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A note from
Student Body 

President
Pepper Baker

Dear Class 
of 2013:

Dear classmates,
Four years ago we 

walked into the immense, 
brick building we have 
come to know and love, 
Leon High School. Four 
years ago we were clueless, 
young, naïve, mind-blown, 
hopeful, ambitious, discom-
bobulated, but most of all, 
we were courageous. Pride 
and courage are two power-
ful qualities that Leon stu-
dents are known to possess, 
which adds to why we are 
the Leon Lions. Four years 
ago, it took courage to walk 
up the steps and through the doors 
of that huge, brick building on the 
hill which opened up endless pos-
sibilities in our very hands for the 
next four years. Now, we are at the 
end of our high school life, heading 
into all sorts of different directions, 
but we all have one common place 
and that’s our home here at Leon. 

We all have memories shared 
between these historic walls. 
Whether it was reading the numer-
ous inappropriate messages on the 
bathroom stalls, being stuck in the 
slow-moving traffic in the hallways 
between class while Mr. Henry 
yells “Bell fittin’ to ring!”, getting 
a leg work out from all the stairs, 

flooding in the parking lots, the color 
red everywhere, red and white boys, 
Homecoming week, pep rallies, or my 
favorite, our magnificent chorus class 
singing around the Lion before lunch 
every Friday that sent chills down 
my spine every time; there’s endless 
memories that vary from absolutely 
horrifying to incredibly amazing at 
Leon. 

As Student Body President, natu-
rally, it is my job to speak only highly 
of Leon High School, as you all ex-
pect me to say only good things about 
Leon because well, I am the President. 
There were many other places I could 
think of being at 7:30 in the morning, 
like asleep, for instance, or relaxing 

at the beach; but in the last 
few days here at Leon, I’ve 
walked a little slower in the 
hallways, I’ve stayed behind 
after class to exchange a few 
last conversations with my 
teachers, and I’ve watched 
the freshmen sitting on the 
bleachers as I’ve pulled into 
my parking spot after lunch. 
I imagine how we were them 
four years ago; and they’ll 
be us four years from now. 
In these last few moments, 
I’ve spent taking in our final 
days at Leon, it hit me that I 
couldn’t imagine attending a 
better high school, even if we 
had to be here at 7:30 a.m. 
in the morning, five days a 
week.

Being the Student Body 
President was such an honor 
and one of my greatest ac-

complishments. I did not achieve all 
my goals nor was I perfect; I made 
plenty of mistakes, but with the sup-
port system of the family we have 
here at Leon through the students, fac-
ulty and administration, and student 
government, I was quick to bounce 
back on my feet after any stumbles 
throughout the year and for that, I 
thank you all. Through the pep ral-
lies, I hoped I successfully expressed 
the school spirit and love I have for 
this school. I challenge my successor, 
Seamus Toner, to not only keep the 
pep in pep rallies, but to continue to 
spread the love and support through-
out the Leon family. 

The time has come for you 
to graduate.  I know that I have 
been your principal for only one 
year; however, I was an assistant 
principal here your freshmen 
year.  Man, have you grown up!

On Tuesday, May 28, 2013 
at approximately 7:45 p.m. we 
will begin calling the names 
of the Class of 2013 and you 
will walk across the stage at the 
Leon County Civic Center and 
join the family of thousands of 
Leon High School alumni.  This 
is a rather prestigious family 
and I am convinced that each of 
you will add your own unique 
contribution.

On behalf of the entire Leon 
High School faculty and staff I 
congratulate each of you on your 
accomplishment and I challenge 
you to not let high school 
graduation be the end of your 
educational career.  I encourage 
you to continue your education 
whether it is in college, technical 
school, the military, or any 
advanced training program.  Be a 
life-long student.  Education and 
hard work are the keys to your 
success.

Finally, I ask that you always 
remember where you came from.  
You are now and always will be 
a Leon Lion.

Go Big Red!

Billy Epting
Principal
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Got an opinion? Get it in the paper 
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Drop off  letters to Room IA4 or

www.leonhighlife.com

Write a Letter to the Editor.

Editor’s Desk: My final thoughts

Dear Editor,

As four long, wonderful years 
come to an end, my mind floods 
with memories. I made plenty of 
friends, shared tons of laughs and 
shed my share of tears.

Leon has grown to be a sec-
ond home to me and I would not 
trade it for the world. From the 
High Life, to prom, and every 
event and activity in between, 
Leon has changed me.

I’m confident that these last 
four years will be a time I will 
never forget.

My hope is that the class of 
2013 leaves behind a legacy and 
sets an example for many future 
Lions to follow. We are Leon!

Bryanna Oaks

Dominic Levings
High Life Editor-in-Chief

Dear Editor,

As my time as a Lion comes 
to a close, I would like to thank 
the true unsung heroes of Leon: 
the teachers.

I truly believe that this is one 
of the most difficult and stressful 
jobs anyone could ever have. 

From planning a curriculum, 
to dealing with rowdy students, 
a teacher must deal with many 
hardships.

I’m happy to say that all of 
the teachers at Leon have made 
my stay here unforgettable. It’s 
been a pleasure to have so many 
dedicated teachers.

Nigel  Blackburn

Editor-in-Chief: Dominic Levings
Page One Editor: Olivia Nash 

Page Two Editor: Autumn Wable
Page Three Editor: Marcie Gstieger-Cox

Page Four Editor: Tess Johnson
Page Five Editor: Ellen-Claire Newell
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Page Nine Editor: Savannah Watson 

           Page 10 Editor: Mina Kaji
Page 11 Editor: Sarah Schrader-Nahoom

Page 12 Editor: John Ike Smith-Schoenwalder
Online Editor: Rachel Joyner

Business Manager: Traci  Creel
Video Editor: Steve Charlson
Photo Editor: Kate Milford

Photographer: Helena Higgins
Writers: Logan McLanahan, James Kirkpatrick 

and Natalia President

coach, two programs which have seen 
incredible success in recent years. 

He was a reporter for over 20 years 
and brings a unique facet to the class-
room. His professional experience, of-
ten relayed through anecdotes, allows 
us to learn in a very realistic fashion.

I’ve had the honor of having 
him for four years. If not for him 
and his ninth grade journalism class, 
I wouldn’t be writing this today.

Nothing, absolutely nothing, 
would be possible without the work 
of the High Life staff. The staff, com-
posed of mostly sophomores, juniors 
and seniors, and one freshman, put 
in a ton of work to ensure a present-
able publication. The page editors 
have done a tremendous job writing 
articles and piecing together their 
pages. Thank you, guys, for giving 
me an awesome group to work with.

I’ll take a moment here to force 
upon you a completely biased opinion. 
I have always – get ready for it - held 
the belief that the newspaper class is 
the most accomplished class in the 
school. I’m not just talking about this 
year’s class, but traditionally, mem-
bers of the High Life staff boast an 
insanely impressive academic record. 

The presence of members from 
all four grades allows us to represent 
a unique and varied demographic 
of the school. Across the spectrum, 

First and foremost, I’d like 
to thank everyone who has fol-
lowed the High Life this year. 
We enjoy nothing more than 
seeing you read the paper or 
talking about the news in it. 
A lot of time and effort really 
does go into its production. 

It is our mission to provide 
you with the opportunity to 
learn something new. We want 
to give you a unique perspec-
tive into this special commu-
nity known as Leon. We want 
you to be educated, updated 
and opinionated. I hope we 
were successful in doing so.

I have been involved with 
the journalism program all four 
years of high school. The dy-
namics of media have changed 
drastically in that time period. 
The most prominent difference has 
been the emergence of social media 
as a big-time player in breaking news. 

When I was a freshman in the 
Fall of 2009, who had ever heard 
of Twitter? Why on earth was a 
bird’s chirp making headlines?

As the culture of media shift-
ed, so did the High Life. During 
my sophomore and junior years, 
I worked heavily on our compan-
ion website, www.leonhighlife.
com. The site was launched dur-
ing the 2008-09 school year by 
then Editor-in-Chief Kyle Muller. 

Since then, the project has ex-
panded to include staff blogs, video 
reports, a live news feed and the 
ability to view the actual newspa-
per. In just four years, nearly 1,200 
posts have been added to the web-
site. Check it out some time. There’s 
a bunch of great stuff on there.

Our Twitter account, ‘@TheLe-
onHighLife’ has over 600 followers 
and is gaining more daily. With the 
touch of a button, over half a thou-
sand people can read what we have 
to say. The transfer of information 
has become instant, and keeping up 
with news has never been easier.

The driving force behind this un-
paralleled development  is our advi-
sor and teacher, Kevin Record. Pri-
marily, he is the boys and girls tennis 

the High Life staff has al-
ways been distinguished.

This past year, staff mem-
bers John ‘Ike’ Smith-Schoen-
walder (9th) and Rachel Joyner 
(10th) were the highest-ranked 
students in their respective 
grades. Autumn Wable was 
the senior class president and 
will be speaking at the gradu-
ation ceremony on May 28. 
Senior Savannah Watson 
was president of the Fellow-
ship of Christian Athletes. 

Last year, Newspaper 
was home to three of Leon’s 
four Best & Brightest win-
ners: Tori Whitley (Drama 
and Performing Arts), C.C. 
Smith-Schoenwalder (Eng-
lish and Language Arts) and 
Taylor McMahon (Journal-
ism and Media Productions). 

The Co-Editor-in-Chief’s 
from 2010-11, June Lee 

and Roberta Fiorito, are both ac-
tive in the journalism and media 
fields at the University of Florida. 
Former two-time Editor-in-Chief 
Eden Joyner, Rachel’s sister, now 
works in Washington on Presi-
dent Barack Obama’s video staff. 
The list really does go on and on.

With all that being said, I can 
say it has truly been an honor to 
serve as Editor-in-Chief of the 
High Life. The paper, now finish-
ing its 93rd year of publication, has 
been a perennial piece of Leon his-
tory and tradition. I have enjoyed 
being a part of that special lore.

Again, I thank all of you for 
keeping up with us this year. I 
hope you’ll continue to check in 
with us and stay informed about 
the school we all know and love.

I have no doubt that as the world 
of media continuously changes, 
from next year’s 94th publication 
and onwards, so will the High Life. 

The past four years have really 
eluded me. It’s hard to believe that my 
time at Leon is at an end. I have made 
countless memories and friends here. 
They ensure that the school on the 
hill will always be part of who I am. 

 
 Dominic Levings

Writing just one final time,
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Three seniors plan to make final impact 
Selected Leon seniors finalize their speeches that will be given at graduation

For Autumn Wable, getting to be a part of the 
long-standing Leon tradition of allowing the Senior 
Class President to speak at graduation is a distin-
guished honor that she has been dreaming about 
since her sophomore year.

But, Wable is determined not to make her speech 
one of the proverbial graduation speeches that have 
become customary.

“I don’t want [my speech] to be too cheesy,” 
Wable said. “I don’t think life is like a road in any 
way shape or form.”

And while there will be no clichés in her fare-
well address, Wable may try to make some book 
references.

 “I want to throw some humor in there because 
people won’t expect it,” Wable said. “I might get 
sentimental too because I love Leon to death.”

What will make Wable’s speech stand out from 
the rest is her ability to connect with every kind of 
Leon graduate.

“Autumn has the uncanny ability to bring ev-
eryone together,” said fellow Student Government 
representative Karly Mizell. “She will be able to 
speak about things that everyone who has attended 
Leon will be able to identify with.”

Next fall, Wable will be going to the University 
of Mississippi where she will be studying Elemen-
tary Education. She hopes that one day she will 
work as an elementary or middle school teacher.

Lucy Toman was nominated by her fellow 
Summa Cum Laude graduates to deliver a speech 
at graduation this year. 

“I’m not uncomfortable speaking in front 
of people,” Toman said. “I just have never been 
nervous. Since I’m not scared or worried about it, 
people thought it would be a good idea because I’m 
very natural.”

Other seniors also have confidence in Toman’s 
speaking ability.

“I adore Lucy,” senior Katie Kennedy said. 
“She has such great charisma and is a wonderful 
speaker. I think she will do an awesome job on her 
speech.”

Toman has not started writing her speech, but 
has thought of a few ideas.

“It’s definitely an honor,” Toman said. “It’s a 
really neat thing to be able to do. I don’t want it to 
be cheesy but I also want it to have a message.”

Math teacher Cesar Kothe thinks very highly of 
Toman. 

“When you meet Lucy, she’s the type of student 
that always makes you feel welcome,” Kothe said. 

Toman is captain of the swim team, president 
of Peace Jam, secretary of Pierian National Honor 
Society and is a Special Olympics swim coach. 

After high school, Toman plans on attending 
the University of Florida to major in Industrial 
Engineering. 

Marcie Gsteiger-Cox
High Life Editorial Editor

Tess Johnson
High Life News Editor

Olivia Nash
High Life News Editor

Autumn Wable Samuel Tew Lucy Toman

 seniors graduating with high honors
Carlei Atkinson
Victoria Chismar
Austin Hack
Bita Hassani
Kathleen Kennedy
Charles Levings
Phillip Mendez
Micah Novey
Quinn Rainer
Caroline Walker
Lindsey Welch
Jessica Wheeler
Cameron Wong
Cameron Zein-Eldin

Alberto Ayala                
Hannah Bailey          
Ivelisse Birk
Nigel Blackburn
Helen Corrigan
Flannery French
Taylor Harvey
Annie Kennedy
Victoria Kimmel
Lara Lane
Kaitlyn Lisenby
Mark Logan
Lindsay Macmillan
Vance McGhee
Mark Niekus
Sarah Prentice
Zoghanno Richardson

Gabriela Balicas
Jordan Brenneis
Jessica Coogan
Madelynne DeLoach
Amanda Green
Kayla Hendrickson
Mary Hinrichs
Michael Holcomb
Emily Kroll
Carla Lewis
Jessica Liu
Alexandra Mitchell
Jeffrey Morgan, Jr.
Joyce Park
Jill Smith
Constance Carbonell-Bierbaum
Vladislava Tchourioukanova

Summa (4.00-3.90) Magna (3.89-3.80) Cum (3.79-3.70)
Emalee Schierman
Sarah Shahawy
Avery Smith
William Smith
Sarah Taff
Brandon Teem
William Wright

Samuel Tew
Lucy Toman
Nicholas Torgesen
Mary Smith
Ellen Taylor

A graduation speech recaps the past four 
years for the graduating seniors, all while glanc-
ing ahead at what the future holds. Summa Cum 
Laude graduate Samuel Tew will be one of three 
Lions to speak at graduation.

Tew was elected by his fellow Summa Cum 
Laude graduates to deliver his speech. While Tew 
has limited public speaking experience, he re-
mains unphased by the task of addressing such a 
large crowd.

“As long as I practice and am fully confident, 
I know everything will go well,” Tew said. “I’m 
really not nervous at all.”

With his speech, Tew plans to emphasize the 
importance of taking responsibility for one’s ac-
tions, and recognizing that more independence can 
end up leading to consequences.

“We are all growing up,” Tew said. “And I 
know that if I fail, it’s my fault. I will have to fig-
ure out how to fix it on my own.”

Tew is looking forward to his college years at 
Florida State University.

“I don’t know what I want to do yet, but am 
excited for all of the new opportunities,” Tew said.

Tew wants the graduating seniors to take every 
new experience in stride, and meet whatever 
comes next with confidence.

“Always do your best,” Tew said. “Never let 
people tell you that your best is not good enough.”
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2013 GRADUATES
Matthew Bevis

Unknown

Jessica Beyer
Unviersity of West Georgia

Richard Binger
Unknown

Ivelisse Birk
UF

Paul Black
TCC

Nigel Blackburn
UCF

Ra’Dina Blackburn
Unknown

Robert Blake
TCC

Madeline Boissiere
TCC

Rachel Bonds
TCC

Tariq Bonnett
Unknown

Kathryn Boynton
Unknown

Anthony Branca
FSU

Kyle Brasher
TCC

Jordan Brenneis
FSU

Jasmine Brown
Unknown  

Jesse Brown
TCC

Tashani Brown
TCC

Zechariah Brown
Unknown

LaKennthia Bryant
TCC 

Zachary Bucholz
UF

Kanlie Buell
TCC

Christain Burt
Undecided 

Allison Burtoft
TCC

 
Amanda Campbell

TCC

Takerra Campbell
TCC

Constance Carbonell-
Bierbaun

UF

Michael Cenedella
FSU

Theodore Chaires
TCC

Joy Chan
Unknown

Tanner Chancy
Webber International Uni-

versity

Victoria Chismar
UF

Cory Clark
FSU

Jeffrey Clark
UF

Davis Clarke
TCC

Lucas Claros
TCC

Jessy Clayton
Unknwon

Michael Cleary
TCC

Zackary Coker
TCC

Cameron Collier
TCC

Marquesha Collins
Undecided

Sydney Collins
Faulkner University

Lauren Cone 
TCC

Jessica Coogan
FSU

Ja’Nae Cooper
Unknown  

Ralphael-Jibri Cooper
TCC

Alexis Corbett
TCC

Jacob Corey
Indian River State College

Nathan Cornelison
TCC 

Helen Corrigan
UF

Nathan Corser
Unknown

Andrew Corzine
Furman University

Darilyn Cotton
FAMU

Brielle Crooms
TCC

Jordyn Crumpler
TCC

Doleesha Cunningham
TCC

D’Eric Davis
Unknown

Dylan Deese
TCC

Madelynne DeLoach
FSU

Asiayana Dennis
TCC

Cecile Depart
Florida Southern College

Patrick Desloge
Oglethorpe University

Holly DeVlieger
Unknown

Vivian Deyo
FSU

Justice Diamond 
UF

Dublin Dodd
TCC

Delainey Doud
TCC

Lexis Douglas
TCC

Margaret Dudley
Flagler College

Katlyn Dunn
TCC

Candice Edwards
TCC

William Epting
Methodist University

Antonetta Ethridge
Unknown

Scott Ethridge
Marine Corps Reserves 

Yoskar Feliz
Unknown

Greta Foster
TCC

Benjamin Fowler
Unknown

Lexi Fox
Unknown

Joshua Frasier
TCC

Flannery French
New College of Florida

Nadia Gains
FSU

Michael Galey
Unkown

Franklin Gandy
TCC

Garrett Ganey
FGCU

Brandon Gentile
FSU

Dakota Geradine
Unknown

Quay’tavious Geter
Unknown 

Caroline Gibson
Unknown

Tjadis Alexander
Unknown

Raven Anderson
Unknown

Zachary Anderson
Lively Technical College

Marcus Andrews
Air Force

Megan Arnold
Unknown

Carlei Atkinson
USF

Alberto Ayala
Kalamazoo College

Tiana Bagias
TCC  

Elizabeth Bailey
Queens University of Char-

lotte

Hannah Bailey
UF

Theria Bailey
University of Southern 

Mississippi

Lindsay Baird
Unknown

Alexia Baity
Unknown

Kyle Baker
Lively Technical College

Pepper Baker
University of 

Massachusetts,Boston

Gabriela Balicas
Unknwon

Anna Barfield
TCC

Andrew Barner
TCC

Jorann Bartell
TCC

David Batson
TCC

Dominic Baultrip
Marine Corps
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Garett Henderson

Unkown

William Henderson IV
Ole Miss

Kayla Hendrickson
Georgia Tech

Caya Henry 
Unknown

Mary Hinrichs
UF

Daniel Hoch
TCC

William Hochstedler
Unknown

Michael Holcomb
UF

Thomas Holley
TCC

Abbey Hopkins
TCC

Chandler Howard
Ringling College of Art and 

Design

Ace Hume
UWF

Jenna Humphrey
TCC

Kendyll Humphrey
FSU

LaShai Huntley
Bethune-Cookman Univer-

sity

Abiel Ibarra
Unknown

Mary Jackson
TCC

Whitney Jackson
TCC

Robert Jensen
FSU

Cody Johansen
UCF  

Breona Johnson
Unknown

Christopher Johnson 
Unknown

Donterrius Johnson
Undecided

Mary Johnson
Auburn University

Miranda Johnson
Unknown

Janea Jones
USF

Octavia Jones 
Unknown

Griffin Kahn
TCC

Cassandra Kearns
TCC

Leigha Kelly-Knight
FSU

Kaitlyn Kendrick
FSU

Amber Kennedy
Undecided  

Annie Kennedy 
FSU

Kathleen Kennedy 
Hamline University

Catherine Kent 
FSU

Samuel Kerce
FSU

Heru Khufu
Unknown

Lauren Kidd
TCC

Victoria Kimmel 
FSU

Colby Kinsey 
TCC

Jordan Kirkendoll
FSU

Clara Kramer 
FSU

Emily Kroll 
UF

Abby Lamb 
Southeastern University

Lara Lane 
FSU

Greyson Laramore
TCC

James Leo
Air Force

Tyler Letchworth
TCC

Charles Levings
FSU

Carla Lewis
Stanford University

Kaitlyn Lisenby
FSU

Jessica Liu
UF

Mark Logan
UF

Lanice Love
TCC

Lindsay Macmillan
UF

Tyler Macomber
TCC

Alexandra Markley 
TCC

Millie Marshall 
Belmont University

Ashley Martin
Unknown  

Alejandro Martinez
TCC

Daniel Martinez
TCC

Marcus Mascagni
USF

Laurel Mathis
TCC

Ja’Lyen McBride
Armed Forces

Matthew McCalvin
FSU

Ayesha McCray
TCC

Donald McGarry
TCC

Vance McGhee
FAMU

Gregory Meadows
TCC

Phillip Mendez
FSU

Haley Mendoza 
Birmingham Southern 

College

Henry Merryday
FSU

Austin Miller
TCC

Dakota Miller
Unkown

Jalen Milton
TCC

Alexandra Mitchell
University of Virginia

Mykayla Mixson 
Unknown

Jada Morgan
Limestone University

Jeffrey Morgan Jr.
TCC

Elizabeth Mossell
Belmont University

Tierra Moy
Army

Emmalina Mozier
TCC

Karim Muhammad
Air Force

Bernard Mustian
Florida Southern College

Hassan Nabulsi
TCC

Kristine Marie Nalupa
TCC

Emily Newell
TCC 

Kimberly Newsome
TCC

Michael Newsome
Marine Corps

Mikayla Nichols
TCC

Mark Niekus
FSU

William Norton
Elon University

Micah Novey
UF

Bryanna Oaks
FSU

Ashton Odom
Unknown

Hannah O’Donnell
UCF

Cameron Ohlin
TCC

Joyce Park
Cal Berkley

Trent Gibson
TCC

Connor Giles
Unknown

Gabrielle Glover
TCC

Eric Goff
TCC

Todd Gordon
TCC

Kevin Grace
FSU

Jeffery Graham
TCC

Cameshha Grant
Unknown

Jediah Gray
Unknown

Amanda Green
UAB

Jessica Greenhalgh
FSU  

Jared Guminski
Unknown  

Clifton Gwynn
TCC

Austin Hack
Unknown

Chelsea Hacker
TCC

Michael Hall
TCC

Chelsi Hamilton
FSU 

David Hannan
TCC

Kiara Hannan
TCC

Megan Harpster
Unknown

Taylor Harvey
UF

Brita Hassani
FSU

Brianna Hawkins
TCC

Shanice Hayes
TCC

Ronald Heffner
Navy
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“To accomplish great things, we must not only act, but also 
dream; not only plan, but also believe.” -Anatole France*

1

2
1. Autumn Wable, 
Jessica Liu, 
Kendyll Humphrey, 
and Clara Kramer
2. Grace Hinrichs 
and Cameron 
Wong
3. Mary Phillips 
Smith, Savannah 
Watson and Sarah 
Taff

3

All photos courtesy of Leon students.

6



7
Senior Edition ’13www. leonhighlife.com

leon  high  life the
Leon High Life

“To accomplish great things, we must not only act, but also 
dream; not only plan, but also believe.” -Anatole France*

4

5

6

4. Jessica Beyer, 
Caroline Walker, 
Jada Morgan, 
Kimberly Newsome 
and Allie Mitchell 
5. Kimberly 
Newsome, Mikayla 
Nichols
6. SGA members, 
Red & White Boys

All photos courtesy of Leon students.

artwork courtesy of Stevenson Johnson

*The 2013 senior class quote.

@TheLeonHighLife
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Hannah Rivero
Unknown

Trinicia Robertson
FAMU

Annemarie Robins
TCC

Desmond Robins
TCC

Jatavis Robinson
TCC

Josmarie Rojas
Edison State College

Misael Roque
Unknown

Nathan Rumph
U.S. Navy

Demetria Rumph
FSU

Demetria Russ
TCC

Jennifer Rutten
GCSC

Shamori Sands
TCC

Emalee Schierman
UCF

Ashley Schmitz
Unknown

Susannah Schroeder
Santa Fe C.C.

Cassandra Schry
U.S. Navy

Jordyn Seckel
Shenandoah University

Stephen Sego
FAMU

Marquis Shackelford
Unknown

Caroline Shafer
FGCU

Sarah Shahawy
NC State 

Jessica Shashaty
FSU

Sterling Shaw
TCC

Nicholas Sheplak
FAMU

Lauren Shields
Unknown

Amber Shiflett
TCC

Jonathan Simmons
FSU

Destiny Sims
Unknown

Leah Singh
TCC

Da Necia Slaughter
University of North Texas

Hannah Small
Unknown

Allison Smallwood
TCC

Avery Smith
UF

Cameron Smith
Unknown

Carey Smith
TCC

Haley Smith
Unknown

Jill Smith
FSU

Mary Phillips Smith
Georgia Southern University

Tyneshia Smith
TCC

William Smith
FSU

Victor Soder
Unknown

Forrest Starr
Unknown

Kristen Stephens
TCC

Savannah Stephens
TCC

Wilbur Stiles III
FSU

Kyle Stubbs
Unknown

Victoria Sullivan
Unknown

Travis Szilveszter
Marine Corps

Sarah Taff
FSU

Kenneth Tarrant
Air Force

Andi Taylor
Unknown

Ellen Taylor
TCC

Heather Taylor
TCC

Michael Taylor 
Unknown

Zachary Taylor
TCC

Vladislava Tchourioukanova
FSU

Brandon Teem
UF

Andrea Terres
USF

Samuel Tew
FSU

Aaron Thomas
Marion Military Institute. 

Jonnekia Thomas
Unknown

Anastacia Thompson
Unknown

LeNorris Thompson
Unknown

Franeshia Tillman
Unknown

Jasmine Tinson
USF

Lucy Toman
UF

Nicholas Torgesen
FSU 

Alexis Trico
Kesier University

Thomas Truman
USF

Kristi Turner
Unknown

Mary Twyman
TCC

Mehuliben Upadhyaya
FSU

Ansley Vickers
FSU

Autumn Wable
Ole Miss

Dougals Waddell
Wingate University

Luke Wahl
FSU

Caroline Walker
FSU

Sierra Walker
TCC

Tera Walsh
Unknown

Zwnoyah Ware
U.S. Navy

Ciara Washington
Hillsborough Community 

College

Kyla Watson
Unknown

Savannah Watson
TCC

Ayana Weaver
Unknown

Kayla Weismantel
TCC

Lindsey Welch
University of Northern Colo-

rado

Samuel Westcott
Unknown

Rachael Westmoreland
TCC

Jessica Wheeler
FSU

Hunter Whitaker
UNF

Clarenia White
Unknown

Tyler Whitehead
FSU

Kyle Whittington
Unknown

Robert Whitworth
FSU

Emily Wilgenbusch
University of Florida

Tori Wilkerson
Unknown

Senior Edition ‘13
Joohi Patel

TCC

Jahmiel Paul
Unknown

Nicholas Pavlov
Unknown  

Jamiliah Payne
TCC 

Jessica Peppers
Unknown

Nicholas Petrizzo
UWF

Hannah Phillips
TCC

Dennis Pickett
Unknown

Cassidy Pope
Unkown

Donna Prather
Enterprise C.C.

Sarah Prentice
FSU

Cerys Profitt
Unknown

Quinn Rainer
FSU

Ivy Ranzinger
FSU

Christina Ratliff
TCC

Bre’unnia Redding
TCC

Ryan Reynolds
TCC

Tichina Richardson
Unknown

Zoghanno Richardson
USF

Haley Richmond
Unknown

Karla Rico
TCC

Ashley Rignanese
FSU

Abigail Ritter
TCC

Jacob Rittgers
TCC
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Cameron Wong

UF

Na’Aysha Wood
UCF

Brandon Woodard
United States Army

Trez Wootson
Community College of Philadelphia

William Wright
UF

Enrique Yanez
TCC

Bryant Young
College of Charleston

Cameron Zein-Eldin
Belmont University

Zachary Zepp
University of Arkansas

Desiree’ Williams
TCC

Louis Williams
Unknown

Ravyn Williams
Unknown

Tayler Williams
Unknown

Ian Willis
TCC

Keldrick Willis
Unknown

Taylor Willis
Unknown     

                  
Ali Wingate

Make-up Designory

Dillon Wollshlager
Sante Fe C.C.

“PEPPER” cont. from page 
1

Beloved teacher ready for next chapter

Mina Kaji 
High Life Sports Editor

Oakley Van Oss has fun with his students on the 2011 summer Costa Rica language 
immersion trip.

After six years as a Leon Lion, 
Spanish teacher Oakley Van Oss will 
be leaving to take on a “new adven-
ture.”

Van Oss will be returning to Col-
orado after moving to Tallahassee in 
2007. He has always considered the 
idea, but officially decided to move 
around mid- April due to his wife re-
ceiving a new job opportunity. 

“I am looking forward to the out-
door lifestyle that I have missed so 
much,” Van Oss said. “It’s bittersweet 
leaving something so good, but I want 
my life to have chapters.” 

Next year, he will continue to teach 
Spanish and will also teach English to 
non-native speakers at Summit High 
School in Frisco, Colorado. 

Van Oss started the tradition of 
summer language immersion trips at 
Leon, and has already established a 
Costa Rica trip at his new school.  

“After traveling to Costa Rica 
with Van Oss, I have become more 
fluent in Spanish and consider Van 
Oss not only a teacher, but a friend,” 
junior Timmy Holt said. 

Last year, Van Oss was voted “fa-
vorite teacher” by the student body.

“I was super honored when I was 
voted favorite teacher,” Van Oss said. 
“It was such an honor because it came 
from the people that matter most: the 
students.”

Van Oss is also known around 
Leon for his musical abilities. He 
started the band Stranger Still in 2008 
with his brother Bree Van Oss and 

friends. Their album was featured on 
iTunes, and they perform frequently 
around Tallahassee. 

“There is always a very strong 
Leon crowd at our performances,” 
Van Oss said.  “I am so grateful for 
that. We’ve had some really fun 
nights.”

Van Oss’s band will still remain, 
but will be unable to play live per-
formances. They still plan on making 
music, and are currently working on 
another album. 

“Making music, for me, is more 
than just a hobby that I pour a lot 
of love into,” Van Oss said. “It’s all 

about the interpersonal relationships. 
I am going to miss playing with my 
brother tremendously.”

 Van Oss also sponsored El Cid, a 
monthly club devoted to recognizing 
Spanish culture. 

“We are all going to miss [Van 
Oss],” current El Cid president Wil-
liam Smith said. “Leon will be lucky 
to find someone with half of his ener-
gy to carry on the El Cid tradition.”

Van Oss is known for his enthu-
siasm both in and out of the class-
room. 

He teaches his curriculum in 
unique ways that have an impact on 
the students. 

 “He is the best Spanish teacher I 
have ever had,” junior Kelsey Carlton 
said.

“He teaches the material in such 
a creative way which makes it more 
appealing to the students.”

Not only will his students miss 
Van Oss, but so will his colleagues. 

“It is very clear after the six years 
that I have known him that he cares 
very much that not only all of his stu-
dents are successful, but that they en-
joy coming to school,” biology teach-
er Matthew Guyton said.

“He is so clearly loved by his stu-
dents, and everyone, including me, 
will be very sad when he is gone.”  

Even though Van Oss is looking 
ahead, he will always remember his 
days at Leon.

“Just being a part of such a spir-
ited school is incredible,” Van Oss 
said. “I will always remember Leon 
High School.”

Van Oss looking forward to new experience in Colorado  

Oakley Van Oss’  band, Stranger Still, performs at an Earth Day celebration at 
Lychgate Park .

Courtesy of Oakley Van Oss

Courtesy of Oakley Van Oss

To my fellow seniors: we’ve 
made it to the end, and I’m so proud 
of every single one of us. High 
school is a tough time for teenagers, 
and we’ve made it through alive. As 
we head into our adult lives, we must 
not forget our solid foundation here 
at Leon. Although we are no longer 
in high school, we forever are Leon 
Lions at heart. May we all set the ex-
ample of pride, tradition, and excel-
lence that Leon has instilled in us as 
we face our futures. I wish you all 
the best of luck, and I look forward 
to seeing everyone at the 10-year re-
union. Don’t forget, put some pep in 
your step, and have a fantastic life.                    

  
Sincerely,
Pepper Jewel Baker
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 What I have come to know 
and love at the “Grand ‘Ole High 
School” is coming to an end.

The very first time I walked in 
the front doors of the main lobby, I 
turned around to my mom and said, 
“This is where I am supposed to 
be.”

Over the years, I got involved.
I played on the flag football team 

and the golf team, and became the 
president of Fellowship of Chris-
tian Athletes (FCA).

Competitive seasons came and 
went, and FCA was held only on 
Mondays, but there was one thing 
that stood the test of time.

From my terrified first day of 
freshman year, to my tearful last 
day of senior year, Coach Kevin 
Record’s Journalism and Newspa-
per class has always been there.

It is very rare for a student to 
have the same teacher all four years 
of high school.

Coach Record is unlike any oth-
er teacher I have ever had.

His love for teaching journal-
ism and coaching tennis weaves 
together to create one passionate 
educator.

He is a coach and he will coach 
you to do the best you can do.

“Hungry dog hunts the best.” 
“You can’t be great if you are late.” 

Those sayings will stick with 
me for the rest of my life. 

Myself and the three other se-
niors in the 2012-13, fifth-period 
Newspaper class have been togeth-
er since the very beginning of fresh-
man year.

Thank you Dominic Levings, 
Autumn Wable and Caroline Walk-
er for always knowing how to help 
with story ideas, coping with coach’s 
“tennis season” moods and working 
the awful InDesign program.

It has been great to step back 
and see who we’ve all become since 
the Journalism 1 “Class From Hell” 
days.

I wish nothing but the best for 
you three and I am excited to see 
where life takes us.

Everyone knows Leon is one 
big family.

The Leon High Life staff has 
become family to me.

My high school career would 
not have been the same if I did not 
get to write for The Leon High Life 
every month.

Each story, issue and classmate 
hold a special place in my heart and 
all I can say in return is,

 “Thank you.”

Leaving behind 
the Leon High 
Life The Class of 2013 has been the building block of  Leon athletics the past four years. Each 

athlete donned red and white with pride. These five athletes stayed committed to their 
sport and are now rewarded with the chance to compete at the collegiate level. 

Athletes head to next level
    Senior Edition ‘13

Pepper Baker (volleyball)
University of Massachusetts
Career highlight: winning 
the 2011 6A state champion-
ship, when she led the team in 
kills.

Tanner Chancy (football)
Webber Int’l. University (FL)
Career highlight: scoring 
the only touchdown against 
Godby High School his senior 
season, and making three pan-
cake blocks. 

Jessica Beyer (soccer)
University of West Georgia
Career highlight: bonding 
with her teammates on and off 
the field, and creating memo-
ries that she will never forget.

Tucker Norton (baseball)
Elon University (NC)
Career highlight: hitting a 
home run against Chiles High 
School, Leon’s biggest base-
ball rival, during the last game 
against Chiles.

Doug Waddell (football)
Wingate University (NC)
Career highlight: receiving 
the Offensive Lineman of the 
Year Award for his senior year 
performance. (*received the 
Bernard Miller Scholarship)

Top performers earn scholarships

Savannah Watson
High Life Sports Editor

William Smith (baseball)
Childers-Everett Scholarship
Florida State University
Career highlight: throwing a no-
hitter against Florida High School 
over spring break. 

Aaron Thomas (wrestling)
Bernard Miller Scholarship
Marion Military Institute (AL)
Career highlight: beating the num-
ber one seed in his weight class at 
the Billy Saylor tournament.

The two athletes below chose not to pursue their respective sports in college, but were 
rewarded for their outstanding performance this past year with scholarships.
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The following open letters 
commemorate longtime English 
teacher Steven Obrecht, who 
passed away on April 24, 2013 
after 28 years at Leon.

Familiar faces bid farewellTribute to the late 
Steven Obrecht

Durham’s extreme makeover
Ellen-Claire Newell & Courtney Young
High Life Features Editors

Drama teacher Rod Durham is finally getting a 
golden opportunity to lose two things: a bunch of 
weight and a dreaded label.

“These two boys walked past my classroom and 
one asked the other, ‘Have you thought about tak-
ing drama?’” Durham said. “Then the other said, 
‘You mean the class that fat guy teaches?’ That one 
stuck with me.”

 Durham will be participating in the television 
show Extreme Makeover: Weight Loss Edition this 
upcoming year.

During his interview in Atlanta, the producer 
asked him if he’s prepared for his parents to bury 
him.

“I started crying,” Durham said.
Dance instructor Millie Seckel has known Dur-

ham for 10 years. She also co-sponsors the Thespi-
ans Club with Durham.

“Rod is a great man,” Seckel said. “And his 
weight has been an issue for him.

“By him doing this, it will enable him to teach 
his students the way he wants to in the theatre 
field.”

The show will begin taping in June and will fin-
ish next April. Durham will be filmed in Tallahas-
see during the 10-month period.

The live season finale will be filmed out of 
town.

If Durham loses enough weight, he could earn 

the grand prize of $50,000.
There is not a pre-determined number of win-

ners for the show.
“There could be only one winner or all ten could 

win the prize,” Durham said.
Durham found out about the auditions when he 

was checking his e-mail on yahoo.
“There was something that day, which was a 

Thursday, that made me want to click it,” Durham 
said. 

Because of this opportunity, Durham is more 
motivated than ever to lose his weight.

“I’ve been a big guy for a long time now,” 
Durham said. “Maybe longer than I have been not 
big.”

Rod Durham working out at Gold’s Gym a week 
after his Extreme Makeover interview.

Mindy Fulton 
English teacher

Mr. Obrecht was my AP Literature teacher 
during my senior year at Leon. Like all students 
who had the privilege of learning from him, I en-
joyed his relentless wit, encyclopedic knowledge, 
and steadfast encouragement. I always knew that 
I wanted to study English, but Mr. Obrecht re-
ally showed me why. We studied James Joyce’s 
A Portrait of the Artist as a Young Man that year, 
and it was from Mr. Obrecht’s insightful illumi-
nation of that novel that I realized how in flux our 
lives are and how important it is to foster positive 
change in ourselves and in the world. I majored 
in English at UF and am now working toward 
a PhD in English at Stony Brook University in 
New York. 

Every time a student of mine writes about 
literature in the past tense in a paper, I circle it 
and write Mr. Obrecht’s famous quip: “Litera-
ture is timeless. Write about it accordingly.” Mr. 
Obrecht was beloved by all of his students--I 
am no exception--and he profoundly influenced 
countless others through his passion for litera-
ture and living. Though we all mourn his passing 
from this earth, his spirit is still very present in 
all of our hearts, and I’ll always think about him 
accordingly.

Name: Sylvia Crews
Subject: Spanish
First year at Leon: 2007
Fondest Leon memory: “When the newspaper 
announced that I was the Student Choice teacher 
of the year in 2011.”

Name: Colonel Richard Stanford
Subject: JROTC
First year at Leon: 2009
Fondest Leon memory: “Seeing kids come into 
this class as freshmen and watching them leave as 
seniors ready to tackle the world.”

Name: Karen Watson
Subject: Culinary Arts
First year at Leon: 1987
Fondest Leon memory: “When [former princi-
pal] Margo Hall walked into my room with bal-
loons and announced I was teacher of the year in 
2005.”

Few teachers have the impact on their stu-
dents that Mr. Obrecht had.  I know this because 
I had the pleasure of teaching next door to him 
on the third floor for nearly 17 years.  Each 
day—every period—he greeted his students at 
the door.  Inside that classroom he challenged 
his students to think critically and analyze thor-
oughly, all the while making them laugh.  Many 
have said Mr. Obrecht missed his calling as a 
standup comedian.  I think the 40+ years he spent 
in the classroom was exactly where he needed 
to be.  Who else could keep students laughing 
while reading James Joyce’s A Portrait Of The 
Artist as a Young Man.  His love of literature was 
contagious, and his enthusiasm and dry wit were 
as engaging as they were entertaining.  Mr. O. 
had a way of letting the students know he cared 
about them and loved what he was doing, but not 
through words alone.  Through actions.  

Mr. Obrecht’s favorite author—and he had 
many—was William Shakespeare.  “Big Willy 
Shakes” we would jokingly call him.  When I 
think of Mr. O. and the thousands of students 
he taught and inspired over the course of his ca-
reer, I am reminded of what Ben Jonson said of 
his good friend Shakespeare:  “He was not of 
an age, but for all time.”  How fitting that such 
words should describe Mr. O. too.

Julia Clarke
Former student, Class of 2006

Name: Timothy Henry
Subject: Student Affairs; Hall Monitor 
First year at Leon: 2008
Fondest Leon memory: “Interacting with all of 
the different students.”
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Newsome plans for career in the Marines

Sarah Schrader-Nahoom
High Life Editor and Writer 

Senior Avery Smith, who won Leon County School’s Volunteer of the Year, reads to 
children at a book drive in Altamont Springs.  

John Ike Smith-Schoenwalder
High Life Sports Writer

CAPTION CAPTION CAPTION CAPTION CAPTION CAPTION CAPTION 

Some students find that reaching 
the required 100 volunteer service 
hours for the Bright Futures Schol-
arship is difficult. But Avery Smith 
believes just the opposite. 

The senior was named Leon 
County School’s Volunteer of the 
Year for earning over 900 hours 
throughout his high school career.

Smith was the only person from 
Leon High School to get nominated. 
His application was sent to the coun-
ty where it was judged and he made 
it through the final rounds and was 
eventually chosen as the winner for 
Leon County Schools. Unfortunate-
ly, Smith will be missing the award 
ceremony due to a school steel drum 
competition in Virginia. 

A bulk of his volunteer work 
revolved around Key Club, Boy 
Scouts and his church, Trinity 
United Methodist.

Smith was President of Leon’s 
Key Club his junior year. This year 
he served as Lieutenant Governor of 
Florida’s Key Club. As Lieutenant, 
he supervised 11 schools, served on 
the Tallahassee district board and 
also served on the election commit-
tee board which supervises elections 
in the Tallahassee area. 

He and close friend, Key Club 
Governor Sam Kerce, have worked 

side by side during Key Club events.
“He served in his position as 

Lieutenant Governor not only as a 
servant leader but a role model to his 
peers,” Kerce said. 

Along with his diplomatic du-
ties in Key Club, Smith also does a 
lot of administrative work. He spent 
a large amount of time working 
with the Eliminate Project, a charity 
that aims to eliminate maternal and 
neonatal tetanus by raising money to 
provide immunizations for women 
and children in third world countries. 

He and others helped organize 
this event and together they raised 
$1,500 last year. That money pro-
vided 833 vaccines for mothers and 
their babies. 

He is also an Eagle Scout, which 
is the highest rank in the Boy Scouts. 
Smith has been in Boy Scouts for 
six years and he became the leader 
of his troop when he was 14. He 
was active on the council level and 
worked with scouting honor societ-
ies. He was also a counselor at the 
Boy Scout camp. 

He participated in the national 
jamboree in Richmond, Virginia 
and he also served on the leadership 
council of the United States con-
tingent with Sweden for the world 
jamboree. 

In addition, Smith was one of 
the privileged candidates to receive 
the Hornaday Conservation Award. 
Only a select thousand people in the 

country have this award.  
 “I like to do things to the fullest 

extent,” Smith said. “It’s something 
I fell in love with. I do as much as 
I can and I enjoy having leadership 
roles. It’s given me the opportunity 
to develop as a leader.”   

Smith also thanked his parents 
for influencing him.

“Volunteering is always some-
thing I like to do,” Smith said. 

Along with his service work, 
Smith has an outstanding academic 
record. He has taken 13 advanced 
placement classes throughout high 
school and has made straight A’s, 
with the exception of two B’s. 

The senior looks forward to be-
coming a Gator at the University of 
Florida this Fall. 

“I’m super happy and really ex-
cited,” Smith said.  

Smith is still unsure about his 
major and would like to go into the 
exploratory program.

“I want to do something that 
might serve as a segue into politics,” 
Smith said. 

As for his Leon experience, 
graduation has definitely sunk in for 
Smith. 

“I had a really good time,” Smith 
said. “I met a lot of nice people, 
made a lot of good friends and I 
was able to do a lot of cool stuff. I 
enjoyed Leon and I’m proud to be a 
Lion.”

Senior awarded for outstanding service

Senior Michael Newsome holds 
the unique trait of completing four 
years of high school in the Reserve 
Officer Training Corps, which was 
introduced at Leon in 1991.

ROTC is a college-based pro-
gram that trains students for all 
branches of the military. 

“I wanted to be part of something 
small, something special,” Newsome 
said.

Newsome will attend boot 
camp in June and graduate from the 
program in September. Afterwards, 
Newsome hopes to work in Ger-
many.

“I want to work in an embassy 
somewhere across the world,” News-
ome said.

When Newsome becomes a 
Marine, he will be ranked ahead of 
the majority of other new Marines 
because of his completion of four 
years of ROTC.

Currently, Newsome is ranked as 
a Major, meaning he is second-in-
command in ROTC.

Newsome’s grandfather, Ed Mc-
Coy, graduated from Leon in 1952.  
      McCoy and his six brothers were 
all Marines. 

“I’ve lived with him most of my 
life, so he’s definitely influenced me 
into going into the military,” News-
ome said. “He’s taught me every-
thing I know.” 

Because of ROTC, Newsome be-
came more motivated to give back to 
the community. Since his freshman 
year, Newsome has earned several 
hundred community service hours.

 “I want to give back to every-
one,” Newsome said.

Newsome gained a majority 
of  the hours through volunteering 
at Florida State University football 
games and serving food to homeless 
people with his church, Freedom 
Church First Assembly.

One of Newsome’s aspirations 
in life is to reach the rank of Ser-
geant Major of the Marine Corps. 
If achieved, he would be second-
in-command of the entire Marine 
Corps. 

“If I become an officer, I would 
like to go into infantry after college,” 

Newsome said. 
His Marine instructor has high 

hopes for him as well. 
“Michael has been in ROTC for 

four years and he has been one of 
the better cadets I have had in the 
program,” Richard Stanford said.

 “He always gives his best to 
whatever task is given to him.

“He is also very respectful and 

conscious of the example he sets for 
other cadets.  

“Michael has grown in confi-
dence and leadership each year and 
has served on the MCJROTC bat-
talion staff this past year, filling one 
of the highest positions a cadet can 
achieve. 

“It has truly been a pleasure hav-
ing him in the program.”

photo courtesy of Michael Newsome
Senior Michael Newsome marching with ROTC in the Veterans Day Parade. 

photo courtesy of Avery Smith 


