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The cost of participation

Dear Editor,

 I think I speak for the 
majority of the student body 
when I say teachers assign ri-
diculous amounts of homework. 
I understand that with home-
work there is a sense of respon-
sibility, but how can students be 
well-rounded when we’re trying 
to balance school, sports, clubs, 
and enough sleep? If students 
weren’t drowning in papers, 
maybe teachers would see less 
zombies on campus.

 Caroline Zapert

Dear Editor,

 Lunch is supposed to be 
a break and the relaxing part of 
a student’s day. I feel that there 
are not enough seats for all of 
the students at lunch. Everyone 
is always clumped together and 
that makes for a very congested 
lunch. 

 Isabel Newport 

Dear Editor,
 
           I am coming to you 
with a very common problem. 
I am constantly running out of 
pencils. Some of my teachers 
have buckets at the front of the 
classroom and some paper next 
to it. Why don’t we have this in 
every classroom? Some students 
can’t afford pencils, pens, or the 
ridiculous amount of paper they 
go through every day.
 
 Sean Tterlikkis

I know what going back to school 
means. It means my paycheck is 
significantly reduced by the amount 
of money I pay to be a member of 
multiple extracurricular activities. 

“A lot of clubs are called 
‘extracurricular activities’ because 
they are ‘extra,’” Assistant Principal 
of Curriculum Sarah Hembree said.

This is true. Being a member of 
these clubs is my personal choice, 
and I write checks because I do 
ultimately believe that I am making 
an investment. 

However, that doesn’t mean I 
have to like handing over chunks of 
my hard-earned money every time 
I turn around. School is expensive, 
even when it’s supposedly free. 

I’ve always been careful with 
my money. But entering high school 
meant taking extra precautions. I 
divide my earnings into separate 
envelopes (give, save, spend) but 
during my sophomore year I decided 
it was time to give school an envelope 
of it’s own. 

Now, a percentage of my paycheck 
is automatically deposited into this 
envelope. 

I use this money to pay for lunch, 
club dues, my Homecoming ticket, 
and t-shirts. It’s only October, and yet 
this envelope is empty. 

More often than not, I am 
dipping into this envelope to pay for 
something. Club dues are usually 
between $20 and $30. 

I am a member of Anchor Club, 
Pierian, National English Honor 
Society and Mosaic. So I have spent 
nearly $80 just to call myself a 
participant. 

It makes me wonder if the cost of 
participation is a deterrent to certain 
students who may not be able to 
afford it. 

Of course, no student would be 
turned away for this reason, and 
the club sponsor as well as the club 
officers would make sure to cover the 
costs for this student. Often, an extra 
dollar is added to the cost of dues in 
case there is someone who cannot 

afford to pay on their own. 
But what kid would be willing to 

admit they couldn’t afford the dues? 
Bottom line is, school expenses 

add up. I haven’t even mentioned the 
costs of the books we purchase for 
English class, the cost of taking the 
practice SAT, the cost of printing and 
the cost of the school-wide fundraisers 
we support. 

The cost of participating in a 
school sport? That’s another editorial.

In the end, it is important to 
determine whether or not you feel 
these expenses are worth it, and to 
examine your reasons for joining the 
club in the first place.

“If you join an extracurricular 
activity, I would assume you joined 
because you believed in its cause or 
wanted to participate in it,” Hembree 
said. “Being a member of a bunch of 
things won’t do any good if you’re 
not able to do any of them well.”

Brooke Harrison 
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Students discuss prices of extracurricular activities

“I’m in five clubs,” Johnson 
said. “It gets pretty expen-
sive. I think it’s worth it, but 
I’d like to know where the 
money goes.” 

Junior Maggie Johnson

“Anchor Club dues have 
gone up due to our sponsor 
club Pilot, and it’s hard bal-
ancing money we owe other 
clubs with the money kept in 
our account,” Smith said.

Senior Montgomery SmithSenior Grant Gergen

“I feel like [clubs] are charg-
ing too much in general,” 
Gergen said. “When you’ve 
been to Leon for four years, it 
starts to build up.”
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