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Cancer Week faces future changes
Rachel Joyner
High Life News Editor

Two years of unachieved goals 
and below-average involvement 
may mean the end of Cancer Week, 
Leon’s seven-year long tradition.

After falling $4,500 short of 
the last year’s $17,500 Cancer 
Week goal, Leon fell $3,200 short 
of this year’s already diminished 
$15,000 goal.

Consequently, enthusiasm for 
the fundraiser is waning. 

“It hurts,” SGA Community 
Relations Committee Head Brooke 
Williams said. “We no longer have 
the ‘why’ of why we do this.”

When beloved teacher Marsha 
Click passed away in 2007 after a 
12-year battle with breast cancer, 
the Lions rallied together to start 
what is now Cancer Week.

“I promised her [Click] as long as I was principal 
that I would continue her fight,” former Principal 
Rocky Hanna said.

This commitment to the fight has garnered 
almost $150,000 for Tallahassee Memorial Hospital 
by way of the TMH Foundation. This substantial 
donation can be seen on the seventh floor, replete 
with the school’s name in the Leon wing and several 
private chemotherapy rooms. 

Cancer continues to be relevant to the student 
body, as this year’s drive was dedicated to Steve 
Obrecht and Jim Nettles- two former leaders of 
Leon who also lost their battles to cancer.

With lessening involvement, however, the 
administration and SGA may either rejuvenate the 
fundraiser or choose a new charitable cause. 

Hanna whole-heartedly supports this and 
always has.

“There are so many opportunities to make a 
positive influence,” Hanna said. “We’re going to 
learn, at a young age, to give back.

“Doing nothing is not an option.”
If Cancer Week is continued, Principal Billy 

Epting hopes to put the infectious excitement back 
into Leon’s efforts. Several ideas from Epting and 
Williams include setting a world record flash-mob, 

line-dance or hosting a dance marathon.
“Hopefully, some day cancer is going to be 

something that is not a death sentence, that will not 
change your life,” Epting said in his speech at the 
Pink-Out Pep Rally. “ Hopefully, someday it will 
be easy to pick something else.”

He is sure that Leon will reserve time to help 
the community.

“We have to remember we are still students, 
and it’s about education,” Epting said. “Making 
a community commitment is as important a 
contribution to education as math, science, writing 
and reading, but we have to keep it in balance.”

Of course, if students chose a different cause, 
Leon’s contributions to TMH would cease. 

“It means that we have young people who 
have their heart for the greater good,” said Paula 
Fortunas, the President and CEO of the TMH 
Foundation. “The welfare of others is ahead of 
their own.”

Fortunas, a 1961 Leon graduate, admires that 
Leon keeps the fundraising efforts local and has 
made it a tradition. 

“We are honored to be the beneficiary- that is 
without question- and it would be very disappointing 
should you change your focus,” Fortunas admitted. 
“We would be very disappointed.”

SGA students pose with the ceremonial check sporting an amount of 
$11,050.50, about 800 short of the final donation to TMH Foundation.

Charitable drive open to scrutiny after lessened success and involvement
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I am not student body president, but my role 
is equally vital to the development and output 
of the organization. Serving as chair of SGA’s 
Community Relations Committee, I coordinate 
major projects such as the cancer fundraiser and 
canned food drive.  

The cancer fundraiser through the eyes of 
any normal Leon student seems to be a simple, 
annual drive. Shirts are sold in the lobby, 
bracelets in classrooms and nothing is out of the 
ordinary. For me, the girl behind it all with the 
help of my fellow SGA members, it has been a 
massive project for this past nine weeks.

Four years ago, I experienced my first can-
cer fundraiser. I was in awe by the unity that it 
brought to the school amongst the student body 
and the administration. All of Leon came to-
gether for one cause in the fight against cancer. 
I would never dream that one day I would be 
planning it all.

For the past four months this drive has been 
my life. My free time after school. My free time 
on the weekends and even taken some of my 
sanity on some days. 

It may seem as though the administration 
runs the show, but the cancer fundraiser is 95 
percent student run with the exception of the 
Poker Run. SGA is the spine of the project, 
bringing in a majority of the funds that go 
towards the drive and oversees all other parts as 
well. 

We started working on the t-shirt design 
back in June, and took all of summer to get the 
perfect design and then another month to get 
the finished product. I was the one who orga-
nized the share nights at Nuberri Frozen Yogurt 
and at Moe’s Southwest Grill, which required 
several e-mails, phone calls and stacks of paper 
work.

Although all of this explanation might 
sound like a complaint, it is not. I love being a 
part of the organization not only for the activi-
ties, which are fun and meaningful, but also 
for the well-rounded person it has helped me 
to become. I have learned that giving back to 
others is the most rewarding experience in life, 
for actively participating in this organization 
has taught me optimism, patience and, the most 
imperative skill of all: generosity.

The passion behind 
the pink

For a historical perspective 
of the annual cancer drive, see 
the High Life’s online coverage 
dating back to 2009 by scanning 
here or at:

 
www.leonhighlife.com/category/cancer-week/ 
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