Florida High, L 51-45
01/24/15 Providence, W 44-42

Boys Soccer 
Date  Event  
12/06/14 Jenkins, L 1-0
12/06/14 Rutherford, W 3-1
12/09/14 Chiles, W 3-0
12/10/14 Rickards, W 8-0
12/11/14 Lincoln, W 5-1
12/19/14 Gainesville, W 2-0
01/08/15 CFCA, W 6-0
01/09/15 JP2, W 8-0

Girls Soccer
Date  Event  
12/09/14 Chiles, W 3-0
12/10/14 Rickards, W 8-0
12/11/14 Lincoln, W 5-1
12/19/14 Gainesville, W 2-0
01/08/15 CFCA, W 6-0
01/09/15 JP2, W 8-0
01/16/15 Lincoln, W 1-0
01/22/15 Niceville, W 3-2
01/27/15 Navarre, L 2-1
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nents during every changeover and even 
becomes friends with them.

“Ronnie could be in the middle of  Af-
ghanistan, and you  could be sure that he’d 
make friends with the Taliban,” Record said.

Nicholson believes that this will be one 
of the Lions’ best year to date. 

He says that with Brown added to the 
mix along with everyone making very no-
table improvements, that they have really so-
lidified their chances of success.

“If it was ever going to be our year to win 
state, I’d say it would be this year,” Nichol-
son said. 

Record said that this is one of the hungri-
est teams he has ever coached.

At the beginning of the season, all the 
players compete in a tournament to deter-
mine their ranking on the team.

“They’re the ones who decides who 
plays and who doesn’t,” Record said. 

Record describes the team as total tennis 
addicts, just like himself.

It is clear to see that this year’s team is 
hungry for a state title, and will not be satis-
fied until they have that banner.


