
 Thomas Stege, Leon’s Resource Officer, at his desk in the Nettles building.
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Officials address ongoing issues
Olivia Nash
High Life News Editor

Leon continues to experience 
problems with trash, stolen items and  
reckless driving, according to Deputy 
Thomas Stege and Principal Billy 
Epting.

Trash left around school has been 
an issue for years and it’s simply due 
to laziness, say Stege and Epting.

“Some kids can’t seem to put 
a square pizza box in a round trash 
can,” Stege said. 

What most kids don’t realize is 
how many visitors the school has ev-
ery day, including parents and even 
legislators.

“It’s embarrassing when they see 
a pizza box right on the front yard,” 
Epting said. 

Epting has been walking around 
school during and after lunch to pick 
up trash himself.

There are at least nine trash cans 
in front of the school and that doesn’t 
include the ones on the sides of the 
school, in the classrooms and in the 
hallways. Because there are already 
so many trash cans available, Ept-
ing doesn’t believe adding more will 
solve the problem.

“I don’t want to put a trash can 
every three feet,” Epting said. 

Another troubling issue around 
Leon is stolen items, especially cell 
phones. This usually occurs in locker 
rooms and it is very difficult to find 
a phone once a student has stolen it. 

However, in some cases a phone can 
be retrieved due to an app called Find 
my iPhone.

Students parking in places they 
aren’t supposed to and receiving tick-
ets and getting towed is another on-
going problem. Leon is now cracking 

down on students who park illegally.
Many students come back from 

lunch late and park in a visitor spot to 
avoid receiving a tardy. 

What they do not realize is that a 
real visitor could come to Leon and 
not have a parking spot, school offi-
cials say.

 Two people were towed on Nov. 
7 in the Newman Lot, also known as 
the Dirt Bowl. The people towed were 
called by the school. 

However, these students had al-
ready received numerous warnings 
and at least five tickets for parking il-
legally. 

“I think there might be a misunder-
standing,” Epting said. “Leon doesn’t 
tow just to tow. 

“The school doesn’t make any 
money off of it.” 

Leon, for the most part, is a school 
with very privileged kids, Dean of 
Discipline Ricky Ardley noted.

Ardley explained that the reason 
parking is so crazy is because so many 
students have their own cars and drive 
to school. 

At Leon, only 12 buses are need-
ed, whereas at Rickards High School 
33 are needed. 

Archives provide rare glimpse into school’s past
Rachel Joyner
High Life Online Editor

In only a few dozen square feet in the media 
center, the Leon High School archives hold a cen-
tury of history.

Dr. Linda Teague began collecting Leon mem-
orabilia in 2005. A third generation Leon teacher, 
Teague has always been fascinated with the rich 
history within the halls.

“The human stories that people tell me,” Teague 
said, “those are what capture my imagination.”

While working on her book “The Lions’ Pride: 
A Pictorial and Anecdotal History of Leon High 
School”, Teague decided that Leon needed a safe 
place to keep its heritage.

With the help of former principal Rocky Hanna, 

Teague was able to set up the current 
archives room.

The archives offer an extensive 
history of Leon and Tallahassee going 
back to the 1920’s. 

Three formal dresses are currently 
on display alongside a recently added 
Marching Redcoats uniform. These 
dresses are donated examples of one of 
Leon’s past traditions: May Parties.

These parties, which were original-
ly held at the start of the 20th century, 
were city-wide summer parties that 
were continued until the late 1960’s 
when the addition of other high schools 
made it necessary to change the location. A few 
years later, Spring Time Tallahassee was created in 

see “archives” continued 
on pg. 4

Kate Milford
An outside view of Leon’s archives, located in the Media Center.
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YLT offers invaluable opportunities 

Last January I applied to be a 
part of a high school program called 
Youth Leadership Tallahassee. Of 
the 130 high school sophomores who 
applied, I was one of the lucky 32 
kids who were selected to be a part 
of YLT’s Class IX.

For anyone who is not familiar 
with YLT, it is a program that 
was put together by the Greater 
Tallahassee Chamber of Commerce. 
Each year, 30 to 36 upcoming 
high school juniors are selected to 
participate in monthly activities that 
introduce them to different ways to 
be an effective leader in and around 
their community.

At the time, when I applied to 
be in YLT Class IX, I had no idea 
how much it would impact my life. I 
applied with only one thing in mind: 
if I got in it would be a good college 
resume builder. After having been a 
part of the program for five months 
now I know now that YLT has given 
me, and indeed everyone who is in it, 
more than I can ever fully explain.

During one Tuesday of every 
month between July of 2012 and 

March of 2013,  I, along with the rest 
of my YLT class, meet at different 
Tallahassee locations. There, 
we are exposed to the different 
leadership styles and qualities that 
are involved in a particular job sector 
while participating in different, 
occasionally challenging, activities 
and discussions. So far, we have had 
days focused on creating a functional 
business, local politics, and most 
recently, a day devoted to public 
safety and law enforcement. 

If you think you would like 
repelling down the side of a four-
story building, participating in a 
mock election, using the jaws of 
life to destroy a car or learn how to 
be a TV personality then YLT is the 
program for you.

However, it is not just the 
incredible activities that we get to do 
that makes YLT such a great program 
to be a part of. One of the best 
things is the people I get to meet. 
Every month  I am lucky enough to 
be introduced to some of the most 
influential people in Tallahassee. 
People like Larry Campbell, Neil 
Skene and Andrew Gillum - people 
who have all excelled in their 
respective areas. People looking to 
instill the wealth of knowledge they 
have acquired over the years in us, 
the next generation of leaders. 

Everything we do in YLT pushes 
me to discover more about who I am 
as a person, as a leader and as a team 
member. 

This program has affected me in 
so many parts of my life, outside of 
my leadership skills. It has helped 
me begin to overcome my public 
speaking anxiety. It has made me a 
harder worker, more dedicated and 
more driven to reach my goals and 
more than anything else, it has taught 
me how to stive for something, fall 
short, and be able to get up and keep 
trying. 

This is my attempt to get every 
sophomore at Leon to apply to be in 
YLT Class X. If you are interested 
in the program go online to http://
leadershiptallahassee.com and find 
out when to apply.

Getting the opportunity to 
participate in such a powerful and 
influential program such as this one 
is something that only comes around 
once in a lifetime. Take advantage of 
it. Even if you think there is nothing 
you could learn from it, take the time 
to at least apply. The application 
process in itself is invaluable. 

Nothing I write will ever give 
YLT enough justice. Being selected 
to be a part of Class IX is something 
that will help me for the rest of my 
life.

Marcie Gsteiger-Cox
High Life Editorial Editor

“YLT has proved to be a fantastic learning experience 
that submerges us in real world problems. I know I will 
be able to take a lot away from it when it is all said and 
done.” -Junior Karly Cahill

“YLT is a wonderful organization and I’m so proud 
to be a part of it. This year alone I have learned more 
about the Tallahassee community and leadership than I 
ever thought I would.” -Junior Brooke Williams

Dear Editor,
On Thursday, Nov. 15, I re-

ceived a letter in my fifth period 
class that ruined my day. It said that 
I would have to take another EOC 
for Honors Algebra One, which I 
took in seventh grade, and Honors 
Geometry, which I took in eighth 
grade.

Although I did take an exam 
at the conclusion of each of those 
classes, because I came from a 
private school, I apparently did not 
take the correct EOC.

I am very angry because al-
though I passed both of those 
exams and achieved high A’s in 
the class, I have to take two exams 
in subjects that I have not studied 
in over a year, and I have to pass 
them. 

I know this problem does not 
just apply to me, and I wish some-
thing could be done about it.

 Mary Lynne Steinmeyer

Dear Editor,
Having The Spot here at Leon 

is really helpful.
The lines are short and they 

have enough food. But, they only 
sell wings, pizza and Chick-fil-A 
sandwiches.

Although those are all good 
foods, it would be nice to have 
more variety of meals.

Having those everyday really 
makes you want other types.

With different kinds of food, 
freshmen would probably be more 
motivated to stay on campus.

For example, if you had 
Tropical Smoothie, then instead 
of leaving school to go there, 
they could get the food here on 
campus.

 Brady Culpepper

What do you think of Youth Leadership Tallahassee?
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Take advantage of the holiday season

My favorite time of year is 
approaching. The chestnuts are 
roasting, the turkeys, well…fear for 
their lives. But it’s the never-ending 
cheer from individuals that I adore. 

However, there are those who 
do not share my love for this time 
of year. If it were the 19th century, 
these people would be referred to as 
Scrooges. 

These people tend to be identified 
by grumpy attitudes and usually turn 
the radio off when a holiday carol 
comes on. 

Have no fear, however. A 
Scrooge or Grinch can indeed be 
fixed: holiday cheer can be spread by 
the mere spirit of the season. 

For example, a simple smile can 
light up ones day like no other. 

So the next time you’re walking 
down the hallway, don’t look down 
on your phone. Look up with a smile. 
You never know, that one person you 
smile to may instantly have a better 
day.

After a while, you will notice 
your rosy cheeks and jolly attitude 

Write a Letter to the Editor.

Bring letters to Room IA4 or write to us online at www.leonhighlife.com

Have an opinion? Get it in the paper.

spread. Now, it is time to move onto 
phase two. 

Phase two is when you become 
either Santa or Mrs. Claus. 

Baking treats is my absolute 
favorite thing to do. I love whipping 
out my mitts and making all sorts 
of goodies. It tends to get me in the 
spirit. 

However, if you are baking- 
challenged, a simple note wishing 
your friend or teacher a happy 
holiday will be sure to enrich their 
inner elf. 

After people have responded 
positively to your smiles and 
attitude, now you may move onto 
phase three. 

For some, phase three could 
involve tacky reindeer sweaters. But 
for other extremists, it could involve 
costume light-up menorah earrings 
and non-stop singing of “Feliz 
Navidad.” 

As my dad would say, “That 
song is awful. They just sing ‘I Want 
to Wish You a Merry Christmas’ in 
different languages.”  

As much as I hate to admit it, he 
could be a Scrooge. 

All three of those tactics may be 
intense, but it’s sometimes what you 
have to do to crack the grouchiest 
Grinches. 

Now that you know how to crack 

a Scrooge, it is time to move onto 
other ways to enjoy the season. The 
next is to start a tradition. 

No matter what holiday you 
celebrate or what religion you are, I 
believe it makes you appreciate the 
season more if you have a tradition. 
It’s something your family bonds 
over and something another family 
cannot mimic. 

Personally, watching “A Smokey 
Mountain Christmas,” featuring 
Dolly Parton, helps keep the spirit 
of Christmas alive in the Wable 
household. Even if the acting and 
singing are cheesy. 

The holidays are a time for 
reflection on what you are truly 
grateful for. It is also a time for 
giving back. 

On the top of my wish list this 
year is that you all find a way to get 
involved during the holiday season. 

Volunteering your time to those 
who may not be having as jolly a 
season as you is always a great way 
to spread cheer. 

There are many opportunities 
in the community you can take 
advantage of to spread the wealth of 
the season around. 

Anchor club, for example, 
adopted two families through 
a program called Christmas 
Connection. 

We are providing Christmas 
presents for them because they are 
financially unable to provide it for 
themselves.

There are many other 
organizations you can get involved 
in. 

Interact Club is helping their 
parent sponsor, Tallahassee Rotary, 
ring the bell for the Salvation 
Army. Perhaps some of you have 
seen members ringing a bell on the 
sidewalk asking for donations. 

Local churches or homeless 
shelters are always in need of helpers 
to serve meals to the community. 

Toys for Tots, sponsored by 
the United States Marine Corps, 
provides toys for children in the 
community. 

My dad, when he served in 
the Marines, said that distributing 
toys was one of his most precious 
memories.

No matter what you do, my 
hope for you is to participate in the 
community. 

Because this is my last Christmas 
living at home, it makes everything 
much more surreal that my time as 
an adolescent is coming to an end 
and I hope to make the best of it.

This season only comes once a 
year, so really take the time to enjoy 
it. Happy Holidays from yours truly. 

Leon High Life

“My favorite part is having 
time off from school and 
seeing my family.” 
-Sophomore Bradley Coogan

“My favorite part about the 
holidays is spending time with 
family and catching up because 
I don’t get to see them often.” 
-Sophomore Mattison Sherer

“My favorite part is being 
able to cherish time with 
my elders.”
-Junior Kacy Clark

    My favorite part about the holidays... 

Autumn Wable
High Life Editorial Editor
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Leon brightens troops’ holidays    
Tess Johnson
High Life News Editor 

SGA and other clubs work with Operation Shoebox to send items overseas

Leon will be participating in Op-
eration Shoebox in order to help the 
troops overseas enjoy their holiday 
season.

Student Government Associa-
tion is hosting Operation Shoebox 
and has extended it to include many 
other clubs at Leon, including An-
chor Club. Club members will put 
together one to two shoeboxes filled 
with items such as toiletries, pack-
aged food and batterie. Each package 
will also include an enclosed letter.

Boxes must be unsealed and 
participants are encouraged to call 
hotels, dental offices, doctors’ offices 
and other companies that might be 
willing to donate items.

SGA is expecting at least 80 
boxes from its own club, Pierian and 
Anchor. 

“I have hopes of reaching 100 
boxes, but we will see,” Senior Class 
President Autumn Wable said.

However, this service activity is 
not limited to only club participants. 
Any Leon student who would like to 

donate a shoebox can deliver one to 
the SGA in room 305.

“This is a great cause,” Anchor 
sponsor Amanda Geiger said. “Any-
one and everyone is allowed to 
participate.” 

Once all shoeboxes have been 
turned in, no later than Nov. 30, 

Wable will personally drive all the 
shoeboxes down to Ocala, where they 
will be shipped off. Due to free mili-
tary shipping, Anchor will not have to 
pay out-of-pocket to get the boxes to 
their intended locations.

Wable presented the idea of Op-
eration Shoebox to SGA and Anchor. 

She got the idea from Laura Gorham 
who graduated last year.

“I worked with Laura in Student 
Government last year when she 
brought up the Operation Shoebox 
program,” Wable said. “I thought 
it was a great idea and I wanted to 
carry it on this year.” 

For some, Operation Shoebox 
goes beyond the simple kindness of 
gift giving. Leon itself has several 
seniors who will be joining the mili-
tary immediately after graduation, 
and others have family members cur-
rently serving.

Wable was especially interested 
in Operation Shoebox due to her own 
family’s involvement in the mili-
tary. She would like to do whatever 
she can to help the troops spend an 
enjoyable holiday.

“It definitely hits close to home,” 
Wable said.

Students are excited to participate 
in Operation Shoebox and make a 
difference this holiday season.

“This is a great way to show 
them how much we appreciate their 
service,” Anchor Vice President 
Helen Corrigan said.

A shoebox filled with toiletries and packaged food ready to be shipped 
to troops overseas for the holidays.

Pierian tutors students
Tess Johnson
High Life News Editor

LeonHighLife1

Members offer after-school homework assistance

Leon’s Pierian National Honor 
Society holds free after-school 
tutoring sessions for students 
who need help with homework or 
studying.

Sessions are held from Mon-
day to Thursday in the media 
center between 1:46 p.m. and 2:45 
p.m. Tutors are available to cover 
a variety of subjects, such as math, 
English, social studies and sci-
ence.

Pierian tutoring has been an es-
tablished club activity for several 
years and is a club requirement for 
standing members. Members are 
on a rotational schedule, as four 
different tutors help students once 
every two weeks. 

“The goal is to get a schedule 
figured out where all 84 Pierian 
members are participating with the 
tutoring,” Pierian sponsor Marty 
Towey said.

Typically, around three to four 
students arrive in the media center 
each day to receive tutoring. Some 
students are assigned a particular 
tutor, while other students come 
whenever they feel they need help.

Pierian member Allison 

Bowden, a junior, tutors a single student 
in order to provide individualized assis-
tance.

“It feels good to help someone who 
would otherwise be lost,” Bowden said. 

Pierian members are excited to get 
involved with something that will make 
a lasting difference and have enjoyed 
their time tutoring.

“I have loved [tutoring] so far be-
cause I feel, as a school community, we 
need to help each other out and this is 
one way I know that I can help," senior 
Pierian President Lucy Toman said.

Flyers can be found around campus 
to remind students of the available tutor-
ing and all students are welcome.

Pierian members Brooke Williams (left) 
and Rachel Markell (middle) tutor fresh-
man Rick Bessey after-school in the 
Media Center. 

Kate Milford

Mina Kaji

“Archives” cont. from pg.1
order to supplant it. The girls at the parties wore bright, full southern 

dresses that all matched, and the May Queen wore a different gown.
The archives also hold stories from the old Leon, located on Park 

Avenue.
An old tradition, Leon’s upperclassmen would form lines around 

Park Avenue to hit freshmen boys with belts. It was informally deemed 
the “beltline,” Teague recalled.

When Leon was moved, some people protested, saying that the school 
was too far out of town.

The first Lion’s Tale was published in 1926, and is held in the ar-
chives. In this edition, beside each student’s name is their nickname. The 
newspapers go back to 1920’s, when the paper was called “The Hill Top.”  
Before this, Leon had small student publications sporadically.

Teague’s grandmother was the first Leon newspaper instructor.
While Teague attended Leon, the Miami Herald sponsored an ex-

change program called Operation Amigo. Twenty-five students from 
Cali, Columbia stayed with Leon students for a few weeks. A telegram 
sent from Miami, from these students, is framed in the archives.

“We taught them ya’ll.” Teague said. “That’s why that’s in there.”
Throughout her 39-year career at Leon, Teague taught four different 

classes.  As Student Government Association sponsor, Teague led her 
students to create a historical video on Leon and later led the movement 
to get Leon on the National Register of Historic Places.

Teague encourages donations of Leon memorabilia from alumni 
past.

Present this ad for 
15% off any service! 
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Music comes naturally to Whitlock

Ellen-Claire Newell
High Life Features Editor

Ellen-Claire Newell
High Life Features Editor

“I’ve missed a lot of school,” McGarry said. 
“Thankfully my teachers are super understanding. 
The thing I’ve missed the most, though, is the social 
aspect of it. I’ve really missed a lot.”

McGarry was in the hospital for a total of seven 
days - four days in TMH and three days in Shands.

“It’ll be crazy, but I’m ready to be back,” 
McGarry said.

Being in the hospital was an eye-opening 

of people.
“After that, I started singing in 

church, and got enough positive 
feedback to actually start,” Whitlock 
said.

Alexis Whitlock, Cierra’s older 
sister, has seen the positive change in 
Cierra’s talent over the years.

“Since she’s started, her stage 
presence has improved,” Alexis 
Whitlock said. “You can tell she’s 
gotten a lot more comfortable.”

Now, Cierra Whitlock has done 
roughly 50 performances.

“When I was just starting out, most 
of my performances were volunteer, 
and I’d try to sing whenever I could,” 
Whitlock said. “Now that I’ve 
progressed, I get paid.”

Whitlock admits that even with 
all of her experience, she can still get 
nervous before a show.

“I do sometimes get nervous,” 
Whitlock said. “But it depends on if 

I’ve practiced enough and how many 
people are watching.”

Being on reality competition 
shows such as American Idol or 
X-Factor doesn’t appeal to Whitlock, 
due to her fear of what the shows 
might try and make her become.

“I wouldn’t want to try out for one 
of those shows,” Whitlock said. “They 
try to push you into a commercial-
type of artist, and I don’t like that.”

Whitlock’s unique range of voice 
allows her to sing many types of 
music genres.

“I sing a little of everything,” 
Whitlock said. “From blues to jazz to 
rock to alternative.”

Junior Kate Milford told her dad 
about Whitlock’s talents while in the 
seventh grade. Milford’s dad has a 
recording studio, and has been helping 
Whitlock record ever since.

“My dad’s been recording her 
music for the past four years,” Milford 

said. “She truly has an amazing voice. 
I can’t wait to see what she will do 
this year.”

Leon prides itself on its many 
performing arts programs. Junior 
Cierra Whitlock is one example of a 
truly talented Leon  performer.

Whitlock, an experienced singer, 
is a member of both the Mane Event 
and Melodear singing clubs.

“It’s a slim chance,” Whitlock 
said, “but I’d love to pursue a long-
term dream in singing.” 

Whitlock started singing at the 
age of six. Her inspiration came from 
listening to music with her family.

“My first performance was when 
I was six years old,” Whitlock said. 
“I was at my mom’s office party, and 
I went up to Pam Laws, a local jazz 
singer, and asked if we could sing a 
Natalie Cole song together.”

Whitlock’s first performance 
gave her the courage to sing in front 

Nothing seems to stop junior Shannon McGarry 
from staying positive – even a life or death brain 
tumor.

“I feel really lucky, personally,” McGarry said. 
“The doctors told me I’ve had the tumor since birth, 
but it wasn’t until six months before the surgery 
that I started getting seizures.”

When McGarry started getting seizures, she 
went to Tallahassee Memorial Hospital. TMH 
then referred McGarry to Shands Hospital, in 
Gainesville, to be looked at.

“The doctors at TMH originally told me that if 
I were to have surgery, I would die,” McGarry said. 
“But, when I went to Shands, they told me that I 
needed to have surgery that Monday.”

The doctors found the tumor and the surgery 
happened in a matter of two weeks. McGarry said 
she was almost in denial about her tumor, because 
of the short notice.

“It didn’t hit me that I actually had a brain tumor 
until right before the surgery,” McGarry said.

McGarry didn’t go to school since the end of 
September until a few days before Thanksgiving 
break.

@TheLeonHighLife

experience for McGarry.
“Seeing the little kids in Shands in worse 

conditions than me made me thankful that I wasn’t 
in their position,” McGarry said. “The whole 
experience has actually made me want to pursue 
a career in the medical field. I’ve learned so much, 
and staying in the hospital made me want to help 
others.”

McGarry, when she first found out about the 
tumor, had to break the news to her friends. She 
said they were surprised and didn’t want to believe 
it.

Elizabeth Mossell, a senior, has been with 
McGarry since she found out about the tumor.

“This whole thing has brought us together as 
friends,” Mossell said. “It’s taught us to be there for 
each other at a most difficult time.”

McGarry’s family was very supportive, but took 
the news of the tumor pretty rough. 

“My dad, since he’s a paramedic, didn’t react 
the same as the rest of my family,” McGarry said. 
“My mom, sisters, step sister, and brother, took it 
pretty hard.”

McGarry said her brother stayed home from 
school a lot to check on her and hang out with her.

“I have a really good family and I feel really 
blessed,” McGarry said.

Thankfully, the tumor ended up being benign, 
but was close to turning into neurocytoma, a much 
more serious condition.

Now, McGarry is free of seizures, but has vision 
issues and gets tired easier. 

Meg Walker, also a junior, has been with 
McGarry through her tough time.

“She’s been really strong and positive through 
it all,” Walker said.

A photograph of Shannon McGarry’s stitches, which 
she received after getting surgery.

Friends and family 
supported McGarry 
while she recovered 
from brain surgery

Junior Cierra Whitlock singing ‘Fix 
You’ by Coldplay at the Fall Festival in 
Railroad Square. 

Junior has grown and developed with her 
musical abilities from a young age 

Kate Milford

photo courtesy of Cam Whitlock
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All In the Family: Parent and kid combos are common at Leon
What the 

parents said

“I did intentionally kind of embar-
rass him on Halloween Day. I made 
sure we [the administrators who were 
dressed up] went to visit his classroom. 
I made sure I waved to him.” 
-Principal Billy Epting

“I love having them here. When we 
moved to Tallahassee, we specifically 
moved into the zone so they could go 
here.” -Math teacher Susan Nelson

Second generation kids show tradition
Brooke Harrison
High Life Features Editor

Below is a list of all of the Leon employees (boldfaced) and their children that attend Leon

Diane Chancy
Tanner Chancy, 12
Don Coon
Chris Coon, 9
Bruce Daniels
Eleana Daniels, 9
Billy Epting
Eric Epting, 12

“Honestly, I’ve really tried not to be 
that helicopter parent. I’ve tried to 
maintain a healthy environment for 
my children, their teachers and for 
me.” -English teacher Kayce Giglio

Mark Feely
Ryan Feely,11
Kayce Giglio
Michael Giglio, 9
Will Giglio, 11
Deshone Hedrington
TiShawne Hedrington, 10
Sarah Hembree
Samantha Hembree, 9

Leon is a school that values tradition. The 
school has a rich history, which means there are 
second, third, and fourth generation Leon stu-
dents walking the halls.

Of course, it is slightly different to be a Leon 
alum and a current faculty member, doubling as 
the parent of a student.

English teachers Kayce Giglio and Marty 
Towey, dance teacher Millie Seckel and recep-
tionist Molly Smith are Leon grads who have 
children currently attending the school. 

Giglio, who graduated in 1987, was one of 
five children to attend Leon. Michael Giglio, a 
freshman, and Will Giglio, a junior, are Giglio’s 
children. 

Towey graduated in 1984. Now her daughter, 
freshman Colleen Towey, and her son, sopho-
more John Towey, attend Leon. 

Smith, who attended Leon alongside her 
brother and sister, is the mother of freshman Jake 
Smith and senior Mary Phillips Smith. 

Seckel graduated in 1977, and is the mother 
of senior Jordyn Seckel. 

Giglio and Towey were both very involved 
as Leon students. Towey participated in Anchor 
Club, Student Government, Chorus, Capital 
Singers, and Madrigals. 

“It’s neat now to think that my children will 
be involved with some of those same activities,” 
Towey said. “My brother played basketball, and 
now my son plays basketball. Colleen is in cho-
rus, and I was very involved with Chorus.”

Seckel feels the same way, as all three of her 
children were involved in “every single activity” 
she was involved in. 

All four of these Leon alums, Seckel, Smith, 
Towey and Giglio, found themselves back at 
Leon, and believe it is as if they never left.

“Because I had such a wonderful experience 
at Leon, it was always a dream of mine to get 
back here,” Giglio said. 

The children of these Leon alums, therefore, 
are second generation Leon Lions.

“It’s pretty cool to go to the same high school 
as your mom,” Mary Phillips Smith said. “She 
knows a lot about Leon that I wouldn’t know if 
she hadn’t gone here.”

The tradition and pride that Leon represents 
is evident in the students, parents, teachers, and 
faculty. 

“Having parents and grandparents and some-
times great-grandparents who walked through 
the same halls makes it feel like a special place,” 
Towey said. 

English teacher Marty Towey poses for a pho-
tographer in 1984 at the age of 17. 

English teacher Kayce Giglio sits for her senior 
yearbook photo in 1987.
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All In the Family: Parent and kid combos are common at Leon

“I actually don’t see him at all. The 
only time I really see him is when he’s 
standing in the hallways.” 
-Senior Eric Epting

“It’s really helpful, because I’m not 
alone at the school. It was especially 
helpful for freshman year.” 
-Sophomore Chloe Nelson

“It’s not that bad, because I don’t really 
see her much.” 
-Freshman Michael Giglio

Below is a list of all of the Leon employees (boldfaced) and their children that attend Leon

I can use my parent’s 
office as a locker.

My parents are always 
there if I need them dur-
ing the day.

I get to see my children 
more often.

Parent-teacher conferences 
are challenging.

What the 
kids said

Susan Nelson
Chloe Nelson, 10
Jacob Nelson, 10
Anthony Reaves
Anthony Reaves, 9
Millie Seckel
Jordyn Seckel, 12
Art Skelly
Trey Skelly, 10

Molly Smith
Mary Phillips Smith, 12
Jake Smith, 9
Marty Towey
Colleen Towey, 9
John Towey, 10
Robert Zimmerman
Blake Zimmerman, 11

Pros 

My parents are the first 
to find out if I get in 
trouble.

They are always around 
to embarrass me.

Cons 
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Curriculum secretary Paige Twyman, who has 
been a part of Leon’s faculty for over five years, 
has a noteworthy connection to the 9/11 tragedy.

Before she was involved with Leon, she was a 
flight attendant for 20 years.

A few days before Sept. 11, 2001, Twyman was 
scheduled to work a four-day trip.

“I had this sense of dread,” Twyman said. “It 
was a nice flight. I just couldn’t explain why I 
didn’t feel like going.”

Twyman ended up trading flights with a co-
worker. After her trip, Twyman came back in town 
Sept. 10, 2001. 

“[The next day] I remember taking my daughter 
to school,” Twyman said. “Then I went to Black 
Dog Café to work on bids for work.”

Her mother called, frantically asking where 
she was. She also informed Twyman that the Twin 
Towers had been hit.

“If I had gone on that four-day trip, I would 
have been stuck in Los Angeles for another four to 
five days,” Twyman said.

In 1987, Twyman accompanied her friend for 
an interview with Piedmont Airlines in Greensboro, 
North Carolina. 

“I love road trips,” Twyman said. “So I was 
willing to go with him.”

Once they got there, Twyman’s friend surprised 
her with her own interview that same day.

After a long interviewing process, Twyman was 
offered a job as a flight attendant. Ironically, her 

friend did not get the job. 
Within two weeks of 

receiving the job, Twyman 
moved up to Winston Salem, 
N.C. for a four-week training 
period.

Then, she was based in 
Baltimore until she was moved 
to Annapolis, Md. six months 
later.

After three to four years in 
Annapolis, Twyman met her 
husband and moved with him 
to Saint Albans, England, a 
city just north of London.

Even though she lived in 
England, Twyman commuted 
to work whenever needed 
because her flights were free 
of charge.

In 1992, her daughter, 
Haylee, was born. 

“It was really hard [commuting to work] 
because I had no support,” Twyman said. “My 
husband’s parents were not really ‘baby people,’ 
so I would bring my daughter with me.”

Every time Twyman left for work, she dropped 
her daughter off in Tallahassee with her parents 
and then would continue to work.

When Haylee was one year old, Twyman and 
her family moved to Tallahassee. 

After about 18 years of working, she started 
getting joint pains and other health problems. It 

From flight attendant to secretary

was revealed that Twyman had been bitten by a tick 
and was suffering from Lyme disease. She went 10 
years untreated until she was diagnosed.

“Between that and the industry getting harder 
after 9/11, I decided to take a leave in 2005,” 
Twyman said.

After taking her leave, Twyman began 
volunteering constantly at Leon. 

“After a month or two of volunteering every 
day, Rocky [Hanna] told me ‘Please just work 
here’,” Twyman said.

Twyman has since worked her way up from 
receptionist to curriculum secretary.

Courtney Young
High Life Features Editor

While working as a flight attendant, Paige Twyman met people from all over 
the world, including these two Swedish children in San Fransisco in 1989.

Twyman reveals experience with past job and its relation to the 9/11 tragedy

photo courtesy of Paige Twyman

Taylor’s love for Spanish no small secret

@TheLeonHighLife

Spanish instructor Janet Taylor, 
now in her twelfth year at Leon, said 
her most memorable teaching mo-
ment came while she was working 
with immigrant children in Hunts-
ville, Texas.

It involved a boy named Miguel. 
He had never been to school until he 
was 10 years old. His first class was 
with Taylor. 

“He was in my fourth period 
class,” Taylor said. “He had never 
been to school, never done a math 
problem.”

Miguel was held back one year 
because he was not prepared for the 
next grade.

However, at the end of his second 
year with Taylor, he was becoming 
very familiar with the English lan-
guage. 

“The last time I saw him, he was 
fluent [in English] and doing well,” 
Taylor said. 

She taught students who needed to 

be fluent in English as well as Span-
ish.

She taught math, social studies, 
language arts, writing and science. 

During most of the day, Taylor 
taught in Spanish, their native lan-
guage. For about 45 minutes every 
day, she taught only in English.

“It helped that I was certified in 
elementary education,” Taylor said. 

“I had to be good in all areas.”
Taylor did not grow up in Talla-

hassee or Huntsville.
She was raised in Philadelphia.
Her first degree was from Valley 

Forge Christian College. Then, she 
attended Villanova University, where 
she received her master’s in religious 
studies.

After that, Taylor went to Sam 

Houston State University and became 
a certified teacher in elementary edu-
cation. 

At the end of every school year, 
students would take a test to deter-
mine whether or not they were ready 
for entirely English-speaking class.

After teaching there, Taylor taught 
at a correctional facility in Gadsden 
County for 19 months. 

Her husband’s new job required 
the two of them to move to Tallahas-
see. 

“It was a difficult move,” Taylor 
said. “I loved Texas.”

Even though she misses Texas, 
Taylor is fond of her job at Leon.

“I love it here at Leon,” Taylor 
said. 

Junior Kara Crump is taking Ad-
vanced Placement Spanish with Tay-
lor this school year. 

“Mrs. Taylor is so energetic with 
her teaching and focuses on the cul-
tural aspects of the language as well 
as grammar,” Crump said.

Janet Taylor teaching a second grade class in Texas prior to coming to Leon.

Courtney Young
High Life Features Editor

photo courtesy of Janet Taylor



There are few high 
school football players 
who can claim they can 
make a 50-yard field goal. 

Junior Ryan Feely is 
one of those players. 

In October, Feely 
kicked a 52-yard field goal 
in the fourth quarter of the 
Leon-Middleburg game.

This feat grabbed 
the attention of a lot of 
spectators and others, 
while proving to himself 
that kicking could end up 
being somewhere in his 
future.

Feely is 16 years old 
and has played football at 
Leon all four years of his 
high school career.

He decided to be a kicker when his 
dad, Mark, Leon’s athletic director, 
introduced him to kicking at a Leon 
football game when he was younger.

Feely admits his favorite memory 
of his Leon football career was when 
he broke the longest field goal record 
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Feely boots way into recordsBe a student 
before an ath-
lete 

Soccer dealt blow with Novey loss

The student-athlete title is one 
that gets misunderstood a lot.

The word student comes before 
the word athlete for a reason.  

Grades are more important than 
being the all-star quarterback for the 
football team. 

Sports are always going to be 
more enjoyable than school, but you 
have to get through one to enjoy the 
other. 

The odds of an athlete going on 
to compete at the collegiate level, 
and maybe even the professional 
level, are slim. 

If athletes are not keeping up 
with their studies and all they care 
about is the sport they are involved 
in, they will not go very far in life. 

We come to school for the 
academic part. That has a lot to do 
with the rules that govern students 
who transfer to different schools 
based on athletic programs. 

Coaches and teachers should 
work together to create stricter rules 
and guidelines for student-athletes. 

Without good grades, a student 
should not even be allowed to play 
on the team. 

Every athletic program should 
offer a tutoring program. 

This would provide every 
student with the opportunity to play 
their sport and have time outside the 
classroom to bring those grades up.

A mediocre grade-point average 
of a 2.5 allows students to play 
sports.

That is unacceptable. 
I understand that many students 

struggle with one or more subjects, 
but that doesn’t mean that they should 
ignore that grade-point average and 
think they are okay just because they 
can play a sport. 

Just because you play a sport, it 
does not mean you have the right to 
take school lightly.

If you choose to participate in 
a sport, you are committing to go 
above and beyond. 

Athletics are taken too seriously, 
especially at the high school level.

Student-athletes miss a ton 
of school. Leon’s teachers and 
administrators have always done 
their best to accommodate the 
special needs and time requirements 
of athletes.

In turn, I believe we student-
athlete should do our best to be on 
top of our books before we’re on the 
field.   

www.leonhighlife.com

earlier this year. His least favorite 
memory is when Leon lost to Lincoln 
this season.

Leon’s varsity team finished the 
season 2-8.

“Our team is more of a family,”  
Ryan Feely said. “We are all close knit 

and will remain brothers 
forever.”

“We’ve been through so 
much together, we will never 
forget these days.”

Feely is a big fan of 
professional  and  college 
football. His favorite National 
Football League kicker is 
Sebastian Janikowski, who 
played college football at 
Florida State in the late 1990’s. 
His favorite college kicker is 
Florida State’s current place 
kicker, Dustin Hopkins.

Feely has started to look 
at colleges, like most other 
juniors, but always thinks about 
how much he will miss Leon 
and the football program when 
he graduates.

“My favorite quote about 
Leon football is ‘There are only three 
things that matter in this world: your 
religion, your family, and the Leon 
Lions, in that order,’ ” Feely said.

Feely and his teammates are 
already looking to improve their 
skills and get ready for next year.

Senior Micah Novey injured 
his knee in the matchup on Nov. 13 
against  Columbia High in Lake City.

He suspects he may have injured 
his anterior cruciate ligament (ACL), 
but isn’t sure. He is awaiting results 
from his doctor.

“When I first hurt my knee I didn’t 
think it would end the season for me, 
but when my doctors told me it was 
probably an ACL tear, I knew then, 
that was it,” Novey said.

Novey is 18 years old and has 
been playing soccer for 14 years. 

 “Micah is a leader in defense and 
a big asset of the team,” Sophomore 
Lewis Langston said. “The team 
won’t feel the same without him and 
we’re praying he will return.”

He first began playing soccer 
when his family introduced it to him. 
He has been playing it ever since.

“Soccer is unique for me,” Novey 
said. “It’s a sport that can be played 
anywhere and any one person can 
afford. You just have to respect that.” 

Novey has played in many 
tournaments, as he has been playing 
club soccer for eight years. Some of 
his tournaments take place out of state. 
He said his favorite part of soccer is 
its competitiveness - one reason why 
he has won six championships in his 
club soccer career. 

On the other hand, Leon’s varsity 
team has started strong with four 
wins, three ties and zero losses.

Novey plays center back defense, 
but sometimes moves up to midfield.

“The reason we, the team, work 
well with each other is because we 
don’t take camaraderie for granted, 
it’s the main reason our team has and 
will be successful,” Novey said. 

Novey’s favorite memory of his 
Leon soccer career is when he and the 
team beat Lincoln to get a spot in the 
district championship against Chiles 
last season.

“Leon is a great place for 
soccer,” Novey said, “Playing 

soccer with Leon’s  main building 
in the background has always been 
something special for me. Knowing 
that, I realize every other soccer 
athlete before me has had that same 
view.” 

It is not known if Novey will be 
able to return, but if his suspicion is 
correct, ACL injuries can take up to 
nine or more months of rehab.

“Although it was disappointing 
for me, the hardest part was telling 
my teammates that I couldn’t play 
anymore,” Novey said, “I  plan 
on  returning  to  soccer once I’ve 
recovered and possibly tryout for 
college club soccer.”

Savannah Watson
High Life Sports Editor

Senior Micah Novey defending the ball against Chiles High School last season. 

John Ike Smith-Schoenwalder
High Life Sports Editor

Leon High Life

photo courtesy of Larry Novey

John Ike Smith-Schoenwalder
High Life Sports Editor

Ryan Feely makes a kick as a sophomore on Junior Varsity 
last year.

photo courtesy Candace Feely
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Keenan emerges as soccer standout
www.leonhighlife.com

Girls basketball ‘Profitts’ from transfer student

Mina Kaji
High Life Sports Writer

Mina Kaji
High Life Sports Editor

Maddy Keenan attempts to kick the ball into the goal in a game against Arnold 
High School in the 2011-2012 season. 

the field.
Keenan couldn’t get through 

soccer without her best friend, 
sophomore Rebecca Clendinen. 
Keenan and Clendinen both started 
on varsity as freshmen last year. 
They shared the same experiences, 
and became extremely close. 

extremely encouraging and 
helpful.”

Coach Kidd values Keenan as a 
player on Leon’s varsity team.

“She can strike the ball very well 
with either foot,” Kidd said.” “That 
makes her a very valuable player for 
us.”

Last year Keenan played left 
midfield, but she is excited to take on 
the challenge of playing center defense 
for this season. 

“Selflessly, she has moved to the 
center defender spot this year, a very 
difficult and lonely position,” Kidd 
said.

Keenan’s goals for this season is that 
she will improve as an individual, the 

team will improve as a whole, and overall 
advance as far as they can. Keenan simply 
wants to have a memorable season.

“I like playing soccer because it’s a fun 
and competitive sport,” Keenan said. “I 
think it’s a really good way to get exercise, 
and a good way to meet new people.”

Senior center Cerys Profitt, holding her trophy for Defensive Player of the summer 
season, poses with head coach Bruce Daniels. 

LeonHighLife1

Senior Cerys Profitt, the newest 
addition to the Lady Lions basketball 
team, is determined to find her place 
and make her mark in Leon athletics.

Just last year, Profitt, a 5-foot-10 
center, attended Lawton Chiles High 
School. She took part in the basket-
ball program at Chiles, which com-
piled a record of 12-14 under coach 
Kelvin Graves.

“It was a learning experience,” 
Profitt said. “My most memorable 
moments were just bonding with my 
teammates.

“I believed I made connections 
there that will last me for a lifetime.”

Profitt’s move to Leon sprung 
from her moving in with her dad. 
Her dad’s house was zoned for Leon, 
and she had no choice but to change 
schools.

Profitt has noticed many major 
differences between Leon and Chiles 

already after observing many of Le-
on’s traditions.

“Leon has a lot more school spirit 
than Chiles,” Profitt said. “One of 
Leon’s main strengths is that, for the 
most part, everyone gets along with 
everyone, and it’s drama free.”

She knew immediately she wanted 
to take part in Leon’s basketball team 
after taking part in summer league 
basketball, where Profitt got to know 
the coach and the team before school 
officially commenced.

She thought it was a great group of 
girls and Profitt enjoyed coach Bruce 
Daniels.

“Cerys is going to give us another 
dimension,” Daniels said. “She start-
ed with us this summer, and brought 
in a needed size and experience.

“She works hard in practice and 
the games, and we’re happy to have 
her.”

Profitt made friends on the team 
rather quickly, and instantly clicked 
with teammate Amea Smith.

Profitt enjoys having such a close 
team because she gets to play with 
not only her teammates, but also her 
friends.

She looks forward to many more 
team-bonding opportunities as the 
season progresses.

Profitt has many goals this season 
for herself and the team. Profitt is ap-
prehensive at the possibility of failing 
her team, but she is excited at the op-
portunity to achieve success. Her ul-
timate goal is to advance far with her 

when she began playing for local city 
teams.

Basketball came easy to Profitt, 
and eventually it became the sport 
that would define her life.

“Girls basketball is more chal-
lenging and involved than what most 
people may think,” Profitt said. “Bas-
ketball is a way of life.”

As Profitt gets closer to graduat-
ing and going to college, she imag-
ines one day coaching the sport she 
loves: basketball. 

Sophomore Maddy Keenan’s 
soccer talent has already brought her 
success and a strong sense of identity 
at Leon.

Keenan was one of just four 
freshmen on last year’s varsity squad.  
Playing at a higher level challenges 
Keenan, but at the same time is still 
fun and enjoyable. A key part of 
her experience on varsity was her 
interaction with the upperclassmen. 

“The upperclassmen are all 
supportive, “ Keenan said. “They 
set a good example and it is their 
leadership that helps keep the team 
together.”

This year’s team is extremely 
close, and Keenan and her teammates 
always try to hang out when they are 
not playing soccer. One of the team’s 
traditions is to take part in a team 
dinner before a big game. Keenan 
believes this strong team chemistry 
will lead to even greater success on 

“She is a great player,” Clendin-
en said. “She’ll go very far.”

Keenan also believes a key part 
in any team’s success is the coach. 
The Lady Lions are coached by 
Tony Kidd.

“He always yells constructive 
criticism,” Keenan said, “and is 

teammates and win districts.
Since Profitt is in her senior year, 

she has more at stake than districts. 
She has to worry about college, as 
well. Ideally, she hopes to gain a po-
tential scholarship sometime before 
the year ends.

Her dream would be to obtain a 
basketball scholarship to the Univer-
sity of Florida, a school she’s always 
wanted to attend.

Profitt didn’t realize this passion 
until she was in the fourth grade, 

Senior center
expected to make 
impact on pro-
gram after play-
ing prominent 
role for Chiles 
Timberwolves

photo courtesy of Steven Profitt

photo courtesy of Tanya Clendinen
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 Brotherly love tested on the field 

Junior Destin Parmer (No.2) runs the ball in a football game versus Chiles. 

Sarah Schrader-Nahoom
High Life Sports Editor 
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Junior Destin Parmer has a bright 
future ahead of him. The Leon High 
School student is only sixteen and has 
already produced outstanding stats.

Parmer is ranked number one in the 
district in tackles for a defensive back. 

“Basically I just have more tackles 
than anyone in our district,” Parmer 
said. “So that’s Columbia, Ridgeview, 
Orange Park, and Oak Leaf. I have 
more tackles than any of their defensive 
backs.”

Besides playing defensive back, 
Parmer also plays in the positions of 
running back, free safety, strong safety 
and corner. 

Playing football collegiality is the 
main goal Parmer wants to reach. The 
5’7’ 185 pound junior is already receiv-
ing interest from prestigious colleges.

“I have Missouri, Nebraska, UNC 
Charlotte, and Memphis. They have all 
contacted me for college football,” Par-
mer said. 

His main desire is to play for the 
Florida State Seminoles, but for now 
Parmer is waiting for FSU’s interest to 
develop. 

Parmer’s passion for football began 
when he was very young. He reflects on 
memories with his father and main role 
model, Chad Parmer. 

“Ever since I was two, my dad 
played football with me,” Parmer said. 
“He’s always there for me, but more 
than just sports. He’s helped me become 
the person I am.”

Parmer plans to take these skills and 
use them next year for the upcoming 
football season. His sister, Chelsea, won 
two state championships in flag football 
when she was a student at Leon. Destin 

looks up to her accomplishments.
“I’m very proud of him,” Chelsea 

said. “He’s always been a hardworking 
player. The biggest change I’ve seen 
him in is his leadership. He’s a coach on 
the field and a football player through 
and through.” 

Parmer also aims to improve Leon’s 
record next year. 

“Next year I want to try to help more 
secondary players. If I do that, then I’ll 
help the team,” Parmer said. 

But for now, Parmer is excited to 
see what the future holds for him. 

“Ever since I can remember, I’ve al-
ways wanted to play college football,” 
Parmer said. “For that to happen - that 
would be a dream come true.”

photo courtesy of Ricky Hufty

Parmer has big plans for future in football

@TheLeonHighLife

for a club team and try to get better 
and get more experience because I’m 
supposed to be the starting goalie for 
varsity next year and I need more ex-
perience,” Joshua said. 

As for Daniel, the college scouting 
has begun. 

“I would love to go collegiate,” 
Daniel said. “I have a couple of offers 
from different schools but it’s more or 
less to see how interested they are in 
me. With soccer, it’s a little bit differ-
ent than other sports. You wait until the 
end of the year before they really give 
out a scholarship so you don’t know 
until the end.” 

Fellow teammate Sam Peltier com-
ments on Daniel’s skill. 

“Daniel Hoch is one of those goal-
ies that really has a natural sense for 
the game. His athleticism and deter-
mination exponentially improve the 
team,” Peltier said. 

Although Joshua is the primary 
goalie on Junior Varsity, he gets some 
play time in Varsity games as well.

“I’m mostly on JV but for some 
varsity games I’ll move up on some 
and play about fifteen or twenty min-
utes,” Joshua said. “You don’t really 
think of what you’re doing, it’s just 
muscle memory.” 

But in the end, these brothers both 
coach and encourage each other in a 
brotherly love kind of way. 

The agreeable connotation carried 
by “brotherly love” changes complete-
ly when facing competition within the 
same team. It’s rare that people see two 
brothers play the same positions. 

This is the case of Leon High 
School soccer players, Daniel and 
Joshua Hoch. Senior Daniel has been 
playing soccer for about thirteen years, 
while junior Joshua has been playing 
about five years. 

“All goal keepers, if you’re on the 
same team, are like a competition. It 
helps the other goal keepers because 
it makes the starter work harder to 
keep his position, or it makes the other 
goalie work harder to try to earn that 
[starting] position,” Daniel said.  

The job that comes along with be-
ing a goalie is not an easy task either. 
It is the make or break of important 
games that determine who leaves the 
field as champions. 

“Being goalie is different, because 
the game could be going completely 
one-sided and our team can be ahead, 
but being a goalie, you have to always 
be aware because you always have 
to be at the top of your game no mat-
ter what, even if the game is slower,” 
Daniel said. 

Rivalry is another reoccurring 

theme that appears throughout the 
sport. Daniel and Joshua both explain 
how local high school games are more 
aggressive than games against out of 
town teams. But more than that, rivalry 
even occurs between these two broth-
ers. 

“Since Josh and I are both broth-
ers, I guess it makes it even more of a 
competition because being brothers is 
always a competition,” Daniel said. 

However the competition varies 
depending on where the game occurs.

“On the field and in the game, we 
are more open to discussing things in a 
more mature way, whereas in practice, 
it’s more of in a kind of condescend-
ing way,” Daniel said. “We’re trying to 
get each other to get angry and work 

harder.”
Their clashing attitudes also seem 

to help their individual game.  
“We’re cool, but sometimes it gets 

a little intense,” Joshua said. “We 
argue but we end up playing better 
whenever it gets intense. We’re always 
arguing about who’s better, and how 
many goals that are going to go in 
on us and how many we’re going to 
save.” 

Daniel was a transition player for 
varsity his freshman year and has been 
starting goalie on varsity ever since. 
Joshua started playing high school soc-
cer his sophomore year, so the pressure 
is being placed more on Joshua since 
his brother will be graduating this year. 

“Over the summer I’d like to play 

Sarah Schrader-Nahoom 
Senior Daniel (left) and junior Joshua pose together. 
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Where are they now?
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01/11/13 at Ridgeview
01/12/13 at Orange Park
01/17/12  at Middleburg
01/17/13  at Rickards
01/22/13  at Godby
01/24/13  Florida High
01/26/13  Wakulla

Boys Soccer
Date           Opponent
10/30/12 at Wakulla
11/02/12 at Chiles
11/05/12 at Wakulla
11/09/12 at Lincoln
11/13/12 at Lake City
11/16/12 at Rutherford
11/17/12 at Arnold
11/20/12 Lincoln
11/28/12 at Chiles
11/29/12 at Lafayette
11/30/12 at Wakulla
12/01/12 Tate
12/04/12 at Florida High
12/11/12 Mosley
12/13/12 Lake City
12/14/12 at Taylor County
12/21/12 Chiles
01/08/12 Lafayette
01/10/12 at Mosley 
01/12/12 at Godby
01/14/12 Rickards
01/15/12 Maclay
01/16/12 at Fleming Island

Girls Soccer 
Date           Opponent
11/01/12 at Chiles
11/02/12 at Pace
11/03/12 at Ft. Walton Beach 

 
 

Girls Basketball
Date           Opponent 
11/12/12 Jefferson County
11/13/12 Lincoln
11/15/12 Godby
11/19/12 at Jefferson County
11/20/12 Chiles
11/27/12 at Wakulla
11/29/12 at Oak Leaf
12/03/12 at Chiles
12/04/12 Middleburg
12/07/12 Ridgeview
12/11/12 Oakleaf
12/13/12 Rickards 
12/15/12 Orange Park
01/08/13 at Lincoln
01/10/13 at Florida High

Results

Results
  1st place
  2nd place
 11th place
  5th place
  7th place
  5th place
 11th place
 58th place

Results
  8th place
 10th place
  1st place
 25th place
  4th  place
  2nd place
  3rd place
13th place

Results
T, 1-1
T, 1-1
T, 0-0

Boys Basketball
Date           Opponent                                
11/29/12 Oak Leaf
11/30/12 Lincoln
12/04/12 at Florida High
12/06/12 Godby
12/08/12 at Rickards
12/12/12 Oak Leaf
12/13/12 at West Gadsden
12/14/12          Orange Park
01/05/12          at East Gadsden
01/07/12          Middleburg
01/11/12 Ridgeview
01/12/12 Orange Park
01/15/12 Middleburg
01/17/12 West Gadsden
01/22/12 at Lincoln
01/25/12 Ridgeview
01/29/12 East Gadsden
01/31/12 Rickards

Results

Former Leon diver Delaney Dye com-
peting in her junior year. 

11/05/12 at Florida High
11/06/12 at Rickards
11/07/12 at John Paul II 
11/13/12 at Mosley 
11/16/12 at Columbia 
11/19/12 at Lincoln 
11/27/12 Mosley 
11/28/12 at Godby
12/04/12 Chiles 
12/06/12 Maclay
12/10/12 Lincoln 
12/12/12 Columbia 
12/14/12 at Wakulla
12/20/12 at Maclay
01/08/12 Florida High 
01/10/12 Wakulla

Boys Cross Country
Date           Event                       
09/04/12 at Lions Roar
09/15/12 at Carrollton Invitational
10/06/12 at FSU Invitational
10/13/12 at Bale N Trail 
10/20/12 Panhandle Championships
11/03/12 District Meet
11/10/12 Regionals
11/17/12 State Championships

Girls Cross Country
Date           Event                       
09/04/12 at Lions Roar
09/15/12 at Carrollton Invitational
10/06/12 at FSU Invitational
10/13/12 at Bale N Trail 
10/20/12 Panhandle Championships  
11/03/12 District Meet
11/10/12 Regionals
11/17/12 State Championships

Delaney Dye, a former 
back-to-back state diving 
champion for Leon, now-
dives at the University of 
Florida. 

“I couldn’t be prouder 
to be a Florida Gator,” said 
Dye, a 2012 Leon gradu-
ate. “I feel so blessed to be 
getting this opportunity. I 
definitely made the right 
choice and haven’t regret-
ted a single thing.”

For a major collegiate 
athelete, Dye has been 
diving a relatively short 
amount of time. Dye only 
began diving when she 
was a sophomore in high 
school and has pursued the 
sport ever since.

She has a background 
in gymnastics, which 
greatly contributes to her 
diving skills.

Dye stopped compet-

ing in gymnastics due to a back injury 
from repetitive stress. After she stopped  
gymnastics, she focused her attention 
completely to diving. 

Dye is currently preparing for the 
SEC Championships.

“It’s a lot tougher than I expect-
ed,” Dye said. “But being a Division I 
school, it shouldn’t really be a walk in 
the park.”

 Dye’s accomplisments go be-
yond winning two consecutive state ti-
tles. In July of 2011, prior to her senior 
year, Dye finished fifth at the 1-meter 
springboard event in Moultrie, Georgia 
and qualified for the U.S. Nationals.

Results
W, 2-0
W, 1-0
W, 5-1
T, 0-0
W, 2-0
T, 1-1
T, 0-0

Leon High Life

W, 5-0
W, 6-0
W, 2-1
 L, 0-5
W, 2-0
 L, 0-4


