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Young guard creates her own path
Traci Creel
High Life Sports Editor

49ers. B.J. was a standout football 
and basketball player at Lincoln and 
later went onto enjoy a stellar foot-
ball career at the University of South 
Florida.

“My dad and I always talk about 
basketball whether we are on the 

Sophomore point guard Eleana Daniels poses on picture day last season.

Leon’s boys basketball season preview
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The senior boys on the basketball team pose from left to right: 
Willie Willis, Cedric Harper, Marvin Biggins, Malik Griffin and  
Gerald Spivey.
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It’s unusual for a freshman to start 
in any varsity sport. But point guard 
Eleana Daniels did just that last sea-
son for the Lady Lions, and it had 
nothing to do with the fact that her fa-
ther, Bruce, was the head coach.

“People last year thought and said 
that she should be on JV, whether or 
not her dad was the coach, because 
she was just a freshman,” senior 
teammate Amea Smith said. “Believe 
it or not, Eleana was our leading scor-
er in districts last year with 12 points, 
which proved that she could pull her 
weight as a first-year high school 
ballplayer.”

Bruce Daniels said his daughter 
started on varsity simply because she 
was ready.

“Eleana started for us when she 
was just a  freshman because she was 
physically and mentally tough as a 
ninth grade player,” Bruce Daniels 
said. “She works extremely hard in 
practice and tries to get better every 
day to develop her overall basketball 
skills.” 

Eleana, 15, has been engaged in 
basketball since she was five years 
old and shares her love for basketball 
with her dad, who played all through-
out his high school career.

“She is a real competitive indi-
vidual, and that’s not a bad thing to 

have while being on a team.” Bruce 
Daniels said. 

Sports are commonly talked about 
in the Daniels’ family.

Eleana’s older brother, B.J., is a 
backup quarterback for the National 
Football League’s San Francisco 

courts or not,” Eleana said. 
Personally, Eleana does not feel 

like her dad  treats her differently be-
cause she is his daughter.

When it comes to strengths and 
skills, Eleana feels that she is a good 
player on defense, but needs to work 
on how she handles the ball and be-
coming  a more  vocal  player. 

“Her strengths would be her will 
and determination to compete at the 
highest level possible,” Bruce said. 
“She knows how to make smart deci-
sions with the ball, which is great for 
her age and grade level, but when it 
comes to her not playing, she is a little 
hard on herself and wants to get all 
the playing time in a game.” 

Smith is impressed with Eleana’s 
outstanding  work ethic.

“She is always extremely ener-
getic and always brings 110 percent 
to the team,” Smith said. “She always 
brings a positive attitude, whether 
she’s out on the court, or watching 
from the sidelines. And she is just an 
all-around really good team player.”

Eleana plans on playing basket-
ball in college, but has not really 
looked into a school because she is 
only a sophomore.

Eleana has a good feeling about 
this year’s team because of its expe-
rienced players.

“We have determined senior start-
ers that are all really good players,” 
Eleana said. 

Despite losing small forward Jacob Rittgers, 
power forward Cameron Smith and  point guard 
Kendall Collins to graduation, the expectations 
surrounding the boys basketball program are still 
extremely high.

Sixth-year coach Rick Davis is confident that 
the returning players can produce the kind of 
basketball that will take the Lions far into the post-
season. 

 “This year will be a good year for the team 
because we have been playing together for a while 
and we are all determined to press forward, farther 
than we did last year and just win states,” senior 
Gerald Spivey said.

Having lost two key players this season the 
team has a few disadvantages.

“We lost a lot of rebound power and shot 
blocking due to seniors graduating,” Davis said. 
“This just adds extra weight onto Cedric Harper.”

Harper, a senior, will be a forward and a center.
“This year all I want is to see us advance to and 

win the state championship,” Harper said. 
As for a few other key players besides Harper, 

Marvin Biggins will be positioned as a shooting 
guard, Kyle Kinsey at guard and Willie Willis as 
the floor general. 

This year, the team will push itself 
harder than in previous years to win 
districts and a state title.

“My expectations for this year’s team 
are to end up having a great season, do 
great things out on the court and just carry 
our school on our backs,” Biggins said.

Senior Malik Griffin is looking forward 
to getting a state ring his last year of 
playing  in high school .

“The team moves really well up and 
down the court, which could help us 
tremendously in the end,” Griffin said 
“The biggest disadvantages that we face 
this year are our overall height and shot 
blocking.”

As usual, Davis knows two of the 
biggest games of the year will be against 
Rickards and Lincoln.

“Rickards will be a tough game 
because they have good players at small forward 
and center,” Davis said. “As for Lincoln, it is 
always a rivalry against them because they are all 
very experienced players and the crowd is always 
super excited.”

Willis and Griffin are also looking forward to 
playing against a very talented Godby squad.

“This year will be a lot more challenging 

without Kendall and Cam on defense,” Griffin said. 
“Godby and Rickards are both really good teams 
and we are excited to see how this year will be 
against them.”

To kick off the season, the annual Red and White 
game will be held in the Lions’ Den on Nov. 8 in an 
effort to get the team and the students pumped up 
for the season.
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