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As the oldest pub-
lic high school in Florida, 
Leon has an infinite number 
of traditions and an over-
whelming amount of his-
tory.

In the early 1990’s, 
there was already enough 
history, in fact, for alum 
Traci Cliett to make a docu-
mentary about the school.

After seeing it last year 
in her student government 
class, senior Kennedy Wil-
hite has decided to remake 
the movie.

According to Wilhite, the vid-
eo will cover student life, sports, 
academics and Leon’s performing 
arts.

Wilhite started this project af-
ter former Leon teacher Dr. Linda 
Teague came to talk to her Student 
Government Association class last 
spring and challenged everyone to 
remake the video.

Student-run dance marathon 
surpasses goal

Historical documentary 
redone by senior

Julia Chodyla 
News Editor

Surprising number of students 
homeless

Now, Wilhite and Teague have 
teamed up together on the project.

They joined forces last summer 
and found  both a videographer, 
Lee Berger, and a script writer, 
Elise Smith.

Berger has come to multiple 
Leon events, including a pep rally, 

EmmaLea Read
Features Writer

Peers go 
through more 
than one may 

expect

Since the majority of Leon’s 
students have the privilege of a re-
liable place to lay their heads each 
night, it is easy to become numb to 
the reality that some students do not 
have such a luxury.

The definition of a homeless 
student is different than one might 
guess. 

A homeless student is an indi-
vidual minor who lacks a regular, 
adequate nighttime residence.

Currently, there are 20 students 
attending Leon that have been iden-
tified as homeless. 

As of 2014, Leon County was 
home to 703 identified homeless 
students, most of whom were at-
tending elementary school. 

County officials believe that 
there are many more homeless stu-
dents in our community that they 
have yet to identify.

Alison Feinberg is the home-
less liaison in Leon County. She 
is in charge of communicating and 
transmitting information between 
Leon schools and the parents of 
homeless children.

“I train schools to identify and 
help the homeless kids attending 
their school,” Feinberg said. “We 
try to get them back on their feet.”

Feinberg makes sure that the 
students attain the supplies and 
transportation necessary for their 
every day school lives.  

In particular, homeless seniors 
are a huge focus.

“If they make it to senior 
year, it’s almost guaranteed that 
they will graduate,” Feinberg said. 

“We work very closely with them.                           
At Leon, one of the biggest prob-
lems with homeless students is that 
many of them are unaccompanied 
youth, with no parent help.” 

That issue creates a barrier of 
communication, making it very 
hard to get in contact with an in-
dividual, and to keep an update on 
them.

There are multiple places for 
students without somewhere to 
sleep every night to seek refuge and 
help. 

HOPE Community and Echo 
are both examples of emergency 
transitional housing provided for 
those in a bad situation that need a 
place to stay. 

In an effort to help the students 
residing in either of those com-
munities, the county provides tu-
tors that offer their services to the 
homeless children with no cost ev-
ery week.

Capital City Youth is another 

On Feb. 14, members 
of a student-run committee 
flipped around their signs in 
front of a crowd of students, 
anxious to see what number 
was revealed.

The students raised 
$14,073.10 for Children’s 
Miracle Network in what 
had been no more than four 
hours.

CMN, an organization 
dedicated to improving the 
lives of children affected by 
cancer and other life-threat-
ening diseases, is supported 
by fundraisers called Dance 
Marathons at large universi-
ties across the country. 

When communities 
want to get involved outside 
of the college campus, DMs 
often pair with mini-mara-
thons. This mini-marathon 
was led by Maclay senior 
Annie Criser and Leon ju-
nior Elyse Thompson. 

“I was pleasantly sur-
prised,” Criser said. “I knew 
we had been successful in 
the amount we had raised 

Rachel Joyner
Co-Editor in Chief

Beloved teacher 
and son over-

come adversity
Rachel Joyner

Co-Editor in Chief
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Last July, a 13-year-old 
boy sat with his mother, de-
ciding whether to keep or to 
amputate his leg.

After a lot of thinking, 
Marshal Fisher had one cri-
teria in mind. He asked the 
surgeon which option, the 
replacement of his knee or 
its amputation, would let 
him run on the beach and 
catch crabs.

The surgeon told him 
that, with the use of a pros-
thetic leg, he could one day 
run on the beach, catching 
crabs, with the amputation.

Betsy Fisher, who ad-
opted Marshal on Sept. 17 
2013, has taught at Leon for 
more than 20 years. 

“That was really, really 
scary,” she said. “I can’t 
even tell you, to give the go-
ahead to take off a child’s 
leg.”

Last May, Marshal fell 
off of his bike. He and Betsy 
noticed a bump on his leg, 
one that persisted and hurt 
for several days. After vis-

iting their pediatrician and 
running several diagnostic 
tests, the bump was revealed 
to be far more serious: osteo-
sarcoma, a bone cancer that 
often manifests in this man-
ner. 

Within the month, Mar-
shal was undergoing chemo-
therapy at Shands Children’s 
Hospital in Gainesville. 

With the help of Shands 
and the Children’s Miracle 
Network, Marshal’s treat-
ment was aggressive and 
thorough. Following the am-
putation, he underwent che-
motherapy again until Janu-
ary. 

CMN funds allows for 

Above: The total amount raised in the first annual mini-marathon. Below: From left to right, 
Anton Glass, Marshal Fisher and Betsy Fisher pose at the mini-marathon. 

Betsy and Marshal Fisher 
pose together.

Ida Thompson

Ida Thompson

Senior Kennedy Wilhite reads a yearbook 
with Dr. Linda Teague.

Julia Chodyla
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Scientific literacy matters
Denialism is defined as a mechanism 

used by humans to avoid potentially 
uncomfortable truths--truths that may 
contradict things like individual  religious, 
racial, medical and political beliefs. 

The thing about denialists, though-
-particularly science denialists--is that 
they’re quick to deny the fact that they 
are denialists, claiming that such a term is 
simply a propagandic tool of the mainstream 
to suppress fringe (or, terrifyingly, not 
so fringe) viewpoints. Regardless, while 
nothing is certain in science, ignoring the 
reality of the evidence that we as a society 
have managed to amass is extremely 
misguided.  

Essentially, science can be defined as 
the systematic study of the world around us. 
Because of that systematic and continuous 
nature, the body of scientific knowledge 
is constantly in flux, making the scientific 
method, as it were, a self-correcting 
mechanism. As new data comes to light, a 
good scientist will adapt to, analyze, and 
ultimately accept that apparent reality: 
regardless of preconceived, culturally 
subjective notions about how the world 
“should” be. 

Of course, because culture and science 
are both co-dependent and constantly 
evolving, so too are the views of denialists. 
What follows are responses to some popular 
modern instances of scientific denialism. 

Politicians don’t know how 
sexual reproduction works

Time after time, the people running our 
country have displayed an upsetting level of 
ignorance when it comes to how their own 
species is perpetuated. From multiple claims 
that rape simply doesn’t lead to pregnancy 
(spoiler: the consensuality of sex does 
not affect the mechanics of fertilization) 
to insistence that birth control must cause 
abortions, our society at large and--as an 
extension-- our political scene, is seriously 
lacking in reproductive science savvy. 

So, unlike what the odious Hobby 
Lobby decision might lead us to believe, 
birth control pills do not cause abortions 
(whether we’re talking Plan B or regular 
prescription medication). The most common 
way these pills prevent pregnancy is by 
simply inhibiting ovulation (the release of 
the female egg). 

That said, abortions themselves really 
aren’t the horror Anti-Choice advocates 
paint them out to be. Ninety-seven percent 
of them occur before the 20-week mark 
(which is when, evidence suggests, fetuses 
begin to feel pain.) And 87 percent of 
those occur in the first trimester. Although, 
according to the claims of obvious science 
aficionado Representative Michael Burgess, 
15-week-old fetuses are masturbating--but 
only the boys, of course. This man worked 
as an actual OB/GYN, people. You cannot 
tell me we don’t have a scientific literacy 

problem on our hands.
Anyway, what’s more, organized 

resistance to abortions only really started in 
the 19th century when the country’s leaders 
decided that white women needed to start 
having more babies to protect the good ol’ 
white majority.

 Even more than that, though, women 
who get abortions do it because they need 
to, not because it’s fun: the entire process is 
unpleasant. This is not only due to the often 
emotionally fraught situation of needing 
to remove an embryo from your uterus, 
though. There is also a significant amount 
of Anti-Choice legislation in place to 
medically misinform women as to the nature 
of their abortion and to shame them for their 
decision to get one. The last thing women 
in this situation need are misinformed and 
unsympathetic misogynists calling them 
baby killers and lobbying to abolish safe 
and informed abortions, which are important 
when it comes to women’s health options. 

 But ultimately, as with most things, if 
we really care about protecting our children 
(and educating our future politicians), we’ll 
give them access to  medically accurate birth 
control and sexual reproduction information, 
as well as information on safe, informed, 
consensual, and--gasp--even pleasurable sex. 

Anti-Vaxxers Don’t 
Understand Basic Statistics

Lately, you have surely seen disturbing 
reports of the reemergence of measles in 
the First World. Fifteen years ago, measles 
was dead in the United States--this was due, 
overwhelmingly, to vaccination. 

Enter Scientific Deniers with a 
shockingly short historical memory. As 
generation X, (and now Y) started having 
children, many of the new parents were 
young enough when immunizations became 
the status quo that they didn’t remember the 
visceral horror of rampant disease and opted 
for “energy/natural healing” (hint: thousands 
upon thousands of years of human history 
have proven that to be the less desirable 
option) over receiving the life-saving 
immunizations easily accessible from their 
family doctors. Thus were the Anti-Vaxxers 
(sic), and their selfish, potentially dangerous 
reliance on first world herd immunity, born.

With even a modicum of scientific 
understanding coupled with a bit of critical 
thinking, the Anti-Vaxxer argument 
crumbles into dust. The 30,000 people who 
have reactions within a short period of 
time after receiving vaccines (90 percent 
of whom simply experience something like 
soreness or topical irritation, according 
to the CDC.) really don’t have it that bad 
compared with the millions of contractions 
and the thousands upon thousands of deaths 
we would face every year without vaccines.

Of course, the origins of this movement 
are saturated in fraudulent thinking, 
thanks to “scientist” Andrew Wakefield, 
who published a study claiming that 
vaccines cause Autism. This claim was 
and is absolutely false, and Wakefield was 

stripped of his medical license in 2010. 
Unfortunately, ignorance of the scientific 
process is still causing people to believe in 
this tired and harmful claim.

But, you know, despite the fact that 
there is no correlation between these two 
things,  if I had to choose between my child 
dying awfully of preventable infectious 
disease or developing Autism, I would 
choose Autism every single time. Because, 
otherwise, I’d essentially be saying that 
I would rather watch my child expire 
painfully in a sickbed than to see them live a 
life in which they simply think and feel and 
perceive some things differently from me. 

Ultimately, though, we need to 
remember that even though we’ve had 
the privilege of growing up in a largely 
infectious disease-free society, disease has 
not disappeared, and it only takes so many 
unvaccinated people to bring an epidemic 
roaring back.

Climate Change Deniers 
Thrive on Ignorance (and, of 
course, greed) 

People. Human-caused Climate Change 
is an ongoing reality. Period. 

The numbers support it. (I urge you to 
check out any modern and non-discredited 
meteorological resource). 

The experts support it (97 percent of 
bona fide climate scientists, to be more 
specific).  

Many good, reputable organizations 
support it (Think the American Institute of 
Physics. The Royal Meteorological Society. 
Etc.). 

The observable world around us 
supports it (New Orleans, Pacific Islands, 
et.al.). 

In fact, the only people who don’t 
embrace the reality of Climate Change are 
cost-cutting corporate manufacturers, gas 
guzzling rednecks, gullible individuals 
who don’t know any better, those who find 
it inconvenient, and fringe “scientists” 
peddling blatant lies and crappy “science” 
to people who are too uninformed or selfish 
to see through the drivel (think quacks like 
John Casey, Tom Luongo, pretty much any 
Wall Street-Journal Approved--or more 
accurately, Rupert Murdoch Approved--
climate scientist.)  

In the end, though, we are extremely 
fortunate to live in a democratic nation. 
Thus, anyone reading this is welcome to 
believe literally whatever they want. My 
only argument here is that, first, when too 
many people refuse to acknowledge reality, 
there are often undesirable consequences 
that affect us all. Second, in a perfect world, 
our public education system would do 
what it’s supposed to and provide enough 
solid education and critical thinking skills 
to Americans that most of us would come 
to realize the benefits of believing in 
phenomena that have been demonstrated to 
be--ya know--actually real. 
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LETTER TO THE 
EDITORS

DEAR EDITOR,

Leon has a strict rule about hats during 
class time. Now, if it were a five foot high 
Christmas tree hat, I’d completely under-
stand. But what’s so wrong with a little base-
ball or beanie cap? In my opinion, nothing. 
A teacher {of mine} once said “what, they 
think you’re going to pull the answers out 
from it?”

I think hats should be allowed to be 
worn during class and after. I mean--come 
on--some people do have bad hair days, ya 
know? 

I don’t think hats are magically giving 
you answers, and as long as they aren’t light-
ing up like a firework show, they should be 
allowed in school. 

 
Sincerely,
Sierra Crawford

DEAR EDITOR,

I think we should have study hall. We 
could go to a class room or to the media cen-
ter and do homework or study. There are stu-
dents who don’t have the right place to study, 
like those who have a dysfunctional home. 
Some students do sports and other extracur-
ricular activities and don’t have time to study. 

I give up lunch to study and do home-
work. I also have some classes where we 
don’t do work or the teacher doesn’t teach. 
So why not just have a class for studying? 

And if we do have a class [for studying], 
it should be open to all students. 

I’ve been here two years and have never 
heard of [such a class]. It would most like-
ly help a lot of students; that’s the goal of 
school, isn’t it? To help the students learn. 

Sincerely,
Bree Redinger



Write a Letter to the Editor.

Bring letters to Room IA4 or write to us online at www.leonhighlife.com

Have an opinion? Get it in the paper.

Caroline Zapert
Editorial Editor
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The science behind mental illness
In order to label the field of 

psychology in its appropriate cat-
egory, one must define what psy-
chology really is.

According to the Merriam-
Webster dictionary, psychology is 
“the science of mind and behav-
ior,” a definition that is widely ar-
gued due to the implications of the 
term “science.”

Science, according to the 
Merriam-Webster dictionary, is 
“knowledge about or study of 
the natural world based on facts 
learned through experiments and 
observation.” 

Those who argue that psychol-
ogy [the study of the mind and be-
havior] is not a science come from 
different scientific backgrounds 
and use different yardsticks from 
their respective fields by which 
they try to “measure” psychology, 
psychiatry and the neurosciences. 

That’s quite ironic, because 
every aspect of analyzing mental 
functions falls neatly into place in 
the scientific method.

Arguing that psychology is not 
a real science is the equivalent to 
comparing apples to oranges, and 
then coming away upset because 
they taste so different from one an-
other. 

Psychology and its related 
fields are indeed “real science,” us-
ing well-accepted scientific meth-
ods and methodologies that have 
been time-tested and that produce 
real, verifiable, and actionable re-
sults.

Now, chemical definitions are 
still admittedly more accurate and 
quantifiable than definitions of 
happiness or satisfaction. 

But the point is that not every-
thing measurable needs to be quan-
tifiable to the sixth decimal point to 
call itself scientific. 

What matters is whether we 
can come up with consistent and at 
least semi-quantifiable definitions 
that are useful enough to make test-
able predictions. 

Psychological research is use-
ful not when it’s quantifiable, but 
when it says something about hu-
man nature that is universal and 
revealing.

In fact, one can argue that so-

cial scientists tread on dangerous 
ground when they start trying to 
make their discipline too accurate. 

The point is that we still know 
too little about biology and social 
systems to achieve the kind of 
quantitative prediction that scienc-
es like physics have. 

But, that does not mean that 
everything we say about human 
nature is completely unquantifiable 
and useless.

Psychology often does not 
meet the five basic requirements 
for a field to be considered scien-
tifically rigorous: clearly defined 
terminology, quantifiability, highly 
controlled experimental condi-
tions, reproducibility and, finally, 
predictability and testability. 

But the natural world does not 
always entail predictability and 
testability.

Any study remotely regarding 
physics is labeled a science without 
question.

Lack of clear terminology and 
quantifiability does not automati-

cally consign a field to the bin of 
pseudoscience. 

Since human beings are not 
electrons, it’s indeed very hard to 
do an experiment with them and 
get the exact same results every 
single time. 

But that is why psychology 
relies heavily on statistics, to de-
termine precisely whether the vari-
ability in results are due to chance 
or whether they reflect a real differ-
ence between samples. 

Consequently, this is a limita-
tion that psychology will always 
have, but again, that does not mean 
it will preclude it from ever being 
useful. 

Even fields like particle phys-
ics rely heavily on statistics these 
days.

There are no absolutes in life, 
and if predictability is a key com-
ponent of determining whether or 
not a particular field of study is ac-
curate, then we live in a world of 
pseudoscience. 

I mean, come on - most of the 

time, weather forecasts are not even 
accurate.                                                                                               

Moreover, some people believe 
that mental illness is really just 
about “crazy people” — you know, 
people with schizophrenia who 
hear voices all the time. 

But it’s not- mental disorders 
encompass a wide range of prob-
lems in life, including being de-
pressed for no reason for weeks at 
a time [depression] or being unable 
to concentrate on any single task 
for more than a few minutes at a 
time [ADHD].             

A mental disorder doesn’t have 
to be life-threatening or make you 
unemployed and homeless in order 
to have a serious impact on your 
life. 

Even mild depression, left un-
treated for years, can turn into a 
chronic condition that could signifi-
cantly impact one’s quality of life 
and relationships.

All behavior has a neurochemi-
cal basis in the brain, and up un-
til recently, the definitions of the 

297 mental illnesses and disorders 
listed by the American Psychiatric 
Association were simply described 
behaviors. 

The chemical-imbalance hy-
pothesis has been proven for 
schizophrenia by researchers at UC 
San Diego School of Medicine. 

Using a model derived from 
stem cells, the researchers showed 
how the brain cells of patients 
with schizophrenia secrete higher 
amounts of three neurotransmitters.

The ability to see differences 
in neurotransmitters derived from 
individual patients is a monumen-
tal accomplishment in the field to 
develop a method which proves the 
existence and severity of an illness. 

Before this discovery was even 
made, neurosurgeons were able to 
perform an operation known as a 
hemispherectomy.  

A hemispherectomy is a very 
rare surgical procedure where one 
cerebral hemisphere (half of the 
brain) is removed or disabled. 

This is either achieved by, liter-
ally, removing one half of the brain, 
or severing the corpus callosum. 

This procedure is used to treat 
a variety of seizure disorders where 
the source of the epilepsy is lo-
calized to a broad area of a single 
hemisphere of the brain, among 
other disorders. 

Patients who undergo this sur-
gery experience a complete recov-
ery with no returning seizures. 

If this, quite possibly the most 
intrusive procedure ever seen by 
the medical field, is not compelling 
enough to convince individuals 
worldwide that mental disorders, 
are, in fact, a real phenomena, then 
nothing will.

Research into mental illness 
tries to understand where it comes 
from and what treatments are most 
effective in helping people cope.

Psychological research dates 
back more than a century, starting 
around the same time that modern 
research began in medicine and our 
better understanding of the human 
body. 

Its rich history and scientific 
methods are far more complex 
than the simple, popular image of 
Sigmund Freud sitting in his office 
listening to patients as they lie on 
a couch.

 

 



Coral club setting up tank
Lauren Henderson

News Editor
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Leon is the only school in the 
county that has a Coral Reef Club. 

“Leon has never had anything 
like this before,” senior Karis De-
Gannes said.

“I think it’s awesome.” 
The club was approved in Sep-

tember, but this is the first year the 
club has been up and running. 

Rachel Scarboro is the presi-
dent and founder of the club.

Right now the club is prepar-
ing to set up a coral reef tank in the 
media center.  It will  be 70-gallons 
and will be placed on the counter 
near the back doors.

After they set it up, they will 
primarily be working on maintain-
ing the tank, allowing the corals to 
thrive. The tank will take a while to 
start looking nice.

 It will have to cycle for a while 
so that the water has the right prop-
erties before coral can be put in. 
The coral also takes time to grow. 

“Setting up and maintaining 
a coral reef tank is an activity that 
requires patience and hard work,” 
Scarboro said. 

“However, it is a very reward-
ing hobby.  It is a great feeling to 
sit down, watch the tank, and know 
that you have created something 
beautiful.”

The tank will need fish to eat 
the algae and there will also be 
crustaceans, sea anemones and oth-
er aquatic life.  

“I look forward to watching the 
tank develop over time,” Scarboro 
said.

“We hope to create something 
cool that the whole student body 
will be able to enjoy.” 

The club will plant local coral 
in the tank and would like to then 
transfer it into the Gulf of Mexico. 

They will be able to plant their 
own reef and visit it.

The tank will allow the students 
to see coral close up and discover 
what environmental conditions are 
necessary for their survival.

Most of the students in the club 
have already had AP biology and 
chemistry, which gives them a good 
base. 

Science teacher Allan Rice is 
the club sponsor. Rice’s AP Envi-
ronmental Science class will design 
the tank as part of their final exam 
this year. 

The sponsor was originally for-
mer science teacher Eric Gordon, 
but he no longer works at Leon. 
Gordon grows coral as a hobby and 
has tanks with coral in them in his 
home. 

He has donated supplies for the 
tanks and will donate coral to the 
club to get them started. Gordon 

taught AP chemistry last year. 
After his students took their AP 

test, he brought in a tank and the 
students learned about coral reef 
aquariums. 

“The school year ended before 
we could accomplish much,” Scar-
boro said. 

“Many of my peers and I want-
ed to get involved, so we planned 
to start a club the following year.” 

After getting approval from 
Rice to be the faculty sponsor, 
Scarboro presented the plans, goals 
and other details about the club at 
an ICC meeting in September. 

After that they began their 

At every school, the main pri-
ority of the administration is to help 
each student graduate and, more 
importantly, keep them safe.

Recently, students are staying 
long hours after school which has 
ultimately become one of the big-
gest safety issues at Leon. 

On a typical Thursday after-
noon, approximately 25 students 
can be found sitting on the front 
steps of the school, two hours after 
supervision has ended.

According to Principal Billy 
Epting, supervision is over at 3:30 
p.m.

That means students who take 
seventh period have 45 minutes to 
leave campus. 

Those who end the school day 
after sixth period have 105 minutes 
before they must leave.

“People pay to know that their 
kids are secure from 7 a.m. to 3:30 
p.m.,” assistant principal Sarah 
Hembree said. “There is no assur-
ance of protection after that.”

Deputy Thomas Stege gets off 
work at 3:30 p.m., along with the  
rest of the faculty and staff, except 
on days with late-night events. 

There are two underlying rea-
sons why students are staying on 
campus so late, according to Ept-
ing. 

One of them is that some stu-
dents would rather socialize in 
the safe and easy environment of 
Leon instead of going to their own 
homes. 

The other reason is that they 
simply do not have a ride home. 

Leon has, by far, the largest 
group of reassigned students, and 
school buses are not an option of 
transportation for those folks.

However, it is part of the con-
tract of a reassigned student to pro-
vide his or her own transportation.

Other students may not have 
rides home because their parents 
get off work late. 

Senior Sydney Sinaht often has 
to wait at school until her mom is 
able to get off work and pick her up.

“I see what Principal Epting 
means because there are so many of 
us still roaming the halls late in the 
day, but we can’t really help it, to 
be honest,” Sinaht said. 

Epting’s secretary, Allison Hal-
pin, says there are, in fact, many 
other options for children who can-
not get a ride instantaneously.

“We are fortunate enough to 
be right in the center of downtown 
Tallahassee,” Halpin said. 

“This allows so many alterna-
tives.

“If you can’t use the school 
busses, it could be so convenient to 

Students 
stay too 

late

Lauren Henderson
News Editor

This year, Leon’s Thespians 
were voted to represent District 
One at the Florida State Thespian 
Festival.

 Their large group performance 
of “Gold” from the musical “Once” 
earned Best in Show at their district 
competition.

This means that every Thespi-
an in Florida will see Leon perform 
“Gold.”

Critic’s Choice means the 
piece was the best in its category. 
All of the Critic’s Choice winners 
compete to see which event will 
represent the district, and Leon 
won, performing “Gold.” 

The last time the Leon Thespi-
ans won Best in Show was six years 
ago, when it performed the small 
group musical “Brand New You” 
from “13.”

Senior Angelina Mitchell has 
been in Thespians since her sopho-
more year. 

This year at the district Thes-
pians competition, she performed 
in two large group musicals, one 
small group musical and one solo.

In her all girls small group mu-
sical, “No Me Diga,” the score they 
received was one point away from a 
perfect score. 

The district competition was 
held in Niceville Jan. 8-11. 

The Leon Thespians earned 
Critic’s Choice for: small group 
musical “Officer Krupke” from 
“West Side Story”; large group mu-
sical “Raise Your Voice” from “Sis-
ter Act;” ensemble “Since “76”;  a 
duet act from “In a Forest, Dark and 
Deep” performed by Emma Labbe 
and Michael Mello; and solo “Not 
My Father’s Son” from “Kinky 
Boots” performed by senior Bran-
don McDaniel.

All of the above pieces will 
move on to the state competition.

Eighteen of Leon’s acts earned 
a superior rating, which is the high-
est ranking. 

Earning Best in Show has re-
ally helped Leon Thespians make a 
name for themselves.

“It’s a really pivotal moment,” 
senior Michael Mattox said. 

This is Mattox’s second year in 
Thespians. 

He did not perform in “Gold” 
for districts because he was also a 
part of a show with the Young Ac-
tors Theatre. But, he will perform 
at states. 

Mattox has applied to six col-
leges, four of which specialize in 
writing for television and film. 

“I have a very creative mind,” 
Mattox said. 

In March, Leon’s Thespians 
will go to the state competition, 
which is in Tampa. Five of their 
best acts will perform. 

plans for the tank. 
The club currently has about 20 

members, and anyone is eligible to 
join.  

Even though Scarboro founded 
the club, she does not plan on pur-
suing a career in marine science. 
She would like to study medicine 
and become a surgeon.

The biggest challenge of the 
club is raising money required to 
purchase the necessary equipment 
and corals.  

The club needs donations to 
help make their project happen.

Students can contact Rice for 
more information.  

Rachel Scarboro
Jacob Goldstein-Greenwood, Rachel Scarboro and Noah Bush pose with 
a tank.

Thespians ad-
vance to state

SEE SCHOOL, PAGE 12

Julia Chodyla 
News Editor
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but I had no clue it was that much.”

Criser approached Thompson 
in November about starting a mini-
marathon in Tallahassee. Life-long 
friends, Criser and Thompson 
quickly agreed to coordinate an 
inter-school mini-marathon, af-
filiated with FSU. Their goal: raise 
$10,000, split evenly between 
Shands and FSU’s Pediatric Indi-
gent Care program. 

Criser’s older sister, Callie 
Hugo, was treated at Shands Chil-
dren’s Hospital, the largest CMN 
hospital in the Southeast, for her en-
tire life. Hugo kicked off the dance; 
two other “miracle families,” those 
who have overcome adversity with 
the help of CMN, visited through-
out the dance.

When the “kids” came to speak, 
all of the dancers took a knee. After 
all, as their slogan dictates, it was 
all “For The Kids.” The first family 
was a part of the Leon family.

20-year veteran teacher Betsy 
Fisher and her son, Marshal Fisher, 
arrived halfway through the mara-
thon.

“When we actually went, it 
was really overwhelming,” Betsy 
said. “Marshal had a blast.”

 Marshal, adopted by Betsy 
two years ago, was diagnosed last 
May with osteosarcoma, a can-
cer of the bones. Within the same 
month, Shands began aggressively 
treating Marshal’s cancer.

 After two rounds of chemo-
therapy and the amputation of his 
affected knee and leg, Marshal’s 
prognosis is looking up.

At the marathon, Marshal wore 

Leo the Lion’s mask, borrowed 
from current Leo, Anton Glass. 
Glass was born without one of his 
legs and uses a prosthetic leg- one 
much like the one Marshal is cur-
rently becoming acquainted with. 
Marshal hopes to one day be Leo 
himself, once he comes to Leon.

Although the funds will not di-
rectly benefit the Fishers, they are 
helping out the organization that is 
responsible for Marshal’s current 
health. Additionally, the committee 
gave the Fishers a $100 gift card.

The experience was so gratify-
ing for Thompson that she hopes to 
be involved similarly in college.

“When you start things like 
this,” she said. “It’s hard to break 
away from it.”

Dancers must sign up for the 
marathon for some fee, are spon-
sored and, during the event, call 
relatives and friends, encouraging 
them to donate. 

Thompson hopes to organize an 
inter-school committee to continue 
to put on an annual mini-marathon. 
She hopes that next year’s mini-
marathon could surpass $15,000. 
With Leon’s significant emphasis 
on drives, Thompson emphasizes 
setting “a tangible goal.” 

Moreover, the idea has been 
circulated that the mini-marathon 
itself would move between schools, 
pairing two different high schools 
every year.

“That way when it comes 
around it’s a bigger deal that you 
want to go,” Thompson said. 
“You’re only going to get one op-
portunity in high school.”
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History teacher Erica Sears hasn’t let At-
tention Deficit Hyperactive Disorder slow her 
learning skills down.

In fact, she has coped so well with the is-
sue that it has made her a better teacher.

Sears was diagnosed with ADHD in high 
school and she had to teach herself how to 
take notes and learn through different study-
ing strategies. 

Paying attention in uninteresting classes 
was Sears’ main difficulty.

She practically taught herself during 
this time in her life, and, by making her own 
study guides, she was able to help the other 
students in her classes. 

Sears’ passion for educating other people 
arose from this development.

She attended the University of Georgia 
where she pursued forestry, but some of the 
classes were too difficult and she had to do 
some soul searching. 

Sears, whose parents were also school 

teachers, realized all of her role models were 
history teachers and began to follow that area 
of expertise. 

“I like the stories behind people and the 
interesting things I can find out about them,” 
Sears said. “When it comes to teaching, I love 
that every day is a different, new lesson and 
that I get to help and interact with the kids.”

Sears taught history at Godby for 13 
years before switching to Leon.  

This will be her third year teaching his-
tory at the school.

 Sears is also the health and wellness 
coordinator, which entails focusing on the 
health of teachers, coaching them on healthy 
choices, as well as stress managements and 
other miscellaneous health factors, including 
giving up tobacco.

On top of all of this, Sears sponsors the 
Yarn club. She has been knitting since she 
was 19, when she took a class for it in col-
lege. 

Yarn club meets every Wednesday dur-
ing lunch in Sears’ class where they come up 
with new ideas for projects and work on cur-
rent ones.

She has knit so many things that she lost 
count years ago, but most of the things she 
knits she gives away to other people. 

Her husband, Steve, whom she met in 
college, is the assistant principle at Oakridge 
Elementary School and his mother was also a 
teacher and administrator for a school.

Erica lives on her husband’s 100-year- 
old family farm with her three children, twins 

Jackson and Ava and older sister Katelyn.
They also have two cats, two dogs, 

two cows, one of which is pregnant, and 19 
chickens on their family farm.

Sarah Hembree, one of Sears’ best 
friends and the assistant principle of cur-
riculum, says that Sears is a very warm in-
dividual.

“Her personality is as big as her hair,” 
Hembree said. “She’s such an outgoing and 
exciting person who wears her heart on her 

Long before Cesar Kothe became a pop-
ular math teacher, he was spinning records as 
a DJ in his native Argentina.

Kothe spent many nights playing disco 
before moving to the United States to study 
math.

“I would finish work at around 2 in the 
morning and be able to go grab something 
to eat with my friends straight after,” Kothe 
said. “It was a very fast-paced city life.”

Now, in the capital of Florida, Kothe 
says that, although small, it is a great place 
to live and raise kids.

The one thing Kothe loves about teach-
ing is that every day presents an opportunity 
to teach a new lesson and that every year he 
gets to teach a whole new group of young 
adults.

Kothe loves being around young people 
and believes that adapting his teaching style 
around a new group of students is anything 
but tedious. 

Being an exceptional calculus teacher 
later in his life is only hits the basics on who 
Kothe is.

“I remember one time he caught me tex-
ting and threw my backpack out the third sto-
ry window,” said Danny Elliott, a 2010 alum 
and former student of Kothe’s who took his 
class his senior year. “It wasn’t something I 
took seriously because Kothe’s an all around 
funny guy.”

Elliott says that Kothe’s compassion for 
his students and for his job are what make 
him a great teacher.

Kothe is the sponsor for Muh Alpha 
Theta, the bowling club, the programming 
club, and the international culture club. 

Kothe takes part in bowling every 

sleeve. 
“She works exceptionally hard and al-

ways takes time to make sure everything she 
does is perfect.”

Outside of her work life, Sears spends 
time reading comic books and other stories, 
like Harry Potter, with her children.

Sears’ work life can interfere with her 
children’s during the school year, but they 
understand that they get all summer with 
their parents.

Erica Sears takes a moment to admire a student’s history fair project.
Michael Manias

District takes a 
healthy leap

As of last year the Leon School District  
has decided to enforce a wellness push for 
teachers. 

“What we’re really trying to do is drive 
down the cost of health insurance,” Princi-
pal Billy Epting said. 

According to Epting, there was a survey 
given that helped decide which activities the 
teachers would like to partake in, and the 
teachers voted on yoga. 

In the beginning of the yoga class, there 
was a instructor that came in and taught the 
teachers, but due, in part, to her volunteer-
ing, she was not able to continually make it 
every day.

History teacher Erica Sears is now the 
yoga instructor, as well as the wellness 
coordinator for teachers. 

She is in charge of collecting surveys to 
see what the teachers are interested in doing.

“Last year we met regularly,” Sears 
said. “This year we have not been able to 
meet as often because everyone’s schedules 
are so busy.”

Last year, the yoga group met twice a 

Teacher uses 
ADHD to help 
her reach stu-

dents

Thursday at Greenshaw Lanes and can also 
be found playing racquetball in his free time.

Kothe moved from Argentina to Syra-
cuse, New York in 1978. 

He graduated from the University of 
Massachusetts before going to get his bach-
elors degree for math in 1986 and masters 
degrees in the same subject area in 1992.

His first job was as a substitute teacher 
for a public school.  

Kothe relocated to Tallahassee from 
New York because his wife had a job oppor-
tunity here and the weather was warm, like it 
is back in Argentina.

A 17-year-old Cesar Kothe DJs at a high 
school function in 1976. 

week in student government adviser Josh 
Stewart’s room as well as in one of the Latin 
classrooms.

“We had a good amount of teachers who 
were involved,” Sears said. 

Yoga is not the only activity the teachers 
in which the teachers held interest. 

Some of the teachers have started walk-
ing groups around campus. 

“I really liked the walking,” economics 
teacher Amanda Geiger said.

Many of the teachers also show a lot of 
interest in starting weight lifting, P90x and 
open-gym basketball.

“I would love to do weight lifting,” 
Geiger said. “It is hard to find time to make 
it to a gym and open up a gym membership 
on top of everything else I have going on.”

Sears believes that it is important for 
teachers, like students, to find time to relax.

“All of the teachers are extremely 
stressed out,” Sears said. “Yoga is just a 
one of the many simple and fun ways to 
relax and it really does help lower our stress 
levels.” 

Due in part to teachers having such busy 
schedules, finding the time to enjoy peace 
and quiet and not being stressed is extremely 
challenging. 

“These activities are just simple and 
very low-stress, low-impact ways to get in 
some exercise,” Geiger said.

Geiger also enjoys how these activi-
ties gives her a chance to interact with her 
coworkers.

“Having these groups at school is very 
convenient,” Geiger said. “Not only are they 
convenient, but they are a great ways for 
teachers to bond outside of lunch.”

Former DJ on the path of 
math

Traci Creel
Sports Writer

Teachers find 
enjoyable ways 
to reduce their 

stress levels 

Cesar Kothe
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Every generation has had a certain style 

of clothing. 
The 1970s broadcasted bell-bottom 

pants, sunglasses and huge boots. 
The 1980s were filled with bright 

colors and leggings, but also button-downs 
and loafers. 

The 1990s contained grunge, large flan-
nels and blue jeans. 

Leon has seen all of these, with the 
student body expressing fashion since the 
late 1800s. Year after year, the trends have 
changed, bringing along a completely new 
fashion concept with the season. 

If a current Leon student peers out a 
third floor window today, they are nearly 
guaranteed to find someone wearing a pop 
culture adaptation of popular styles that 
originated years ago. 

For example, the “hipster glasses” once 
were thick-rimmed glasses that most people 
in the 80s wouldn’t be caught dead in. 

However, the high-waisted shorts are 
nearly as popular now as they were decades 
ago. 

Marty Towey, an English teacher, 
graduated from Leon in 1984.

 As a teacher, she has witnessed how 
some styles she saw in her high school 
years are being reincorporated into teenage 
life now. 

“Fashion always repeats,” Towey said. 
“For example, in the 1920s, all of the dress-
es were often to your lower calves. Then, in 
the 1930s, they were short, before getting 
long again in the 40s. It’s just human nature 
to repeat things.” 

Unbeknownst to most teenagers to-
day, the 80s weren’t only neon leggings 
and crop tops. 

The bright colored shirts thrown 
over shoulders and other similar articles 
weren’t introduced until Towey was in 
college. They were inspired and made 
popular by MTV. 

When Towey attended Leon, the 
girls dressed very conservatively, often 
in button-down shirts, khakis and loaf-
ers. 

“Dress code wasn’t even a thing 
back then, no one needed it because we 
dressed so conservative,” Towey said.  

While she was at school, all of 
the girls feminized their conventional 
outfits with accessories, using things 
popular now such as monogramming.

Towey also mentioned that because 
of the slightly boyish apparel, she had 
gone on two dates during high school 
where she was wearing the same thing 
as her date. 

Former principal Rocky Hanna 
attended Leon at roughly the same time 
as Towey. 

He also mentioned how the girls 
and boys dressed in a similarly con-
servative style. Lots of pink and green 
clothing was worn by the students. 

“I wasn't really into the ‘preppy’ 
style,” Hanna said. “I mostly wore 
sweatpants and sports sweatshirts.”  

He also clearly remembers wearing 
Polo cologne while he attended high 
school. 

After Towey and Hanna left school, 
trends made a sharp turn in the 1990s, 
when an interest for punk rock and oth-
er “grunge-like” factors were sparked. 

Sophomore Emily Teal has taken a 
strong interest in this style of clothing 
this year. 

Her style changed abruptly during 
her sophomore year, due to her sudden 
change of music taste. 

“My style has changed mostly 
because my music taste has changed,” 

Teal said. “This year I have taken a huge 
interest in alternative and punk rock.” 

Her hair color is also rather sponta-
neous. 

“I was getting my hair cut when I 
saw a hairdresser with this silver hair,” 
Teal said. “I immediately asked my hair-
dresser to do that to mine.”

To incorporate her growing throw-
back style, Teal often chooses various 
items from 
stores such as 
Urban Outfitters, 
Forever 21, and 
H&M. 

She then 
combines them 
into an outfit. 

“I often go 
to Urban Outfit-
ters for inspira-
tion for outfits 
before looking 
for similar cloth-
ing at Forever 
21,” Teal said. 

But Teal 
is not the only 
student who has 
developed an 
interest in past 
styles.  

Numerous 
girls at Leon 
have been seen 
either wearing 
large flannel or 
punk rock T-
shirts. 

Currently, 
Towey has no-
ticed girls often 
wearing leggings 
with a large T-
shirt, a trend that 
she saw when 
she went to Leon 
years ago. 

She’s also 

seen the return of loafers, among other 
items from the past. 

“When we went to high school we 
all laughed at what people wore in the 
70s,” Towey said. 

“But then we created our own fash-
ion for high school that I’m sure some 
people laugh at now.” 

Teacher’s past styles come back to the future
The evolution of 
styles and trends 

that travel through 
generations 

Being located right in the middle of 
bustling downtown Tallahassee, Leon stu-
dents have numerous choices for lunch.

Many students will remain at school, 
eating lunch around the campus or in the 
cafeteria. 

But decades ago, just like nowadays, 
a majority of the students went off cam-
pus for lunch. 

Former Leon principal Rocky Hanna 
said that when he went to Leon in the 
1980s, freshmen and sophomores would 
sneak off campus along with the upper-
classmen. 

“We used to sneak off to a Cuban 
restaurant called ‘Garcias’,” Hanna said. 

While some dare dashing as far away 
as the mall,  restaurants closer to Leon are 
the most popular. 

Throughout Leon’s generations of 
upperclassmen, many restaurants or 
popular hangouts have come and gone. 

English teacher Marty Towey noted 
that when she went to the school in the 
early 1980s, a very popular place was 
Barnaby’s. 

Now, the pizza parlor is located on 
Appalachee Street, whilst a few decades 
ago, the franchise was on North Monroe.

“Barnaby’s was a place that you’d 
come to on a Friday night after a football 
game to find it packed,” Towey said. 

One restaurant that has remained 
extraordinarily popular for decades is the 
Whataburger restaurant on Thomasville 
Road. 

Even today on campus, the infamous 
orange, striped cups are seen all over 
Leon. 

Ricky Ardley, the Assistant Princi-
pal of Discipline, remembers when it 

became well known, taking the place of 
a McDonald’s as it paved its way with its 
breakfast menu. 

Rocky Hanna also recalls going to 
Whataburger when he was a student in 
the early 1980s. He also remembered 
going to the “Sing Store,” the ultimate 
meeting place during the years before cell 
phones. 

Kate Davis, a first-year history teach-
er who graduated from Leon in 2003, 
remembers Whataburger being popular 
when she was a student.

“Besides the food, something the 
Leon students loved about Whataburger 
was a waitress named Mrs. Beverly,” Da-
vis said. “She remembered the students’ 
names. She was a legacy in her own 
way.” 

Generations of students have enjoyed 
going off campus for lunch, but they have 
also used local restaurants and businesses 

as a destination for skipping class. 
Ricky Ardley went to Leon for his 

freshman year in 1974 before moving to 
Lincoln for the next three years.

While most students who skip duck 
into the gas station next to the Nettles 
Building, Ardley said that a place where 
students would skip to in his day was a 
pool house only a few buildings away. 

“The attraction of going to the pool 
house during school was that we thought 
we were getting away with something,” 
Ardley said. 

He also added that the well-visited gas 
station wasn’t built until the late 1980s. Its 
construction led to a rush of students skip-
ping school there.

 For years, various restaurants’ and 
stores’ popularity has risen and dimin-
ished, but the pure convenience of all of 
them is what grants them success.

Generations of  students flock downtown for lunch 

When Leon High School first used 
computers in 1993, the administration 
thought they would not last.

  “The administration said that the 
computers were ‘just a fad’,” Athena Gill 
said.

Business and computer teacher 

Athena Gill has been teaching at Leon 
since 1990. She was the first teacher at 
Leon to receive computers. She got them 
for her business and typing classes.

Before then, Leon had electric type-
writers. 

In 1999, the school was still using 
chalkboards and had not yet gotten Expo 
boards. Math teacher Kim Garcia has 
been teaching at Leon for 16 years and 

recalls when she 
first got a white 
board.

“I got an 
Expo board in 
2000,” Garcia 
said. “By 2004 
all of the math 
department had 
white boards.”

By the year 
2003, teachers 
did not yet use 
PowerPoints. At 
that time, teach-
ers were using 
the overhead 
projector. Teach-
ers would write 
information on a 
transparent piece 
of plastic with 
Vis-A-Vis mark-
ers and it would 
be projected on 
the classroom’s 
board or screen. 
The overhead pro-
jector was what 
every teacher 
wanted and 
needed for their 
classroom. 

By the mid-
2000s, teachers 
began using the 
computer and 
internet as teach-
ing tools. Physics 
teacher Mark 

Aley said that when 
teachers started using 

the computer and internet as a way to 

teach, it greatly facilitated both the teach-
ing and learning experience.

“Teachers can post notes on their 
website now,” Aley said. “They used to 
not be able to do that.”

A few years later all classrooms even-
tually got Promethean boards. Some of 
the classrooms recently received 70-inch 
Sharp HD televisions. Aley commented 
that he personally thought the television 
sets were a step backward.

“We’ve had TVs since the fifties,” 
Aley said.

The technology that teachers use 
to input students’ grades has also been 
upgraded over the years. According to 
Aley, teachers used to write grades into a 
physical paper grade book. Students and 
parents could not just check grades online 
whenever they wanted. They would have 
to wait until the end of the quarter to get 
a report card. Garcia also stated that she 
had a computer for her classroom in 1999. 
It was just used for typing things such as 
worksheets. 

Garcia said that before there were 
grading programs teachers made their own 
Excel spreadsheets for grades. Eventually 
the teachers were given a program called 
“Easy Grade Pro” which was used before 
Parent Portal and Pinpoint were used.

Uncovering the odyssey of technological evolution 
Days of the past: not gone, not forgotten

Sella Kinch 
Features Editor
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Former principal Rocky Hanna is 
decked in white at his senior prom at 
Leon. His date, Elizabeth
Clifford, is also brightly attired.  

The Lions’ styles change with the years  

 In Aley’s opinion, the online grad-
ing system has been a big help to students 
and parents, because it helps them catch 
mistakes.

“Kids can go on their phones and 
see a wrong grade and tell me within the 
class period.” Aley said. “It’s all instant 
access now, also students are much more 
accessible to teachers now with email and 
texting.”

Aley also commented how not all the 
technological advancements that have oc-
curred are favorable. He brought up how 
teachers can not control the temperatures 
of their rooms with thermostats anymore.

“Now some off-site controls it,” Aley 
said. “If it is too hot or too cold I have to 
call it in and it may take up to two days to 
get it [the temperature] changed.”

Another downside to today’s tech in 
Aley’s opinion is that teacher evaluations 
are not direct anymore. Before the infor-
mation age an administrator would sit in 
the class then discuss the evaluation, face 
to face, with the teacher afterward. Now, 
the administrator sits in and takes notes, 
then leaves and types up a report on their 
computer. 

Aley’s final comment was that the 
best way to deal with all the changes over 
the years is to “just roll with it.”

Physics teacher Mark Aley puts grades into the Pinpoint program from his class-
room computer.

Molly Smith (far left) has been a 
member of the Leon family since 
1983. She was on the cheerlead-
ing team during her senior year. 

Teacher Kate Davis attending 
the basketball homecoming with 
friends in her senior year, 2003.

Sophomore Emily Teal wears 
clothing inspired from her new 
taste in alternative music. 

Michael Manias

Michael Manias 
The left side of Leon is from 1973, while the right side is from 2015, showing contrast in cars, clothing and the growth of the palm trees. 
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The state of Alaska is 3,500 
miles away, yet two current Leon 
students used to live there.

Senior Brooke Chambers lived 
in Anchorage from age 12 to 16, 
as her mother worked there for the 
Center for Disease Control.

Sophomore Brandi Martin 
lived in Fort Wainwright, Alaska 
from age five to eight because her 
father served in the army there.

The two have never met.
But they both met moose while 

they were living in Alaska.
Chambers, who actually dined 

on moose meat, came face to face 
with a live moose on one occasion.

At the time, she was at the soc-
cer fields with her little brother.

She was texting on her phone 
and walking. 

Chambers looked up from her 
phone, and found herself facing a 
huge moose. A nearby park ranger 
told her not to move.

“The moose just kind of sniffed 
me and kept walking, so everything 
was fine,” Chambers said. “But it 
was still pretty crazy.”

Martin had frequent encoun-
ters with moose.

“I would wake up sometimes 
and there would be a big moose 
standing in my front yard,” she  

said. 
Martin described a time where 

her mom was walking home from 
taking her to school, and a moose 
came into her path. 

Martin’s mother had to call her 
husband because moose are prone 
to attack.

Martin enjoys living in Florida, 
but liked living in Alaska a little 
more. 

“I could walk around my 
neighborhood in Alaska with no 
worries of getting kidnapped or 
anything like that,” she said. 

The weather was not exactly 
like what some people might think.

“Alaska wasn’t always cold,” 
Martin said. 

“In the winter, it was always 
dark and the sun was never out.”

Perhaps beginning a path like 
her dad’s, Martin is involved in 
ROTC.

She also plays flag football 
and takes dances classes during the 
school day.

While Martin thought the 
weather was relative warm, Cham-
bers had another experience.

“The weather in Anchorage 
could drop to below 20 degrees 
during the worst of the winter,” 
said Chambers, who was born in 
Jacksonville but was raised mostly 
in Port St. Lucie. 

“But since it’s a dry cold with 
no humidity, it was actually bear-
able. The summers were nice be-
cause it would go from cold to 
around 60 degrees.”

Chambers moved around a lot 
when she younger, because of her 
mom’s job.

 She has lived in cities all over 
Florida.

The culture in Anchorage is 
not too different from here in Tal-
lahassee. 

The native population in An-
chorage was low because most of 
them lived in villages in the north.

One big cultural difference was 
the food. Chambers did eat moose 
tongue and meat while living there.

“The main difference between 
Florida and Alaska is, well, pretty 
much everything,” Chambers said.

The scenery, for sure, is the 
complete opposite.

“The mountains were so huge 
and beautiful,” Chambers said.

“Here in Tallahassee, there’s 
just a bunch of trees, but they’re 
still pretty.”

The people in Alaska were dif-
ferent as well.

“The people here, not to be 
rude, seem to be more feisty,” 
Chambers said. 

“In Alaska, every one is like 
one, big happy family.”

Students share Alaskan heritage
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Brooke Chambers poses with her family in Anchorage, Alaska.

Brooke Chambers plays in the snow in Alaska with her brother.

Brooke Chambers

Brooke Chambers

MARSHAL 
FROM PAGE 1
a well-furnished fourth floor 
accommodating families. 

The Fishers were at 
Shands for days at a time. 

“When we had to leave 
in January it was actually 
kind of sad,” Betsy said. 
“The both of us cried.”

The first post-treatment 
check-up was promising. 
The end of active treatment 
marks the beginning of 
things returning to normal. 

Marshal is working on 
using his green prosthetic 
leg, which has a T. Rex skel-
eton wrapped around it. It is 
not easy, and his confidence 
in himself is wavering.

“I want to walk,” he said. 
“I don’t believe in myself.

“It depends.”
Marshal has started to 

go to school for a few hours 
a day until he can return full-
time. Betsy has been able to 
return to work full-time.

“We are trying to get 
adjusted to being back home 
now which is a nice problem 
to have,” Betsy said.

Teachers have given 
Betsy sick days, gift cards, 
helped her build ramps and 
more. The first annual mini-
marathon, spearheaded by 
Elyse Thompson and Ma-
clay senior Annie Criser, was 
done in their honor. 

Thompson has Betsy for 

AP Psychology.
“She’s definitely an in-

credible person,” Thompson 
said.

 The outpouring of sup-
port from Leon and the com-
munity has helped the Fish-
ers along the way, but they 
have helped each other just 
as much. 

“She nags,” Marshal 
said.

“All moms nag,” Betsy 

said, making dinner in the 
other room.

“But she does it ‘cause 
she loves me,” he said. 
“She’s been nice.”

Marshal likes drawing 
and building things. He liked 
science until he felt that he 
had mastered his science 
classes, and they began to 
bore him. 

Depending on how much 
he has missed throughout the 

course of his illness, he may 
or may not advance to the 
next grade.

Marshal wants to take art 
classes at Leon and, some-
day, be Leo the Lion.

Until then, Marshal 
hopes to go to the Museum 
of the Moving Image in New 
York City this summer with 
the Make A Wish Founda-
tion. From there, he wants to 
create a Muppet for their new 

exhibition on Jim Henson 
and The Muppets. Although 
he isn’t sure of his design, 
he wants it to be “wacky”—
maybe a French Musketeer, 
because to him, the English 
ones are boring.

Looking to the future, 
Betsy is hopeful.

“There’s every reason to 
expect he’s doing well,” she 
said.

HOMELESS 
FROM PAGE 1
facility that homeless youth 
specifically are able to ac-
cess. 

This service provides a 
safe shelter for children with 
nowhere to go until they turn 
19.

Earlier this year, sopho-
more Caroline Kirk conduct-
ed a Homelessness Aware-
ness campaign.

Throughout her re-
search, Kirk visited different 
homeless shelters to get a 
first-hand look at what these 
people go through every day.

“It’s eye opening when 
you realize that homeless 
people are men, women and 
children just like us,” Kirk 
said. “They just had a bad 
break, lost a job, or went 
through a tragedy.

“It is unfortunate that 
they have to go through a bad 
situation like homelessness.”

In Leon County, Godby 
has the most students that are 
currently homeless.

When told about the 
amount of students walk-
ing around these halls every 
ay, freshman class president 
Shane Shively was shocked.

“I am extremely sur-
prised at those stats,” Shive-
ly said. “I would never have 
thought that many of my fel-
low students do not have a 
home.”

Left: Senior Anton Glass and hopeful-incoming fresh-
man Marshal Fisher pose with their prosthetic legs. 
Glass was also recently revealed as being this year’s 
Leo the Lion, whom Fisher hopes to be someday.
Above: Marshal Fisher sits behind the car he rode in 
during this year’s Poker Run.



Track aims for state titleSuccess is 
achieved 
through 

teamwork
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In most sports, teammates work together 
to achieve success. Even in individual sports 
like golf or tennis, there is still a team of peo-
ple behind you.

 Everyone on the team shares a common 
goal, and in order to reach that goal you need 
to work as a team.

 A wise man once told me that “A team is 
as strong as its weakest link.” When one man 
is down, the whole team is down.

 That is why the letter “I” is not in team. 
It is an all for one, one for all concept. There 
is no “me” there is only “the team.”

 In sports, you always play for the name 
on the front, not the back. For example, in 
the Olympics you don’t win a gold medal for 
you, you win it for the country that you are 
representing. 

I have played sports all my life and it 
seems that I have always encountered one or 
two selfish athletes per team.

Instead of wanting the best for the team, 
they put themselves first.

Sometimes you have to be willing to do 
anything to reach the top, but disrespecting 
your team is not the way to do it.

There is a guy that I used to play baseball 
with. Let’s call him Mark. 

Mark was very talented. He could hit. He 
could field. He could steal bases. He could 
do it all.

Although, when Mark was unsuccessful, 
he would throw a temper-tantrum. He would 
blame everyone but himself. 

He would push teammates. He would 
yell at the coaches. He would throw his hat 
down: the cardinal sin of baseball.

Well, consequently, Mark was benched 
by the coaches and he did not play for two 
games. 

Our team did not win either of the games 
without him, and maybe if he would have 
played there would have been a different out-
come.

 Due to Mark’s selfishness, not only did 
he cost us those games, but he made us look 
like the Bad News Bears with his frequent 
tantrums. 

He not only hurt himself with his bad at-
titude, but he made the team look terrible. 

If you’re like me, you play sports be-
cause you enjoy the time that you spend with 
your team. 

The team that you represent should be 
like your second family. 

You don’t throw them under the bus. You 
don’t cause a riot because someone is starting 
in your spot. You support one another.

To have success, you have to make sac-
rifices. You have to put the team before you 
and not let your huge ego get in the way. 

Without your team, you are nothing and 
without them you achieve nothing. 

Together everyone achieves  more, that 
is how you spell T.E.A.M.

 When you put yourself before your 
team, it doesn’t always work out as planned. 
In some cases you need to be selfish in order 
to be successful. That success comes through 
hard work, preparation and dedication to 
your goals.

 If you reach the top, you should never 
forget the people who helped get you there.  
Those people, they are your teammates.

Both the boys and girls 
track and field team’s are 
loaded with talent across the 
board but they still have some 
improving to do as the season 
progresses.

“We are still establishing 
goals as a team,” head coach 
Jeremy Lynch said. “It’s aw-
ful early in the season to make 
predictions.

“We will wait until af-
ter the first meet to see where 
everyone is and go on from 
there.”

The 400-meter race is the 
biggest weapon for both the 
boys and girls track teams this 
season. 

“Our team is built around 
the 400,” Lynch said. “We 
have everything going for us 
in that event.”

Sophomore Leander 
Forbes, junior David London 
and senior D’eldrick Campbell 
lead the way for the boys in the 
400.

With the help of London, the Lions look 
to sweep the district, regional and state com-
petitions. 

London is two seconds shy of breaking 
the school record of a 46.56 400-meter time. 

“I want the triple crown,” London said. 
“I want the team to win district, regional and 
state.” 

In addition to breaking a school record 
in the 400, London is aiming to surpass the 

school record of a 1:54 in the 800. 
“This is my first year running the 800,” 

London said, “but I plan setting a few records 
this year.”

 London is athletic and fast but that is not 
the only thing that sets him apart from the 
group.

 “I just want to contribute,” London said. 
“I want to win the 4A 400-meter race, but I 
really just want to help my team to a state 

Senior instills drive in team
Hannah Rodriguez

Sports Writer

Senior Ma’at Sargeant is a fierce, hard-
hitting competitor with leadership qualities 
which she hopes will help inspire her team-
mates this season.

One word that teammates consistently 
use to describe Sargeant is competitive. 

“She’s the most fiery player we have,” 
said Ronnie Nicholson, who is a senior on 
the boys team. “She gives it 110 percent ev-
ery time.”

Sargeant says she has a tendency to 
scream a lot and has a bit of a temper. While 
it might have hindered her in the past, she be-
lieves her intensity is now focused in a posi-
tive direction.

“She has a very intimidating presence 
on the court,” Nicholson said. “When she’s 
pumped about a game, everyone knows it.” 

Sargeant would like to be more consis-
tent, but she has a knack for rushing the net 
and taking control of points.

Proper mentality is everything to her. 
She never gives up no matter how down she 
is.

“She plays her best tennis when she’s on 
the edge,” coach Kevin Record said. “She’s 
got this fire in her and she needs to play with 
that fire, channeling it in the right direction.”

Sargeant, who is a co-captain along with  
doubles partner Kelsie Grady, wants to take 
on more responsibility and help her new 
teammates.

“I just hope they see how much I care 
and how much I put into it and hopefully that 

will just diffuse throughout the whole team,” 
Sargeant said. 

Doubles is Sargeant’s favorite part of the 
program.

“It’s nice having someone out there with 
you,” Sargeant said. “It’s fast paced and the 
energy of being on a team is exciting.”

She likes being paired with Grady and 
feels they compliment each other quite well. 

Record agrees, but says they still have a 
long way to go and have to keep on getting 
better.

“They bring a lot of experience to 
that number one spot,” Record said. 
“They know how to play ‘Leon dou-
bles,’ and they just have to keep putting 
that to work.”

Sargeant refers to her team as the 
“underdogs.” She does not mind that ti-
tle though becuase it makes her and her 
teammates that much more determined 
to succeed.

“We know we’re going to have 
a much harder road than they are,” 
Sargeant said. “but that just gives us 
more determination to win.”

Sargeant says she sees a lot of po-
tential in the new players on the team. 

She can see their excitement and 
can tell they all really want to be there. 

“They are all consistent, but match 
play is much harder and different than 
practice,” Sargeant said. “They will 
have to learn how to deal with that  pres-
sure.” 

Sargeant began her varsity career as 
a freshman, where she played both ju-

nior varsity and varsity. 
“I knew we were going to need her, and 

she needed to gain that experience early,” Re-
cord said.

During her sophomore year, she and 
doubles partner Sydney Chick won the City 
Championship and then won the state title 
later in the season. 

“She’s a really strong player and leads 
the team with the same power she has on the 
court,” teammate Mary Lynne Steinmeyer 
said.

Junior Adam Wallenfelsz hands the baton to junior David 
London during a track meet on Feb. 28. 

Ma’at Sargeant

Senior Ma’at Sargeant waits to receive a serve.

championship,”
Led by senior Travis Amey and junior 

Damien Crumitie, the boys 4x1 relay also 
has a chance to make some noise on the track 
this year.

“We not only have the best 4x1 relay in 
the city,” Amey said, “but I think we have the 
best 4x1 relay team in the state.”

 While Leon has talent in sprinting 
events, Sukhi Khosla is an anchor for the Li-
ons in the one mile. Khosla is a state champi-
on in cross country and boasts an impressive 
one-mile time of 4:05.

 He is one of the fastest runners in the 
country in that event. The Gatorade Player 
of the Year will look for much success as the 
season begins to unfold.

With Leon’s cross-country team placing 
second at the FHSAA State Finals, they have 
some of those runners participating in track 
as well.

 Distance running will be the least of the 
Lions’ worries this season.

Talise Jager-Sumner, Loraina Thorpe 
and Jasmine Blair lead the way for the girls 
in the 400 meter. 

“I just expect our best from eveyone 
this season,” Yager-Sumner said. “I want to 
get through districts and take it one day at a 
time.” 

Yager-Sumner also runs the 800 meter 
and hurdles.

“I just want to get faster each and every 
day,” Yager-Sumner said.

Yager-Sumner also has her eyes set on 
running more sprint events this year and 
looks to lead the Lions past the District track 
meet.

“We have a whole lot of talent,” Lynch 
said.

“We will just have to wait and see but we 
have a great group of guys and girls.”

Will Rasmussen



THE ELUSIVE FOUR-MINUTE MILE
Leon’s record-breaking runner could be only the sixth high school athlete to 

ever break the four-minute barrier in the 1600-meter race
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Bannister 
first to run 

mile in under 
four minutes

KHOSLA CHASES 
SUB-FOUR-MINUTE MILE
Senior Sukhi Khosla has the chance of 

becoming the nation’s sixth ever high-school 
runner to break the four-minute mile.

It was when Khosla dropped 19 seconds 
off his mile time throughout junior year that 
he truly realized his potential.

With a time of 4:05, Khosla currently 
is one of the top milers in the United States. 
However, the top milers are only separated 
by a matter of seconds.

“Yeah, I’m only five seconds away [from 
breaking four minutes],” Khosla said, “but 
it’s a long five seconds. Two seconds is like 
a year.

“The lower and lower you go, the more 
gratifying one second becomes.”

With track season just starting, Khosla 
has many opportunities to pierce the mental 
and physical barrier of a four-minute time for 
the 1600-meter race. 

The mile race is actually nine meters 
shorter than the length of a full mile, due to 
the conversion from the metric system. This 
requires 1.5 seconds to be added to one’s 
time to make up for those nine meters.

“It’s definitely a huge mental barrier,” 
Khosla said, “but physically it is just really 
hard to do. You need so much aerobic capac-
ity and leg power.

“Most people don’t understand that to 
break this, you have to be sprinting the whole 
time.”

Roger Bannister was the first person to 
ever run a mile in under four minutes. 

Beforehand, scientists claimed that this 
feat would be impossible, saying that anyone 
who ever ran that fast would die. 

Then, Jim Ryun became the first high 
schooler to run a mile in under four minutes.

“Sukhi’s been running twice a day for 
four years,” fellow runner Hunter Scott said. 
“All of those runs were in preparation for 
these chances to break four minutes. He’s the 
most driven person I’ve ever met.”

In order to gain more insight on this chal-
lenge, Khosla has read many books recently, 
like “Sub-4” and “The Perfect Mile.” “Sub-
4” is written by Alan Webb, an American re-
cord holder. 

Webb reached a mile time of 3:53.43 in 
2001, shattering Ryun’s high school record of 
3:55.3.

The day after Khosla read “The Perfect 
Mile,” also the day of regional competition, 
he broke his personal record of 4:13 by seven 
seconds, marking a 4:06.45 mile.

But it wasn’t that easy.
Khosla started the 2014 track season 

with a mile time of 4:24. 
Throughout the season, Khosla had at-

tempted to break 4:10 by himself in practice. 
He never broke that mark in practice - for 

it was when Khosla reached regional comple-
tion that he reached his goal.

At regionals, Khosla’s 4:06.45 mile was 
the fastest time in the nation. Later that day, 
however, it was Garrett Corcoran who beat 
Khosla’s new time at the Orange County 
Championships with a 4:06.00 run.

In state competition, Khosla ran a 4:05.96 
with Niceville runner Nick Morken right be-
hind him at 4:07.95 to become the 3A State 
Finals champion in the 1600-meter race. 

Morken was 2013’s 3A State Finals 
champion in the 1600-meter race.

“You have to break him down so he can’t 
close it out in the end,” Khosla said.

Khosla took a short rest and then turned 
to the 3200-meter race and ran a 9:05.75 for a 
second Florida 3A state outdoor title.

“I’ve really always been a long-distance 
guy,” Khosla said.

Last year, Khosla participated in “The 
Dream Mile,” an event in the Adidas Grand 
Prix. 

He was flown up to New York to race 
against the top milers in the nation. The fast-
est 16 boys and 16 girls are invited to this 
event. 

Only one person in nearly 10 years has 
broken the four-minute mark at this event.

In 2011, Lukas Verzbicas became the 
fifth U.S. high school boy in history to break 
four minutes for the mile when he won the 
Boys’ Dream Mile in 3:59.71.

With this experience, Khosla has built a 
plan for running the event.

“The first lap is just adrenaline,” Khosla 
said. “The second [lap] is pacing and every 
miler knows that the third lap is the most cru-
cial.

“The fourth lap is also adrenaline-based, 
but to run the same time for each lap, you 
have continuously push harder.”

Khosla’s drive to reach this goal is vis-
ibly seen by his teammates.

“When we are on the track,” runner 
Adam Wallenfelsz said, “we can really see 
all the hard work and effort he is putting in.

“It helps motivate me to better myself so 
I can be up there with him.” 

Khosla wants nothing more than to make 
his goal of breaking the four-minute barrier 
for the mile a reality.

“It’s so coveted and everyone knows 
about it,” Khosla said.

“If I make it, that would be the best of 
my life.”

John Ike Smith-Schoenwalder
Co-Editor in chief

John Ike Smith-Schoenwalder
Co-Editor in chief
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Senior Sukhi Khosla runs the 1600-meter race at the 15th Annual Chiles Track & Field Cham-
pionships on Feb. 28.

At 25 years old, Roger Bannister became 
the first person to run a mile in  less than four 
minutes. He achieved this feat on May 6, 
1954 in Oxford. 

In front of 3,000 spectators, Bannister 
ran against his old university, Oxford, and 
was assisted by two pace-setters, Chris Bash-
er and Chris Chataway. 

Prior to the event, gusts were up to 25 
miles per hour. Before the race, Bannister 
said he favored not running in order to con-
serve his energy for another shot at breaking 
the four-minute barrier. 

Wearing #44, Brasher led both the first 
lap in 58 seconds and the half-mile in 1:58. 
Chataway, #42, then moved to the front after 
the second lap and maintained the pace with 
a 3:01 split at the bell. Chataway continued 
to lead around the front turn until Bannister, 
wearing #41, began his finishing kick with 
about 275 yards to go, running the last lap in 
just under 59 seconds. 

Then, announcer Norris McWhirter 
proclaimed: “Ladies and gentlemen, here is 
the result of event nine, the one mile: first, 
number forty one, R. G. Bannister, Amateur 
Athletic Association and formerly of Exeter 
and Merton Colleges, Oxford, with a time 
which is a new meeting and track record, and 
which—subject to ratification—will be a new 
English Native, British National, All-Com-
ers, European, British Empire and World Re-
cord. The time was three...” 

The immense crowd’s cheers and cele-
brations overpowered the announcer’s voice. 
Bannister had run a mile in 3:59.4.

Public Domain



gave up because she knew we need-
ed her.” 

Roberts and Williams also play 
on the same travel team together. 

Williams made the varsity team 
as a freshman.

“Playing varsity as a freshman 
gave me the confidence I still have 
today,” Williams said.

Teammate Abby Hanson, who 
plays on the same travel team with 
Williams as well, admires her 
strong work ethic.

“She goes hard every second 
we are out on that field,” Hanson 
said. “She always has a smile on 
her face and has even worked ex-
tremely hard to learn an entirely 
new position for this season.”

According to teammate Mi-
chaela Keel, Williams is the prime 
example of an amazing teammate.

“Maddie leaves her heart out 
on the field and just has great en-
ergy that radiates around her,” Keel 
said. 

As a freshman, Williams 
played in left field and as a sopho-
more she moved to center field. 

This year Williams has been 
playing shortstop along with being 
a center fielder due to the fact that 
the shortstop from last year gradu-
ated.

“Maddie has done amazing in 
the new position,” Hanson said. 
“She has one of the best attitudes 
on the team.” 

Williams believes that her most 
prominent strengths are that she 
plays exceptionally well all around, 
especially when it comes to batting 
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Softball player shows hard work 

Traci Creel
Sports Writer

Maddie Williams at bat on Feb. 5, 2015 at Leon against Florida High. The Lady Lions lost 6-0. 
For junior softball player Mad-

die Williams, it was love at first bat.
Her passion for the game, in 

fact, began at age five.
“When I was younger my 

neighbor was playing,” Williams 
said. “I figured that if she could 
play, then there was no reason why 
I couldn’t.” 

 Williams, 17, still plays today 
because she loves her teammates. 
They are her best friends.

She also loves how competi-
tive the game is.

“Maddie is the kind of player 
that plays for her teammates,” 
teammate Sophie Roberts said. 

“For example, all last week she 
played with her hand being swollen 
and black and blue, but she never 

and fielding as well as being able to 
play at most positions. 

“When it comes to my weak-
nesses, I am just too hard on myself 
after games,” Williams said. 

Best friend and teammate Jen-
sen Strickland believes that Wil-
liams’ positive attitude allows her 
to work well with everyone on the 
team.

“Maddie can take the worst 
situation and make the best of it no 
matter what it is,” Strickland said. 
“That’s one of the many reasons we 
work so well together.” 

In 2013, the team received a 

new coach: Katie Mueller.
“Coach Mueller makes every-

one on the team work harder,” Wil-
liams said. “She takes everything 
more seriously and makes things 
go at a faster pace during practice, 
which helps the entire team in the 
long run.” 

Williams believes that tryouts 
were a lot harder this year, but feels 
as if she is more in shape and can 
now run a 7:32 mile.

“I was pretty out of shape last 
year,” Williams said. 

“The way coach Mueller 
pushes us really helped re-amp this 

year’s team.” 
As a junior, Williams has al-

ready been looking at colleges. She 
would like to continue playing soft-
ball in college and if given the op-
portunity she would like to play for 
Florida Southern University. 

This year, Williams and Strick-
land believe that Chiles is the 
toughest competition. 

“Maddie and I have both 
played with some of the girls on the 
Chiles team,” Strickland said. 

“They have a really good pitch-
er, they are strong at bat and their 
defense is always focused.”

Maddie Williams

Girls soccer wins district championship
Logan McLanahan

Sports Writer

The Lady Lions soccer team 
advanced to the regional semifinals 
for the first time in four years de-
spite having only five seniors on the 
team.

The Lady Lions ultimately lost 
to Navarre, 2-1.

The girls prepared mentally for 
each game just as much as they pre-
pared physically.

“We had to remind ourselves 
that it was just a game,” freshman 
Presley Reeves said. “That no mat-
ter what the outcome of the game 
was that we were still a team and 
still a family who all loved the 
same thing.”

The way the girls interact with 
one another, on and off of the field, 
gives them the motivation they 
need to work harder, 

“Soccer is just a passion that 
each of us shares,” Presley said. 
“That as a whole is what  makes us 
a better team.”

Many girls said that this year 
they had some of the best leaders 
and captains they have ever had. 

As a team, they decided that 
they just needed to take every game 
one at a time. 

“Every single game was our 

focus,” freshman Madison Reeves 
said. “We never looked farther than 
that one game.

“The other games didn’t mat-
ter because at that point in time we 
were only involved in one game 
and if our heads weren’t fully in-
volved in the game then we had no 
chance of winning.”

Some of the key players in the 
regional game were seniors Maddy 
Keenan and Bibi Nunez. 

A few of their strengths on the 

field included overlapping runs, 
especially on the outside defend-
ers and working the ball down the 
middle of the field.

“We had a problem with stay-
ing on sides,” Presley said. “It’s not 
that we didn’t try to stay on sides, 
but in the moment it’s just you and 
the ball so you kind of just forget 
the rules and end up focusing on 
running the ball as far as you can.”

The girls were overjoyed to 
have made it to the regional finals. 

 “I just didn’t understand how 
big of a deal it was, but it hit me 
when I realized how long it had 
been since the Lady Lions had 
made it to the regional game.”

The girls enjoyed their season 
mainly because of the amount of 
fans their winning streak brought. 

Having more fans in the stands 
made the girls more comfortable, 
confident and ready to take on any 
opponent. 

Scoring was not something the 
team focused on in practice. 

“Scoring was just an added bo-
nus for us,” Madison said.

The team generally liked to fo-
cus on the basics and practiced how 
to master them. 

Many of the girls are excited 
for next year’s season already. 

The girls say they will be even 
more confident next year because 
of the amount of returning talent.  

“I’ve played with some girls at 
RAA who I know plan on trying out 
next year,” Madison said. “They 
are all very talented and could give 
some of us returners a run for our 
money.”

Madison believes that the girls 
who may tryout for next year hold 
qualities that could potentially help 
the Lady Lions make it past the re-
gional game next season.

None of the girls on the team 
had ever experienced a regional fi-
nals game in their high school ca-
reer.

What made the advancement 
even more joyful was getting to 
experience their first regional finals 
with the entire team. 

“Everyone would stop and ask 
me how it felt to have made it to the 
regional game,” Presley said.

“I wasn’t really sure how to 
answer.

The Lady Lions varsity soccer team poses with their district championship trophy.

Presley Reeves

Junior’s 
positive 
attitude 
excites 

the team



SPRING  
SCOREBOARD
Boys Tennis
Date  Event  
02/11/15 Chiles, W 6-1
02/12/15 Maclay, W 7-0
02/18/15 Lincoln, W 7-0
02/20/15 Bolles, W 7-0
02/21/15 Ponte Vedra, W 7-0
02/27/15 Fort Walton Beach, W 7-0
02/28/15 Mosley, W 7-0
03/04/15 Lincoln
03/24/15 Rickards
03/25/15 Chiles

Girls Tennis
Date  Event  
02/11/15 Chiles, L 5-2
02/12/15 Maclay, L 4-3
02/18/15 Lincoln, W 4-3
02/20/15 Bolles, W 4-3
02/21/15 Ponte Vedra, W 6-1
02/27/15 Fort Walton Beach, L 5-2
02/28/15 Mosley, W 7-0
03/04/15 Lincoln
03/24/15 Rickards
03/25/15 Chiles

Boys Lacrosse
Date  Event  
02/13/15 Pensacola, L 7-6
02/14/15 B. Snyder, W 13-6
02/19/15 Maclay, L 15-0
02/20/15 Gulf Breeze, L 8-2
02/27/15 Mandarin
03/03/15 Lincoln
03/05/15 Eastside
03/10/15 Maclay

Boys Baseball
Date  Event  
02/10/15 Suwanee, L 9-1
02/12/15 Godby, W 11-3
02/13/15 Taylor County, W 6-1
02/17/15 Adairsville, W 1-0
02/19/15 Monroe, W 11-1
02/27/15 NFC, L 8-0
02/28/15 Cairo, W 6-4
03/03/15 Lincoln 

Girls Softball
Date  Event  
02/03/15 Maclay, W 11-0
02/06/15 FL State, L 3-2
02/09/15 NFC, W 10-2
02/10/15 Aucilla, W 16-1
02/12/15 Wakulla, W 8-7
02/13/15 Madison, L 6-1
02/19/15 Godby, W 2-0
02/25/15 Chiles
02/27/15 Ft. Walton
02/28/15 Arnold

Buy an ad in 
the paper.

Looking for a way to 
advertise? 

Come to IA4 or contact 
our Editors in chief
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walk a few blocks and use the city bus sys-
tem.

“Kids can also go to the public library or 
sit in a park and do homework.

“There are so many options,” Halpin 
said.

Since Leon is not fenced in, for a variety 
of reasons, it is not possible to lock students 
out after they are supposed to go home.

Sometimes there are altercations be-
tween students. 

However, the primary threat to safety is 
risk of students horse playing and severely 

hurting themselves.
According to Stege, there was an in-

stance after school three years ago in which a 
student broke his collarbone trying to ride his 
bike down Leon’s front steps.

Because of the school’s budget and 
therefore lack of security during after-hours, 
no one in authority was there to help him 
right away. 

“Although is seems like there is a big 
push to clear the kids out, and it is unfair, it 
is really just about the safety,” Halpin said. 

MOVIE
FROM PAGE 1

and has also recorded a dozen interviews 
with alumni and teachers. Wilhite has yet to 
find a narrator for the script.

“The video will show not only the histo-
ry and traditions that make up so much a part 
of who we are as Leon Lions,” Teague said, 
“but it also will present a glimpse of current 
student life at the school. 

“It’s fun to look at the (video) from the 
1990’s and see the hairstyles, types of clothes 
and see what was popular and what the fads 
were.”

This project has served as a very special 
part of Wilhite’s preparation to depart from 
her beloved Leon  after senior year. 

“I thought I loved Leon until I started 

this project,” Wilhite said. “Now I know that 
not only do I love Leon, but it is part of me 
and that will never change.” 

Teague says Willhite has put an enor-
mous amount of effort into the project.

“Kennedy is so organized,” Teague said, 
“and has done a huge job of contacting peo-
ple, writing grant applications and creating 
ways to fund the project. 

“She is easy to work with and always has 
a beautiful smile, no matter how stressed she 
may be.”

 According to Assistant Principal Sarah 
Hembree, the video will show, among other 
things, how important it is to invest in Leon 
High School, and that should  help with the 

school’s current push to create a million dol-
lar endowment.

The video should be finished by May, 
when Willhite plans on having a viewing 
party.

She hopes that the video will be shown 
at every freshmen orientation to familiarize 
the incoming students with their new school. 
Additionally, she has high expectations that 
one day SGA students will remake her video, 
just as she is remaking Cliett’s.

“I just feel like I have bonded with so 
many people just by loving Leon,” Wil-
hite said, “which has really brought me to 
the conclusion that Leon is just the greatest 
school in the whole state.”


