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Durham thinks that this year may 
mark a new era for the black history pre-
sentations.

“We tend to look at the past [when 
talking about black history],” Durham 
said. 

“We are at a place now where we can 
acknowledge current achievements, or 
things that will happen in the future.” 

Seckel agrees.
“The point of these  assemblies isn’t 

just to educate people about where we 
were, to dwell on the negative,” Seckel 
said.

“It’s about where we are now, fo-

Lions honor black history 
approached Durham about doing a black 
history program using his drama stu-
dents.

 Durham agreed, thinking it was im-
portant to incorporate Leon’s own kids 
into black history education instead of 
having an outside speaker come in.

The first-ever program was a skit that 
Durham wrote. In the skit, a white stu-
dent and black student were best friends, 
but the white student thought it was un-
necessary to celebrate black history. 

He woke up the next morning as a 
1960’s black student and had to endure 
the struggles of segregation for a day. 
The performance ended with a rendition 
of John Lennon’s song “Imagine.” 

Since then, the assembly has been 
made up of appearances by different per-
forming arts departments such as chorus, 
orchestra, drama and guitar. 

Juniors and seniors are hand-picked 
by Durham to read a script to accompany 
the musical portion of the assembly. 

The population of Leon has gotten so 
large that Durham planned to have three 
programs spanning multiple days. In the 
end, though, plans were condensed to 
only have assemblies on one day. 

Half of the Leon student body at-
tended the first assembly and half at-
tended the second, with class times being 
shortened slightly throughout the day.

The performance-based nature of the 
assembly is Leon’s way of standing out.

“That’s what makes us different than 
other schools’ programs,” Durham said. 

cusing on the positive and moving for-
ward.”

In the eyes of assistant principal De-
shone Hedrington, the assembly is vital 
to helping students understand how 
blacks have changed and improved the 
world throughout the ages,

“As diverse as Leon is, it’s impor-
tant to reflect and remember that tech-
nology and inventions often started with 
African-Americans,” Hedrington said. 

“Whether it was growing peanuts, 
or creating hair products - they’ve been 
involved with so much more than just 
entertainment.”

‘Prospect High: Brooklyn’

Sella Kinch
News Editor

On Feb. 25, students and faculty 
teamed up to celebrate black history at 
Leon’s annual assembly. 

The presentation showcased the tal-
ents of black composers through perfor-
mances by students. Featured groups in-
cluded Capital Singers, Mane Event and 
orchestra. 

Advanced Dance also performed 
routines to “Run Run Run” by Jill King 
and “Take Me to the King” by Tamela 
Mann. 

Each year, the assembly has a unique 
theme. Past themes have included 
“Academy Award Winners” and “Har-
lem Renaissance.”

The 2016 theme was “50th,” chosen 
by principal Billy Epting. This recog-
nized the 50-year mark since Leon High 
School first admitted black students. 

In between musical numbers, pre-
senters gave informational speeches 
about black history. They mentioned 
events in black history that occurred 
around 50 years ago. 

These events included the forma-
tion of the Jackson 5 and Martin Luther 
King’s participation in the civil rights 
movement.

 English teacher Rod Durham has 
organized the black history assembly for  
the past 15 years with the help of other 
performing arts teachers such as dance 
teacher Millie Seckel.  

In 2001, former principal Jim Nettles 

Sam Tterlikkis, a student at Leon, 
played Mr. Charles.

“Teaching for [Mr. Charles] is re-
ally just a way to put food on the table,” 
Tterlikkis said. “So he tries to just go 
through the day making sure to follow 
the rules and treat everyone fairly.” 

Throughout the play, Mr. Charles 
grows close to the students, along with 
his estranged daughter, as he realizes the 
trials that high school students experi-
ence. 

“The author clearly meant for the 
show to be acted and watched by high 
school students,” Tterlikkis said. 

While the play was performed in 
front of family and friends in the Leon 
auditorium Feb. 2-3, Leon Thespians 
also plan to take the straight play to the 
Thespian’s state competition. 

The district competition was held 

Earlier this year, Leon High School 
was granted the opportunity to perform 
“Prospect High: Brooklyn.”

The performance has been labeled a 
straight play because it is a piece of the-
ater that relies on the spoken word to tell 
the story.

Leon was one of 23 schools across 
the United States that was chosen to per-
form the play. 

Directed by drama teacher Bryan 
Mitchell, the play takes place in Brook-
lyn and portrays the struggles that high 
school students face in their everyday 
life. 

The story follows Mr. Charles, a new 
teacher at Prospect High, as he navigates 
through his new job.

Yearbook

Members of the class of 2015 participate in last year’s black history assembly, performing a 
musical number to commemorate Black History Month.

Thespians perform play detailing the struggles that teenagers 
commonly face as high school students

Leon Thespians 

Leon Thespians created a poster to help 
publicize the show.

Hannah Wong 
News Editor

Please see “PLAY” on page 4

Jan. 7-9, and it was deemed a success. 
Many of their performances were 

awarded “superiors,” the highest pos-
sible achievement. 

They  hope to be met with similar 
success at the state competition.

The idea of the show was originally 
presented to Leon High School last year. 
Principal Billy Epting formally granted 
the drama department permission to per-
form the show. 

The show contained sensitive topics, 
including gender identity, suicide and 
self-harm. 

Despite sensitive nature of the sub-
ject matter, Epting gave his approval.

He thought that it was vital for Leon 
to perform a show because of its relevant  
content. 
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SGA ANTI DRINKING AND DRIVING 
WEEK
March 7-11

SPRING BREAK
March 14-18 

STATE THESPIAN FESTIVAL  
March 16-20

TEACHER PLANNING DAY
March 21

SPECIAL OLYMPIC GAMES
March 26

REPORT CARDS DISTRIBUTED
March 30

UPCOMING EVENTS
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LETTERS TO THE 
EDITOR

DEAR EDITOR, 
Leon High School is a safe ha-

ven for some students, and a living 
nightmare for others. As for me, I 
truly enjoy school. Not at all for the 
learning aspect, but for the friend-
ships and family I’ve found here at 
Leon.

I came from a very small middle 
school consisting of about 82 stu-
dents, so transitioning to Leon was 
a big, big change for me.

Lucky for me, I already knew 
some people here, and a lot of my 
graduating class came to Leon, so I 
had a good foundation to start my 
new school year on. But trying to 
make friends was different for me, 
because I found more often than 
not, I was the odd man out. 

One of the things I like most 
about Leon is how no matter what 
kind of person you are, you can find 
a friend group. 

Leon is a place full of people 
who are friendly and nice. I think 
that what shocked me the most 
about Leon is how nice everyone is 
to each other. Everyone finds their 
natural flow, and they don’t fight 
the current. 

I love Leon High School. I still 
feel safe here, in a place I’m proud 
to call my school, surrounded by 
people who love and appreciate 
me for me. 

--Sincerely,

Sarah Merkhofer 

Raising the federal 
minimum wage causes more 

problems than it solves
Lauren Henderson

Editorial Editor

Recently, there has 
been much debate about 
whether or not the fed-
eral government should 
raise the minimum wage.

In his State of the 
Union address last year, 
President Barack Obama 
said, “Of course, noth-
ing helps families make 
ends meet like higher 
wages…and to everyone 
in this Congress who 
still refuses to raise the 
minimum wage, I say 
this: If you truly believe 
you could work full-time 
and support a family on 
less than $15,000 a year, 
go try it. 

“If not, vote to give 
millions of the hard-
est-working people in 
America a raise.”

But, there is a flaw 
in his statement: mini-
mum wage jobs are not 
meant to sustain fami-
lies. In many cases they 
are just entry-level jobs that don’t even 
require a high school diploma. 

At the federal level, the Obama Ad-
ministration has shown support for the 
Raise the Wage Act proposed by Sena-
tor Patty Murray, which would increase 
the minimum wage to $12 by 2020.

Obama has also taken action to raise 
wages for workers on all new federal 
contracts to $10.10 or higher. 

But, once you raise the wage of one 
person, a domino effect takes place. If 
you raise the wage of a group of people, 
now other people want to be paid more. 
It is an endless cycle. 

After you raise the wages, the com-
pany has to pay for it somehow. There 
are two ways: firing employees or rais-
ing prices. 

So, wage raises can result in job 
loss. This seems like a step backwards. 

Furthermore, customers don’t want 
to immediately pay more for no reason. 
In turn, the company may lose custom-
ers which could result in losing money.

For many American workers, mini-

mum wage employment used to be tem-
porary. 

Many teenagers would get jobs at 
fast-food restaurants or places like Fun 
Station. After graduating from high 
school, they would usually move on to a 
higher paying job. 

Now, workers earning minimum 
wage are rallying to earn $15 an hour. 

The cost of living widely varies not 
only from state to state but from city to 
city. 

If the point of raising the minimum 
wage is to provide a sufficient wage to 
live on, why should the minimum wage 
be the same in low-cost areas such as 
Kansas and Nebraska and high-cost ar-
eas such as Rhode Island and California?

Twenty states (including Florida) and 
the District of Columbia already have 
minimum wages higher than the current 
federal minimum of $7.25 an hour. 

Many private industries also pay 
higher than minimum wage for low-skill, 
entry-level positions.

Raising the minimum wage would 
also eliminate jobs. Demanding that busi-

nesses pay entry-level 
workers more money 
will cause them  to hire 
fewer employees. 

Many companies 
are already replacing 
workers with robots or 
computers. 

The nonpartisan 
Congressional Bud-
get Office estimated 
that Obama’s proposed 
$10.10 wage “would re-
duce total employment 
by about 500,000 work-
ers.”

Raising the mini-
mum wage would also 
reduce the incentive for 
low-wage workers to 
strive for higher educa-
tion, which would lead 
to a higher-paying job. 

The lower the mini-
mum wage, the more 
motivation a minimum 
wage worker has to 
enroll in a community 
college course at night, 
improve their skills and 
apply for a higher-pay-

ing job that requires higher skills. 
Increasing the minimum wage has 

not been proven to lower the poverty 
rate, as some may argue. According to 
the Employment Policies Institute: “Mul-
tiple studies have demonstrated little to 
no relationship between a higher mini-
mum wage and reductions in poverty.”

When the minimum wage is in-
creased and a person’s income rises, this 
usually causes that person to pay more in 
taxes and receive less in benefits.

Millions of Americans are living on 
$15,000 or less. Obama makes the com-
plex issue of raising minimum wage 
sound like a walk in the park. 

According to the Pew Research Cen-
ter, in 2013 50.4 percent of people earn-
ing the minimum wage were ages 16 to 
24, and 64 percent were part-time work-
ers.

This means a large number of mini-
mum wage earners are: teenagers who 
live with their parents, students who 
work as well as go to school or retirees 
who are supplementing their social se-
curity income. 

Spencer Platt via Getty Images

Scott Olson via Getty Images News
Fast-food workers and activists demonstrate outside the McDonald's corporate 
campus in Oak Brook, Illinois.

The "Fight for $15" is a nationwide movement to raise the minimum wage.
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Sam Atwater
Editorial Editor

Fire situation raises intense emotions
The fire in early February made the 

state of Leon’s security a hot topic among 
students. 

Interviewing students after the evac-
uation, some people told me that they felt 
perfectly safe at Leon and others felt that 
Leon was just not that safe anymore. 

The events of the fire had come at 
the worst possible time, a month after 
the shooting threat that shook the school 
to its emotional core. To make things 
worse, a 14-year-old student was arrested 
on campus with a gun in his backpack. 

Much of the speculation I had heard 
at that time was that the fire and gun were 
related.

 According to the school administra-
tion, this was not the case. 

Rather, it was just an unlikely coin-
cidence. 

On our first day back after the fire, 
Epting made a point that to state on his 
announcement that morning that there 
was no reason to “break out the metal de-
tectors yet.” 

He fully trusted Leon’s student body 
to ensure the school’s safety.

There is not a doubt in my mind that 
Leon students have the judgment to pro-
tect the safety of the student body. 

Part of the information that led to 
the arrest of the student with a gun came 
from a student. 

On the Leon High Life’s official Twit-

ter, we ran a poll asking students if they 
felt safe at Leon. A screenshot of this poll 
is available below for your viewing, but 
the result of it is clear: students are sharp-
ly divided as to the safety of the school.

With a nearly even split, the poll in-
dicates the sharp division on the issue of 
safety at school.

Despite the heated emotions that 
these issues can draw in ourselves, I’m 
not sure how I feel about this issue. 

Above this editorial, you can find a 

graphic summarizing the viewpoints I’ve 
heard on the state of Leon’s security. 

One of the proposed security mea-
sures I’ve heard students discuss would 
likely have helped immensely in the in-
vestigation of the fire: security cameras, 
much like those outside of the building, 
inside of the hallways.

At my middle school, we had them 
both outside and inside of the buildings. 
They didn’t feel intrusive at all at the 
time and feel pretty reasonable.

I’ve heard students discussing other 
general security fears not related to the 
fire. 

Leon is largely an open campus, 
which has led some students to desire 
gates to restrict pedestrian traffic better 
during the day and night.

At present, Leon’s campus is largely 
open during the day to anyone wishing to 
walk onto it.

 This has led some to possess a fear 
of someone wishing to hurt students just 
wandering onto campus. 

Gates at the side of Meridian, closest 
to Leon, would allow the school to easily 
restrict foot traffic from the surrounding 
area. 

While they would need to be opened 
during lunch, they would represent an 
improvement to the school.

At the same time, metal detectors, 
which principal Billy Epting himself 
brought up on his announcements the day 
we came back, are probably too impracti-
cal for Leon.

 With a student body consisting of 
over 2,000 students, it would likely take 
hours to scan every student on every sin-
gle school day for contraband. 

Ultimately, it’s yet to be seen if the 
new pattern of unrest at Leon is going to 
continue or not. 

Past years of mine at Leon have 
lacked shooting threats, knife incidents 
and potential arson in a two-month pe-
riod. 

I fully expect that this pattern of un-
ease at Leon will end here, and if not, 
then soon. 

WCTV

The fire on Feb. 1 in a third floor English book room resulted in over $150,000 
worth of damage in lost books and supplies. Additionally, Leon was closed on Feb. 2 
so the district could work on repairs.  

In a poll conducted on the Leon High Life’s official twitter on Feb. 3, the first day 
back in school after the fire, voters were highly divided as to if they felt safe coming 
to school after the fire. 

Timeline of Events

Feb. 1 - Shortly after 10:00 a.m, Leon 
was evacuated after the fire alarms went 
off. At approximately 11:10, students 
were notified of the dismissal plans from 
school.  At 11:30, students who drove 
themselves to Leon or who had rides 
were dismissed. At approximately noon, 
students without rides were allowed to 
board busses to leave. At 4:00 p.m, stu-
dents were notified that school was can-
celled on Tuesday, Feb. 2.

Feb. 2 - Students were allowed to return 
to campus to retrieve belongings left on 
campus due to the fire. At approximately 
3:30 p.m, Epting revealed that the state 
Fire Marshall’s office had determined 
that someone had set the fire. 

Feb. 3 - Students were allowed to return 
to school for classes.
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This year, Leon’s first robotics club was created. 
It involves students working together to make in-

ventions and then attending competitions with what 
they created.  

The club was started by siblings Judy Jo and Tripp 
Shippen along with other students who wanted to be in-
volved. 

The Shippens were in a robotics club while attend-
ing a high school in Walton, Georgia, and wanted to 
make it happen at Leon.  

Once the club was created, they began to build vari-
ous robots and inventions. 

The inventions created are motors, controllers and a 
four-wheel robot built with an arm. 

An annual competition they undergo is First Robot-
ics Competition. 

Each year at the competition they are given a theme. 
For this year’s theme, “stronghold,” they were giv-

en the assignment with their team shooting balls into 
castles with their robot under two minutes.  

The robot has to control itself for 15 seconds and 
for one minute and 45 seconds the person controls the 
robot.

The goal of the club is to win competitions. 
“This is our first year so we want to become ac-

quainted,” said senior Daniel Volya, a member of the 
club. “You have to try everything to see if it’s going to 
work.”

With a total of 10 members, they have six weeks 
before competition to design and build a robot. 

They meet almost every day after school from 4 to 
7 p.m. and on Saturday and Sunday they meet for six 
hours. 

Next year, they hope to start where they left off.
They’d also like to become organized and have more 
members.

 

The play reflected some of the hot topics in today’s 
society, including increased awareness of suicide and 
depression, as well as gay marriage rights.

Students from both thespians and drama classes 
were involved. 

However, much of the play required practice outside 
of school hours. 

Leon Thespians weren’t given any class time to 
practice, as they are considered a club and don’t have a 
class period during the day. 

While one group of actors and actresses acted out the 
script reading in November, another group performed 
the full show in January. 

Yet another group will perform the play at the Thes-
pians state competition, in hopes of being given a “Su-
perior” award. 

Drama students were made aware of the play earlier 
in the year before they began to practice and audition 
for the roles.

When the students of Leon heard about the play, cu-
riosity arose as to whether or not the play would cor-
rectly portray the common struggles that surround high 
school students. 

Many administration members and students were 
excited to see the play and what it would entail. 

When the time of the play came around, tickets were 
sold to help the thespians earn the money needed to go 
to the Thespians State Competition. 

Roughly a hundred people came to attend the per-
formance. 

The performance received high praise, as some au-
dience members were even moved to tears as they ob-
served the trials that the characters went through. 

The play was considered huge news for both the 
Thespian and Tallahassee community due to its content. 

It was also an honor to the Leon Thespians and Dra-
ma students to be given the opportunity to perform it. 

“I feel like performing it in a high school is almost 
like holding up a mirror,” Tterlikkis said. 

“It shows  the good and the bad of not just the people 
onstage, but in the audience as well.”

“PLAY,” from page 1 

“Positively Post-It” celebrated nationally

Sella Kinch
News Editor

“Positively Post-It,” a campaign created by senior 
Elyse Thompson and junior Caroline Kirk, returned for 
the second year and gained in popularity.

The campaign was started in order to help spread en-
couragement and positivity around Leon High School’s 
hallways. 

Hundreds of Post-It notes were plastered in the 
school’s hallways, giving uplifting and encouraging 
messages.

Last year, the notes gained lots of publicity and 
good responses.

Over the past year, Thompson and Kirk recruited 
many different businesses all over Tallahassee to sup-
port the campaign. 

Tallahassee’s Ballet Academy, Petite Players Acting 
School and Paisely Café all participated throughout the 
month of February. 

Many different schools in Tallahassee took part in 
the campaign as well, including Chiles High School and 
Montford Middle School. 

Additionally, the movement spread to schools all 
over the United States. 

Schools in Minnesota, Texas, Wisconsin, Georgia, 

Robotics club 
comes to life

Sadie Hawkins 
a success

Sella Kinch
News Editor

Paulette Jordan
Staff Writer

Kentucky, Oregon and Penn-
sylvania pasted the Post-It 
notes around their halls.

Those in charge of the 
“Positively Post-It” Insta-
gram encourage students 
from other schools to contact 
them through their social me-
dia or their website to become 
part of the movement. They 
sell care packages to help get 
them started.

This year, Le-
on’s “Positively Post-
It Day” was on Feb. 12.  
Many students continued to 
spread the positive energy 
through social media.

Numerous news outlets 
advertised the growing cam-
paign throughout the month. 

Several teachers decorat-
ed their rooms as well, having 
students write notes during free time in their periods. 

All of Leon was heartily involved with the cam-
paign as the day went by, many taking the Post-It notes 

Despite various complications, the first Sadie 
Hawkins dance in a few years was deemed a success. 

Roughly 300 students attended the dance, which 
was held in the Conley Commons on Feb. 6 from 7-10 
p.m.

The dance was organized by Student Government 
Association member Victoria Carroll, a sophomore.

A fire at Leon on Feb. 1 made matters a bit more 
difficult for Carroll and  her staff.

“There was a huge dumpster in the middle of the 
Conley Commons that was used to clean up the debris 
of the fire,” Carroll said. “So we had to change the lay-
out and work around it.” 

On the day of the dance, lots of people came to help, 
bringing food and setting up the tents. 

“We had to transport hay bales, tables, chairs and 
heaters and other decorations,” Carroll said. 

When the dance began, the area was shining with 
hung lights and the dance floor was covered with tents 
rented from Ajax. 

Heaters were placed in the middle of the tents to 
keep the dancers warm. Junior Mira Arnold brought her 
exchange student to the dance, as well.

“I really enjoyed bringing my French student to the 
dance,” Arnold said. “It was fun dancing and the deco-
rations were beautiful,” Arnold said. 

“It was a really cool experience to share with Ma-
rie.” 

Considering the lack of success with previous Sadie 
Hawkins dances, Carroll was ecstatic with the outcome. 

“My favorite part was probably when I was out on 
the dance floor with my friends,” Carroll said. 

“Everyone was smiling and laughing and having a 
good time.

“And I was finally able to relax, have fun and take 
a breath.” 

Student-created movement returned this year as schools all over the country 
joined in on the project 

as souvenirs. 
At this rate, the “Positively Post-It” campaign will 

continue to grow even larger in upcoming years.

Sella Kinch

On Feb. 12, members of the “Positively Post-It” campaign covered Leon’s walls 
with uplifting messages.
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Julia Chodyla
Executive Board

‘Brainiac’ owns competition

EmmaLea Reed
Double Truck Editor

pace.
When competing 

in the Latin forums, 
Sickinger participates 
in the categories that 
he loosely defines as 
“Latin Brain Bowl.” 

By strategically 
choosing these cat-
egories, he is able to 
mesh and collaborate 
his skills from Brain 
Bowl with his knowl-
edge about Latin his-
tory. 

Despite his ex-
ceptional ability to 
correctly answer 
trivia questions, his 
main advantage is his 
speed. 

“I’m usually able 
to predict what is be-
ing asked of me by 
the time the speaker 
reaches his third 
word,” Sickinger 
said.

His teammates 
can vouch for that. 

“There are some 
questions which the whole team knows 
are Matt’s territory,” Brey said. 

“Matt’s questions include those that 

member Max Brey said. “He brings an 
intensity to the team that keeps the rest 
of us focused. In other words, he sets the 

EmmaLea Reed

Joseph Ciliberto salutes at the Wreaths Across America 
presentation in December 2015.

Senior Matthew Sickinger took ninth place in the Maclay Brain-
bowl Competition last February.

Ciliberto heads for The Citadel

Julia Chodyla

Latin Forum individual champion 
Matthew Sickinger is often referred to as  
one of the “brainiacs” of the senior class. 

It’s not a label he shys away from.
“I fully admit it,” Sickinger said. “I 

definitely consider myself to be a huge 
nerd.

“I really enjoy learning things, espe-
cially history and geography. I often like 
to read books or sometimes just Wiki-
pedia about random topics in history or 
geography.”

Within the past month, he has con-
tributed to the success of the Latin Club 
at regional competitions by receiving 
first place in the categories of both Hel-
lenic history as well as the History of the 
Roman Republic. 

As a result of their strenuous study 
sessions, the Latin club was able to place 
first at States from 1992-2008. 

The team is determined to claim its 
place at the top once again at the state 
event in April.

As the president of the club, Sick-
inger believes that the team is well pre-
pared and certainly has a shot to win. 

“He’s captained the team for the last 
few years and has lots of experience and 
a wide range of knowledge,” Brain Bowl 

For senior Joseph Ciliberto, going 
into the military is not just a way to get 
glory or free education, but a way to give 
back what his country has given to him.

Both of Ciliberto’s parents come 
from immigrant families. 

The understanding of sacrifices that 
America made for his family motivated 
Ciliberto to get involved in ROTC at 
Leon. 

“I am forever grateful for the oppor-
tunities that this country has provided 
for me,” Ciliberto said. “I want to give 
back to the country everything that it has 
given to me and my family.”

Recently, Ciliberto was accepted into 
The Citadel, an extremely prestigious 
senior military institute in Charleston, 
South Carolina.

The Citadel is a military structured 
educational site, where they “build prin-
cipled leaders for tomorrow.” 

Ciliberto is seeking a career in the 
Marine Corps. 

He hopes to receive second lieuten-
ant in the U.S. Marine Corps as well as 
graduate with a degree in pre-law and 
political science. 

“The military aspect really drew me 
in,” Ciliberto said. “Especially the part 
where I get to serve my country.

“Wherever I need to go, I’ll always 
answer the call.”

Throughout this whole process, Cili-

berto’s family has been 
very supportive and 
are proud of their first 
generation in the U.S. 
military. 

His mother, Jo-
sefina Tamayo, who 
emigrated from Cuba 
in 1961, inspired the 
American Dream in 
Ciliberto. 

“We all knew the 
risks,” Tamayo said. 
“But the potential re-
wards outweighed the 
risks...I’d say our gam-
ble paid off very much 
so.”

Pedro Luis 
Tamayo, Ciliberto’s 
grandfather who also 
emigrated from Cuba, 
had a great impact on 
him as well. 

He taught Ciliberto 
many of the life lessons that he still re-
members today. 

The idea of entering The Citadel 
makes Ciliberto a bit anxious, but his ex-
citement cancels it out.

“The nervousness will fade to confi-
dence,” Ciliberto said. “I am most look-
ing forward to broadening my horizons.”

One of the many reasons that Cili-
berto decided to get involved with the 
Marine Corps  is because “they have the 
most toys.” 

By toys, of course, he means military 
warfare equipment.

Along with that perk, Ciliberto be-
lieves that they get to wear the best uni-
forms. 

Ciliberto plans on making a career 
out of the military, but if things change, 
he would like to go to law school.

The thought of giving back to his 
country ignites the fire in Ciliberto’s 
eyes, and he hopes to do big things in his 
future at The Citadel.

are in categories of European monarchs, 
twentieth century treaties and African 
lakes.

“If the question sounds like a ‘Matt 
question’ we relax and let him do his 
thing. 

“In one tournament he answered a 
question about the Byzantine Navy so 
quickly that some people thought he had 
seen the questions beforehand.” 

Last February, Sickinger ranked 
ninth out of 91 in his division at the Ma-
clay Brainbowl Competition. 

His average score made him the top 
scoring member of Leon’s team.

After visiting Davidson College in 
October, Sickinger applied for early de-
cision and was admitted. 

He claims to have always had his 
sights set on the school for both its pres-
tige and location in North Carolina. 

Not only is he involved in Brain 
Bowl and Latin Club, but he is also a sec-
tion leader in the school band. 

He has played the trumpet since his 
freshman year.

 Sickinger acknowledges his tenden-
cy to thoroughly apply himself towards 
everything he puts his mind to. 

“Do what you do well, and don’t be 
afraid to be yourself,” he said. “I’ve been 
pretty successful in what I’ve done by 
choosing what I am good at and working 
hard at it.”

Senior Nancy Engel is ranked num-
ber four in her graduating class and is a 
semifinalist in the National Merit Schol-
arship Program. 

Engel earned the ranking by getting 
A’s in all of her AP classes.

Engel takes four Advanced Place-
ment classes and a French class at Flor-
ida State University, and is a violinist in 
the Leon Chamber Music Program. 

She is involved with Peace Jam, 
French National Honor Society, Science 
National Honor Society, English Na-
tional Honor Society, Pierian, Mu Alpha 
Theta and Model United Nations. 

She is President of Mu Alpha Theta, 
an Alliance board member and Vice Pres-
ident of Peace Jam. 

She will major in Applied Math, but  
is not yet sure of her career path. 

“Applied Math is interdisciplinary,” 
Engel said. “So it would be an easy way 
to switch paths in grad school.” 

She applied to the University of Flor-
ida, Columbia University, Yale Univer-
sity, Princeton University, University of 
Chicago and Cornell University.  

 

Senior in-
volved intel-

lectually
Paulette Jordan

Staff Writer

Please see “ENGEL” on page 8
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From the perspective of a triplet
Sella Kinch

Executive Board
Opinion

Duo excels in soccer and music

Sisters cherish singing together

Competition breeds excellence 
Maribeth McClenny

Executive Board

SEEING DOUBLE NORMAL FOR TWINS

Maribeth McClenny
Executive Board

Just about every day my 
sister, Gray, and I walk down 
the Leon hallways together 
heading to our classes. We 
round a corner before we hear, 
“Whoa! Are y’all twins?”

Politely, we turn around 
and correct them, explaining 
that we are actually triplets 
and our other sister, Logan, is 
somewhere on campus.

Sometimes, Logan is with 
us when they ask, making the 
situation even more awkward. 
Logan tends to look more like 
our father, while Gray and 
I look scarily similar to our 
mom.

For some reason, seeing 
triplets somewhere other than  
on Pinterest baby photos can 
be shocking.

 Once, the cashier at a gas 
station was so appalled by our 
appearance that she called 
over her manager to see us as 
well.

To educate you all, I have 
compiled some important as-
pects of being a triplet in high 

school.
First, whoever is the oldest 

bares that title like a crown. I 
am the oldest by one minute, 
with Gray following me and 
Logan coming one minute af-
ter her. 

Second, I will not confirm 
or deny that we have a tele-
pathic connection. 

However, I will admit that 
on several occasions we have 
said the same thing at once 
and have had startlingly simi-
lar ideas.

For example, my third 
grade Tropicana Speech was 
about a cookie’s perspective 
of a grocery store (obviously, 
I was an aspiring fiction writ-
er back then) and Gray’s was 
about a chocolate bar’s per-
spective on being purchased 
and brought home.

Third, I am NOT Gray. For 
the sake of our sanity, don’t 
just throw out a name hoping 
for the best.

Just walk up and ask which 
one we are. 

Fourth, people are gross. 
Seeing three nearly identical 
girls has been unnervingly ap-
pealing to some teenage boys 
we have encountered.

We have learned to merely 
send a disgusted look towards 
them and walk away.

Fifth, yes, our parents did 
dress us nearly the same when 
we were little. It was com-
mon to see us in jeans, little 
boy boots and monochromat-
ic turtlenecks. To save time, 
we have had a few disastrous 

bowl-cut bangs in our time, as 
well.

Please, we don’t like to 
talk about it.

Sixth, we aren’t always in-
terested in the same things.

While many twins and 
triplets excel at doing their 
hobbies together, my sisters 
and I always prefer to keep our 
interests separate.

While I am intent on hav-
ing a career associated with 
creative writing, Gray is an as-
piring photographer, and Lo-
gan sews clothing and makes 
jewelry.

Seventh, yes, we know, 
our poor parents having to 
raise all of us.

But it seems like they’ve 
got it down, judging from the 
photos of our mom cradling 
two babies in her arms while 
the other rested rather precari-
ously on her knee. 

Lastly, being a triplet dur-
ing high school is one of the 
best things you could ever 
have. 

Now, if you have any oth-
er questions, just yell “Gray!” 
at me in a hallway. I’ll turn 
around.

“We are very close and know each other really 
well, mostly because we are the same age,” Jasmin 
said.

Juniors Janelle and Jasmin Tajdari share a unique 
connection.

The two 16-year-old girls are twins, and cannot 
play the game “rock, paper, scissors.”

“The game will last for over 10 minutes, because 
we always pick the exact same thing,” Janelle said.

The twins tend to say the same thing at the same 
time frequently.

“I just wish I had my own birthday, but that’s not 
really possible,” Jasmin said.

The Tajdari twins currently play soccer at Leon, 
but do not play well together.

Janelle plays defense, and Jasmin plays offense, 
so they do not normally play at the same time.

The twins have been playing soccer together 
since they were 7, and play piano as well.

They also used to do gymnastics together when 
they were younger.

“We both really like music, and take piano class-
es at Leon,” Jasmin said. “I like piano because I am 
actually good at it.”

Additionally, Janelle has been singing since her 
freshman year, and is a part of Capital Singers and 
Madrigals.

Janelle believes having a twin is not that differ-
ent from having a regular sibling.

“It is just like having another sibling, we just 
happen to be in the same grade,” Janelle said. “And 
we are always together.”

The Tajdari twins also do not know if they are 
identical or fraternal twins.

“We looked just alike when we were younger, 
but we do not look that much alike anymore,” Janelle 
said.

For Jasmin, the most annoying part about being a 
twin is when people get them confused.

“I hate getting called by Janelle’s name,” Jasmin 
said. 

“It is really annoying when people that we’ve 
known for a while mix us up, too.”

The twins also plan on switching places for a day 
before they graduate from Leon to see if anyone can 
tell them apart.

The Tajdari twins share most of the same hobbies 
and, consequently, share the same group of friends.

“We have the exact same group of friends be-
cause trying to have different friends never works 
out,” Janelle said.

“We always just end up meeting each other’s 
friends, and then we all are friends.”

The twins also enjoy meeting new people be-
cause they like seeing their reactions when they real-
ize that they are twins. 

Random people tend to stop them in public plac-
es to ask if they are twins.

Jasmin (left) and Janelle Tajdari (right) both play on 
Leon’s soccer team.

For freshmen True and Sy Fontenot 
having a twin brother is not the only 
unique quality they share. 

These twins exhibit extraordinary 
athletic ability, something that they be-
lieve stems from having each other.

Both boys have been home schooled 
for their whole lives, and love being con-
nected with Leon teams this year.

 True and Sy have been involved in 
athletics practically since they could 
walk. 

From football to basketball to base-
ball to soccer, these boys have done it all.

True finds his passion in baseball. He 
was one of the four freshmen pulled up 
onto the junior varsity team for the 2016 
season.

“True is a total stud,” junior Michael Parkhurst 
said. 

“He’s a great infielder and is definitely going to 
turn out to be a great player.”

In the future, True wants to continue a career in 
baseball and play for whichever professional team 
“offers him the most money.”

On the other hand, Sy became deeply involved 

Sophomore twins Mi-
chaela and Martine Fredrick-
son share a special bond, and 
were able to showcase their 
relationship through their re-
cent performance at the 2016 
District One Thespian Festi-
val.

The 16-year-old twins 
performed the song “I Will 
Never Leave You,” from the 
musical Sideshow. 

The song is about con-
joined twins that are scared to 
be separated from each other.

They are promising each 
other that they will never 
leave each other whether 
they’re physically together or 
not.

“The song really con-
nected with our story and we 
got to share a part of ourselves 
with our troupe,” Michaela 
said.

Added Martine: “Which 
was very emotional and im-
portant to us.”

The sisters traveled to the 
Mattie Kelly Arts Center in 

in soccer. 
He is the starting striker on Leon’s junior varsity 

team. His main job is to score goals. 
This season, Sy scored a total of 28 goals, an 

exceptionally impressive number for any soccer 
player, and was one of the top scorers on the team.

 His talent helped lead the junior varsity team to 
an 18-1 season. 

“Being both a freshman and a 
homeschooler,” sophomore Caleb 
Higginbotham said, “Sy definitely 
commanded a lot of attention, not 
through what he said, but through 
what he did on the field.”

“He was on fire and it was a real 
pleasure to watch him play.”

The twins attribute much of their 
athletic success to one another, say-
ing that their competitive nature led 
them to become better all around.

“We were constantly outside,” 
True said. 

“We were always pushing each 
other to be better, and the compe-
tition between us has always been 
there.”

Their father, Roman, has always 
been supportive and encouraging, 
pushing the twins to be the best they 

can be.
“Both of them are very self-motivated,” Roman 

said. 
“I always tell them ‘you’re playing for you.’
“They don’t look for me in the stands. They play 

for themselves.”
This sporty pair brings a lot of talent to Leon, and 

is looking forward to progressing in the future.

Niceville with their troupe for 
the festival, and received a su-
perior on their performance.

“We hope to have more 
duets because we do sing to-
gether all the time,” Martine 
said. “When you have a twin 
you have a built in sing-a-long 
buddy all the time.”

In addition to Thespians, 
the twins also participate in 
community theater shows, 
their church youth group and 
clog with the Mountain Dew 
Cloggers.

They essentially do every-
thing together.

“I love having a twin be-
cause I have someone who 
completely understands me,” 
Michaela said. “I think I am 
alone in something, but I’m 
not.”

The twins also tend to 
know exactly what the other is 
thinking without saying any-
thing.

“The only negative aspect 
of being a twin is that it is re-
ally hard to find yourself as an 
individual,” Michaela said.

“Everyone thinks of you 
as a singular unit, and you’re 

photo courtesy of Martine Fredrickson

Michaela (left) and Martine Fredrickson (right) perform their “I Will 
Never Leave You” duet at the Thespians Showcase.

defined as being a twin.”
The Fredricksons are iden-

tical twins, and people do get 
them mixed them up at times, 
even their parents.

In the fourth grade, the 
sisters decided to trade places 
for the day to see if anyone no-
ticed.

“One annoying kid called 
us out on it that day, so people 
figured it out,” Martine said. 

“I swear that was the 
only day he could ever tell us 
apart.”

They also are constantly 
bombarded with questions 
about being a twin.

People tend to ask them 
if the other can feel the pain 
when one gets hurt, or how do 
they tell each other apart.

“Well, I look in the mirror 
and know that I am Michaela,” 
Michaela said.

The twins appreciate it 
when people can tell them 
apart.

“We can always tell if 
someone is our friend because 
they know the differences be-
tween us and respect those dif-
ferences,” Martine said.

Regardless of all the an-
noying aspects of being a twin, 
the Fredrickson’s enjoy all the 
time they spend together.

“Martine and I have lived 
life together, and that is the 
most beautiful blessing I have 
ever received,” Michaela said.

photo courtesy of Jasmin Tajdari

EmmaLea Reed

True (right) and Sy (left) Fontentot both play junior varsity sports at Leon this year.

Triplets Gray (left), Sella (center) and Logan Kinch (right) all attend a Florida State University 
football game together. 

Lisa Waxman 



Features8 February 2016 The Leon High Life

Dailey challenges social norms
Julia Chodyla

Executive Board 

Pesta passionate for arts

lerina because she was so nervous to go 
on stage,” Pesta said. “Performing is a 
scary thing, so I had to work very hard to 
convince her to go on stage by maintain-
ing my poise and grace.

“I felt so proud when she decided to 
perform because I knew that it meant she 
looked up to me.”

Dance is not the only performing art 
that Pesta participates in. She is a part 

 Senior Mia Pesta’s passion for the 
arts is directly connected to her late 
grandmother.

“My grandma got called back for the 
Rockettes when she auditioned,” Pesta 
said. “She just didn’t make it because of 
her height... But she would always talk 
about dance. Dance is the only way I feel  
that she’s still here with me. Every year at 
my dance recital, I just know she’s there. 
I feel her presence.”

Pesta was recently nominated for the 
Performing Arts category for Best and 
Brightest.

Pesta has been studying dance for 15 
years at Sharon Davis School of Dance. 

She has explored the styles of ballet, 
jazz, pointe and lyrical. However, she 
claims to enjoy ballet and jazz the most.

She also enjoys sharing her  passion, 
as she volunteers once or twice a week 
at her studio by assisting Adele Trahan-
Kitchen, who is the one of the primary 
teachers for the young ballet students.

According to Pesta, it is “the best 
feeling” to be able to spread her passion 
and love for the art of ballet to younger 
dancers.

She likes to see “the spark” in their 
eyes when they learn a new step or finally 
perfect it.

“I remember one time at a dress re-
hearsal I had to calm down this little bal-

of Mane Event and has performed in the 
summer musicals Les Miserables, Swee-
ney Todd, Fiddler on the Roof and Phan-
tom of the Opera.

“She’s super talented,” Cassie LaJeu-
nesse said. “What sets her apart is that 
she is very humble about her abilities. 

“She will never take a role for grant-
ed and always does her best with any part 
she is given.” 

Julia Chodyla and Sella Kinch
Executive Board

Mia Pesta, who played the role of Meg in The Phantom of the Opera last summer, 
sings “Prima Donna.” 

Junior Will Dailey says he’s determined to never 
“stick to the status quo.”

 Not surprisingly, he recently became a model for  
IMG.

“I don’t want to be normal,” Dailey said. “I don’t 
want to go to school just to get an office job.

“Then again, I don’t think anyone wants that, but 
people often fall into that trap. Having a modeling ca-
reer will assure me a one-of-a-kind lifestyle.”

It was in early December that Dailey’s mom first 
proposed this career choice to him. He quickly agreed 
and traveled up to Atlanta where he signed with his per-
sonal modeling agent, Ludlow Scout. 

When Dailey came back to Tallahassee, he had a 
full portfolio of headshots and photographs of himself.

This came in handy when he traveled to New York 
in mid-February to look for a job with a modeling com-
pany.

Dailey happens to have a lot of practice with photo 
shoots. Earlier this school year for Homecoming week, 
Dailey daringly dressed up as Marilyn Monroe and 
wore a white dress to school. 

“Will truly has a mind of his own,” junior Isabel 
Newport said. “He is definitely not one to follow the 
crowd. He has a carefree personality and oftentimes 
prefers to do his own thing. His unique personality and 
ability to be himself is a huge contributing factor to his 
modeling success.”

Not only was he the center of attention, but people 
left and right were asking to take pictures with him.

“It was 1950s day and I knew all the boys were go-
ing to be wearing jeans, a white t-shirt and a leather 

photo courtesy of Mia Pesta

jacket,” Dailey said. “I thought to myself, what will the 
regular boy not do? And that was to wear a dress.”

According to Dailey, this was perfect practice for his 
future modeling career considering that the men often 

must wear quite “absurd and obscene” outfits.
“Just do your own thing,” Dailey said. “Who cares? 

High school’s only four years, you might as well spend 
it in a dress for at least a day.

“People might think you’re a little weird, but you’re 
all going to grow old and think fondly of these crazy 
memories.”

Choosing the modeling lifestyle, however, has 
caused Dailey to make some major adjustments in his 
daily routine. 

After he first met with his agency, he was told that 
although he does have major potential, he will have to 
transform his body. He began to work out daily as well 
as abstain from all unhealthy food.

“This aspect has kind of been torture,” Dailey said. 
“I’m a 16-year-old boy who is always dreaming of eat-
ing food like McDonald’s. But I can’t.”

Despite the struggle it has been, Dailey already 
sees results. Since the school year began, he has lost 22 
pounds. 

On a regular basis, Dailey is mistaken for the popu-
lar movie star Ansel Elgort who starred in “The Fault in 
Our Stars.”

“I used to count how many times people would tell 
me that I’m the non-famous, non-rich and non-popular 
version of him,” Dailey said. “I stopped when the num-
ber reached 40. But I feel flattered…the dude’s pretty 
famous and pretty.”

Dailey hopes to eventually sign a contract with ei-
ther Calvin Klein, Tommy Hilfiger or Polo, and model 
for them.

“You know you’ve made it big if you are committed 
to Polo,” Dailey said. “But really, how could you not 
want to be a model? You are getting paid to travel the 
world and for people to photograph you.”

“ENGEL”, from page 5 
“She’s wonderfully compassionate,” 

senior Sam Atwater said. “She helped 
put up human trafficking awareness 
signs around the school for Peace Jam. 
She’s pretty fun to be around.”

As a way to discipline herself to 
stay focused, Engel switches frequently 
between assignments while doing home-
work.

“She has an incredible work 
ethic,”Atwater said. “If she says she’s 
going to do something then I believe 
she’s going to do it.”

For example, she will practice violin 
for a few minutes before starting a new 
assignment.

“Push yourself to take the most 
challenging classes available,”  Engel 
advised.

Engel was named a National Merit 
Scholar semifinalist in September and 
will find out if she gets the scholarship 
in late April.

Maribeth McClenny

Will Dailey dressed up as Marilyn Monroe for 1950s day  
during the 2015 Homecoming week. 

Buy an ad in 
the paper.

Looking for a way to 
advertise? 

Come to room 226 or 
contact our Editor-in-Chief
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Time to 
even the 
playing 

field

making the Cobb Middle School 
cheer squad her sixth or seventh 
grade year, she perservered and 
finally made the team in the 
eighth grade.

“Kyla is such a hard worker, 
always listens and has a genuine 
interest in improving her skills 
to better the team,” senior cap-
tain Kayla Chandler said. “She 
will definitely play a major role 
in upcoming years.

“She has the potential to be 
an amazing contribtuion to the 
competition team each year she 
is here at Leon.”

Grady knew that tennis was 
something she wanted to pursue 
when she beat junior Anna Cay 
Ford in middle school and took 
the number one spot on her mid-
dle school team.

For tennis coach Kevin 
Record, Grady capturing a start-
ing spot was no surprise for him.

“I knew she was going to be 
[starting] when she first came,” 
Record said. 

“She’s a great athlete and I 
knew she was capable of start-
ing.”

Coming in after her older 
sister Kelsey Grady, who’s team 
went on to win  a state champi-
onship is definitely a motivation 
for Grady.

“Having her name to live up 

Freshmen Kyla Toy and 
Jules Grady have established 
themselves as powerhouses in 
both of their sports.

Toy is the only freshman to 
make the competition team for 
the cheerleading squad, which 
went on to place second in the 
class 2A non-tumbling division 
at the state finals.

Grady plays no. 3 singles for 
the girls varsity tennis squad. 
She is the only freshman on the 
girls team.

Cheerleading’s competi-
tion team is considered to be 
more prestigous than the varsity 
squad, as the coach hand-picks 
the girls she wants to compete.

Toy was lucky enough to re-
ceive the news in the presence 
of her brother, whom she hadn’t 
seen in four years, as he is a part 
of the Royal British Army.

“It was extremely exciting,” 
Toy said. “But it was definitely 
more special having him there, 
too.”

Neither girl has been seri-
ously competing in their sports 
for long, with Toy and Grady 
beginning in eighth grade.

Toy’s determination was 
evident from the start. After not 

Cheerleading makes ‘state’ment
Caroline Dempsey

Sports Editor

to is moitvation for me 
because it makes me 
want to be even better 
than she was,” Grady 
said.

The prospect of 
going up against older  
and possibly more ex-
perienced girls doesn’t 
have an affect on 
Grady.

“I don’t really get 
nervous,” Grady said. 
“Losing just isn’t re-
ally something I think 
about.”

The story is a bit 
different for Toy who 
said that her position 
on the squad is a bit 
nerve-wracking.

Toy is a flier, which 
is one of the most dif-
ficult roles to fill.

“When you fall 
out of a stunt, you are 
always the first one 
looked at,” Toy said. 
“Fliers are always the 
ones asked why they 
fell.”

Her motivation to 
be even better than the 
next girl and the much-
needed support from 
older teammates keep 
her going.

Hannah Rodriguez
Sports Editor

In the past five years in vol-
leyball Districts 2A through 5A, 
17 of the 20 state champion-
ship titles were won by private 
schools.

In football, 13 of the 20 
state titles have gone to private 
schools and 18 out of 20 in 
baseball have gone to private 
schools.

It is time for Florida to be an 
even playing field for all sports.

In a recent resolutions meet-
ing for local student govern-
ments, a boy from Mosley High 
School presented a proposal 
that there should be separate 
brackets for public and private 
schools once they enter the post-
season.

I absolutely could not agree 
more.

It is widely known that 
in high school sports, private 
schools often dominate. This is 
due to the fact that many private 
schools “recruit” top athletes by 
paying their tuition. 

While the recruitment of 
student-athletes is illegal, many 
private schools are able to get 
away with their not-so-well kept 
secret by having boosters clubs 
and alums, not the coaches, re-
cruit the athletes - which is tech-
nically allowed.

A soccer academy in Flor-
ida, IMG Academy, is well 
known for its dominance on the 
field. 

According to The New York 
Times, the coach has admitted 
to recruiting nationally, and says 
he’s probably one of the only 
ones in the country who will ad-
mit it.

During the regular season, 
Leon volleyball always puts pri-
vate schools on its schedule for 
tough competition, but when a 
team reaches the single-elimi-
nation post-season, the “recruit-
ing” advantage private schools 
have over public schools is ex-
plicitly clear.

One of the biggest advan-
tages private schools have is 
that they don’t have to rebuild. 
They just restock. When six se-
niors graduate, they just get six 
more athletes at the same skill 
level.

It’s time Florida created two 
separate brackets for public and 
private schools.

Freshmen dominate in their sports

Kyla Toy “flies” during a football game.

The cheerleading squad 
made history at Leon this year, 
finishing as state runner-ups in 
the class 2A non-tumbling di-
vision. Never before has Leon 
made it to finals at states.

Following state semifinals, 
the squad was in first place, and 
therefore advanced along with 
two other teams to the finals. 

For the past four years, 
Leon has not scored higher than 
fifth at semifinals and has not 
scored higher than a 62 out of 
100 points. This year the squad 
scored 82 points.

The school that won in Le-
on’s division, South Plantation, 
had won state before and only 
beat Leon by 1.85 points.

Senior Kayla Chandler at-
tributes the team’s success to an 
array of things.

“We have very strong jumps 
and dance synchronization,” 
Chandler said. 

“We scored very high in 
those areas and were even nom-
inated for an award with United 
Cheerleading Association for 
both areas.”

Chandler said the team’s 
weakness used to be not always 

having each girl in the right 
place, but said the team was able 
to find the right place for every-
one by the end of the season. 

“[In past years] we always 
just kept trying to make people 
better rather than focusing on 
what they already do best,” 
Chandler said.

Not only did this year’s 
squad place the best in Leon’s 
history but they did so with a 
new coach.

Last year’s coach, Libby 
Olk, moved away and was re-
placed by Caylen Berry. Berry 
was a former coach at the local 
competitive cheer gym, Cheer 

Nation.
“Having [Coach Berry] was 

honestly such a blessing,” Chan-
dler said. “She analyzes teams 
for a living, so she brings a dif-
ferent competitive level to the 
team we’ve never had before.”

Chandler was one of the 
three captains of the team, along 
with Akievia Hickman and 
Ayanna Atkins. Junior Christina 
Thompson noted their role in 
leading the team to success.

“[The captains] always led 
our most productive practices 
with such a good attitude, which 
set the mood high,” Thompson 
said.

Chandler said it was diffi-
culty being one of the team cap-
tains, but she came to enjoy all 
aspects of her role.

“As I got to know everyone 
personally and learn their per-
sonalities, it became easier to 
lead,” Chandler said. “We actu-
ally all got along really, really 
well.”

The team that went to state 
was the competition cheer team. 
This is separate from the regular 
cheer team, but there is an over-
lap in many of the cheerleaders. 

Each year the coach hand-
picks the group that she wants 
to be on the competition team.

The competition team is 
compiled of five different posi-
tions - flyers, main bases, side 
bases, front spots and back 
spots.

“Each position is dependent 
upon each other,” Chandler said.

The girls at the forefront 
of the cheers are those with 
the most “game presence” and 
the “ability to connect with a 
crowd.” 

In the group dances, the girls 
in the front are the ones with the 
best movement abilities.

Chandler added that all po-
sitions must be able to jump in 
synchronization.

Hannah Rodriguez
Sports Editor
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The cheerleading squad placed second at the Class 2A state finals.

Jules Grady plays number three singles on 
the girls tennis team.

Julie Steinmeyer



Freshman finds power in running

Caroline Dempsey
Sports Editor

Freshman Katherine Resavage’s personal record for the mile is 5:25.

Segura excels as a three-sport athlete 
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Lea Marshall

Freshman Katherine Resavage 
stands out as the only freshman on the 
girls cross country team. 

In addition, she is a member of the 
girls junior varsity soccer team and runs 
track in the spring.

Resavage’s best mile time is 5:25, 
but she hopes to break 5:10 by the time 
she is a senior. 

For track, Resavage participates in 
the long distance events, which will most 
likely include the  800-meter run, the 
one-mile and the two-mile. 

Resavage’s personal record for   800 
meters is 2:40, while her two-mile best 
is 13:04.

Resavage hopes to make it to state in 
one of these events by her senior year.

For cross country, each member 
of the team runs the 3K and the 5K, in 
which Resavage holds a 11:27 and a 
20:34 record respectively.

Her fastest 5K was run at this year’s 

Class 3A Region 1 Championships. Re-
savage placed twenty-eighth at the event, 
the highest by a Leon participant. 

Resavage finds much pleasure in run-
ning because it allows her to feel “free 
and  powerful.”

“[Running] makes me feel good 
about myself because it is something that 
I am good at,” she said.

There are many expectations tied 
to being the only freshman on the cross 
country team, according to Resavage.

“My biggest fear is falling short of 
others’ expectations of me,” Resavage 
said. 

But, Resavage’s achievements don’t 
go unnoticed by those around her. Junior 
cross country and track runner Zoe Shel-
don describes Resavage as “incredibly 
hardworking and talented.”

“[Resavage] gives it her all every 
day at practice,” Sheldon said. “For be-
ing a freshman, she has gone above and 
beyond our expectations.”

Resavage says she looks up to Shel-
don as well as the other upperclassman 
on the cross country team because they 
set a great example of what she hopes to 
be like.

While Resavage is sure that she 
wants to continue running cross country 
and track for the rest of her high school 
career, she is unsure if she will continue 
to play soccer all four years.

Soccer provides Resavage with a 
way to have fun while participating in a 

team sport, since she is used to the indi-
viduality of running. 

“[Soccer] is more of a team build-
ing sport that allows you to make friends 
while still playing the game,” Resavage 
said. “In running, there’s no one to hold 
accountable but yourself. This is not the 
case in soccer.”

Resavage added that it helps that the 
training for each of these sports helps out 

with the others.
Resavage’s main position in soccer is 

left defender, which is an outside player 
who has the role of preventing the oppos-
ing team from scoring.

Following high school, Resavage 
hopes to continue her running career in 
college but is unsure of where she wants 
to attend at this point due to her young 
age.

Resavage a star 
cross country 
runner, three-
sport athlete

Hannah Rodriguez
Sports Editor

Junior Henry Segura competes 
in both track and football, and added 
wrestling to the list this year.

Segura has had a four-year ca-
reer with the varsity football team, 
as he was pulled up as a freshman.

He plays both safety and outside 
linebacker. He earned a starting po-
sition early in his sophomore year.

He also competes in both the 
400 and 800 meter run in track, with 
his personal best times being 53 sec-
onds and 2:02 seconds respectively. 

He competes in one of the fastest 
heats which is the last of the “mid-
dle” heats.

Even though he has only just be-
gun his wrestling career, Segura has 
already captured over 20 wins with only five losses.

Despite his success, Segura would not describe 
himself as a leader on any of these athletic teams. 

“I’m more of an impact on the field,” Segura said. 
“When it comes down to it, and someone has to make a 
play, I can be that person.”

His teammates, however, see a different player on 
the field.

“Henry is very dedicated and hardworking and is a 
leader in all of his sports,” junior Najaree Collins. “A lot 
of people look up to Henry as a student and on the field 
as an athlete.”

Collins notices Segura’s competitiveness and recog-

Junior Henry Segura takes down his opponent in a match against Godby.
photo courtesy of Henry Segura

nizes his passion for improvement.
“Henry has natural raw talent and he works very 

hard to continue to be better than he was the day be-
fore,” Collins said.

“He always strives to be better than his last meet, 
race or game.”

Segura attributes his talent for all of these sports to, 
simply, his natural athleticism. 

Football came quite easily to him as well as wres-
tling, but track was something for which he had to get 
adjusted.

“I honestly don’t know how I’ve done so well in 
wrestling,” Segura said. “My coach just says it’s natural 

ability.”
In his first season, he has al-

ready knocked two opponents 
unconscious during a match, with 
one of them in the 220 weight 
class. Segura competes in the 195 
weight class.

“I relate Henry to a lot like 
how I was my freshman year,” 
senior wrestler Gabe Beyer said. 
“He picked up on it really quick 
and has been winning a lot of 
matches.

“He comes into the room 
ready to work and doesn’t com-
plain. He’s a great athlete who 
learns quickly.”

Segura enjoys competing in 
individualized sports because he 
likes to focus on his own game.

“I like to play more individu-
ally because I like to focus on my own mistakes,” Se-
gura said.

This is one reason that track is the sport Segura en-
joys the most. 

“I love to run,” Segura said. “It’s just my outlet and 
a total stress reliever.”

Teammates who play with Segura describe his work 
ethic as his strongest asset. 

“There have been plenty of times in track practice 
where I have been out of gas and [Segura] might have 
been too,” junior Justin Peter said. “But yet he still finds 
it in him to sprint around those curves and give all he 
has left.”



Hannah Rodriguez
Sports Editor

Sophomore serves as lacrosse captain
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Sophomore Shane Shively plays defense in a 2015 summer lacrosse league game.

photo courtesy of Shane Shively

Shively steps 
into leadership 
position as an 
underclassman

Sophomore Shane Shively has estab-
lished himself as an integral part of the 
varsity lacrosse team as both a starter and 
a captain.

Shively admits it is definitely a bit 
daunting being an underclassman in a 
leadership role.

“It is definitely stressful,” Shively 
said. “It does not happen very often and 
you just kind of have to go with it.” 

It was definitely a prideful moment 
for Shively, however, knowing that his 
coach trusted him enough to lead the 
team.

The thought about being a captain 
had crossed Shively’s mind coming into 
the season, but he hadn’t really consid-
ered it be a possibility due to his young 
age.

“The coach said my name first and 
I was definitely shocked,” Shively said. 
“Honestly I figured I would have been 
his last choice because of my age.”

His other teammates were extreme-

ly supportive  when he was named, and 
were very excited about his accomplish-
ment.

At the end of the day, Shively knows 
that older players on the team respect him 
along with the other two senior captains, 
Danny Manausa and Trevor McCall. 

“Trevor and Danny are definitely 
more intense than I am,” Shively said. 
“I tend to joke around a little more than 
they do, but I think that is why we mesh 
so well together.”

He believes he is more of a captain 
on the field than anywhere else. He leads 
more by example and doesn’t really talk 
as much.

For Shively, the pressure of his lead-
ership role however, is nothing compared 
to how he feels while playing.

“I definitely get more nervous about 
the outcome of the games than I do about 
my stats,” Shively said. “I hate to lose, 
and how the team does is the most impor-
tant thing to me in the end.”

One of the strongest advantages of 
having Shively as a captain, is his abil-
ity to relate to the other young players on 
the team.

“As an underclassman, Shane has a 
unique connection with younger guys 
that we seniors do not really have with 
them,” senior captain Danny Manausa 
said. “With a team full of younger play-
ers, it is good to have a captain who is 
close to them.”

Even with the mix of younger and 
older players, Shively thinks the team 

dynamic works very well due to how per-
sonally close they all are with each other. 

“You obviously have guys that you 
are closer with than others,” Shively said. 
“But at the end of the day we are all re-
ally tight which helps us out a lot.”

Shively primarily plays defense, but 
is planning on traversing back and forth 
between that and midfield. He enjoys de-
fense more because it is less running.

Shively also plays football but enjoys 

lacrosse a lot more due to the fast pace. 
“It’s the fastest game on two feet,” 

Shively said. “There’s constant motion, 
and no time to make plays. It’s mostly 
freestyle,and I like that.”

Shively has set ambitious goals for 
himself this season. 

He wants to score the most goals out 
of any sophomore, make first team All-
Big-Bend, and to just be a good captain 
for his teammates. 

Strickland gets ‘High Performance’ role

Leon volleyball coach Angie Strickland is the only 
coach in Leon County who has been selected to be a 
part of High Performance.

The Team Florida Indoor High Performance All-
Star program allows elite youth and junior volleyball 
athletes to play for college coaches and represent Flor-
ida at the USA High Performance Championships, an 
international volleyball tournament.

Strickland was selected to be the second assistant 
coach for the Women’s International Junior team. She 
will be working with the 17-18 age division. 

Strickland has been coaching for 16 years in Florida. 
She led the Lions to the 2015 Class 7A state semifi-

nals earlier this year. 
She has established one of the best high school vol-

leyball programs in the state since taking over at Leon 
in 2010.

Due to her record, it’s no surprise that she was en-
couraged to fill out an application to become a coach for 
Florida’s High Performance by other local volleyball 
coaches.

“They were telling me and encouraging me to fill 
out the form on a trip we went to in Venice for a game, 
so I ended up filling out the form,” she said. 

The 2016 championship tournament will be held 
July 19 to 23 in Fort Lauderdale. The best teams from 
across the country will compete in the event.

Florida will send six girls’ 
teams and two boys’ teams to 
represent the state.

Strickland had an impressive 
list of references, including the 
head coaches at both the Univer-
sity of Central Florida and the 
University of West Florida, both 
of whom are involved in USA 
Volleyball. 

The potential team members 
will come from all over Florida, 
with a few from Leon County. 
They will attend four tryouts 
from January to April. 

The team is then selected by 
the end of April when coaches 
select team members based on 
the results from tryouts. 

About 21 athletes are taken 
to a training camp for a week in 
Florida, usually in Orlando dur-
ing May. 

This year’s eight teams rep-
resenting Florida are the most for 
the state since 2002.

A total of nine college coach-
es will be on staff as Florida’s 
teams prepare for their competi-
tions. 

Volleyball coach only one selected from Leon County to participate in
Florida program

Nadaley Jones
Sports Writer

Joe Rondone/Democrat

Angie Strickland, who was the 2015 All-Big Bend Coach of the Year, was recently 
named a High Performance coach. Back row, from left: Aly Freeland (Chiles), Elyse 
Thompson (Leon), Player of the Year Makayla Washington (Leon), Caroline Kirk (Leon), 
Strickland, Daijah Washington (Leon), Jaynie Mitchell (Leon), Nylah Demps (Florida 
High), Melanie Canfield (Maclay). Front row, from left: Jewel Strawberry (Maclay), 
Alyssa Rudd (Chiles), Mary Frances Daniel (Maclay), Callie Workman (Lincoln), Caylee 
Cox (Wakulla), Madison Fitzpatrick (Lincoln).



SPRING
SCOREBOARD
Girls Tennis
Date  Event   
02/05/16 Boone
02/06/16 Winter Park
02/10/16 Chiles
02/12/16 Crestview
02/13/16 Fort Walton Beach
02/16/16 Maclay
02/17/16 Lincoln

Boys Tennis
Date  Event  
02/05/16 Boone
02/06/16 Winter Park
02/10/16 Chiles
02/12/16 Crestview
02/13/16 Fort Walton Beach
02/16/16 Maclay
02/17/16 Lincoln

Lacrosse
Date  Event  
02/12/16 Stanton 
02/13/16 Paxon
02/15/16 Providence

Softball
Date  Event  
02/02/16 North Florida
02/09/16 Wakulla
02/11/16 Buchholz
02/12/16 Maclay
02/15/16 Godby

Baseball
Date  Event  
02/06/16 North Florida
02/09/16 Maclay
02/11/16 Godby
02/15/16 Murray County
02/17/16 Maclay

Girls Basketball
Date  Event
01/23/16 Rutherford
01/27/16 Chiles
01/28/16 Lincoln
02/04/16 Navarre
02/09/16 Niceville
02/11/16 Niceville
  
Boys Basketball
Date  Event  
01/22/16 Florida High
01/23/16 Rickards
01/26/16 East Gadsden
02/02/16 Chiles
02/11/16 Niceville
02/16/16 Lincoln
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Alum aims to create football 
legacy separate from his dad’s

Although his father is a two-
time Super Bowl champion. For-
mer Leon standout receiver, Jaren 
Colston-Green plans to create his 
own legacy.

“My dad’s (Willie Green’s) 
two Super Bowl rings inspire me 
to be the very best I can be on the 
field and in the classroom,” said 
Colston-Green, who graduated  
from Leon in 2012.

He is now in his junior sea-
son at Utah State University. 
Even though a lot is going well 
for him now, the journey was not 
very easy. He started as a walk-on 
and progressed to a Division I scholarship for football. 

“There were coaches at Leon that told me that I 
was not Division I material,” Colston-Green said. “I 
am so proud of myself for believing in myself and 
proving them all wrong.”

Colston-Green is one of very few players in the 
class of 2012 to make it to a Division I school. He was 
motivated to do so after being told that he could not.

Since graduating from Leon, he has accomplished 
a lot off the field too. He made the Dean’s List at Utah 
State and has earned different academic achievements 
outside of football.

Knowing that his father is a Super Bowl champi-
on, Colston-Green has believed that with hard work, 
anything is possible. This gave him another reason to 
chase his dream of playing in the NFL.

If he doesn’t make it to the NFL, Colston-Green 
plans to become a football analyst for ESPN or a sports 
broadcaster. He is now preparing for a career after foot-
ball by getting a degree in journalism at Utah State. 

Colston-Green has been playing football since he 
was five years old. 

In the ninth grade, he decided that he wanted to 

    247 Sports

Alum Jaren Colston-Green plays Division I football at Utah State University.

Taishaun Burgess
Sports Writer

grow up to play football after receiving a Football Skills 
Evaluation by NFL coaches at a Football University 
Camp.

Since he started playing football on the college 
level, Jaren has seen a major difference between high 
school and college. 

“College football is very different from high school 
football because it demands so much more of your 
time,” Colston-Green said. “The majority of your time 
is spent in football practice studying class work, plays 
and films.

“If you don’t perform well and do what is expected, 
you are at risk of losing your scholarship.”

He learned that only the strong will survive while 
playing college football. According to Colston-Green, 
football teaches you how to be a team player and priori-
tize your time. 

“A weakness of playing college football is that you 
don’t have much time to be a regular college student 
because it is so demanding,” Colston-Green said. 

Although he had just two receptions for 54 yards 
during the 2015 season, Jaren is looking to have a 
breakout season in 2016.

 L, 9-3
W, 12-2
W, 8-7

W, 6-4
W, 8-2
W, 4-3
W, 13-0
W, 1-0

 T, 0-0
W, 14-1
 L, 10-8
W, 12-0
 L, 2-0

W, 60-28
NA

 L, 59-49
W, 54-49
 L, 64-57
 L, 67-54

W, 83-48
W, 57-54
W, 66-44
W, 63-58
W, 79-70
 L, 57-52

W, 6-1
 L, 6-1
 L, 7-0
W, 7-0
W, 4-3
 L, 6-1
W, 6-1

W, 7-0
W, 6-0
W, 5-2
W, 7-0
W, 6-1
W, 7-0
W, 7-0


