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Senior aims for third state title

Wheeler Landers sets up for a kick during a Leon home game last season.
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Senior soccer player Wheeler 
Landers is missing the first half of his 
senior year to train at one of the biggest 
professional soccer clubs in Argentina.

The club he plays for, Racing, is 
one of the top teams in Argentina. 
Players who train there are looking to 
be professional soccer players.

Landers began playing soccer over 
10 years ago as away to stay in shape. 
He’s been playing soccer with Leon 
since his freshman year. He played 
junior varsity his freshmen year and 
varsity his sophomore and junior year. 
Now he has taken his game to the next 
level. 

“It quickly turned into a 
passion to which I have dedicated 
much of my life,” Landers said.  
      This dedication led him to 
Argentina, where the high level of 
soccer development and training for 
young players has made them a soccer 
powerhouse.

He left during the summer before 
school started and will return in 
December, when he plans on joining 
the Leon varsity squad for the third year 
running.

He trains from 8 a.m. to 11 a.m. at 

the academy alongside other teens and 
hopeful future professional athletes.  
He later commutes by bus to a bilingual 
school from 1:30 p.m.  to 4:30 p.m.

“The language has been a bit tricky 
because I haven’t studied Spanish since 
lower school,” Landers said. 

“Also, the college application 
process has been more tedious from 
here.”

Though he misses his friends and 
his home, Landers does not regret the 
experience at all. The trip has been 
an eye opener, enriching him in the 
professional world of soccer and the 
culture surrounding him. 

“I want to take my soccer to the 
absolute highest level possible,” 
Landers said.

He wants to continue his soccer 
career after Leon, by playing at the 
collegiate  level, or by signing with a 
club team.  

As of now, Landers is focused on 
learning more from his teachers and 
preparing for the Leon soccer season.

Landers has big plans for his 
return. He wants to take all the skills 
he’s learned and apply them to his 
performance on the field.

Though he will not be playing in the 
first few games, Landers hopes that he 
will be able to jump right in and finish 

off the season.
The boys soccer team started tryouts 

in mid-October. Both the JV and Varsity 
teams tried out together, but practice 
separately.

“I hope we start winning without 
him and keep winning when he comes 
back,” assistant varsity soccer coach 
Scott Evans said. “He’ll make us that 
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Sydney Chick takes a break during a match against Winter Park High School 
during the tennis spring season. 

much stronger.” 
Landers’ teammate, senior Sam 

Peltier also traveled to Argentina in his 
sophomore year to further his soccer 
career.

“Soccer is a lifestyle down there,” 
Peltier said. “By simply playing five 
hours a day, Wheeler can’t help but 
improve his game and ability.”

Landers spends sememster in Argentina 

Senior Sydney Chick was an integral 
part of Leon’s first state volleyball title 
in 2011 and won a state doubles title in 
tennis last spring.

But she’s not done yet.
Chick has big hopes of winning a 

third state title in either volleyball or 
tennis before she graduates from Leon.

However, she knows the road to 
further success will not be an easy 
one. Experience has taught her that 
the commitment required to play two 
varsity level sports is incredibly large.

“It was overwhelming,” Chick said. 
“But in the end, by pushing through it, 
I got the greatest success I could ever 
want.”

Last spring, Chick found herself 
under an extreme amount of stress. 
Juggling two sports, as well as academic 
commitments and extracurricular 
activities, became too much to handle. 

During the tennis season, Chick was 
still involved in club volleyball, which 
required her to take trips out of town.

“Last year, it got really stressful and 
I almost dropped it all,” Chick said. 
“Trying to make it to states, trying to 
be at as many [volleyball] games as I 
could and as many [tennis] matches, it 
was overwhelming.”

Chick began playing tennis because 
her older siblings used to play.  

However, what started out as family 
bonding soon became a 12-year passion. 
She played on the junior varsity tennis 
team as a freshman, but concentrated 
solely on volleyball as a sophomore. 
Chick returned to tennis her junior year 
and earned a spot on the varsity team. 

 After much persistence from head 

tennis coach Kevin Record, she began 
taking tennis lessons during the winter 
break and joined the sixth-period tennis 
class during the spring of 2013.

“We needed her,” Record said. “I 
knew she could make a big impact, and 
she did.”

Chick played in the No. 4 singles 
position for the Lions and teamed with 
Maat Sargeant at No. 2 doubles. The 

duo then went on to capture the state 
title.

“We could not have done what we 
did last year without her,” Record said. 

“She has so much energy, and I 
believe the sport of tennis needs more 
of that.”

During the 2011 volleyball season, 
Leon captured its first state title. Chick 
was one of two sophomores on the 
varsity team. 

“There were eight seniors and 
four juniors,” Chick said. “We were 
a really big team, but there was no 
separation between the seniors and the 
sophomores.”

This unity is undoubtably what led 
the team to their state championship.
But, Chick wants to accomplish more.

 As a senior, she wants to provide 
the underclassmen with the same fun 
and close atmosphere she enjoyed with 
her upperclassmen teammates when 
she was starting out. 

As a captain, Chick has many 
responsibilities. Captains are in charge 
of keeping all the equipment in mint 
condition, making sure players are 
always on their best behavior during 
practice and reminding players about 
upcoming events.

“She not only has to lead, but also be 
in charge of the entire team,” volleyball 
coach Angie Strickland said.
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