
New Leon head coach Tim Cokely coaches the Greater Atlanta Christian football 
team. Cokely won six state championships as head coach at North Florida Christian.
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Leon welcomes new football coach
Olivia Nash
High Life News Editor

After finishing the 2012 football 
season with a record of two wins and 
eight losses, Principal Billy Epting 
and Athletic Director Mark Feely 
decided to make a change in the 
football coaching staff. 

This primarily involved removing 
Bill Ragans as head coach and 
replacing him with Tim Cokely. 

“Football is the front porch of your 
school’s athletic program, and for 
whatever reason we have struggled 
for the past few years,” Feely said. 

“That being said, we have 
determined that it is in the best interest 
of our football program to make a 
change in our coaching staff and to 
move in a new direction.” 

Cokely has 18 years of head  
coaching experience and has an 
overall record of 165 wins and 53 
losses. 

Cokely enjoyed his greatest 
success as the head football coach at 
North Florida Christian, where he won 
six state championships, including 
four straight from 1998 to 2001 and a 
record 23 consecutive playoff wins.

“Leon High School is excited 
about Coach Cokely joining the Leon 

family,” Epting said. “His experience 
and success make him a logical choice 
to lead the Leon football program.”

Cokely is coming to Leon from 
Marianna High School, which had 
only won 11 games in the three 
seasons prior to Cokely’s arrival. This 
past season, which was Cokely’s first 
year with the team, Marianna finished 
8-2. 

Ragans will remain at Leon as a 
physical education coach. 

“It is not one person doing a poor 
job,” Epting said. “We just need a 
fresher and new approach.” 

Despite the losing record this 
season, Ragans contributed greatly to 
the football team in his six years as 
head coach.  

“In six years, I signed 20 kids and 
14 out of the 20 were division two or 
lower,” Ragans said. 

During Ragans’ tenure, the Lions 
have had at least a .500 record against 
all the schools in town (Godby, Chiles, 
etc.) except Lincoln.

“We did good things,” Ragans 
said. “I had a great experience.”

Ragans has put a major emphasis 
on schoolwork and character 
building. 

“It’s about more than wins and 

losses,” Ragans said.
When Ragans sees a college 

athlete that he coached, football is not 
the first thing he asks them about. 

“The first thing I ask them is ‘How 
is school going?’ That’s what it comes 
down to,”  Ragans said.

As of now, Ragans is not sure if he 
will pursue another coaching job. 

“Football has been my whole 
professional life,” he said. “I’m not 
ruling out anything, I’m going to sit 
back and see what options come.

“I’ve already spent more time with 
my own kids in the past two weeks 
than I did in six years. I’m not going 
to move my entire family just to be a 
head coach somewhere.”

PAWS event makes anticipated annual appearance at Leon
Traci Creel 
High Life News Writer

Traci Creel
Students practice with Dr. Judy Arthur (seated at piano)  for the annual PAWS event.

showcased what they had been 
working on during the first semester.

The program culminated with   a 
finale piece named “Homeland.”

“Homeland” consisted of 
200 student singers and 85 to 90 
students performing the musical 
accompaniment.

“The students have had long, hard 
practices for this,” Arthur said.

PAWS was held Dec. 14-15. Each 
show began at 7 p.m. in the Leon 
Performing Arts Theater.

This annual PAWS event served 
as a major fundraiser for Leon’s 
performing arts department. 

For students and senior citizens, 
tickets were $8, and adult tickets were 
$10.

Tickets were available for 
purchase by three methods: they 
could be bought on the performing 
arts website, at the door or by filling 
out an order form from a performing 
arts student.

The Performing Arts Winter 
Showcase gave students involved 
with the performance departments 
the opportunity to display their  
talents for friends and family.

The PAWS lineup consisted of the 
drama, dance, guitar, band, orchestra, 
steel drums and choral departments.

Choral Instructor Dr. Judy Arthur 
collaborated with each teacher to get 
PAWS up and running.

“PAWS is one of the most exciting 
things we do all year,” Arthur said. 
“The students and the staff enjoy it.”

Collectively, around 450 students  

Troy Baxter plays 
varsity basketball as a 
a freshman
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Go with the hallway flow

So here we are, nearly halfway 
through the school year and everyone 
still seems to be struggling with the 
notion of hallway courtesy. Navigating 
the halls of Leon is arguably more 
aggravating and stressful than driving 
through New York City on New 
Year’s Eve.

I am so tired of people walking 
in the opposite direction as everyone 
else, just to be the nonconformist. 
And do not get me started on those 
chains of girls, locked arm in arm, 
in an indomitable and impenetrable 
line that takes up the entire hall. It’s 
absolutely infuriating.

This is a crash course in hallway 
etiquette. In short: the do’s and dont’s 
of walking in Leon’s halls.

We all know how tight the Leon 
stairwells can be as 200-plus students 
try to file down three flights of stairs. 
Do not, I repeat, DO NOT walk against 
the crowd. Instead, be courteous and 
follow the line of people going in the 

same direction as you. 
It does not take extra time or 

energy to walk with the flow, and it 
saves everyone around you a lot of 
unnecessary irritation. 

We have all experienced that 
situation when walking through 
the hall at a brisk pace trying to get 
to class on time when the person in 
front of you suddenly stops and turns 
around to talk to one of their friends 
or to go the other way. 

In situations like this there are 
usually two potential outcomes; you 
either see that the person ahead of 
you has stopped as you run into them, 
or you realize it in time to stumble 
over your own feet as you manage to 
get around them while also looking 
like the world’s most clumsy person. 
Either way it is very inconvenient. 

When I am walking through 
the halls between classes I’m not 
just killing time, I am trying to get 
somewhere in a timely fashion and I 
walk at a brisk pace to do that. And 
when I am forced to slow down to a 
near crawl because the person in front 
of me has decided to walk at a snail’s 
pace, I am driven to near insanity.

There is no point in walking so 
slow that the people behind you are 

tripping over their own feet trying to 
accommodate your meager speed. 

We are all trying our best to 
navigate our way around Leon so that 
we can get to our classes on time. 
This year alone I have been late to one 
particular class three times because I 
have been stuck behind someone who 
does not feel the need to walk at the 
same pace as the rest of the students 
in the hall.  

Here is my request to all of you 
hall-blockers, slow-walkers and 
stairway-obstructers out there: if 
you are not going to walk through 
Leon with the flow of the rest of the 
students, please move to the side of 
the halls so that the rest of us can go 
about our business.

I am not asking you to change 
your ways. That would be too much 
to ask. I am simply requesting that 
you move ever so slightly to your 
left or right, depending on where 
you are positioned, to allow me and 
my fellow students to get around you 
more easily. 

We all need to pay a little bit more 
attention to hallway etiquette so we 
make getting around the high school 
slightly easier for everyone.

Marcie Gsteiger-Cox
High Life Editorial Editor

Dear Editor,
 Since I entered high school, 
I’ve noticed a substantial differ-
ence in how the teachers run their 
classes.
 In middle school, the teach-
ers were engaging and creative and 
had a relationship with their stu-
dents. Nowadays, everything is so 
impersonal. They’ll give you notes, 
a lecture or two, maybe the occa-
sional project and then a test. The 
end. Most students do not know 
their teachers’ first name.
 I wish that teachers would 
get to know their students on a 
more personal level.
 
 Erin Lee

Dear Editor,
 I really like Leon so far. It’s 
a great school to be at and I feel 
very comfortable here even though 
I’ve only been here for a little while. 
One complaint I have is that the 
sports teams seem to get a lot more 
recognition than the other programs.
 Every program at this school 
does so much, they should all be 
equally recognized. Plenty of music 
students have made All-District 
and All-State. Lots of students ac-
complish things in areas other than 
sports.
 Sports are equally important, 
not more so.
 
 Cassie LaJeunesse

Dear Editor,
 I never had Mr. Hanna as a 
principal but I knew him. My step-
brother had him for three years. He 
always talked about him. I know 
that Leon has buildings and other 
things named after former prin-
cipals. Mr. Hanna was a favorite 
principal among the students and 
parents. I believe that something 
should be named after Mr. Hanna.
He loved this school and treated 
the students like his own kids.  
 
 Lindsey Robinette

Hallway disturbances: students caught in the act

Students at Leon often stand in large groups that 
prevent other students from passing by.

Leon students stop to talk to one another in the 
hallway.



editorial 3leon  high  life the

Dec. ’12www.leonhighlife.com

Hanna’s Leon legacy should be honored

Pride and tradition are two words 
that perfectly describe Leon High 
School. 

Those who are a part of that pride 
and tradition know that the one person 
who displayed it most was former 
principal Rocky Hanna.

For seven years, Hanna was the 
heart of Leon High School. 

He was either in the hallways, 
addressing the student body over 
the intercom, sporting his red suit or 
attending a myriad of after-school 
activities.

Every time I hear the words “we 
are,” I automatically respond in my 
head with “Leon.”

If you know Hanna or not, one 
thing is for sure: He loves Leon.

I remember being a freshman and 
thinking about how much he cares 
for each one of us Lions. I remember, 
in 9th grade, when he cried over the 
intercom after announcing how much 
money we had raised towards the 
fight against cancer.

Now that I am a senior, that still 
holds true.

Write a Letter to the Editor.

Bring letters to Room IA4 or write to us online at www.leonhighlife.com

Have an opinion? Get it in the paper.

Hanna, who has been an 
educator for 21 years, went above 
and beyond for each person he 
met. 

The goals he set for himself and 
the Leon family were met because 
of his heart and perseverance. 

Hanna’s contributions to 
Leon High School will be felt for 
generations to come. He was the 
driving force behind a multitude of  
good causes.

In return, he deserves 
recognition and dedication from the 
Leon family.

Both Conley Commons and 
the Nettles Building are dedicated 
to two phenomenal principals who 
had a profound impact on Leon.

Even though this is the first time 
in seven years that Hanna hasn’t 
been our principal, something 
should be in the works to name 
something after him.

Here is an idea: naming the Lion 
statue in the lobby Rocky.

This would give the students, 
faculty and staff a chance to say, 
“thank you.”

Even though Hanna came and 
spoke with the faculty and staff 
over summer break to say his final 
goodbye, we students never got the 
chance. 

Superintendent Jackie Pons 

pulled the rug right out 
from under our feet. 

We were blindsided 
by the news.

It’s very rare to find 
a principal who exceeds 
the stereotype of the 
principal title. 

Hanna almost knew 
everyone by name, and 
if he didn’t, he would 
make sure he would the 
next time he saw you.

I believe he genuinely 
cared for this school 
more than any other 
person on the campus. 

I would love the 
chance to be able to 
rally the student body 
together to present him 
with the dedication, 
especially the 2012-13 
senior class.

It would be a great way to end 
our careers at Leon High School, by 
showing gratitude for believing in us 
for the past three years.

We were Hanna’s family.
We still are his family.
We need to say that we appreciate 

the hard work, care and love he was so 
willing to give to each student he met.

This all can be summed up with 
two words, thank you.

Thank you Mr. Hanna for putting 
in the hard work, spending the long 
hours at Leon, making sure everyone 
felt like they were a part of something 
bigger than themselves. 

And, most of all, thank you Mr. 
Hanna for truly showing us what it 
means to be a Leon Lion. 

I hope that one day the school can 
provide a dedication for all that you 
have done for us.

Leon High Life

    Former principals that have dedications at Leon 

Savannah Watson 
High Life Sports Editor

Conley Commons, the outdoor area between the cafeteria 
and auditorium, honor longtime principal Mike Conley who
worked at Leon from 1959 to 1989.

The Nettles building, completed in 2001, is named after former 
principal James Nettles.

Former Principal Rocky Hanna poses with the Lion.  
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Rabitaille retires after thirty years    
Tess Johnson
High Life News Editor 

Devoted employee will be leaving Leon at the end of the fall semester

Leon will be losing one of its be-
loved employees, Richard Rabitaille, 
at the closing of this fall semester.

Rabitaille has been a part of the 
Leon family for over 30 years, and 
has been part of a family legacy of 
Leon employees. His father-in-law 
and his brother were both building 
maintenance supervisors before he 
took over. 

“Richard starting working at 
Leon when I was just a senior in high 
school,” said former Leon principal 
Rocky Hanna. “He is an invaluable 
member to the Leon family.”

Rabitaille typically arrives at 
Leon around 5 a.m. and leaves at 2 
p.m. Among other things, he ensures 
the building is secure for students 
and faculty to enter, as well as being 
on emergency call 24/7.

Rabitaille has gone above and be-
yond what his job description entails. 
He played an integral part in gather-
ing and organizing historical school 
artifacts, currently showcased in Le-
on’s lobby. Rabitaille also redesigned 

Leon’s logo, which is displayed in 
the entrance of the auditorium.

On one occasion, Rabitaille aided 
former Vice President Al Gore when 
he visited Tallahassee. Gore was in 
need of internet access in order to 
email former President George W. 
Bush. Rabitaille personally assisted 

him, even using Leon’s internet ser-
vice to complete the transaction.

Rabitaille’s dedication to Leon 
has not gone unnoticed. Hanna do-
nated a plaque to Rabitaille and his 
family in order to honor their work 
and devotion to the school. 

“The building will fall down 

when Richard retires,” Principal 
Billy Epting said. “He knows more 
about this campus’s idiosyncrasies 
than anybody else.” 

Beyond his immeasurable contri-
butions to Leon, Rabitaille emulates 
the pride and tradition that Leon 
holds so dear. 

“At Leon there are always fam-
ily institutions that come and go, but 
Rabitaille will always be remem-
bered as one of the best,” said Mark 
Feely, dean of students. “He is one of 
the truest Leon Lions.”

Rabitaille will miss Leon and its 
faculty and staff, but above all, he 
will miss getting to know the variety 
of students within Leon’s halls.

“Meeting students and watching 
them grow up is why I enjoy my job 
as much as I do,” Rabitaille said.

Rabitaille’s replacement remains 
has not been announced yet. Who-
ever grabs the position will neverthe-
less have a large school to manage, 
and even larger shoes to fill.

“No one bleeds red and white like 
Richard does,” Hanna said. “Leon is 
his second home.”

Building maintenance supervisor Richard Rabitaille stands by his re-
design of Leon’s logo displayed in the entrance of the auditorium. 

Club creating online game
Tess Johnson
High Life News Editor

LeonHighLife1

Programming students eager to finish project this year

The Computer Programming 
club is currently working on creat-
ing a computer game with hopes 
of having it completed by the end 
of the year. 

Club members voted on the 
theme of the game and decided to 
base it off of a sci-fi genre. The 
game includes a futuristic setting 
following a war. The main charac-
ter’s objective is to fight his way 
through experimentation conduct-
ed by the military.

With club sponsor Erdell Mau-
rice, club members meet twice a 
week to discuss and plan the nec-
essary components of the game. 
Currently, the club is finishing up 
with the first level, with hopes of 
having five levels completed by 
the end of the year.

“The game is a little slow-
going, but the main goal is to learn 
new programming techniques,” 
said club vice president Nathan 
Corser, a senior.

The Computer Programming 
club began last year with just a 
couple of members. This year the 
club has grown to around seven 
students, each of whom partici-
pates in the making of the game.

Every member is assigned his or her 
own role, such as freshman Logan Col-
lins who is in charge of the majority of 
the game’s artwork.

“Even if we don’t complete the game 
by the end of the year, I would still like 
to work on it throughout the summer,” 
Collins said. “We’re making it up as we 
go along.”

Members hope to advertise the game 
via website and make it accessible to 
internet users upon completion. 

“Programming club allows me and 
other students to learn the skills to 
develop applications that we can use for 
both work and play,” said club president 
Alan Williams, a junior.

Senior Nathan Corser,  the club’s vice 
president, begins working on the com-
puter game in lab 217.

Kate Milford 

Tess Johnson

In recent months it has been brought to light that Sam Williams, also 
known as “Rasta Sub,” has been diagnosed with prostate cancer, and has 
been enduring radiation therapy since Nov. 1. 

Williams is currently subleasing an apartment in Jacksonville in order 
to receive daily radiation therapy throughout the remainder of December, 
and into the beginning of January.

Leon students and alums were immediately concerned with the 
shocking news regarding Williams and reached out to help him during 
this difficult time.

In October, English teacher Diane Chancy recognized Williams’s 
importance to Leon and worked on collecting donations of any kind to 
personally deliver to him.

On Oct. 25, Chancy had the pleasure of visiting with Williams 
and transferring what had been collected into his hands. According to 
Chancy, Williams was pleased and grateful for what Leon had done, and 
touched deeply by the students’ love.

Within two days of collection, Chancy presented Williams with $205 
in cash, a $40 gift certificate to Earth Fare, a jug of organic apple juice, a 
coupon booklet for organic foods and a $20 gas card. Williams is using 
these donations to further funding for his own form of medicinal care 
called nutritional therapy. He is a vegetarian and is working to eat pri-
marily organic products and fresh foods. 

In addition to being one of Leon’s favorite substitute teachers, Wil-
liams has also been recognized as an air pilot, musician, writer, stage 
performer and owner of a production company located in Miami.

“I always enjoy having Rasta as a sub in one of my classes,” senior 
Dominic Levings said. “He is always so laid back.”

Students are welcome to mail him cards to show their support and 
encouragement while he fights for his life.

“Williams is the kind of man who will read [students’ letters] over 
and over and decorate the walls of his temporary apartment with them,” 
Chancy said. “He loves and needs us just as much as we need and love 
him.”

Mina Kaji and Tess Johnson
High Life Sports and News Editors

 ‘Rasta Sub’ diagnosed with cancer
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Williams develops Android app
Ellen-Claire Newell
High Life Features Editor

Ellen-Claire Newell
High Life Features Editor

is always fascinating to me.”
Tim Hecker, who Baird says is 

her favorite musical artist, is also 
her biggest inspiration who invokes 
sadness in her artwork.

 “Sometimes I feel melancholy, 
so I combine that with my love for 
science fiction, and the result is this 
dream-like place that I always paint 
in watercolor,” Baird said. “It’s kind 
of hard to describe.”

Baird does not know if  she could 

It is no secret that junior Alan Williams is a wiz 
at anything computer related. He is so skillful with 
technology, in fact, that he even made his own app 
for the Android software.

“Her name is Alice,” Williams said. “It’s sort of 
like Siri, except you can kind of go back and forth 
with it.”

Alice is based on a program that is still  being 
developed, but was mainly created in the 1990s, 
also called Alice. 

“[The original Alice] was made by Dr. Wallace 
at Cornell,” Williams said. “He made a program, 
rather than being designed to answer your questions, 
it was designed to be a conversation program. It’d 
be just like a computerized friend.”

Williams modified it to where Alice could 
potentially be a high school-level “friend.”

“What I did, was I took [Alice], and I added and 
expanded it a bit, so it has more of a personality, 
and acts like a teenager,” Williams said.

“They’re trying to get it to where Alice can 
make phone calls and texts for you, sort of like Siri, 
but it’s still maintaining it’s old conversationalist 
type.”

Alice by Alan officially came out in the Android 
app store on Nov. 20, 2012.

“Alice is currently available for pretty much any 
version of Android,” Williams said. “I’m working 
on making it for IOS for iPhones.”

Tyler Doherty, a friend of Williams’ since his 

For senior Lindsay Baird, art has 
been a huge part of her life since she 
was 10 years old.

“Everyone sees things in their 
mind that might not exist in reality, 
like abstract ideas or even landscapes 
– anything,” Baird said. “It needs to 
be put down on paper, and the only 
person that can do that is you.”

Baird says any intense emotion 
towards music gets her to paint.

“The biggest thing that drives me 
to paint is the kinds of things I see 
when I listen to music,” Baird said. 
“Everybody likes music. Anybody 
can say that, but without art, things 
would be hard.”

Working with various types of art 
seems to come naturally for Baird.

“Painting, oils, watercolors, 
pencils, pen and ink, are my biggest 
mediums,” Baird said. 

Baird admits that she has 
developed a new love for a different 
type of artwork.

“My focus in art recently seems 
to be anything of cyber-reality or 
fantasy,” Baird said. “I know this will 
sound silly, but I’m a huge Star Trek 
fan, so any type of science-fiction art 

@TheLeonHighLife

ever turn art into a career, but knows 
it will always be a part of her life.

“I will always paint, and I will 
always draw, but it probably won’t 
be a career for me,” Baird said. “It’s 
really difficult to find any career in 
art, since it’s such a common skill. 
No matter what, art will always be a 
hobby for me.”

For Baird, picking out a 
favorite piece of her art is close to 
impossible. 

Senior Lindsay Baird’s painting of a tiger that was recently entered into Mosaic, 
Leon’s art club.

“I couldn’t pick a favorite piece,” 
Baird said. “How could I? They all 
have things I like, they all have things 
I could have done better. But they all 
came from my own hand. They’re all 
my favorite.”

One of Baird’s pieces were shown 
at both the LeMoyne Art Center and 
at First Friday, an art  event held at 
Railroad Square.

“[The piece that was shown at 
LeMoyne] seems to be everybody 
else’s favorite,” Baird said. “The 
name of the piece is called ‘Hatred of 
Tim Hecker.’

“Most of my pieces are named 
after songs. Tim Hecker produced a 
song called ‘Hatred of Music’, but 
since he makes music, I can only 
assume he means it ironically, as in 
he has a love-hate relationship with 
music. So, when I named this piece of 
art, it’s meant in the same sense.”

Sarah Raulerson, Baird’s art 
teacher, compliments her on her 
abilities.

“Lindsay is very creative and 
would always blow me away with 
her ability to never  do any of my  
[recommended] projects, and come 
in with her own projects that were 
always amazing,” Raulerson said.

Junior Alan Williams posing with the app he created 
for the Android, ‘Alice by Alan’. 

Ellen-Claire Newell 

Kate Milford

freshman year, admires Williams’ programming 
skills.

“Alan is quite an accomplished programmer, 
having recently released an artificial intelligence 
chat program into the Google Play store,” Doherty 
said. “I can see him going far with his skills in the 
future.”

Williams has always found artificial intelligence 
intriguing.

“I’ve been interested in going to school and 
studying artificial intelligence, and building 
programs that are capable of thinking by themselves 
automatically without any human having to solve 
the problem,” Williams said.

Williams has had a hole in his heart since birth, 
therefore limiting his extracurricular activities, 
which led him to computer programming.

“Because I have a heart condition, I can’t be 
athletic,” he said. “I don’t go outside much, mostly 
because that requires walking and running which is 
hard for me, so I mostly stay inside and study.

“So, by the fact that I’m not doing anything 
else, I’m doing this.”

Around Leon, Williams  fixes people’s 
computers, is the President of the Computer 
Programming Club and built a program for students 
to sign into the Media Center by scanning their 
IDs.

“I fix people’s computers for free,” Williams 
said. “I get service hours for it, but I do it because I 
think it’s fun. I don’t do it for the hours.”

Erdell Maurice, the Computer Programming 

Club sponsor, is very proud of how accomplished 
Williams is as president of the club.

“Overall, Alan has been very instrumental in 
bringing the group together and helping us move 
forward,” Maurice said. “Basically, he is the leader 
– the guy ahead of the ship, steering us in the right 
direction.”
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  Making the most of 2013
Epting’s 2013 resolutions

Helpful habits for academic success

Even though Principal Billy Epting has only 
been in charge of Leon since July, that has not 
stopped him from setting a personal goal for 
Leon in 2013. 

“[My personal goal is] getting to know as 
many of the 1,950 kids by name,” Epting said.

Epting desires to be able to recognize Leon 
students, not only while they are at Leon, but 
especially when they are away from school.  

In addition to getting to know the students, 
Epting wants to strengthen his relationships 
with the faculty and staff. 

Epting says that his goal is comparable to 
the Leon Foundation’s campaign “Keep Leon 
Strong.”  According to Epting, Leon is not a 
struggling school, therefore there is no one con-
cern he is trying to remedy, and is mainly try-
ing to keep Leon from falling into complacency 
from the success the school has had. 

One way that Epting plans to “keep Leon 
strong” is by hiring the best teachers and staff 
members he can find. 

Now that Epting’s first semester as principal 
of Leon is coming to a close, he realizes that he 
may have been “a little naive” at the beginning 
about what the job would entail.

 “I have had more good days than bad,” Ept-
ing said. “It’s probably the most difficult job I’ve 
had, but I am glad I’m here.”

The time commitment has been a change for 
Epting and his family as he is typically attending 
various Leon events three to four nights every 
week.  

With this new schedule, Epting has made a 
personal resolution to eat healthier foods and 
work out more often, in order to maintain his 
health despite the stress of his job. 

In the past, Epting has either forgone making 
New Year’s resolutions for himself, or has not 
stuck to the ones he has made.  However, there 
has been one exception. 

Around six years ago, Epting decided to run 
three marathons and three half-marathons in a 
span of a few years. 

He reached all his goals, including complet-
ing two Disney and a Marine Corps marathon.

Caroline Walker
High Life Features Editor

Brooke Harrison and Caroline Walker 
High Life Features Editors

Principal seeks to form relationships

1. Have a set time for 
homework each day. 

2. Use a planner to keep 
track of assignments and 
important due dates.

3. Don’t procrastinate 
and work on assignments 
before the night they are 
due.

4. Refrain from using 
social media while you do 
your homework.

5. Get involved 
and participate in 
extracurricular activities.

6. Prepare for school the 
night before.

7. Ask for extra help 
when needed. 

8. Take advantage of extra 
credit opportunities. 

9. Be sure to get adequate 
sleep and exercise. 



7
Dec. ’12www. leonhighlife.com

leon  high  life the
Leon High Life LeonHighLife1

  Making the most of 2013

Setting challenging but achievable resolutions
We await the New Year with anticipation. It is 

a new beginning, and many of us find ourselves 
thinking about the changes we hope to make in 
our lives. We decide to be “better people,” to 
live “healthier lifestyles” and to “study more” in 
order to “do better in school.” 

I think we all know that midway through 
January these resolutions are left in the dust, 
because they are nothing more than wishful 
thinking.

Not that these resolutions aren’t things we 
should strive for. I believe that part of the reason 
these resolutions are too tough to keep is because 
they are too vague and too broad.

If we intend to set goals and follow 
through, these goals need to be challenging but 
achievable.

I have three tips for setting reasonable goals 
come New Year’s Day. 

Setting short-term goals in order to achieve 
a larger goal, writing down your resolutions and 
rewarding yourself for achievements will put 
you on the path to success.

Having weekly or monthly milestones is 
helpful when it comes to juggling our aspirations 
and every-day lives. We tend to think in terms of 
the present, the “now,” which means that giving 
oneself milestones is more manageable. 

I am a firm believer in setting short-term 
goals (milestones) in order to work toward a 
larger goal. If you are hoping to earn an “A” for 
the semester, you might first want to focus on the 
next test.

“I think the best way to get anything done, to 
set any goal, is to have one that is manageable and 
that you know you can do,” Assistant Principal 
of Curriculum Sarah Hembree said.

Writing down your resolutions is another 
important step when it comes to following 

Brooke Harrison
High Life Features Editor

Students’ goals for new year

“I want to improve in gymnastics 
and condition  more.” -Freshman 
Phoebe French

“I want to learn English perfectly 
without an accent.” -Junior 
Alejandro Moreno

“[My New Year’s resolution is] to 
prepare for and succeed in the Capi-
tal Singers audition.” -Sophomore 
Bibi Nunez

“[I want to] get good grades and see 
the Red Sox win the World Series.”
-Senior Jordan Brenneis

through. If you make it a priority each day to 
look at these resolutions, you are reminded of 
the things you would like to accomplish. 

Putting your resolutions down on paper 
gives them permanence. By putting your pen to 
paper, you are making a conscious decision to 
recognize your resolutions and to give them a 
chance. 

After you’ve reached some of your 
milestones, you should reward yourself for 
your perseverance. By doing so, you are also 
encouraging yourself to keep at it. Have 
patience. You won’t be successful overnight. 

Keep in mind, a “resolution” is something 
you have “resolved” to do. Although I have 
listed several helpful tips when it comes to 
creating your New Year’s resolutions, it is also 
important to remember that a resolution requires 
determination and perseverance, as well.

I have learned from past experience that 
another key ingredient to writing resolutions, 
and following through, is an eagerness to 
succeed. Your resolutions have to be goals you 
are passionate about, goals you believe will 
positively impact your life and your character. 
After all, if you intend to put time and effort 
into your resolutions, you should be excited and 
ready to do so. 

Commentary
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History teacher Joshua Stewart is 
in charge of three significant clubs at 
Leon. 

Along with teaching four U.S. 
History classes and one Economics 
class, Stewart runs the Student 
Government Association (SGA) 
during fourth period. 

Not all schools require SGA to be 
a class. However, Stewart believes 
that schools that do not have it as a 
class tend to struggle.

“Schools generally have it as a 
class,” Stewart said. “That is one of 
the things that make us successful.”

SGA is in charge of planning many 
Leon events, such as Homecoming, 
prom, pep rallies and much more. 
The amount of students in the class 
varies each year. Students have to go 
through an interviewing process with 
Stewart, along with other teachers at 
Leon.

When Stewart was hired, his 
job included assisting SGA. The 

following year, he was in charge of 
the organization. 

“It was an interesting transition,” 
Stewart said. “I never thought I 
would be doing this with SGA. It’s 
my biggest stress but it’s definitely 
worth it.”

The first year he came to Leon, 
there were over 50 students in SGA. 
Two years later, he had each student 
reapply for the class, which lowered 
the number down to 35. 

“I couldn’t work in that 
environment because it was unsafe 

Stewart very involved with Leon

and difficult to administer,” Stewart 
said. 

Student Body President Pepper 
Baker enjoys being in SGA, as well 
having Stewart run it.

“I love working with Mr. Stewart 
in student government,” Baker said. 
“His work ethic and advice have really 
helped me through my presidency and 
will continue to help me throughout 
the rest of my life and in my future 
career. You can tell he really loves 
being involved and getting students 
involved in student activities.”

Courtney Young
High Life Features Editor

Joshua Stewart helps senior Clifton Gwynn during his fifth period Economics class.

Courtney Young

Dedicated workers make lunch possible

@TheLeonHighLife

The cafeteria workers at Leon put a lot of time 
and effort into making lunch possible.

Every day, the eight of them prepare 200 serv-
ings of food for the following day. To put this into 
perspective, they would have to prepare 784 chick-
en tenders just for one day. 

The employees are Patricia Butler, Lillie Brown, 
Blanch Miller, Christal Jackson, Wanda Western, 
Olivia Griffin, Katheryn Hall and Jason Wescoast.

Four years ago, Butler was sheer shining one of 
the ovens in the cafeteria and accidentally sprayed 
it in her eyes. She now wears goggles because of 
the incident to keep from interfering with her job.

Along with preparing food ahead of time, the 
staff has to clean the restrooms and storage rooms, 
date the food to make sure it is not spoiled, cook 
and serve the food and clean up afterwards. 

Cafeteria manager Malinda Harris is in charge 
of ordering food, assigning jobs and many other 
jobs involving the cafeteria. 

Harris has been working with the school system 
for 24 years. 

“Before I worked here, I was the branch man-
ager for McDonald’s,” Harris said. 

This year, a new area, known 
as The Spot, has opened to sell 
food and drinks during lunch. Har-
ris, along with former principal 
Rocky Hanna, worked on opening 
The Spot for two years.

“Ever since it [The Spot] 
opened, kids aren’t going off cam-
pus,” Harris said. “They are stay-
ing on and buying food.”

Money made from The Spot 
goes right back to the school. The 
money is used to pay for students 
unable to afford lunch.

Harris and former principal 
Rocky Hanna worked on opening 
The Spot for two years until it fi-
nally opened this year.

The staff put a lot of time and 
dedication into preparing lunches 
and breakfasts. 

Harris is the first person to arrive at school, as 
she gets to campus  at 5 a.m. to prepare breakfast 
for that day. She doesn’t leave until 3 p.m. or until 
all the food is completely prepared.

If the staff’s effort is not evident already, their 
hard work and dedication can be.

Sophomore Dani Brown eats on campus for 
lunch and occasionally buys her lunch .

“I don’t buy from the cafeteria, but sometimes, 
I buy food from The Spot,” Brown said. “No mat-
ter who is working that day, they always seem to 
be working so efficiently to get the job done.”

Cafeteria manager Malinda Harris enthusiastically serves food and 
beverages to the students at Leon. 

Courtney Young
High Life Features Editor

Kate Milford

Social studies 
teacher dedicates 
time and effort to 
multiple clubs 

Another club Stewart is actively 
involved in is Fellowship of Christian 
Athletes (FCA).

When he was first hired in 2003, 
Stewart helped out with FCA because 
it needed assistance. 

“I really wanted to see FCA 
succeed,” Stewart said. “The sponsors 
were moving on, so I volunteered to 
help out if needed.”

FCA meets every Monday during 
lunch in Stewart’s room, 305.

Senior Savannah Watson is one of 
seven FCA leaders. 

“We, as the leadership team, 
appreciate the time and effort that Mr. 
Stewart puts into FCA,” Watson said. 
“We couldn’t have asked for a better 
sponsor.”

The Inter Club Council is another 
club run by Stewart. Members from  
each club around Leon meet at least 
twice a month on Wednesday’s during 
lunch in Stewart’s room.

It is no secret that Stewart is an 
active - if not the most active - member 
of the Leon faculty. His involvement 
with clubs and his interaction with 
students proves this. However, 
regardless of school functions, family 
comes first in his life.

“All good things must come to an 
end,” Stewart said. “If there comes 
a time where my family is suffering 
because of my job, I would have to 
drop it because they come first.”



When Anton Glass was 
five years old, his doctor 
amputated the bottom half of 
his leg, but that hasn’t stopped 
Glass from doing what he 
loves. 

Glass, a 17-year-
old  sophomore, was born 
without a tibia bone in his 
left leg. Glass’ missing tibia 
didn’t affect him very much 
until he was five. After the 
surgery, Glass was fitted for 
a prosthetic leg a year later 
and could finally play sports 
again.

Glass has been playing 
golf for five years and played 
baseball for nine years. He 
likes to spend his free time on 
the golf course and on a boat, 
while bass fishing.

Glass played on the Leon junior 
varsity golf team in the fall and will 
try out for the varsity team next 
season.

“I blame myself for not trying 
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Glass overcomes disabilityConditioning 
is a necessity

Lacrosse star turned tennis player

Running, jogging, sprinting and 
stairs are among the list of physical 
activities related to conditioning. 

It’s pretty much everyone’s 
worst nightmare. 

Since I run cross country 
and track, my entire sport is 
conditioning. However, other 
sports at Leon, I believe, do not 
condition enough. 

Football, swimming, golf, 
soccer, lacrosse, baseball, weight 
lifting, softball, wrestling, 
basketball and volleyball could all 
benefit from conditioning more. 

Every sport requires it in some 
way and conditioning could make 
or break a season. 

Your body has to be able to last 
a full game. Watching some of the 
football games, it seems, the team 
almost lost their spark after the first 
half.

Players are so worn out that 
they don’t have enough energy to 
last the entire game. 

Running those few extra shuttle 
runs or extra laps during practice 
really can and will make a difference 
in an athlete’s performance. 

A basketball player may be able 
to stand and take three-point shots, 
one after another. But if they can’t 
run up and down the court for an 
hour, it’s a waste of talent. 

Most of my season training is 
done over the summer when its 
90-105 degrees and an even higher 
heat index. Naturally, I have no 
sympathy for any other sport having 
to condition, because it obviously 
isn’t as exhilarating. 

Driving by Leon, I sometimes 
see other sports doing their summer 
workouts. Most of the athletes are 
standing there in line waiting on 
the next drill. Coaches could have 
their athletes using their time more 
wisely and doing stations, so there 
is always constant movement. 

This will, in turn, result in 
more respectable practices and 
athletes, and better results on the 
scoreboard.

I picked running to be my sport 
because it’s a lifelong interest. All 
you have to do is throw on a pair 
of shoes and run, literally, out the 
door. 

Hopefully, athletes understand 
the importance of conditioning 
and will make a commitment to 
condition more. 

www.leonhighlife.com

out for varsity sooner,” Glass said. “I 
didn’t practice as much as I should 
have and it showed.”

Sophomore Austin Foy, Glass’ 
teammate, would support Glass’ 
decision to try out for varsity.

“Anton is one of the best golfers 

I’ve seen,” Foy said, “He 
definitely was one of the best on 
the [junior varsity] team.”

Even though Glass is always 
playing a sport, he doesn’t 
notice a difference in how his 
prosthetic leg and his normal 
leg perform.

“There isn’t really a 
difference in how I play,” Glass 
said. “But, one difference in 
having a prosthetic leg and 
playing sports is knowing that I 
am an inspiration to others.

“I love being told that I 
inspire people to go out and play 
even if you are told you can’t.”

However, having a prosthetic 
leg isn’t always an easy task.

A prosthetic leg starts 
“breaking down” after a year 
and a half, thus requiring Glass 
to replace it frequently.

He got his first prosthetic leg 
when he was six years old and 

has used seven different ones since.
By overcoming the loss of a leg 

and then succeeding in sports, Glass 
has served as a role model for other 
young adults that have disabilities.

Junior Galen Postma has stood 
out as an integral part of the Leon 
varsity lacrosse team for the past two 
years. However, this year he will be 
returning to the tennis courts after a 
break of roughly four years.

Postma has been playing lacrosse 
since he was in seventh grade.

He also played tennis in the sixth 
grade before deciding to put his efforts 
solely into lacrosse.

“I started playing lacrosse at Leon 
because my friends were playing it 
and they told me to do it,” Postma 
said, “I liked lacrosse, so then I tried 
out for varsity and have loved playing 
it for the past two years.”

One of Postma’s favorite memories 
from his two years of lacrosse was the 
friends he made his freshman year.

“I enjoyed playing lacrosse with 
Jackson Graham and Kyle Schwarz,” 
Postma said.

After much thought, Postma 
made the decision that he wanted to 
play tennis this year, even though he 
hadn’t played on a tennis team in four 
years.

“During my years of lacrosse, I 
didn’t get along with my coach all of 
the time and I also just simply became 
burned out,” Postma said, “But I will 
miss my [lacrosse] teammates a lot.”

Postma started playing tennis 

when he was five years old. 
His parents introduced him 
to tennis and eventually put 
him in a tennis camp, which 
was coached by Kevin 
Record, who is now the 
coach of the Leon boys and 
girls varsity teams.

“Galen is as good as 
an athlete as anyone we’ve 
had in the past 11 years 
that  I’ve been coaching,” 
Record said.

“If he puts his mind 
to it, he can become a 
very important part of our 
program and make a huge 
difference.”

Postma has been 
practicing tennis since this 
past summer in order to be 
ready for the tennis season. 
Tennis is a favorite for Galen 
because he can play singles 
and doubles and always be 
around good friends and 
outstanding students.

“I like tennis because 
of the camaraderie, the 
atmosphere, and Coach Record,” 
Postma said. “He is the best tennis 
coach I’ve met. He has helped my 
tennis tremendously throughout the 
years.”

Postma also enjoys the athletic 
aspect of tennis.

“I  like how it is easy to play, but 
is very hard and time-consuming to 
master,” he said.

His experience has helped him 
earn a spot in the tennis class.

“He seems like a quality athlete,” 
classmate Ben Dowling said. “He also 
has a rockin’ mustache.”

Autumn Wable 
High Life guest Sports Editor 

John Ike Smith-Schoenwalder
High Life Sports Editor

John Ike Smith-Schoenwalder
High Life Sports Editor

photo courtesy Cheryl Glass 
Sophomore Anton Glass’ disability won’t stop him from try-
ing out for the varsity golf team next fall.

Although junior Galen Postma is new to the Leon tennis 
program, he has been playing for over a decade.
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Freshman Troy Baxter (left) drives to the basket past a defender from Chiles high 
school at a home game. 

are very supportive and are always 
behind me 100 percent.”

Baxter believes this team has the 
ability and the spirit to win a state 
championship this year.

“The team has good chemistry,” 
Baxter said. “Most of us played on 
the same Amateur Athletic Union  

Senior captain Lara Lane crouches to set up a teammate during a contest in the fall.

LeonHighLife1

Will Henderson, Zac Buchholz, 
Autumn Wable and sophomore Suhki 
Khosla. Wable was the only runner to 
qualify from the  girls team.

“I didn’t do too well at state,” 
Wable said. “At the beginning of the 
season my goal was to beat the school 
record, but towards the end what 
really mattered was being with my 
team.

“I started crying the last 800 
meters of my race because I knew it 
was the last race with my family.” 

The swim team ended its season 
on a high note.

Freshman Claire Kercheval placed 
eighth in the 100-yard backstroke at 
the state meet. 

Half of Leon’s divers  advanced to 
the regional championship meet.

Juniors Kara Crump and Olivia 
Nash competed. Nash finished ninth.

“I had a lot of fun in my first 
season of diving,” Nash said. “I was 
really excited to make it to regionals.

“I am going to continue to dive 
throughout the year to prepare for 
next season.”

It was also Karly Cahill’s first year 
competing.

“I had a lot of fun trying out a 
completely new sport,” Cahill said. 

The 2011 state champion 
volleyball team, which finished with 
a record of 10-18, was runner-up in 
the district and lost in the first round 
of the regional playoffs.

“We did not get as far as we would 

it past the district playoffs.
“This season was very 

disappointing,” junior Carter 
Thompson said. “This is the first time 
we have not been to districts under 
Coach (Tommy) Saborin.”

The girls golf team ended its 
season at regionals.

“We had a really great season,” 
junior Caylin Brown said. “We were 
really happy we made it that far, it 
was one of our better seasons.”

Six-foot-seven freshman small 
forward Troy Baxter is a standout on 
the basketball court and off.

Baxter, who is ranked among the 
best prospects in the state of Florida 
for his class, is the only freshman on 
the varsity basketball team.

“It makes me feel good to be 
the only freshman on varsity,” said 
Baxter, who prides himself on being 
not only a good basketball player, but 
a good student, as well. “It proved to 
me that my skills are above all the 
other underclassmen.”

Baxter always knew he wanted 
to play for Leon. He hopes the Lions 
can win multiple state championships 
in years to come. 

Baxter’s teammates made it easier 
for him to adjust to being on a high 
school varsity team. 

“The rest of the team gives me 
advice on things I don’t know because 
I’m the youngest,” Baxter said. “They 

(AAU) team over the summer 
and we hung out a lot off the 
court.”

“Troy brings a combination 
of both an inside and outside 
presence,” Leon coach Rick Davis 
said.

“He adds depth to our back court, 

have liked this season,” senior Pepper 
Baker said. 

“I have no regrets about it. 
This season was definitely a great 
learning experience for me because 
I was challenged to be a role model 
to the younger girls through my skills 
and work ethic.

 “My senior season was not 
one that lasted long, but it is most 
certainly one I’ll never forget.”      

The boys golf team did not make 

photo courtesy of Leon Volleyball 

photo courtesy of Leon basketball

Fall sports end with mixed results

The fall season for athletics was 
full of success and defeat.

Football, cross country, 
swimming, volleyball and golf all 
had memorable seasons.

The football team, however, 
finished its season with a record of 
2-8.

“Playing football for Leon has 
been the best four years of my life,” 
senior middle linebacker Garrett 
Ganey said. “We’ve had our ups and 
downs, but football is much more 
than winning.

“Football has taught me 
c o m m i t m e n t , l e a d e r s h i p , 
sportsmanship, and how to be 
successful. Things got rough my 
senior year, but we ‘kept pullin’ and 
that’s something that I will never 
forget.”

The cross country team sent 
four of its runners to the state 
championship meet this season.

The runners consisted of seniors 

Athletes 
reflect on both 
successful and 
disappointing 
seasons 

running the floor on the offensive end 
and blocking shots on defense. He’s a 
freshman on the move.”

Baxter’s ultimate goal is to go a 
Division I school.

Leon head coach Rick Davis 
has emphasized the importance of 
academics and basketball to Baxter. 

Baxter is excited about this  season, 
and has already made a slam-dunk in 
Leon’s debut game at Rickards High 
School.

Baxter hopes to improve and  to 
add weight as the season continues. 

“I want to improve every year on 
my game because I want to get better,”  
Baxter said. “I enjoy learning all I can 
about basketball.”

In the future, Baxter hopes to 
follow in the footsteps of his idol, 
National Basketball League superstar 
Kobe Bryant of the Los Angeles 
Lakers.

“At a young age, I told myself 
that I’m going to be a NBA great 
someday,” Baxter said.
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Soccer takes a toll on players  

Sophomores Bailey Nix and Jasmine Richardson in weightlifting practice. Nix 
spots Richardson while she performs a bench press workout.

Sarah Schrader-Nahoom
High Life Sports Editor 
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Girls weightlifting helps end stereotypes

@TheLeonHighLife

photo courtesy of Leon Soccer
Leon varsity player Jason Benn (left) and junior varsity player William Lowry 
(right)  fight for the ball during the red and white game earlier this season. 

People tend to think that football 
is the most dangerous sport. However, 
soccer is proving a point that it could be 
one of the most perilous games. 

According to Leon sports trainer 
Alan Morales, soccer is in the top three 
of the most dangerous sports. 

Soccer provides little protection 
compared to other sports. It is a collision 
game and the only safety gear worn by 
players are shin guards. 

In other contact sports, like football 
and lacrosse, players are suited with 
body armor and helmets. However, 
football is ranked number one in danger 
due to the sheer force of impact the 
players endure. 

A number of injuries have occurred 
this year in soccer.  Those that have 
been hurt include senior Micah Novey, 
who tore his ACL, and junior Sam 
Peltier, who broke the inner joint of 
his big toe. Juniors Caleb Sandon and 
Kyle Jowers have experienced multiple 
concussions.

“Injuries occur for a variety of 
reasons,” Morales said. “Either from 
poor conditioning, poor technique 
and just the trauma of it all. Soccer is 
a contact sport. You have two things 

hitting each other, so something is going 
to give.”

Players seem to feel the same way 
about the physical stresses the sport 
presents.

“Soccer is a sport that demands a 
large amount of conditioning,” Novey 
said. “You get used to it after a while.” 

However, the sport brings shocking 
results on the reality of the game and 
the effects it has on the players. 

“I think people would be surprised 
on how dangerous the sport really is 

and the risks we are susceptible to while 
playing,” Peltier said. 

Concussions and lower leg injuries 
are some of the multiple impairments 
players are prone to. Sandon has had 
three concussions from soccer. 

“I don’t really remember them 
happening,” Sandon said. “But 
sometimes I feel overworked when 
I don’t get a rest. Like if we play two 
games in two days. But it’s more like 
bruises than actual soreness.”

The soreness players experience 

can also lead to injury. Peltier has 
experienced pulled muscles in various 
parts of his body including his thigh. 
Minor injuries like this can possibly  
have costly effects. 

However, the injuries are not limited 
to just the boys’ team. Players on the 
girls’ soccer team have had their fair 
share of damage, as well.  

Sophomore Traci Creel has 
dislocated her kneecap twice, torn her 
meniscus and surrounding cartilage and 
bruised her ACL.

Senior Caroline Walker has also 
experienced some injuries throughout 
her high school experience. 

“I’ve been playing for six years, 
and have had injures,” Walker said. 
“My most major injuries were two 
concussions, and I have a screw in my 
wrist and I currently have a strained hip 
flexor.”

“I love soccer, and I don't regret 
playing it,” Novey said. “It has done 
great things for my body, like getting 
me in shape.” 

Even when players are affected by 
injury, dedication prevails. 

“I wouldn’t trade a day out there 
playing soccer for anything in the 
world,” Walker said. “Even though I 
get injured a lot, I think it’s a fun sport 
to play.”  

When people think of weightlifting, most think of 
bulky, sweaty men grunting as they bench hundreds 
of pounds. However, girls weightlifting is changing 
that assumption. 

Laura Sroka is the coach of the girls weightlifting 
team this year. Girls weightlifting is a competition to 
see who is the strongest and can lift the most weight.  

 At the meets, the girls perform two lifts: the bench 
press and the clean and jerk. The bench press lift tests 
upper body strength. The clean and jerk is a whole 
body lift that is performed by lifting the weight from  
the floor and then hoisting it over the head. 

These are the only lifts they are required to do in a 
meet. Practice, however, consists of ab workouts, arm 
work and a lot of squat workouts. 

In order to win, you have to be the lightest girl to 
lift the heaviest weight.

“Most girls haven’t lifted before and definitely 
haven’t lifted competitively,” Sroka said. “Most of 
them are in it to stay fit.”

Jasmine Richardson and Muireall Brown are some 
lifters that stand out. Richardson, a sophomore, can 
bench 100 pounds, clean 115 pounds and jerk 100 
pounds.  

 Brown has been weightlifting for a while but is 
new to competitive weightlifting. She is benching 95 
pounds and wants to see some real improvement this 
season. 

“Weight lifting is a great way to get in shape,” 
Brown said. “Aside from that, it's simply something 

that I enjoy and am reasonably good 
at.”

Brown has strong feelings 
regarding the stereotype that 
surrounds girls’ weightlifting.

 “Women are so afraid of 
‘bulking up’ and becoming hulking 
‘she-males’ that they stigmatize and 
avoid weightlifting at all costs,” 
Brown said.

However, Brown is not the only 
one with these sentiments.

“Boys aren't the only ones who 
can lift weights,” Richardson said. 
“Girls have a lot of lower body 
strength, whereas guys have a lot 
of upper body strength, so I really 
don't think one is better than the 
other.”

Coach Sroka hopes to get more 
girls to join the team. 

“I think a lot of the girls will be 
more confident and feel better about 
themselves and be more toned,” 
Sroka said. “They shouldn’t have 
to worry about what other people 
think.”

The team’s first district meet is 
Dec. 12 and the state meet will be 
held on Feb. 9. They will have additional meets in 
January.

In the meantime, the girls are content showing 

everyone that they too can compete in a “boys” 
sport. 

“I am perfectly happy to be helping to break this 
ridiculous, restricting, and potentially unhealthy 
stereotype,” Brown said. 
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12/11/12 Oakleaf 
12/13/12 Rickards 
12/15/12 Orange Park 
01/08/13 at Lincoln
01/11/13 at Ridgeview
01/12/13 at Orange Park
01/17/12  at Middleburg
01/17/13  at Rickards
01/22/13  at Godby
01/24/13  Florida High
01/26/13  Wakulla

Boys Soccer
Date           Opponent
10/30/12 at Wakulla
11/02/12 at Chiles
11/05/12 at Wakulla
11/09/12 at Lincoln
11/13/12 at Lake City
11/16/12 at Rutherford
11/17/12 at Arnold
11/20/12 Lincoln
11/28/12 at Chiles
11/29/12 at Lafayette
12/01/12 Tate
12/04/12 at Florida High
12/11/12 Mosley
12/13/12 Lake City
12/14/12 at Taylor County
12/21/12 Chiles
01/08/12 Lafayette
01/10/12 at Mosley 
01/12/12 at Godby
01/14/12 Rickards

 
 

Girls Basketball
Date           Opponent 
11/12/12 Jefferson County
11/13/12 Lincoln
11/15/12 Godby
11/19/12 at Jefferson County
11/20/12 Chiles
11/29/12 at Oak Leaf
12/03/12 at Chiles
12/04/12 Middleburg
12/07/12 Ridgeview

01/10/13 at Florida High
12/28/12 at Wakulla

Results
W, 48-6
W, 41-29
 L, 44-30
W, 52-25
W, 47-33
W, 47-30
W, 48-16
W, 55-24

Results

Boys Basketball
Date           Opponent                                
11/24/12 at Rickards
11/27/12 Chiles
11/29/12 Oak Leaf
11/30/12 Lincoln
12/04/12 at Florida High
12/06/12 Godby
12/08/12 at Rickards
12/12/12 Oak Leaf
12/13/12 at West Gadsden
12/14/12          Orange Park
01/05/12          at East Gadsden
01/07/12          Middleburg
01/11/12 Ridgeview
01/12/12 Orange Park
01/15/12 Middleburg
01/17/12 West Gadsden
01/22/12 at Lincoln
01/25/12 Ridgeview
01/29/12 East Gadsden
01/31/12 Rickards

Results
W, 60-59
W, 57-55
W, 66-45
W, 59-46
W, 59-56

Former football standout Trey Braun 
blocking a Chiles defender.

01/15/12 Maclay 
01/16/12 at Fleming Island

Girls Soccer 
Date           Opponent
11/01/12 at Chiles
11/05/12 at Florida High
11/02/12 at Pace
11/03/12 at Ft. Walton Beach 
11/06/12 at Rickards
11/07/12 at John Paul II 
11/13/12 at Mosley 
11/16/12 at Columbia 
11/19/12 at Lincoln 
11/27/12 Mosley 
11/28/12 at Godby
12/04/12 Chiles 
12/06/12 Maclay
12/10/12 Lincoln 
12/12/12 Columbia 
12/14/12 at Wakulla
12/20/12 at Maclay
01/08/12 Florida High 
01/10/12 Wakulla

Boys Wrestling
Date           Opponent
12/01/12 Wakulla Duals
12/07/12 Cap City Classic
12/08/12 Cap City Classic
12/15/12 BJ Fletcher Duals
01/11/12 Billy Saylor
01/12/12 Billy Saylor 
01/19/12 Seminole Duals
01/25/12 Big Bend Duals

Trey Braun,  who 
graduated early from Leon 
after the first semester of 
2010, has gone on to be-
come a successful red-
shirted football player at 
Georgia Tech.

At Leon, Braun was 
a sports superstar, taking 
part in wrestling, track, and 
football. Braun always fa-
vored football, and played 
offensive tackle and de-
fensive end at Leon. Now, 
he plays offensive guard at 
Georgia Tech. 

Most recently, Braun 
saw some action in a few 
plays in the Atlanta Coast 
Conference (ACC) Cham-
pionship against Florida 
State University. 

“The best moment in 
football was when we beat 
Clemson in our homecom-
ing game,” Braun said.

Academically, he is a third-year me-
chanical engineering student and is ex-
pected to graduate in the spring of 2014.

Braun’s goals for the future include 
earning a starting position, winning the 
ACC championship, winning the national 
championship, and earning a master’s de-
gree.

“College has been great,”  Braun said. 
“The best part has been the experience of 
living in a city like Atlanta on my own.”

Braun thinks he could not be where he 
is now without Leon.

“Leon prepared me more than I knew 
at the time, Braun said. “I really miss it.”

Results
 W, 2-0
 W, 1-0
 W, 5-1
  T, 0-0
 W, 2-0
  T, 1-1
  T, 0-0
  L, 3-1
  T, 0-0
 W, 2-0
  T, 2-2
 W, 3-0

Leon High Life

Results 
 T, 1-1
 T, 1-1
 T, 0-0
W, 5-0
W, 6-0
W, 2-1
 L, 0-5
W, 2-0
 L, 0-4
 L, 2-3
W, 8-0
W, 2-0
W, 2-0


