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Senior Harrison Kent has already earned 
his Associate of Arts degree  from Tallahassee 
Community College and will start his undergraduate 
studies as a junior next fall.  

To receive an AA degree, students must 
complete the mandatory 60 credit hours, which is 
generally done within the first two years of college.

Kent’s determination to earn his AA degree was 
inspired by his passion for tutoring and helping 
others. 

In the seventh grade, Kent began to tutor 
middle school students in English and Science 
through Florida Virtual School. As he got to high 
school he began to focus his tutoring in math, more 
specifically, algebra and geometry.

Kent took all of his high school math courses 
through FLVS and was fortunate to have older 
siblings who had experience with these classes. As 
a result of their assistance, Kent was able to become 
proficient at mathematics. 

“Since I was able to have that luxury of having 
one-on-one math help from my siblings, I felt like 
other people should get that opportunity too,” Kent 
said. 

Due to this belief, Kent and his sister, Catherine, 
developed the Math Tutoring Lab with Cesar Kothe. 
This free service is given at lunch, when students 

come to ask questions about their math work. 
“We were working one-on-one with 

students and the feedback we’ve gotten from 
them has been really positive,” Kent said. 

Kent decided that the math he was 
accomplishing could be turned into something 
more beneficial for his future, thus bringing 
about the AA pursuit.

To receive an AA degree, one must have a 
total of 10 math credit hours. However, Kent 
exceeded that number and earned between 15 
and 20 credit hours in rigorous math courses. 
In addition to math, Kent also studied high 
level English and science classes, including 
physics, biology and astronomy.

“A group of people were very helpful 
throughout this process,” Kent said. “Jerry 
Hassler and Sarah Hembree were there for me 
and helped with my heavy work load. It was 
stressful because I had my other high school 
courses on top of my dual enrollment.”

 “You would never know how hard he’s 
worked because he always has a smile on his 
face and is always willing to help others,” said 
Hembree, an assistant principal. “Beyond the AA, 
he’s spent hundreds of volunteer hours tutoring 
other kids in math and science. The work he’s done 
to balance his school and extra-curricular’s is pretty 
intense.”

Senior Harrison Kent works on math in Art Skelly’s AP Sta-
tistics class.

Kate Milford

A cappella group 
gives students a 
chance to express 
themselves in 
unique fashion

Talent shines through in Mane Event
 

As a fairly new Leon chorus club, 
Mane Event offers one of the most 
unique and sought after opportunities 
to sing at the school.

Run by chorus teacher Tabitha 
Peck, the club brings variety to the 
choral program. Mane Event is an a 
cappella group. This means there are 
no instruments, although some stu-
dents use their voices to sound like 
instruments.

“It’s like a band of voices,” senior 
Knox Culpepper said.

The participants are selected after 
an audition in the beginning of the 
school year. In order to get in, one 
must be enrolled in a chorus class 
and sing well enough to partake in 
this group. The members of the club 
work together to perform pop culture 
arrangements throughout the year. 
As if that is not unique enough, Peck 
creates many of the arrangements 
herself.  

There are 25 members in total, 

24 singers and one beat boxer, Dave 
Long. The group has done competi-
tions in the past, but there is no word 
about one this school year, yet. Be-
cause of performances, Mane Event 
often affords its members special op-
portunities. It allows them to be rec-
ognized by certain people that can be 
their connection to a whole new level. 
It also gives the singers a chance to 
meet new people their age. 

“It is a life-changing experience 
senior Jay Helton said. “It introduced 
me to a lot of cool people I didn’t 

know and the music we do is fun.” 
Mia Pesta, a sophomore and first-

year member of Mane Event, said she 
was very surprised about how nice 
and welcoming everyone in the club 
is. Pesta got accepted into the club 
and is singing in place of juniors and 
seniors. The atmosphere in the group 
is very competitive but still very 
closely-knit.

“It is the first time in high school 
that I found people that I really enjoy 
and like,” Pesta said. 

The students involved in Mane 

Event are going to 
be without Peck dur-
ing the time she is 
away on maternity 
leave.  Pesta believes 
the team will be able 
to deal with Peck’s 
absence because she 
will be back soon. 

“We’ll be fine,” 
Pesta said. “On Tues-
days during lunch,  
we already teach 
ourselves the music 
repertoire, so we kind 
of know what it feels 
like. We can cope, 
but Mrs. Peck makes 
everything better.” 

Peck teaches cho-
rus and runs Mane 
Event. She creates a 
distinct line between 
the two kinds of sing-
ing. 

“It’s different from regular cho-
rus because Mrs. Peck has her own 
style,” Helton said.

By creating her own arrange-
ments and using modern pop songs, 
she brings a new vibe to the club. 

“Mane Event is fun because it’s a 
chance to do music that’s not regular 
music you do in high school,” Cul-
pepper said. “It’s kind of rare. Just 
the idea of making sounds with your 
mouth, as opposed to using an instru-
ment, is cool.”

Mane Event members pose after a recent practice. The group meets each Thursday evening.

Senior set to graduate with Associates Degree

Kent plans to attend an in-state university next 
fall with a scholarship that he received through the 
Florida Prepaid Plan. He intends to apply to the 
University of Florida and Florida State University 
where he will major in statistics and computer 
science. 

“He’s a great kid,” said Hassler, a guidance 
counselor. “He’s highly motivated and a great 
student.” 

photo courtesy of Ursula McPherson-Viktus


