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School pride comes with a price

School pride comes from a lot 
of different sources: fundraising, 
wearing your school’s t-shirt out in 
public and attending school sports or 
club events. Unfortunately, none of 
these things happen without money.

Fundraising, in fact, is all about 
money. A big fundraiser Leon is 
involved with is Cancer Week. As 
most of the student body found out 
recently, Cancer Week plays a big 
part in student life during the fall 
semester. 

We hold our 
heads high when the 
Tallahassee Memorial 
Hospital representatives 
come to take the 
school’s gigantic check. 
The often unbelievably 
high number of dollars 
raised even surprises 
the people who were involved in 
organizing the event.

Not only that, but we know 
exactly where our money is proudly 
going, whether it be toward  TMH’s 
sixth-floor cancer wing or its cancer 
center.

But what students don’t know is 
where the rest of their money goes: 
for the t-shirts, the games, their club 
dues, you name it.

I am Anchor president and 
have been in Anchor club for three 
years now and just recently found 
out where my dues go. Our club’s 
national sponsor, Pilot, gets over half  
our dues. 

The rest of our dues go 
to Leon 
so we can 
continue to 
say we’re 
an actual 
club. The 
remaining 
money that 
we keep is 

mostly spending money for school 
fundraising events that we need to 
spend money on. 

Lawson Drew, a member of four 
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clubs, is used to being 
asked to pay a lot of club 
dues, but understands 
why.

“I think that while it 
can be annoying to pay 
for a lot of things like 
club dues,” Drew said, 
“they would not ask us to 
if it was not necessary for 
the club to function.”

Senior Melissa 
Gorham, who is actively 
involved in Leon’s 
activities, is okay with 
paying to be involved.

“It can be a little 
much when you involve 

yourself in 
m u l t i p l e 
c l u b s , ” 
G o r h a m 
said. “But by 
paying more 
for a club, 
you don’t 
have to spend 
as much time 

fundraising and can work 
on other activities for the 
club.”

The t-shirts that clubs, 
sports or class presidents 
try to sell you are for 
fundraising. Class shirts 
go towards your own class funds, 
which are used for many different 
things. 

Senior class dues typically go 
toward any big senior event, including 
graduation. Honestly, I was surprised 
to find out that we had to pay for our 
own graduation. 

Junior class dues usually go 
toward their two main events, Prom 
or Rocktoberfest. Sophomores and 
freshmen have to start their own 
budget for the junior and senior 
events.

As far as sports go, they need 
equipment. Without equipment, you 
can not play a sport. Not only that, 
but most sports travel and go on 
retreats. These events require meal 
money, gas money and lodging. 
That is usually what ticket sales and 
fundraiser money go towards.

T-shirts are almost always a hot 
commodity. They’re always wanted 
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because they either have a cool design 
or there’s some sort of incentive to 
wear them.

When you wear your Leon shirts 
out in public, people know where you 
come from and what you are involved 
in, which is typically something you 
are proud of. People around you can 
see the pride you have. It makes our 
school look better and you feel better.

I am assuming if you choose 
to be a part of a 
club or sport, it is 
because you are 
passionate about 
it or are planning 
to continue it 
through college. 
The price will be worth it, along 
with the experiences, the community 
service hours and the involvement in 
your school.

 I am involved in extra-curricular 
activities and am a leader in all of 

them- SGA and Anchor Club. The 
opportunities SGA and Anchor Club 
have given me are worth what I have 
paid to become a member. But, that 
is because I believe they are worth it. 

If you feel the amount of money 
you put in a club or sport is not worth 
it, the simplest solution is to get out 
of it.

If you do not want to pay for school 
events, don’t go. Stop participating. 

E v e r y t h i n g 
comes with a 
price.

Not one 
person is excited  
to give up their 
money, but it is 

nice to know it’s going towards your 
own wants or needs.

Nothing happens out of thin air. 
Money is how things happen. It is 
how clubs, sports teams and school 
pride exists.
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