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Pierian inducts new members for 2013-2014
Leon’s National Honor 
Society inducted 54 
new members that 
met its high academic 
standards. The new 
inductees are:

Class of 2015
Brennan Abramowitz
Lindsi Allman
Muireall Brown
Amelia Carroll
Rebecca Clendinen 

Emily Dempsey
Sean Deyo
Mary Dixon
Jorge Garrigo
Jacob Goldstein-Greenwood
Sarah Hallenstein
Amber Hannah
Aren Hendrickson
Margaret Johnson
Taylor Johnson 
Rachel Joyner
Jeanne Martin

Emma McCoy
Bibiana Nunez
Austin Peppers
Paola Rodriguez
Rachel Scarboro
Bennett Sipple
Reed Smith
Christian Strickland
John Towey
Ellen Wilhite
Christian Wong

Class of 2014
April Bradley
Andrew Bryant
Spencer Cason
Andrew Fenton
Nathan Grabowski
Melody Green
Lily Henkel
Emily Hoofnagle
Eric Huang
Courtney Johnson
Mina Kaji

Joseph Landers
Joeli McKee
Savannah Mills
Elizabeth Neal
Anakarin Smith
Kaitlyn Tabb
Sable Thompson
Cierra Whitlock

Class of 2013
Jessica Coogan
Cody Johansen

Kathleen Kennedy
Marcus Mascagni
Vance McGhee
Phillip Mendez
Henry Merryday

The induction took 
place on Feb.28 and 
the scholars were 
noted for their charac-
ter, service, leadership 
and scholarship.

Principal Billy Epting 
and the Leon Student 
Government Association 
are working hard to plan 
and organize Springfest for 
Leon as a reward for being 
an “A” school for the 2011-
12 school year. The festival 
will be held on Friday, April 
12.

In previous years, many 
students enjoyed Winterfest 
at Leon. But, the event was 
cancelled when Leon’s grade 
dropped below an A in the 
2008-09 school year.

Winterfest included a 
Battle of the Bands contest, 
basketball and football 
tournaments and plenty of 
food. 

It was a coordinated effort 
between SGA, the Parent 
Teacher Organization, Leon 
administration and community sponsors. 

“It was fun. We did it for a number of years,” 
said SGA sponsor Joshua Stewart. 

“[I wanted] to find a date in the spring where it 
won’t be something we just throw together, and it 
doesn’t exclude a large group of people, then we’ll 
have it this spring,”  Epting said of the decision to 
have the festival in April.

When Leon dropped to a “B” school after 2009 
and then to a “C” school in 2010, the Inter-Club 

Council and SGA decided not to throw a celebration 
no matter what grade was received.

“You’ve got to step up,” Stewart said. 
In the 2011-12 school year, Leon was once 

again awarded an A, which is why a Springfest is 
now being planned. 

ICC president Allison Bowden and Spirit 
committee head Mia Arnold are planning the 
event. 

“It’s going to be during the day, so everyone can 

participate,” Bowden 
said.

Springfest will be 
held afterschool on the 
athletic fields from 2 to 
4 p.m.

“I’m very excited,” 
Arnold said. “We’re 
hoping we can get it to be 
a big deal. Our goal is to 
attract as many students 
as possible because it’s 
a reward for getting an 
A.” 

Leon clubs are 
currently signing up 
to sponsor different 
carnival-style booths. 

The booths will 
include food, candy 
and games  such as 
potato sack races, bean 
bag tosses and scooter 
racing.

Bouncy houses, face 
painting and Big Easy 
Snowballs will also be 

offered. 
“It’s something that we can do that’s not going 

to break the bank and isn’t going to take too much 
time out of classes,” Stewart said. 

The funding for the event will be based on the 
number of clubs that volunteer to have booths.

In an e-mail send out on March 12, Bowden 
urged all clubs to participate.

“We want this event to be a fun reward for the 
hard work of all of the students,” Bowden said.

Artwork courtesy of Stevenson Johnson 

Senior Alberto 
Ayala gets 
motivated by
family trauma
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Driving lives up to anticipation

Dear Editor, 

Sure, no kid likes home-
work, but is there not a point 
when even teachers can agree 
we have too much? Students 
are involved in so many things 
- extracurricular activities, 
intense sports teams, and even 
jobs in some cases. I under-
stand the necessity of home-
work as a method of practice 
(although I wish we didn’t 
have any at all), but lately it 
seems all the teachers are load-
ing on the homework and the 
pressure. The more homework 
I have, the less effort I put into 
it because I just want to get it 
done. And what happened to 
having free time to just relax? 

Sincerely, 

Mary Lynne Steinmeyer

     Dear Editor, 

     A particular thing I find an 
issue at Leon are the substi-
tutes. The majority of them 
are rather a pathetic book. 
There have been a number of 
instances within my classes 
where the substitute failed to 
even acknowledge any plans 
left behind by the teacher. I 
feel there should be better care 
taken in hiring these substi-
tutes and concerns against 
them should be accounted 
for. The lack of responsibil-
ity many of these people hold 
only results in more work and 
trouble for the students the fol-
lowing days. 

 Sincerely, 

 Gege Niekus 

Driving is something I always 
looked forward to, going wherever 
and whenever I wanted. 

To all parents out there, start your 
kids out earlier rather than later. 

I learned to drive from my dad in 
middle school, down a dirt road in the 
middle of nowhere, which is the best 
place to learn.

Nothing to hit.
No one to hit.
An no red lights to stop at. 
This is the best way to be introduced 

to the world of driving, without being 
overwhelmed. The problem with 
student drivers nowadays is they’re 
too excited to drive on the road and 
they have never driven before. 

Plus, driving is definitely not 
something you can learn from a 
textbook. Just because you can 
memorize the Driver’s Handbook  
it certainly does not make you an 
excellent driver. 

Driving takes focus, patience and 
understanding. 

It takes focus because your eyes 
need to be on the road at all times. 
However, I am guilty of indulging and 
using my electronics while behind the 
wheel. 

I have had too many close calls 
on a weekly basis and I have been 
straining to use my phone while in 
motion. Leave your phone on your 
passenger seat and jam out to the 
radio. A Snapchat is not worth almost 
totaling your car.

A lack of patience is another factor 
in causing accidents. We are late to go 
somewhere and speed while weaving 
in and out of traffic, then we wind up 
rear-ending someone. I have never 
rear-ended someone, thank goodness, 
but rushing will not make you more 
on time. 

A ticket for going six to nine 
miles per hour over the speed limit 
in Florida, without going to traffic 
school, is $80.50 and $76 if you 
attend traffic school. If you are 10 
to 14 miles over the speed limit, the 
respective fines jump to $155.50  and 
$137.50. And, obviously, it only goes 

up from there. 
In addition to a hefty fine, you will 

receive points on your license which,  
after too many fines, can result in you 
losing your license. Then your car 
insurance bill will rise every month 
because you are considered a hazard 
to other drivers. Getting a speeding 
ticket is never good, so it really pays 
to leave early enough so you do not 
feel rushed. 

Knock on wood, I have never 
received a ticket, but every time I 
think I am going to be a NASCAR 
driver a cop pops out of nowhere and 
scares me into remembering I am a 
17-year-old who drives an Xterra. 

The one thing you do not want to 
do when you see a law enforcement 
officer though is to slam on your 
brakes. Just by looking at your tire 
rotation, a cop can tell when you just  
tapped your brakes. 

I see it all the time on Thomasville 
Road. Here I am driving 52 MPH 
in a 45 MPH zone and people are 
slamming on their brakes. Are these 
people trying to cause an accident? It 
obviously draws more attention to an 
officer when you do this. Just let your 
foot off the gas, so it naturally slows 
the car down as opposed to a more 
sudden stop. 

Coming from the girl who has 
not received a ticket and who has not 
gotten into an actual accident, I know 
what I am talking about. 

Understanding what is going 
on around you is probably the most 
important factor though.

It’s really all a matter of 
understanding your surroundings, 
your car and your passengers. 

Yes, your eyes should always be 
on the road, but they should also be 
looking for what is going on behind 
you and on the sides of you. This will 
come in handy when switching lanes, 
especially on the interstate. 

Driving on the interstate is more 
entertaining to me because it lets me 
imagine myself as Danica Patrick. It 
is always courteous to have slower 
drivers in the right lane and the speed 
demons in the left lane. 

Well, here I was, driving a rental 
car, which I should not have been 
doing. Anyway, I was in the right 
lane, going the speed limit, 70. I was 
coming up on a truck with a trailer 
that was going a lot slower than what 
I judged and there was no time to 
merge into the next lane. 

So, I made a rookie mistake, sped 
up and just barely inched ahead of 
the car in the next lane to avoid the 
truck. I sighed with relief as my dad 
was asleep in the passenger seat. I 
avoided the lecture and having to pay 
for a $50,000 rental car. 

I know it gets old to be nagged 
about your driving from adults but 
take it from one of your classmates, 
always make wise decisions when 
driving.

There is no shame in taking as 
much time as you need to get your 
license or simply admitting you are 
not comfortable driving alone. 

Just grab your dad, like I did. 

Photo courtesy of Detroit Free Press 

Autumn Wable 
High Life Editorial Editor



‘Harlem Shake’ to make debut at Leon
Interact club hosts unique fundraiser to raise money for local foreign aid group

Students have many scholarship opportunities
Tess Johnson
High Life News Editor
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A snapshot from a Harlem Shake video. As the Harlem Shake fad progressed, 
elaborate costumes and outrageous dance moves became more common.

Several scholarships, such as the Samuel “Brooks” Rogers scholarship and the Jim 
Nettles Award shown above, have dedicated plaques located throughout Leon.

Each year, students are granted 
the rare opportunity to win thousands 
of dollars through scholarships to 
help pay for college. However, many 
students let this good fortune pass 
them by. 

Students have the ability to 
apply for national scholarships, 
scholarships from universities or for 
scholarships from local businesses. 
At the beginning of every academic 
year, seniors are given a booklet 
detailing the graduation process and 
the myriad of scholarships available 
within the Tallahassee area. Leon 
seniors most typically apply for the 
Florida Bright Futures scholarship, 
but neglect to take advantage of many 
of the other local scholarships. 

“A student can have as many 
scholarships as they want in 
conjunction with one another,” 
guidance counselor Kathy Heinz said. 
“It doesn’t just have to stop at earning 
Bright Futures.” 

Typically, a larger sum of 
scholarship money comes from 
students’ respective colleges, but 
many scholarships on the local 
level can bring in a few hundred or 
even a few thousand dollars. Some 
scholarships, such as the Best and 
Brightest Scholarship, require the 

student to be nominated, while others 
require a letter of recommendation. 
The scholarships that are usually 
overlooked are those that request a 
short essay upon application. 

“Applying for scholarships does 
require some time end effort,” Heinz 
said. “But the reward is worth it.”  

Scholarships can be given 
for community service work, 
academic achievement, specific 
hobbies and interests or for medical 
reasons. Applying for more specific 
scholarships can decrease the pool of 

applicants, giving the student a better 
shot at winning. 

“It is a lot harder applying for 
scholarships that you have no interest 
in,” curriculum secretary Paige 
Twyman said. “Pick a scholarship 
with a subject you are particularly 
familiar with.” 

Since every scholarship is 
different, they all have varying 
deadlines. Most have deadlines set for 
the end of the first semester, but there 
are several that are due in the second 
semester. Juniors are advised to begin 

researching different scholarships 
the summer before their senior year 
in order to have ample time to get 
recommendations and write essays. 

“The best thing for a student to 
do is research scholarships for 15 
minutes a day,” Heinz said. “Most 
importantly, though, students just 
need to start the process.”

An easy place to begin the 
scholarship hunt is online. Such 
search engines as www.scholarships.
com and www.findtuition.com are 
common websites that detail the 
different scholarships all over the 
country. Additionally, students can 
also check the area around their 
projected college to see if any local 
scholarships are available.

Last year, Chris Fiore was 
awarded a full-tuition merit 
scholarship to the Macaulay Honors 
College in Manhattan, New York. 
The scholarship required two essays 
and letters of recommendation. 

“You have to start somewhere,” 
Fiore said. “It’s just lucky that 
everyone starts at the same place.” 

Important things for juniors 
to remember while beginning the 
scholarship application process are: 
to keep copies of everything, ask 
for a recommendation four weeks 
in advance and see their guidance 
counselor for assistance.  

Anyone who has been on the 
internet recently has seen a Harlem 
Shake video. This viral video 
sensation has been sweeping the 
nation for weeks now, and sometime 
after Spring Break, Leon will be 
making its own Harlem Shake video 
to add to the masses.

“It was a spur of the moment 
thing [putting together the video],” 
said Senior Holton Graham, who is in 
charge of putting the event together. 
“I know there was a Harlem Shake 
craze going on and I figured a lot of 
people would like to take part in a 
Leon one.” 

Leon’s male service society, 
Interact, is sponsoring the video. 
They will be partnering with the local 
Rotary International Club chapter. All 
of the money raised from the video 
will go to a group at Florida State 
University. This group is using the 
money to raise awareness and fund 
measles and rubella shots that will be 
given to children in Africa.

“For every dollar that we raise the 

Rotary club is going to match it for the 
group at FSU,” said Interact sponsor, 
Robert Read.

To be a part of the video Leon 
students must pay $1. The money 
may be brought to the front office 
or to Read’s room, room 210 in the 
main building. The person who pays 

the most money will be the featured 
dancer at the beginning of the video. 
Read and the Interact Club hope to 
let this person wear the Leo the Lion 
suit.

So far nearly 100 students have 
signed up to be a part of the Harlem 
Shake video. But, Interact hopes to 

get at least 500 students to participate 
before the event. They really hope to 
get the underclassmen more involved 
by issuing more announcements and 
putting up more signs.

“We are really hoping to have 
a good turnout for the video,” said 
senior Interact Secretary William 
Wright. “The money is going towards 
a good cause that I am glad we are 
supporting.”

The Harlem Shake video will 
take place on the Leon football field 
during lunch.

“[The video] kind of fell into place 
and hopefully it will be something 
that everyone just wants to be a part 
of,” Read said.

Coming up with such an interesting 
fund raising idea was easy for Leon’s 
Interact club.

“Some of the guys who are in the 
club had been doing [Harlem Shake 
video’s] through their team sports and 
had put together some other videos.” 
Read said. “It was something that was 
fresh and we were trying to come up 
with some ideas and before you knew 
it was the easiest way to do it.” 
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New Drivers Must Learn Safe Habits

Helpful hints to remember on the road

Distractions and speeding 
pose problems for teens

56%
of teens use their cell 
phones to make or 
receive calls while 
driving

55%
of teens exceed the 
speed limit by 10 mph 
while driving

43% 
of high school juniors 
admit to emailing or 
texting while driving 

Fifth-year driver education teacher Riley Bell provides tips
Check your mirrors and •	
blindspots before pull-
ing into parking spaces.

Bell: “A lot of times, people like 
to pass you if you are turning 
into a parking space. So before 
you turn into a parking space,  
check your mirror, check your 
blind spot and then pull into 
the space.”

67%
of  teens said they have 
felt unsafe while riding 
with another teen

 Avoid using a cellphone, •	
changing radio stations 
and allowing passengers 
to distract you. 

Bell: “Those three things are the 
biggest problems and the big-
gest distractions for teen driv-
ers.”

Use your lights when •	
driving at night or dur-
ing rainy weather. 

Pay attention to road •	
conditions.

Bell: “Anytime the roads are 
wet, it will cause you to lose 
traction on the road. A few 
other factors that cause you to 
lose traction with the road are 
having bald tires, or driving on 
a road with loose gravel, like a 
dirt road.”

Use caution when driv-•	
ing in populated areas

Bell: “I always say the slower 
you are going, the more control  
you have of your vehicle.”

Adjust the mirrors and •	
seat before driving.

Bell: “In [driver’s education] 
before we can put the car into 
drive, there is a checklist we go 
through. The first thing we do is 
adjust our seat to  make sure we 
are a safe distance away from 
the steering wheel. 

44%
 of teens say they are 
better drivers without 
other passengers in 

the car
Statistics provided by Allstate Insurance and Allstate 
Foundation.

Bell: “The law says you have to 
have your headlights on be-
tween the hours of sunset and 
sunrise.”
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New Drivers Must Learn Safe Habits

Drivers reminisce about past experience

“Everybody makes mistakes,” 
Coach Riley Bell said. 

“When I was 16 years old, I got 
into an accident after an FSU foot-
ball game. I was with my buddies, I 
was on my cell phone, and I was lis-
tening to music. Those are the three 
most common distractions, and I 
was doing all of them.

“I learned from that mistake. Ev-
erybody is going to make a mistake, 
so hopefully we’ll all learn from our 
mistakes. That’s the goal.” 

“It was my first time going off 
campus, and I was driving out of 
Zaxby’s,” junior Meg Walker said. 

“When I came out, I turned left 
and my drink spilled. I bent down to 
pick it up, and when I looked back 
up, there was a car, and we had a 
head-on collision.

“I had an exchange student in 
the car, but he didn’t get hurt. It was 
a dumb mistake. If I kept my eyes 
on the road, it wouldn’t have hap-
pened.” 

“My father taught my mother 
how to drive in a cemetery,” Eileen 
Schaap said. “She was an adult and 
had never learned to drive before, 
because she grew up in New York 
City. When it was my turn to learn 
how to drive, he thought it would 
be a good idea, because nobody can 
get hurt, and cemeteries still have 
stop signs and you can still practice 
3-point turns. It became kind of a 
joke. If dad taught you how to drive, 
you went to the cemetery.”

Learning to drive can be hard
Leon teachers share stories of early driving years

Learning to drive can be 
difficult, as both students 
and faculty know. Many 
freshman and sophomore 
students are currently 
facing these difficulties, 
driving with permits but 
biding their time until 
they are eligible for their 
licenses. 

What these students 
don’t realize, however, is 
that their own teachers and 
faculty have also had their 
fair share of accidents and mishaps 
behind the wheel.

A Leon teacher, who wished 
to remain anonymous, shared her 
story. She once hit a Frito-Lay 
truck at a stop light. Assuming the 
truck had continued through the 
light, she looked over her shoulder 
to cross into the turn lane. 

“I drove into the edge of the 
Frito-Lay truck, and it had this steel 
rod coming down,” the anonymous 
teacher said. “And it bent the 
frame, and it got caught, so when 

Brooke Harrison
High Life Features Editor

the light did change, he didn’t even 
know I had hit him. There was no 
impact. He starts going, and my car 
is still attached. I never, ever lived 
that down.”

Shortly after her encounter with 
the Frito-Lay truck, the teacher hit 
her father’s van while backing out 
of her driveway.

This is how the teacher came to 
be known as “Crashley.” 

“My middle name is Ashley, so 
they called me ‘Crashley,’ because 
I hit a Frito-Lay truck. But I would 

like the disclaimer that 
I never caused physical 
harm, and I have not 
caused a wreck since I 
was 17 years old.”

Math teacher Jason 
Vogt also remembered his 
early driving years. After 
receiving his permit, his 
grandfather took him in 
the car and taught him 
how to drive. 

They drove to 
the movies together, 
and upon exiting his 
grandfather tossed him 
the keys and asked him 

to drive home.
Fifteen minutes later, Vogt 

realized his grandfather had fallen 
asleep in the passenger seat. He 
decided to let his grandfather rest 
and continued home. 

“I’m coming around one of 
those blind turns, and a herd of deer 
literally jump on to the road out of 
nowhere, causing me to slam on 
the brakes, sending my grandfather 
into hysteria,” Vogt said. “And of 
course by the time he comes to and 
looks around, there are no deer.”

Riley Bell Eileen Schaap Meg Walker

Jason Vogt once had an incident like the one above: 
he almost hit deer right after getting his permit.
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 Vichi adjusts to life in America
Every year, Leon welcomes foreign 

exchange students into its halls via the 
Rotary Exchange Club. Two weeks ago, 
junior Alberto Vichi arrived, bringing with 
him his Italian influence and culture to add 
to Leon’s diversity. 

Vichi came to Leon with a strong 
English language background. He began 
learning the language at the age of six, and 
bettered his English from his time spent in 
Wakulla, Florida. 

When Vichi first came to the United 
States from his hometown of Pesaro, Italy, 
he lived in Wakulla. He had high hopes for 
an exciting American experience, however 
,he found himself under the care of an 86 
year-old woman.

“It was kind of boring,” Vichi said. 
“I’m not a person to be disrespectful or 
disgraceful, but some people have a certain 
style of living that simply doesn’t match 
with an exchange student’s experience.”

In Wakulla, Vichi wasn’t allowed to 
drive because he is an exchange student. 

“In Wakulla, everything is far out and 
you’re not connected to anything,” Vichi 
said. 

Upon his move to Leon, Vichi not only felt 
more connected, but has been able to meet more 
people and create the American experience with 

peers of his own age. 
“Alberto is a really cool guy,” junior Amber 

Steward said. “I’m glad I call him a friend along 

with the rest of Leon.”
Although Vichi’s home life was not 

as exciting as he would have hoped, he 
flourished at the local high school.

 “At school I had fun,” Vichi said. “I 
played soccer and varsity tennis. It was 
a good experience and I got really into 
drama.”

In Italy, Vichi was also active in tennis 
for a long time and was also an actor in a 
company. Vichi carried over this passion 
for the performing arts, and is currently 
an actuve member in Leon’s drama 
department.

“Leon is just like a movie,” Vichi said. 
“[The students] are so lucky.”

Vichi met another foreign exchange 
student, junior Remy van Haver, a few 
months after he moved to America.

“I met Alberto at a Halloween party at 
my house,” van Haver said. “He was the 
only one not dressed up. We became friends 
because we have a lot in common as a 
foreign exchange student.”

Earlier this year, van Haver, Vichi, and a 
few of their friends went to the beach, which 
is where Vichi met Leon junior Kate Milford. 
She was told of his Wakulla experience and 
offered him to live with her.

“It’s been fun because he’s very social and he 
had no problem making friends at Leon,” Milford 
said.

Ellen-Claire Newell
High Life Features Editor

Foreign exchange student Alberto Vichi on the front steps of Leon 
High School. 

Cleary aims for career in performing arts
Senior has 
dedicated his past 
four years at Leon 
to acting and the 
performing arts
Courtney Young
High Life Features Editor

Senior Michael Cleary has been 
involved in musical theatre since he 
was a freshman.

After high school, Cleary plans to 
attend Tallahassee Community Col-
lege with hopes of being accepted 
into the Florida State University act-
ing program later on.

“I know about the statistics and 
how only two-percent who go into 
this profession succeed, but I honest-
ly don’t care,” Cleary said. “It doesn’t 
phase me. I guess I am just optimis-
tic.”

Cleary’s a natural born actor, and 
has been able to develop his skills 
at Leon as the president of Thespian 
Club.

“Growing up, I always felt like 
the spazzy, weird kid,” Cleary said. 
“Now I get to be on stage and be my-

self- that spaz kid.
“I’m not restrained, and I don’t 

have to hide my eccentric personal-
ity.”

Junior Knox Culpepper has 
known Cleary for three years. Both 
are active in the drama department.

“He has such a unique personal-
ity,” Culpepper said. “Anybody who 
sees him on stage is magnetized to 
him. If he wants a future in theatre, I 
can see that happening.”

Cleary has been in a total of sev-
en plays and musicals at Leon, and 
will be appearing in the spring play, 
“Zap.”

“One thing I have learned is to 
never be afraid to feel emotions,” 
Cleary said. 

He auditioned at Florida State 
University for the acting program 
this year. Although he did not get ac-
cepted, he had an interesting experi-
ence.

“I talked to a former Leon stu-
dent, Casey Leach,” Cleary said. “He 
took what I thought about acting and 
flipped it on its head.

“It wasn’t about getting on that 
stage. It was about taking your full 
body and feeling the emotions you 
should be feeling.

“I felt what he was talking about 
after I read my two monologues for 
the audition. He had me crying from 
anger because that was how my char-
acter was supposed to be.”

Drama teacher Rod Durham 
taught Cleary all four years at Leon. 

“The funny thing about Durham 
is, that as a drama teacher, he taught a 
love of the art more than technique,” 
Cleary said. “He taught me apprecia-

Senior Michael Cleary (center) performs in ‘Scenes From a Dance’ as Nelson, the 
school “nerd.”

tion and helped me develop the love 
that I have for acting.”   

Cleary is also involved in three 
singing groups at Leon: Capital Sing-
ers, Madrigals and the Mane Event.
Cleary’s idol is Frank Sinatra. 

“I used to like him because of his 
abilities,” Cleary said. “But when I 
got a CD of his, I realized this guy 
had an understanding of the world, 
which is gorgeous. He has integrity.”

photo courtesy of Rachel Markell

photo courtesy of Michael Cleary
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Seniors receive Biletnikoff scholarship 

Kate Milford
Seniors Elizabeth Bailey and Marcus Mascagni display their scholarship certificate.

Near tragedy gives senior a different view on life

Sarah Schrader-Nahoom 
High Life Sports Editor

Leon High Life

Seniors Marcus Mascagni and 
Elizabeth Bailey have chosen two very 
distinct paths to follow throughout 
their lives. However, both of these 
paths have come with obstacles that 
they were forced to overcome. Due to 
their perseverance and strength, they 
received the Biletnikoff scholarship.

This scholarship recognizes 
students that have overcome barriers 
to achieve at the highest academic 
and extracurricular levels. 

Bailey is the quintessential 
example of someone who has 
flourished despite hardships. When 
Bailey was four, her mother lost 
both her sight and her hearing due 
to meningitis. Bailey recalls endless 
weeks in the hospital and six years 
later, Bailey’s mother passed away. 

Since then, Bailey has been 
involved for eight years with “Dining 
in the Dark,” an event composed of a 
three-course meal eaten in complete 
darkness that raises awareness and 
funds for the blind. This event was 
started by, and eventually dedicated 
to, her mother, Paula Bailey. 

At Leon, Bailey is an exemplary 
student and is heavily involved in 
extracurricular activities. She is a 

member of numerous clubs at Leon 
and is also currently a member of 
Leon’s varsity tennis team. 

“Your team is like your second 
family,” Bailey said. “We all learn to 
work together, and all my teammates 
are very supportive.”

Head tennis coach Kevin Record 
believes in Bailey and is proud of all 
that she has accomplished.

“She’s a great kid,” Record said. 
“It’s really neat when good things 
happen to really good people. The 
more I get familiar with her story, the 
more I want good things to happen to 
her.”

When Bailey found out she had 
received the Biletnikoff scholarship,  
she was ecstatic and happy to be 
acknowledged.

“Everything happens for a reason,” 
Bailey said. “You just have to find 
the good in it, and there is good in 
everything.”

Bailey plans to use the money 
towards earning a degree in 
international business.

Mascagni also faced difficulties 
that he had to overcome, but in a 
different area. Mascagni experienced 
an arm injury while lifeguarding at 
the Trousdale Aquatics Center.

He soon learned he couldn’t swim, 
and went to Tallahassee Orthopedics 
to find that his injury irritated his 
already present tendinitis. 

Due to this, he had to find alternate 
ways to swim, and soon realized that 
he never heard back from multiple 
schools that were previously interested 
in offering him a swim scholarship.

“Marcus is a true athlete,” swim 
coach Art Skelly said. “He figured 
out what the problem was and found 
a way to swim that would not cause 
further injury.”

Despite the setback caused by the 
injury, Mascagni enjoyed his senior 
season.

“I really enjoyed swimming for 
Leon,” Mascagni said. “I’ve always 
enjoyed a challenge and being able to 
show people what I’m made of.”

            

Senior Alberto Ayala, who is number one on 
Leon’s varsity tennis team, has overcome fear with 
confidence. 

Alberto’s father, Dr. Ricardo Ayala, suffered 
and survived an unexpected heart attack on Feb. 
20. Although this scary event startled the Ayala’s, 
life lessons were gained and fear was swept away. 

“It gave me confidence that my dad was able to 
survive through that,” Alberto said. “No matter how 
big the odds are, there’s always still a chance.”

Ricardo and Alberto share a special father-
son bond. Ricardo not only helps Alberto gain 
viewpoints on the court, but in life as well. 

“Alberto definitely gained life experience,” 
Ricardo said. “What should I fear? There’s an 
inspiration on what a wonderful feeling it is to see 
people okay.” 

Alberto will be attending Case Western 
University in Cleveland.

He has been in close contact with their head 
coach in recent months.

Since Alberto is not playing in tournaments, 
the Case Western coach is tracking his progress 
through his high school results. 

Alberto wasn’t expecting to beat his opponents, 
but his father’s heart attack gave him the needed 
confidence to beat them. 

 “When I saw my schedule, I wasn’t sure if I 

would be able to tell [the college coach] about 
a lot of wins,” Alberto said. “[The heart attack] 
was good timing though, because it gave me 
confidence to accomplish good wins. I went 
into every match thinking I could win.”

Ricardo believes his son has reached a 
whole new level of maturity and respect for 
the sport. 

“He has gotten a lot more mature this year 
and has realized the more important things,” 
Ricardo said. “He sees what truly matters – 
the fun in the game. He has even befriended 
some of his opponents.”

Alberto also has the strong competitive 
mindset that benefits every successful athlete. 

“I never really felt like losing was an 
option,” Alberto said. “I always felt that I was 
in control of my matches. The main thing my 
dad gave me was confidence.”

Ricardo is also a renowned neurologist in 
Tallahassee.   

“My dad is one of the most inspirational 
models in my life,” Alberto said. “I want to go 
into Pre-medicine, just like he did.”

After the incident, the Ayala’s had a big 
family conversation.

When life throws curve balls, it’s important 
to focus on the big picture of life and not dwell 
on the fear, they concluded.

Ricardo has made this message clear to his 
family and especially his son.   

photo courtesy of  Leon tennis

 “Little things don’t matter as much – just like 
tennis – it’s just a game, you need to be having 
fun,” Ricardo said. “Focus on life and the things 
that truly matter.”

After father experiences sudden health problems, Leon tennis star steps up

Seniors Alberto Ayala and Caroline Shafer hoist their city 
tennis championship trophies in March 2013.
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03/12/13 Rickards
03/14/13 Ridgeview
03/15/13 Godby
03/26/13 NFC
03/29/13 at Chiles
04/02/13 Middleburg
04/05/13 at Middleburg
04/09/13 Bainbridge
04/12/13 Orange Park
04/16/13 at Lincoln
04/18/13 at Wakulla

Softball 
Date           Opponent
02/01/13  Godby
02/01/13 Wakulla
02/15/13  Middleburg 
02/20/13 at Godby
02/22/13 at Middleburg 
02/23/13 at Ridgeview
02/25/13  Florida High
03/04/13  at Chiles 
03/06/13  at Lincoln
03/08/13  at Orange Park 
03/09/13 at Oakleaf 
03/12/13 Lincoln
03/13/13  Wakulla
03/14/13 Oakleaf 
03/26/13 Maclay
03/27/13 Rickards
03/28/13 Chiles
04/01/13 at Maclay
04/03/13 Ridgeview
04/05/13 Orange Park

 
 

Baseball
Date           Opponent
02/12/13 Wakulla 
02/14/13 at Rickards 
02/16/13 at Orange Park
02/20/13 at Lincoln 
02/23/13 at Ridgeview
02/26/13 at NFC
03/01/13 Chiles
03/05/13 at Godby
03/07/13 Oakleaf
03/09/13 at Oakleaf

Results
 L, 8-4
W, 10-0
 L, 3-1
 L, 9-8
 L, 12-8
 L, 5-4
 L, 5-4
W, 11-0
 L, 5-2
 L, 3-1

Results
W, 10-5
W, 4-3
W, 7-5
W, 8-1
 L, 4-3
W, 9-5
   Rain
W, 5-0
 L, 5-2
 L, 10-0
 L, 2-1

Tennis  
Date           Opponent                                
02/08/13 at Lyman
02/09/13 at Winter Park
02/15/13 at Ft. Walton Beach
02/16/13 at Crestview
02/21/13 at Maclay
02/22/13 at Bolles
02/23/13 at Ponte Vedra 
02/26/13 Choctaw 
02/27/13 at Chiles 
03/01/13 Niceville
03/02/13 Mosley
03/06/13 Lincoln
03/07/13 at City Championships
03/12/13 at Lincoln 
03/14/13 Godby
03/25/13 Rickards
03/27/13 Chiles
03/28/13 Maclay

Results
4-3 / 7-0
0-7 / 0-7
7-0 / 7-0
7-0 / 7-0
7-0 / 2-5
3-4 / 0-7
3-4 / 3-4
7-0 / 7-0
6-1 / 6-1
7-0 / 4-3
6-1 / 6-1
7-0 / 5-2
 1st   /  1st

Leon High Life

Results 
 L, 8-13
 L, 2-15
 L, 3-16
 W, 6-3
 L, 13-8
 L, 9-2
 W, 6-5

B/G 04/09/13 at Wakulla

Lacrosse
Date           Opponent
02/18/13 at Mandarin
02/22/13 at Bolles
02/23/13 at Creekside
02/26/13 Lincoln
03/01/13 at Mandarin
03/05/13 at Chiles
03/09/13 Gulf Breeze
03/12/13 at Maclay
03/15/13 at Nease
03/16/13 at Ponte Vedra
03/22/13 Buchholz
03/25/13 Gainesville
03/26/13 at Lincoln
03/28/13  Winter Park
04/02/13 Chiles
04/04/13  Maclay
04/09/13  Gainesville
04/11/13 at Bartram Trail

Flag Football
Date           Opponent
03/11/13 Florida High 
03/29/13 Chiles  
04/02/13 at Lincoln
04/05/13 at Capital City Tourn.
04/10/13 FAMU
04/13/13 at Dr. Phillips
04/14/13 at Seminole Ridge
04/16/13 at Godby
04/17/13 Rickards 

Results
 L, 18-0

John Ike Smith-Schoenwalder
High Life Sports Editor  

Hosford began swim career at Leon

Malcolm Hosford, 31, 
won six state titles as a 
swimmer for Leon before 
graduating in 1999. But his 
biggest claim to fame is that 
he dominated Olympian Ryan 
Lochte during his career at 
Auburn University.  

“I was always the top 
dog and he was number two,” 
Hosford said. 

In 2000, he won first  
place in the SEC (Southeastern 
Conference) in the 200 free 
and made the All-SEC team.

Hosford went to his first 
Olympic Trials in 2000 as 
an 18-year-old. He placed 
twentieth out of 500 swimmers 
in the four events he swam, 
but did not qualify for the 
Olympics.

“[The Olympic Trials] is a 
nerve-wracking experience,” 
Hosford said.

After college, he took 
a two-year break from 
swimming. 

“The biggest thing I regret 
is quitting,” Hosford said, 
“Quitting then seeing people 
I’ve beaten, like Ryan [Lochte] 
swim in the Olympics makes 
me sick. I see them and I think, 
that could have been me.”

If you are out for seven 
days, you lose the feel for the 

water,” Hosford said, “During 
my break I would walk upstairs 
and get winded. Something 
made me want to get back in 
the water.”

Hosford has been training 
ever since and recently swam 
in his second Olympic Trials 
in 2012, finishing sixtieth in 
the 100 breaststroke out of 
2,000 contestants.

“My goal right now is to 
make it to the 2016 trials,” 
Hosford said, “I’m still young, 
might as well give it a shot.”

 Hosford said the 2016 
trials will probably be his last 
attempt for the Olympics. 

“Even if I don’t qualify, I 
know I gave it my best shot,” 
Hosford said.

During his freshman year 
at Leon, Hosford drew car-
toons for The Leon High Life.

In the summer of 1999, 
following high school gradu-
ation, Hosford went to a 
YMCA swim meet in Orlando 
and swam the 200 IM and 50 
freestyle. 

Hosford broke the na-
tional record in his 200 IM. 
After only three minutes of 
rest, Hosford broke the 50 free 
national record with a time of 
20.99 seconds.

“[The 200 IM] was a good 
warm-up,” Hosford said with 
a smile.

Hosford’s passion for swimming 
began when he was only five-years- 
old. His dad, Dickie Hosford, started 
Malcolm with swimming early on.

“My dad threw me in the pool early,” 
Hosford said. “I didn’t really have a 
choice.”

Hosford currently lives in Tallahas-
see with his girlfriend, Lena Shield, a 
2005 Leon graduate. Hosford enjoys 
painting and surfing in his free time.

“I love to paint,” Hosford said. “I 
paint any time I get a chance.”

In addition to painting, Hosford also 
instructs swimming lessons year-round 
and camps over the summer. He has also 
been an assistant coach for Lincoln in 
2008 and Leon in 2009.

“I want to start my own swim team,” 
Hosford said. “I want to teach, coach, 
you know, do it all.”

Malcolm Hosford shows off two of his 
paintings in September 2012 in Panama 
City.

Present this ad for 
15% off any service! 
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