
Vol. XCII Issue 2     Oct. 2012

editorials          

Autumn Wable’s ad-
vice on how to have a 
successful interview

p. 3

news                        

Band must raise large 
amount of money for 
London trip

p. 4

features         online  
go to

for breaking news 
stories, sports updates 
and the latest online 
blogs

www.leonhighlife.com
Meet Leon’s
interns   

p. 8

sports                        
“The leading print and online news source for all things Leon.” Vol. XCIII Issue 8

     Leon High School       550 E. Tennessee St.                                                            Tallahassee, FL 32308            (850) 488-1971          

Prom location set for Johnny Ringo’s
Olivia Nash
High Life News Editor

Leon’s 2013 Prom is being held 
on May 4 at Johnny Ringo’s, a local 
bar and music venue.

Johnny Ringo’s is located on 
North Monroe Street in the Lake Ella 
Plaza. 

The bar will be closed for the 
event and no alcohol will be served.
All advertisements for alcohol will be 
covered with decorations. 

“I’ve been promised by the people 
that own it that on the night we have 
it, there will be no alcohol on the 
premise,” Principal Billy Epting said.

Although the location may seem 
odd, advantages include free and 
spacious parking.

Additionally, it is in Leon’s school 
zone and students will have a drive 
close in proximity to their average 
drive to school.

The management of Johnny 
Ringo’s will be offering free water 
and soda. The DJ for the night will 
also be provided by the bar.

“I like the location, it’s right 
downtown, relatively close,” Epting 

said.
To fit the “Under the Oaks” theme, 

the decorations will include mason 
jars, twinkling lights, moss, flowers 
and tree branches. A digital photo 
booth will also be available. 

“This is a really nice location, 
once you get inside and see how it’s 
going to be decorated,” junior class 
sponsor Susan Nelson said.

 “They’re really trying to push 
themselves as a musical venue. We’re 
transforming this into Under the 
Oaks.”

As junior class president, Ellen 
Claire Newell is the student in charge 
of organizing Prom.

“I feel very empowered,” Newell 
said. “I just want everyone to enjoy it. 
I am so thankful for everyone that is 
helping out and coming to the (Prom 
committee meetings.)”

Tickets went on sale on April 15. 
Couple tickets were $35 and singles 
were $20.

From April 20-26, the prices are 
$55 for a couple and $30 for a single. 
The week prior to Prom, the prices 
will rise to $75 a couple and $40 for 
a single. 
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The interior of Johnny Ringo’s, located in the Lake Ella Plaza on North Monroe.

Former student body president reflects on time with the late Price Thornal

The Prom committee has worked 
hard planning the location, theme 
and decorations.

“I think they’ve done a really good 
job,” Nelson said. “This year we’ve 
let seniors on the Prom committee if 
they wanted to and it’s been nice to 
watch the juniors and seniors working 
together and coming to a consensus. 

We’re right on schedule.”
Student involvement with Prom 

wasn’t limited to the actual event 
itself. Invitations for it were designed 
by senior Leigha Kelly-Knight.

“She’s a very talented artist,” 
Nelson said. “I think it’s really cool 
that we’re including student work.”

Dear Leon Family,
I would like to start off by say-

ing that I am truly honored to have 
been given this opportunity to help 
commemorate my dear friend Price 
Thornal by writing this letter. When I 
met Price at the very first pep rally of 
our freshman year, I truly had no idea 
the kind of impact he would have 
on my life. Over the next four years 
I was lucky enough to get to know 
him through our mutual interests in 
Mock Trial, YoungLife and Student 
Government. “PT”, as he was affec-
tionately known, quickly became one 
of my closest friends, and it didn’t 
take me long to realize just what an 
extraordinary person he really was.

Through his everyday actions, 

Price showed me and everyone 
around him that life isn’t about what 
you do for yourself, but rather what 
you’re able to do for others that real-
ly counts. He was a man of his word, 
and I can tell you firsthand that if 
you needed help, Price would be the 
first person to reach out to you with 
a smile and a bear-hug. He impacted 
those around him with his words of 
encouragement and kindness when-
ever he got the chance.

It’s been said recently that Price 
never knew a stranger, and I can tell 
you from experience that truer words 
have never been spoken. His selfless 
attitude extended out to anyone with 
whom he came in contact. On more 
than one occasion I found myself 

alongside Price, befriending a wait-
ress or store owner that just happened 
to make the mistake of telling him 
they were having a rough day. Once 
he knew a name, Price didn’t forget 
it. And no one he met will ever forget 
his.

Of all the memories I have of our 
time at Leon, the one that sticks out 
to me the most is that of our blood 
drives senior year. Each time the Big 
Bend Blood Bank would show up on 
our campus, Price and I would find 
ourselves sitting side-by-side with 
needles sticking out of our arms. 
Price hated the experience and the 
only way I could get him to agree to 
do it with me was if I promised to 
hold his hand while the nurse drew 

his blood. I would never admit it, but 
as much as I made fun of him for be-
ing a wimp, holding PT’s hand made 
me feel a whole lot better too. 

Price William Thornal had the 
biggest heart of anybody I know. He 
loved his friends and family more 
than anything else in this world, and 
the memories he made with everyone 
he touched are moments that time 
will never take away from any of us. 
Price was a man who really loved 
and never compromised. His big 
heart and warm personality will live 
on in the hearts of all who were lucky 
enough to have known him. 

Love You Buddy,   
 Hunter Munson

Ellen-Claire Newell
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Three steps to ace any test
Dear Editor,

Parking at Leon has been a 
recurring issue. At Leon there is a 
variety of places to park but you 
have to compete with the 2,000 
other students. On rainy days 
people try to avoid bowls because 
they flood, therefore trying to park 
closer is almost impossible. Not 
only is parking hectic but trying 
to get back or leave from lunch is 
crazy. Granted, we get 30 minutes 
for lunch. We have to cut it short 
so we are guaranteed a parking 
spot and even then that’s not good 
enough because we are still late to 
class. 

Sincerely,

Taylor Dyals 

Dear Editor, 

I am really happy that Springfest 
is happening this year. I think it’s 
going to be super fun and it’s nice to 
reward people when they improve. 
However, I wish it was going to 
be during school. If it were during 
school everyone would be able to 
attend and it would be exciting to 
miss class. 

Sincerely,

Rachel Markell 

Dear Editor,
 I recently discovered that 

our school day ends four minutes 
earlier than it’s supposed to. Those 
extra few minutes are stripped from 
our lunch period. Lunch is too short 
as it is, and every minute counts. 
I know many fifth period teachers 
who hate when students are late 
from lunch, and those extra min-
utes would give us a cushion when 
we are running a little late. I do not 
know about other students, but I 
would be willing to suffer an extra 
four minutes at the end of sixth 
period to have a longer lunch.

Sincerely,

Mia Arnold

Marcie Gsteiger-Cox
High Life Editorial Editor

The fourth nine weeks is, without a 
doubt, one of the most stressful times 
of my year. It seems like every few 
days there is another test - FCAT, AP 
tests, final exams and End of Course 
Exams - that could be the deciding 
factor in whether or not I pass my 
classes. It is a crazy, awful time that 
makes me frazzled and irritable.

Last year, I got incredibly lucky, 
I only had to take two AP exams and 
one final exam. I took my final FCAT, 
and I got out of EOC’s entirely. But 
now, in my junior year, things have 
changed. 

While I no longer have to dread 
FCAT for months and months, I am 
now stressing about four AP exams, 
and my SAT and ACT tests. 

The amount of emphasis placed on 
standardized tests like these can seem 
to be so immense at times that it can 
break even the most iron of wills. I 
know, from being in the public school 
system for 12 years, how easy it is to 
let the stress of these tests become 
overwhelming and consuming. But, 
keep your head up; there are ways to 
get through it.

I think that one of the most 
important things to remember, when 
going into testing season, is to sleep. 
It is so easy to stay up until all hours 
of the night, reading and rereading 
review materials in the hopes of 
remembering that last formula or 
statistic that you may need. But, I 
promise, it is not worth it. 

As teenagers, our bodies (and of 
course minds) need at least six to eight 
hours of sleep every night so that they 
can function properly and to their full 
capacity. This is a statistic we have all 
heard a million times over, but that 
does not make it any less true. If you 
get a good night’s sleep for the two 
nights leading up to a big test, it has 
been proven that you will retain more 
information and in turn, perform 
better.

Another cliché, yet effective way 
to help alleviate some of the stress 
tests can put on us, is to eat a good 
meal before entering into the testing 
facility. Here is the catch, though. A 
“good meal” does not mean going 
to McDonald’s and eating an Egg 
McMuffin sandwich and a giant soda. 
Foods like this, which are loaded with 
fats, oils and carbohydrates, can only 
sustain people for short time periods.  
However, after a couple of hours these 
types of food will cause the body to 
“hit a wall”, so to speak, and lose all 
momentum.

Hitting that metaphorical “wall” 
during an important test can be 
incredibly detrimental. But, it can be 
easy to avoid.

Eat complex carbohydrates and 
starches because they can sustain the 
body for longer periods of time, and 
keep the brain functioning. Healthy 
food choices on exam day include 
eggs, nuts, yogurt and whole-grain 
toast. Good breakfast combinations 
might be multi-grain cereal with low-
fat milk, eggs and toast with jam or 
oatmeal.

I am a self-proclaimed 
procrastinator like so many others 
out there. But that is no excuse not 
to study and prepare for upcoming 
exams. The absolute best way to keep 
stress levels low and confidence high 
during those awful standardized tests 
is to put in a few hours of your own 
time to study and mentally prepare 
yourself. 

This time of year is incredibly 
important; take it seriously. How you 
perform on things like the FCAT and 
EOC’s will not only reflect on you as 
a student, but they also reflect on your 
teachers and, most importantly, your 
school.

Even if you do not care about 
getting the best grade possible, 
consider what the implications of not 
trying your hardest could be.

Fool-proof study tips
Study a little bit every night - do not cram.1.

Make your own notes and flash cards.2.

Take small breaks from studying to process what 
you’ve already learned.

3.
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Prepare yourself for an interview

Write a Letter to the Editor.

Bring letters to Room IA4 or write to us online at www.leonhighlife.com

Have an opinion? Get it in the paper.

Leon High Life

Autumn Wable  
High Life Editorial Editor

A part of growing up involves 
doing more grown-up things. 
Interviews are a big part of being in 
the adult world. 

Being a senior, I have had a fair 
share of interviews for scholarships 
and societies. From experience, I can 
share some of the best tricks of the 
trade to set you apart from the rest of 
the crowd. 

In high school, you will interviews 
for: jobs, scholarships, certain clubs 
and societies. As technology changes, 
so do interviews. There are face-to-
face interviews, Skype interviews and 
phone interviews. 

First impressions go a long way. 
However, the first impression is not 
always off of your application or your 
presence. 

Many interviewers, such as 
potential employers, check your 
social media first. They can simply 
Google your name in the search bar 
and see what you post by just a click 
of the mouse. 

Pay attention to what you tweet, 
what pictures you post and what you 
post as a status. They always need to 
be appropriate. 

Societies and companies take to 
heart what kind of people they are 
accepting and hiring. Social media 
displays personality and character 
depending on how you post. 

Is it fair? Some say no, others say 
absolutely. 

I think it is important and it is a 
straight representation of yourself and 
what message you are sending to the 
outside world. So always think before 
you use social media. 

Second, always dress to impress, 
even on a phone interview. How you 
look will affect how you feel and 
will give you a boost of confidence. 
It could also be a part of giving off a 
great first impression. 

Remembering eye contact and 
a firm handshake are other positive 
additions when going for a face-to-
face interview. 

Remember everyone’s name who 
is interviewing you. That way when 
you leave the interview or hang up, 
you can say, “Thank you so much 
for your time Mr./Ms./Miss/ Mrs.”

Always use, “Yes sir,” “No sir,” 
“Yes ma’am,” and “No ma’am.” 
Being polite will instantly grasp 
their attention. 

Next, always think before you 
talk. Do not answer a question 
without being 100 percent sure what 
you are going to say. Interviewers 
do not always give basic questions 
and they look for a broad range of 
answers. Sometimes going with the 
safest answer is not always the best 
route, either. 

Pretend you are in a job interview 
and your hopeful future employer 
asks you: “Describe a scenario with 
your boss in your last job when you 
thought you were treated unfairly.” 

The employer is looking for many 
things in your answer, including 
honesty and your frame of mind. 

Youth Leadership Tallahassee is 
known for its famous question of, “If 
you could go to lunch with someone, 
dead or alive, who would it be with and 
why?” 

I think this question is suppose 
reveal your character and where your 
heart lies.

Do not be afraid to speak about 
your accomplishments and ambitions. 
Always be careful when walking the 
line, however, between being humble 
and cocky. 

Interviewers want to hear you talk, 
but don’t cross the line into rambling.
This is a quality that can make an 
interview go from good to bad in a 
flash. They want you to listen, just as 
much as you talk. Remember, they are 
doing you a favor. 

Nervous ticks are a definite no-
no. Fiddling with your hair, adjusting 
your clothes, blinking too much, using 
“um, uh, like,” touching your face, 
licking your lips, tapping your foot/
fingers and cracking your knuckles 
are all things that need to be put on 
hold until your interview is over. 

Throw some humor in and you 
will be sure to nail the interview. 

I had a phone interview not long 
ago for a full tuition opportunity and 
I was super nervous. After reading an 
article my dad gave me, it helped calm 
my nerves. Despite the butterflies, 
I perfected my interview and will 
now be attending the University of 
Mississippi on a full ride to become 
a teacher. 

These tricks of the trade do work; 
just put them to good use to help you 
succeed. Best of luck to you all. 

Artwork courtesy of Stevenson Johnson
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Students perceive nickname as derogatory
Tess Johnson and Mina Kaji
High Life News Editors 

Groups who convene on Leon’s bus ramp face ceaseless discrimination

LeonHighLife1

Mina Kaji

Students pass through the bus ramp on their way to lunch.

Many students who attend Leon 
probably walk down the bus ramp on 
a daily basis. This high-traffic area 
has developed into a location where 
students with diverse backgrounds 
and personalities gather together as 
comrades. 

Deemed the “Bus Ramp Kids,” or 
“BRK’s,” these students are shrouded 
by misconceptions and stereotypes 
that do not stand up to the truth. 

Junior Delano Hughes has been 
a part of the many different groups 
since her freshman year, and finds 
the delusions surrounding these stu-
dents unsettling, particularly the term 
“BRK.”

“People have lives, each and ev-
ery one,” Hughes said. “Whenever 
someone says ‘BRK’ they are simpli-
fying all of these people into one ho-
mogenized group. It’s incredibly rude 
and incredibly offensive.”

As the term developed, it was 
quickly reinforced by the student 
body. “BRK” is an abbreviation that 
people use without realizing its impli-
cations.

“I hear it all the time when I’m 
walking down the hallways,” junior 
Christopher Snyder said. “People 
make fun of [us] and it’s like they’re 
discriminating against all the kids 
who hang out on the bus ramp.”

As quickly as the misnomer 
spread, the stereotypes and rumors 
began, such to the extent that parents 
last year began to get involved, tell-
ing their children that they were for-
bidden to hang out on the bus ramp. 

“BRK creates a stereotype that 
portrays us negatively and soon the 
school and everyone else begins to 
believe it,” Hughes said. “No one else 
in the school has a name, so why did 
the bus ramp end up with one?

“People try to grey over the most 
interesting people that are outside the 
scope of normal understanding.”

Hughes believes the bus ramp is 
a place where students can go to feel 
accepted and be a part of something. 

“Finding out who you are is really 
hard,” Hughes said. “If you figure out 
a way to identify yourself, and iden-
tify with other people, it makes it a 
lot easier.”

The students on the bus ramp make 
an effort to welcome any student that 
would like to talk or hang out.

“When I came here this year I 
found that these people keep an open 
mind and care about who you really 
are,” freshman Chance Alday said.

Through their diversity, the stu-
dents have not only congregated on 
the bus ramp, but have distinguished 
themselves individually. 

“There is not one specific group of 
people who hang out here,” Hughes 
said. “There are many different sub-
cultures within the bus ramp popula-
tion.”

The students at the bus ramp have 
a strong message to convey to the stu-
dent body. 

“The kids who hang out here are 
different, but people misconstrue dif-
ferent as ‘weird,’ ” Snyder said. “We 
are being ourselves and the bus ramp 
shows that not everybody has to be a 
robot.” 

Band faces daunting task of raising $450K for trip
Marching Redcoats must hold numerous fundraisers to finance travel to London
Helena Higgins
High Life Staff Writer 

Band Director Brett Pikuritz leads band students through a musical 
piece.

On Dec. 27, approximately 90 
of the Leon High School Red Coats 
will begin their journey to London, to 
march in the New Year’s Day parade. 
However, in order to travel to London 
the band has to raise at least $450,000.

Leon Band decided to make the 
trek to London after being contacted in 
September by representatives of Queen 
Elizabeth II. Leon was chosen as one 
of only 12 high schools in the nation to 
participate in the parade. Officials, in-
cluding the Deputy Lieutenant of Lon-
don Roger Bramble, personally came 
to Leon to present the band with their 
extended invitation. Band members 
were called into the auditorium for the 
surprise announcement.

“This is a once-in-a-lifetime op-
portunity for the students and parents to immerse 
themselves in a tradition of rich culture and to per-
form internationally,” Band Director Brett Pikurtiz 
said. 

The $450,000 total fundraising project will 
cover flight expenses, parade and museum en-
trance fees, in-city transportation and room and 
board for the band members and the 40 attending 
chaperones. 

Each student is expected to pay for half of their 
personal expenses. The other half will be raised 
through various fundraising techniques.

As of early April, the band has raised over 
$100,000. Most of this money was derived from 
the dues that all band members were required to 
pay.

“I believe that the band will raise all of the 
money,” sophomore Arius Robinson said. “We all 
know that this trip to London is a huge opportunity 

for us, and we all want to work hard to 
make sure the band gets there.”

In order to raise the remaining 
$350,000, the band will undertake sev-
eral different fundraising projects. Cur-
rently, the band focuses on share nights 
at local restaurants such as Nuberri, 
Red Elephant and The Crepevine to 
help generate revenue.

This summer, however, the Red-
coats will reach farther into the com-
munity. In particular, the band will be 
hosting a clean-up at St. Marks River. 
All students participating will be spon-
sored for the work they complete. The 
Redcoats will also have a booth selling 
fireworks during the Fourth of July sea-
son.  

“It is important that the community 
helps,” Pikurtiz said. “By donating $5, 
$10, $15 or $20 to our website [www.
leon2london.com], everyone can help 

make a huge difference and band would greatly 
appreciate everyone’s efforts.” 

The Red Coats aren’t just heading to London 
to be a part of the parade, but will also play in Ka-
dodagan Hall, where the London philharmonic 
performs. 

 “The fact that we get to be a part of this is such 
a huge honor,” sophomore Logan Hajdukiewicz 
said.

Mina Kaji
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Ellen-Claire Newell
High Life Features Editor

Senior Dakota Miller has a special 
talent for both singing and acting that 
many can recognize when they see 
him on stage. His drama teacher, 
Rod Durham, gives much praise to 
Miller’s abilities.

“Dakota has been with the theatre 
department for four years,” Durham 
said. “When he came here his 
freshman year, he was cast as a major 
role at a play in the Little Theatre, 
called the Lion in Winter, which is a 
classic play.

“When he came here freshman 
year he went to state and got the 
highest honors you can get in a small 
group musical number called ‘What a 
Game’ from Ragtime.

“So, he came in on top. He’s 
remained a very positive, fun force 
in this program. He loves drama. 
He loves to act and sing. I think he’s 
made really good friends here. I’ve 
seen him grow up, which is nice, and 
we’ll definitely miss him.”

Miller has been in three out of 
the four musicals he was eligible 
to be in. He was the main character 
in the summer performance “Les 
Miserables,” a character in the 

musical “13” his sophomore year, and 
was a main character in “Once on this 
Island” this past year.

Miller never seriously considered 
acting or singing until his freshman 
year at Leon.

“I did chorus in seventh grade but 
I wasn’t really into it,” Miller said. 
“And we didn’t have a theater program 
at Cobb yet, so I really didn’t get into 
singing until freshman year.”

Miller has progressively started 
to enjoy the Thespian department at 
Leon.

“I honestly started taking chorus 
because I thought it’d be an easy class 
to take,” Miller said. “The more I sang 
the more I got into it, and the more I 
learned about it. 

“Then I started doing thespians 
here, freshman year as well, which I 
really enjoyed. It was a chance to be 
somebody else that everyone likes, 
which started a snowball effect of me 
getting really into it.”

Through the years, Miller has 
been in multiple singing groups. As a 
freshman, he was in Leon Men. Then, 
as a sophomore, he was Concert 
Chorale, and was in both Capital 
singers and Madrigals during his 
junior and senior years.

“The support of everyone that I’ve 
gotten at Leon has inspired me, but 
I’ve also somehow inspired myself 
because of how much I’ve worked 
hard to get where I want to be,” Miller 
said. “I’ve never really had this kind 
of drive in the past, but music inspired 
me to work hard in everything I do.”

Knox Culpepper, a Thespian 
friend of Miller’s, said he’s a lot of 
fun to be around.

“No matter what happens to 
him he’s always been so positive,” 
Culpepper said. “He just really likes 
being happy.”

Miller says her prefers musicals 
over plays, because he can memorize 
lyrics better.

“When we have plays it takes me 
forever to memorize lines, but when 
we have musicals, I’ve already got it 
memorized,” Miller said.

“I’m always super nervous when 
we do stuff in front of the school 
because if I screw up, I have to see 
those people every day until I leave. 
But, we rehearse so much that it 
becomes natural, and you pretend like 
nobody’s there.”

Miller has had to gain his family’s 
support.

“My family wasn’t very supportive 

Senior Dakota Miller in Leon’s summer 
production of ‘Les Miserables’.

at first because it was so expensive 
and it didn’t seem like something 
they thought I’d take seriously,” 
Miller said. “But now it’s definitely a 
career path I want to go down, so now 
they’re super supportive of it.

“I look up to famous people in 
general, mostly because I want to 
be where they are. I want to be that 
successful.”

Involvement in arts inspires Leon senior

Leon junior already a world traveler
Ellen-Claire Newell
High Life Features Editor

Junior Amber Herrle has already done what 
most people in the world don’t get to do in a lifetime 
- live in another country for almost an entire year.

“Thailand gave me an opportunity to see a part 
of the world that’s culturally and economically 
different than America,” Herrle said. “It gave me 
the opportunity to see what I really like and dislike 
about America, so I was able to build off of that 
to make goals of what I want to do later in life. It 
gave me the chance to take a break from school and 
want to go into a certain career path.” 

  Herrle first heard about Rotary Youth Exchange 
through a visit in her French class during her 
freshman year.

“I happen to be there, and me and my best 
friend, Mackenzie Teek, decided we would do it,” 
Herrle said. “We don’t really know why at all.”

In Rotary, the students get to choose five 
different countries they would like to live in. Herrle 
chose all Asian countries.

Herrle decided to go to Thailand specifically 
because she saw the movie “Eat, Pray, Love.”

“Honestly, the real reason I put Thailand on 
my list was because I saw Eat, Pray, Love,” Herrle 
said. “In Eat, Pray, Love, Julia Roberts goes to 
Bali, Indonesia and meets that Brazilian guy, and 
she falls in love with him.

“ I chose Thailand, because I thought that Bali 
was in Thailand. But it wasn’t.”

Herrle learned to live like a typical Thai student 

Junior Amber Herrle rides an Asian elephant in a river 
in Chiang Mai, Thailand.
and speak the language.

“In Thailand, I lived with a Thai family,” she 
said. “And I went to school, and did what a typical 
Thai student would do.

“I was learning the language and I spent a lot of 
time in cultured classes.”

On Rotary, students live with multiple families. 
Herrle ended up living with four different families 
throughout Bangkok and once on a corn farm.

Now that Herrle has been back in America, she 
realizes how much she has missed Leon, yet she 

has decided to get into another youth exchange 
program in Germany.

“Junior year has been a lot of fun. I forgot 
how much I missed school spirit at Leon,” Herrle 
said. “Going to Germany wasn’t so much of me 
wanting to leave America rather than to be given 
the opportunity to go on another exchange.

“The scholarship that I received was very 
prestigious. For me this is a really good opportunity 
to make connections, learn a new language, and 
help me academically. I think in real life it’ll help 
me a lot and see another part of the world.

“This program works like any other program, 
except it’s sponsored by the Department of State 
and the German Parliament. 

“They try to place us in a city with a host family 
that matches our likes and dislikes.”

Mackenzie Teek, one of Herrle’s best friends, is 
happy for her.

“Amber has been a good friend of mine for 
many years, and knowing how she is hard working 
and deliberate, I think her upcoming exchange 
in Germany will only benefit her,” Teek said. 
“Hopefully, she will be able to acquire the skills to 
speak German.”

Max Herrle, Amber Herrle’s older brother, is 
amazed at how adventurous Amber is.

“She’s an amazingly inspired young girl who 
wants to represent her country abroad, both right 
now and down the road, and I couldn’t think of 
anyone I’m more proud of,” Max Herrle said. 
“Even at her young age, she inspires me. We will 
miss her but not too much.”

photo courtesy of Amber Herrle

Judy Arthur
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Leon home to a variety of scholarships
Scholarship awarded in 
honor of U.S. diplomat
Caroline Walker
High Life Features Editor

On Jan. 1, 1979, full relationships were 
officially established between Communist China 
and the United States of America. A driving 
force behind creating these prosperous relations 
was  Michel Oksenberg, a 1956 graduate of Leon 
High School. 

In his honor, each year a $500 scholarship 
is awarded to children of Leon High School 
Employees. 

Oksenberg was a senior member of the 
National Security Council under the Presidential 
administration of Jimmy Carter.  During his 
time in this role, the United States officially 
recognized Beijing as the leader of China, not 
nationalist Taiwan. 

Even after his tenure on the National Security 
Council, Oksenberg continued to advise the 
United States on relationships with China, and 
wrote a multitude of books and articles regarding 
Chinese domestic affairs, Chinese foreign policy, 
and U.S.-China relations.

“To thank the faculty [the Oksenberg family] 
established a fund that would reward the faculty 
by giving a scholarship to their children that 
graduated from Leon High School,” said Paige 
Twyman, whose daughter won the scholarship 
in 2010.

The award is managed through the Leon High 
School Foundation, and according to former 
Leon bookkeeper Fran Buford, the scholarship 
was already established when she began working 
at Leon in 1972. 

Oksenberg is listed as one of the two 

Valedictorians of his Leon class, garnishing a 
straight-“A” average. 

While at Leon, Oksenberg was involved in 
a wide variety of clubs and activities, such as 
May Court, Pep Club, Latin Club, Chez Nous 
(French club), Key Club and Student Council.  
He served  as president of the Pierian National 
Honor Society as a senior, and was treasurer of 
the Dramatics Club his sophomore year. 

After Leon, Oksenberg attended Swarthmore 
College in Pennsylvania, where he earned a 
Bachelor’s Degree. Oksenberg also obtained 
a Masters Degree and a Ph.D. from Columbia 
University during the 1960’s. 

Besides serving as a member of the National 
Security Council, Oksenberg taught at Stanford 
University, Columbia University and the 
University of Michigan.   

Michel Oksenberg, who played a vital role in es-
tablishing U.S. relationships with China, graduated 
from Leon in 1956. 

Departmental Awards
Athletics:

Magdalene S. Coffey Female •	
Athlete of the Year

Vernon “Bernard” Miller •	
Male Athlete of the Year

Art:
Outstanding Senior Artist•	

Band:
John Phillip Sousa Award•	

Choral Department:
Chapman Achievement Award•	

Capital Singers Musicianship •	
Award

•

Capital Singers Service Award•	

Outstanding Opus Seniors•	

Drama Department:
Drama IV Student of the Year•	

Senior Thespian•	

Best Actor of the Year•	

Thespian of the Year•	

English:
Best Writer Award•	

Sara Lamar Most Outstanding •	
English Student

Foreign Language:

Academic Excellence in French•	

Academic Excellence in Latin•	

Margo Hall Outstanding Latin •	
Student

Outstanding Latin Club Member•	

Academic Excellence in Span-•	
ish

Guitar:
“Lead Guitar” Guitar III•	

“Lead Guitar” Strings•	

“Lead Guitar” Frets•	

“Musicians’ Musician” Strings•	

* These scholarships are presented at the Senior Awards Assembly, which is held annually in late May. 

Photo Courtesy of 1956 Lion’s Tale 
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Leon home to a variety of scholarships
High school sweethearts
create senior scholarship 
Brooke Harrison
High Life Features Editor

The $12,000 Hanna-Abstein Scholarship, 
offered annually to seniors, was created by high 
school sweethearts Tye and Stephanie Hanna. 

“[Tye and Stephanie] wanted to do something 
to give back each year to a Leon student,” said 
Tye’s older brother, former Leon Principal Rocky 
Hanna. “It’s just their way of saying thank you 
for the wonderful moments and experiences they 
had while attending Leon.” 

Both Tye and Stephanie were very involved 
during their high school years. While Tye played 
both football and baseball, Stephanie joined 
Anchor Club and Student Government. 

“We started dating at the end of our sophomore 
year in high school,” Tye said. “What can I say, 
she begged me to go out with her.” 

Tye and Stephanie graduated from Leon in 
1984 and have since moved to Atlanta, where 
they currently live with their two children. Their 
daughter, Sydney, is a 17-year-old senior, and 
their son Cole is a 13-year-old seventh grader. 

They decided to create the Hanna-Abstein 
Scholarship during Rocky’s initial years as 
principal of the school.

Not only was the scholarship created to aid 
students with limited scholarship opportunities, 
but also to commemorate the Hanna family 
name. 

“Myself, my brother, my sister, my father, 
my grandmother, and I’d probably say 25 to 30 
cousins, aunts and uncles went to Leon High 
School,” Tye said. “And then also my wife, her 
brother, her father, her mother, and 25 to 30 

cousins, aunts and uncles went to Leon High 
School as well.” 

Students who do not meet the requirements 
for a Bright Futures Scholarship can apply for 
the Hanna-Abstein Scholarship, which offers 
the student $3,000 a year for four years.

According to the Leon High School 
Foundation, the award is given to a student who 
has “displayed exemplary character over their 
four-year career at Leon High School.” 

“It makes me feel good that the Hanna name 
will continue to be a part of the senior awards 
ceremony,” Rocky said. “And [the award] be 
given to a Leon Lion that will move forward in 
life and represent our school and the wonderful 
traditions that we’re known for.

“I’m very proud of my little brother.”

Tye and Stephanie Hanna, who live in Atlanta, pose 
with their two children, Sydney, 17, and Cole, 13.

•

Leon Foundation/Tallahassee •	
Community College Scholar-
ship

Hanna Abstein Scholarship•	

Ann Grosmaire Theater & •	
Dramatic Arts Scholarship

Jim Nettles Student Govern-•	
ment Scholarship

Todd C. Smith Journalism •	
Scholarship

Brooks Rogers Swimming •	
Scholarship

Outstanding Social Studies Stu-•	
dent

Student Government:
Nan Paige Hall Outstanding •	
SGA Member

Outstanding SGA Senior Award•	

Leon High School Foundation 
Awards

Bernard Miller Football & •	
Wrestling Scholarship Fund

Oksenberg Scholarship Fund•	

Tallahassee Surgical Associates •	
Scholarship

“Musicians’ Musician” Frets•	

Mathematics:
MathMaster Award•	

Publications:
Special Recognition to Senior •	
Staff (Yearbook and Newspaper)

Science:
Ida Myrick Outstanding Senior •	
Physics Student

Outstanding Senior Science Stu-•	
dent

Social Studies:
Outstanding American History •	
Student

* These scholarships are presented at the Senior Awards Assembly, which is held annually in late May. 

Photo Courtesy of Tye Hanna
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Each spring semester, teachers are given the op-

portunity to host an intern.
Leon accepts interns from Florida State Univer-

sity, Florida Agricultural and Mechanical Univer-
sity, Flagler College and other colleges.

Assistant Principal of Curriculum Sarah Hem-
bree works with the coordinator for interns, Donna 
Harper, every semester to find any possible open-
ings. 

“I think the internship program is a valuable part 
of growing and breeding new teachers,” Hembree 
said. “The teachers get to learn the new techniques 
and research. I think it also opens the door for new 
possible teachers.”

Teachers have to meet certain requirements be-
fore they can host an intern.

The teacher has to have taught at least three 
years prior to having an intern. The teacher also has 
to take an 18-hour clinical education class, which 
covers how to provide feedback and assist the in-

tern if needed. 
English teacher Stephanie Toliver interned at 

Leon in the spring of 2011. 
“When you are taking classes, you are learning 

about what you are going to do instead of actually 
doing it,” Toliver said. 

Although Toliver interned, and now teaches, at 
Leon, she was looking at two other schools in St. 
Petersburg and Maryland.

“Those schools did not have the family feel like 
Leon does,” Toliver said. “Leon shaped me to be 
the teacher that I am.”

Toliver interned for English teacher Diane 
Chancy, who has been supervising interns for the 
past 20 years. 

“I petitioned for [Toliver] to get the job here,” 
Chancy said. 

Chancy began interning because Dr. John Sim-
mons of Florida State University asked if she would 
supervise interns. 

She has been hosting interns ever since.
“Nothing prepares you for your first year of 

teaching like your third year,” Chancy said.

Interns gain valuable teaching experience
Courtney Young
High Life Features Editor

Name: Stephanie Bentley
Subject: Biology 
Teacher: Janice Ouimet
Reason she began teaching: “I was really in-
spired by my high school biology teacher.”
Top of her bucket list: travel to Ireland.

Name: Eric Rodriguez
Subject: U.S. History
Teacher: Joshua Stewart
Why he began teaching: “I enjoy being in the 
school setting and working with students.”
Top of his bucket list: host a late-night talk show.

Name: Takira Deal
Subject: Guidance Counselor
Teacher: Aline Pla
Why she began teaching: “I wanted more of a 
personal relationship with students.”
Top of her bucket list: travel to Africa.

Name: Nicole Davis
Subject: Chorus and Keyboarding
Teacher: Judy Arthur
Reason she began teaching: “In high school, I 
had a great chorus intern who inspired me.”
Top of her bucket list: visit New York City.

Name: Maximo Santana
Subject: English I Honors and Humanities
Teacher: Diane Chancy
Why he began teaching: “I had great teachers 
who inspired me to inspire other people.”
Top of his bucket list: live in every major city in 
the world.

Name:  Michelle Slaney
Subject: English II
Teacher: D. Laurel Lemley
Why she began teaching: “I really wanted to 
reach younger generations with important issues.”
Top of her bucket list: travel and be able to learn 
as much as she can from each experience.

Name: Michelle Tigue
Subject: English I
Teacher: Sarah Harris
Why she began teaching: “I enjoy helping 
people and I love English.”
Top of her bucket list: run in the Boston Mara-
thon.
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On game day, in the collegiate 
and professional athletic world, 
athletes dress up.

Very rarely do high school 
student-athletes dress up on their 
game days.

Why is that?
Gentlemen could wear a button- 

down shirt and tie, and the ladies 
could wear a simple dress or skirt.

Yes, team members typically wear 
a T-shirt and sweats, but something 
about a tie and a dress presents the 
image of professionalism. 

Dressing for success helps bring 
success.

There may be some underlying 
psychological reasoning behind  
why people dress up on game day. 

When you know you look good, 
you hold your head higher and carry 
yourself with more pride. 

You just feel good.
Dressing up shows respect to  

not only yourself, but for the school 
and team you are representing.

Unless you go to a school that 
requires a uniform, dressing up does 
not happen very often in the public 
school world.

People often wonder when 
Leon’s athletes are competing.

But when you walk in a room 
dressed up, and it is not a common 
occurrence, it puts all of the focus 
on you.

In return, that gives you a chance 
to talk to your fellow peers and 
teachers about your game that day 
or night. 

So, if student-athletes were 
required to dress up on game day, 
everyone would automatically know 
that it is game day. 

Dressing up shows that you 
care. 

When an entire team is dressed 
up for every game day, the look of 
formality exemplifies uniform and 
equality. 

If you think about it, dressing up 
maybe two days out of the week is 
preparing us for the real world.

When we leave these hallways 
and get a full-time job, we might 
have to dress up every day.

Remember the words once 
uttered by former Florida State 
football standout Deion Sanders:

“If you look good, you feel good. 
If you feel good, you play good. If 
you play good, they pay good,” 

www.leonhighlife.com

Savannah Watson
High Life Sports Editor 

Dressing up 
on game day

Old gym may get artificial turf floor

John Ike Smith-Schoenwalder
High Life Sports Editor

Mina Kaji
High Life Sports Editor

Welch enjoys historical career

Senior Lindsey Welch was 
the No. 2 singles player on the 
2013 girls varsity tennis team, 
a formidable leap from her 
previous rank of No. 5.

At her previous position, 
she won back-to-back state 
titles in 2011 and 2012.

“The transition was really 
hard in the beginning and was 
a new level of tennis that I 
wasn’t prepared for,” Welch 
said. “But I adjusted and 
learned after I lost to Bolles 
and Ponte Vedra.”

Welch has been playing on 
the Leon varsity tennis team 
all four years of high school. 
During her first two seasons, Leon’s 
girls won state team titles.

Her individual titles at the five 
spot came during her sophomore and 
junior seasons.

In her final year, Leon’s girls were 
runner-up in the state. 

“It was incredible to win back-to-
back singles championships,” Welch 
said. “I honestly didn’t think I could 
do it, but with support from my girls, 
they helped me believe I could. It took 
a lot and there were tough matches, 

but it was a sweet pay-off.”
Throughout the years, Welch has 

learned from former captains, and 
has earned her spot as a co-captain 
with senior Caroline Shafer.

“I really enjoy being a leader 
on the team,” Welch said. “I had 
awesome captains before me and it’s 
been a great experience to help lead 
the team this year and to state.”

Varsity tennis coach Kevin 
Record sees her effort every day on 
the tennis courts.

“When it was her turn to be in 

a position to lead as a 
senior, she seized that 
opportunity,”Record 
said. “And she has done 
a great job of leading by 
her day-to-day actions 
and also in being that 
person who was one step 
ahead of everything.

“She’s been all in. 
She knows the way, 
and she has showed the 
way.”

Welch enjoys 
teaching her teammates, 
and improving their 
game.

 “The best part about 
being a part of the tennis 
team at Leon is that it’s 

definitely a family,” Welch said. “It’s 
so much more than tennis.”

Welch’s close relationship with 
her family influences her interests 
and hobbies.  

Welch’s 22-year-old sister, 
Christina, graduated from Leon in 
2006.

In addition to Lindsey, Christina 
won a No. 5 state singles title.

 “I do everything my sister does,” 
Welch said.

Senior Lindsey Welch competes in a singles match at the state 
championships in Orlando in mid-April. 

Leon is predicted to be the largest 
high school in town next year, and 
many remodeling projects are being 
considered. 

Most recently, administrators have 
been looking at the possibility of 
renovating the old gym. If the logistics 
work out, they are planning on putting 
turf in the old gym and moving the 
weights upstairs.

This improvement stems from the 
issue of flooding. During certain times 
of the year, the fields are unplayable 
due to heavy rain. 

This hinders sports teams because 
they have no choice but to cancel 
practice. However, if the old gym had  
turf they could continue their drills 
inside.

“We have the smallest space of 
any high school,” athletic director 
Mark Feely said. “We only have one 
field, and when it rains it’s deep under 
water.”

The inspiration for this remodeling 
came from Florida State University. 
They are having an identical upgrade 
done to their indoor practice facility, 
also due to inclement weather.

There is no set price yet, but 

e s t i m a t e s 
should be 
made by the 
end of the 
school year. 
The money 
w o u l d 
come from 
an internal 
budget, and 
would have 
to be raised. 

 “It’s 
b a l l p a r k 
less than 
$ 2 0 , 0 0 0 , ” 
F e e l y 
said. “It is 
something we can do.” 

 Head football coach Tim Cokely 
has had experience with turf material, 
and has gone through the same 
process with his school in Atlanta. 

“I believe it is going to work 
at some point,” Cokely said. “The 
variable is time. We want to make 
Leon football first class.”

The possible renovation of the 
old gym would not just benefit 
Leon football, but all of Leon sports 
programs as well as the physical 
education department.

 “As every program grows, they 
are going to say, this is what we need 
to help our program,” Feely said.  
“You always want to try to do a little 
better, and if we can do it, let’s do 
it.”

If this plan was put into action, it 
would be done in the summer.

“This is not a construction project, 
it’s a flooring issue,” Feely said. 
“It sounds big, but it’s really just 
carpet.”

If Leon were to install turf in the 
gym, it would distinguish itself from 
other local high schools.

If turf was installed, the weights would move upstairs and there 
would be increased floor space for practice drills.

Mina Kaji

photo courtesy of Lindsey Welch 
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Freshman runner sets herself apart 

Freshman Grace Lockhart runs in the 3200-meter race in Jacksonville 
at the Bolles Bulldog Classic. She placed 16th out of 28 runners.

Newsome leaves lasting impact on two Leon sports

Savannah Watson
High Life Sports Editor

Leon High Life

With track season in full swing, freshman 
Grace Lockhart has distinguished herself as 
an integral member of the track team. 

Lockhart has stood apart from the rest, 
placing first multiple times at various track 
meets in the 800-meter and mile events. 

Lockhart’s favorite thing about track is 
the speed aspect. This is evident in her mile 
time of 5:40, 30 seconds faster than what the 
other girls on the Leon track team average. 

Lockhart is the second-fastest runner 
on the team, behind senior captain Autumn 
Wable.

Wable has taken notice of Lockhart’s 
talent, and has enjoyed running with her this 
season.

“Grace is one of the hardest working 
girls I know,” Wable said. “She is going to 
go so far with her running in the next three 
years. I wish I could see her blossom into a 
superstar.”

Lockhart’s goal this season is to 
constantly better her time, and she has seen 
drastic improvement since joining the Leon 
track team. She has shaved 25 seconds off 
her personal-best mile time at Cobb Middle 
School. 

“I have found that the key to success is 
that practice makes perfect,” Lockhart said. 
“Track has taught me perseverance, and that 
if you put your mind to it you can achieve 

anything.”
Lockhart runs six days 

a week, in addition to 
participating in one or two 
meets. 

“The practice is good 

because it helps keep us 
in shape,” Lockhart said. 
“We run about six or seven 
miles a day, and it builds up 
our much-needed strength. 
Sometimes we have to 

take iron pills to replenish our bodies due to the 
physical exertion.”

Lockhart is optimistic about qualifying 
for state this season with just a little more 
improvement, and she owes a lot of her successes 
to her coach, Andrew Wills.

“Coach Wills really does help us to do our 
best,” Lockhart said. “He always encourages 
and believes in us.”

Lockhart not only has talent for running, but 
she also thoroughly enjoys it.

“Running is fun competition,” Lockhart 
said. “When you get done running, there is a 
feeling of accomplishment when you reflect on 
it. Running is therapeutic for me and helps me 
forget about a stressful day.”

Lockhart looks forward to next season, and 
being able to continue to be a leader to other 
girls on the team. 

“I try to help out the other girls as much as I 
can,” Lockhart said. “The whole team is really 
close and it’s like my second family.”

Her teammates notice her innate leadership 
skills, and believe she will go far.

“She’s leading the team already as a 
freshman,” teammate Mary Dixon said. “I can 
definitely imagine her being the track captain 
in years to come due to her hard work and 
perseverance.”

In light of her current success, she has made 
the decision to run collegiately after high school. 
She hopes to one day receive a scholarship to 
the school of her choice.

The lessons that senior Kimberly Newsome has 
learned from her high school sports experiences 
will probably last a lifetime.  

“Flag football has taught me how to work hard, 
and how hard work pays off,” Newsome said. 

Newsome began playing flag football at a 
young age.

“My mom gave me the choice between 
volleyball and flag football,” Newsome said.

“And I wasn’t about to play volleyball.”
Newsome is the center on offense, and safety 

on defense for the varsity team.
“Kim is a great person on and off the field,” 

teammate Mikayla Nichols.
“I could not be more privileged to be a co-

captain with her. She always gives 110 percent 
and does her best to pick everyone else up.”

Newsome’s leadership is very obvious to her 
team and coaches. 

“It has been a pleasure coaching Kim,” flag 
football coach Chelsea Parmer said. 

“What’s most impressive is Kim’s growth as 
a player and leader over the years. She is a quiet 
leader on the field, as she leads by example. And 
off the field she has the personality to entertain 
and keep the team always having fun.” 

Newsome’s favorite thing about flag football 
is the rivalry between Leon and Chiles.

Even though she started playing flag football 

to stay in shape for soccer, flag football has given 
her many friends.

“I love playing with my best friend,” teammate 
Sierra Robinson said. “She is someone that I can 
always count on. She is a competitor and always 
has something positive to say.

“Kim is a great captain because she gets along 
with everyone and the team respects her.”  

Newsome’s first love is soccer. 
She began playing soccer when she was 

seven years old. 

Newsome has been playing on the soccer team 
since her sophomore year.

She enjoys soccer more because it is more 
intense.

“With soccer there is a chance that you can go 
to college for it,” Newsome said. 

Newsome plans on attending Santa Fe College 
in Gainesville.

She loves animals and hopes to pursue a career 
in Zoology.

Senior reflects on dedicated involvement with flag football and soccer teams

Senior Kim Newsome attempts to steal the ball from 
a Navarre High School player in a tournament on 
FSU’s intramural fields.

photo courtesy of  flrunners.com

Newsome catches a pass during a game against 
Chiles High School during her sophomore season.

photo courtesy of Kara Newsome photo courtesy of Kara Newsome
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From reliever to ace, senior star delivers 

Sarah Schrader-Nahoom
High Life Sports Editor 

www.leonhighlife.com

Sibling relationship key to athletic success 

@TheLeonHighLife

William Smith, currently ranked as the Lions’ No.1 pitcher, takes his turn at bat.

William Smith has brought talent 
and tranquility to the Leon baseball 
team this year. 

The senior pitcher and first baseman 
has had a passion for baseball since the 
age of eight. 

“I grew up playing baseball with my 
brother,” Smith said. “It’s fun.” 

Smith was a reliever his junior year, 
which meant he would come in and fin-
ish a game or substitute for a player. 

Holding a reliever position can be 
stressful because the player has to come 
in and protect the lead of the team or 
prevent the game from getting out of 
control. 

“Will did that well,” Coach Robert 
Read said. “He was able to translate 
that talent into his starting varsity posi-
tion and he keeps himself out of trouble 
that way.”

Positions are determined before the 
season during the fall practice. Smith 
was initially scheduled to be the ace 
pitcher. 

However, junior Andrew Kunkler’s 
pitching skill surpassed Smith’s and 
Smith did not keep the ace spot. 

But Smith made an exponential 
comeback and was bumped back up to 
being the No. 1 pitcher.

“Will is a great guy and he worked 
his butt off to get the number one spot,” 
Kunkler said. “All through the year, 
I’ve always wanted Will to excel in his 
pitching because there’s nobody else 
on the team that deserves the role more 
than he does.”

Even though Smith has a special 
talent in this sport, he does not want to 
play in college at FSU. Instead, Smith 
wants to major in engineering. 

“I want to focus on school more,” 
Smith said. “Baseball is fun but there 

are also times where I don’t want to be 
out there.” 

The Lions’ season started slow, but 
Smith believes that they have gotten 
better and have grown as a team.

“I try not to take the stress of the 
game too seriously,” Smith said. 

Teammates think the same when it 
comes to Smith’s anxiety methods.

“Will is a great friend and an even 
better teammate,” Zac Taylor said. “His 
ability to stay calm in those close games 
is key to our success this year.”

Fellow teammate Tucker Norton 
agrees. 

“William has the ability to put all the 
negatives behind and just think ahead to 
the next pitch or swing,” Norton said. 

In addition to his teammate’s stand-
points, Read has also seen character de-
velopment within Smith.

“Will is more of a quiet leader,” 
Read said. “He leads by example and 
his success on field speaks for most of 
his leadership. As a coach, you’re going 
to end up using that, because he molds 
into any role.”

Along with the ability to calm the 
whole team, Smith has been able to 
handle his own personal struggles as 
well.

Smith has suffered some injuries 
this season. He experienced a concus-
sion during a game over spring break 
and had a serious cut on his forehead.

Not wanting to give up without a 
fight, Smith kept playing in the game 
and was later taken to the emergency 
room to get his cut glued.

Not only does Smith excel in base-
ball, but in academics as well. He is the 
president of Interact Club, president of 
El Cid, and is a member of Pierian and 
the Science honor societies. 

“Will is academically sound and is 
going to be successful,” Read said. 

photo courtesy of William Smith

When someone hears the word 
“twin,” many things pop in mind: the 
similarity in looks and the liking of the 
same things. While most of those as-
sumptions are just stereotypes, the case 
of Taylor and Tyler Dyals is different.

These junior twins play a crucial 
role in each other’s athletic lives. Tay-
lor plays varsity softball and Tyler plays 
varsity baseball. Their support for each 
other is key to their athletic success.  

“No matter what, we always back 
each other up through the thick and 
thin,” Tyler said.

Their close sibling relationship 
started when they both played travel 
ball together at a young age. Once they 
matured, they moved on to their desired 
sports. 

Tyler came from Florida High to 
Leon halfway through his freshman 
year. The Dyals family thought that 
Leon was athletically and academically 
better. 

Taylor followed her brother and 
came to Leon, but was ineligible to play 
softball for half the year. She was later 
moved up to varsity. She plays first base 
and catcher. 

“It’s something that’s very mind 
clearing for me,” Taylor said. “I have 

fun with it.”
Taylor also plays an important role 

on the softball team. She gives personal 
pep talks to teammates who need con-
fidence. 

Her motto is belief. This inspira-
tion came from a tragic family incident 
where Taylor’s uncle, police officer 
Chad Reed, was shot in the line of duty 
in Dixie County. Her mother ensured 
the family that everything would be 
okay as long as they believed. 

“There’s no greater love than a man 
to lay down his life for another man,” 
Taylor said. 

Taylor used her mom’s confidence 
and adopted her motto and has applied it 
to the softball team. The saying around 
the team is “if you believe in yourself, 
then we believe in you.”

Taylor and her mom, Lynna, also 
have matching tattoos on their feet that 
say “believe” and the bible verse John 
15:13 to commemorate their confi-
dence. 

Her brother Tyler has been playing 
baseball for 12 years. He plays third 
base and is the junior captain of Leon’s 
varsity baseball team. 

“It’s a big responsibility to have,” 
Tyler said.

His muse for baseball rests with his 
family. Tyler’s father was offered base-

ball scholarships in high school and 
Tyler also has cousins who play minor 
league baseball. Derek Jeter of the Yan-
kee baseball team is another major role 
model in Tyler’s life.  

Not only do these siblings share the 
same passion for sports, but they are 
each other’s entourage as well. Before 
games, they hit hands through the fence 
and wish each other luck. 

“Where he is, I am,” Taylor said. “If 
he doesn’t have a game, then he is at 
mine, and if I don’t have a game, I’m at 
his. When it comes to athletics, we are 
very close.”

“We pretty much know what’s go-
ing on in each other’s lives,” Tyler said. 
“She is very supportive of me.”

But the twins share some unfortu-
nate events, too. They have both suf-
fered injuries that have inhibited their 
playing ability. 

Whenever disaster strikes, they are 
constantly by each other’s sides. Tyler 
has had to go to the emergency room 
because of baseball injuries and Taylor 
shows up every time, even if she has a 
game. 

“I come to the emergency room as 
quick as I can, usually still in my uni-
form,” Taylor said. 

The twins both want to continue 
to play their sports in college. Taylor 

would love to play Division I softball 
for Florida, Georgia, Auburn, or any-
where close to home. Her long-term 
goal would be to play in the World Se-
ries. 

Tyler wants to play baseball for 
Saint Leo’s University and aspires to go 
professional. 

photo courtesy of the Dyals
At age 10, twins Taylor and Tyler Dyals 
pose together during a travel ballgame. 
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03/12/13 Rickards
03/14/13 Ridgeview
03/15/13 Godby
03/26/13 NFC
03/29/13 at Chiles
04/02/13 Middleburg
04/05/13 at Middleburg
04/09/13 Bainbridge
04/12/13 Orange Park
04/16/13 at Lincoln
04/18/13 at Wakulla

Softball 
Date           Opponent
02/01/13  Godby
02/01/13 Wakulla
02/15/13  Middleburg 
02/20/13 at Godby
02/22/13 at Middleburg 
02/23/13 at Ridgeview
02/25/13  Florida High
03/04/13  at Chiles 
03/06/13  at Lincoln
03/08/13  at Orange Park 
03/09/13 at Oakleaf 
03/12/13 Lincoln
03/13/13  Wakulla
03/14/13 Oakleaf 
03/26/13 Maclay
03/27/13 Rickards
03/28/13 Chiles
04/01/13 at Maclay
04/03/13 Ridgeview
04/05/13 Orange Park

 
 

Baseball
Date           Opponent
02/12/13 Wakulla 
02/14/13 at Rickards 
02/16/13 at Orange Park
02/20/13 at Lincoln 
02/23/13 at Ridgeview
02/26/13 at NFC
03/01/13 Chiles
03/05/13 at Godby
03/07/13 Oakleaf
03/09/13 at Oakleaf

Results
 L, 8-4
W, 10-0
 L, 3-1
 L, 9-8
 L, 12-8
 L, 5-4
 L, 5-4
W, 11-0
 L, 5-2
 L, 3-1

Results
W, 10-5
W, 4-3
W, 7-5
W, 8-1
 L, 4-3
W, 9-5
   Rain
W, 5-0
 L, 5-2
 L, 10-0
 L, 2-1
 L, 7-5
W, 4-3
W, 3-0
W, 10-0
W, 9-1
 L, 3-1
W, 17-0
   Rain

Tennis  
Date           Opponent                                
02/08/13 at Lyman
02/09/13 at Winter Park
02/15/13 at Ft. Walton Beach
02/16/13 at Crestview
02/21/13 at Maclay
02/22/13 at Bolles
02/23/13 at Ponte Vedra 
02/26/13 Choctaw 
02/27/13 at Chiles 
03/01/13 Niceville
03/02/13 Mosley
03/06/13 Lincoln
03/07/13 at City Championships
03/12/13 at Lincoln 
03/14/13 Godby
03/25/13 Rickards
03/27/13 Chiles
03/28/13 Maclay

Results
4-3 / 7-0
0-7 / 0-7
7-0 / 7-0
7-0 / 7-0
7-0 / 2-5
3-4 / 0-7
3-4 / 3-4
7-0 / 7-0
6-1 / 6-1
7-0 / 4-3
6-1 / 6-1
7-0 / 5-2
 1st   /  1st

7-0 / 6-1
7-0 / 7-0
7-0 / 7-0
3-4 / 6-1
7-0 / 5-2

Leon High Life

Results 
 L, 8-13
 L, 2-15
 L, 3-16
W, 6-3
 L, 13-8
 L, 9-2
W, 6-5
 L, 25-4
 L, 19-6
 L, 19-0
 L, 9-8
W, 13-10
 L, 14-4
W, 15-1
 L, 8-2
 L, 15-5
W, 17-0
   Rain

W, 10-0
W, 11-1
W, 11-0
W, 3-2
 L, 8-6
W,  9-3
 L, 4-1
W, 7-1
W, 10-0
W, 3-2
 L, 9-2

B/G 04/09/13 at Wakulla

Lacrosse
Date           Opponent
02/18/13 at Mandarin
02/22/13 at Bolles
02/23/13 at Creekside
02/26/13 Lincoln
03/01/13 at Mandarin
03/05/13 at Chiles
03/09/13 Gulf Breeze
03/12/13 at Maclay
03/15/13 at Nease
03/16/13 at Ponte Vedra
03/22/13 Buchholz
03/26/13 at Lincoln
03/28/13  Winter Park 
03/31/13 at Pensacola 
04/02/13 Chiles
04/04/13  Maclay
04/09/13  Gainesville
04/11/13 at Bartram Trail

Flag Football
Date           Opponent
03/11/13 Florida High 
03/29/13 Chiles  
04/02/13 at Lincoln
04/05/13 at Capital City Tourn.
04/10/13 FAMU
04/13/13 at Dr. Phillips
04/14/13 at Seminole Ridge
04/16/13 at Godby
04/17/13 Rickards 

Results
 L, 18-0
W, 7-6
 L, 18-6
 L, 7-6
 L, 20-0
W, 13-7
 L, 40-0
W, 6-0
W, 20-19

John Ike Smith-Schoenwalder
High Life Sports Editor  

Knox reflects on golf career after Leon

Kenny Knox, a 1974 
Leon graduate, played 
four years of high school 
golf and knew from the 
start that he wanted to go 
pro.

“I never dreamed of 
anything else,” Knox said. 
“That’s all I dreamed of, 
was playing professional 
golf.”

Knox became a pro-
fessional golfer imme-
diately after graduating 
from Florida State Uni-
versity in 1978. He won 
his first professional 
event, the Honda Classic, 
in 1986.

“Winning my first 
professional event told 
me that I had what it took 
to do it,” Knox said.

During his career,  
Knox won three events 
on the Professional Golf-
ers’ Association (PGA) 
tour, with a memorable 
fourth-place finish at the 
1991 PGA Champion-

ship. He is known for his 
exceptional short-game.

“From the start, I 
knew the key to success,” 
Knox said. “You practice 
hard, you work hard and 
you dream hard. I never 
believed I was as good as 
[the best golfers] were, 
but I believed I could be 
someday if I worked for 
it.”

Knox’s golf career 
was cut short by a back 
injury in 1992.

“My biggest regret is 
injuring my back,” Knox 
said, “as I wasn’t able to 
come back from that in-
jury and compete at the 
same level I had in my 
previous years.

“I never really did 
come back from it.”

Knox currently man-
ages his own, self-made 
business, Kenny Knox 
Golf, and is a full-time 
golf instructor in Talla-
hassee. He loves his job 
and enjoys passing on 
tips and experiences to 

his clients and friends.
“The only thing I can compare 

to the feeling that you get from 
hitting great golf shots is helping 
other people hit great golf shots 
and helping them realize their po-
tential,” Knox said. “It gives me 
great pleasure to be able to help, 
especially young people, and to 
get them motivated to pursue their 
dreams.”

Knox currently resides in Tal-
lahassee, but frequently travels 
around for his short-game school.

“Now, I just try to enjoy the 
game and give back to the game,” 
Knox said.

Present this ad for 
15% off any service! 

photo courtesy of thuzio.com
Kenny Knox, who graduated from 
Leon in 1974, has won three PGA tour 
events.


