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Rocktoberfest returns to Leon
Mary Lynne Steinmeyer
High Life News Editor

Many experienced musicians 
showed off their talents on Leon’s 
front lawn at Rocktoberfest, which is 
a concert showcasing Leon students. 
It took place on Oct. 23.

The concert was put on by the 
junior class to raise money for prom. 
Tickets were $4 in advance and $6 on 
the day of the concert.

The junior class borrowed $650 
to fund Rocktoberfest, so they have 
to first make up this deficit and then 
earn more in order to make a profit to 
go towards the prom budget.

Ideally, the profit made from 
Rocktoberfest will be able to cover 
down payments for prom, such as 
putting down a deposit on the location 
where prom will be held.

“Rocktoberfest is a great way to 
have a fundraiser but also allow the 
student body to show off their talents 
at the same time,” junior Heather 
White said.

There were a total of 11 acts that 
performed at the event, including both 
solo acts and band performances. 
Every act was required to include at 
least one person who attends Leon.

The set list was as follows: 

Michael Mattox, Ashley Simmons, 
The Blue Element, Two Days Away, 
Planets in Transit, Savannah Sage, 
Sin Bloom, Kristi Wyatt, Cierra and 
Dave, Maxx Marshall and Electric 
Church.

“I was really excited to play with 
some really talented people from 
Leon,” said Mattox, who performed 
a solo.

He was looking forward to seeing 
Cierra Whitlock and Dave Long 
perform.

“They both have a lot of experience 
and together, they are sure to make 
some great music,” Mattox said.

Whitlock, Long and Mattox are 
all members of Mane Event, an a 
cappella group at Leon.

As for himself, Mattox was most 
excited to get his name out there and 
he hopes to play more gigs in the near 
future. 

Whitlock, on the other hand, who 
has been singing since age six, is very 
accustomed to playing gigs. She has 
participated in Rocktoberfest for the 
past two years. 

Last year, she performed a song 
with the band Planets in Transit. 
Although she didn’t sing for them 
this year, she was looking forward to 

seeing what they have prepared.
Not only has she participated in 

Rocktoberfest previously, she plays 
professionally in Tallahassee.

“It’s like a side job for me,” 
Whitlock said. “I perform at different 
venues around town.”

been focused on a song, “Cease the 
Day,” from the large group musical 
Newsies. They will perform the song 
at the district competition.

After-school practices are 
comprised of work on choreography 
and music.

“We’re really busy this year,” 

The Thespians club holds a practice at lunchtime to rehearse the song 
“Cease the Day” from the musical Newsies.

The Thespians club is preparing 
for a busy year with many changes 
and hurdles.

The year will include district 
and state competitions as well as the 
return of club sponsor Rod Durham.

The first competition is a district 
event that will take place in Niceville 
and will last about four to five days. 
There, the Thespians club will 
compete against many other troops 
from northwest Florida.

At the competition, they will be 
assigned a time to perform and will 
present a scene for a panel of judges 
that will be scored against scenes 
performed by other troops from 
around the region. 

The Leon troop will also attend 
a state competition in Tampa for a 
week when they will compete against 
thespian troops from the entire state.

Leon usually brings around 60 
students to the competitions. They 
also bring costumes made by students 

photo courtesy of Megan Lee 

Leon students show off their talents at the festive fundraiser

Mary Lynne Steinmeyer
High Life News Editor

and various types of scenes, from 
musical numbers to just acting to 
play-writing scripts.

In preparation for the competitions, 
the club has been holding practices 
twice a week, once after school and 
once at lunch.

Their lunch practices have 

Club prepares for competitions and the return of an old friend

Some of these venues include 
101 Lounge, where Whitlock was a 
member of the house band, and the 
Chain of Parks Art Festival.

She has even played a couple of 
gigs with Long before, although she 
doesn’t always perform with him.

Thespians club member Knox 
Culpepper said. “We’ve got a lot of 
great scenes and great new people.” 

Not only will they be welcoming 
new people, but they are also excited 
to welcome home Durham, who 
returned to Leon in late September 
after spending 90 days with the 
television show “Extreme Weight 
Loss.”

“Luckily, he came back pretty 
quickly,” Culpepper said. “So 
far, we’ve just had to adapt and 
accommodate to his absence.

“I think we’ve done very well and 
our officers are really stepping up 
their game.” 

Although the officers have stayed 
on top of things, they look forward to 
Durham’s return and everything that 
he will bring back to the team with 
him.

“We get one of our sponsors back,” 
Culpepper said. “It’s like having the 
face of thespians back. He’s been the 
head of our club for a long time - it’s 
having an old friend come home.” 

Thespians prepare for busy year
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