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New economics learning 
program sees growth

In order to help prepare students 
more extensively, Leon has installed a 
program called UrbanPlan into the AP 
Economics’ class curriculum.

The class, commonly taken by se-
niors, is one semester and is usually tak-
en along with AP Government. 

They are taught by Amanda Geiger, 
who became interested in UrbanPlan last 
year. 

UrbanPlan is a way of teaching that 
spiraled from organization Urban Land 
Institute. 

The Urban Land Institute is a non-
profit organization that is supported by 
over 2,400 members and is set on teach-
ing students how to create sustainable 
communities once they graduate. 

UrbanPlan, a sect of Urban Land 
Institute, is meant to inform both high 
school and college students about the 
forces that help develop the United States 
government, along with promoting the 
institute. 

After being created in 2003, the 
Urban Land Institute has reached over 

Dance Marathon fast approaching 
Hannah Wong

News Editor

Leon’s second annual Dance Mara-
thon will take place on Jan. 30 in the 
gym from 4 p.m. to 10 p.m. 

Registration takes place in the lobby 
during lunch every other Wednesday. 

For six hours, students will dance, 
enjoy free food and hear stories from the 
Children’s Miracle Network families of 
Tallahassee. 

These families have kids who are 
dealing with chronic illnesses such as 
cancer. 

Those attending the Dance Marathon 
have to remain standing for the full six-
hour period. 

This is symbolic of the battle with 
chronic diseases and the fact that pa-
tients can never sit down and rest from 
the fight. 

Traditional dance marathons, such 
as the one at Florida State University, 
last 48 hours with two 24-hour shifts of 
dancers.

 However, Elyse Thompson, Execu-
tive Director of the event at Leon, said 
that the six-hour “mini-marathon” op-
tion was less of a safety hazard for high 
school students.

“Six hours is still a big commitment 

for dancers,” Thompson said. 
The registration fee is $5, paid in 

cash, to set up a Donor Drive. The Donor 
Drive is an online method of fundraising. 

Individuals must raise a minimum 
of $15 in their online fund to attend the 
Dance Marathon.

Dancers have the opportunity to earn 
rewards based on how much money they 
raise. 

There are six Dancer Levels, with 
the top level raising $100 and receiving 
an event shirt, a 10-minute break during 
the marathon, a picture with a miracle 
family and a special shirt.

Last time, individual fundraising 
ahead of time was not required, with 87 
percent of the money being raised on the 
day of the Dance Marathon. 

But Thompson feels that this year’s 

individual goals are a change for the bet-
ter. 

“The cause becomes more personal 
when you have to raise money individu-
ally,” Thompson said. 

Thompson was Co-Director of Dance 
Marathon last year with Maclay student 
Annie Criser. 

The February 2015 event was the 
first time that a Mini Dance Marathon 
had ever been held in Tallahassee. 

It was a joint effort between Maclay 
and Leon.

This year, five high schools will be 
holding a Dance Marathon: Leon, Ma-
clay, Lincoln, Chiles and John Paul II. 

“We were a kind of catalyst for the 
rest of the schools,” Thompson said. 

Publicity and Promotion Co-Chair 
Brittany Warren anticipates a competi-
tive spirit among all the high schools in 
Tallahassee.

“I’m excited to see how much partic-
ipation we have within each school and 
I hope that it becomes a sort of competi-
tion,” Warren said.

“That way more people participate, 
more people learn about the cause…..and 
ultimately we raise as much as possible 
for the Children’s Miracle Network.”

27,000 students along with 10 universi-
ties and 36 high schools. 

They have three schools from Lon-
don interacting in UrbanPlan as well. 

Urban Plan is supported by the 
George Lucas Educational Foundation, 
a foundation that only supports 20 other 
foundations`.

Urban Plan is part of the George 
Lucas Educational Foundation’s “What 
Works in Education” series 

The series was created in order to 
help create more innovative ideas for 
curriculums in grades varying from kin-
dergarten to twelfth grade. 

The processes that teachers go 
through in order to properly teach Urban-
Plan are extensive. Geiger went to a con-
vention over the summer amongst other 
teachers in order to prepare for this year. 

The students interact with each other 
in two teams: City Counselors and Pre-
senters. 

The Presenters are those that present 
an idea regarding the community that the 
City Council decides on whether or not 
the idea is worthy. 

The facilitators are volunteers from 
Urban Plan that help the students. 

Please see DANCE, page 4

Leon and Maclay raised a total of $14,073.10 for Children’s Miracle Network in last 
February’s Dance Marathon.

EmmaLea Reed

A Letter to Jordan Danzey 
Editor’s note: Jordan Danzey, a 

junior, recently passed away. Students 
in Jennifer Roady-Lawson’s English 
class wrote letters in his honor. What 
follows is a letter from a good friend, 
Bary Burney. More letters can be found 
on page 4.

Jordan, you probably aren’t ever 
going to see this letter but I want you to 
know that I loved you. 

I remember we went up to Atlanta 
with our AAU team and we had our own 
room. 

We had the music super loud and 
was talking to every girl that came out 
of their room. 

The last time I saw you was the 
Tuesday right before Thanksgiving. 

We were clowning around with 
some boys in the hallways because they 
had on “Fila’s.”

 Every single day at school you 
would call me by my last name, “Bur-
ney, Burney,” and I would laugh and 
say, “Boy, you crazy.” 

I remember when you and Twin 
were kissing and y’all were laughing at 
me because I was lonely.

 I remember when we played one-
on-one in basketball and you tried to 
dunk on me. 

Jordan, I can’t believe you are gone, 
you were like my best friend; we did 
everything together.

When I heard that you had passed 
away I was in basketball practice.

 I asked my coach if I could go to 
the restroom and I sat in the stall just 
thinking why did [God] have to take you 
so early? 

The pain I felt inside was just unbe-
lievable, I couldn’t believe it. 

I  don’t think anyone felt the same 
way I felt about you, Jordan. 

You were one of my closest friends 
and I had your back all the time no mat-
ter what was going on. 

I hate going to funerals because I 
don’t like to see people in caskets. 

On my daddy’s side of the family I 
had two cousins, they were 14 and 17. 

My 14-year-old cousin was shot 
while playing Russian Roulette with 
some boys.

The year right after that my brother 
got shot in the back of the head by his 
friend. 

It’s going to be hard for me to see 
you in that casket but I’m going to come 
to show all the love I have for you. 

It took me a lot of heart to write this 
letter because just thinking about you 
makes me want to cry. 
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The Christmas tree in the front lobby 
does not infringe on anyone’s freedom 
of religion. 

It is not meant to symbolize Chris-
tianity or the birth of Jesus; it is a re-
membrance tree. Students can write 
on paper ornaments in honor or in 
memory of someone and hang it on 
the tree.

“The tree isn’t associated with 
any religion,” senior Sarah Brad-
ford said.  

“That’s why we made it a re-
membrance tree. “

Bradford is the head of the 
Spirit Committee of the Student 
Government Association. Ev-
ery year the spirit committee 
does holiday decorations. 

Principal Billy Epting ap-
proved the tree, and in years 
past there has been a re-
membrance tree. 

This time of year can 
be hard for those who have 
lost loved ones. The tree 
in the lobby is a way for 
students to honor some-
one that is no longer 
with them. 

Walking into Leon 
and seeing the tree 
can help someone 
get through their day, 
knowing that they 
have done something 
in honor of their loved 
ones.

When I saw the 
tree and read the or-
naments, I was sad-
dened by the amount 
of students who 
had lost friends and 
family. 

If there is an is-
sue with the Christ-
mas tree, why isn’t 
there a problem 
with the Christmas 
lights? They are 
associated with 
Christmas. 

There is no 
commandment in 
the bible that tells 
Christians to cut a 

DEAR EDITOR, 
Something I don’t like about 

school is the time it starts. Waking 
up at 6 a.m. every day (sometimes 
earlier if I shower in the morning) 
is extremely hard for high school 
students, especially for 15-year-old 
freshmen who are used to being at 
school by 9:30.

I hate when my alarm goes off in 
the morning, and sometimes I’ll just 
lay there. 

Other times I realize I have to get 
up early to get ready.

“Teenage pupils should start 
school in the afternoon because 
making them turn up in the morn-
ings is cruel,” Oxford University neu-
roscientist Russell Foster said.

Waking up at 7 a.m. as a teenager 
is equivalent to waking up at 5 a.m. 
for an adult. 

So, since I wake up at 6 a.m. it is 
like I’m waking up at 4 a.m. if I were 
an adult.

Waking up this early to come 
to school makes me less than fully 
aware since I’m tired. 

If I tell an adult that, they say “go 
to bed earlier.” 

You know if I could, I would, but 
between all the homework I receive 
from six classes and playing a sport 
five days a week, my schedule is busy.

Getting to bed earlier than I do is 
almost impossible.

--Sincerely,
Chaela Morris

tree out of the forest, set it up in their home 
at the time of the Winter Solstice, decorate 
it with ornaments and lights, and then place 
a star on top to show an association of the 
tree with the signs of the heavens.

The custom of putting up a Christmas 
tree has nothing to do with the teachings 
of the Holy Scriptures. 

It is something that varies with 
each household. 

If someone wants their tree to be 
in honor of Christ, it can be. If they 
just like the look of the Douglas 
Fir, are they suddenly Christian? 

Romans celebrated the win-
ter solstice with a festival called 
Saturnalia in honor of Saturnus, 
the god of agriculture. They 
decorated their houses with 
greens and lights and ex-
changed gifts.

So couldn’t the tree and 
the lights be in honor of 
Saturnalia? 

Late in the Middle 
Ages, Germans and 
Scandinavians placed 
evergreen trees inside 
their homes or just 
outside their doors 
to show their hope 
in the forthcoming 
spring. 

There is no 
spiritual signifi-
cance to having 
or not having a 
Christmas tree.

There is noth-
ing in the Bible 
that commands 
or prohibits 
Christmas trees.

If you look 
beyond the 
branches you 
can see that 
the intent of 
putting up 
the tree is 
to remem-
ber those 
that are no 
longer here, 
and to allow 
those deal-
ing with that 
loss to hon-

or those they 
love.
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SGA should not 
place religious 

symbols on dis-
play

Sam Atwater
Editorial Editor

Leon’s Student Government Asso-
ciation recently put up a “Remembrance 
Tree” in the lobby. Students were al-
lowed to hang ornaments on the tree to 
honor a loved one that has passed away. 

On the surface, this strikes me as a 
fantastic way to allow students to honor 
loved ones at a time of year that is hard 
to go through after having lost someone. 
A loss can make someone’s festive holi-
day gatherings feel lacking and empty.

On a deeper level though, the tree 
takes on a darker meaning. You see, 
despite some members of SGA call-
ing the tree in the lobby a “Remem-
brance Tree,” the tree is ultimately just 
a “Christmas Tree” (as I’ve heard it 
described by some other members of 
SGA). Which is where my problems 
with it lie.

Public schools need to be a mar-
ketplace of ideas to function, to thrive. 
We need to allow students to voice their 
views while they are at school so that 
ideas can be shared and the developing 
religious, political and philosophical 
beliefs of students can develop.

This occurs because while you are at 
school, you are learning from your peers 
just as much, if not more, than you are 
learning from your teachers.

This cannot happen in a circum-
stance where the school prescribes or 
endorses a political or religious belief. 

A school endorsement of a set of 
religious beliefs, such as that one should 
celebrate Christmas, damages this mar-
ketplace of ideas by unfairly elevating 
the value of certain beliefs. 

The Christmas tree in the lobby is 
ultimately a blatant endorsement by both 
SGA and by the school administration. 

Let’s not delude ourselves into 
thinking that they are separate in this 
matter – SGA needed the administra-
tion’s permission to put up the tree and 
they could’ve stopped it if they had 
recognized the damage that it would do.

A visitor to Leon who walked into 
the lobby would have been greeted by 
the tree during the month of December. 
They would’ve walked into a school 
with a prominent display of religion. 

While some of the tree’s ornaments 
would be of a secular nature – remem-

brance of a lost loved one – the act of 
decorating a tree for the holiday season, 
especially with lights and ornaments, is 
a part of Christian holiday traditions. 

Any visitor would instinctively be-
lieve that the tree is a Christmas tree, not 
a “Remembrance Tree” or whatever spin 
SGA could place on it.

 People know what a tree looks like, 
and they know what a Christmas tree 
looks like. And the tree in the lobby is a 
Christmas tree, plain and simple.

If you were to ask someone to 
describe a Christmas tree, they would 
describe the tree in the lobby. 

Leon is not a religious school. We 
are not North Florida Christian School. 
We are Leon High School. 

If we were a religious school, sure, 
put up the tree. By going to a school of a 
religious leaning, one consents to being 
indoctrinated into that religion’s beliefs 
and ideals. 

It would be weird for them to not 
be endorsed. The school itself would be 
expected to base its teachings around 
that religion. 

Someone going to a public school 

does not consent to these ideas. Part of a 
public education is that all students can 
learn from each other and become better 
people because of it.

Normalizing one faith through the 
Christmas tree does not accomplish this 
at all. It indicates that some beliefs are 
more important here than others – not 
due to a basis in fact or danger, but due 
to simply being held by the majority of 
people here.

The school needs to be a careful 
monitor of the marketplace of ideas here 
at Leon, one that serves to be a pas-
sive influence to preserve its safety and 
functioning.

This tree shows that Leon’s admin-
istration is not doing this, but is rather 
playing referee, determining the value of 
ideas based on things other than facts. 

This makes the tree wrong. 
And the tree isn’t just wrong on a 

philosophical level like I’ve been dis-
cussing, it’s wrong on a legal level too.

The Constitution of the United 
States has, within the First Amendment, 
states that, “Congress shall make no law 
respecting an establishment of religion, 

or prohibiting the free exercise thereof.”
Through various Supreme Court 

cases, this requirement has been used 
to strike down things such as student 
run prayer over the intercom at football 
games (in Sante Fe Independent School 
District v. Doe). 

It is clear through the legal history 
that this requirement applies to schools, 
not just Congress.

The school’s allowance for the tree 
in the lobby is a form of speech by the 
part of SGA, and it is endorsed by the 
administration. Sure, it is symbolic 
speech, but that is speech nonetheless. 

“Christmas should be celebrated! 
The Christian religious beliefs should be 
followed by you all,” it says. 

And public schools both shouldn’t 
and can’t endorse a religion at the ex-
pense of others. 

This tree is unconstitutional in my 
view and plausibly unconstitutional 
overall. The Supreme Court’s decisions 
on applying the First Amendment can be 
complex and almost contradictory.

If SGA really wanted to allow 
students to honor lost loved ones at this 
time of year, they should’ve gone about 
it in a different way. 

During October, they created a large 
pink ribbon that people could write the 
names of those lost to cancer. 

They successfully used a secular 
symbol, one appropriate to be displayed 
at Leon. Their actions there worked and 
they didn’t violate the First Amendment. 

Their actions didn’t damage the mar-
ketplace of ideas, as they didn’t take any 
sort of religious or philosophical stance. 

They put up a symbol associated 
with breast cancer awareness and used it 
to allow for the memories of those who 
have faced that illness to be remem-
bered, their stories told through a brief 
but purposeful gesture.

 This time though, when they had 
every opportunity to do so, they didn’t. 
They chose to put up a Christmas tree.

They could’ve put up a poster in the 
lobby to allow names to be written upon. 
They had other options, but instead of 
using them, they decided to put up a 
Christmas tree after putting window 
dressing on it to make it seem vaguely 
benign and secular. 

Ultimately, their window dressing is 
incidental at best and fails to obscure the 
true meaning of the tree in the mind of 
many at Leon. 

It is a symbol of religion. As such, 
the placement of the tree in the lobby 
damages the exchange of ideas here at 
Leon High School. As such, even before 
one considers the dubious constitution-
ality of the action, the tree should never 
have been put up at all.  

Sam Atwater

The tree on display in the lobby, in full view for all at Leon to see.
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In Remembrance of Jordan Danzey

DANCE 
FROM PAGE 1 

ultimately we raise as much 
as possible for the Children’s 
Miracle Network.”

Though Thompson was 
“thrilled” with the outcome of 
last year’s event, which raised 
$14,681, she says that this year 
is a lot more organized. 

It was decided last year that 
Dance Marathon would return 
to Leon, and planning has oc-
curred since the summer.

 For the 2016 Dance 
Marathon there is an Executive 
Board and Morale Team. 

Because Leon’s event is a 
subset of Florida State Univer-
sity’s Dance Marathon, there 
are also two FSU liason con-
tacts, Eva Mustian and Asya 
Owens.

A Leon All School Meeting 
was held on Nov. 16 to discuss 
the event agenda, with the 
Executive Board, Committee 
Members and the Morale Team 
attending. 

The Executive Board 
for Leon’s Dance Marathon 
includes Thompson, Sarah 
Bradford, Warren, Caroline 
Kirk, Jackie Mustian, Madeline 
Sipple and Camille Cummings.  

“Compared to last year we 
have a much bigger team work-

Hannah Wong
News Editor 

Winter concert a success
The eighth annual Perform-

ing Arts Winter Showcase was 
held on Friday, Dec. 11, and 
Saturday, Dec. 12.

Leon Band, Chorus, Lion 
Steel, Guitar, Dance, Orchestra 
and Drama performed at 7 p.m. 
on both nights. The auditorium 
was packed with parents, stu-
dents and people from around 
the community. 

For chorus director Tabitha 
Peck, the highlight of the per-
formance was the finale. PAWS 
closed with “Thankful,” a piece 
composed by Josh Groban and 
arranged for a choir and orches-
tra. Performers in all depart-
ments joined together to sing 
this closing piece. 

The text of “Thankful” is 
a call to be grateful and make 
connections with fellow hu-
man beings. Peck felt that with 
recent world events, this was a 
highly significant message.

“It was prophetic that we 
chose this piece over the sum-
mer,” Peck said. “It’s so appro-
priate right now.”

Other numbers in PAWS 
included a rendition of “Ding 
Dong Merrily on High” by 

the combined women’s choirs 
and “Dance of the Sugar Plum 
Fairy” by Guitar III. 

Though the directors of each 
department try to pick some 
holiday songs every year, Peck 
thinks there were more this year 
than ever before. 

PAWS has been around 
since 2008. The name was cre-
ated by Peck herself. The first 
performance ever was only on 
one night, and people had to be 
turned away at the door. 

Since then, PAWS has oc-
curred on two consecutive 
nights in December.

“It’s so fun because you’re 

doing what you love with some 
of your best friends,” said Mor-
gan Guse, a member of Capital 
Singers, Mane Event and Melo-
dears. 

“It’s one of my favorite parts 
about the holiday season.”

Chorus intern Paul Miller 
directed the combined men’s 
chorus piece, “Make Them Hear 
You.” It was his first time being 
involved with PAWS.

“[I loved being able] to 
share music with such a large 
number of people, to influence 
their holiday season and maybe 
make their night a little bit bet-
ter.”

Editor’s Note: Junior Jordan Danzey passed away in his sleep on Dec. 1. Here are excerpts from letters in his honor.

ing on the Dance Marathon,” 
said Bradford.

The fundraising goal for 
the 2016 Dance Marathon is 
around $7,000, half of last 
year’s two-school event. 

This money will mainly go 
towards the Children’s Miracle 
Network and Shand’s Hospital 
in Gainesville.

Some will also be donated 
to the FSU Pediatric Program. 

Overall, there is a lot of 
anticipation for the event.

“This is definitely one of 
my favorite events that I’ve 
helped with,” Bradford said. 

“Everyone who participates 
or donates really does make a 
difference in these kids’ and 
their families’ lives.” 

Me and Jordan were the 
best of friends. He was like a 
little brother to me. 

We were always with each 
other, arguing about random 
things, like where does Fiji 
water come from and who was 
the best basketball player in the 
NBA. 

Jordan wanted to go to the 
NBA when he grew up. His 
favorite team was the Portland 
Trail Blazers. 

Our sophomore year we had 
the same fourth period, we used 
to clown and joke around all 
the time. He always had a smile 
on his face. Even when he was 
mad he was smiling, he was 
always positive. 

I remember I was mad for 
some reason and when I saw 
him, because he was so happy 
and energetic, it made me 
happy. 

Man, I’m going to miss 
my brother, best friend and my 
partner. 

R.I.P. Jordan, I’m gonna 
miss you.

Jesus really has a baller 
now. 
                                      -Alonzo 

Jennifer Roady-Lawson

Students from one of English teacher Jennifer Roady-Lawson’s class wore 
Air Jordan shoes in memory of Jordan Danzey. From left to right: Evan Za-
pata, Todd Summerville, Mayshia Henderson, TJ Chukes, Taqwa Shabazz, 

Jamez Johnson, Anthony Balog and Chris Hannah.

“No matter what, you always 
had that unforgettable smile across 
your face. I miss walking into class 
and seeing you slouched in your 
chair, making stupid jokes and 
laughing so loud that the class 

would laugh also. I would do any-
thing to hear your laugh again and 
see you walking down the halls one 

more time.”
 

-Sarah Burke

“I remember when we had 
a substitute teacher and he 

[Jordan] threw a pencil on the 
floor and it hit a boy, Michael, 

in the head. The funniest 
stuff ever. I remember Jor-

dan, Trayvon and I walking to 
third period and were rapping 
about dumb stuff. Jordan said, 

‘Oh, ok, I’m done.’ We were 
dying laughing.”

-Khapone Philon

“I do know he wouldn’t want 
us to sit here and mourn, he 
would want us to remember  
the happy times. That’s all I 

really have to say.” 

-Jean Thornton

“...the world isn’t full of 
good people, but he was 
one... I wish I got to know 

him.”

 -Sammy MacMillan

“... he always had a smile on 
his face, even when he was 
mad he was smiling. He was 
always positive. I remember 
I was mad for some reason 
and when I saw him, for he 

was so happy and energetic, 
he made me happy.” 

-Alonzo Waheed  

“Everyday Jordan came to 
class with a big ‘ole smile 
stretching from cheek to 

cheek. Jordan was definitely 
the class clown, but in a 

rude or interrupting kind of 
way, it was more like a way 
that made the class even 
more fun than it already 

was.” 
-Avery Shaw

“I will miss him and I’m 
sure many will. He was a 
fun person to be around. 

He was smart too, he would 
always be the one to answer 

first.” 

-Michael Walton

“Everyone who 
participates...

really does 
make a differ-
ence in these 

kids’ and their 
families’ lives.”
SENIOR SARAH BRADFORD

“Jordan, you were my home-
boy and nothing can change 
that. Rest in peace bro and 
keep grinding on the court. 
One day I will be with you, 
and we can dominate the 

hard wood together.” 

-Cameron Hall

Sella Kinch 

In order to prepare for the two-night showcase, all performing arts 
classes met after school the day before for a rehersal. 
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Holtom finds comfort in singing
Julia Chodyla
Executive Board

 According to senior Michael Harrison, much of 
Leon’s student population has an invalid image of punk 
music. 

In order to “bring justice to the art form,” he is av-
idly working towards reforming the popular belief that 
punk music is “gross” and “a form of screaming.”

Recently, Harrison created a band that performed 
alongside him at Rocktoberfest—a way to gradually 
ease some of Leon’s students into his favorite art form. 

“I like making noise and being loud,” Harrison said. 
“And punk music is the best way for me to combine 
those two things.”

Harrison is talented in both singing and playing the 
bass. Before the breakup of his old band, Attack on the 
Tortuga, Harrison was the bass player. 

Ever since he sang in Rocktoberfest, he has desig-
nated himself the singer of his new band.

Harrison has been playing the guitar alongside se-
nior Jack Taylor since fourth grade.

One day, Harrison saw that Lincoln High School 
was conducting a “Battle of the Bands.” Harrison and 
Taylor decided to enter the competition. 

Although they ended up not being able to compete 
due to Taylor having a soccer game, they still were able 
to create a band.

Harrison is now working on his own album which 
he hopes to release next year. 

However, he claims that it is hard to balance out his 
schedule considering he has to work, study hard, write 
music and record his songs.

Senior Tiffany Vaughn has been helping him tre-
mendously with writing his songs.

Although he gets praise for his original composi-

tions, Harrison is oftentimes disappointed with the mu-
sic that he writes.

“When I’m writing, I always sound ‘bummy,’ ” Har-
rison said.

“I always want to convey an important message and 
want it to sound good, but all my stuff always comes out 
sounding like whiny pop punk about girls.”

Due to some of his insecurities about his music, 
Harrison is thankful when he gets help from Vaughn be-
cause she doesn’t make him “feel embarrassed” about 
his music.

Recently, Harrison has been listening to bands like 
Title Flight and Wonder Years. He admires them pri-
marily for their simultaneous use of melodic harmonies 
as well as yelling.

 Punk music has been around for over 40 years 
which has allowed it to evolve into several different 
branches of music. 

Harrison claims that punk music is highly unique 
because of the fact that each genre of punk music is so 
diverse. 

“Michael has always been the funny guy,” senior 
Camille Okonkwo said. “When I heard that he was 
playing punk music, I was pretty shocked.

“At first I never listened to punk music, but after 
I heard Michael, I decided to look into the different 
genres of punk rock. It’s very true that punk rock isn’t 
just screaming and yelling. It actually has meaning.”

And this is exactly what Harrison wants to hear 
from his fellow classmates - that the lyrics of punk 
music indeed convey a message.

He has several tattoos on his body that help give 
him the “punk look,” he said. He got his first tattoo the 
day he turned 18.

“I actually happen to have a heart tattoo on my butt 

Seniors Jack Taylor and Eliza Holtom sang “Creatures” by Shannon Saunders at Rocktoberfest.  

Julia Chodyla

Harrison stands up for punk music
Julia Chodyla

Executive Board

Camille Okonkwo 

Camille Okonkwo

After recently performing a solo 
at Rocktoberfest, senior Eliza Holtom 
reached a whole new level of confi-
dence. In fact, she has even written her 
own song, and plans to debut it when she 
creates a Youtube channel.  

"[Holtom’s] voice literally made me 
cry,” junior Ella Kiwala said. “Actual 
tears. Real tears."

Holtom has been singing ever since 
she received a karaoke machine for 
Christmas as a four-year-old. She claims 
that music is what ultimately gets her 
through life.

"High school and being a teenager is 
actually very hard," Holtom said. 

“But music - it's my relief at any mo-
ment."

According to Holtom, she inherited 
her love for music from her mother, 
Sherri Jackson, who wanted to be a con-
cert pianist. However, she did not end 
up pursuing this dream and it is now 
her biggest regret. Holtom says that she 
wants to do everything in her power to 
go after her aspirations to be a musician.

Holtom has self-taught herself both 
how to play the piano and the guitar.

This year, she was selected by cho-
rus teacher Tabitha Peck to be a "section 
leader" in the a cappella group, Mane 
Event. This also resulted in a major  
surge of confidence.

"I'm always singing," Holtom said. 

"When I'm excited, I sing-talk. When I'm 
nervous, I sing-talk. But before Mane 
Event, I was way too shy to sing in front 
of anyone. Now, I can walk on stage and 
feel completely comfortable. It has trans-
formed me into a whole new person."

Holtom has been using social media 
as an outlet for her music. She frequently 
posts videos of herself either singing, 
playing the piano or both. All the videos 
have been recorded with an iPod. For 
Christmas, Holtom hopes to upgrade, 
and has asked for new recording equip-
ment.

According to Holtom, she has an 
alternative plan for her future if singing 
does not work out. Interestingly enough, 
she has an extreme fondness for teeth, 
which may lead her to possibly becom-
ing a dentist.

“Teeth have so much character,” 
Holtom said.

“I associate teeth with happiness, and 
making people happy and spreading my 
joy is probably my number one goal in 
life."

Her friends can certainly testify for 
her compassionate personality.

"One of my absolute favorite quali-
ties about her is her ability to brighten 
your day every time you talk to her," se-
nior Jack Seamans said, "no matter how 
you're feeling beforehand."

Recently, Leon took part in Anti-Bul-
lying Week. Although Holtom believes 
the week was "motivating and uplifting," 
she also thinks that there should not be a 

specific week to be nice to one another. 
“It shouldn’t be called  anti-bullying 

week,” Holtom said. “It should be anti-
bullying year. It shouldn’t be out of the 
ordinary that you tell someone a compli-
ment or that you love them.”

Holtom views herself as an outcast 
in the sense that she feels comfortable 
standing alone with her opinion if she 
thinks it to be morally correct. 

 “I am not comfortable with listening 

to people being mean,” Holtom said. “I 
talk to strangers everywhere I go… yes, 
my friends think I am crazy.”

It may be true that her friends see her 
as different, but it only makes her stand 
out in a positive light.

“I can quite honestly say that there 
has never been a dull moment with her,” 
senior Kayla Nguyen said, “but that is 
one of the many reasons why everyone 
should get to know her.”

Michael Harrison, pictured performing at Rocketoberfest, 
played several songs with his band, including “Constant 
Headache” by Joyce Manor, “Twin Sized Mattress” by The 
Front Bottoms and “Your Graduation” by Modern Baseball. 

that says ‘Mom’ on it,” Harrison said.
“All my cousins have so many tattoos which made 

me ask my mom if I could get one. She told me that I 
could only get a tattoo if it was the cliché heart with her 
name inscribed in it.”

Despite the tattoo being in an unusual spot, his 
friends support it wholeheartedly.

“The butt tattoo definitely surprised me,” Taylor 
said, “but if there’s one guy who can pull that look off, 
it’s Michael Harrison.”
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Contraband just as problematic as ever
EmmaLea Reed

Double Truck Editor 

Students receive traffic violations
Maribeth McClenny
Double Truck Editor 

Deputy Stege promotes common sense
Walker Webb
Guest Writer

Sheriff Thomas Stege has patrolled the Leon 
campus for the past seven years, after graduating as 
a Lion in 1987. 

While he previously had a job doing construction 
work, Stege decided to enter the field of law enforce-
ment when the old Leon County jail had a job open-
ing in May of 1990. 

He worked both at the old, and subsequently, the 
new jail for 13 years. 

“If you had told my dad that I was going to be 
a sheriff, he would have laughed,” Stege said. “He 
would not have believed it.” 

Even though Stege is on campus, he is employed 
and paid solely by the Leon County Sheriff’s Office. 

Working longer hours and dealing with young 
kids that have previously suffered abuse are the parts 
of Stege’s job that bring less enjoyment. 

Stege does not issue the punishment to students 
when they get in trouble. 

Instead, it is up to the courts to determine the 
punishment. 

If Stege witnesses illegal activity on campus, he 
is allowed to step in. 

But if a student is skipping class, the school of-
ficials handle it. 

Due to incoming freshmen, the beginning of the 

school year is the hardest, according to Stege. 
“They are trying to figure you out, you are trying 

to figure them out,” Stege said. “It is a difficult start.” 
The most common problem Stege deals with is 

drug use, mainly marijuana. 

Stege believes marijuana is the most common 
problem because more than one social group uses it, 
unlike other drugs.

“The poor kids, the rich kids, the dumb ones, the 
smart ones; they are all using it,” Stege said. 

“I see the most drug usage during and after 
lunch.”

Stege has caught 20 kids so far this year for mari-

juana use. 
The worst case Stege has ever dealt with was 

possession of a weapon on campus. 
However, Stege has never had to pull out his gun 

on campus. 
Stege keeps many different items on his utility 

belt to help him do his job as an officer. 
He keeps magazines, which hold bullets, a flash-

light, a gun, a collapsible baton, rubber gloves, two 
radios, handcuffs, a taser and pepper spray. 

Stege keeps as many as 46 bullets on him at a 
time. He has never had to use his taser on anyone at 
school. 

According to Stege, the best place to use the taser 
is on someone’s back because that is where most of 
the muscle mass is located. 

During police training, Stege had to be pepper 
sprayed and tased.

“I would rather be tased every day of my life than 
be pepper-sprayed ever again,” Stege said. “I never 
knew I could produce so much snot.”

The scariest thing that happened to Stege while 
on the job was being chased by a bulldog.

Stege believes all students have the ability to stay 
out of trouble.

“Everyone has that voice inside their head, that 
sounds like their mom, telling them to stay out of 
trouble,” Stege said.  “If you use your common sense, 
you will stay out of trouble.”

Over three weeks ago, Princi-
pal Billy Epting informed the stu-
dent body that the Tallahassee Police 
Department would be patrolling the 
neighborhoods surrounding Leon due 
to an increased amount of complaints 
from homeowners. 

So far, only two Leon students 
have received tickets from police of-
ficers.

One was for not stopping at a stop 
sign, and the other was for speeding. 
Both of the students had their off cam-
pus passes revoked.

Epting still receives a high volume 
of emails from neighbors with com-
plaints. However, it is hard to deter-
mine whether or not it is always Leon 
students driving through the streets, as 
many other people use the neighbor-
hoods to cut through downtown areas.

“I received an email from a lady 
complaining about a car playing loud 
music at 2 a.m.,” Epting said. “I don’t 
think it was a Leon student at two in 
the morning, unless they were trying 
to get a really good parking spot.”

Not only are students breaking 
traffic laws, but they are also leaving 
trash in the neighborhoods and park-
ing illegally on and off campus.

This year, the administration has 
been monitoring parking more close-
ly, and the parking violations have 
decreased since the beginning of the 
year.

“We towed lots of cars early on in 
the year, and that seemed to help de-
crease the amount of violations,” Ept-
ing said. 

“The students that park in the 
baseball bowl used to park all over the 
place in the grass, but now they have 
done a much better job of parking in 
the correct spots and following the 
rules.”

While parking, speeding and trash 
are common problems this year, the 
most frequent way students get in 
trouble is from skipping class and hav-
ing their phones out during classes.

“There is always a scramble at the 
end of a nine weeks for students to get 
their absences cleared on time,” Ept-
ing said. 

“If they would do it early on, they 
would not have to worry about facing 

Saturday school.”
Twenty-three percent of referrals 

are due to skipping class, and 24 per-
cent are due to tardies. 

Forty percent of referrals result in 
lunch detentions, while only 10 per-
cent receive out-of-school suspension.

The age-old problem that schools 
have had with students smoking and 
drinking on or around campus contin-
ues to be an issue today. 

Leon High School disciplinary of-
ficials struggle to keep these problem-
atic students under control, but the de-
linquent business goes on.

Assistant Principal Ricky Ardley is 
in charge of taking care of such issues. 

There is a zero tolerance policy 
for smoking within 500 feet of Leon’s 
campus, and the consequences are seri-
ous.

If caught smoking outside of class, 
students are given Saturday school, 
whereas if they are found to be smok-
ing in class they receive an automatic 
three-day suspension.

If a student is found to be in pos-
session of marijuana, they are given a 
10-day suspension. 

If the deputy catches them with 
drugs, they are arrested and charged.

As of this year, the deputy has 
caught roughly 30 students smoking 
around campus. 

Neighborhoods in particular are a 

hot spot for a student smoke session 
during lunch.

Although Ardley has not caught 
anyone actually smoking on campus 
this year, he has had to expel three stu-
dents for various reasons, one of which 
had to do with attempt at motor vehicle 
theft.

Alcohol on campus is an entirely 
separate problem. 

If found to be intoxicated on Le-
on’s campus, students receive a 10-day 
suspension, five days of which can be 

rescinded if they attend counseling. 
As of two years ago, there was a 

particular group of students who came 
to the Winter Formal on a bus that 
contained a large amount of alcohol.

The bus was on campus, and 
therefore searched by authorities.

After being found in possession of 
alcohol, students received appropriate 
punishment for their actions.

“Every now and then you get 

“I would rather be 
tased every day 

of my life than be 
pepper-sprayed 

again.”
Deputy Thomas Stege

“Drugs are 
definitely a 
part of the 
high school 

culture.”
JUNIOR JAKE KILE

“We are trying to reduce out-of- 
school suspension this year by coming 
up with a consequence that is not fun 
for students,” Epting said.

As a result of this, in-school sus-
pension is 20 percent higher than last 
year.

Parking violations are issued to students who park illegally on campus.

Lauren Hendersonsomebody brave enough to come to 
school with a Whataburger cup with 
some Jack Daniels mixed in it,” Ardley 
said. 

“This kind of thing happens a lot 
during volleyball games and such.”

Students around Leon may never 
learn their lesson.

“Drugs are definitely a part of the 
high school culture,” junior Jake Kile 
said.

Vape pens are currently common among high school students.

photo courtesy of Vaporizer Pen Guide

Assistant Principal Ricky Ardley has been keep-
ing Leon safe and secure for nearly a decade.

The duties of the assistant principal include deal-
ing with the discipline department. That said, one can 
only imagine the amount of delinquent mayhem Ar-
dley deals with around Leon High School on a daily 
basis. 

One of the most memorable, and most comical, 
issues Ardley has dealt with was the infamous golf 
cart wheel scavenger hunt. 

Several seniors decided to pull a prank in which 
they removed the tires from one of the staff’s golf 
carts and hid the wheels all throughout campus.

“They took the four wheels off the golf cart and 
made a scavenger hunt for me to find them all,” Ar-
dley said. “We found the wheels and we found out 
who did it.”

Ardley is in charge of putting negligent students 
in their place.

He deals with issues such as smok-
ing, vaping or alcohol on campus.

These relatively common issues have 
varying consequences, depending on the 
extremity of them.

“Discipline is not a positive thing,” 
Ardley said.

Before he became assistant principal, 
Ardley coached football, girls’ basket-
ball and track. 

While coaching football, he had the 
privilege of working with Gene Cox. 

In 2002, Ardley transferred to Rick-
ards to work as the Dean of Students and 
Athletic Director, but returned in 2008 to 
take Patricia Weaver’s place as assistant 
principal.

Ardley was a part of the first grad-
uating class of the new Lincoln High 
School. 

He is a rare case, considering he at-
tended both the old Lincoln and the new 
Lincoln. While Lincoln was being trans-
formed and remodeled, Ardley attended 
Leon for one year.

Although he did not graduate from Leon, Ardley 
considers this school to be his home.

“Something important you need to know about 
me is that I love Leon High School,” Ardley said. “I 
love all my students…all 2,100 of them.”

Ardley enjoys school events such as football 

Ardley serves up discipline

EmmaLea Reed
Double Truck Editor

games under the Friday night lights, the annual Grad 
Night trip to Disney and having the privilege of being 
part of so many student’s lives. 

One of his favorite parts of being involved with 
Leon is seeing the kids graduate. He believes it may 
be the most rewarding part of his job.

Safety and secu-
rity are what assi-

tant does best

MISCHIEF STILL PART OF CAMPUS LIFE

Assistant Principal Ricky Ardley attended Leon for one year in high 
school, and now keeps it safe.

Leon High Life
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Chemical engineering fascinates senior
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Features Editor

meets the age requirement of 21. 
“There’s so much repressed sexuality in the south,” 

Roberts said. “So the people who are expressive are 
flaming.” 

Aside from drag, Roberts aspires to pursue a career 
in either criminal or international law. He is currently 
interning for a corporate lawyer at Florida Housing, and 
plans to study abroad in college.

Features8 December 2015 The Leon High Life

Roberts pursues unique passion

Zach Roberts

Senior Zach Roberts is an amateur drag queen. While he performs, his 
stage name is Iris Virus. 

photo courtesy of Judy Jo Shippen

Senior Judy Jo Shippen (left) was initiated as a member of 
National Honor Society.

Senior Judy Jo Shippen is engineer-
ing her path towards a career in science. 
Already having taken and passed AP 
Chemistry and AP Calculus AB, Shippen 
has room in her schedule for an extern-
ship at Florida State University. 

There, she gets to observe chemical 
engineering research and shadows the 
research team of computational science 
professor Jose Mendoza-Cortes. She is 
also learning how to program. 

“It’s a slow process,” Shippen said. 
“I’m learning how to enter values into 
programs to generate outputs.” 

She became interested sophomore 
year in chemical engineering by a chem-
istry honors class. 

“I’ve always enjoyed science and 
math,” Shippen said, “and chemistry is 
a good marriage of theory and formula.” 

Before she wanted to become a 
chemical engineer, Shippen wanted to be 
a planetary astronomer. 

Her interests changed when she 
recognized that she more so enjoys the 
hands-on and practical aspects of sci-
ence, as opposed to observation and 
memorization. 

Her AP 
Physics 1 
knowledge 
comes into 
play with 
c h e m i c a l 
eng inee r-
ing, ty-
ing into its 
q u a n t u m 
and me-
chanical as-
pects. 

“In this 
par t icular 
field, all of 
that math 
is actually 
applied to 
t h i n g s , 
and they 
are things 
that I care 
a b o u t , ” 
S h i p p e n 
said. 

“A lot 
of people in the field of chemical engi-
neering work with petroleum. But I’m 
not sure that that’s the path I want to 
take.” 

She is en-
tertaining the 
idea of mate-
rial engineer-
ing, which 
i n v o l v e s 
working with 
polymers, but 
would rather 
work with re-
actions, pre-
dicting the 
behavior of 
bases and ac-
ids.

“Chemi-
cal engineer-
ing can be 
applied to 
literally any-
thing,” Ship-
pen said. 

“It’s kind 
of like a nu-
anced feel. 
For example, 

there are plenty of chemical engineers 
who work for Coca-Cola.” 

Shippen, President of the Robot-
ics Club, is starting the robotics team 
in preparation for an upcoming regional 

Senior Zach Roberts was in his first drag show only 
recently, but is preparing for an upcoming amateur drag 
show at Florida State University in January. 

“I actually did come to school dressed as a girl one 
time,” Roberts said. “I was Amy Poehler from the movie 
“Baby Mama,” and my friend was Tina Fey.” 

Roberts also dressed up as Sally from “The Night-
mare Before Christmas” for Halloween. 

Roberts was introduced to drag when junior Jack 
Wingate suggested that he watch RuPaul’s Drag Race, a 
reality competition show about the search for America’s 
next drag superstar. 

Once becoming interested, he signed up and his drag 
name became Iris Virus. 

“I love how it rhymes,” Roberts said. “It’s pretty and 
then it’s nasty. It’s like me.”

 For his act, he originally planned to make a Nicki 
Minaj mix, but instead he lip-synced to “Love Fool” by 
The Cardigans. 

“It’s one of those songs that everyone knows, but 
they don’t know they know it,” Roberts said. “I love 
being eccentric, and there’s something powerful about 
drag. You put the heels on and walk in and you’re just 
living it.” 

Roberts, seeing as he is 6-foot-3, made his costume 
from scratch.

He wore a skirt with black roses, a sheer top and 
black platform heels. 

“I tried to learn how to sew but my nana did it for 
me,” Roberts said. 

The skirt took about two hours to make; the shirt, 
about an hour and a half. 

Those performing in drag are required to wear mul-
tiple layers of tights – Roberts wore four. 

Their purpose is to hide the more masculine features 
of legs. Roberts had to make his own padding out of 
foam.

 “Next time I am going to use socks 
so it will be more comfortable,” Rob-
erts said. 

One of his biggest challenges – lit-
erally – was finding shoes that fit his 
size 13 feet, which translates to a size 
15 in womens’ shoes. 

Finding a wig posed another chal-
lenge. 

The one he ordered online was not 
delivered in time, so Roberts had to 
venture out to local shops in town and 
found what is called the “Trina” wig. 

“The girl that won put together this 
whole thing where at first she was Kim 
Davis,” Roberts said, “but then took 
off her wig and was Lady Gaga.” 

Once he is 18, Roberts plans to per-
form in drag at more venues, like Side-
Bar Theatre and Warehouse. 

“I’ve been practicing my own 
makeup, and I’m going to make my 
costumes better,” Roberts said. 

His costume this time will be white 
with fruit embroidery, with Fruit by 
Marina and the Diamonds to accom-
pany it. 

“Apparently you could have gotten 
ready at the show,” Roberts said, “but 
I didn’t know that. So I showed up in 
the full gig: wig, makeup and heels. No 
one else was ready yet. People still looked like boys.”

As with any show, there were judges at the ama-
teur drag night: one of which was Nina Chancellor, who 
won the drag show at Pride Fest. 

The president of the gay student union at FSU was 
also a judge. 

Roberts is going to continue with drag through col-
lege, and will audition for RuPaul’s Drag Race when he 

competition in March. 
The team’s assignment is to build a 

robot that can complete a specific task. 
Each year the task is different, and 

the team will find out the current one on 
Jan 9.

 The team has to both program and 
build the robot. 

“We’ve started outlining what it 
needs to look like,” Shippen said. “Last 
year the task was picking up bins and 
stacking them. 

“The previous year the robot had to 
accurately throw frisbees toward a tar-
get.” 

The competition is highly competi-
tive, and Shippen anticipates doing well. 
Senior Daniel Volya is the club’s pro-
grammer, and chemistry teacher Dan 
Wessner is the current club sponsor. 

Shippen hopes to attend Georgia 
Tech, and her testing abilities are in her 
favor. 

Scoring above a 217 on the PSAT 
qualified her to be a National Merit semi-
finalist, making her among the top per-
centile of high-scoring students in the 
state. 

Shippen is also a member of Pierian 
National Honor Society and Science Na-
tional Honor Society. 
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Seniors selected as Wendy’s 
Heisman finalists

It’s time 
to grow 

up
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Before receiving the Wendy’s High School Heisman nomination, senior Elyse Thompson celebrated her 
commitment to Emory University with seniors Ashley Dodson, Grace Pickron, Madeline Sipple, Daijah 
Washington and Jaynie Mitchell.

High School Scholar 
Athlete of the Week 
for Oct. 25-31. 

He was selected 
to the Second-Team 
All-Big Bend Swim 
Team in 2014. 

S m i t h - S c h o -
enwalder has been 
swimming competi-
tively since he was 
four years old. 

He has been a 14-
year member of the 
Ponte Vedra Swim 
Team and has also 
served as assistant 
coach. 

In addition to all 
of these accolades, 
Smith Schoenwalder 
also takes pride in 
his role as Editor-
in-Chief of the Leon 
High Life. As a ju-
nior, he served as Co-

Editor-in-Chief.
He has served over 600 hours of 

community service with St. John’s Epis-
copal Church mission trips to Cuba, local 
mission teams in Live Oak and with local 
swim teams in Jacksonville. 

Smith-Schoenwalder has yet to deter-
mine where he will further his education.

However, he has shown interest in 
being a walk-on swimmer in college if 
the opportunity presents itself.  

When you get older, your parents 
aren’t always going to be there to hold 
your hand and help you achieve what-
ever you want. 

That’s why we should start preparing 
ourselves now for this reality. 

I cannot think of an environment 
where this is more true than in sports.

As an athlete, I have never let my 
parents call my coach or go to the school 
and complain about playing time or rec-
ognition. 

I honestly couldn’t imagine some-
thing worse than my parents fighting for 
my spot more than I was.

If I have an issue with something, 
I’m going to speak to them directly, not 
have mommy and daddy fix everything 
for me. 

And usually, coaches will respect 
you more if you have to guts to speak to 
them directly.

But the harsh reality is, sometimes 
you don’t always get what you’re hop-
ing for. 

That’s life. Every time something 
doesn’t go your way, it does you no good 
to go cry to your parents and have them 
try to fix it, because that’s not how it 
works in the real world.

Who doesn’t want to be recognized 
in the paper or win an award at the end 
of the season? 

Sometimes you work so hard for 
something, and are heartbroken when it 
doesn’t go your way, but what separates 
the good athletes from the great ones is 
how you turn that into motivation.

Sure, you could go to your parents 
and complain and have them try to get 
you what you think you deserve, but the 
best athletes are fueled by failure. 

You work so hard that next year, they 
will have no choice but to give you what 
you want. 

I am planning on playing volleyball 
in college, and I’m sure many other ath-
letes are vying for the same spot. 

We have to prepare ourselves for 
the fact that if you want to see the court, 
it’s going to come down to how hard 
you work, not your parents being in the 
coach’s ear.

What’s more, to me, the truly greats 
don’t care about recognition, they do 
what they do for the love of the sport. 

Personally I would be okay with 
playing for the rest of my life without 
ever being recognized if it meant that I 
could continue playing a sport that I love 
more than anything, and I wish more 
athletes in this community felt the same 
way.

It shouldn’t matter if you win player 
of the year or your name is in the paper, 
it should come down to your passion for 
the sport you spend all your life playing. 

Thompson shows 
excellence in vol-
leyball and aca-

demics

Smith-Schoen-
walder dedicated to 

leadership

Senior Elyse Thompson already has 
a host of accolades that she has earned 
throughout her high school career. 

Her hard work on the volleyball court 
and in the classroom led to another award 
in the trophy case. 

Thompson has been nominated 
for the Wendy’s High School Heisman 
award that is given to two senior athletes 
from each participating high school, one 
boy and one girl. 

Candidates are judged based on their 
academic achievements, athletic accom-
plishments, community leadership and 
involvement in various extra-curricular 
activities.

Thompson will represent the Lions 
along with swimmer John Ike Smith-
Schoenwalder.

“The award is more of an honor for 
me to be able to represent all the girls 
who work hard both athletically and aca-
demically,” Thompson said.

 In her four seasons with the Lions 

volleyball team, Thompson has been an 
integral part of its success, leading Leon 
to the 7A state semifinal.

In addition to receiving the Heisman 
nomination, Thompson recently com-
mitted to play volleyball at Emory Uni-
versity in Atlanta.

“Emory is exactly what I am looking 
for,” Thompson said. 

“It is the perfect balance of great aca-
demics and great volleyball.”

Thompson will play defensive spe-

cialist for the Eagles next year and says 
she does not want to be anywhere else. 

“The coaching staff made me feel 
wanted,” she said.

Thompson is looking to pursue a ca-
reer in medicine or business at Emory. 

She will be the second athlete in her 
family to attend college on an athletic 
scholarship, following her brother, Cart-
er, who is a University of Pennsylvania 
golfer.

 

Senior John Ike Smith-Schoen-
walder, along with volleyball player Ely-
se Thompson, is Leon’s representative 
for the Wendy’s High School Heisman. 

One girl and one boy are selected 
from each of 30,000 different schools 
around the country. 

“I am truly honored to receive this 
nomination,” Smith-Schoenwalder said. 
“I would not have earned this award if it 
were not for those who continually sup-
ported and pushed me.”

The Wendy’s High School Heisman 
recognizes senior athletes not just on 
athletic ability, but on how well rounded 
they are as individuals. 

Smith-Schoenwalder has maintained 
a 3.98 unweighted GPA and a 4.58 
weighted GPA.

He currently serves as President of  
both the Pierian National Honor Society 
and the Spanish Honor Society. 

He is also a member of the Science 
National Honor Society, Rho Kappa, 
National English Honor Society and Mu 
Alpha Theta.

Smith-Schoenwalder has been a 
four-year varsity swimmer with the Leon 
swim team, serving as team captain this 

past season. 
As a sophomore, he received the Jim 

Nettles Award for Excellence in Academ-
ics and Swimming. 

In his senior year, he received the 
Samuel “Brooks” Rogers Memorial 
Scholarship from the swim team.

He has competed in the Florida Class 
3A Region 1 Championship for two 
years, and in District 2 Championship for 
four years. 

He was nominated for the WCTV 

Senior John Ike Smith-Schoenwalder, pictured wearing the Leon swim 
cap, was the Wendy’s High School Heisman 2015 nomination for Leon.

Leon Swim Team
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Borger leads boys soccer
Caroline Dempsey

Sports Editor

Senior Nick Borger currently has five goals this season. 

Freshman moves into starting goalie slot
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Senior Nick Borger current-
ly leads the boys’ varsity soccer 
team in goals, intensity, and as a 
senior captain. 

After the first nine games of 
the season, Borger totaled in at 
22 shots, five goals and four as-
sist for a total of fourteen points. 

As a striker, Borger brings 
to the field his speed and aggres-
siveness, but displays his inten-
sity and positivity in the leader-
ship role he serves on the team.

The difference between this 
year and every other year for 
Borger is his role as a senior.

“Being a senior makes ev-
erything different,” Borger said. 
“Everything is worth more. It 
makes everything much more 
intense.” 

Borger adds that as a senior 
he feels it is his time to make his 
mark on Leon. 

As a team, Borger feels that 
they have accomplished making 
their mark over the past years of 
setting their goals and sticking 
to them.

As an individual, Borger 
wants to be remembered as a 
talented player, someone that 
younger players looked up to 

and strived to be as good as.
Borger is proud of the team’s 

success so far, but believes that 
they have yet to reach their po-
tential. 

Borger believes that if the 
team keeps its morale up, being 
district champions is a highly 
achievable goal. And with the 
right effort, he sees the team 
making an appearing at the state 
championships.

The team currently has three 
wins, five losses, and one tie. 
The five losses accounted for all 
were to teams in Leon’s district.

The next district game Leon 
will play is against Lincoln on 
Friday, Dec. 18.

Borger is not alone in lead-
ing the team, as there are two 
other senior captains: Mark 
Ryan Lescher and Carlton 
DiSalvo. 

In addition to being Borg-
er’s best friend for many years, 
Lescher is also what Borger 
would call his “most supportive 
teammate.”

DiSalvo has traveled the 
same path as Borger, serving his 
first year on junior varsity and 
being moved up to varsity half 
way through the season along 
with Borger.

“[Borger] is a great player,” 
DiSalvo said, “but most impor-
tantly, he’s a great teammate.”

DiSalvo adds that Borger 
“has been a weapon...all [of his] 
four years at Leon,” noting that 
he is effective in any position he 
plays.

Prior to Borger playing for-
ward, he played center defense 
at the beginning of the year, 
which is the main defensive 
player who plays in front of the 
goal keeper.

DiSalvo notes his attributes 
to the team not only include 
talent but also the ability to do  
well in high-pressure situations.

“Having a player like that 
raises our ability to adapt in 
stressful games,” DiSalvo said.

Borger’s proudest accom-
plishment comes from his fresh-
man season on junior varsity 
when he scored 19 goals. 

Borger’s fondest memories 
from Leon soccer come from 
the bus rides with his team-
mates, where they would “jam 
out” to music and watch “stupid 
movies.”

Following high school, 
Borger plans to either attend 
a school for soccer or attend 
Florida State University and not 

play soccer.
So far, Borger has received 

two official offers to play, one 
from Thomas University and 
one from Andrew College. 

Other schools have talked 
to him and his parents regarding 
him attending those schools to 
play soccer, but have not made 
any official offers yet.

He is undecided at the mo-

Caroline Dempsey
Sports Editor

Freshman Clare Keenan was one 
of the four freshmen this year to make 
girls varsity soccer. Not only did Keenan 
make varsity, but she currently holds the 
starting goalkeeper position. 

Keenan shares the position of goal-
keeper with two other seniors.

“It’s kind of weird,” Keenan said, 
“coming in as freshman under two re-
turning players and taking on a starting 
position.”

Keenan was not even sure if she 
would make varsity as a freshman, but 
had completed summer camps with Leon 
soccer before, so saw it as a possibility. 

Keenan is distinct in her unwavering 
passion for the sport.

“I am so passionate for soccer,” 
Keenan said. “It is the center of all things 
in my life.”

Keenan states there is not much of a 
difference in the way she and the other 
freshmen - Emma McGibbany, Liney 
Brantley and Eden Kirn - are treated on 
the team. 

Aside from the “freshmen duties” 
they are assigned, Keenan feels just as 
much apart of the team as any of the up-
perclassmen.

Keenan feels the support from all of 
her teammates, but especially sophomore 
Kate Carter and junior Lilli Hanks.

“Clare is a fantastic player,” Carter 
said. “She is so competitive and knows 
how to save the game when it is on the 
line.”

Hanks agreed, noting Keenan’s ex-
traordinary talent.

“Claire is honestly one of the best 

Freshman Clare Keenan blocks a goal in the Lady Lions’ game against Maclay on Oct. 27, 
which they lost 1-0.

goalies I’ve been on a team with,” Hanks 
said.

Hanks added that not only is Keenan 
a talented player but also an excellent 
friend with “a great heart.”

“She is so funny and one of the sweet-
est people I have ever met,” Hanks said.

Out of all the girls on the team, Keen-
an says she most looks up to senior de-
fender Talise Jager-Sumner. Jager-Sum-
ner is one of the fiver senior captains for 
the Lady Lions.

“She’s a really good leader,” Keenan 
said, “in addition to just being a really 

nice person.”
The girls soccer team is off to an 

excellent start this year with a record of 
eleven wins and three losses. In the dis-
trict, the girls are undefeated.

Keenan believes that it is an excep-
tionally attainable goal for the team to 
win districts this season, which would 
make them two-time district champions, 
having beat Lincoln last year to win the 
title.

Although Keenan was not a part of 
last season, she attended many of the 
games since her sister, Maddy, was on 
the team. 

Clare believes that this year’s team 
is capable of accomplishing what last 
year’s team accomplished.

Clare hopes to complete her four 
years of Leon soccer being the best pos-
sible goalkeeper she can be.

While she is still too young to think 
about her plans after college, Clare hopes 
to continue playing soccer in college like 
her sister. 

Maddy currently plays at the Florida 
Institute of Technology in Melbourne.

In addition to playing soccer for 
Leon, Keenan has been a part of two 
travel clubs throughout her career- Talla-
hasse United Football Club (TUFC) and 
Associated Soccer Group (ASG).

Prior to coming to Leon, Keenan at-
tended Raa Middle School, where she 
also was a part of the soccer team.

Keenan begins to 
make impact on 
soccer team at 

young age 

photo courtesy of Clare Keenan

ment on what school he plans to 
attend. 

As far as leaving Leon soc-
cer behind, there are multiple 
things Borger says he will miss.

“I’ll miss putting on the jer-
sey and representing my high 
school in soccer,” Borger said.

He added that he will miss 
his teammates and the friend-
ships he has made with them.
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WINTER
SCOREBOARD
Boys Basketball
Date  Event   
11/24/15 at Colquitt County
12/01/15 Dothan
12/03/15 at Godby
12/04/15 Rickards
12/08/15 at Chiles
12/11/15 Lincoln
12/12/15 at Mosley
12/18/15 at Raines
12/19/15 at Ribault
12/22/15 Plant City
01/07/16 East Gadsden
01/09/16 at West Gadsden
01/12/16 Chiles
01/14/16 at Lincoln

Girls Basketball
Date  Event  
11/09/15 at Wakulla     
11/17/15 Chiles
11/19/15 Godby
11/21/15 at Madison 
11/23/15 Rickards
12/01/15 Dothan
12/04/15 at Florida High
12/08/15 FAMU High
12/11/15 at Lincoln
12/14/15 at Chiles
12/18/15 Madison
12/19/15 at Rutherford
12/21/15 Florida High
12/28/15 at Crisp County
12/29/15 at Valdosta
12/30/15 at Port St. Joe
01/07/16 at East Gadsden
01/09/16 at Eastside
01/11/16 Wakulla
01/15/16 Lincoln
01/16/16 P.K. Yonge
01/19/16 Maclay
01/20/16 East Gadsden
01/23/16 Rutherford

Boys Soccer 
Date  Event  
11/05/15 at Arnold
11/07/15 at Fl. High
11/10/15 at Lincoln
11/13/15 at Chiles
11/20/15 at Buchholz
11/30/15 at Columbia
12/04/15 Chiles
12/05/15 Gainesville
12/07/15 Taylor County
12/14/15 Columbia
12/18/15 Lincoln

Girls Soccer
Date  Event  
12/01/15 Lincoln
12/04/15 Buchholz
12/05/15 Bay
12/08/15 Columbia
12/11/15 Fletcher 
12/12/15 St. Thomas
12/12/15 Pace
12/18/15 Gainesville 
01/05/15 Florida High
01/07/15 Mosley
01/08/15 Wakulla
01/13/15 Districts Semi-Finals 
01/15/15 Districts Finals 
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W, 64-33
W, 63-37
W, 50-45
 L, 59-53
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W, 64-33
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W, 50-45
 L, 59-53
 L, 64-41
W, 59-41
 L, 32-31
 L, 57-41

 L, 1-0
W, 8-0 
W, 3-0
W, 3-2
 L, 3-0
W, 8-0
W, 8-0
W, 3-0
W, 6-1

Seniors commit to play 
baseball at FAMU

Seniors Russell Rauh and Nick Col-
lins have both committed to play baseball 
at Florida A&M University.

Both were seen by FAMU at a show-
case, and were contacted after being eval-
uated. The university had been in both of 
their minds, but neither expected to actu-
ally commit.

“I am so excited,” Rauh said. “I love 
Coach [Jamie] Shoupe. He’s a great guy 
and runs a tight ship. Everything he does 
is methodical and purposeful.”

Collins, a right-handed pitcher, will 
receive a full academic scholarship, with 
everything but housing included. 

“I’ve always been a pitcher,” Collins 
said. “Pitching is the only thing I was 
good at when I started.”

Both of the coaches at FAMU pitched 
in college, which is one thing that made 
the program so attractive to Collins who 
is hopeful their expertise will help him 
improve.

Rauh plays at both the catcher’s posi-
tion and first base, but he is hopeful to be 
catching at FAMU.

He also aspires to work his way into 
the batting lineup any way he can. He 
currently holds a career batting average 
of .443, which is well above the norm.

The two are extremely excited to be 
continuing their careers together, and 
have been playing together for years. 

“I love catching Nick,” Rauh said. 
“I’ve caught him for years and he is a 
great friend of mine. Any miscommuni-
cation we have can easily be worked out 
between us.”

Although their futures at FAMU are set, both play-
ers are making sure to put their energy and focus into the 
Lions’ upcoming season first.

Both have optimistic goals: making it to the playoffs 
and even the state championship, and helping lead the 
team. 

“I just want to focus on making sure everything gets 
done right to make the team the best it can be,” Collins 
said. 

It is clear that Rauh is one who leads by example, 
and is focused on putting the team first.

“I’m just gonna play as good as I can for my team,” 
Rauh said. “I just want to be the best player I can be, 
both on the field and in the dugout, for the program.”

Both players are excited for their last year, and can’t 
wait for one last season. 

“The biggest thing I probably love about baseball is 

Hannah Rodriguez
Sports Editor

just being in the dugout with my team,” Rauh said. “It’s 
a whole different atmosphere.

“You can’t even put it into words really. It’s just a 
different lifestyle, and I love it.”

While both players have clearly shown their talents, 
they both still have challenges that accompany their po-
sitions. 

“The hardest thing about pitching is repeating ma-
chanics over and over and throwing strikes,” Collins 
said.

For Rauh, however, the challenge is more mental 
than anything. 

“You have to be psyched into every pitch and know 
what to do in every situation,” Rauh said. “You can’t let 
yourself become complacent. 

The thought of continuing their baseball career to a 
professional level is prominent in both players’ minds.

W, 4-0
 L, 1-0
W, 7-1
W, 8-1

Senior Russell Rauh signs his Letter of Intent with Florida A&M University.
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Pitcher Nick Collins will play baseball for Florida A&M University.
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