
Roger Bramble, Deputy Lieutenant of London, formally invites the 
Leon High band to the 2014 London New Year’s Day Parade.

Olivia Nash
High Life News Editor

Vol. XCII Issue 2     Oct. 2012

editorials          

Marcie Gsteiger 
Cox and Autumn 
Wable’s opinions 
on teacher merit 
pay
p. 2 & 3

news                        

‘Mane Grill’ serves lunch
p. 4

FLVS around Leon
p.4

features         online  
go to

for breaking news 
stories, sports updates 
and the latest online 
blogs

www.leonhighlife.com

The 2012 Presidential and State
elections and their impact on Leon 

pages 6 and 7

An unfortunate aspect of the parade is that the 
current seniors, who have contributed to the band 
for four years, will not be able to attend due to the 
fact that they will have already graduated. 

“It just really (stinks) that the seniors aren’t able 
to go on the trip since we’ve been in band for four 
years,” senior band member Victoria Sullivan said.

The administration recognizes what a 
disappointment this is for the seniors and is going 
to do its best to make them feel appreciated.

“We’re going to come up with a senior-only 
band trip,” Epting said. “It will be a good tribute 
to them.”  

Sydney Harrison 
copes with Alopecia
p. 5

In January of 2014, the Marching 
Redcoats will be one of two bands 
from Florida to perform at the London 
New Year’s Day Parade.

“It’s pretty awesome,” Principal 
Billy Epting said. “Leon has a long 
tradition of superior ratings at band 
evaluations. The band has earned this 
privilege.”

This event is by invitation only 
and the selection committee chose 
about 25-30 high school, college and 
English brass bands. The Leon band 
was chosen based on reputation.

The number of band members 
that will attend will be based on 
fundraising. 

Approximately 100 students (80 
percent of the band) will get to go on 
the six-day trip. 

This is the first time Leon has 
been invited to this particular event. However, in 
the 1970’s, the Marching Redcoats performed in 
Austria. 

“We’ve been waiting for the band to get invited 
to a parade, but we never thought it would be this 
gnarly,” junior band member Dave Long said. “I’m 
pretty stoked.”

On Sept. 28, the executive director of the parade, 
Robert Bone, and Roger Bramble, who was once 
High Sheriff under Queen Elizabeth, visited Leon 
to officially invite them to the parade.

 The band performed a fanfare on the steps of 
the school and part of their halftime show routine.

Play license no 
small fee

James Kirkpatrick
High Life News Editor

The Leon Thespians will perform a musical 
called “Once On This Island” in mid-November,  
but it will cost them a licensing fee of $3,500. 

Millie Seckel acknowledged that the licensing 
cost was too high, but the play it to be performed 
anyway.

 “The reason we want to perform this musical 
is because it represents Leon,” Seckel said. “The 
play deals with race and cultural differences.  Leon  
is so diverse. This play teaches acceptance.”

The cost of the play will paid for by a number 
of sources.

“We usually have each Thespian student pay 
a $30 production fee and we do different sorts of 
fundraisers,” Seckel said.  “Someone has to pay 
it and it should be the department or the club that 
pays for it and not just the school itself.”

This is not the first time Thespians has had 
to pay licensing costs to do a play, but $3,500 is 
much larger than usual, especially since musical 
licensing costs are always more than monologue 
plays.

Seckel applied for a grant to receive help from 
Leon to pay for the play.

Along with the initial $3,500 fee, Thespians 
will also be required to give a percentage of 
profits made from tickets sold.

Still, Thespians expects to generate a profit.   
The musical will be performed in the Leon 

High auditorium.

Marching Redcoats receive 
invitation to London event

photo courtesy of Tallahassee Democrat

Senior tennis player 
prepares to graduate 
early
p. 9 
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Merit pay has many benefits
tests and quizzes together. Others, for 
example, weigh tests 70 percent and 
class work 30 percent. 

Depending on how many tests, 
quizzes and assignments teachers 
give usually depends on which option 
you like more. 

A report done by economist Raj 
Chetty of Harvard said that merit pay 
does work. 

He found that randomly placed 
kindergartners placed with more ex-
perienced teachers not only tested 
better, but were more likely to go to 
college.

They also saved and earned more 
for their retirement fund and went to 
a higher quality college.

This was all based off of com-
paring them to other kindergartners 
placed with less experienced teach-
ers. 

This evidence relates to merit pay, 
proving it does work because it en-
courages strong teacher performance.

Sometimes I feel teachers get too 
comfortable in their position and do 
not change their teaching style. 

A certain teaching style 15 years 
ago, even eight years ago, that worked 
then may not necessarily work now. 
As technology changes, so does ev-
erything else. 

If we do not adopt merit pay, how 
else are we to judge a teacher’s per-
formance? Will teachers be as moti-
vated if there is no merit pay?

By all means, I am not saying it 
is all about money with teachers, but 
there are teachers out there who are 
not pushed to do their best. 

A comparison would be a furniture 
salesman who has to meet a certain 
quota in sales at the end of the month. 
At the end of the month, if he does not 
sell his certain amount, he will have 
disappointed his employer.

However, if the next month comes 
and he does not make his goal again, 
the employer may either question him 
or he’s going to fire him.

That salesman is costing the com-
pany money.

With regards to teachers, they’re 
hurting society if they’re not trying 
their best to help a student do their 
best. 

We are the next leaders of Amer-
ica. Students will go on to become 
doctors, dentists, politicians, police 
officers, designers, photographers, 
computer analysts, business owners, 
etc.

I do my externship at Kate Sul-
livan Elementary school with a kin-
dergarten class teaching math. I’m 
just an extern, but I always walk in 
thinking I could be teaching my doc-
tor who operates on me when I’m old. 
You just never know. 

If teachers have that extra nudge, 
that extra incentive to perform better, 
we will all benefit. Merit pay needs 
to stay to in order to develop excep-
tional teachers. 
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Dear Editor,

Leon has been great so far. I’ve  
really enjoyed all the events that have 
been put on and I’m looking forward 
to the ones coming up. It would be cool 
if we could have more fun events, or 
at least maintain the amount we have 
currently. I also love all of the school 
spirit here. One suggestion I have for 
the school is getting a TV production 
class or film-making class as an elec-
tive. 

 
Sincerely,
Maya Manciagli 

Dear Editor,

I would like to address a grading 
issue I’ve seen present in this school. 
Many teachers grade harshly on 
homework,  tests, or combine the two. 
But picking just one of these items to 
hold above the rest in percent of grade 
isn’t accurate. Say a student doesn’t 
do homework, but aces the test every-
time. Most teachers rationalize it with 
sayings like, “You won’t know the 
material without homework.” Which 
clearly isn’t true in that case. The 
scenario could also be reversed to fit 
homework. All I ask is that each teach-
er grades to what the student peaks in, 
not a universal standard. People learn 
and work different ways.

Sincerely,
William Lowry 

Dear Editor,

Being a freshman at Leon High is 
truly one of the greatest experiences 
I’ve ever had. I do, however, feel that 
there needs to be more excitement 
and more students need to get hyped 
up and support their school. What I 
suggest is a few more pep rallies or 
just something to add more fun to the 
week. But as I said I do definitely love 
being a Leon Lion. This is going to be 
a great next four years with amazing 
friends and awesome. Go Lions.

Sincerely,
Cassie Lynn 

,

www.leonhighlife.com

Merit pay is something I am in-
deed in favor of, but not necessarily 
basing it off of just standardized test-
ing. 

I believe it is healthy to have 
competition amongst teachers to see 
whose students perform better on 
end-of -year exams. 

This system would keep teachers 
more on their toes than they ever have 
been before. It is a motivator to make 
sure their pupils are in tip-top shape 
to perform their best.

It could also be put in place that 
if their students do not do well on the 
exams, then there could be a potential 
proposal of job dismissal. 

It has to be done off of test scores 
because I have seen far too many 
times when teachers grade different-
ly. Some offer more extra credit than 
others or some don’t give extra credit 
at all. 

Teachers also weigh their tests and 
class work uniquely so even though 
two teachers teach the same subject, 
they weigh their grades differently. 

Being a senior, I’ve had my share 
of teachers and know their grading-
styles. Some combine class work, 
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“I’m not opposed to 
merit on principle, but 
the practical application 
is very problematic.” 
–Social studies teacher Josh 
Stewart

@TheLeonHighLife
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Merit pay poses many inevitable flaws

It is that time of year again, 
election time. This year there are 
many controversial issues that 
will be discussed over the coming 
weeks. However, one of the biggest 
issues plaguing Florida, and 
schools in particular, is the issue of 
standardized tests and teacher merit 
pay. 

Two years ago an extremely 
controversial bill came through 
the Florida House and Senate and 
finally found its way onto former 
Governor Charlie Crist’s desk. The 
bill eliminated the acknowledgement 
of teachers who had achieved tenure 
and said that all teachers should be 
paid off of how well their students 
perform on standardized tests, 
such as the Florida Comprehension 
Assessment Test (FCAT) and tests 
like it.

At the time, Crist, looking to get 
elected into the United States House 
of Representatives, vetoed the bill. 
However, last year, when current 
Governor Rick Scott took office, an 
almost identical version of the tenure 
bill became his first bill to be signed 

Marcie Gsteiger-Cox
High Life Editorial Editor

Write a Letter to the Editor.
Bring letters to Room IA4 or write to us 

online at www.leonhighlife.com

Have an opinion? Get it in the paper.

“...determining a teacher’s 
pay off of their student’s 
performance blatantly    
favors the teachers who 
happen to teach high- 

performing kids.”

“All [teacher merit pay] is going to do is cause contention be-
tween teachers because if a teacher doesn’t get merit pay they are 
going to resent the ones that do...it’s too arbitrary, there’s no way 
to make it objective. We all do the same work, we should all get 
the same pay.” -Social studies teacher Lewis Tillman

“I don’t believe in merit pay. I don’t think there is any way the 
state can decide who the best teachers are because every teacher 
has different types of students...the Legislature should just vote to 
give us pay raises...I am opposed to merit pay, I don’t think it can 
be done fairly.” -Social studies teacher Scott Brown

into law.
While this bill may seem fine 

and good on the surface, beneath 
this facade is a myriad of destructive 
fine print.

It boils down to this: determining 
a teacher’s pay off of their students’ 
test performance blatantly favors the 
teachers who happen to teach high- 
performing kids. A mediocre teacher 
has the possibility of being paid 
more than 
the best 
teacher 
in the 
world, just 
because 
his or her 
motivated 
students 
out-
performed 
the 
average 
student that the amazing teacher 
taught. This is not fair.

A student’s ability to test well is 
not just a reflection of the teacher, 
either. Thousands of other factors 
go into how well they perform. 
Factors like family background, 
socioeconomic status and prior 
teachers have major influences on 
how much a student learns in a 
given year.

A second major problem with 
the teacher merit pay bill is how it 
will affect a teacher’s teaching style. 
Instead of teaching in a variety of 
ways that appeal to all students, 
teachers are forced to alter their 
preferred methods to teach to one 
test.

As it has been demonstrated time 
and time again, teaching to a test 
has never benefited students as they 

no longer 
receive 
the well-
rounded 
and 
complete 
education 
they 
deserve.

More 
important 
than all 
of this, 
however, is 

the fact that teacher unions, organi-
zations comprised of the people who 
would supposedly “benefit” from the 

merit pay system are against the idea.
Another glaring issue with the 

merit pay bill that went through the 
Florida House and Senate pertained 
to a way the bill was written. In 
one of the last lines of the bill, a 
stipulation was added that teachers 
would only get the extra pay they 
earned through the merit pay system 
IF there was enough money left in 
the Florida budget after everything 
else was paid for. 

Having that stipulation within the 
bill makes the whole thing a sham. 
Instead of giving teachers the job 
security and dependable salary they 
truly deserve, merit-based pay takes 
both of those things away. Teachers 
hold the most important jobs in 
America. They educate the youth, 
the next generation that is going to 
be taking over the nation in years to 
come.

Merit pay dissuades qualified 
individuals from entering the 
profession because they are not 
guaranteed protection of employment  
even with  oustanding performances.

“I know there are a lot of negative things that go along with 
[merit pay]. But, I feel like if  [the Legislature] had the money 
to do it, it wouldn’t be as bad as people make it out to be. But, 
we don’t actually have the money to put merit pay into action.” 
-English teacher Stephanie Toliver

Leon High Life
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‘Mane Grill’ making a difference    
Caitlin Ray
High Life Staff Writer 

 Experienced culinary students prepare and deliver lunches to teachers

Established by Leon’s culinary 
department, the Mane Grill provides 
a luncheon option for teachers and 
faculty around Leon. The Mane Grill, 
once called the Red Paw Café, is 
solely run and operated by culinary 
students who make and deliver the 
food.

Culinary teacher Karen Watson 
first started the Red Paw Café and is 
now in charge of the Mane Grill. The 
luncheons happen once every two 
weeks and cost $6 per meal. 

“Teachers have to pre-order and 
pre-pay,” Watson said. 

Teachers must also place orders by 
the Friday prior to the next luncheon. 
The students then make a grocery 
list of all necessary ingredients for 
Watson, who purchases the food 
Monday morning. 

English teacher Helen Moran 
attended this year’s first luncheon.

“The food is excellent and I think it 
is really good for the students,” Moran 
said. “They are learning essentially 
how to run a business, how to run a 

restaurant and I just think it is good 
for them and it is great for teachers.” 

There are a total of 15 students in 
the fourth-period culinary class. To 
partake in making luncheons, students 
must qualify to take  culinary III and 

make no lower than a B in culinary 
II. 

In the beginning of the first 
semester, students write a business 
plan and come up with the product they 
are going to sell. This year’s students 

chose to do a teacher restaurant with 
the goal of making a profit. Any 
money they make goes right back 
into the culinary fund to help pay 
for groceries and supplies. However, 
if the students make a surplus profit 
by the end of the year, they get to do 
something special for themselves. 

The current meals that are being 
offered consist of two or three different 
types of sandwiches and salads, chili 
and possibly soup in the winter. 

“We are trying our best to make 
quality food for the Leon staff members 
for a good price,” said culinary chef 
Mikayla Nichols, a senior. “It truly is 
good food and I would buy it any day 
over Zaxby’s or Chick-fil-A.” 

In order to increase participation, 
culinary plans on doing 100 percent 
delivery to teachers and faculty.

Only 10 teachers took part in the 
last luncheon, versus about a quarter 
of all teachers in the past. 

“It just makes sense to deliver it 
instead of having only two teachers 
show up and us having to set up the 
entire dining room,” Watson said. 

 

Senior culinary students Daniel Hoch and Kristi Turner prepare food for the Mane 
Grill luncheon.

Kate Milford

FLVS utilized as learning option
Both teachers and students participate in program
Tess Johnson
High Life News Editor 

Math teacher Art Skelly contacts one of 
his FLVS students.

Kate Milford

Florida Virtual School is an 
online schooling option. In Leon 
County, FLVS has established its 
own franchise, thereby generating 
money for the Leon school district, 
and ensuring all FLVS teachers are 
local.

For FLVS, the student will 
teach him or herself the material 
online, and will call their allotted 
FLVS teacher to either be quizzed 
or tested on the material they were 
to cover. At Leon High School, 
currently 400 students are enrolled 
with FLVS. Math teacher Art 
Skelly doubles as an online FLVS 
teacher.

Skelly was recommended for 
the position three years ago, and 
is currently teaching Algebra II 
online with 30 students. 

“Working for FLVS is like 
having an extra class,” Skelly said.

While some enjoy taking online 
classes, others disagree with the 
online method and would prefer to 
be in a classroom.

“I don’t know how some of 
these students manage both online 
classes and their school schedules,” 
Skelly said. “FLVS can be a lot of 

work.”
Due to the extra time FLVS 

requires, Skelly is unsure if he will 
continue teaching online classes in 
coming years.

There are several students around 
Leon who enjoy FLVS. The program 
grants students the opportunity to take 
or re-take classes if they are unable to 
take these classes in school.

Junior Lizzie Neal is one of many 
students who is currently taking an 
FLVS course on top of her other 
classes. Enrolled in Pre-Calculus, 
Neal has the opportunity of earning an 
additional math credit. 

“Taking Pre-Calculus online lets 
me learn at my own pace, and frees up 
some extra time,” Neal said.

Class fees mounting for students
Logan McLanahan
High Life Staff Writer

From year to year, class fees have 
wavered from high to extremely 
low. This year, some students at 
Leon have been talking about how 
the class fees are unusually high.

Senior Jessica Liu is active 
in Cheerleading and Student 
Government, along with other clubs 
around Leon.

“Since I’m in several clubs, the 
fees can get a bit over the top because 
with those fees there are also t-shirts 
that club members can purchase,” 
senior Jessica Lui said. 

Leon’s administration is in charge 
of deciding class fees, while making 
sure they are not exorbitantly high. 

Assistant Principal of Curriculum 
Sarah Hembree works to ensure 
this.

“I have two kids in public school 
and I always joke about how public 
education isn’t free anymore,” 
Hembree said.

“The fees you pay are going to 
pay for your labs and anything other 
than the textbooks.”

Class fees don’t roll over from 
year to year.

For each fee students pay for a 
class, every bit of the money will be 
used throughout that year.

If a student is unable to pay class 
fees, Leon will waive the fees and try to 
find a way to help pay for that student 
in the class.

Many students have complained 
about science and art classes requiring 
fees to be paid.

“We need so many supplies for all 
of our projects,” Art teacher Emily 
Hodges said.

“But we try to make sure they aren’t 
too much to ask for.”

Students involved in clubs outside 
of class have also complained about 
how the fees are adding up.

But they understand that being part 
of a club is an extracurricular activity. 

“Students choose to participate 
in those extracurricular activities,” 
Hembree said. “They aren’t required 
to be in them in order to graduate or 
anything.” 

The more fundraising the club 
participants do, the more money that 
does not come out of their pockets.

As the amount of students at Leon 
increases, so does the amount of 
supplies needed for bigger classes. 

With a class of roughly 580 
freshmen, the fees had to be adjusted to 
match the enormous class size. 

The Leon administration hopes to 
keep the fees reasonable and  avoid 
them from sky-rocketing.

LeonHighLife1
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Freshman embraces effects of condition 
Ellen-Claire Newell
High Life Features Editor

Ellen-Claire Newell
High Life News Writer

giraffes, zebras, water buffalo, antelope and many 
types of birds. He likes bird watching the best 
because birds are his favorite animals to watch.

Along with just seeing all kinds of animals, 
Nicholson has ridden a donkey in Mexico and got-
ten on a zebra in Africa.

Nicholson admits he’s jealous of his mom, 
Sharon Nicholson, because she got to sit on the 
guard alligator of a village. She’s a meteorologist, 
who takes Nicholson all around the world to 
meetings with her.

"Ronnie has always been a great travel partner. 
You never know what he’s up to,” Sharon Nicholson 
said. “He’s always doing things on his own. One 
time, in Brazil, when he was 7, he played a prank 
on me. He put candy in my purse, so when we went 
back to the tree house, there were so many monkey’s 
all over me to get candy out of my purse.”

Not only does Ronnie Nicholson go to meetings, 
but he gets to experience countries. The meetings 
are a week to a week and a half, and then the other 
half of the week, he and his mom “play tourist.”

Leaving for two weeks at a time does not effect 
Nicholson’s school make-up work. For most of his 
classes, he writes in a day-to-day travel journal that 
he gets from whatever country he’s visiting.

Nicholson considered online school in both 
elementary and middle school, but he loves hanging 
out and interacting with people too much to not 
receive a traditional learning experience.  

Reed Smith, a friend of Nicholson’s, has gone 
to both Raa Middle School and Leon High School 
with Nicholson.

"He’s very fortunate for his mom to take him 
to the places he goes. He has good gifts and stories 
for his friends, and he’s never arrogant about it," 
Smith said.

ly, she says otherwise.
“People would stare. It was re-

ally hard to cope with it in middle 
school, because I didn’t really want 
to tell anybody,” Harrison said. “I 
would wear hats all throughout sev-
enth grade. People already knew, but 
I just didn’t want anyone to see me 

without hair.
“Some friends didn’t understand,” 

she added. “But I also had some 
friends that stepped up and supported 
me through it all.”

Madeline Sipple, a friend who was 
there when they discovered Harrison’s 
Alopecia, has been there for Harrison 

since middle school.
“I've always loved Sydney,” Sipple 

said. “But when she got her disease, 
she didn't think about how people saw 
her anymore, and she'd always just be 
herself.”

Said Harrison: “Alopecia is more 
prevalent in older people and little 
kids, so to get it at my age is very 
uncommon.”

Harrison gets a variety of questions 
from all ages. She laughs about it, and 
says it has gotten her to be more open 
about what she has.

“I get things like ‘Where are 
you in your chemo?’, ‘Do you have 
cancer?’, ‘Are you recovering?’ and 
‘Did you shave your head?’” Harrison 
said. “I could write a 250-page book 
of different ways people ask.”

Sydney does not notice the staring 
as much as her sister or mom, which 
in her case, is for the better, Harrison’s 
mom Toni Harrison admits.

"When Sydney got Alopecia, she 
just had to give up control and let it all 
go. She had to live inside out, instead 
of outside in,” Toni Harrison said.

Getting through middle school 
can be tough. Friends change, people 
mature and the world of high school 
is fast approaching. Adding to this 
pre-teen stress, freshman Sydney 
Harrison had to cope with sudden 
hair loss, caused by the autoimmune 
condition Alopecia Universalis.

When she was 12 years old, 
Harrison started losing patches of 
hair on her head due to Alopecia. 
Since then, the disease has caused 
her to lose hair on her legs, arms and 
eyebrows.

Junior Brooke Harrison, Sydney’s 
older sister, remembers exactly how 
she and her mom discovered her 
sister’s autoimmune condition.

“It was the spring of sixth grade,” 
Brooke Harrison said. “My mom and 
I were sitting in the car watching her 
play tennis, and the wind blew her 
hair. We looked down and saw a small 
bald spot on the crown of her head.”

Physically, Sydney Harrison’s hair 
loss has not affected her. But mental-

From Germany, Austria and Norway to Switzer-
land, Spain, London and France, sophomore Ron-
nie Nicholson has been traveling the world since he 
was an infant.   

“Europe is one of my top favorite places,” 
Nicholson said. “The atmosphere is a lot like New 
York, because of all the character everywhere, but 
it’s nicer and cleaner.”

Nicholson has been to Germany 12 times 
because he has a lot of family there and his mom’s 
job holds meetings there often. He can understand 
German when someone speaks it to him but he 
cannot speak it himself. To practice, Nicholson goes 
to a German camp up in Minnesota for a month 
during the summer.

“German camp is about the same as a regular 
summer camp,”  Nicholson said. “All of the activities 
are the same, just the food, music and architecture 
are German. You have to speak German as much as 
you can, and everything is written in German.”

Nicholson has also been to Africa three times, 
including once for his first birthday. Some of his 
favorite memories have taken place there. 

“We got to really go into the wilderness,” 
Nicholson said. “It was me, my mom and our guide. 
No one else. We got to see so many cool things, like 
tracking a leopard.

“There were moments when spending the night 
out there was actually very scary because my 
mom and I were told that if we saw a lion to stand 
completely still, and if it charges at us, not to move, 
and just stare at it, because, that’s all you really can 
do.”

On his trips, Nicholson has seen elephants, 

Freshman Sydney Harrison proudly accepts the fact that she has Alopecia 
Universalis.

Brooke Harrison

photo courtesy of Sharon Nicholson

photo courtesy of Sharon Nicholson

Ronnie Nicholson poses with his tour guide while 
exploring Botswana, Africa. 

Ronnie Nicholson tracks a leopard in Botswana, Africa. 

@TheLeonHighLife
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In this year’s superintendent of schools  
race for Leon County, Sabrina M. Allen 
is running against current Superintendent 
Jackie Pons. Allen has taught English and 
reading in several Leon County Schools, 
as well as Tallahassee Community College 
and Florida State University. 

Allen opposes Pons 

 On the ballot for this election are 
11 proposed changes to the Florida 
Constitution. The amendments deal with 
taxes and government revenue, while 
others focus on abortion, religion, the 
judicial system and the state university 
system. 

Proposed Amendments to 
the Florida Constitution

Half-Penny Sales Tax up for renewal in Leon County

The Half-Penny Sales Tax was 
originally passed in 2002, and is 
set to expire in 2012, unless the 
majority of voters in Leon County 
vote to retain it.  

The Half-Penny Sales Tax is a 
tax of 50 percent of one cent of ev-
ery dollar spent on a taxable good 
in Leon County. 

With the money from the half-
penny tax, brick and mortar reno-

Caroline Walker 
High Life Features Editor 

vations, such as irrigation, and new 
wings, can be built. 

“It allows us to do stuff to the 
structure of Leon that we would 
not be able to do otherwise,” said 
Assistant Principal of Curriculum 
Sarah Hembree. 

According to a brochure put 
together by the Capital Improve-
ments Review Team (CIRT), an 
unbiased community group that 
allocates how the money from the 
half-penny tax is spent, Leon has 
spent $7,398,441 of half-penny 

sales tax money on renovations 
since it was instated in 2002. 

If renewed, Leon will receive 
$4,432,534 minimum from the 
half-penny sales tax. 

To give an example of what 
half-penny money is used for, ac-
cording to Principal Billy Epting, 
a typical computer in a school lasts 
for three years. After three years, 
the computers have either been 
broken, or so much new technol-
ogy has come out, they need to be 
replaced. 

If half-penny money was not 
available, computers would have 
to last for approximately seven 
years. 

Epting likened  the computer 
situation to owning a cell phone.

“Imagine having the same cell 
phone for seven years,” Epting 
said.

If the half-penny does not re-
ceive enough votes to be retained, 
schools would have to look to 
other sources inside the school to 
fund new renovations.

Voters face critical issues at the polls
Local Issues:

One Florida seat is up for election in the 
United States Senate. Republican Connie Mack 
is running against 12-year incumbent  Democrat 
Bill Nelson. In the United States House of 
Representatives, 27 seats are up for election. 
The Florida Senate has 40 seats up for election, 
and in the Florida House of Representatives 
there are 120 seats up for election.   

House of Representatives 
and Senate seats

The Economy

Welfare Programs   
Welfare is defined by Google as, “Statu-

tory procedure or social effort designed to 
promote the basic physical and material 
well-being of people in need.”  In general,  
Obama favors expanding health care and 
lowering costs for families.  Romney pro-
poses a plan that would allow the states to 
create their own health care plans. Welfare 
includes programs such as Social Security.

 

Foreign Policy
 Foreign policy will likely be a deciding 

factor in this election. President Obama 
has a plan to transfer security to the Afghan 
people and end the war by 2014. Obama 
also seeks to strengthen military alliances 
and limit nuclear weapons.  Romney 
expects to have  control transferred to 
the Afghan people by 2014, and seeks 
to end corruption in the government in 

Afghanistan and get rid of insurgent groups like the Taliban. 

According to the United States Bureau 
of Labor Statistics, the unemployment rate 
dropped to an annual low in September. 
Romney wants to lower taxes, regulation 
and government spending, while increas-
ing foreign trade and energy production. 
Obama would remove tax cuts to compa-
nies that ship American jobs overseas, pro-

vide incentives for businesses hiring Americans, enhance education-
al programs for Americans and cut taxes for the middle class. 

National Issues:
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Why should 
teens care?
Brooke Harrison
High Life Features Editor

I have never been particularly 
interested in politics. 

This current election season 
was, at one point, no exception. 
Important people talk about impor-
tant stuff that doesn’t concern me. 

I’m not completely ignorant, I 
promise. I knew what I needed to 
know about our government and 
political system, and I thought that 
was enough.

But as this election is drawing 
to a close, I find myself asking 
this question: Why should I care? 
My friends say I should care. The 
press says I should care. President 
Barack Obama and Governor Mitt 
Romney say I should care.

This was enough to pique my 
interest. But now, I must deter-
mine for myself why or why not I 
should care about America’s politi-
cal system.

In some ways, I am writing 
this article to attempt to convince 
myself that caring, and being 
knowledgeable about politics, is a 
good thing.

I think, first and foremost, it is 
important to realize that voting is 
a privilege. As American citizens, 
we have the freedom, and the 
right, to choose our leaders. 

People living in other countries 
do not always have this privilege. 
I believe that learning about the 
birth of our country and how our 
government came to be is the first 
step to truly appreciating the privi-
lege we have in voting. 

After recognizing the opportu-
nity we have as American citizens, 
we have the responsibility to take 
it seriously. Teens don’t seem to 
realize that what is going on in 
government will actually affect 
them. If not now, then later. 

We have so many excuses for 
turning a blind eye to government. 
I’m too young. I can’t vote. I’m 
too busy. 

These were my excuses, as 
well. Voting isn’t in my immediate 
future and I am focused on surviv-
ing my junior year. So why waste 
time researching the issues?

Here’s the catch – when vot-

in politics starts with your local 
community,” Hembree said.   

I don’t think it’s too late for any of 
us who have decided that politics do 

ing sneaks 
up on you, 
you’re un-
prepared. 

“It is 
woeful how 
few people 
actually go 
and vote and 
know what 
they’re vot-
ing about,” 
Assistant 
Principal 
Sarah Hem-
bree said. 

Instead 
of figuring 
out for your-
self which 
political 
party or can-
didate best 
represents 
your values 
and interests, 
you rely on 
the media, 
or your best 
friend, or 
your parents, 
to tell you 
who to vote 
for. However, 
depending on one source for your 
information is not enough.

“You need to have a wide 
source of information,” Principal 
Billy Epting said. “For me, 
knowledge about a subject is the 
key to being able to make a wise 
choice.”

As teens, we enjoy making 
decisions for ourselves. Growing 
up is about maturing and thinking 
for oneself. So why is it different 
for us when it comes to politics?

“You have to evaluate what 
your personal viewpoints are,” 
social studies teacher Josh Stewart 
said. “Then you have to go out and 
find the candidate that most repre-
sents your viewpoints.”

It may sound cliché, but I am 
proud to be an American. I am 
ready to give up my indifference 
and embrace an active, rather than 
passive, role as a citizen. 

 “I think a way to be involved 

The two presidential candidates, Governor Mitt Romney and President Barack 
Obama, pose for pictures at a recent debate.

This data, which was taken from a limited number of social studies classes, is a repre-
sentation of each grade’s opinion regarding the Presidential Election. 

Freshman Class Sophomore Class

Junior Class Senior Class

mean something. I am 16 years 
old, and there is still time to 
prepare. 

Undecided
Obama
Romney
Other
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Richard McHenry has been 
teaching at Leon High School since 
1976, making this his 37th year in 
the classroom.

However, he has not taught 
chemistry his entire career at Leon. 

He began teaching biology and 
then he taught two years of earth 
science. 

McHenry has been teaching 
chemistry since 1987, and taught an 
additional physical science class one 
time in 1988.

Between chemistry and biology, 
McHenry prefers teaching chemistry.

“It seems in biology, there is a lot 
of memorization, where chemistry 
deals with more problem-solving 
skills,” McHenry said.

McHenry did not grow up in 
Tallahassee. In fact, growing up, he 
did not even live in Florida.

He lived in Sheboygan, 
Wisconsin until he went to Saint 
Procopius School in Illinois. 

McHenry taught at a Catholic 
grade school in Joliet, Illinois.

Then, in 1973, he moved to Ocala 
as the assistant basketball coach at 

Ocala Vanguard High School, where 
he worked for three years.

Finally, in 1976, McHenry 
came to Leon to work as the head 
basketball coach and a science 
teacher.

“One of the chemistry teachers 
left, so the principal asked me to do 
it,” McHenry said.

He was the head basketball coach 
for 10 years until he quit. 

“I had a good time, but I had to 

McHenry keeps on teaching

give it up,” McHenry said. “I had a 
daughter who was three and my son 
was one. I needed to spend more 
time with them.”

One of his most memorable 
moments was when Cheryl Hines, a 
student of his, asked him to prom in 
1982. 

Hines, an accomplished actress 
who has appeared in shows like Curb 
Your Enthusiasm and Suburgatory, 
was in McHenry’s biology class 

Courtney Young
High Life Features Editor

Richard McHenry laughs with his third period AP Chemistry students as they learn 
thermochemistry.

along with English teacher Marty 
Towey. 

When Leon celebrated its 100-
year anniversary, Hines was the 
keynote speaker. 

“She was on stage and started 
talking about it,” McHenry said. 
“The crowd really got a laugh out of 
it.”

Even though McHenry has only 
taught at two schools, he wouldn’t 
want to teach at any other school.

“You hear that schools up north 
have a higher education level than 
the south,” McHenry said. “But Leon 
is comparable to the ones up north.” 

“He was my biology teacher in 
1982. I enjoyed having him. He 
was very funny and would al-
ways tell stories with his accent. 
His passion for science made 
him such a good teacher.” 
- English teacher Marty Towey

“McHenry continues to galva-
nize his students through his 
tough teaching style, requiring 
students to think for them-
selves.”- Junior Amber Herrle

Beloved chemistry teacher is in his 37th year at Leon and still going strong

1997 2007

1977 1987

Mina Kaji

Photos of Richard McHenry, every decade since 1977, courtesy of the Lion’s Tale.

@TheLeonHighLife



Senior Mary Phillips 
Smith will graduate from 
Leon early in December 
and attend Georgia 
Southern University on a 
tennis scholarship.  

Smith has been an 
important part of the Leon 
tennis program since her 
freshman year.

“We are so happy for 
her,” head tennis coach 
Kevin Record said. “We 
will miss her, but we are 
thankful for her three years 
in the program,”

GSU was Smith’s  top 
choice for college. 

“It was a really tough 
decision,” Smith said. “I love Leon 
and the tennis team and playing for 
Coach Record. But this was a really 
good opportunity.”

Smith started playing tennis at 
the age of four. She grew up playing 
different sports but enjoyed tennis 
the most and decided to focus all of 
her time on it. 

Smith has been playing 
competitive tennis since she was 10 
years old. 

She credits her success to having 
a positive attitude on the court and 
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Tennis starter to graduate early
Teams should 

spend time to-
gether

Peltier  ‘studies’ soccer abroad
Mina Kaji
High Life Sports Editor

One team. One heart beat. 
That is what was written across 

the back of my seventh-grade 
basketball shirt.

I fully believe that quote should 
be the motto for every team. 

A team is expected to work and 
perform as a unit. Each person has 
their own individual talent that they 
put forth for the greater good of 
the team. In order for any team to 
perform like a well-oiled machine, 
the players must have a special bond 
to one another.

That bond is formed just as much 
on the field, as it is off of it. 

It is of the utmost importance 
that the team spends time together to 
get to know each other. 

Every coach should stress 
the importance of building those 
relationships. Not only should the 
players have good relationships with 
each other, but the player-coach 
relationship is equally as important. 

It’s as simple as having team 
dinners, going bowling or attending 
other sporting events together. 

Once each person gets to know 
their teammates on a more friendship-
like level, the performance of the 
game changes. 

You cannot expect to 
automatically have those bonds 
with each other. It takes time and 
patience. 

Being able to understand the way 
the person beside you thinks during 
the game and how they are going 
to react to certain things, will allow 
you to feed off of that.

When everyone is on the same 
page, it’s a thing of beauty. Plays 
begin to form and success isn’t too 
far away. 

As Abraham Lincoln said, “A 
house divided against itself cannot 
stand.”

Team drama is bound to happen, 
especially if you are on a team with 
20 other girls. Not everyone is going 
to agree 100 percent of the time. 

Finding a solution to the problem 
is much easier when you can sit down 
with one another and discuss it as, 
not only teammates, but as friends. 

Looking back at the past three 
years of my athletic career at Leon, 
there is one thing in particular that 
stands out to me.

It was taking the time to build 
relationships with people who soon 
became my best friends.

www.leonhighlife.com

always giving 100 percent effort. 
“She worked hard every day and 

was all in,” Record said. “When your 
top player is all in, the whole team is 
too.”

Smith played No. 2 singles her 
freshman year, behind fellow team 
mate and doubles partner Caroline 
Shafer. But Smith played No. 1 during 
her sophomore and junior years. 

Smith and Shafer have been 
double partners for the past six years. 

“Our games complimented each 
other and we had some pretty amazing 

wins,” Shafer said. “She was 
such a team player and I’m 
going to remember winning 
state doubles our sophomore 
year, and how good it felt to 
share that experience with 
her,” 

Smith was a part of the 2010 
and 2011 state championship 
teams. In 2012, Smith and 
Shafer were runners-up at No. 
1 doubles. 

“We all wanted to win and 
it helped,” Smith said. “You 
never know what is going to 
happen,”

Smith is excited about the 
atmosphere, coach and team at 
GSU.

“Coach Record always 
stressed being a good team 
player,” Smith said. 

Smith does not have specific 
plans on what she is going to study 
in college.  

“I love tennis,” Smith said. “I 
love being on the court and pushing 
myself to get better,”  

Smith is interested in furthering 
her tennis career by trying out for the 
pro circuit. 

“I’m going to miss having her 
around. I already do,” Shafer said. 
“But she came across an amazing 
opportunity and I wish her nothing 
but the best.”

Junior Sam Peltier’s love for 
soccer took him to a place he never 
imagined he would go: Argentina.  

Peltier, along with two other Leon 
High School students, decided to 
spend their sophomore years abroad. 
Faced with a language barrier, and 
leaving all of his friends and family 
behind, there was one thing that kept 
Peltier going, and that was the sport 
of soccer.

His decision to travel to Argentina 
was based on his passion for the 
game. He’d always wanted to play 
soccer there, and the foreign exchange 
program gave him the opportunity to 
do so.       He played with a local 
team. They had their own techniques 
and style that Peltier had to adjust to, 
but after getting more comfortable 
with the teammates and the coach, he 
noticed himself improving vastly.

“In the beginning, it was hard to 
understand the coach,” Peltier said. “I 
didn’t speak Spanish, but it got easier, 
day after day.”

Peltier now feels that Argentina is 

his home away from home. He hopes 
that his training in Argentina will give 
him an extra dimension to his game.  

“When I first kicked a soccer ball, 
I knew it was the sport for me,” Peltier 
said. 

Peltier plays right defender and 
has always played defense. He started 
playing travel soccer when he was 
13, and then made the varsity team at 
Leon his freshman year.  

Now, he plays soccer five days 
a week, with tournaments on the 
weekend. He has high hopes for the 
team this year, and hopes to win 
districts. He says the Leon soccer 

team is truly a team. 
Peltier loves getting to play with 

his friends, especially junior Wheeler 
Landers, who has been his friend and 
teammate since middle school.

“Sam is one of those rare players 
that helps our team, not only on 
defense, but he can also join into the 
attack,” Landers said. 

Along with the teammates, the 
coaches also value Peltier’s talent and 
contribution to the team.

“Peltier’s a very good defender,” 
assistant coach Dan Wessner said. 
“He will be one of the top defenders 
on varsity this year.” 

Savannah Watson
High Life Sports Editor

photo courtesy of Mary Phillips Smith

Junior Sam Peltier poses with some of his close friends and classmates in 
Argentina. 

photo courtesy of Franco  Martinez

Smith serves the ball during a tennis match at Leon 
High School last year.

Savannah Watson 
High Life Sports Editor
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Graham rebounds to become key leader
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Trio of freshmen make early varsity impact

John Ike Smith-Schoenwalder
High Life Sports Writer

John Ike Smith-Schoenwalder
High Life Sports Editor

photo courtesy of Tim Yoho

Captain Holton Graham, far left, and lineman Thomas Aaron, 
far right, help linebacker D’Anfernee McGriff off the field.

Janie Jansen

Senior Holton Graham has become a leader 
and key performer on the Leon varsity football 
team after overcoming a season-ending ACL 
injury last fall.

A week before last season’s Leon-Godby 
game, Graham felt something in his leg. He 
was told that a ligament could’ve been torn, 
but he didn’t believe it and ignored it. 

However, during the ensuing game, he  
was tackled and immediately knew he had torn 
something. He went to a doctor and was shown 
that he had torn his ACL. 

After months of rehab, Graham has returned 
to football. 

“It was a hard time to get through,” Graham 
said. “Learning that I couldn’t play football for 
the rest of the year was tough to hear.”

He dedicates almost four hours every day to 
football. He does weight lifting for one hour, study 
hall for another and then football, usually for two-
and-a-half to three hours.

Graham and the Leon team have bounced back 
this year after losing many star players. 

“This year, our team isn’t about certain 

individuals, like the last couple years,” Graham 
said. “Now our team is about all of us. We work 
together.

“Before games, I like to yell and scream at my 
teammates to get them pumped up and ready for 
the game.”

After hard work and dedication, Graham has 
become a captain and a role model.

“He is an outstanding leader and player for 
our football team,” head coach Bill Ragans 
said. “He epitomizes what a student athlete 
should be.”

Said Graham: “Well, I like being a leader 
for our team because I get to talk at the pep 
rallies. And one of my favorite perks about 
being a senior is that on pep rally days, I get 
to run around the school and into classes while 
painted and screaming.”

Graham said his favorite memory from 
the Leon football experience came during his 
freshman year, when he was playing against 
Wakulla and it was pouring down rain. He liked 
how the ground was slippery and muddy and 
also how everyone would slip if they ran.

His least favorite memory is when he was a 
sophomore playing against Lincoln. Leon lost, 
10-3.
“Being a senior on the football team is tough,” 

Graham said. “Thinking about how it’s your last 
year playing for Leon is very emotional, but I want 
to make the most out of my senior year. I love 
our tradition of ringing the bell after scoring and 
‘pulling the rope.’

“Football is special to me. I couldn’t imagine 
life without it.” 

photo courtesy of Bill Ragans 

most consistent servers,” Strickland 
said. “Look for her to be on the court 
in a defensive position next year.”

Although Haben is a freshman, 
she has easily become friends with 
her teammates.

“Ej is a great player whom I’ve 
become very close with on and off the 
court,” junior Sydney Chick said.

Pickron, 14, who has only played 
volleyball for four years, has elevated 

her skills and is now on the varsity 
team. She has been playing volleyball 
since she was in the fifth grade.

“I chose volleyball because it 
challenges me in different ways,” 
Pickron said. “Being on the varsity 
team as a freshman is amazing.

“I have gotten an opportunity that 
not many people receive.” 

Pickron is always smiling and 
stays composed during games and 

Freshmen Ej Haben, Grace 
Pickron and Daijah Washington are 
the youngest players on the varsity 
volleyball squad. After losing many 
seniors from last year, volleyball head 
coach Angie Strickland decided that 
there needed to be a change. 

“Expectations are always high 
after you win a state championship,” 
Washington said. “The team is 
working hard and adapting to the loss 
of eight seniors.”

Haben, Pickron and Washington 
understand that they will have to fill 
important roles for the varsity team. 

These girls, along with the rest of 
the varsity team, practice volleyball 
and condition for three to four hours 
every day.

The team has practice for three-
and-a-half hours, six days a week. 
They have a two-and-a-half hour 
team practice, and then they have a 
one-hour Titus conditioning class, 
or every once in awhile, a volleyball 
class. 

Haben is 15 years old and has 
been playing volleyball since she was 
eight. She chose volleyball because 
she thought it seemed like a great 
experience. 

“She (Haben) is an incoming 
freshman from Florida High who is 
a defensive specialist and one of our 

clutch moments.
“Grace is a poised, left-handed 

right-side hitter that stays calm on the 
court and is one of our best listeners,” 
Strickland said, “She will be an impact 
player in the years to come.”

Said Pickron: “My favorite part of 
the Leon team is all of the friends I 
have made.

“These girls aren’t just teammates, 
but my sisters too.”

Washington has been playing 
volleyball for six years. She played 
for three years at Deerlake Middle 
School. 

“As a freshman, Daijah is one of 
our most talented incoming hitters,” 
Strickland said. “We should see her 
making an impact next year as we 
are graduating our two senior outside 
hitters.”

Washington is a determined player 
who always works hard to improve 
her game.

Present this ad for 
15% off any service! 

Freshmen Grace Pickron, Ej Haben and Daijah Washington are the only three 
freshmen on the varsity volleyball squad. 

LeonHighLife1
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 Smith plans on fueling Lions
Senior hopes to use leadership skills to lead Leon on post-season run

Freshman Selby Proctor, currently ranked No.5 in the city of Tallahassee, poses on 
the first tee at Capital City Country Club.

Sarah Schrader-Nahoom
High Life Sports Editor 

www.leonhighlife.com

Senior Cameron Smith knew what 
he was born to do from the moment 
he dribbled a basketball.

As the basketball season looms 
closer and closer, Smith could not 
be more excited to jump-start a great 
season as the team is focused on one 
thing: improving.

Smith was not happy with how last 
season ended with a record of 24-6.

Last year, the Lions got  knocked 
out of the second round of the 
basketball playoffs by a team that 
Smith thought they should have 
beaten.

“It was not the way we wanted the 
season to end,” Smith said. “But, we 
got selfish and sloppy and things got 
out of hand.”

Smith is looking to improve not 
just his own game, but that of the 
team, as well. Smith hopes that the 
players tighten up and trust each other 
so that they can make better decisions 
on the court.

Freshman Selby Proctor is the 
youngest golfer on Leon’s varsity 
girls golf team this year and is making 
quite a stir already. 

“It’s been a long time since we’ve 
had a ninth grader that has made that 
kind of an impact,” golf coach Betsy 
Fisher said. “She seems like she’s been 
a veteran since she’s been playing for 
years and she also brings emphasis to 
the team.”

Proctor is ranked fifth in 
Tallahassee with an average nine-
hole score of 49.3. She is joined on 
the girls golf team by seniors Ashley 
Schmitz and Mary Wilson and juniors 
Mackenzie Teek, Caylin Brown and 
April Bradley. 

Proctor knew going into the sea-
son that the golf team was low on 
players and they were not going to 
have many freshmen. 

“I feel like, as a freshman, more 
people next year will be inspired to 
play as freshmen too,” Proctor said. 

Proctor feels pressure knowing 
that Fisher wants her to improve her 

game this year. Her current record is 
46 for a nine-hole course and 85 for 
an 18-hole course. 

Next year, two of the seniors on 
the girls golf team will be graduating, 
so the attention will be even more 
focused on Proctor and other players. 
She plans on golfing all four years in 
high school and aspires to play golf 
in college. 

“We all get along and I definitely 
look up to the older players,” Proctor 
said. “So, it will be different when they 
leave next year. I will be following 
their shadows.” 

High schools need at least four 
golfers playing on a team to compete. 
This year, Proctor, Schmitz, Wilson 
and Brown are the four main players, 
while Teek and Bradley are the tran-
sitional players. 

“I am so happy to have Selby on 
the golf team this year,” Brown said. 
“She has brought so much talent and 
energy to our team and has a great 
personality.” 

Even though she is younger than 
the rest of the players, Proctor gets 
along well with the team.

“Selby is a great golfer and a re-
ally great person,” Teek said. 

Proctor’s aspiration for golf be-
gan when she was young. She started 
playing from ages five until she was 
10, when she took a brief break. Proc-
tor started playing again this past 

summer to prepare for the high school 
season. 

When she was younger, Proctor 
attended the Becky Sauers Golf 
Summer Camp in Southwood every 
year. This is where her talent really 
began to show. 

Smith started playing basketball 
for Leon as a freshman. He played 
small forward, power forward and 

center.  At 6-foot-6,  
he has always been 
tall, and decided 
to choose a sport 
in which he could 
use his height as an 
advantage.

Smith has always 
maintained a close 
relationship with 
all other players. 
But he could not 
get through the 
season without his 
close friend, senior 
Kendall Collins.

“Cameron Smith 
is a freak of nature,” 
Collins said. “He 
is one of the most 
talented and athletic 
basketball players 
I have ever been 
around. For this kid, 

the sky’s the limit.” 
Along with his teammates, coach 

Rick Davis has been an integral part 
of Smith’s success. Davis is Smith’s 
favorite coach and they are very 
close. He recalls their private talks 
when they discuss on-court and off-
court issues.

“He’s helped me by training me 
physically and mentally to be the best 
player I can be,” Smith said.

Said Davis: “Cameron is a great 
example of a student athlete.

“Cameron is our most experienced 
and explosive player that is excited 
about the start of the season. His 
passion and desire to be a complete 
player has started to manifest itself on 
and off the court.”

Basketball has not always come so 
naturally to Smith. He started playing 
when he was seven. He worked his 
way up the city league teams and 
won the championship at Raa Middle 
School.  

With the support of his parents, 
he will continue to play basketball, 
ultimately hoping to go professional. 

photo courtesy of Betsy Fisher

Senior Cameron Smith throws down a slam dunk at TCC 
during last year’s Capital City Classic. 

Freshman makes surprise impact on girls golf
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Boys Swimming
Date           Opponent
09/05/12 at Rickards
09/12/12 at Chiles 
09/19/12 at Maclay
09/26/12 at Chiles                              
10/10/12 at Lincoln
10/11/12 at Florida High                
10/25/12 Districts
11/01/12 Regionals
11/09/12 State

Girls Swimming 
Date           Opponent
09/05/12 at Rickards            
09/12/12 at Chiles                  
09/19/12 at Maclay
09/26/12 at Chiles                              
10/10/12 at Lincoln
10/11/12 at Florida High 
10/25/12 Districts
11/01/12 Regionals
11/09/12 State 

Boys Golf
Date           Event                       
09/04/12 at Killearn
09/05/12 at Southwood
09/12/12 at Killearn
09/13/12 Capital City
09/17/12 at Golden Eagle
09/19/12 at Ft. Walton Beach
09/24/12 at Golden Eagle
09/25/12 at Killearn
09/26/12 at Southwood
10/01/12 at Hilaman
10/10/12 Capital City
10/15/12 Districts

Volleyball
Date           Opponent 
08/28/12 Rickards                                            
08/30/12 Godby
09/01/12 Ridgeview
09/07/11 Nease
09/08/12 Orange Park
09/13/12 at Middleburg
09/19/12 at Chiles
09/21/12 Berkeley Prep Tournament
09/25/12 at Lincoln
10/02/12 Florida High
10/05/12 Mizuno Cup Tournament
10/11/12 at Oakleaf
10/13/12 at Gainesville
10/16/12 Gulf Breeze
10/20/12 John Carroll, First Academy
10/23/12 District G1 - Middleburg  
10/25/12 District Final - Orange Park    
10/30/12 Region Quarterfinals
11/06/12 Region Semifinals
11/10/12 Region Finals
11/13-17 State Championship

                     
Boys Swimming

Results
W, 3-0
W, 3-0
W, 3-0
W, 3-0
L, 0-3
L, 2-3
L, 0-3
2W, 3L
L, 0-3
W, 3-0
1W, 4L
    W
L, 0-3
L,1-3
    2L  
W, 3-2
 L, 3-0

Results
 1st place
 2nd place
 11th place
 5th place
 4th place

Results
 8th place
 10th place
 1st place
 25th  place
 7th  place

Results
1st place
2nd place
1st place
2nd place
2nd place
1st place

Football
Date           Opponent                                
08/31/12 Godby 
09/07/12 Maclay
09/14/12 Chiles
09/21/12 at Middleburg
10/05/12 Oakleaf
10/12/12 at Lincoln
10/19/12 Orange Park
10/26/12          at Ridgeview
11/02/12          at Columbia
11/09/12          at Rickards

Results
L,  7-63
W, 38-9
L, 40-24
L, 8-16
L, 13-33
L, 10-49
W, 31-29

Former Leon Lion Sarah Roberts. 

   Results 
       3W
    Canceled
       3W
       2W
     1W, 2L
     2W, 2L
       3W
     1W, 2L
     2W, 1L
     2W, 1T
     3W, 1L
    5th place
    3rd place

Girls Golf
Date           Opponent
08/30/12 Capital City 
09/04/12 at Seminole Golf Club
09/05/12 Capital City 
09/11/12 at Hilaman 
09/12/12 at Summerbrooke 
09/17/12 at Golden Eagle
09/19/12 at Wildwood 
09/24/12 at Southwood 
09/26/12 Capital City
10/02/12 Capital City
10/04/12 Killearn 
10/09/12 Big Bend Championships
10/15/12 Districts
10/23/12 Regionals 
10/29/12 State Tournament

Boys Cross Country
Date           Event                       
09/04/12 at Lions Roar
09/15/12 at Carrollton Invitational
10/06/12 at FSU Invitational
10/13/12 at Bale N Trail 
10/20/12 Panhandle Championships
11/03/12 District Meet
11/10/12 Regionals
11/17/12 State Championships

Girls Cross Country
Date           Event                       
09/04/12 at Lions Roar
09/15/12 at Carrollton Invitational
10/06/12 at FSU Invitational
10/13/12 at Bale N Trail 
10/20/12 Panhandle Championships
11/03/12 District Meet
11/10/12 Regionals
11/17/12 State Championships

   Results
    2nd place
    2nd place
    1st place
    2nd place
    2nd place 
    4th place
    2nd place 
    2nd place
    Canceled
    Canceled
    2nd place
    4th place

Sarah Roberts, who 
graduated from Leon 
High School last year, is 
currently living in New 
York City and training at 
the Alvin Ailey School of 
Dance. 

She is involved with 
the certificate program, 
which means she will be 
training with the school 
for three years. 

Although she is not at-
tending college right now, 
Roberts takes three to four 
dance classes a day.

She also takes part in 
any performance oppor-
tunities throughout the 
semester. 

Roberts says she is 
still getting used to the 
New York life. She jokes 
about missing the South’s 
Chick-fil-A and sweet 
tea. 

“They look at you weird in restau-
rants if you ask for sweet tea,” Roberts 
said. “It's weird jumping into real life 
situations right out of high school, but 
I'm enjoying it and taking on the re-
sponsibility.”

Photo courtesy of Katie Lupke

Results
1st place
2nd place 
2nd place
2nd place
2nd place
1st place

Leon High Life


