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Long: ‘I just want to be a rockstar’ 
Senior musician’s band looking to release new album in spring

Senior music junkie Dave Long would 
rather be looking down at the faces in a 
crowd than be one of them.

Since he was young, Long has been 
interested in music. He began beat boxing, 
which is a form of vocal percussion, in 
middle school and continues to do it for 
Leon’s Mane Event ensemble group.

Long has also been in a band called 
“Hooray for Autumn” for three years. 
Also in the band are Connor Holcomee, 
Will Dunaway and Justin Dupree. 

Hooray for Autumn currently has 
an Extended Play, or EP, on iTunes and 
Spotify. But, back in January of 2013, 
the band  drove to Valdosta, Georgia to 
record their first full length album which 
will be titled “Oceans Away.”

“We’re still working on it [the 
album],” Long said. “But it should be 
coming out in the spring.” 

Long is not the first of his family members to be 
interested in music.

“All of  Dave’s siblings have been in bands,” 
Long’s cousin, Sable Thompson, said.  “He has had 
great influences growing up. He’s a great musician.”

Long hopes to see music as a part of his future, 
but he also has other plans about what he wants to 
do after high school. 
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Bielling travels the globe competing in Irish step dancing 

Sophomore Rachel Bielling is a 
15-year-old Irish step dancer with 
four world championship titles and 
six national titles. 

Irish step dancing is something 
Bielling has been passionate about 
since she was seven. 

Bielling is part of the Scariff-
Hardman School of Irish Dance in 
Tampa. Because her school is not in 
Tallahassee, she must fly down to 
Tampa every Tuesday and Saturday 
so that she can practice with her 
group.

She trains with teachers who have 
traveled worldwide and studied  Irish 
step dancing their entire lives.

Bielling started out wanting to do 
ballet and then when her former local 
dance studio started offering Irish 
step dancing classes she decided to 
get involved.

Bielling has only been competing 
for four years. But, she has been 
dancing for eight years. 

Bielling admits that she would 
like to pursue a professional career in 

Irish step dancing.
The Irish step dancing world 

championship competition that 
Bielling has competed in is held 
in Ireland. Qualified dancers from 
around the world come to this 
competition to compete for the “world 
champion” title. It is generally held a 
few weeks before  Easter.

“The first world championship I 
competed in, I came in fifth and ever 
since then I have repeatedly come in 
the top five,” Bielling said. 

Bielling would like to complete 
school and then travel while dancing. 
Her plan is to make it a career as soon 
as possible. But, her mother is not 
100 percent on board.

“I think Rachel is amazing,” said 
her mother, Lynn Bielling. “But I 
really would like for her to think 
about other things for her future.”  

Lynn says that she is really 
happy that Rachel is involved with 
something which she truly enjoys. 
She also thinks its good because 
Rachel and her brother, Noah, can 
bond over it. Noah, 11, has been Irish 
step dancing for two years.
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Rachel Bielling performs at 
nationals this  past summer.

In late September of this year, Long visited his 
brother in El Salvador, where he has been doing 
missionary work there for the past two years. 

After Long graduates from Leon he plans on 
going on his own missionary trip for two years as 
well. He will find out where he will be doing his 
mission sometime between February and March. 
He will leave in July. 

Long is prepared to go into college two years 

late because of his mission. However, 
he is still applying for colleges and 
scholarships now. 

“The Florida Bright Futures 
scholarship lasts for a number of years,” 
Long said. “That way, even if I don’t go 
to school for two years, it will still be 
there when I get back.” 

Long is looking at Florida State 
University and several Ivy League 
schools. But, he is primarily interested 
in Brigham Young University. 

For Long, the decision regarding 
where to go to college has nothing to 
do with his passion for music. He feels 
that the kind of music he plays is not 
something that can be taught. 

“My music is like getting kids to go 
crazy in a crowd and have fun,” Long 
said. “I guess it’s something I’d rather 
do on my own than be taught.”

Ultimately, Long admits that he 
wants to be a rockstar. Even though 

he often gets funny reactions when he tells people 
this, the truth remains.

“What people don’t realize is it is something 
that is possible to happen,” Long said. “You just 
need to make it happen.” 

Long is not sure what he wants to do after being 
in a band. But he feels that with hard work he can 
achieve the success he desires.

Rachel is looking forward to what 
she thinks will be a great year. She 
is practicing extra and giving 110 
percent during workouts.

Rachel hopes that she can bring 
home another national and world 
championship title this year. 

“I love Irish step dancing,” Rachel 
said. “It has become more than just 
a hobby. Irish step dancing is my 
passion.

“I look forward to going to dance 
every single week. I especially love 
going to dance during competition 
time. We work harder.”

Rachel is currently preparing and 
working every day to get ready for 
nationals. 

“Nationals is scarier than worlds,” 
Rachel said. “Because, it’s almost as 
if nationals decides whether or not we 
get to go to worlds.” 

For Rachel, during competition 
time, it can sometimes get kind of 
hard focusing on school and dance at 
the same time. 

She tries to focus on school while 
she is at school but dance whenever 
she is not at school.

Rachel maintains good grades 
while making her mark on the Irish 
step dancing world.


