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Jones crowned Mr. Leon 2009
Emmy Hinrichs, Isabel Wilson
High Life News Writers

Derek Jones wore his 
mother’s dress, sported a 
woman’s one-piece bathing 
suit, and played bluegrass on 
the banjo -- all for the title of 
Mr. Leon. 

Jones beat six fellow se-
niors in the mid-February 
competition, which also had 
him performing yoga poses 
while his parents videotaped 
the show.

It was a confident perfor-
mance for Jones, considering 
he almost didn’t go for the 
title.

Jones said he decided to 
enter the annual competition 
only after Student Govern-
ment Association’s Ashlynne 
Feely suggested it.

Jones wowed the crowd 
and the judges in a colorful 
dress -- borrowed from his 
mother’s closet -- for the eve-
ning wear segment. 

“It was also about acting 
in the moment, and I had to 
play the part,” Jones said.

During the talent por-
tion, Jones played the banjo 
to “Yoshimi Battles the Pink 

Robots” by the Flaming Lips. 
Clad in denim overalls, he 
played a bluegrass rendition 
of the song with one foot 
planted on a bucket. 

For the bathing suit com-

petition, Jones went for a 
woman’s one-piece suit.

“I thought it’d be much 
funnier to see a menopausal 
woman in a bathing suit than 
a hot body,” Jones said. 

When the contestants 
were asked to flex, he per-
formed yoga poses. His par-
ents recorded it all from the 
audience.

While Jones created al-
most all of his own perfor-
mances, he did have to learn 
a dance choreographed by 
the Leonettes, Leon’s dance 
team.

“It wasn’t terribly hard to 
learn,” Jones said.

Not everything came as 
quickly to Jones, though. His 
30-second poem, which Jones 
penned about a robot lover 
“who cleans the floor,” took 
two hours to write.  

“I like robots because 
they’re different,” Jones said. 

Throughout the night, 
Jones linked arms with fellow 
contestant Eric Smith, who  
took second place. Tyreese 
Pompeii, Randall Williams, 
Austin Clauson, and Chris 
Blackburn also participated. 

As confident as he looked 
onstage, Jones later admitted 
he experienced a few brief 
spurts of nervousness as the 
competition got underway.

Yes, even Mr. Leon gets 
the jitters.

GSA gives 
to AIDS
foundation
Club donates $250 
for research

On Jan. 27, the Gay-
Straight Alliance donated 
$250 to the Foundation for 
AIDS Research.

The money was gener-
ated through fundraisers, 
including bake sales, held at 
Railroad Square on the first 
Friday of each month.

Gay-Straight Alliance 
sponsor Scott Brown, who 
teaches American history, 
felt the donation was impor-
tant.

“It’s certainly a valuable 
cause,” Brown said. “It’s im-
portant to know that AIDS is 
still around.”

Brown had support from 
GSA members, includ-
ing Leah George, Brandon 
Young, Blanche Amelia 
Brown and Julia Draper.

All four signed a letter 
written to the organization, 
with the check enclosed.

Drama sweeps at district competition

Erich Totter
High Life News Writer

Andrea Herrera
High Life News Writer

Drama has always 
been a strong part of 
Leon history, and Le-
on’s thespians recently 
walked away from dis-
trict competition with a 
new record for the his-
tory books: An award 
for every student act.

“I’m blown away [at 
the amount of awards 
Leon won],” Drama 
teacher Rod Durham 
said, stressing how 
proud he is of his stu-
dents.

“I’m always aston-
ished by the talent pool 
at this school. [Leon] is 
a performing arts school 
without the title.” 

In January, Leon 
students traveled to the 
Northwest Florida State 
College in Niceville, 
where they compet-
ed against 15 other 
schools.

Leon took 27 differ-
ent acts -- monologues, 
student directed scenes, 
musicals and panto-
mimes -- to the compe-

Joseph Ciaravella
High Life Sports Writer

The Leon baseball program is con-
stantly looking for ways to upgrade 
its facilities, and the latest completed 
project is a $12,700-scoreboard lo-
cated in centerfield.

Baseball coach Aaron Clark said 
funds for all projects, completed and 
impending, are generated through the 
Leon High Baseball Alumni Club and 
the current team’s booster organiza-
tion.

“Each year, the alumni club gen-
erously takes on a project that I give 
them,” Clark said. “They generate 
as much revenue as possible and the 

booster pick up the rest.
Clark estimates that the alums 

raised roughly half the cost of the 
scoreboard and the current boosters 
provided the other half.

Each year, the program holds an 

Derek Jones performs with his banjo on stage during the Mr. Leon 
competition. 

Cameron Bertron

tition.
And for the first time 

since Leon’s drama stu-
dents started going to 
districts nine years ago, 
they earned an award for 
every one of their acts.

The acts were evalu-
ated by three judges. 
The top three levels of 
scoring include “good,” 
“excellent,” and “supe-
rior” scores. 

Leon earned 17 “su-
perior” scores, nine “ex-
cellent” scores and one 

See “DRAMA” page 4 See “SCOREBOARD” page 12

Baseball upgrades scoreboard



Tell us what YOU think!

The High Life Staff
Editor-in-chief: Kyle Muller
News Editor: Isabel Wilson

Editorial Editor: Ashira Morris
Features Editor: Cameron Bertron

Sports Editor: Steven Keller
Photo Editor: June Lee

Business Manager: Kathryn Haley

editorials2 leon  high  life the
March ’09

Letters To The Editor

The High Life is the official student newspaper of Leon High School. The 
newspaper staff controls all aspects of content and design. Kevin Record, the 
journalism teacher and adviser, provides guidance, supervision and assistance. 

The High Life strives to serve as a forum of public opinion.
In keeping with that goal, the publication does not publish material that 

is libelous, obscene or that may cause a substantial and material disruption of 
school activities.

Questions and comments:
leonhighlife@yahoo.com

550 E Tennessee St., Tallahassee, FL 32308
Phone 488-1971 ext. 2630 Fax 922-5311

www.leon.leon.k12.fl.us

“Art is everywhere, 
whether we know it 

or not.”
-Art teacher Sarah Raulerson

Ashira Morris
High Life Editorial Editor

Joseph Ciaravella
Robby Epstein
Roberta Fiorito
Andrea Herrera

The High Life 
Mission Statement

Notable aNd Quotable

Emmy Hinrichs
Derek Jones

Grace Richardson
Erich Totter

Adviser: Kevin Record

Writers:

The Numbers

43

50+

Block schedule a logical solution
     I have been hearing about the bud-
get cuts and have wondered if Leon 
has thought about the block sched-
ule. It is a very effective method that 
would prepare students for college. 
Most college students don’t take more 
than four or five classes every se-
mester and they can concentrate their 
full attention on that subject. Ninety-
minute classes allow teachers to not 
rush through a lesson. Students have 
more time to work on problems and 
ask more questions.

Juliet Turner

Media Center should remain open
     The media center should not close 
for things like History Fair. I, like 
many other students, don’t have a 
first period. In the mornings, I go to 
the media center to work on home-
work, study and do research. When 
the media center closes I have to go to 
the cafeteria where the students who 
don’t want to work or be quiet go. It 
is nearly impossible for me to work 
and concentrate. Students who don’t 
have the Internet at home depend on 
the media center. I think that func-
tions held in the media center should 
be held in the auditorium, where 
fewer people depend on the space.

Jessica Baker

It is an ominous sign when the co-
president of the Pep Club describes 
the senior class as “apathetic.” Sarah 
Sullivan, who shares the presidential  
position with fellow senior Avery Be-
bout, is disappointed in her class’s 
lack of spirit.

It’s not just the Pep Club that is 
noticing the apathetic vibes. Student 
Body President Nic Gavalas shares 
Sullivan’s sentiments. 

Apparently, Leon’s student body 
is lacking in the spirit department. It is 
not, however, due to a lack of pride. 

“We have lots of pride,” Gavalas 
said, “because we have a lot to brag 
about.”

Gavalas is right. Leon has top-
notch athletics, drama, band, chorus 

and academic programs. We are all 
proud to be Leon students and ap-
plaud our peers’ accomplishments.

However, there is a disconnect  
between the pride that we all have 
for our school and the visible school 
spirit. 

I’m just as guilty as anyone else. 
I promised friends on the soccer team 
that I would go to their games and 
then I didn’t show up.

Other times, I went to games and 
ended up talking to my friends in the 
bleachers more than watching the  
contests and cheering on my class-
mates.

The Pep Club tried to boost at-
tendance at football games by host-
ing cookouts before kickoff. Sullivan 
and Bebout also made shirts for club 
members and taught students cheers 
to use at football games.

They were not as active during 
soccer season, but they plan on pick-
ing up activities as lacrosse gets into 

full swing. 
Pep rallies are supposed to boost 

student spirit and get everyone 
pumped up for the big games. In-
stead, they have become a chance to 
have an extra hour at lunch time. Pep 
rally traditions, such as the Red and 
White Boys and the Spirit Stick, are 
not enough to fill the gymnasium with 
cheers and shouts. 

Leon’s student body has the po-
tential to be bursting with spirit. In-
stead, we are proud of our school but 
don’t always let it show. 

Sure, groups such as the Pep Club  
promote spirit by organizing stu-
dents and encouraging them to go to 
events.

But what Leon truly needs is in-
terest coming from the students’ own 
motivation to attend games -- simply 
for the sake of cheering on their class-
mates and supporting their peers.

Traditions such as Homecoming 
Week activities aren’t shoved down 

our throats. Student participation is 
voluntary, and the results are exem-
plary. On any given dress-up day, one 
is guaranteed to see students walking 
to class in thematic disguise.

Other smaller traditions have 
ceased to exist. Winter Homecoming 
didn’t happen this year, due to lack of 
student participation. The Homecom-
ing parade, which used to be an an-
nual event, is also gone. 

These are large-scale productions 
that take lots of planning. Without 
participation, they get eliminated.

Athletic events and other after-
school activities, however, will occur 
regardless of how many people show 
up. If the student body is willing to go 
the extra mile, make the additional ef-
fort and set aside some of its personal 
time to cheer on its school, we could 
boost school spirit significantly. We 
have the capacity to up the ante.

School spirit doesn’t make the grade

Athletic teams 
at Leon

Clubs at Leon

Bring letters to Room IA1 or write to us 
online on www.leonhighlife.com

www.bertronconsulting.com 
supports the leon high life

16 Spring sports 
teams

Got an opinion? Get it in the paper!

Write a Letter 
to the Editor!

      One of the most exciting things 
about high school is the start of re-
lationships and walking through the 
hallways with your significant other. 
However, select teachers, kids and 
parents don’t understand the differ-
ence between making out and a kiss 
goodbye. A quick peck or two is rea-
sonable. I have been harped at many 
times to stop “making out” when I 
was giving a kiss goodbye. Students 
should help teachers understand the 
difference.

Matt Kothe

No
IS SOME P.D.A. A-OKAY?

Personal Display of Affection. 
Everyone thinks of something differ-
ent when they hear the term. My first 
thought is Leon’s hallways. I can’t 
count the number of couples I see ca-
noodling all over them. The halls are 
bursting with hundreds of other people 
who have to work their way around to 
get to the stairwell or up the stairs. It’s 
not appealing to other students when 
two people are lip-locking right in 
front of them. The “if you don’t want 
to see, don’t look” excuse is hardly ap-
plicable. Be considerate and be classy. 
Don’t suck face in the halls.

Rachael Pennock

Yes

Share your opinion and view past polls at leonhighlife.com!

www.leonhighlife.com



news 3leon  high  life the
March ’09

the new
way to ride

After a shocking experience on the road, biker Jones voices his disgust

Economy and need for exercise increase bikers on the roads of Tallahassee

On Jan.20, at 6:30 p.m., at the 
intersection of Miccosukee and 
Hillcrest, I was the victim of a hit-
and-run collision. 

As I was approaching the cor-
ner of Cobb Middle School, put-
tering along on my 49cc Honda 
Metropolitan bicycle, a maroon 
Dodge Magnum in front of me 

Biking:

merged into the left turn lane and 
then immediately merged back into 
my lane, with no indication and no 
courtesy. 

Even though I was equipped with 
a headlamp and a reflective vest, I 
wasn’t noticed by the car that I had 
been following for at least half of a 
mile. The car merged, I hit my brake, 
I ended up on the side of the road, and 
the car took off. 

That is not right. 
Unfortunately, my accident is only 

one of many in Tallahassee. Currently, 
the streets in Tallahassee are not safe 
for non-motorized vehicles. 

Almost any vehicle imaginable 
that isn’t a car is a non-motorized 
vehicle, according to the Florida 

Derek Jones
High Life Features Writer

With the economy in de-
cline, many are looking for 
ways to save money.  Biking 
may be the way to go.

Senior Ethan Kilpatrick 
has been riding his bike to 
school since his tenth grade 
year. Biking is his sole meth-
od of transportation as he 
does not have a car. 

He rides his bike not 
only to school but to work, 
friend’s houses and wherever 
else he needs to go. 

“I don’t like driving 
cars,” Kilpatrick said. “Bik-
ing is healthy, and it’s tons of 
fun.”

Without any car-related 
expenses, he’s also having 
fun saving money.

Kilpatrick is safety con-
scious while riding his bike 
and has never been in an ac-
cident. He uses the correct 
hand signals when turning 
and says he would get in a lot 
more wrecks if he neglected 
to use them. Although he 
does not wear a helmet, he 
knows that he should.

On average, Kilpatrick 
rides his bike 20 to 25 miles 
per day. He highly recom-
mends bike riding for oth-
ers.

“Tallahassee isn’t a large 
city and it is easy to get 
around anywhere,” Kilpat-
rick said.

Tyler Clapp, also a se-

nior, rides his bike as much 
as possible. He uses his car 
only when its too cold to 
ride.

Exercise and fun are only 
two of his reasons for riding.

“[I ride my bike] to get 
cool hipster babes,” Clapp 
said.

Clapp has been in a few 

bike accidents. Some oc-
curred when drivers were 
not looking as they changed 
lanes and others happened 
when he was riding at night.

Social studies teacher 
Lewie Tillman does his part 
for the environment by rid-
ing his electric scooter to 
school.

Tillman has to pedal up 
hills, then “roars” down hills 
at speeds of up to 20 miles 
per hour.

Tillman rides his scooter 
to save gas and to prevent 

wear and tear on his car. He 
has had his scooter for two 
years and mostly rides it to 
and from school. 

“I recommend riding a 
bike because it is good for 
your health, the environ-
ment, and it saves ya bucks,” 
Tillman said.

While bike riding means 
different things to differ-
ent people, it is undeniable 
that it can do at least two 
veyr important thing: fatten 
your wallet and shrink your 
waistline.

 

Emmy Hinrichs
High Life News Writer

Statutes. This includes bicycles, mo-
torized scooters, mopeds, electric per-
sonal assistive mobility devices, jet 
planes, wheelchairs and pogo sticks, 
to name a few. Granted, some of these 
vehicles don’t belong on the road, but 
others do. 

I normally ride a cotton candy bi-
cycle: a pink frame with blue handle-
bars. When anyone asks why I ride 
a pink bike, I often accredit its color 
scheme to my style. Yet it serves a 
greater purpose. It’s hard to miss a 
hot-pink bike. 

Even still, there are numerous mo-
ments when I don’t feel safe riding 
around town. I particularly don’t en-
joy putting my safety into the hands 
of other drivers who are too busy 

talking on their cell phones to 
notice me. 

However, I am not going to 
just give up bicycling around 
town. I have the freedom to 
choose my mode of transporta-
tion and expect to be safe on the 
road.

Under Section 316.2065 in 
the Florida Statutes, “Every per-
son propelling a vehicle by hu-
man power has all of the rights 
and all of the duties applicable to 
the driver of any other vehicle.” 

It’s not okay to drive like a 
nutcase at the expense of some-
one else’s safety. Cars, motor-
cycles, bicycles, and mopeds all 
share the road. 

www.leonhighlife.com

Emmy Hinrichs
Ethan Kilpatrick takes pride in his bike, basket and initiative.

History teacher Lewie Tillman’s scooter parked in faculty spot.
June Lee
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Last academic year at Leon, 19 
students became pregnant. This year, 
three have given birth and three oth-
ers are pregnant. Some of these stu-
dents have had more than one child 
while attending Leon. 

Alana Wise, head of Leon’s stu-
dent clinic, is often the one they go to 
for advice. 

“I like for them to come to me,” 
Wise said. “I encourage it.

“I can help with health care, and 
I can get them in contact with social 
services if they need. Some pregnant 
students don’t even have MediCare.”

Wise also can weigh the student 
and keep track of their health dur-
ing the student’s pregnancy. In some 
cases, she can contact a doctor and 
schedule appointments faster than 
a student can. Brochures discussing 
pregnancy and how to prevent it are 
available in the clinic.

The High Life spoke with Wise 
and asked her to share some advice 
and information. We also researched 
some helpful information on our 
own:

velopment of their children; improve 
their literacy skills; and reduce their 
dependence on public assistance. 

What is the best way to prevent 
pregnancy?

Birth con-
trol pills are 
one way. A 
female takes 
one pill each 
day at the 
same time.

The hor-
mones in the 
pill work by 
keeping a 
woman’s ova-
ries from re-
leasing eggs 
— ovulation. 
P r e g n a n c y 
cannot  hap-

pen if there is no egg to join with 
sperm. When used effectively, less 
than one out of every 100 women be-
come pregnant.

But there are cons to taking the 
pill. It does not protect against sexu-
ally transmitted diseases (STDs). 
Teenagers also often forget to take 
the pill each day, or they take it at 

much different times.  Problems can 
also develop if the pill user smokes, 
is overweight or has diabetes.

What about condoms?
Condoms are among the most 

popular form of birth control. They 
are also the cheapest at about $1 
each, and are the most accessible. 
Condoms reduce the risk of acquir-
ing STDs. Condoms also have cons. 
They can break. Even when condoms 
are used correctly, roughly two out of 
every 100 women become pregnant. 
In such a situation, the morning-after 
pill is available at local Planned Par-
enthood sites.

What is the simplest way to 
avoid unwanted pregnancy?

Abstinence. It guarantees against 
pregnancy and makes you less sus-
ceptible to STDs. 

Besides the Leon clinic, where 
can I go for help?

The Sally Bellamy Clinic is at 
2121 W Pensacola Street, and can be 
reached at (850) 574-7455. It is open 
Monday thru Friday from 9-5, with 
the exception on Tuesday from 10-6. 
Walk-in services include pregnancy 
testing, emergency contraceptives 
and counseling. 

What kind of programs are 
available to teens who become 
pregnant?

One program is Teenage Parent 

Programs (TAPP), provided by Leon 
county schools and located at the 
Academy of Academics and Technol-
ogy.

There, teen parents can com-
plete course work and receive a high 
school diploma; learn parenting skills 
that will support the intellectual, lan-
guage, physical and emotional de-

Teen Pregnancy: Just the Facts
Student pregnancies at Leon decrease, but issue still a concern

Paw Puzzler

Be the first to bring the correct answer to room IA-1
and get a shout-out in the Leon High Life!

2
4
28

How many Leon football players 
signed college football contracts?

DRAMA cont.
Durham stressed that everyone worked incredibly hard this time around. 
Durham directs the program with three other Leon teachers: Dance in-

structor Millie Seckel and chorus teachers Judy Arthur and Tabitha Peck.
Leon is now preparing to go to the state competition in April. Only five of 

the 17 straight superiors will be competing at state. 
There, Leon students will be performing their critically acclaimed large 

group musical “Brand New You.”

www.leonhighlife.com

TEEN PREGNANCY
FACTS

                            Pregnancies at Leon:

                             
  

last year: 19
                                                              this year: 6 
                                     Effectiveness of:

        birth control pill:  99%
         condoms: 86% to 95% 
         abstinence: 100%

Congratulations to last issue’s winner:
Buzz Bryan!

Source: Living in the Environment (2005 Edition)
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Mister Bell is Leon’s biggest sports fan

Currently, the Arabic Club has 
only five members. However, Warda 
Jaber, a Palestinian junior and presi-
dent of the club, has high hopes for 
future student involvement.

Allison Ellis is the vice president 
of the club. She says things would be 
a lot easier with more members. 

“If we had more people, we could 
plan more activities and do service 
projects,” Ellis said. “We could go to 
Middle Eastern restaurants, and other 
activities like that.”

Jaber would also love for the club 
to grow. 

“I hope [next year] we can do 
more on the culture instead of just the 
language,” Jaber said. “I hope that in 
the future, Leon could offer [Arabic] 
as a language.”

Meetings are held every other 
Wednesday after school until 4 p.m. 
in Mr. Ferral’s room, N214. Ferral, a 
French teacher, is the sponsor of the 
club. 

Since the club got started after the 
registration of clubs by the Interclub 
Council,  Arabic club is not yet offi-
cial. 

“It’s been kind of small, but [War-
da] has been at it,”  Ferral said.

Jaber’s parents were both born in 
Palestine, and she traveled to Jordan 
this past summer. 

She is semi-fluent and speaks 
a slang version of the Arabic lan-
guage.

“A lot of students always ask me 
‘where are you from?’ and ‘what lan-
guage do you speak?’ People would 
say ‘teach me a few words,’ so I got 
together with some friends last year 
and we decided we wanted to start a 
club,” Jaber said.

During a past meeting, members 
had mint tea while discussing the 
language. One time, Jaber brought 
in baklava, a sweet pastry traditional 
of many Arabian countries.

The members study and write 
the alphabet and try to learn various 
words.

“I’d love for [the club] to grow, 
and I’d love for a lot of students to 
be interested in it,” Ferral said about 
the idea. 

“At the same time, I think there 
is a growing sense of depreciation 
for the Arabic language and culture, 
especially because of current global 
conditions. It’s such a foreign cul-
ture… so people don’t know enough 
about it.”

Arabic Club seeks
more members
Roberta Fiorito
High Life Features Writer

Erric Bell, known to 
many students as Grandpa 
Bell or Mister Bell, has been 
involved with Leon High 
School for three generations. 

He moved into the house 
at 557 E. Georgia St. in 1943 
and attended Leon from the 
seventh to twelfth grade. This 
was before the advent of mid-
dle school or junior high. 

In the 1960s, Bell bought 
the house. Now, he lives in 
the same house that he grew 
up in, across the street from 
the high school he attended.

His love for his alma 
mater is apparent. Bell can 
be seen at almost all junior 
varsity and varsity sporting 
events. 

“I go to just about every 
athletic event,” Bell said. 
“I’ve been there all my life.”

He watches all sports, 
from basketball to softball to 
soccer.

“Wherever there is a ball 
being thrown or kicked or hit, 
Mr. Bell is there,” athletic di-

rector Mark Feely said.
Of all the sports at Leon, 

football remains Bell’s favor-
ite. His family history is in-
tertwined with Leon football. 
Bell was the manager of the 
team when he was a student 
at Leon in the 1940s. 

His son, Ricky Bell, 
coached the team with Gene 
Cox. 

His grandson, Riley Bell, 
was a two-year starter for the 
Leon varsity team. For the 
past three years, Riley has 
coached the junior varsity 
team. Next season, he will be 
the quarterback coach for the 
varsity. 

Bell’s dedication to Leon 
is obvious. He drives out to 
Gene Cox Stadium to watch 

the Lions’ football team play 
its games. 

Just because football is 
Bell’s favorite sport does not 
mean that he neglects other 
teams. For the past six years, 
he has not missed a single 
home softball game. 

Every year, he has the se-
niors on the team sign a soft-
ball. He plans on continuing 

this tradition.
In addition to attending 

sporting events, Bell is a pa-
ternal figure to Leon’s current 
students. 

“I try to help the kids,” 
Bell said.

Over the years, he has 
changed flat tires, given kids 
rides home and refilled gas 
tanks. 

His yard also doubles as a 
parking spot for five lucky stu-
dents. All of them are student-
athletes. Bell doesn’t charge a 
single cent for the spaces. 

Senior Lindsey Smith, the 
pitcher for the softball team, is 
one of the students that parks 
on Bell’s lawn. 

“He watches our practic-
es sometimes, and he never 
misses a game,” Smith said.

Bell’s favorite aspect of 
Leon is its longevity.

“The school will always 
be there,” Bell said.

Conversely, it seems that 
Bell will always be here for 
Leon.

Ashira Morris
High Life Editorial Editor

www.leonhighlife.com

Student Poll Results
Is Leon Lacrosse just for boys?

No

Yes

61%

39%

Ashira Morris
Erric Bell in front of the old gym. Bell managed the football team in 1948 when the gym was built.

YOU’VE GOT AN
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leonhighlife.com
VOTE IN A POLL  //  SOUND OFF IN A VOICE COMMENT
WRITE A LETTER TO THE EDITOR   //  YOU JUST MIGHT

GET PUBLISHED IN THE NEXT ISSUE
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Youth Art Month
FROM DOODLES IN CLASS TO FULL ART

STUDENT ART GALLERY:

MOSAIC:
FEATURING STUDENT
ART FOR DECADES

INTO EUROPE: AN ART-FILLED JOURNEY

A HISTORY OF ART AT LEON:

Recognizing Leon creativity for the month of March

Mosaic show-
cases the art and 
literary talent of 
Leon students and 
teachers.

Mosaic’s mag-
azine consists of 
multiple styles of 
paintings, sketch-
es, and literature.

”Mosaic is a 
great combination 
of literature and 
art,” says Junior 
Anna Annino.

All levels of 
artwork are eligi-
ble and showcased 
in the Mosaic Lit-
erature and Art 
Magazine. But not 
just any piece will 
make the cut. 

“As an artist, 
it’s kind of neat to 
see your pieces in 
print,” says An-
nino.

“It’s gratifying 
because [Mosaic] 
has rigorous stan-
dards to meet for 
submitted pieces.”

Mosaic is just 

as much about 
good artwork 
as it is about art 
awareness.

“We want to 
show that there’s 
art and literature 
at Leon,” says 
Editor-in-Chief 
Junior Amy Cor-
reia.

“We want to 
bring the artistic 
side of Leon into 
a magazine.”

Mosaic is 
available the first 
two weeks of 
May and will cost about $10.

From the first day Leon opened its doors, art has been a part of the 
curriculum.

“Art has always been an integral part of all of the elective offerings 
at Leon,” said Billy Epting, Vice Principal of Curriculum.

Over the years, the program’s location has changed more than once. 
Before the Nettles Building was built, art was held in a portable that 
stood on a parking lot where the Nettles Building now takes residence. 
Prior to that, the art room was located in the Social Studies wing on 
the second floor. 

The Leon Art Program recently experienced a change in staff. Sar-
ah  Raulerson was welcomed into the Leon family this year after the 
departure of Ms. Willis. Travis Giddings has worked in the Leon Art 
Department since 1992.

After graduating, many gifted students who come out of Leon’s art 
department attend art schools across the country. One Leon graduate 
and former art student, Taylor Thomas, is now designing toys for Mat-
tel and Tikes. 

Rosalie Hendon Taylor Hardee

Donnie Rogers

Throughout the years, Mosiac covers have undergone 
much change. (From 1987 to 2007-2008)

manities class with 
Connie Walberg, 
learning about the 
history of art as well 
as some elements of 
composition. 

“Basically we 
learn everything 
about art – the art-
ists and their lives, 
everything,” Rodri-
guez said.

For senior Don-
nie Rogers, going 
to Europe gave him 
great opportunities 
to create art.

“I wanted to 
study abroad in Eu-
rope and I thought 
it would be a great 

For some Leon 
students, art ap-
preciation comes 
thousands of miles 
away during a sum-
mer trip to Europe. 

“It’s not just 
a bunch of high 
school kids show-
ing up in Europe, 
screwing around,” 
senior David Ro-
driguez said.

“We actually 
take a class and 
learn about art.”

Students take 
a prerequisite Hu-

place to take pictures.,” 
he said. “It was really 
nice to see some of the 
pieces in real life.”

Seeing the actual 
works of art was an 
inspiration for some 
students.

“Once you get there, 
you really appreciate 
everything,” Rodriguez 
said. “[All the art] looks 
so much cooler because 
it’s there, it’s not in a 
textbook.”

Students in Ad-
vanced Placement 
Studio Art display 
their passion for art 
and continuously cre-
ate it.

Junior Kevin 
Bradberry was always 
interested in art. He 
started out doodling 
all over class notes 
and was inspired to do 
full art pieces.

“I can express 
myself in other ways 
than words and ac-
tion,” Bradberry said.

Bradberry creates 
many types of art in-
cluding painting and 
sculpting. His favorite 

Cameron Bertron
High Life Features Editor

Derek Jones
High Life Features Writer

June Lee
High Life Photo Editor
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Youth Art Month YAM: HOW IT BEGAN

THE EDUCATORS THAT INSPIRE...

FROM DOODLES IN CLASS TO FULL ART

STUDENT ART GALLERY:

Recognizing Leon creativity for the month of March

Youth Art Month, also 
known as YAM, began in 
1961.

Youth Art Month oc-
curs annually during 
March to raise awareness 
and emphasize the impor-
tance of arts education and 
the need for quality school 
art programs. 

The Council for Art 
Education and the Na-
tional Art Education Asso-
ciation sponsor the event. 
They help coordinate 
events to promote aware-
ness on a local, state and 
national level. 

For example, the CAE 
and the NAEA have an 
event called “School 
Flags…Flying High.” Stu-
dents submit designs, and 
one winning design is se-
lected from each state and 
made into a flag. 

Winning students 

are honored in Washing-
ton, D.C. and the flags 
are flown in the Capitol 
throughout the month of 
March.

A presidential briefing 
paper entitled “The Na-
tion and the Arts” defines 
Youth Art Month as the 
following:

“Well-developed pro-
grams of making and 
studying art serve many 
functions.  They help stu-
dents better articulate 
their perceptions and 
shape coherent responses 
to their experiences.  When 
children learn to appreci-
ate form and color...when 
they learn the impor-
tance of fashioning their 
own images of the world 
around them, they achieve 
greater discipline and self 
confidence.  Further, the 
arts have extrinsic public 
value as they are increas-
ingly important to this na-
tion’s economy.”

Connie Walberg

Travis Giddings

Sarah Raulerson

Taylor Hardee

Rachel Wagers

Anna AnninoDonnie Rogers

Students in Ad-
vanced Placement 
Studio Art display 
their passion for art 
and continuously cre-
ate it.

Junior Kevin 
Bradberry was always 
interested in art. He 
started out doodling 
all over class notes 
and was inspired to do 
full art pieces.

“I can express 
myself in other ways 
than words and ac-
tion,” Bradberry said.

Bradberry creates 
many types of art in-
cluding painting and 
sculpting. His favorite 

styles include surreal-
ism, abstract art, and 
demons and angels.

Senior Mary Dun-
kelberger also enjoys 
all aspects of art.

“I always have to 
do art,” Dunkelberger 
said.

“When you draw, 
you articulate every-

thing on your mind.”
D u n k e l b e r g e r 

mainly focuses on 
drawing and painting, 
even though she start-
ed crafting her talent 
in 3-D art class.

She recently 
painted a self-portrait 
reflecting what she 
considers her two 

sides.
Senior Fiona 

Borger likes the vari-
ety inherent in art.

“[Art] is a very 
expansive subject and 
you can do a lot of 
things with it,” Borger 
said. 

Borger specializ-
es in 2-D expressions 

and acrylic painting. 
She leans toward 
anatomy themes such 
as bones, organs and 
animals.

Bradberry won 
the LeMoyne Ris-
ing Artist Competi-
tion with his collage 
piece last year.

Bradberry, Dun-
kelberger and Borger 
have submitted their 
works to Mosaic, 
Leon’s Art and Lit-
erature magazine. 

The students in 
this class, instructed 
by Travis Giddings, 
can receive three 
college credit hours 
in the Visual Arts by 
developing portfo-
lios.

Taking Art Appreciation at 
Leon might just leave you in-
spired as well as excited.

Known for her interactive 
and energetic teaching style, 
Connie Walberg begins each of 

her classes with a “stand-
ing ovation” – a random 
student is brought to the 
front of the class while 
the classmates cheer. 

Walberg says this 
daily ritual releases en-
dorphins, which can 
significantly boost a per-
son’s mood -- much like a 
‘runner’s high.’ Walberg, 
who has taught at Leon 
for 37 years, insists that 
everyone can use cheer-
ing up. She encourages 

her students to laugh and 
smile.

It is called Art Appre-
ciation, but the class for-
merly known as Humani-
ties does not only focus 
on art. The class allows 
students to take a look at 
many cultures (from an-
cient to the Renaissance) 
and the art that emerged 
from those societies.

The class has obvious 
links to history, but has 
ties to other subjects such 

as philosophy, physics, 
science and language. 
Walberg considers it to 
be “the most interdisci-
plinary” class offered at 
Leon. 

She also stresses the 
most important thing 
about the class is that 
anybody can enjoy it.

“Even if you can’t 
draw a straight line, you 
can learn to enjoy, ap-
preciate, and understand 
art,” Walberg said. 

Travis Giddings is generous 
with his appreciation of art. 

“I have spent my whole life 
doing art,” Giddings said. “I ap-

preciate the opportunity 
to share art and my life 
experiences with the stu-
dents.”

Giddings has taught 
art for 33 years, 16 of 
them at Leon, where he 
also sponsors the Nation-
al Art Honors Society.

Giddings said that in 
order for him to be a good 
teacher, his appreciation 
or art is crucial.

The daughter of an art teach-
er, Sarah Raulerson has grown up 

Giddings also believes 
that his students often learn 
the most through their mis-
takes.

“If a student says to 
me, ‘I don’t take art be-
cause I’m not good at it,’ 
I say ‘great you’re in the 
right place!’”

Giddings also believes 
in students using their own 
unique talents. He tries to 
create a fun learning envi-

ronment, without sacri-
ficing learning. 

“I give my students 
lessons to solve prob-
lems and allow them to 
use their unique style to 
find the solution,” Gid-
dings said.

“When a student 
works through a prob-
lem they feel achieve-
ment, which can help 
their self esteem.”

around art her whole life. 
“I think I inspire stu-

dents with my passion for 
art,” Raulerson said.

“I am a sculptor and 
a painter.”

Raulerson has been 
teaching art in the public 
school system for three 
years, but she taught 
private art lessons for a 

few years before that. She 
also had the opportunity to 
teach an art workshop in 
England.

Raulerson compares 
art to writing: The kids can 
learn if they just practice.

“I believe when they 
choose to take art they are 
learning to express them-
selves,” Raulerson said. 

“There is really no right 
or wrong.”

“Art is everywhere, 
whether we know it or 
not,” Raulerson said. 
“The students learn to 
pull out their artistic cre-
ativity, which will make 
them more marketable 
for jobs in the future.” 

June Lee
High Life Photo Editor

Cameron Bertron
High Life Features Editor

www.leonhighlife.com
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Made by Magnan
Roberta Fiorito
High Life Features Writer

Senior Anna Mag-
nan is likely to show 
up for prom this year in 
a one-of-a-kind dress. 
Specifically, one she 
made herself.

On a campus where 
plenty of students wear 
labels like Abercrombie 
and Express, Magnan 
makes many of her own 
clothes. She began in 
the seventh grade when 
she took a sewing class. 

Since then, Magnan  
has sewn four formal 
dresses along with other 
articles of clothing. 

“I don’t have a lot of 
time [during the school 
year], so I mostly make 
the clothes in the sum-
mer,” Magnan said.   “In 
the summer, I’d wear 
what I had made all the 
time.”

Magnan said she 
finds inspiration from 
the designer Betsey 
Johnson. 

“I like funky, bright 
clothes,” Magnan said. 

Magnan’s peers rec-

ognize her impeccable 
sense of style. 

“Her style is kind of 
hippie, but beachy too,” 
said Magnan’s friend 
Kathryn Haley. “It’s 
everything—relaxed, 
trendy…stuff that you 
could wear everyday. 

“I remember being a 
freshman, and she told 

me she sewed,” Haley 
added. “It’s a lot cheap-
er for her to make her 
own clothes.” 

Magnan said  the 
sewing process begins 
with designing the piece 
on paper. 

“I draw what I want, 
but I’m not to the point 
where I can sew what-

ever I’ve drawn,” said 
Magnan.  

From there, Mag-
nan picks out a clothing 
pattern at a fabric store 
and alters the pattern to 
match her design.

“I’ve mostly made 
tank tops. I haven’t re-
ally dealt with sleeves 
yet,” Magnan said.

Magnan has sewn 
two homecoming dress-
es.

Magnan says it 
would take her about a 
week to make a formal 
dress if she worked non-
stop. But she usually 
spaces out the process 
when making a difficult 
piece.

In the summer, Mag-
nan can finish a shirt in 
about a day.

Magnan said she 
wants to make her dress 
for this year’s prom. 
Keep on the lookout 
for what is sure to be a 
creative and handsewn 
fashion statement: Made 
by Magnan. 

Anna Magnan wears a hand-sewn bright pink tank top (left). She also shows off her pale yellow homecoming dress from junior year (right).

www.leonhighlife.com
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Steven Keller
High Life Sports Editor

This may seem like a conflict of 
interests and a bit self-indulgent, but 
that’s because it is.

Over Valentine’s Day weekend, 
both boys and girls varsity tennis 
teams spent a few days in Hilton 
Head Island, South Carolina. 

We left after school got out on 
that Friday, and drove the five and a 
half hours, stopping only for dinner 
on the way up. 

Coach Kevin Record’s former 
college teammate,, Larry Karag-
eanes, brought his boys varsity team 
down from Durham, North Carolina. 
We worked alongside them for the 
entire weekend.

There was an abundance of 
laughter when the guys went to the 
bowling alley on Saturday night. 
From Joseph Chick’s intensity to 
Logan Reid’s unorthodox throw and 
Jospeh Ciaravella’s skill on the claw 
machine, everyone’s stomachs were 
sore the next morning from laughing 
so hard.

We all got down to business on 
Monday, though. 

Tennis season did not officially 
start until Feb. 16, when the Li-
ons squared off against The Bolles 
School Bulldogs. 

It seems like every team has its 
own star players, and Bolles is no 
exception. On the boys side, its Mat-
thew Dias and Beauregard Treyz, 
both top 50 in the state in the 16-and-
under USTA rankings.

In the past, Leon has never done 
better than a 6-1 loss to Bolles. This 
year, however, both the boys and 
girls teams won by the score of 4-3.

On the girls’ side, Catherine 
Chick pulled through in the third set 
of her singles match, giving the Li-
ons their third point after wins from 
both Andrea Caspary and Kim Mc-
Clure.

Sarah Proctor and Caspary sealed 
the win with a victory at the No. 2 
doubles position. 

Overall, it was a great weekend, 
capped by a first-ever win over The 
Bolles School.

Out-of-state trips might be ex-
pensive and time consuming, but 
they are certainly worth it.

We didn’t play great tennis against 
the Bolles School by accident. It was 
the culmination of a great weekend 
of comraderie and skill building.

And 30 years from now, we’ll 
still remember the laughter we all 
shared.

Leon’s very own Football Hall of Fame

Steven Keller
High Life Sports Editor

Henry Searcy started a legacy 
when he attended Leon High School 
in the 1950’s. Now, over sixty years 
later, his family is still successful in 
Leon Athletics. 

His grandson, Taylor Searcy, 
played baseball last year on the 
Junior Varsity team. He plays as 
catcher, but is injured this year and is 
currently not playing for the Lions. 

Searcy played on the baseball 
team at Leon in his junior and se-
nior years. He also played football 
all four years at Leon High School. 
He has been inducted into both the 
Leon Baseball Hall of Fame and the 
Football Hall of Fame.  

After his years at Leon, Searcy 
attended Murray State University in 
Kentucky. Though he had a scholar-
ship to play quarterback for the Rac-
ers, he got his playing time as a wide 
receiver. He still holds the record for 
the longest touchdown pass, a total 
of 87 yards. 

After he earned a degree in 
Physical Education and Business, 
Searcy came back to Tallahassee as a 

teacher and coach for Kate Sullivan 
Elementary School, Elizabeth Cobb 
Junior High School, and Leon High 
School.

In 1972, he became certified as a 
General Contractor and pursued that 
as a living for over twenty years.

“Leon’s tradition of excellence 
was what really drew me back,” 
Searcy said. 

Now, he is a construction teacher 
with Bob Barrable at Leon. 

“A lot of the teaching attitudes 

are different from 30 years ago,” he 
said, “but it’s a fun challenge.”

Along with being a member of 
both Leon’s Football and Baseball 
Halls of Fame, Searcy was a charter 
member of the Leon High School 
Foundation.

Because of his dedication to Leon 
High School and its baseball team, 
Henry Searcy  is one of the most 
respected individuals at Leon.

www.leonhighlife.com

Hilton Head
excursion very 
worthwhile In 1977, Gene Cox wanted to 

recognize his outstanding players by 
providing them a longer-lasting me-
morial than the end-of-the-year ban-
quet. He was traveling back from a 
Florida Athletic Coaches Association 
meeting when the idea hit him. 

Leon High School would start its 
own football Hall of Fame, to rec-
ognize the exceptional players who 
graduated. 

Immediately, Cox brought the 
idea to then principal Mike Conley. 
Conley approved and told Cox he 
would need the support of the Leon 
Lions Touchdown Club, the booster 
club of the sport at the time.

Having a Hall of Fame was an 
easy decision for the Lions. At the 
time, Leon had the most wins of any 
school in the state. 

Through the 33 years that the Leon 
Football Hall of Fame has been in ex-
istence, fourteen professional football 
players have been inducted. One has 
even played in the Super Bowl. 

There are 14 High School All-
American players, 5 Florida Players 
of the Year (now called Mr. Football), 
and numerous prominent Tallahassee 
community members. 

Criteria for nomination into the 
Hall of Fame include a separation of 
eight years between the last time the 

nominee played Varsity football at 
Leon, not being employed by Leon 
High School as a coach, teacher or a 
staff member, but most importantly, 
the nominee must be a “good and re-
spected citizen of Leon High School’s 
community.” 

“Even those who did not excel at 
football can be inducted,” Cox said. 
“We have Leon alumni who are in-
ducted that are important to the com-
munity.” 

People in that category include the 
late Governor Leroy Collins, Florida 

Supreme Court Justice Richard Ervin, 
Florida’s only Speaker of the House 
and President of the Senate Mallory 
Horn, and former Leon Principal 
Mike Conley. 

“One of the hardest things to do 
was to choose which person would be 
nominated,” Cox said. 

Each year, only one person from 
each decade is inducted. This year, 
the earliest inductee will probably be 
from the 1940’s, because Leon has 
run out of candidates from the 1920’s 
and 30’s.

June Lee
Gene Cox in the Leon Football Award Room, which is housed in the Old Gym.

Steven Keller
High Life Sports Editor

Left to right: Fain, Taylor, and Henry Searcy, three generations of Leon Baseball.
Photo courtesy of Henry Searcy

Searcy shows school spirit
Leon alum’s baseball legacy continues with grandson

Thirty-three years recognizes over 180 players for achievements on and off the field
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National signing day sees four Lions ink deals with major universities

     Andrew Carter, who signed with 
the University of Illinois, is a 6-foot-4, 
272-pound offensive tackle.
    He played on both the offensive 
and defensive lines for Leon.
     Carter is rated as a four-star recruit 
by Rivals.com and is ranked seventh 
in the nation among offensive tackles 
by Scout.com.
    He was also received scholar-
ship offers from Indiana, Louisville, 
Florida State, South Florida, Miami, 
Michigan, Rutgers, Purdue, Florida 
and Mississippi State.

Wide receiver James Green signed 
with the University of Tennessee.

A transfer from Dr. Krop High in 
Miami, Green came to Leon for his 
senior year.

The 6-foot-2, 192-pound first-
team, all-Big Bend selection had 45 
catches for 807 yards and 10 touch-
downs last fall.

Scout.com ranked him as the 17th-
best wide receiver in the nation and 
ESPN.com ranked him 20th. He in-
titially made a verbal commitment to 
South Florida. He was also recruited 
by Central Florida, Auburn, Syracuse 
and N.C. State, among others.

Linebacker C.J. Mizell signed 
with Florida State University.

The 6-foot-2, 230-pound inside 
linebacker transferred from Coffee 
High School in Douglas, Ga. for his 
senior season.

Mizell had 131 total 
tackles,including 26 tackles for loss 
and 12.5 sacks. He is the 19th-best 
inside linebacker on Rivals.com and 
is rated as a four-star recruit. Mizell 
made First Team All Big-Bend and 
was selected for the 4-A All State 
Team. He also received offers from 
Maryland, N.C State, South Carolina 
and Florida.

Quarterback Austin Dantin signed 
with the University of Toledo.

A three-year starter, Dantin com-
pleted 137 of 235 passes for 14 touch-
downs and 10 interceptions last fall.

He was named honorable mention 
All Big-Bend as a sophomore year, 
second-team All Big-Bend as a junior 
and first-team All Big-Bend as a se-
nior year. Dantin was also was named 
the 2008 Wendy’s High School Heis-
man for the Big Bend and was rated as 
a two-star recruit on Rivals.com. He 
chose Toledo over offers from the Air 
Force, Appalachian State, the Army, 
and Central Michigan.

www.leonhighlife.com

Sports All-stars:
          Top athletes sign with colleges

Even though her 
athletic career started on 
a baseball diamond, se-
nior Lindsey Smith  was 
sought out for her skills 
in softball.

Those skills put 
Smith in a good posi-
tion. She recently signed 
a scholarship offer to 
play for St. Johns River 
Community College 
in Palatka, which is lo-
cated just outside of St. 
Augustine.

Smith is a true ath-
lete. Since the age of 
three, she has been out 
on the field, catching 
and hitting. However, 
she was taught differ-
ently than most girls her 
age.

She originally grew 
up playing baseball be-

cause her hometown 
did not offer softball.

Playing baseball al-
lowed Smith to acquire 
skills that most other 

girls don’t possess. 
Practicing harder ev-
ery day enabled Smith 
to become better and 
stronger.

The Bullets are an 
18-and-under travel-
ling softball team which 
plays community col-
leges throughout the 

Smith manages to 
balance school and play 
softball for both Leon 
and the Tallahassee Bul-
lets.

Smith’s skills land spot at St. Johns River Community College
Robby Epstein
High Life Sports Writer state. 

Smith prides herself 
on being in great shape. 
Playing catcher can be 
an exhausting position 
and it requires tremen-
dous leg strength.

Smith believes Leon 
will do well this year 
due to its strong work 
ethic. The Lions also 
have great chemistry, so 
there shouldn’t be much 
drama on the field.

When she’s not play-
ing softball, Smith likes 
to relax at the beach 
or spend time with her 
firends in town.

Although she looks 
forward to playing soft-
ball in college, she can 
thank baseball for get-
ting her started.

Lindsey Smith grew up playing baseball because her hometown did not offer softball.
June Lee

Andrew  Carter James Green CJ Mizell Austin Dantin
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                                                                                            1/20/09        at Mosley
1/23/09        at Lincoln
1/26/09         NFC
1/29/09         at Godby
2/3/09           Wakulla
2/4/09           JPII
2/6/09           Godby
2/9-14/09     Districts

Sports Scoreboard
Results
W, 4-0
T, 1-1
L, 3-0
W, 2-1
W, 5-2
T, 4-4
W, 5-2
L, 2-3
T, 3-3
L, 2-1
T, 2-2
L, 5-3
W, 8-0
W, 2-1
T, 2-2
W, 3-1
W, 4-1
2nd
L, Qtrs.

Results
W, 4-3
W, 4-3

Results
W, 4-3
W, 4-3

Results
W, 66-58
W, 52-45
L, 71-58
W, 77-58
L, 75-52
W, 49-44
W, 58-34
L, 61-54
L, 55-48
L, 70-57
W, 52-35
L, 55-45

Date           Opponent
12/5-6/08      Wakulla Dual Tourney
12/10/08        B.J Fletcher Duals
12/12-13/08   Capital City Classic
1/3/09            Dawg Pound Classic
1/9/09           Wewa/ Bozeman Tri-Meet
1/10/09            Bay Tournament
1/14/09            Chiles
1/16-17/09       Panhandle Champs
1/21/09            Lincoln
1/24/09            Arnold Duals
1/28/09            Rickards
2/7/09              Districts
2/13-14/09       Regionals
2/14-21/09       States

Date         Opponent
11/18/08       at Chiles
11/20/08       NFC
11/24/08       at Maclay 
1125/08        Rickards
12/1/09         FAMU
12/2/09         Lincoln
12/11/08       Godby
12/13/08       at Mosley
1/8/09           Chiles 
1/12/09         at Rickards
1/17/09         Mosley
1/20/09         at Lincoln
1/23/09         at Godby
1/24/09         Rutherford
1/27/09         at FAMU
1/29/09         Maclay
1/30/09         at NFC

Date       Opponent
2/12/09      Maclay
2/20/09      at Fleming Island
2/26/09      at Chiles
2/27/09      at Lincoln
3/2/09        at Oak Hall
3/5/09        Maclay
3/13/09      at Episcopal
3/14/09      at Stanton
3/19/09      Chiles
3/20/09      Lincoln
3/24/09      Maclay
3/26/09      Buchholz

Boys Soccer
Date          Opponent
11/14/08      Gainesville-Eastside
11/15/08      Gainesville-Bucholtz
11/18/08      Chiles
11/24/08      Rutherford
11/26/08      Bay
12/4/08        Chiles 
12/6/08        Godby
12/8/08        Mosley
12/12/08      Lincoln
1/6/09          Mosley
1/9/09          at Lincoln
1/13/09        Rutherford
1/16/09        Rickards
1/17/09        P’cola Washington           
1/21/09        Bay
1/22/09        Maclay
1/24/09        East Gadson
1/26-30/09   Districts
2/5-8/09       Regionals           

Date            Opponent    
2/16/09            at Bolles
2/19/09            at Maclay
2/20/09            Chiles
2/24/09            Lincoln
2/27/09            at Mosley
2/28/09            at Pecola Washington
3/5/09              Rickards
3/6/09              Choctaw
3/7/09              Fort Walton
3/12-14/09      Cities
3/16/09            at Chiles
3/20/09            at Choctaw
3/21/09            at Fort Walton
3/24/09            at Lincoln
3/25/09            at Godby
3/26/09            Mosley

Date            Opponent
2/16/09            at Bolles
2/19/09            at Maclay
2/20/09            Chiles
2/24/09            Lincoln
2/27/09            at Mosley
2/28/09            at Pecola Washington
3/5/09              Rickards
3/6/09              Choctaw
3/7/09              Fort Walcroton
3/12-14/09      Cities
3/16/09            at Chiles
3/20/09            at Choctaw
3/21/09            at Fort Walton
3/24/09            at Lincoln
3/25/09            at Godby
3/26/09            Mosley

Date        Opponent
11/24/08     Florida High
12/4/08       at John Paul II
12/5/08       Rutherford
12/9/08       Mosley
12/11/08     at Rickards
12/12/08     Chiles
1/6/09         Jefferson
1/8/09         at Wakulla
1/9/09         Lincoln
1/13/09       Rickards
1/15/09        at NFC
1/16/09        at Chiles

W, 72- 67
L, 69-50
W, 73-47
L, 63-31
W, 84-60
W, 55-35
L, 70-54
3rd

Results
W, 66-44
L, 65-51
W, 68-52
W, 56-51
L, 49-47 
W, 65-53
W, 63-51
W, 64-57
W, 85-35
L, 67-57
L, 51-47
L, 49-44
W, 59-57
W, 44-28
L, 66-57
W, 47-41
W, 54-37

Results
L, 8-4

Boys Basketball

Wrestling

Girls Tennis

    Junior stopper Scott Hastings played 
a key role in the Leon varsity soccer team’s 
late-season run to the district title game and its 
subsequent berth in the regional playoffs.

     For his efforts, Hastings has been named 
the Leon High Life’s Athlete of the Month.

     Seeded last in the district tournament, 
Leon knocked off Rutherford in the district 
quarterfinals, 3-1, and then pulled off the upset 
of the season by defeating top-seeded Chiles, 
4-2, in the semifinals. Hastings scored Leon’s 
third goal of that game on a penalty kick.

     The victory over the Timberwolves in-
sured Leon of a spot in the regional quarterfi-
nals, where they lost at top-seeded Niceville.

     It marked Leon’s first appearance in the 
post-season since 2007, when the Lions ad-
vanced to the regional finals before also los-
ing at Niceville.

     Hastings helped control the midfield, 
along with senior Nathan Kenny, as Leon 
saved its best soccer for the latter, and most 
important, part of the season. In addition to 
its success in the district tournament, Leon 
notched late-season wins over Rickards, Pen-
sacola-Washington, Maclay and East Gads-
den. 

     Hastings, who is currently working his 
way up the ladder in the Leon tennis program, 
will return for his senior season with high 
hopes of helping the Lions reach the post-sea-
son once again.

June Lee

Boys Tennis

www.leonhighlife.com

 Lacrosse

 Girls Basketball

SCOREBOARD cont.
alumni baseball 

game and a coinciding 
Hall of Fame induction. 
This year, it was held in 
early February.

“It’s fun times,” 
Clark said. “And it rais-
es a lot of money. It’s 
good.”

Although the main 
project this year has been 
the scoreboard addition, 

several other projects 
have given the facility 
an upgraded look. There 
are new windscreens 
and a new bench in the 
home dugout.

Past champion signs 
were scheduled to be 
completed and adorned 
in February.

Renovations on the 
warming track and the 

backstop are next on the 
agenda.

The new scoreboard 
is significantly bigger 
than the former score-
board.

“We went ahead and 
decided to get the nicest 
one we could,” Clark 
said. “And we got a 
pretty good deal on that 
one.”

Allen advances
to state tourney

Senior Ross Allen became 
the first Leon wrestler to qual-
ify for the state finals since 
2004.

Allen, who wrestles in the 
125-pound weight class, took 
a 30-10 record to the finals. 

The 5-foot-6 Allen was 
one point shy of qualifying 
last year, making this season’s 
achievement that much sweet-
er. 


