
Deputy Thomas Stege says one of the best ways to guard against on-campus violence 
is to be aware of unfamiliar faces.
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School safety at Leon is a priority
Olivia Nash
High Life News Editor

On Dec. 14, a gunman fatally 
shot 20 children and six adult staff 
members at Sandy Hook Elementary 
School in Newtown, CT. 

Since the shooting, issues 
concerning school safety and gun 
control policies have taken a front 
seat in a nationwide debate.

On Dec. 20, a Leon freshman 
brought a handgun to school. 

Another student reported the 
gun and the situation was dealt with 
quickly.

“We found out about (the gun) 
within five to ten minutes of the 
school day starting,” Principal Billy 
Epting said.

The gun was unloaded. However, 
the student was immediately taken 
into custody. 

 “I think it’s important that we 
create an environment where if there 
is something like that going on, you 
all have enough respect for the school 
and for the safety of your friends not 
to tolerate it,” Epting said. 

“Because students will find out 
about those kinds of things a lot earlier 
than the adults will.”

Assistant Principal of Discipline 
Ricky Ardley believes it is easy for 
students to report incidents to teachers 
because of fear. 

“They’re afraid,” Ardley said. 
“They know the situations going on 
around the country.”

The gun incident that occurred at 
Leon was unusual.

“It’s very rare,” Ardley said. “I’ve 
been doing this for 30 years and I 
have probably had that twice.” 

Due to these recent incidents, 
Epting and the faculty and staff are 
emplacing better safety policies at 
Leon.

On Jan. 24, Leon participated in a 
lock down drill, a drill typically done 

once a year. 
All of the interior and exterior 

doors of the school were locked for 
five minutes. 

Because of the vast amount 
of entrances at Leon, it takes 
approximately 10 minutes just to get 
all of the exterior doors locked. 

“Our main focus is for every 
teacher and every office person to be 
able to lock their individual door,” 
Epting said. 

One of the unique aspects of Leon 
is how wide and open the campus 
is. High schools that are fairly 
open  generally find it more difficult 
to contain all of the students in a 
threatening situation.

“It’s not necessarily typical,”  
Deputy Thomas Stege said. “Leon is 
a very old school. It’s hard to plan for 
every possible scenario.” 

According to Stege, the best way 
students can be aware of danger is to 
be observant of strangers on campus 
and not be afraid to tell an adult about 
any risky circumstances.

“Probably the biggest thing that 
students can do is be observant of 
someone they don’t recognize,” Stege 
said. “There is usually warning signs 
if you are observant enough.” 

Leon earns ‘A’ school rating for first time in five years
Olivia Nash
High Life News Editor

“It has included almost all of the 
students in the building, whereas 
before it was all based on the ninth 
and tenth grade classes,” Principal 
Billy Epting said.

Some of these new components 
included end-of-course exams, 
advanced placement classes and SAT 
and ACT scores. 

“Also the teachers have worked 
really, really hard in the past two years 
to really work with some of our kids 
who aren’t as strong of students to get 
them on grade level,” Epting said. “I 
think that’s the biggest area that we 
made a lot of improvement in.” 

This ‘target’ team has made a 

very big impact on bumping up the 
grade.

“The biggest change is the 
performance of our bottom twenty 
five percent students,” Heinz said. 
“The target team and the teachers 
have been working with that group 
and have made a huge difference.”

In 2009, after the new school 
grades revealed Leon no longer 
maintained an ‘A’, the senior class 
decided that the school did not deserve 
the annual Winterfest celebration. 

The class agreed Winterfest 
would not return until Leon became 
an ‘A’ school once more. As of now , 
no plans for a future Winterfest have 
been made.

For the 2011-12 school year, 
Leon was awarded an “A” rating for 
the first time since 2007-08. In the 
previous two years, Leon had to settle 
for a “B” rating.

“It takes every person at the 
school to make it happen,” guidance 
counselor Kathy Heinz said. 

Chiles, Lincoln and SAIL were 
also awarded an “A,” while Godby 
earned a “B” and Rickards earned 
a “C”. One of the major differences 
in the current grading scale was the 
addition of more factors to determine  
the grade. 

 Jan. 2013

Artwork courtesy of Stevenson Johnson

Jada Morgan excels 
on track and soccer 

field
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Principals, guns and school safety

Dear Editor,

 I’m a freshman, and I just 
love it here. I feel like the at-
mosphere is so welcoming. I’m 
not afraid to be myself. There 
isn’t a lot of peer pressure, and 
it’s helped me adapt to the high 
school environment. Even as a 
freshman, I feel very accepted. 

 Rylie Gay 

Dear Editor,

 As much as I love Leon, 
I think the start time should be a 
little later. I have insomnia so I 
don’t sleep well at night. I’m not 
usually tired but if I slept more, 
I’d work better at school. Sleep 
is a big issue for most teens. I 
believe Leon should start later for 
a better performance by students. 

 
 Emma Truelove 

Dear Editor,
 
 During the winter I think 
hot chocolate should be sold at 
school. It is cold and students 
would like something hot to 
drink. It warms them up. All of 
us can’t fit into the lunch-room 
during lunch, so for those who 
stand outside hot chocolate 
should be offered. 

 Eleana Daniels 

Should principals have access to hand guns on campus?

As a result of recent school   
security incidents, including the 
elementary school shooting in 
Connecticut, many school districts 
are considering more safety measures 
to help parents and students feel more 
secure at school. 

One of the measures is whether or 
not principals should carry a handgun 
while at school. 

A lawmaker in Georgia is 
proposing this and would require all 
principals to carry a firearm while on 
campus. 

Living in the south, I grew up 
around firearms and the idea of a 
figurehead in the school carrying a 
weapon does not worry me. However, 
what does bother me is not everyone 
is comfortable with firearms. 

Assistant Principal of Discipline 
Ricky Ardley agreed with me that not 
everyone is fit to be “packing.” 

I believe a bill should be passed 
that all principals should have the 

option to have a firearm on campus. 
Whether it is on their person or in a 
vault kept in their office, they should 
have that choice. 

However, if principals do choose 
to carry a firearm, they must pass all 
required courses with flying colors. 
In addition, it must be a handgun and 
only a handgun. Rifles and shotguns 
are not necessary in my opinion. 

The firearms should be paid for 
personally by the principals, unlike 
classes, which are funded by the state 
or local governments. 

Do I think this is the answer 
to make our schools safer? Not 
necessarily. 

There is not one golden solution 
to make students and staff feel safer 
at school. Multiple solutions are out 
there but how much are we willing to 
pay?

At a foundation meeting, Principal 
Billy Epting spoke about a security 
system he would like to eventually 
install that would lock all exterior 
entrances by a button in his office. 
This technology, however, could 
potentially cost up to hundreds of 
thousands of dollars. 

Another option could be to 
hire  more resource officers. Some 
elementary schools don’t even have 

their own resource officer and have to 
share with middle and high schools. 

Superintendent of Leon County 
Schools Jackie Pons currently 
receives $1 million from Safe Schools 
funding and another $1 million from 
the county. In a news article done by 
WCTV, Pons  revealed that he believes 
an additional $1 million can fund a 
school resource officer for every Leon 
County school. 

According to the same report, it 
would cost over $100 million to place 
a resource officer in every Florida 
school.

It should never have to come 
down to a principal pulling a firearm 
in order to defend their school.

But if it eases parents’ minds and 
the principal is comfortable with 
having access to a gun, why not? 

No one can ever know what to be 
prepared for, but if we spend more 
and more money on safety measures, 
our schools are going to eventually 
resemble penitentiaries.

Not to mention, we would have 
less money for school necessities, like 
textbooks. 

The second amendment says we 
have the right to bear arms and all of 
us can exercise that right, including 
principals. 

“I think guns in schools are a 
bad idea all together. So having 
a principal or any teacher [with 
a gun] is just a terrible idea. A 
deputy should be enough.” 
-Senior Dublin  Dodd A total of 81 students were surveyed for the results of this poll.

Autumn Wable 
High Life Editorial Editor
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Keep your germs away from me

Nobody likes being sick; the runny 
nose, the incessant coughing, the dull 
yet continuous aching that consumes 
you. Everything about those winter 
illnesses is awful, especially how 
easily they spread to other people.

Schools are a breeding ground for 
illness. With 2,000 kids all crammed 
into three buildings there is no way 
to contain a bug and avoid getting the 
others around you sick. Recently, it has 
been the flu that has been circulating 
the Leon halls. 

“Since we’ve gotten back from 
the holiday’s, we have just been 
bombarded with students that are ill,” 
said Alana Wise, Leon’s in-school 
nurse.

I am a student, like the rest of you, 
and I know how difficult it can be to 
miss too many days of school in a 
row. There can be hours of homework 
to make up, and countless tests and 
quizzes that must be completed on 
your own time outside of school 
and going through all of that for two 
days off of school never seems worth 
it. But, as a courtesy for the people 

Write a Letter to the Editor.

Bring letters to Room IA4 or write to us online at www.leonhighlife.com

Have an opinion? Get it in the paper.

around you, do not come to school 
if you still are not feeling well.

 “If you have a fever; stay home. 
If you have a cough; stay home… 
You have to be symptom free for 
24 hours before coming back to 
school,” Wise said.

If you come to school  just to 
avoid the make-up work when you 
are sick, you are never giving your 
body enough time to fight the illness 

Leon High Life

Marcie Gsteiger-Cox 
High Life Editorial Editor

and get better. When the end objective 
is to feel better again, then killing 
yourself with the stress that school has 
a tendency of putting on a person seems 
to be counter intuitive. By not taking 
the necessary time off from school to 
get better, you often times stay feeling 
sniffly and down for more time than 
you would have otherwise.

Of course, the winter time is the 
worst time of all for students coming to 

school. On any given week, Wise has 
100-plus students coming through her 
clinic. Some days she sees as many as 
30 students. This is why schools are 
such conducive places for germs to 
breed. 

However, keeping your sickness 
away is only half of the battle. 
Once a bug has been introduced to a 
school, it can spread like wild fire so 
it is important to take precautionary 
measures to stay healthy.

“Use hand sanitizer, wash your 
hands frequently,” Wise said. “Don’t 
put your head on those desks, they are 
a bed of germs waiting to happen.”

One of the worst things for your 
immune system is not getting enough 
sleep.

 In high school, I know better than 
anyone that getting the recommended 
eight hours of sleep per-night is a 
near impossible thing to do. There 
are extracurriculars to participate in, 
sports to play and homework to finish. 
Sleep is the last thing on someone’s 
mind. But, just making sure you get 
close to six hours of sleep can mean 
the difference between getting the flu 
and staying bug-free.

You may think that taking these 
precautions is sophomoric and 
unnecessary. But, the fact remains that 
if we all just stay home when we are 
sick we can avoid spreading germs.

How to tell if  you are too sick to come to school:
-If you have a fever of at least 100 degrees Fahrenheit.

-If you vomited the night before or the day of school.

-If you are experiencing frequent coughing.

-If you are experiencing persistent pain in your ear, stomach, head, etc.

-If you have a widespread rash.
*If you are experiencing any of these symptoms please go see a doctor.

*

Artwork courtesy of Stevenson Johnson



news4 leon  high  life the

Jan. ‘13 www.leonhighlife.com

Logan McLanahan
High Life Staff Writer 

LeonHighLife1

Top faculty receive awards
Leon honors outstanding dedication and contributions for 2012

English teacher Rebecca Kirchharr was award-
ed Teacher of the Year.

Kirchharr was completely shocked when told 
that she was chosen for such an award.

“I am ecstatic and honored that I was chosen to 
receive this,” Kirchharr said.

Kirchharr began teaching English because of 
her love for literature and, in particular, grammar.

“There is no other profession where you can 
talk about coordinating conjunctions on a regular 
basis,” Kirchharr said.

Above her love of the subject, however, Kirch-
harr enjoys helping her students and leaving a 
lasting impression. One of her most memorable 
teacher moments included talking with a student 
for over two hours, helping them to overcome dif-
ficulties they were experiencing out of the class-
room.

 “[My students] are a huge, maybe even the 
biggest part, of why I teach,” Kirchharr said. “I 
may love the content, but it would be meaningless 
without my kids.”

Even though Kirchharr has only been a Leon 
Lion for three years, she has been teaching a total 
of seven years. Previously she was a teacher at 
Tate High School in Pensacola, Florida.

“Since Mrs. Kirchharr has been at Leon she 
has made a tremendous difference in the English 
program,” Assistant Principal Sarah Hembree said. 
“She works hard every day to make sure each and 
every one of her students excels.”

Kirchharr has not only enjoyed her English 
classes, but her students have enjoyed having her 
as their teacher. 

“Mrs. Kirchharr’s class introduced many cre-
ative ways to help me understand English, espe-
cially in grammar,” sophomore Maggie Johnson 
said. “She really transformed the classroom into 
an exciting working environment and I looked 
forward to her class every day.”

Kirchharr reflected on her love of English, and 
her many different students.

“There is never a dull day,” Kirchharr said.

Former employee Richard Rabitaille has been 
honored with the award of Employee of the Year. 
Due to Rabitaille’s recent retirement in December, 
Leon has lost one of its most devoted and interest-
ing Lions.

After 30 years of service, Rabitaille became 
familiar with the inner workings and history of 
Leon. Therefore, Rabitaille has perpetuated many 
of Leon’s notorious ghost stories, claiming to have 
witnessed many of them himself. 

One of his strangest ghost encounters hap-
pened in Leon’s lobby, where a pay phone used to 
stand in place of the trophy cases. After cutting the 
chords of the phone, the phone continued to ring 
for the next three months before Rabitaille finally 
removed it from the wall.

“Do phones ring by themselves?” Rabitaille 
said. “I could never explain that one.”

In addition to Rabitaille’s run-ins with the 
paranormal, he comes from a very dynamic lin-
eage. His mother’s ancestors came to America via 
the Mayflower, and one of his past grandfathers 
fought in the Civil War. Furthermore, Rabitaille 
has a direct relation to Marilyn Monroe.

“Marilyn and my mother had the same grand-
parents,” Rabitaille said. “They were first cous-
ins.”

Beyond his diverse family tree, Rabitaille 
has an interesting past. At Tallahassee Commu-
nity College, where he graduated in the 1980’s, 
he maintained a 4.4 Grade Point Average with a 
major in Fine Arts. This was the highest GPA the 
school had ever seen for a male student. To reach 
such an achievement, Rabitaille had to overcome 
his dyslexia.

“I was told by many teachers that I would 
never go to college,” Rabitaille said.

Since, Rabitaille has further cultivated his love 
of art and photography. Rabitaille has redesigned 
Leon’s crest, as well as gathered and compiled 
artifacts from Leon’s past. 

“He has been the wind to Leon’s sails,” former 
Principal Rocky Hanna said. 

Physical education instructor Rick Davis was 
awarded the Glenn Howell Minority Teacher of 
the Year award. Davis’s ultimate goal is to pro-
mote and pursue academic excellence, all the 
while encouraging student athletes to maintain a 
positive self image.

“I didn’t expect this in my wildest dreams,” 
said Davis, who is also the boys’ varsity basketball 
coach. “It is such an honor and privilege.”

Davis first became interested in teaching and 
coaching while playing international basketball in 
Italy. Davis had the opportunity to interact with 
students through basketball camps and speaking 
engagements. 

“I enjoy helping  young kids learn both in the 
classroom and on the hardwood,” Davis said. 

One of Davis’s most memorable teaching 
experiences was working with a group of Maltese 
students while he was in Europe. Davis helped 
these students improve their English skills and 
also helped them learn the game of basketball.

Currently, Davis is entering his fourth season 
as the head coach of boys’ basketball. Before 
Leon, he coached at Florida Agricultural and Me-
chanical University High School for three years.

“My most memorable coaching experience 
was the 2007-08 season at FAMU High when the 
team won the regional finals at the buzzer,” Davis 
said. 

Davis believes that being involved in the game 
of basketball is an integral part of the development 
of the person as a whole. It allows student athletes 
to experience and expand on life skills such as 
self-discipline, leadership, responsibility, team-
work and pride. 

“He’s a good coach,” junior Malik Griffin said. 
“He pushes us farther than our limits.”

Davis prides himself on working towards 
building a competitive and respectable basketball 
program, all the while encouraging camaraderie 
among his players.

“He is an excellent teacher and amazing 
basketball coach,” said colleague Riley Bell. “He 

Logan McLanahan
High Life Staff Writer

Tess Johnson
High Life News Editor 

Employee of the Year
Richard Rabitaille

Teacher of the Year
Rick Davis

Teacher of the Year
Rebecca Kirchharr

really helps makes Leon a better place.”

Glenn Howell Minority
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Vivian Deyo
Art

Exceptional because: Taken 
art classes all four years of high 
school and currently in AP Art 
Portfolio.
Community Service: Has done 
service through seven different 
clubs including art and national 
honors society clubs.
(Total hours: 200) 
Plans after Leon: Attend Florida 
State University.

Jill Smith
Business

Exceptional because: Opened her 
own baked goods business in the 
downtown market.
Community Service: Attends 
math camp for Mrs. Garcia, takes 
part in Buddy Walk, helps at the 
garden and recycles at Leon High 
School. 
(Total hours: 150)
Plans after Leon: Attend Florida 
State University.

Jessica Coogan
Athletics

Exceptional because: Cheerlead-
ing for 5 years, has been on Leon 
Varsity’s cheerleading squad for 3 
years, and currently captain of the 
cheerleading squad.
Community Service: Works at 
Vacation Bible School, helps with 
Upward cheerleading, and coaches 
cheerleading teams. 
(Total hours: 150)
Plans after Leon: Wants to major 
in Dentistry or Psychology.

Ciara Washington
Career/Technical

Exceptional because: Works at 
Lee Meadows Law office.
Community Service: Volunteered 
at East Hill Baptist Church and 
currently volunteers at Salvation 
Army. 
(Total hours: over 300)
Plans after Leon: Undecided.

Taylor Harvey
English/Language Arts

Exceptional because: Earned all 
A’s in both English 1 & 2 Honors, 
and scored a 5 on the AP Lang 
exam.
Community Service: Volunteers 
at the Public Library, helped Coach 
Record with Leon Tennis Camps 
for the past three summers.
(Total hours: about 400)
Plans after Leon: Go to UF and 
study in the Physics field and 
minor in Literature.

Amanda Green
Foreign Language

Exceptional because: Taken 
French for 5 years and the 
President of French National 
Honors Society.
Community Service: Work at the 
hospital and volunteers at summer 
camps with children. 
(Total hours: 300)
Plans after Leon: Attending 
University of Alabama at 
Birmingham and majoring in 
Forensic Chemistry.

Autumn Wable
Journalism

Exceptional because: Written 
for The Leon High Life for three 
years, holds senior editor position.
Community Service: Leon’s 
annual cancer fundraiser, teaching 
Kindergarten math class, volunteer 
at Veteran’s affair office, helped 
with the Tallahassee marathon for 
four years, service through Anchor. 
(Total hours: 200)
Plans after Leon: Attend the Uni-
versity of Alabama and become an 
elementary school teacher.

Cody Johansen
Leadership

Exceptional because: Chosen to 
be in Youth Leadership Tallahassee 
(YLT), part of the top guitar frets 
ensemble, eagle scout, participates 
in a summer science program.
Community Service: Volunteers 
through YLT and eagle scouts, 
mission trip to Guatemala through 
church.
(Total hours: 400)
Plans after Leon: Undecided, 
wants to double in mechanics and 
engineering.

Cecile Depart
Drama/Performing Arts

Exceptional because: Performed 
in summer musicals, student 
director of Melodears, and section 
leader of Mane Event.
Community Service: Leader-In-
Training at Camp Flastacowa and 
volunteers to help the homeless.
(Total: 400)

Lucy Toman
Mathematics

Exceptional because: Currently in 
Calculus BC and has made all A’s 
in math since 2nd grade; president 
of Peace Jam.
Community Service: Special 
Olympics coach, unified partner in 
Down’s Syndrome Association of 
Tallahassee, does service through 
Anchor club and Pierian club.
(Total hours: 450)
Plans after Leon: Undecided; 
wants to have a math or science 
career.

Philip Mendez
Music

Exceptional because: Has been  
playing classical guitar for four 
years and started playing jazz 
music this year.
Community Service: Worked at 
the Veterans affairs hospital for 
four years. 
(Total hours: 500)
Plans after Leon: Applying for 
University of North Florida’s jazz 
band and Florida State University’s 
classical ensemble.

Sam Kerce
Public Speaking

Exceptional because: Governor of 
Key Club of Florida, has made 45 
speeches and spoken to crowds of 
up to 20,000 people.
Community Service: Volunteers 
through Key Club.
(Total hours: 750)
Plans after Leon: Plans on going 
to Florida State University to 
major in political science and have 
a career in lobbying.

Gabriela Balicas
Science & Health

Exceptional because: Has an 
externship at Department of 
Biomedical Sciences at Florida 
State University’s Medical School 
and works at the Magnet Lab, and 
taken AP Biology and AP Chemis-
try and earned a 5 on both exams; 
currently taking AP Physics.
Community Service: Tutors 
South Korean immigrants to speak 
English. (Total hours: 714)
Plans after Leon: Undecided, 
wants to become a science major.

Avery Smith
Social Studies

Exceptional because: Taken every 
available AP social studies course 
and earned all 4’s and 5’s on the 
exams, Lieutenant Governor of 
Key Club of Florida.
Community Service: Eagle Scout, 
involved in steel drum, Pierian 
Sergeant-in-Arms.
(Total hours: Over 500) 
Plans after Leon: Join Student 
Government in college, join peace 
core, and go into politics. 

Zac Buccholz
Technology

Exceptional because: Interns at 
the Magnet Lab redesigning their 
rail gun.
Community Service: Gained 
service hours through running 
races in events and helping adults 
with computer problems.
(Total hours: around 75)
Plans after Leon: Looking into 
both the University of Florida and 
Florida State University.

Plans after Leon: Attend Florida 
Southern College and study early 
child development.
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    Money Makes Leon Go ‘Round

For the average high school, 
extra-curricular activities could not 
exist without financial support. 

“High schools now have lots 
of bells and whistles that we didn’t 
have before,” Principal Billy 
Epting said. “My staffing budget 
for the year is $6.6 million. That’s 
just to pay salaries. That doesn’t 
include textbooks, the money it 
costs to run the school buses, or 
the money to pay the utility bills.”

Of course, money doesn’t 
grow on trees, which means it 
must be raised and spent wisely. 
Fundraising is an essential activity, 
as many students well know. 

“If you didn’t do your 
fundraisers, and you didn’t have 
your fees, there wouldn’t be any 
clubs,” financial accountant Freida 
Linder said. 

Handling the school’s finances 
is Linder’s job. Linder, who has 
worked at Leon for the past three 
years, verifies money when it is 
turned in, deposits the money and 
accounts for all of it. 

She deals with purchase orders, 
checks, paperwork for the county 
office and paperwork for internal 
auditing. 

Fundraisers can be fun, but 
lots of hard work goes on behind 
the scenes to make the fundraisers 
possible. 

“SGA takes a big lead on a lot 
of the school-wide fundraising 
activities,” Epting said. “It’s a lot 
of work.” 

Typically, the best fundraisers 
are the ones which give students 
“the most bang for the buck,” as 
Epting says. 

These fundraisers require less 
effort, and they seem to be less 
stressful because they are pre-order 
or pre-sell. Car washes, Boston 
Butt fundraisers and spirit nights 
are usually successful fundraising 
activities.

Boston Butt fundraisers are a 
good idea because tickets for the 
pork are sold beforehand and there 
is no guesswork involved when it 
comes time to order. 

Whatever the cause, students 
must realize the significance of 
raising money.

Organizations need dollars

Ten simple and creative fundraising ideas

1. Host a drive 
in movie night

Brooke Harrison 
High Life Features Editor

2. Sell student 
artwork

3. Hold a 
garage sale

Brooke Harrison 
Caroline Walker 
High Life Features Editors

4. Organize a 
silent auction

6. Advertise 
sponsorships 
for 
organizations

8. Have a local 
restaurant host 
a share night

5. Sell tickets 
to a pancake 
breakfast

9. Sell tickets 
for Boston 
Butts

10. Underwrite
a play and sell 
tickets

7. Host a 
spaghetti 
dinner
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    Money Makes Leon Go ‘Round

Over the past four years 
as a member of the Leon girls 
soccer team, I have witnessed 
the importance of funds and 
fundraising.  

Just like everything else at 
Leon, sports require money to 
function successfully. 

In practically every sport at 
Leon, a player must pay a fee to 
be on the team. This is called an 
assessment fee. 

This cost covers what the 
school does not pay for, including 
uniforms, referee fees and travel 
costs. 

“I think the most important 
thing to remember is that 
extracurricular is extra,” said 
Athletic Director Mark Feely. 
“The state has its hands full 
funding the (periods one through 
six), so extra falls on parents.”

Even though the school tries to 
keep these costs low, assessment 
fees can vary from year to 
year based on factors such as 
remaining money from previous 
years, and revenue generated from 
ticket sales or concessions.  If fees 
are too expensive for families to 
pay, according to Feely, they can 
usually make arrangements, such 
as selling ads for game programs 
or working in the concession 
stand. 

However, in some cases, like 
the girls soccer team, the money 
collected from assessments is 
not enough to take care of all of 
the expenses of the team. This 
is where fundraising becomes a 
factor.

Fundraising is an essential 
ingredient to having a successful 
sports team, or any organization 
in general. 

During my time on the soccer 
team, we have done various 
fundraisers ranging from the 
simple car wash to selling tickets 
to and underwriting a Young 
Actors Theatre play. 

Throughout these fundraisers, 
I have seen and heard many of 

my teammates- and on occasion 
myself- complain about having to 
sell something or work a car wash 
on their weekend. 

However, what they are 
failing to realize is that without 
fundraising, they would not 
receive some of the amenities 
they have become accustomed 
to.   For example, this year, in 
order to pay for our annual team 
sweatshirt, we are required to sell 
$50 worth of Tropical Smoothie 
coupons. 

This year, in particular, I 
was able to see the importance 
of fundraising, as I had to order 
the sweatshirts.  After seeing 
the prices of the individual 
sweatshirts and the total order, I 
realized the importance of every 
dollar that was earned through 
fundraising. 

In addition, fundraising costs 
directly impact assessment costs. 
In general, the more fundraising 
that is done by players and 
parents, the lower the assessment 
fee is. 

Some of the most common 
fundraisers teams have 
participated in are selling Boston 
Butts or hams, holding car washes 
and the ever popular pancake 
breakfast. 

There are some rules 
regarding fundraising, however. 

“All fundraising activities 
have to technically be approved 
by the school principal, the 
principal then has the authority to 
give that responsibility to other 
people,” Principal Billy Epting 
said.

This rule specifically aims to 
avoid conflict of events between 
various sports and clubs. 

Some of the other rules 
involve the safety of students. 

Even though fundraising and 
funds in general are essential to 
sports today, the level to which 
it is involved in sports has not 
always been as much as it is these 
days.  Epting remembers, while 
growing up, that if he had to pay 
to play sports, it was “minimal.”

Funds essential 
to sports teams

What the athletes say:

“When you pay to play [football], 
you sell discount cards and get 
your money back.” -Junior Destin 
Parmer

“[Tennis] is kind of expensive, but 
it’s worth it. We get to go on really 
cool trips.” -Senior Lindsey Welch

“[Volleyball] costs a lot of money, 
but it’s fun and worth the money 
you pay.” -Junior Sydney Chick

“[Soccer] is not as expensive as 
other sports.” -Sophomore Jarad 
Clevenger

Caroline Walker
High Life Features Editor

Artwork Courtesy of Stevenson Johnson
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Energetic Hembree finds niche

Courtney Young
High Life Features Editor

Clarke embodies her French roots

@TheLeonHighLife

Courtney Young
High Life Features Editor

Assistant princi-
pal tackles her 
job with passion

In May of 2000, Hembree won a free trip to Hawaii after she filled in an online 
survey. She took her mom with her as a birthday present. 

photo courtesy of Sarah Hembree

French teacher very involved with traveling to explore other cultures

French teacher Colette Clarke has travelled all 
over Europe.

Her travels include France, England, Holland, 
the Netherlands, Germany, Denmark, Switzerland, 
Belgium and Italy. 

She has also visited and lived in Australia, 
where her husband is from.

“I have a strong belief that everybody needs to 
increase their knowledge of the world and com-
municate with people across the world,” Clarke 
said.

Her mother was born in Paris, making Clarke 
half French.  

“I love France, of course, because it is my 
heritage,” Clarke said.   

Every year, Clarke arranges for French stu-
dents to come to Tallahassee and live with the 
families of Leon students. 

This year, there will be 18 students visiting 
Tallahassee from Feb. 15 to March 1. 

“We are the only school in Leon County to do 
this,” Clarke said.

Clarke began the two-week exchange when 
she heard about an agency called Language and 
Friendship, which deals with high school ex-
changes.

This will be the fifth year Leon has hosted 

French students for this two-week period.
Clarke’s three daughters are also familiar with 

travel. 
Her oldest daughter, Elizabeth, is in the final 

stage of earning her doctorate in immunology at 

the University of California at Irvine.
Deborah, her second daughter, is studying at 

the University College in Dublin, Ireland. 
Julia is Clarke’s youngest daughter. She is also 

working on her doctorate at Stony Brook Univer-
sity in New York.

This summer, Clarke will be taking a group of 
students to France for two weeks. 

One week will be in Province. The other will 
be in France. 

For the first week of the trip, Leon students 
will be housing with a French family. Students 
will be staying in a hotel for the second week.

This is the third summer Leon students have 
traveled to France for this two-week vacation. 

The French teacher prior to Clarke took stu-
dents on a trip during spring break, but they did 
not stay with families during their travel.

“One of my concerns is that the students do 
not relate on a cultural level,” Clarke said. 

Senior Cameron Wong is in French IV and has 
been in Clarke’s class for three years. 

“Madame Clarke is a fantastic teacher,” Wong 
said. “She can help a student succeed at any level 
of French. She has made the class one of my 
favorites. 

“She makes the class material enjoyable with 
engaging lessons and interesting personal connec-
tions.”

Clarke standing infront of the Chenonceau castle in 
the Loire valley of France, one of the many castles of 
Europe. 

Sarah Hembree’s journey to be-
coming assistant principal of curricu-
lum has never been dull, and neither 
are her  days on the job at Leon.

Hembree graduated from Pelham 
High School as valedictorian

She scored in the top half percent 
on the Scholastic Assessment Test in 
Alabama. 

She registered a score of 1450 out 
of 1600, and was eventually chosen 
to be a National Merit Scholar. 

Hembree was very involved 
during her high school years. She 
participated in chorus, theatre, Mu 
Alpha Theta, soccer and many other 
clubs and extracurricular activities. 

“I was in about 21 club pictures,” 
Hembree said. 

One of the many clubs she was 
involved with was Brain Bowl. 

When Hembree was a senior, she 
cut 14 inches off of her hair before 
the regional competition. When they 
won, Hembree shaved her entire 
head in hopes of winning the state 

competition. Her team ended up win-
ning that, as well. 

“I had short hair up until about 
five years ago,” Hembree said. 

Hembree planned on playing 
soccer in college until she tore her 
anterior cruciate ligament her junior 
year. 

“I didn’t listen to my doctor, so 
I could not play my senior year,” 
Hembree said.

Hembree has had her fair share 
of travel in her lifetime. She has seen 
most of Europe, including Germany, 
Switzerland and France.

“My favorite is France,” Hem-
bree said. “I like the flow and its 
style.”

Curriculum Secretary Paige Twy-
man has worked with Hembree for 
two and a half years. 

“She is the energizer bunny- non-
stop all day,” Twyman said. 

“She is amazingly quick to solve 
problems or come up with solutions. 
She is amazing.”

Hembree attended New York 
University and became a non-linear 
avid editor. 

When her mom became ill in 
1999, she moved back to Birming-
ham to take care of her brothers. 

She began working for Vazda, an 
editing company. 

Hembree met Michael Jordan 

while working on commercials to 
advertise Space Jam, which Jordan 
was featured in. 

Hembree got her Masters in Edu-
cation at Florida State University. 
Before teaching, Hembree worked 
with Pyramid Studios in 2002. 

Then, she moved to Deerlake and 
Cobb Middle Schools. Before com-

ing to Leon in May of 2010, she was 
the grants coordinator at the district 
office

“Of all the things I have done, 
this is the most fun I’ve had,” Hem-
bree said. 

“I have very little patience for 
people over the age of 18.”

photo courtesy of Colette Clarke

photo courtesy of Sarah Hembree
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Morgan’s skill set perfect for track, soccer

Once you become an athlete 
for Leon High School, coaches 
always give a speech about 
remembering what, and who, you 
are representing.

Not only on the field are you 
sporting the red and white, along 
with “Leon” across your chest, 
but off the playing field is when 
more attention is on you than you 
realize.

Once people know that you are 
on an athletic team, you are put 
under a microscope.

Teachers, faculty, fellow peers 
and the community keep watch 
to see how the student-athletes 
conducts themselves.

Leon High School is one of the 
most respected high schools in both  
the state and the nation.

Leon is known for pride, 
excellence and tradition. 

 We have to always be aware of 
how we are presenting ourselves to 
not only the Leon family, but also 
the surrounding community. 

It would be unfortunate for the 
administration to receive a phone 
call from a person in Tallahassee 
about inappropriate or disrespectful  
behavior of someone that attends 
Leon.

Instead of the front office 
getting phone calls about disruptive 
behavior, they should get calls  
about Leon students standing out 
from the crowd.

Your behavior at school should 
be the same, if not better, than in 
the community.

In the classroom, student-
athletes should excel in conduct 
and set the example of how to 
properly act, along with getting the 
proper grades.

High school athletes have more 
of an influence than they realize.  

The younger students look to 
athletes older than them, both on 
the field or court and in the hallway, 
and observe the way they act as 
well. 

Each time one puts on Leon 
apparel he or she should hold their 
head high and act completely out 
of respect.

 Whether you are competing, 
wearing a sweatshirt or have 
a sticker on your car, always 
be mindful of the school you 
represent.

Leon has a reputation of great 
students, faculty, staff and alumni. 

Let’s keep it that way.

www.leonhighlife.com

Senior Jada Morgan is a leader 
on both the soccer team and the track 
team. 

At the end of February, Morgan 
has to make a decision as to where she 
would like to continue her soccer and, 
possibly, her track career collegiality. 

Morgan started playing soccer 
when she was eight years old. 

Her original plans were to play 
basketball until her mother suggested 
soccer. 

Morgan’s main position is stopper 
and she will occasionally play 
forward.  

“I just love soccer. It’s being on  
the team, continually getting better 
and the whole spirit of it,” Morgan 
said. 

Morgan has hopes of getting a 
scholarship offer to play soccer at 
the University of South Florida in 
Tampa.

She wants to potentially walk on 
the track team. 

She has been contacted by a few 
interested colleges in Alabama. 

 “She is quick and experienced,” 
teammate Sierra Robinson said. “She 
is always positive and wants the team 
to do its best. 

“She has incredible speed. She 
can keep up with any person that you 

Also, it has taught her that no 
matter what, you have to keep going 
or you will not get better. 

“If I had to pick between soccer 
and track, I would break down,” 
Morgan said. 

John Ike Smith-Schoenwalder
High Life Sports Editor

Savannah Watson
High Life Sports Editor

Senior Jada Morgan competes in a track meet last sea-
son at Chiles High School . 

put on her.”
Morgan says that 

soccer has developed 
her leadership skills and 
learning how to step up 
and do what she needs to 
do to get the job done.

 “Jada is one of the most 
athletic players I have ever 
coached,” soccer coach 
Chelsea Parmer said. 

“Her speed and 
toughness are unmatched. 
But her impact on and off 
the field is far more than 
athleticism. 

“She is a great 
leader, has one of the 
best personalities and is 
the epitome of a great 
teammate.”

Morgan started running 
track in the seventh grade 
at Raa Middle School.

Both of her parents ran 
track in high school and 
her mother continued to 
run in college for Florida 
A&M University.

“Running for the track team is a 
more individual experience,” Morgan 
said. “You focus on yourself.” 

Morgan says that track has taught 
her determination. 

Wright set to lead lacrosse
As senior captain of the 

Leon varsity lacrosse team, 
William Wright is trying to 
lead the Lions back to the top 
of the mountain. 

Only two years ago, the 
Lions made a regional finals 
appearance, ultimately losing 
to Ponte Vedra, making them 
the first high school team from 
Tallahassee to advance that 
far. 

Last year, however, Leon 
was eliminated in district play 
by Maclay, 4-1.

But Wright has perse-
vered.

“I kept on playing because I liked 
the violence,” Wright said. “Hitting 
people with large metal sticks is a lot 
of fun.”

Wright’s brother, Curtis, 14, is a 
freshman at Maclay. He plays junior 
varsity lacrosse.

“If I ever played against my 
brother in lacrosse, I wonder what 
mom and dad would do if I hit him,” 

Wright said.
Wright became known for his 

passion and aggressive attitude on 
the field. While at Holy Comforter, 
in eighth grade, he was nicknamed 
“the Hulk” by his lacrosse teammates 
because of his violent hits and bulki-
ness. After graduating from Holy 
Comforter, Wright came to Leon.

“I’ve played Leon lacrosse for 

photo courtesy of Jada Morgan

Savannah Watson
High Life Sports Editor 

Representing 
Leon High 
School

photo courtesy of William Wright

four years,” Wright 
said. “I’ve been through 
the highs and lows. 
This year, we do have a 
younger team, but this 
doesn’t mean this is a 
down year.

 “For the past few 
years, we have always 
had one or two stand-
outs or leaders that we 
could rely on to score. 
Now, we don’t. We have 
to become a team and 
work together to win.”

Wright hopes to lead 
Leon to a successful 
season.
 “Two years ago, we 
were on the top of the 

mountain. We have fallen off a little 
bit, but I want to set the next (varsity) 
team up in a position to take back the 
top,” Wright said.
 Said teammate Preston Wil-
son: “He has played on our good 
teams and our bad ones and is the 
only 2013 graduate who has stuck it 
out. And there’s something to be said 
about that.”

William Wright cradles the ball in a club match last summer.
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Senior Abbey Hopkins catches the ball at a game against Wakulla. 

From left to right: former Leon students Chris Whidden, Robert Read, and Nick 
Whidden all played collegiate baseball for FSU.

LeonHighLife1

   

Read’s passion for baseball fueled by goals
Former Leon 
standout and 
ex-professional 
baseball player 
leads with 
experience

Senior Abbey Hopkins has been 
an integral part of the Leon softball 
team for the entirety of her high 
school career, playing the position of 
catcher. 

This year, as a senior, she has 
stepped up to the role of a leader and 
hopes to achieve her goals for the 
season.

Last year, the varsity softball team 
made it to districts. Hopkins was not 
entirely disappointed, but she wished 
that the team could have advanced 
farther.

Her goal for the upcoming season 
is to make it farther in district play. 

Hopkins believes the key to 
success this year is for the team to 
have the right mind set and team 
moral. 

This year Hopkins has more 
responsibility. 

Assistant varsity baseball coach 
Robert Read is the quintessential 
example of the phrase “anything is 
possible when one puts their mind to 
it.”

 Having three years of college 
baseball and five years of professional 
baseball in his repertoire, he works 
to help other high school students 
achieve their goals, as well. 

When Read was only five years 
old, he knew baseball was the sport 
for him. 

Read recalls being 10 years old and 
telling his father he wanted to play for 
Florida State University (FSU).

They both sat down and wrote 
down every goal he had for baseball 
and the sacrifices he would have to 
make. His father instructed him to 
read it every night. 

Read attended Leon High School 
and played baseball under Coach 
Greg Jones. He was always pretty 
good and had one of the best arms on 
the team. He played the positions of 
catcher, shortstop and pitcher.

Leon baseball in the 1990’s 
competed in close to six state 
appearances in 12 years.

“Leon baseball was an expectation. 
We played a lot of 5A and 6A teams 
and in my junior year we won the 
state championship,” Read said.

“We even flew out to California 
to participate in the National Elite 
Spring Break Tournament and placed 
third.”

Read graduated in 1999 when 
he was 17. He was recruited rather 
heavily and received some offers from 
professional teams such as the Atlanta 
Braves and the St. Louis Cardinals. 

He ended up attending FSU after 
being offered a scholarship.

After playing in both the 
College World  Series and the ACC  
Championship, he had accomplished 
all of his goals at FSU.

In 2002, in his junior year, he was 
drafted by the Philadelphia Phillies. 
They offered him a contract, a bonus 
and  money for his schooling.

He played for five years in 
professional baseball, but was forced 
to leave due to a stress fracture in his 
shoulder.

After finishing up his schooling 
at FSU, Read was asked by Leon’s 
coach to help him out in 2007 and 
was hired in 2008.

Now, Read coaches varsity 
baseball pitchers and outfielders at 
Leon.

Read has made an impact on many 
Leon baseball players.

“Over my four years here with 
Coach Read, I’ve found that he is a 

wise man,” senior Greyson Laramore 
said.

“I’ve gone to him for advice many 
times.”

Laramore isn’t the only Leon 
player to seek Read’s advice. 

“I’ve known Coach Read for six 
years and I know that he personally 
helped me and my teammates improve 
over the course of our careers,” senior 
Tucker Norton said.

Read believes coaching has made 

a positive impact on his own life, 
as well. 

“Coaching has made me more 
patient,” Read said. “I have learned 
to focus on everybody that I coach. 
My experience as a baseball player 
has helped me because I can pull 
information from all of the coaches 
that have helped me in the past.”

photo courtesy of Robert Read 
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Hopkins poised to lead team to victory

As a senior, Hopkins thinks 
leadership is extremely important to 
a good team.

“I feel that I am a role model for 
the girls and that there is a lot expected 
of me,” Hopkins said.

Her teammates look to her for 
guidance and appreciate her hard 
work and dedication to the softball 
team.

“She is the heart of our team,” 

said junior Taylor Dyals, Hopkins’ 
throwing partner.

“She oversees everything, is 
strong- willed, and a great senior 
leader.”

Although Hopkins has always 
been naturally talented at softball, 
head softball coach Tommy Sabourin 
has been a great help to her through 
challenging times.

“Hopkins always has a smile on 
her face,” Sabourin said.  “I’ve known 
her for four years and she is a great 
leader.”

For Hopkins, softball is her 
passion.

She loves the chance of getting to 
improve.

“In softball, it is go big or go 
home,” Hopkins said.

“Softball has made me more 
outgoing and made me better at getting 
my school work done on time.”

Hopkins, in the near future, hopes 
to focus on her education in college.
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Cokely brings proven method to Leon

Tucker Norton swings during a Leon home game last season.

Sarah Schrader-Nahoom
High Life Sports Editor 

www.leonhighlife.com
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Senior signs baseball scholarship with Elon 

@TheLeonHighLife

Tim Cokely in action at Marianna High. Cokely was hired at Leon in December.

Goals have always been Tim 
Cokely’s driving force. As a little boy, 
Cokely’s dream job all started with one 
aspiration – to be the head coach of the 
Dallas Cowboys. 

Although he didn’t end up being 
the next Tom Landry, Cokely did real-
ize his dream of being a coach. 

Cokely is the new head coach of 
football at Leon High School and high 
hopes have been mounting for the up-
coming season. 

The high expectations are not 
unwarranted. Cokely’s resume is an 
impressive one. As the head coach for 
North Florida Christian, in two sepa-
rate stints, he led the Eagles to six state 
championships. 

When asked how he is going to 
turn the Leon football team around, his 
answer is simple. 

“One day at a time,” Cokely said. 
“We are not trying to get ahead of our-
selves. We just have to take it one day 
at a time.” 

Cokely’s fascinating techniques for 
setting goals have a constructive edge 
that will benefit the whole team. He 
meets with the seniors and they discuss 
the ambitions they envision for the 

team. 
But more than just setting long 

term goals, Cokely makes the team set 
weekly goals so the players are con-
stantly achieving something. 

“I give individual work outs and 
they have records they have to break,” 
Cokely said. “These team goals create 
more balance.” 

At this time of the year, the team is 
mainly in the weight room. Off-season 
training began on Jan. 7.

“The players are receptive and hun-
gry,” Cokely said. “They are ready for 

the 2013-14 season.”
 The story of Cokely’s transition 

to Leon has an interesting twist. After 
coaching in Atlanta, he was hired as 
head coach at Marianna High School. 

He was at Marianna only for this 
past season, until he accepted the Leon 
coaching job in December.

 Cokely calls Tallahassee his home 
because he coached at NFC for so 
long. Cokely believes there are some 
opportunities you can’t pass up, and 
the job at Leon was one of those spe-
cial opportunities. 

“I never thought I’d leave NFC, 
but God had a different plan for me,” 
Cokely said. 

His family has also had to al-
ter their lifestyles along with him. 
His wife and daughter are staying in 
Marianna since his daughter, Sidney, is 
finishing her sophomore year at Mari-
anna High School. 

Tim recently moved back to Tal-
lahassee since it is an easier commute 
to Leon. As soon as the school year 
is over, his whole family is going to 
move back to Tallahassee. 

“It’s an honor to be coach at Leon,” 
Cokely said. “I’m really excited.” 

Cokely also has respect for former 
Leon head coach, Bill Ragans. 

“Ragans did a great job with the 
team,” Cokely said. “I haven’t seen 
them play yet, but they were coached 
well. Their technique is good which 
makes the transition smooth.”

Principal Billy Epting is excited 
about having Cokely onboard.

“He seems to be a real sharp guy, 
real organized,” Epting said. “[He] has 
everything laid out, whether it’s for the 
football team gameplan to how he runs 
his weight lifting classes. He’s just a 
good solid man and I think it’s go-
ing to be a really good addition to the 
school.” 

Tucker Norton has had a passion 
for baseball since the age of six. The 
senior recently signed a baseball schol-
arship with Elon University. 

Norton started getting college 
offers as soon as his summer season 
ended. The University of North Caro-
lina-Asheville, Stetson University and 
Winthrop University were some of the 
many colleges that contacted Norton, 
but Elon prevailed. 

Elon is a small liberal arts col-
lege located in North Carolina and is 
renowned for its engaged and experi-
ential learning. 

 “It just felt right,” Norton said. 
“Everything felt good.”

Norton also received an invitation 
from All American by Under Armour.  
This is a pre-season ranking. 

“They send you a letter saying 
you’re an All American for Under Ar-
mour,” Norton said. “They do it after 
they see you over the summer.”

The tournament takes place in 
Scottsdale, Arizona and the players 
would be representing their region.  

However, Norton is declining this 
invitation and will not be attending. He 
received the letter in early December 

and by then, he had already signed 
with Elon. 

But Norton is looking forward to 
his bright future. He plays first base 
and pitcher. 

“I’m more excited than anything,” 
Norton said. 

His ultimate goal is to move on to 
the next level after college, and play 
professional baseball. One of Norton’s 
most influential coaches, Robert Read, 
speaks highly of Norton’s ability.  

“Tucker is one of those unique 
players that has the potential to excel 
at the next level as both a hitter and a 
pitcher,” Read said. “Because of this, 
he can affect the defense and offense.”

Not only does Norton’s physical 
talent show on the field, but his team 
spirit shows as well. 

“[His teammates] look to him to 
pick them up when they are struggling 
on the field and for mental support,” 
Read said. “When he shows leader-
ship and confidence, the team mirrors 
that and tries to play to his level. The 
saying that we sometimes use is ‘as he 
goes, so does the team.’ If he is doing 
well, the team does well.” 

Norton’s close friend and team-
mate, Zac Taylor, seems to feel the 
same way about Norton. 

“We have been friends for a long 
time now and have been playing ball 
together since we were young,” Taylor 
said. “He's a great teammate to have 
because he's always pushing you to get 
better.

“I love that kid and can't imagine 
any of my high school baseball with-

out him. I’m going to miss him next 
year when we’re playing at different 
schools.”

If there’s anything that Norton 
wants to leave behind at Leon, it’s the 
notion of determination. 

“I want kids to come out there and 
work hard every day,” Norton said. 

photo courtesy of 4quartersonline.com
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Winter Sports Scoreboard

Where are they now?
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12/07/12 Ridgeview 
12/11/12 Oakleaf 
12/13/12 Rickards 
12/15/12 Orange Park 
01/08/13 at Lincoln
01/11/13 at Ridgeview
01/12/13 at Orange Park
01/17/12  at Middleburg
01/17/13  at Rickards
01/22/13  at Godby
01/24/13  Florida High
01/26/13  Wakulla

Boys Soccer
Date           Opponent
10/30/12 at Wakulla
11/02/12 at Chiles
11/05/12 at Wakulla
11/09/12 at Lincoln
11/13/12 at Lake City
11/16/12 at Rutherford
11/17/12 at Arnold
11/20/12 Lincoln
11/28/12 at Chiles
11/29/12 at Lafayette
12/01/12 Tate
12/04/12 at Florida High
12/11/12 Mosley
12/13/12 Lake City
12/14/12 at Taylor County
12/21/12 Chiles
01/08/12 Lafayette
01/10/12 at Mosley 

 
 

Girls Basketball
Date           Opponent 
11/12/12 Jefferson County
11/13/12 Lincoln
11/15/12 Godby
11/19/12 at Jefferson County
11/20/12 Chiles
11/29/12 at Oak Leaf
12/03/12 at Chiles
12/04/12 Middleburg

01/10/13 at Florida High
12/28/12 at Wakulla

Results
W, 48-6
W, 41-29
 L, 44-30
W, 52-25
W, 47-33
W, 47-30
W, 48-16
W, 55-24

Results
7th place
5th place
2nd place
8th place
4th place

Boys Basketball
Date           Opponent                                
11/29/12 Oak Leaf
11/30/12 Lincoln
12/04/12 at Florida High
12/06/12 Godby
12/08/12 at Rickards
12/12/12 Oak Leaf
12/13/12 at West Gadsden
12/14/12 Orange Park
12/22/12          at Lanier
01/04/12 at Potter’s House
01/05/12          at East Gadsden
01/08/12          Middleburg
01/11/12 Ridgeview
01/12/12 Orange Park
01/15/12 Middleburg
01/17/12 West Gadsden
01/22/12 at Lincoln
01/25/12 Ridgeview
01/29/12 East Gadsden
01/31/12 Rickards

Results
W, 66-45
W, 59-46
W, 59-56
W, 61-40
 L, 55-50
W, 63-50
W, 47-44
W, 71-36
W, 68-65
 L, 68-44
W, 50-44
W, 58-32
 L, 77-58
W, 56-41
W, 48-31
 L, 63-55
W, 63-45

Brad Culpepper with the Chicago Bears.

01/12/12 at Godby 
01/14/12 Rickards
01/15/12 Maclay 
01/16/12 at Fleming Island

Girls Soccer 
Date           Opponent
11/01/12 at Chiles
11/05/12 at Florida High
11/02/12 at Pace
11/03/12 at Ft. Walton Beach 
11/06/12 at Rickards
11/07/12 at John Paul II 
11/13/12 at Mosley 
11/16/12 at Columbia 
11/19/12 at Lincoln 
11/27/12 Mosley 
11/28/12 at Godby
12/04/12 Chiles 
12/06/12 Maclay
12/10/12 Lincoln 
12/12/12 Columbia 
12/14/12 at Wakulla
01/08/12 Florida High 
01/10/12 Wakulla

Boys Wrestling
Date           Opponent
12/01/12 Wakulla Duals
12/07/12 Cap City Classic
12/15/12 BJ Fletcher Duals
01/11/12 Billy Saylor 
01/19/12 Seminole Duals
01/25/12 Big Bend Duals

Brad Culpepper, a former 
National Football League 
player, graduated from Leon 
High in 1987.

 After his time in the NFL, 
Culpepper earned a Master 
of Arts degree in Sports Ad-
ministration and a Juris Doc-
tor degree in 2001 from the 
University of Florida’s Law 
School.

Culpepper has had over 
100 appearances on sports 
television and radio stations, 
like ESPN, Fox Sports and 
ABC. In these appearances, 
Culpepper has talked about 
the importance of losing 
weight after playing in the 
NFL and awareness of con-
cussions.

“These days, players 
don’t take concussions seri-
ously,” Culpepper said. “In 
the 90’s (and before), the NFL 
didn’t have precautions about 
concussions. If a player got a 
concussion, he would be sent 
to the team doctor.

“Of course, the team 
doctor would clear him so 
that they could win some 
more games. Players need to 
be sent to non-biased doc-
tors that will actually tell the 
player how serious his condi 

Results
 W, 2-0
 W, 1-0
 W, 5-1
  T, 0-0
 W, 2-0
  T, 1-1
  T, 0-0
  L, 3-1
  T, 0-0
 W, 2-0
  T, 2-2
 W, 3-0
  T, 1-1
  T, 1-1
  T, 0-0
  L, 2-1
  L, 2-5
  L, 1-4
 

Leon High Life

Results 
 T, 1-1
 T, 1-1
 T, 0-0
W, 5-0
W, 6-0
W, 2-1
 L, 0-5
W, 2-0
 L, 0-4
 L, 2-3
W, 8-0
W, 2-0
W, 2-0
 T, 1-1
W, 4-0
 T, 1-1
 T, 0-0
W, 1-0

W, 47-19
 L, 36-33
 L, 70-61
W, 54-49
 L, 61-42
W, 51-34
 L, 33-31
 L, 47-20
 L, 49-45

W, 8-0 
W, 7-0
W, 3-1

Present this ad for 
15% off any service! 

tion is.” 
Culpepper is now living 

with his family and working 
at his law firm in Tampa.

“I like being my own 
boss and coach,” Culpepper 
said. “It’s a great opportunity 
to be down here.”

After his senior year of 
football, Culpepper decided 
he wanted to play college 
football.

Culpepper looked at the 
University of Notre Dame, 
University of Alabama, Au-
burn University and Univer-
sity of Florida. 

“I ended up picking 
UF,” Culpepper said, “Even 
though my father went there 
(UF), he didn’t persuade me 
very much when I decided to 
go to UF.

“I knew it would tickle 
him pink if I went there.”

Culpepper went on to 
graduate from the University 
of Florida in 1991.

He played football all 
four years of college. During 
his senior year, Culpepper 
and the Gators won the SEC 
Championship.

That same season, Cul-
pepper was selected to be 
on the All-SEC First Team, 
was elected a Consensus 
All-American Player and re-

ceived the Draddy Trophy. Culpepper was 
recently voted into the UF Athletic Hall of 
Fame in 2001.

“My favorite moments from my years 
at UF were marrying Monica and beating 
Florida State University 14-9 at home my 
senior year,” Culpepper said.

Culpepper was drafted in the tenth 
round of the 1992 NFL draft by the Min-
nesota Vikings.

“It was an amazing opportunity to be 
in the draft,” Culpepper said.

“When the Vikings drafted me, I didn’t 
even know where Minnesota was.”

Culpepper joined the Tampa Bay Buc-
caneers after two years with the Vikings. 
He is sixth on the Buccaneers all-time sack 
list with 33. 

Culpepper’s last season in the NFL was 
with the Chicago Bears in 2000. 

In his nine seasons in the NFL, Cul-
pepper played in 137 games.

Culpepper ended his NFL career with 
325 tackles, 35 sacks, six forced fumbles, 
three fumble recoveries and one safety.


