
The Leon High Life
January 2017Vol. XCVII Issue 5 leonhighlife.com

The leading print and online news source for all things Leon since 1931

Neon Leon pep rally cut short
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School 
choice alters
regulations

Alumnus appointed to Florida 
Supreme Court

On Dec. 16, Governor Rick Scott an-
nounced his appointment of Leon alum-
nus Alan Lawson to the Florida Supreme 
Court.  Lawson, class of 1979, is only 
the second Leon graduate to serve on the 
Florida Supreme Court.  

“Judge Lawson has a 20-year track 
record,” Scott said. “He follows the rule 
of law, he’s already serving with honor 
and integrity [and he] builds good re-
lationships. He’s not going to legislate 
from the bench.”

Lawson served for the past ten years 
as a judge on the Fifth District Court 
of Appeal in Daytona Beach. He was 
appointed by Governor Jeb Bush and 
served most recently as Chief Judge. He 
previously served as a Circuit Judge in 
Orlando, Florida as well.

Lawson was born in Lakeland, Flor-
ida, but grew up in Tallahassee.  He re-
calls many fond memories of his years 
at Leon, including Friday night football 
with legendary head coach Gene Cox, 
pep rallies, Student Government Asso-
ciation and working on The Leon High 
Life as co-editor his senior year with 
Todd Smith. 

According to Lawson, he had unique 
experiences as a Leon High Life reporter 

and journalism 
student of Judy 
Steverson.  

“Alan took 
advantage of the 
fact that Leon 
stood almost in 
the shadow of 
Florida’s Capi-
tol, so he became 
a frequent visi-
tor to legislative 
offices where 
his interviewing 
skills were wide-
ly respected,” 
Steverson said.  

Lawson re-
calls how in the 
1970s there was 
little security at 
the Capitol and 
he could walk 
right up to the press secretary in the gov-
ernor’s office and have access to the gov-
ernor for interviews.  

“I remember catching Governor Bob 
Graham for an interview,” Lawson said. 
“He invited me to get dinner at Whata-
burger and ride in his limousine.” 

Lawson wrote about issues in the leg-
islature that directly impacted Leon such 
as funding for education. He also report-
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ed on hot topics of the time including the 
death penalty. 

Lawson’s reporting on Florida gov-
ernment did not happen by accident.  He 
spent many nights working alongside his 
classmates and Steverson who continu-
ally challenged her reporters.  

Steverson recalls how much integrity 
Alan had when writing stories. On the 

Former Leon student, Al Lawson, was appointed to the Florida Supreme 
Court by Rick Scott on Dec. 16.
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Please see LAWSON, page 12

With superintendent Rocky Hanna’s 
fresh entrance onto the school board, 
several new school calendar options 
have been weighed. The choices for this 
year are:

The Sadie Hawkins dance 
was revived last year by junior 
Victoria Carroll, and returned 
once again with new additions. 
For the first time ever, Sadie 
Hawkins had a spirit week, in-
cluding dress-up days and the 
Neon Leon Pep Rally on Friday, 
Jan. 20.

Although the pep rally orga-
nized by senior Amanda Willis 
cost much time and money, stu-
dents and faculty were greatly 
awaiting it. Unfortunately, the 
pep rally was cut short when 
several students broke the rules 
that Principal Billy Epting an-
nounced before the rally began.

Right after the marching 
band performed their first song, 
Epting came out to the center of 
the gym and announced that  the 
school day and pep rally were 
over due to several mosh pits in 
the junior and senior sections.

Epting was concerned for 

the safety of surrounding stu-
dents that were not participating 
in the mosh pit. 

Senior Jennifer Huynh, who 
had just been in a car accident 
that resulted in her breaking her 
pelvis, was knocked down the 

stairs.
Epting had to call an ambu-

lance for Huynh who ended up 
fracturing her pelvis in three ad-
ditional places.

The band, cheerleaders and  
dance team were not able to per-

form after Epting shut down the 
pep rally.

“We all had been practicing 
and getting outfits for months 
and when Principal Epting end-
ed the pep rally, it really made 
us feel almost broken because 

we could not dance,” dance 
team member Kaki Kirk said. 

“After spending that much 
money on costumes and time 
practicing the dance, it was un-
fair to us.”

The dance team purchased 
special outfits for the pep rally 
that glowed under the back-
lights. The cheerleaders also 
dressed up and put glow-in-the-
dark handprints on their legs so 
that they could be seen during 
their performance.

“Honestly, we were all pretty 
mad that we couldn’t perform,” 
cheerleader Madison Barfield 
said. “It was the competition 
team’s first time performing in 
front of the student body and 
we were excited to show off our 
hard work.”

Although the pep rally end-
ed early, it was a huge success. 
Many students even thought it 
was the best pep rally we have 
ever had.

Please see CALENDAR, page 4

Option 1: Keeps same basic 
calendars for school year 2016-
2017 (including Fall Holiday). 
(Ends first nine-weeks one week 
earlier to better balance first two-
nine weeks grading periods.)”

Option 2: Begins school year 
earlier in Aug. (on earliest allowed 
date), includes Fall Holiday, pro-
vides a full week (for teachers 
and students) for Thanksgiving 
Holidays, and ends school year 
(for students) after Memorial Day 
holiday.

Option 3: A blend of option 
1 and 2. Keeps same calendar as 
2016-17, include Fall Holiday, pro-
vides a full week (for teachers and 
students) for Thanksgiving Holi-
day, and ends school year (for stu-
dents) on June 1st.
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For the first time, the Sadie Hawkins dance included a  spirit week that concluded with the Neon Leon pep rally.

Please see SADIES, page 12
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The burden of the phrase “acting white” 
Sitting at the Dr. Martin Luther King 

Jr. Dreamers and Doers awards ceremo-
ny a few weeks ago, I realized that I was 
one of approximately five white students 
being recognized. This was probably one 
of the first times in my life that I have felt 
like I was in the minority.

I was honored to be nominated by 
Leon as someone following in the foot-
steps of King, but as the day went on, I 
couldn’t get out of my head how many ra-
cial divides I still encounter. This award 
ceremony across Leon County celebrat-
ed such a variety of students. Why am I 
still not seeing that diversity represented 
in my many communities and activities?

As an African American student and junior class 
president, I’ve habitually pondered why I strain myself 
to be involved in any activity that I can allot time for. I 
have devoted myself to anything that I am tasked with 
and I’ve always prized my ability to be unapologeti-
cally, boldly black and exceptionally intelligent. 

There have been several points in my life where 
I’ve been deemed “acting white” because I speak in 
a manner that utilizes correct grammatical structure 
and pronunciation of words rather than “ebonics.” 
This phrase has been used ample times to describe my 
higher level of intelligence as well as my attitude. 

At one point when I was a younger child, I at-
tempted to “act black” which was in accordance with 
the standards set by students around me. This trans-
lated into being loud, rambunctious and using slang as 

Even in the Leon Student Govern-
ment meeting, I look around at the lead-
ers representing the student body and see 
just six black representatives. 

Six out of 64 members. 9 percent. 
I believe that the 40 percent minority 
population that attends Leon should be 
represented by a 40 percent minority 
population across all areas. 

These stark realities present in my 
day to day life lead me to questions and 
conversations. 

I find myself reading and research-
ing. I was sent an article by teacher Jen-
nifer Roady-Lawson that is titled, “Why 
a Skinny Black Nerd became the Coolest 
Man on the Planet.” 

What caught my attention from 

this article was the “reality” that writ-
er Damon Young spoke of. He said 
that his life was quite contrary to the 
“prevailing cultural narrative about 
black people devaluing intellect and 
education.” 

This statement intrigued me. I 
have never personally made the as-
sumption that race has any relation-
ship to intellect or professional abil-
ity, but I have certainly heard stories 
of students who experience similar 
situations. 

Young said, “Those of us engaged 
in academics and choosing to proper-
ly conjugate verbs have been accused 
of ‘acting white.’ ”

opposed to correct English. 
I finally came to the realization that I am more 

than what I am restraining myself to be. Friends who 
don’t support you in your endeavor to be greater each 
day aren’t truly your friends and so long as I allow this 
stigma of acting “black” or “white” to define me, the 
existence of this attitude in society will never dissipate.

At that juncture, I set out to prove that you can be 
intelligent, classy, cool and still have melanin in your 
skin. 

It is times that I have endured this that I am re-
minded of a quote by President Barack Obama: “We 
can judge our progress by the courage of our questions 
and the depth of our answers and our willingness to 
embrace what is true rather than what feels good.”

The question in my mind is, why do we associ-
ate intelligence, acumen and a sense of formality with 
being white and ineptitude, incivility and impoliteness 
with being black?

This attitude is an ignorant folly. And ignorance 
is not a virtue. I wake up each day with a subliminal 
determination to prove that an African American can 
be so much more than the confines that we place upon 
ourselves. 

I had a former senior at Leon “realistically” tell me 
that I had only a small chance of being elected junior 
class president because the students would most likely 
elect the white girl. 

I was nearly warped into believing this. I proved 
that notion wrong. I was told that you form longer last-
ing relationships through playing sports. I proved that 
notion wrong. I was told that I could only “act white” 
to go far and I have boldly proved that notion wrong. 

I do not allow any walls to confine me because 
when there are no walls nor ceilings, your only re-
straint is yourself.

I, however, have hope that all students will realize 
that being yourself is how we move forward. 

The first person I thought to talk 
to was junior Landon Coles. 

This year, he and I have been 
lucky to form a relationship in which 
impacting and moving Leon forward 
is at the forefront of our conversa-
tions. 

He instantly shared his first-hand 
experience with these racial inquisi-
tions and stereotypes. Together, we 
have embarked to hear and share as 
many stories as we can. 

One of my favorite speakers and 
authors, Chimamanda Ngozi Adichie 
said, “To fully engage with a person 
or people, you must first fully engage 
with all of their stories.”

Personality is not black and white
Landon Coles

Guest Writer

“Being told that I ‘act white’ feels very offensive, 
like people are trying to criticize me for wanting 
to challenge myself in my academics or for con-
versing with a wide spectrum of ethnicities, not just 
with the black race. I was taught not to separate 
yourself based upon past racial encounters from 

when I was little.”
Arianna Rollins, Class of 2018

“Many times that I’ve introduced myself to a 
teacher in the beginning of a school year, their 
first reaction was ‘Oh, you are so well spoken,’ 
as if I was supposed to talk in slang and Ebonics. 
I don’t feel that speaking proper is synonymous 
with being white. Being described as ‘ghetto’ 
doesn’t have to mean you’re black. Often times 
in the black community, people act like they are 
either for you or against you. This may be be-
cause they feel like we are leaving them behind 
because we value intellect, or because they don’t 

feel as comfortable as I do.”
Caldwell Harris, Class of 2017

 “When I was younger I switched schools a 
lot because my classmates would torment me 
about ‘acting white’ and talking like a ‘white 
girl.’ It got so bad that during sixth grade I 

didn’t say a word at school for four months.”
Kayla Lewis, Class of 2018

“I do believe there is a racial division at Leon. I am 
one of four black people in my Advanced Place-
ment US history class of 34. You usually see black 
people in the lower level classes which is quite sad. 
I believe they are in lower level classes because 
they have never been promoted to try harder and 
work smarter. I think a lot of young black people 

have been told, “It’s okay, it’s just enough.” 
Kelsey Gilmore, Class of 2018

“I feel as though Leon is not separated. I believe 
everyone is equal and every crowd of students 
I see is a mixed group of blacks, whites and all 

ethnicities.”
Tiannah White, Class of 2018

“In middle school I was bullied and called ‘Oreo’ 
because everyone thought I was black on the 

outside and white on the inside. I think the dis-
tinction between ‘acting white’ and ‘acting black’ 
is more a distinction between people who have 
been protected and privileged throughout their 

lives and those who haven’t.”
Doherty Guirand, Class of 2018

“I’ve been told I ‘act white’ because of how prop-
er my speech is, some of the songs I like and 
because I don’t fit society’s description of your 
average ‘black kid.’ There are some people—in-
cluding my friends—who have preconceived be-
liefs about others before they even get to know 
them. In passing conversations, some of my 
peers are shocked at how well my grades are and 
even more shocked at the fact that a black kid 

can achieve that.”
Justin Peter, Class of 2017

The following quotes are from African-American upperclassmen who voiced their perspectives concerning racial stereotypes.

Caroline Kirk
Editorial Writer 
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There are numerous American 
traditions I would like to get rid of, and 
the Sadie Hawkins dance is just one of 
them.

On one hand, the dance is just a 
fun way to spend time with friends and 
significant others. 

In that sense, I have no issues with it.
Where I draw the line is when it is 

stated that Sadie Hawkins somehow 
contributes to the empowerment of girls 
in our society.

If anything, dedicating an entire 
dance to the act of girls asking boys 
places a distinct separation between 
Sadie Hawkins and other dances. 

The goal is for girls to feel 
comfortable asking boys to any dance not 
just Sadie Hawkins.  

From the start, Sadie Hawkins was 
not created for empowering women. 

Sadie Hawkins originated from a 
cartoon called Li’l Abner where Sadie 
was the unbecoming daughter of a settler. 

By the age of 35, Sadie still had no 
suitors so her father organized a foot race 
and invited all the single men in the town. 

Whoever was caught by Sadie first 
had to marry her. 

The writer of Li’l Abner, Al Capp, 
according to the biography Al Capp: 
A Life to the Contrary by Michael 
Schumacher, was actually accused of 
being a womanizer and misogynist (as 
evident from his offensive cartoon). 

According to Life magazine, over 

200 colleges held Sadie Hawkins events 
two years after the introduction of Capp’s 
cartoon.

 By 1952 over 40,000 venues 
were holding dances, according  to 
westernhemisphere.org. 

Eighty years later, we still celebrate 
this dance which stemmed from the 
mockery of unconventionally attractive 
women.  

Since then the purpose of the dance 
has definitely changed, but the stigma 
has stayed the same. 

I am not saying we should get rid 
of Sadie Hawkins, but before it can be 
called a modern dance it needs to be 
restructured.

“Today, gender roles are being 
broken so it’s losing its use,” sophomore 
Lily Snowden said. 

In our culture, it has now become 
more acceptable for women to step up 
and complete tasks that men typically 
perform. 

Holding an entire dance just to give 
girls the opportunity to ask out others is 
not empowering and totally unnecessary. 

Women have made changes in 
society through pushing limits and 
surviving challenging situations, not by 
participating in 80 -year-old dances with 
sexist origins. 

Furthermore, Sadie Hawkins’ girls-
ask-boys theme does nothing to include 
gay couples. 

This forces gay couples to assign 
themselves to gender roles which does 
not contribute to progress in this society 
where being straight is still considered 
the norm. 

The idea of a Sadie Hawkins dance 
may have been remotely progressive 
back in the mid-twentieth century, but 
now its ideals are very much behind. 

 Why limit the expectation of girls 
asking others to one dance? 

Instead, we should encourage girls 
to do this at any dance and not just when 
they are expected to do so.

We should convert Sadie Hawkins 
dances into neutral dances with no strict 
expectations or limitations. 

Students would be able to ask 
whoever they want, regardless of their 
gender. 

This way the dance would be more 
inclusive towards non-heterosexual 
couples.  

The limitations that come with 
Sadie Hawkins just mimic the social 
limitations we are so used to living with. 

Getting rid of any sort of 
expectations, would truly be modern and 
progressive. 

In the end, we have bigger problems 
to worry about in our country, let alone 
in the world, than Sadie Hawkins 
dances. The gender wage gap is just one 
example. 

Nevertheless, I believe that every 
oppressive situation for women, no 
matter how minute or trivial, is somehow 
related to each other. 

By abolishing one of those practices, 
we are making it easier to overcome 
others. Our society has advanced 
significantly since the 1930s, it is time 
our traditions start reflecting that. 

Sadie Hawkins originated from the comic by Li’l Abner in which Sadie Hawkins and her 
father are discussing how to find her a suitor.

photo courtesy of whats2hot.com

Sadie Hawkins dances do not 
empower women

Maya Levy
Editorial Editor

I recently sprained my ankle at vol-
leyball practice pretty badly. I walked on 
crutches for almost a week and I can hon-
estly say it was a terrible experience.

Not only did my shoulder, back and 
neck hate me, but getting around Leon 
isn’t exactly an easy thing to do.

Ramps are so spread out around the 
buildings that you have to skirt the school 
to avoid the stairs.

There also is no elevator in the Net-
tles Building, which means students have 
to walk around the building to get to the 
second floor, which isn’t exactly the most 
convenient thing to do when it’s raining 
outside.

The elevator in the main building is 
so far from a large part of the main build-

ing, getting to class on time is nearly im-
possible. 

It becomes easier to just try and hop 
up the stairs on one foot or crawl.

However. Leon does meet all the fed-
eral guidelines for the Americans with 
Disabilities Act (ADA).

That is not to say, however, that Leon 
is set up to be the most handicap friendly 
school.

 The building was built in 1937 when 
there was no guidelines for handicap ac-
cess. 

We are built on a hill, and the school 
being three stories  tall doesn’t help. 

Not to mention, financially, it is al-
most unreasonable how expensive it is to 
make structural changes to the school.

The ramp connecting the parking lot 
to the old gym cost the school $50,000.

There are many things Principal Bil-

ly Epting would like to do to make the 
school more accessible.

“I would love to put an elevator in the 
nettles building,” Epting said. 

“I would also put one in the main 
building so it’s not such a far walk to the 
elevator from the other side of the build-
ing.”

Epting must also consider the fact 
that there isn’t an abundance of handi-
capped people at Leon, so it is hard to try 
and make changes for the possibility of 
students getting hurt. 

“A school like Gretchen-Everheart is 
obviously better equipped and more ac-
cessible than Leon,” Epting said. “There 
is a very small percentage of students 
here who are handicapped.

“However, the district has made ev-
ery effort to make the school as acces-
sible as possible.”

The crutch life is not for me UPCOMING EVENTS
WINTERFEST
Feb. 3

GRAD BASH TICKETS ON SALE
Feb. 6 

BLACK HISTORY PROGRAM
Feb. 7

TEACHER TALENT SHOW
Feb. 9, 6:30 p.m.

LEON DANCE MARATHON
Feb. 11, 5-11 p.m.

CANNED FOOD DRIVE
Feb. 13-March 3

BLOOD DRIVE
Feb. 20

Hannah Rodriguez
Sports Editor
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Senior experiences new culture 
in Sweden

Marshall makes a difference in Ghana
After a full year of preparation, ju-

nior Rosie Marshall’s dream of going on 
a mission trip came true when she landed 
in the Kotoka International Airport in 
Accra, Ghana. 

Last Christmas, Marshall found 
herself in a conversation with Dr. Seth 
Ablordeppey, the Head of Pharmaceuti-
cal at FAMU. 

He had recently been planning to 
take a team on a mission trip to several 
villages in Ghana, and asked if Marshall 
would like to join him.

“I’ve always wanted to go on a mis-
sion trip,” Marshall said. “And this situ-
ation just sort of fell into my hands, so I 
went for it.”

The team, which consisted of six 
people, took the brutal 24-hour plane 
ride to Accra, Ghana, where they stayed 
in Ablordeppey’s cousin’s home. 

The home contained most of the lux-
uries that many people enjoy in America, 
such as running water and indoor plumb-
ing.

However, the ramshackle huts in the 
villages that the team performed mission 
work in appeared a stark contrast to that 
of the comfortable home in Accra.

Throughout her time, Marshall 
worked in three different villages: 
Dalive, Kpe Kpo and Agordome. 

The team’s primary purpose was to 

Over winter break, senior Faith Bruner took her first 
trip out of the country. Experiencing the culture and tra-
ditions of Sweden led Bruner to questioning and intro-
spection about her life and the speed of America.

Making a quick transition from the rush of New York 
City to the leisurely pace of the cities in Sweden, Sunne 
and Stockholm, Bruner experienced culture shock.

Sunne is a more rural town where Bruner and her 
two friends, Laura Johnson and Erin Peace, stayed with 
her Bruner’s sister Sally Höjer, Höjer’s husband and 
their family.

“I specifically relate to the atmosphere in Europe,” 
Bruner said. 

“We could take some ideas from how they live in 
Sweden and slow everything down a little. Its not fast 
everything over there like it is in America.” 

Bruner later visited Stockholm, which is the capital 
of Sweden that spans across 14 islands. She went with 
Höjer to sightsee and visit a family friend.

“We went to the Nordic Museum, seeing all the 
Swedish customs and traditions,” Bruner said.

They also had their friend show them around Gamla 
Stan, which is the old town of Stockholm. It is a popular 
tourist spot that has lots of museums, restaurants, and 
stores.

While in Sweden, Bruner encountered many aspects 
of the Swedish culture that she wouldn’t have thought 
would be different from American culture.

According to Bruner, even the children in Sweden 
knew at least some English, as it is common for people 
in Europe to know English as well as their native lan-

EmmaLea Reed
Double Truck Editor

Cristina Williams
News Editor

provide medical services to the village 
people, who typically had very little ac-
cess to a doctor’s attention.

Marshall aided in setting up medical 
stations, where they took the villagers 
blood pressure, performed physicals and 
provided the elderly with glasses. 

Her main task was to pass out vita-
mins and blood sugar medicine.

“The people were so grateful,” Mar-
shall said. “They loved everything that 

we gave them, because it was something 
that they could call their own.”

The village’s only source of water 
came from a single river, where they 
drank and bathed. 

Their homes were made up of shacks 
that had absolutely none of the things 
that are enjoyed in many American 
households.

Kafui Ablordeppey accompanied 
Marshall on the mission trip, and got to 

experience the different lives that these 
villagers lived.

“The trip just really put into perspec-
tive how blessed we are to stress our-
selves out about our own trivial lives,” 
Kafui said.

Marshall was fascinated by the fact 
that, although the village was rundown 
and poor, most everyone had a Samsung 
phone. 

The idea that technology was ex-
ceedingly available, but the people lived 
in shacks, bewildered her.

One of the most inspiring moments 
that Marshall experienced came when 
she had the opportunity to play soccer 
with a few of the village’s children. 

“It was just mind-boggling that even 
though we didn’t share the same lan-
guage, we could share something as sim-
ple as soccer,” Marshall said.

Traveling to this exotic African coun-
try fueled Marshall’s desire to continue 
finding joy in helping other people, and 
making a difference in their lives by 
showering them with love.

In the future, Marshall is considering 
doing a gap year in order to continue this 
type of mission work. 

Working with the children of Ghana 
ignited a passion in her soul to make a 
difference by simply showing others that 
she cares about them. 

“This type of work was placed on my 
heart,” Marshall said. “We’re so well off 
here in America, and we need to spread 
the blessings we have.”

                   photo courtesy of Faith Bruner 
Faith Bruner and her sister, Sally Bruner, on the metro on the 
way to the airport.

                    photo courtesy of Rosie Marshall
Marshall got to spend a great deal of her time in Ghana playing with the young children of 
the villages.

guage. 
“In America, students may take a language for over 

three years and still not be able to speak it,” Bruner said. 
“In Sweden, everyone cherishes the fact that they speak 
English...that really inpired me.”

Something else that surprised Bruner about Swe-
den was how everything was smaller in comparison 
to America. She said that their everyday items such as 
refrigerators and juice cartons were smaller than they 
would have been in America.

While in Sweden, Bruner got to experience and 
learn about all of the different traditions they had.

“My favorite part about the trip was being able to 
experience all the Swedish culture,” Bruner said.

Bruner especially liked the traditional Christmas 
dinner and noticing how different it was from her own.

“CALENDAR,” from page 1 
The school board sends out a survey of these op-

tions to get feedback on what works best with every-
one’s schedule.

“I’ve sent it out to our staff members and parents 
and the district advisor will meet and make a recom-
mendation to the school board,” Principal Billy Epting 
said. “This is a standard procedure for every year, and 
so far, option three has gotten the most points in favor.” 

The only downside to the third option is that Winter 
Break would be shorter.

“I lean towards the third option because for me 
teaching seniors, I don’t have that many days in the 
spring, so I’m constantly having to push work faster,” 
government teacher Polly McAuliffee said. “For me this 
would make teaching the fall term and spring term the 
same amount of time.”

“I prefer not to start too early in August because I 
think students and teachers need the entire summer,” 
McAuliffe said.

As for school choice, the state legislator enacted a 
law that allows students to go to any school they want. 
Students are even allowed to switch if they live in a dif-
ferent district if that school has room. This has forced 
districts to come up with a plan to identify what is the 
maximum number each school can hold. 

For the past five years, Leon has been over capacity. 
“We have more people chose to come to Leon more 

than any other school in the district,” Epting said.
School choice started due to students who felt that-

where they live limits their education opportunities.
Some believed that it was unfair to have to attend low-
grade school because of their school zone. 

Those who are currently at Leon due to school 
choice are able to stay.  Now, Leon will have less space 
for new people to transfer in due to school choice. How-
ever, students that are zoned for Leon will be able to 
attend regardless of how many students are enrolled.
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Flying high: Stapp the in‘tents’ circus performer

Senior Triston Stapp is accustomed 
to aerial acrobatics and lighting people 
on fire.

These are only some of the thrilling 
performances that Stapp participates in 
due to being a part of the Florida State 
University Flying High Circus. 

He works and performs at a camp 
located in northern Pennsylvania called 
Camp Lohikan and has previous circus 
experience practicing with his family.

When asked about how he found his 
way into this type of performance, Stapp 
accredited his family. He also said that 
there’s no real official program for cir-
cus, and that it’s just one of those things 
that you have to find yourself in.

According to Camp Lohikan’s web-
site, the camp is “directed by circus pro-
fessionals who have the experience and 
training to teach the skills to safely per-
form all of the circus activities” that are 
available. 

Stapp certainly fits the bill with his 
previous experience and training. While 
referring to his various experiences in 
the circus, Stapp reflected on some of the 
things that he has done.

“Setting people on fire is one of the 
few things that I can say in my job de-
scription,” Stapp said. 

Stapp’s father, Nate Stapp, is the As-
sociate Director for the FSU Flying High 
Circus.

According to the FSU Flying High 
Circus website, the program is an elec-
tive course. This means that you can 
choose to take the elective and not join 
the circus. To join the circus you would 
have to apply separately and currently be 
a “degree-seeking student” at FSU.

Nate coaches those who have joined 
the circus, preparing them for their vari-
ous performances throughout the year. 

“I deal with the administrative side 
of running the program and the coach-
ing,” Nate said. “I also hire employees 
and physically run the summer camp 
here.” 

According to Triston, Nate coaches 
a lot of the more dangerous acts. These 
acts often take place high up in the air, 
varying from the trapeze to the teeter-
board. 

Similarly to what Nate coaches, Tris-
ton’s specialties, teeterboard and adagio, 
partially take place in the air.

“A teeterboard is like a seesaw on 
steroids,” Triston said. “One person will 

stand on one side of the board and on 
the other side of the board you have an-
other person jump. The person who was 
standing will get launched into the air 
where they’ll do flips.”

 The person in the air will either land 
on a mat or someone’s shoulders. They 
are usually able to have a tower of three 
people and launch an additional person 
on top of them.

Adagio is a type of acrobatics that 
is performed with a partner. The ada-
gio pair consists of a flier and a base. 
Throughout the performance, the base 
will hold the flier up as the flier is bal-
anced in the air.

Triston recognizes the difficulty of 
these types of acrobatics but said that 

Kesi Jackson
Staff Writer

Senior embraces marital tradition
Nadaley Jones

Staff Writer

Marriage is a part of life 
that may seem uncertain for 
some, but not for senior Ram-
lah Mahboob. In fact, this 
monumental decision has been 
set in stone since even before 
she was born. 

After the completion of her 
high school or university edu-
cation, Mahboob will marry a 
man of her parents’ choice. 

Four months ago, senior 
Ramlah Mahboob immigrated 
to the United States from Paki-
stan, where she lived with her 
mother and father. 

After coming to the United 
States, she moved in with her 
grandmother and grandfather 
on her father’s side of the fam-
ily and began attending Leon 
High school. 

Mahboob stresses that 
“forced marriage” is not the 
correct term. Her family and 
her culture look down upon 
that. 

Instead, she will one day 
be in an arranged marriage. 

This simply means that 
when she is ready to marry upon 
the completion of her education, 
her parents will look through a 
pool of suitors and other males 
who are ready to be married off. 

They will then choose the 
best match they see fit for her. 
Mahboob and her match will 
become engaged, and may stay 
that way until they decide to of-
ficially marry. 

If they do not decide to mar-
ry, the engagement is broken off 
and another match is searched 
for. 

To the surprise of many 
people, Mahboob is enthusiastic 
and a supporter of the tradition. 

“It’s exciting,” Mahboob 
said. “I’ve never been in a re-
lationship before. My parents 
don’t allow me to date. It’s hon-
estly exciting to me and I look 
forward to it.” 

According to Mahboob, she 
is such a huge supporter of ar-
ranged marriages because she 
believes they last longer and are 
truly more successful. 

Divorce is frowned upon in 
Mahboob’s culture, so there is 

incentive to stay in the marriage 
rather than face disapproval 
from family and the whole com-
munity. 

“In an arranged marriage 
it is not based on something as 
petty as the emotion of love,” 
Mahboob said. “People fall in 
and out of love every day and 
that is not something strong 
enough to base a commitment 
like marriage on.

“In an arranged marriage, 
aspects of marriage such as 
responsibility, duty and com-
mitment are focused on and it 
allows the relationship to last 
longer and, in many cases, love 
comes later on for the couple.”

All of the women in her fam-
ily were placed into arranged 
marriages, and they have been 
successful and happy following 
the decision.

This gives Mahboob hope 
and a positive outlook on the 
tradition. 

“Arranged marriage is the 
only plausible choice,” Rabia 
Mahboob, Ramlah’s mother, 
said. “It appears, to many peo-
ple in their passionate years so 

they grudgingly accept it.
“However, if search and at-

tainment of happiness is the 
major reason to marry, then go 
by the following principle: Hap-
piness is only real when it is 
shared. Arranged marriage de-
cisions are shared decisions to 
a greater degree than love mar-
riage decisions.”

Mahboob also said that she 
does believe her parents know 
her best, and she trusts them to 
pick a suitable match for her 
that in the long run will not only 

benefit her, but also her family.
“I think that people here are 

too young for these relation-
ships,” Mahboob said. “Eighty 
percent of high school relation-
ships don’t last, and I feel there 
is no point entering a relation-
ship you’ll regret later. 

“Then there is the issue of 
premarital sex, which I com-
pletely oppose. You will always 
regret something, and regret-
ting the loss of your virginity to 
someone you’re not going to be 
with forever can be a very trau-
matizing thing.”

performing in the circus is about ability. 
If you’re able to do the performance your 
size and strength will not hold you back.

Prior to becoming one of the direc-
tors of the FSU Circus, Nate was a per-
former. 

He performed in the Flying Trapeze 
Act which has traveled to places as far as 
England. 

Throughout the Flying High Circus’s 
history, they have travelled all over the 
world, gaining recognition and prestige. 

Triston also travels with his family 
during the summer to work other circus 
jobs. He runs and teaches rock climbing 
at Camp Lohikan. 

“I teach kids how to climb on arti-
ficial rock walls but I prefer real rock 
walls myself,” Triston said. 

After he graduates from Leon, Tris-
ton plans on hiking the Appalachian 
Trail. 

After working for part of the sum-
mer, he’ll begin his hike. They will start 
in northern New York and end in Geor-
gia. He plans on beginning college in 
January so he will have plenty of time to 
finish his hike.

Triston says that it feels like he’s 
been preparing for this for his whole life, 
having gained plenty of experience in the 
mountains and woods at Camp Lohikan. 

While hiking, he expects to have lim-
ited contact with people back home and 
limited usage of technology.

When he gets back, he plans to at-
tend TCC to get a paralegal certifica-
tion, which could eventually lead to law 
school. 

When asked if he would participate 
in the circus program at FSU, he said, 
“I’m going to be in it when I attend FSU. 
I’m not sure if I’ll do it afterwards as a 
career.”

Triston Stapp practicing on the trapeze in his backyard. 
photo courtesy of Triston Stapp

Shown from Left to Right: Mohisha Mahmoud, Rimsha Mahboob, Ram-
lah Maboob, Mariyah Mahmoud, Momina Mahmoud, Farah Mahboob.

photo courtesy of Ramlah Mahboob
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TESTING THE STUDENT BODY’S CONSCIENCE

Toilet Paper 
Incident  

Holding the door 
for others

If the idea of having toilet paper stuck to the bottom of your 
shoe seems embarrassing, try having it come out of your pants. 
This experiment tested how bystanders would react when a 
person is placed in an embarrassing situation. Leon High Life 
staff member Caroline Dempsey hung toilet paper out of the 
back of her pants and perused through the halls between 
classes to test whether or not her fellow students would stop to 
speak up about the toilet paper.

A collection of social experiments by the Leon High Life Staff

I find myself naturally holding the door for people. I love 
watching the people pass and greeting them with a smile, but 
until I decided to participate in this social experiment, I had 
never considered the impact I often make and the lack of thanks 
I receive. 

This project was based solely on whether I received a “thank 
you” or any verbal response while standing and holding the 
door on the first floor level exit from the main building, leading 
to Tennessee St. and the bus ramp. 

I was surprised to receive only nine “thank-you’s” out of the 
58 people who walked through the door I was holding. I didn’t 
just sit there holding it all nonchalantly. I stood up straight, fac-
ing each person with a huge grin. 

I am not offended by this lack of response and thanks. I 
understand that we don’t always pay attention and we can even 
become desensitized to acts of kindness. Personally, I choose to 
hold the door whenever it’s convenient for me. And when I am 
not participating in this experiment, I probably don’t even do it 
very often. 

I do think it is important that we each show thanks for the 
simple kindness that is shared around campus. My role model, 
Rachel Joy Scott had a theory that “if one person goes out of 
their way to show compassion then it can start a chain reaction 
of the same.”

When the question arose as to who would be comfortable 
with having toilet paper hanging from their pants in order to 
test bystanders’ reactions, I was more than willing. Because 
I have become comfortable in this school over the past four 
years, I was positive that the first person that saw me would 
stop me, take the toilet paper out and I would quickly thank 
them, enduring only a second of embarrassment.

However, this was not the case. I was shocked to find that 
in the three trials performed, I was not stopped a single time 
to be told that I had toilet paper hanging from my pants. The 
first trial appeared to be a possible fluke, so the next trial I 
made sure the toilet paper was even longer and more obvious 
to those who saw me from behind. But still, no one said any-
thing.

My initial response to this was disappointment, as I hoped 
that my peers would have the courtesy to say something. How-
ever, I then thought of the many reasons as to why something 
wouldn’t have been said. First, not only would that scenario 
bring embarrassment to me, but it could be potentially embar-
rassing to stop a person you didn’t know and raise awareness 
to such a sensitive area.

On the other hand, the optimist in me chooses to believe 
that maybe those behind me didn’t see the toilet paper hang-
ing from my pants.

Holding the door for others is thought to be a polite ges-
ture that people should naturally do out of civility. In this ex-
periment, we tested how many people would respond with a 
simple “thank you” to staff member Caroline Kirk, who held 
the door for them. Kirk ran multiple trials to discover just how 
politely the students at our school would react.

Maribeth McClenny

Out of 223 trials, 31 of the students said thank you and 192 students did not 
respond.

Kesi Jackson

Senior Caroline Dempsey walked around the hallway between classes with toi-
let paper coming out of her pants to see if students reacted to it.

-Caroline Kirk-Caroline Dempsey
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TESTING THE STUDENT BODY’S CONSCIENCE

Taking a fall in 
the hall

Dropping Dollar 
Bills

In our experiment, we dropped money on the ground to see 
how people would react.

Our goal was to test whether people would pick it up and 
give it back to us, take it for themselves or just ignore it. 

The results surprised us overwhelmingly. Almost every time 
we conducted the experiment, the money was returned back to 
us. People even ran to catch up with us to give us the money. 
However, during two trials, the money was stolen.

Honestly, what was most surprising was comparing other 
peoples’ reactions to our response. 

If we saw someone drop money in the hall, we would most 
likely pass by and continue on our way to class, which is what 
we expected others to do. 

The experiment opened our eyes to the fact that students 
and people in general are more helpful than we originally 
thought. It made us want to lend a helping hand whenever pos-
sible. 

Many adults like to say that we are the rudest generation, 
but we would like to disagree. These trials have shown us how 
kind and honorable our generation truly is.

We encourage everyone to make an effort to be more help-
ful. Even something that may seem insignificant, such as picking 
up a dollar bill when someone drops it, can make someone’s 
day a little bit better.

A collection of social experiments by the Leon High Life Staff

Gray Kinch

Senior Sella Kinch falls walking up the stairs, dropping the newspapers she had 
been carrying.

Over the past few weeks, I have spent my time flinging my-
self up and down stairs at Leon. 

Throughout my four years at this school, I have noticed how 
disastrous a binder explosion can be on the narrow staircases. 

I thought of a special segment in this social experiment in 
which I fell and dropped papers right when the bell rang. 

The goal was to test whether students would stop and help 
me or simply rush past me in order to make it to class on time. 

The first time I did this, rather dangerously on the main stairs 
at lunch, I had five students ask me if I was okay. 

However, my Spanish notes from freshman year suffered 
from a multitude of dirty footprints as I struggled to pick them 
up by myself. 

The second trial’s outcome was similar. Three students 
helped me get up, while another picked up some old issues of 
the Leon High Life. 

The last trial, I threw myself across the stairs right at the end 
of the school day. 

I was surprised to have seven people help pick me up and 
gather my papers. 

All in all, I was pleasantly amazed to find how caring the stu-
dents were. 

Several people immediately went to my aid, something that 
strangely has not been expected of people my age.  

Finding money on the ground is a pleasant surprise for 
many high school students, but when the money clearly be-
longs to someone else, it becomes a matter of honor. Staff 
members Caroline Sipple and Christna Hoffman decided to 
figure out just how many people would return the money 
they dropped.  During lunch, Sipple and Hoffman walked 
around campus dropping dollar bills where other students 
could clearly see them. 

It’s happened to the best of us; the stairs of Leon provide 
a perfect opportunity to make a fool of yourself by taking a 
clumsy fall. Leon High Life staff member Sella Kinch faked mul-
tiple falls throughout the halls, while dropping all of the books 
and papers that she held. The goal of this experiment was to 
discover if someone, if anyone, would take time out of their 
walk to class to help Kinch pick up her fallen school supplies, or 
if the bystander effect would take place.

Maribeth McClenny

Out of seven trials, four students gave the money back, and three students did 
not.

-Sella Kinch -Christna Hoffman and Caroline Sipple
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Junior chases career in animation
Ava Jackson
Features Editor

Laura Pichard-Murphy said. 
“Especially now as his pencil 
and paper drawings take 3D 
shape and movement.” 

Murphy hopes to attend the 
University of Central Florida 
to get his Bachelor degree and 
then the Savannah College of 
Art and Design for his Masters  
degree. 

Highly intrigued with the 
science of animation, junior Eli 
Murphy recently finished an in-
ternship at Sachs Media Group 
where he learned about design-
ing logos and publications. 

“The internship was my 
first time really working with 
other people,” Murphy said. 
“So participating in that collab-
orative work flow was different 
and enlightening.”

To further his experience, 
Murphy got a $2,000 scholar-
ship to attend a camp over the 
summer by entering one of his 
demo reels. 

“It’s interesting to get to 
talk to people with the same 
interests as you,” Murphy said. 
“It’s such a nice feeling that you 
don’t often encounter to deeply 
connect with the people who do 
the same thing as you daily.” 

Currently, Murphy is creat-
ing videos and animations as a 
free-lance job. 

“I like to sell myself so I’ll 
do demo reels and video mon-
tages for advertisements,” Mur-
phy said  

To create a character, Mur-

phy has to draw the animation 
in multiple perspectives and 
use it as a model while he’s de-
signing a 3D object. 

Once he has the object, he 
can make a “skeleton” which is 
the base of the character. 

“Basically you have to start 
from scratch if it’s a complex 
character,” Murphy said.  “You 
could also do it entirely from 
memory and go straight to the 
3D space and sculpt some-
thing.” 

Murphy’s favorite thing 
about animating is seeing the 
finished result. 

“At first you just start out 
with a simple static object 
which is cool but when you see 
it come too life it’s incredibly 
gratifying,” Murphy said

When he was younger, 
Murphy dreamed of designing 
newspaper cartoons.

 “I remember I was reading 
Calvin and Hobbs and decided 
that was what I wanted to do,” 
Murphy said. “But then  I real-
ized I wanted to find new way 
to tell stories. It happened to be 
animations.” 

Murphy’s inspiration is 
John Lasseter, the Chief Cre-
ative Officer for Pixar. His 

favorite animated movies are 
Wall-E and The Incredibles. 

“The Incredibles had great 
visual storytelling,” Murphy 
said. “Wall-E was really in-
teresting because Pixar pulled 
off something that’s almost 
unheard of in filmmaking. The 
whole first half hour had no 
dialogue but still told a story, 
which made it interesting to 
me.”   

Murphy does 3D motion 
and design with a software 
called Blender. 

He learned how to use this 
software by trial and error and 
also by continuously watching 
multiple YouTube videos. 

With his mom being a 
graphic designer and his dad 
specializing in audio engineer-
ing, Murphy’s parents are very 
supportive of what he does. 

“My parents guided me in 
the right direction but anima-
tion is pretty much my own 
thing now,” Murphy said. 

In elementary and middle 
school, Murphy used to get in 
trouble for drawing and doo-
dling in class. 

“It’s been interesting to see 
his illustrations evolve through 
the years,” Murphy’s mother, 

He plans to major in anima-
tions to prepare him for   a ca-
reer in that field. 

Murphy wishes to eventu-
ally intern during college and 
move to California. After build-
ing an impressive portfolio and  
resume, he would like to apply 
for a job at Pixar. 

     photo courtesy of Eli Murphy
Murphy created an animation video for freshman orientation.

Buy an ad in the paper or online.
Looking for a way to advertise? 

Come to room 226 or contact our Editors-in-chief
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Senior finds confidence

Hannah Rodriguez
Sports Editor

Hannah Rodriguez
Sports Editor

According to an article from 
U.S. News, the number of gym 
memberships greatly increased 
in the first two weeks of Janu-
ary.

However, a U.S. govern-
ment survey from WJHG News 
shows that only 75 percent of 
people who buy memberships 
will last a week. 64 percent 
will make it a month. Only 46 
percent will make it to the six-
month mark.

If this doesn’t prove that 
New Year’s resolutions are a 
waste of time, then I don’t know 
what will.

Don’t get me wrong, the idea 
behind resolutions are great. 

The fact that people see 
room for improvement in their 
lives and make a goal to better  
themselves is admirable.

However, I am a firm be-
liever in the fact that if you truly 
wanted to make a change, you 
would do it right then, not wait 
for some arbitrary holiday. 

This is why, according to 
Forbes 90 percent of resolutions 
fail within the first 30 days.

The only thing you need to 
make a change is permission 
from yourself, not some date on 
a calendar. 

I find that nowadays most 
people just want to be part of 
the “New year, new me” trend 
which is absolutely ridiculous.

A spontaneous decision to 
try and lose some weight to par-
ticipate in some pointless trend 
is bound to fail.

In reality, researchers have 
proven that most resolutions are  
more successful before January 
even starts.

Some people feel they have 
more time to pick a goal and 
make a realistic plan to help en-
sure their success, not just rush 
to make the holiday.

My New Year’s resolution 
this year was to not have a reso-
lution at all. If  I truly want to 
make a change then I will. 

I’ll do it for myself right 
then, not wait for permission 
from some pointless holiday to 
start.

New 
Years 

Resolu-
tions are 
a waste 
of time 

photo courtesy of Justin Peter
Senior Justin Peter competes in the long jump at a track meet.

As a track runner who com-
petes in seven different events 
and is the Leon High School 
Wendy Heisman winner, many 
would look at senior Justin Pe-
ter and believe he has an abun-
dance of confidence.

While this may be true now, 
it took Peter some time to build 
his mental game to where it is 
now. The physicality of his op-
ponents intimidated him as a 
young runner.

“I have always been the 
smallest guy in my class,” Pe-
ter said. “When you’re lining 
up next to guys who are a foot 
taller and 60 pounds heavier, it’s 
intimidating.

“It was an uphill battle find-
ing confidence against athletes 
who you think are bigger and 
better than you.”

Peter often found himself 
doubting his ability before the 
race even started, and just fo-
cused on competing, not striv-
ing for the win.

This is in stark contrast to 
the runner who walks up to the 
line now.

When Peter looks next to 

him and sees much bigger ath-
letes he thinks, “He’s about to 
get this work. I wonder how 
tired he’s going to be after this 
race.”

One catalyst for this change 
is from the first race Peter ever 
won. 

It was the middle school 
championship, and Peter was 
competing the 400-meter race 
against an athlete twice his size.

He was shaking as he 
walked up to the line, and was 
already saying there was no way 
he was going to win.

“Halfway through the race, 
I looked over and found myself 
stride for stride with this guy,” 
Peter said. “In the last 100-me-
ters I realized I could do it. I 
could win this race.”

He not only accomplished 
that, but he broke his previous 
personal record by a significant 
two seconds.

“I hit the ground as soon as 
I crossed the line and I couldn’t 
stop smiling,” Peter said. “I ac-
tually fought back and didn’t 
back down.”

This confidence has now 
become apparent to his team-
mates.

“With Justin, you can just 

see this look in his eye that you 
know is pure determination,” 
junior John Riley Bohnstengel 
said. “When he gets that look, 
you know it’s over.”

He also looks to his role 
models for inspiration to push 
himself everyday.

Olympic athlete Trayvon 
Bromell is an inspiration for Pe-
ters who broke both of his legs 
in middle school. Bromell over-

came his injury and made it to 
the Olympics his first year out of 
college. 

“I just watch every Youtube 
video of him possible,” Peter 
said. “I try to make myself bet-
ter by watching what he does.”

It is because of his past that 
Peter now looks to the future, 
hoping to run collegiately at ei-
ther Troy University or South-
ern Mississippi.

Head coach Cokely resigns
Hannah Rodriguez

Sports Editor

After four years coaching 
the varsity football team, head 
coach Tim Cokely officially re-
signed on Tuesday, Jan. 24.

Cokely will be taking on 
the football program at White 
County High School in Cleve-
land Georgia, which ended last 
season with a record of 1-9.

Cokely will be hoping to 
turn their program around the 
same way he did for Lions four 
years ago.

“I have confidence,” Coke-
ly said. “I just think if you go 
through the process the right 
way good things will happen.”

His last day at Leon will be  
Wednesday, Feb. 1.

“It’s always emotional,” 
Cokely said. “My daughter 
graduated from Leon.

“Telling your team and 
separating yourself from valu-
able relationships is always dif-
ficult.”

Cokely will be leaving be-
hind many seniors who grew 
through the program alongside 
him.

One of those is senior kicker 
Jack Driggers.

“It’s definitely sad to see 
your head coach leave,” Drig-

gers said. “But just like I’m 
making the best decisions for 
myself, he has to make the best 
decision for his family and I re-
spect that.

“I’ve been his kicker for 
three years and we’ve estab-
lished a relationship in which he 
gives me advice, not only about 
football but in life. I look up to 
him as a role model.”

Cokely is, however, confi-
dent of the team’s success in his 
absence.

“High school students are 
resilient,” Cokely said. “They 
are even more resilient than 
adults. I know they are going to 
push and get through this.”

Under his coaching the Li-
ons have gone from a record of 
2-6 to 6-2. They have also made 
it to the playoffs three out of the 
four years he has been the coach.

“When you coach high 
school football you have to 
be prepared to move around,” 
Cokely said. “But when we 

came here we talked about the 
memories you make with your 
team and your coach. 

“You love your teammates 
and respect your coach. When 
you’re losing your coach, your 
not losing your teammates or 
the relationships you have.”

Principal Billy Epting is 
confident the team will keep 
progressing under the guidance 
of a new head coach.

The school has not picked 
anyone, but is currently review-
ing resumes from some well 
qualified candidates.

“We’re in good shape and 
I like the direction we’re head-
ing in,” Epting said. “We will be 
missing a few seniors who were 
a big part of our success this 
year but there are a lot coming 
back.

“There will be a good foun-
dation for whoever the new 
coach is to build on.”

Epting said he wants a coach 
who not only is knowledgable 
about football, but fits the cul-
ture at Leon and is aware of the 
tradition both the school and the 
football program encompass.

“They should have strong 
discipline and high expectations 
but have the personality to relate 
to teenagers,” Epting said.

photo courtesy of Cindy and Scott Photography

Head coach Tim Cokely talks to a player on the sidelines during a 
game.
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Morales inspires future trainers
Alena Nash
Sports Editor

Certified athletic trainer, Alan Mo-
rales, is considered the unsung hero of 
Leon’s sports teams. 

Morales serves at all Leon home 
games, for both home and away teams, 
as the first responder to any injury that 
may happen. He also is responsible for 
the evaluation, treatment and rehabili-
tation for all the injuries that happen to 
Leon students.

“It’s a career that gives me a lot of 
variation,” Morales said. “I get to see a 
lot of stuff firsthand from the initial eval-
uation of an injury to the treatment and 
rehabilitation.”

While at other high schools Morales 
has worked with, he has had student ath-
letic trainers.

 Overseeing student athletes was a 
program Morales brought with him to 
Leon. 

About 12 students work with Morales 
after school to learn more about athletic 
training and rehabilitation. 

“I encourage any student who is in-
terested in sports medicine to come learn 
more about it and decide if it is some-
thing they really want to do or not,” Mo-
rales said. 

“I enjoy teaching them and building 
relationships with the athletes.

ence first hand what it is like to be an 
athletic trainer. They attend practices and 
games for different sports and are they to 
help the athletes with any injuries they 
may have.

“If someone needs their ankle or 
wrist wrapped before practice, I do 
that,” senior Jasmine Howard said. “Or 
if someone gets hurt, I go out there and 
do what I need to do to make sure they’re 
good to go.”

Howard wanted to be an athletic 
trainer before participating in Morales’ 
program, but working with him assured 
her that this was something she wanted 
to do as a career,

“It’s fun to work with him,” Howard 
said. “He’s a really good person, and is 
like  a mentor to me.”

Morales knew he wanted to be an 
athletic trainer when he was studying in 
college and it was a career that combined 
some of his favorite hobbies.

“It allowed me to be with people and  
actually watch sports,” Morales said.

The University of Florida graduate 
has been working as an athletic trainer 
for more than 20 years and has spent the 
last 12 at Leon.

 He has worked everywhere from 
the Chicago Cubs Minor League team to 
Florida A&M University to high schools 
across the East coast.

Senior Taylor Barnett is hoping to be 
a nurse one day and got involved with 
the athletic training program during her 
freshman year.

“It’s a never-ending learning experi-
ence,” Barnett said. “Working with Mr. 
Morales is a lot of fun and I’m always 
doing something different.”

After working together for so long, 
Morales and his students have formed a 
special bond.

“He’s very protective and he’ll stay 
on top of you to make sure things are 
getting done,” Barnett said. “He’s like a 
second father to me.”

The students trainers get to experi-

photo courtesy of Alan Morales
Athletic trainer Alan Morales serves at all Leon home games as the first responder to any 
injuries that may happen.

Trio shines in soccer program
Caroline Dempsey

Online Editor

With two being starters on the boys team and the 
other being the reigning All Big Bend Player of the Year 
for the girls, the Powell name carries significance on the 
soccer field.

Junior Maddie Powell was selected as the best soc-
cer player in the entire Big Bend area as a sophomore 
and has returned her junior year hoping to achieve the 
same. 

Teams around the district know that when they have 
to play the Leon girls soccer team, they will be having 
to face the speed and talent that is Maddie Powell.

In the first 19 games of the season, Maddie was 
leading the team in goals with 23, which is almost twice 
as much as the second leading scorer.

Sophomore Tanner Powell and junior Parker Powell 
lead the boys team by being both starters and key ele-
ments to the team’s chemistry. 

As one of the team’s three captains, Parker leads his 
team by example with the communication he brings. 

Parker is currently the fourth leading scorer on the 
team in goals, with 11 in the first 24 games of the sea-
son, and second in assists, with 12.

Having an older sibling on the team has definitely 
pushed Tanner to improve his performance. The sib-
lings describe their relationship as “very competitive,” 
which is evident to the rest of the team as well.

“Tanner and Parker are in constant battle for the best 
Powell boy and that just brings the best out of both of 
them,” senior soccer player Greg Raymaker said.

With Maddie having the reputation she does, teams 
approach Leon with a different game plan.

“[Maddie] is a top tier player that teams should be 
worried about,” Parker said. 

Tanner agreed, adding that she must be defended 
differently due to her incredible speed.

photo courtesy of Maddie Powell

Junior Tanner Powell and seniors Maddie and Parker 
Powell with their mom after one of the boys’ games.

“[Maddie] is a team player and is always working 
hard for the rest of us,” senior captain Lilli Hanks said. 
“I am so thankful that I got the opportunity to play with 
her.”

While Parker is an obvious star of the boys team, 
Tanner is often used as a secret weapon in his defender 
position.

“People aren’t used to left-footed players, so they 
often don’t know how to play against me,” Tanner said.

The three have grown up playing together, with the 
exception of Maddie being on the girls teams. 

They hope to continue doing so at their dream 
school, College of Charleston. That is where both of 
their parents went and so the three hope to go there as 
well.

Last year, the boys team did not make it past dis-
tricts, but with their number one standing in the district 
leading up to playoffs, Parker hopes to lead his team 
much farther this year.

The boys team beat Gainseville, 1-0, in their first 
district game and so advanced to play Lincoln for the 
district championship.

The girls team, on the other hand, has just recently 
received their third consecutive district championship 
title and is hoping to make it as far as the state final-four 
this year. 

 Maddie sees this as an achievable goal, as the team 
has more leadership this year with 10 senior captains. 
Last year, they fell a few games short, with a loss in the 
regional semi-finals.

This is the first year since 2006 that both the boys 
and girls soccer teams were number one in their district 
prior to post-season.

Powell siblings make a name for themselves with their exceptional skill set
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Alonzo Waheed has paved 
the way for his college career 
with both his football and track 
skills. 

Waheed is the wide receiv-
er on the varsity football team 
and runs the 110 and 300 hur-
dles in addition to running the 
4x4 relay in track. 

Waheed credits his success 
in these sports to his family 
and teammates, who support 
and motivate him on and off 
the field.

His football career began 
as young as eight, because of 
his godbrother, who was a role 
model to him growing up.

Waheed says he hoped to 
be just like him when he was 
older. 

Waheed attributes who he 
has become as an athlete to his 
grandmother. 

“The way she has raised 
me has played a huge role in 
both where I am and who I am 
today,” Waheed said. “I only 
hope to be the type of inspira-
tion she is to me to someone 
someday.”

The way his teammates 
motivate him, is something 
waheed believes in indescrib-
able.

“My teams are a really big 
part of my success,” Waheed 

said. “They always push me, es-
pecially by competing in prac-
tice every day.

While his success is evident 
now, his talent was not easy to 
come by.

As a result of being slow on 
the  football field, his coach rec-
ommended that he start running. 

“He is a really great ex-
ample for the other players on 
the team,” former head football 
coach Tim Cokely said. “He ran 

Senior masters track and football
Christna Hoffman

Sports Editor

track last year to improve his 
speed and to make himself a bet-
ter person.  

“His hard work and dedica-
tion really showed on the field 
this year as our leading receiv-
er.”  

This hard work is evident to 
his teammates as well.

“Alonzo is a very selfless 
player who is very enthusiastic 
on the field,” running back and 
safety James Peterson said. 

“We are constantly push-
ing each other and compet-
ing against each other to better 
ourselves as both players and 
people.”

Waheed’s hard work has led 
to three full-ride scholarship of-
fers between the two sports. 

These include Arkansas 
Baptist College for football, and 
Webster University and Univer-
sity of Southern Mississippi for 
track. 

Girls basketball strives for state title

The Lady Lions basketball team  has 
struggled this season, but is continuing to 
work hard in hopes of bettering their suc-
cess rate for the postseason games. 

“We came out this season wanting 
to challenge ourselves by playing the 
best teams we could from all over,” head 
coach Bruce Daniels said. 

“Therefore, our record is not indica-
tive of the kind of team we are.” 

The brutal schedule that the Lions set 
up for themselves exposed them to every 
kind of coaching and playing they will 
face in the postseason. 

Last season the Lady Lions started 
out their season low in the ranks, but 
managed to achieve a 4-0 record in the 
beginning of the season, which was lat-
er followed by a seven-game winning 
streak. 

In addition to notable wins last sea-
son, the team also won a regional quar-
terfinal game for the first time since 
1922, when the Lady Lions last won the 
state championship. 

Christna Hoffman
Sports Editor 

Unfortunately, the Lady Lions lost to  
Niceville High School in overtime in the 
regional semifinals, ending the road to 
the state finals.  

This year, they have worked hard and 
challenged themselves in preparation for  
the postseason in hopes of continuing the 
road to the state finals that they embarked 

                Tyrique Hill
  Alonzo Waheed advances down the field with the ball in hand. 

        photo courtesy of Alonzo Waheed
   Alonzo Waheed leaps over hurdles during a meet. 

Waheed admits that when he 
first received the scholarship of-
fers he was not as surprised as 
he was overjoyed.  

He now not only plans to 
continue his football career col-
legiately, but aspires to be draft-
ed into the NFL. 

“I’m planning on pursuing 
and mainly focusing on foot-
ball,” Waheed said. “I enjoy 
both sports, but I truly love foot-
ball.” 

upon last season. 
“We’re doing pretty good as far as 

leading our team,” said co-captain Amya 
Bryant. 

“There are times when we have to 
encourage each other more and work to-
gether through the rough times.” 

They constantly work on drills to im-

prove their defensive and offensive skills 
and better their communication on the 
court.

“Offensively, we’re set,” co-captain 
Jala Williams said. “We can score. How-
ever, we need to work on communica-
tion, as far as defense goes.” 

Williams is a junior and currently has 
the attention of Duke and North Carolina. 

While Williams is extremely excited 
about the opportunities that are open to 
her, she is most interested in playing for 
Duke. 

As a co-captain, Williams plays a vi-
tal role in leading the team. 

“I motivate the team,” William said. 
“I’m like the mother of the team in the 
sense that they know they can come to 
me for anything... On and off the court.”

Bryant, who is also a junior, plans on 
playing collegiately as well. However, 
she does not yet know where she will 
play. 

Williams and Bryant rely on each 
other to push themselves and their team 
to victory. 

“We have each other’s back and 
we’re always looking out for each other,”   
Bryant said. 

                 The Lady Lions train to achieve success in postseason 

       photo courtesy of Bruce Daniels
The varsity girls basketball team poses in the gym for their seasonal team picture. 



WINTER
SCOREBOARD
Boys Basketball
Date  Event  
12/01/16 Dothan
12/02/16 Rickards
12/06/16 Chiles
12/08/16 FAMU
12/09/16 Lincoln
12/16/16 Fayette County
12/17/16 Tri-Cities
12/21/16 Osborne
12/22/16 Lake Worth
12/28/16 Leesburg
12/29/16 St. Thomas 
12/30/16 Martin County
01/05/17 Florida State
01/11/17 Chiles 
01/13/17 Lincoln
01/19/17 Godby
01/20/17 West Gadsden
01/23/17 St. John Paul II
01/24/17 Florida State 
01/28/17 Dothan
01/31/17 Godby 

Girls Basketball
Date  Event  
12/02/16 Lincoln
12/03/16 Choctawhatchee
12/05/16 Florida State
12/06/16 Godby
12/20/16 West Port
12/21/16 Wakulla
01/20/17 Lincoln
01/24/17 East Gadsden 
01/26/17 Godby

Boys Soccer
Date  Event  
11/29/16 Maclay
11/30/16 Rickards
12/02/16 Chiles
12/06/16 Gainesville
12/09/16 Buchholz
12/10/16 Choctawhatchee
12/16/16 Lincoln
01/04/17 Florida State
01/07/17 Navarre
01/09/17 Columbia
01/11/17 East Gadsden
01/13/17 Fleming Island
01/14/17 Bartram Trail
01/16/17 Columbia
01/17/17 Lafayette
01/27/17 Lincoln

Girls Soccer
Date  Event  
12/01/16 Godby
12/07/16 Columbia
12/09/16 Tarpon Springs
12/10/16 East Lake
12/12/16 Lincoln 
12/16/16 Gainesville 
12/17/16 Fort Walton Beach 
01/07/17 Pace
01/11/17 Rickards
01/12/17 Maclay
01/18/17 Columbia
01/19/17 Lincoln
01/26/17 Navarre
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W, 61-43
 L, 44-41
W, 80-53
W, 62-16
 L, 68-53
 L, 57-51
W, 53-48
 L, 62-57
 L, 56-55
W, 56-53
W, 63-38
 L, 59-53
W, 74-52
W, 76-62
 L, 55-54
 L, 57-51
W, 52-47
W, 69-61
W, 79-53

 L, 43-28
 L, 61-34
 L, 57-43
W, 48-44
 L, 68-36
W, 41-32
 L, 49-35

 L. 4-3
W, 8-0
W, 3-1
 T, 0-0
 L, 2-1
W, 3-0
 T, 3-3
W, 2-1
 L, 1-0
W, 3-1
W, 8-0
W, 3-1
 L, 8-2
W, 4-0
W, 8-0

W, 8-0
W, 6-0
W, 3-0
W, 4-1
W, 7-2
W, 9-1
W, 7-0
 T, 0-0
W, 10-0
 T, 2-2
W, 8-1
W, 3-0

“SADIES,” from page 1 

“LAWSON,” from page 1 
other hand, Alan remembers Steverson’s significant 
impact she had while teaching writing, leadership and 
people skills. 

Another classroom experience that significantly im-
pacted Lawson’s legal and judicial career was a course 
in Logic and Rhetoric taught by Dr. Iona Smith. 

“She brought in logic, such as Aristole’s, and clas-
sics to teach really important values and lessons about 
life,” Lawson said.

His time at Leon was not always easy.  Lawson ad-
mits that he had poor grades his first two years of high 
school because he lacked the proper focus and motiva-
tion. 

However, his junior and senior years he buck-
led down and got straight A’s. Lawson had impactful 
teachers, but decided that if he were to be successful he 

had to work hard in school and his decisions had to be 
“prayerfully made.” 

Lawson says his faith in Christ played the most im-
portant role in his choices and motivation to work hard.  
He believes a starting place to becoming successful is 
setting your goals high and associating yourself with 
people who are headed in the right direction. 

He quotes King Solomon in the Bible when he says, 
“As iron sharpens iron, so one person sharpens another.”

As Justice Lawson approaches serving on the Flori-
da Supreme Court he says, “It’s such an honor to be in a 
position where you can make a difference. So try to live 
a life with no regrets taking time to reflect on whether 
you will be proud of your current actions. But have fun 
and live life to the fullest.” 

Current Leon students view Lawson as a testament 
to hard work and the ability of students and teachers to 
have a meaningful impact. 

“I cried more when the lights turned off and when it 
looked how I wanted it to look than when he ended it 
early.” Willis said.

After school that day, Willis posted the pep rally 
video on YouTube and it now has over 800 views.

“We did that so people could see the positive part 
of everything, and I wanted to highlight all of the work 
that these kids put into it,” Willis said.

Epting later sent out a list serve stating that he was 
going to investigate who had started the mosh pits and 
that they would be punished.

The pep rally first started with the lights on. While 
the lights were on, all of the sports teams talked about 
their season so far and the football and basketball team 
had their dance off. 

There was also a drawing for two people to get free 
tickets for themselves and their date to the dance. The 
lights were then turned off and the class songs came on.

The robotics club also got to shoot off t-shirts into 
the crowd with the robot they made. 

In preparation for the Sadie Hawkins dance, mem-
bers of the Student Government and the junior class 
both helped Carroll set up the event. The profits were 
split evenly between the two groups.

The spirit week was from Tuesday, Jan. 17, to Fri-
day, Jan. 20, and the dance took place on Saturday, 

Jan. 21, from 7 – 10 p.m. in the auditorium due to the 
weather. The dress up days where chosen by Carroll and 
they included Pajama Tuesday, Worldwide Wednesday, 
Throwback Thursday and Neon Leon Friday.

“I thought that the dance turned out really well,” 
Carroll said. “I was worried that the rain would affect 
the turnout, but we sold even more tickets at the door 
for a total of around 340 tickets.”

Carroll started brainstorming theme ideas for this 
year’s dance over the summer, but really began to pre-
pare during October when she took the first step in orga-
nizing the dance by filling out the necessary paperwork 
to get the dance approved.

She first got the idea to do the dance during her 
freshman year when she realized that Leon didn’t have 
a Sadie Hawkins dance, unlike other schools. 

During her sophomore year, she became involved in 
Student Government in which  she first brought up the 
dance idea and was told that she could organize and put 
on the dance herself.

Carroll plans on doing the dance again next year and 
hopes that the tradition will continue after she gradu-
ates. 

She hopes to pass the responsibility for the dance to 
someone else after she leaves Leon. 

Carroll has already had people tell her that they are 
interested in taking it over.


