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Lion replaces principal in canned food drive

This year, “Can the Principal,” a 
school-wide food drive, underwent 
an extensive makeover.

It is now known as “Can the 
Lion.”

Rather than stacking the cans, 
which are annually donated to Sec-
ond Harvest Food Bank, in Princi-
pal Rocky Hanna’s office, they were 
stacked around the Lion in the front 
lobby of the main building.

“[Stacking around the Lion] gives 
more people the opportunity to see 
the amount collected,” Student Body 
President Nic Gavalas said.

Hanna, on the other hand, is a 
little disappointed that the cans will 
not be in his office.

“[When the cans were in my of-
fice] it gave me a chance to get to see 
the students and interact with them,” 
Hanna said. “That is the best part of 
my job: quality time with the stu-
dents.”

The event ran from Nov. 10-21. 
The donated cans will be given to 
children, families and other nonprof-
it organizations in the Leon County 
community.

Cans were collected by Leon’s 
Student Government Association. 
Boxes were distributed to all class-

rooms and students turned them into 
their fourth period teachers. In addi-
tion, clubs participated and brought 
cans into the SGA room as a group.

In previous years, cans were do-
nated in record numbers. Two years 
ago, about 13,000 cans were col-
lected. Last year, 22,063 cans were 
donated, marking the single-largest 
youth donation to Second Harvest 
in the past three years. Last year, the 
most popular items donated were 
corn, peas and green beans.

Such charity can get messy, 
though. Many cans exploded all over 
Hanna’s floor two years ago.

See “CANS” page 4 

Growing piles of cans surround the Leon Lion in the lobby for the “Can the Lion” donation to Second Harvest food drive. 

Isabel Wilson 
High Life News Editor

StudentS hard at
work for charity

Life at Leon: Various activities make the Leon
experience unique: Pages 8 and 9

Jazz becomes 
one of Leon’s 
band classes 
next year
Andrea Herrera
High Life News Writer

June Lee

Leon has always been noted for 
its outstanding band program and the 
school is in the process of expanding 
the program even further.

Starting next year, students will 
be able to enroll in a jazz band class. 
Currently, Leon offers symphonic 
and concert band classes.

First-year band director David 
Thornton pushed for the idea of hav-
ing a jazz group at Leon.

“Jazz is awesome,” Thornton 
said. “It’s fun, and it’s something dif-
ferent.”

The band will consist of a rhythm 
section, which will include bass and 
drums, and another section, which 
include the trombone, trumpet and 
saxophone.

Although jazz band won’t be 
able to be made into a class until 
next school year, students are al-
ready meeting and practicing outside 
of school.

Any student that is in either con-
cert or symphonic band can choose 
to also be in jazz band, if they are 
qualified.

Since, according to Thornton, 
jazz isn’t something that someone 
can just “pick up,” this class is open 
to students who are really passionate 
about music and who are willing to 
put in the extra effort  to make it out-
standing.

Other schools in Leon County 
have jazz bands, and Leon wanted to 
join them and introduced one, too. 

Florida State University has an 
Honors Jazz Band program, and 
some of the high school students 
from that class will also be partici-
pating in Leon’s jazz band.
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Letters To The Editor
Fights: Completely unnecessary

Over the past year and a half, I 
have witnessed quite a few fights. 
Fighting in school is strictly prohib-
ited and serious consequences should 
be enforced. Fights that break out in 
schools and make public news head-
lines are extremely embarrassing to 
the school. The students and faculty 
of the school should be ashamed 
to be a part of a school with fights, 
and should seriously consider doing 
something about it. My advice to stu-
dents around the nation is to always 
try to work things out verbally, not 
physically.

Julie Greenberg

Sports coverage inadequate
I think you are doing an excellent 

to eat outside, which is why there 
is so much trash lying around the 
grounds. 

I think that if freshmen and soph-
omores have written permission from 
a parent, then they should be allowed 
off campus for lunch. I know a lot of 
sophomores who already have cars 
and they should definitely be able to 
drive themselves and their friends to 
lunch. 

With that being said, I would most-
ly like to see the Leon High School 
administration go to the school board 
on behalf of the freshman and sopho-
mores and lobby for a change to this 
unfair rule.

 Caroline Champion

job running the newspaper, but you 
should give more credit to smaller 
sports.

Wrestling and weightlifting need 
to be written about just as much as 
football, soccer and basketball. They 
are all a part of our school. I think you 
should write about all sports equally.

 Philip Hough

Lunch restrictions unfair
At Leon High School, lunch is a 

common favorite time of the school 
day. But for the freshman and sopho-
mores, eating in the lunch room isn’t 
necessarily our favorite thing to do.

For one, the lunch room doesn’t 
accommodate the number of under-
classmen Leon has, leaving it really 
crowded. It also forces a lot of people 
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notable and Quotable

Marijuana: our generation’s cigarette?

An overall lack of 
decency

Call it weed, Mary Jane or a joint. 
Regardless of the moniker, marijuana 
is the drug most commonly abused by 
Leon’s student body. 

Leon High School isn’t the only 
spot where this drug is an issue. Mari-
juana has also become a major thorn 
in the sides of police officers in Tal-
lahassee and the United States as a 
whole.

So why is marijuana the biggest 
drug problem from our high school to 
the West Coast?

Its popularity stems partially from 
how it is portrayed. Marijuana has 
grown in popularity, in part, thanks 
to the media. It is a common feature 
in film, music and television shows. 
Rich and famous partyers have em-
braced it. The street life of rappers is 
intertwined with marijuana use.

Consider, for example, the Ice 
Cube song titled “Smoke Some 
Weed.” Or the lyrics of Lil’ Wayne’s 
rap song “Feel Like Dyin’” that lay 
down the lines “I got smoke coming 
from my seat/I can play basketball 
with the moon/I got the whole world 
at my feet/Playin’ touch football on 
Marijuana Street.”

Paparazzi shots show celebrities 
smoking at exclusive parties.

What sort of message does this 
send to us, the high school students? 
It’s a message that makes marijuana 
not only permissible, but cool. 

Rap music and pop culture create 
a smoke screen that causes a disre-
gard of the risks and dangers of drugs. 
Everyone knows that drugs are not 
going to improve their health. There 
is no lack of evidence, no excuse for 
smoking a joint and thinking that 
there won’t be adverse effects.

However, the actions of the media 
reinforce the popularity and accept-
ability of drug usage.

Rewind 50 years, to the height of 

the cigarette’s popularity. At the cin-
ema, Marilyn Monroe, Cary Grant 
and Humphrey Bogart filled the silver 
screen with smoke. They essentially 
endorsed cigarette usage by lighting 
up in their movies.

For men, it was a way to look 
suave or tough; for women, smoking 
was a sign of effortless cool.

The cigarette’s rise to popularity 
half a century ago is very similar to 
that of marijuana today. Both were 
ubiquitous on the movie screen and 
glamourized by celebrities. The use 
of cigarettes in film made smoking 
more attractive to the public.

If the movies weren’t enough, our 
generation is dealing with bombard-
ment from more than one medium. 
During the 1950s, singing about 
smoking was uncommon. Now, the 
music industry is a part of the promo-
tion of marijuana.

The media’s role in the war on 
drugs and drug abuse is tricky. It is 
difficult to blame the media entirely 
for the popularirty of drugs. A joint or 

a cigarette won’t light itself. It is the 
people who choose to smoke who are 
ultimately responsible for their ac-
tions.

At the same time, the media does 
propagate the usage of an illegal sub-
stance. 

Thankfully, according to Deputy 
Lewis Milliken, drug use at Leon is 
not widespread. Preventing fights, for 
instance, is higher on Milliken’s  to-
do list than busting students for doing 
drugs of any type.

Still, there is no denying that drug 
use and abuse is a problem, regard-
less of its relative size. 

I don’t suggest that the film indus-
try or megastar rappers take the drug 
references out of their artwork.

Not only would that infringe on 
their right to free speech and expres-
sion, it would not be a magic cure to a 
complex problem.

Instead, they should stop glori-
fying marijuana and let some com-
mon sense filter through the smoke 
screen.

On Halloween, I saw these cos-
tumes: sexy bumblebee (3), sexy 
butterfly (2), sexy cat (5), sexy Rag-
gedy Ann, sexy scarecrow, sexy Peter 
Pan, sexy policewoman, sexy Alice in 
Wonderland, sexy nerd, sexy cowgirl 
(2), sexy pirate, and (need I say it?) 
sexy Daisy Duke (2). 

Maybe I’m the only one, but I re-
member the days when the coming of 
autumn signaled chilly weather and 
the chance to wear more clothes. I 
remember the days when Halloween 
was exciting because I got to hide 
from other people. I got to dress up 
like a bear, or a superhero or a ghost. 
The more of me that was covered up, 
the more exciting Halloween was. It 
was a game to guess who was dressed 
up as whom.

On this All Hallow’s Eve, though, 
there were few guessing games. Not 
too much was left to the imagination.

I saw more upper thighs, more 
exposed chests and more abdomens 
than I ever imagined I would see in 
my entire life. Since when did wear-
ing fishnets and knee-high boots be-
come acceptable when you’re dress-
ing up as a flying insect? Since when 
did scarecrows have cleavage? 

There’s nothing cute or attractive 
about dressing immodestly. Dressing 
like trash will only attract trash. And 
even if you don’t care about how you 
present yourself to people, think about 
the people that don’t want to see 75 
percent of your skin.

Cameron Bertron
High Life Senior Writer
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When the performing arts 
teachers realized that renova-
tions to the stage and audito-
rium would be finished this 
semester, they put a special 
event on the calendar to com-
memorate the occasion.

The Dec. 9 event will be a 
combined winter concert fea-
turing Capital Singers, Opus 
32, Concert Chorale, Leon 
Men, Melodears, Madrigal 
Singers, Mane Event, Leon 
Symphonic Band, Leon Or-
chestra, Lion Steel and Frets 
& Strings.  The dance depart-
ment will also be perform-
ing.

While there have been 
many single performing arts 
shows, this is the first com-
bined event.

The new name for the 
auditorium is the Leon Per-
forming Arts Theatre.

The inaugural performance will be two 
acts, with each act an hour long. The number 

of individual pieces in the program is still 
being decided.

All of the Leon Perform-
ing Arts faculty members are 
preparing for this event. When 
David Thornton, the new band 
director, arrived and heard 
about the idea, he was very en-
thusiastic about it.

The faculty members in-
volved in this performance 
are Dr. Judy Arthur, Thornton, 
Tabitha Peck, David Knapp, 
Ed Prasse, Victor Fernandez 
and Mille Seckel.

Knapp, the Lion Steel 
teacher, is trying to coordinate 
some extra components for the 
event. 

“We hope to add some other 
opportunities, like a VIP buffet 
beforehand,” Knapp said.

These teachers want to 
make this an annual event if it 
is “well attended and musically 
successful,” Arthur said.

Emmy Hinrichs 
High Life News Writer

Spotlight shines on upcoming winter showcase
Performing arts groups set to celebrate opening of renovated auditorium

Mille Seckel’s dance class rehearses its routine to Leona Lewis’  hit “Bleeding Love.” 
June Lee
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Auditorium continues to be upgraded
Andrea Herrera
High Life News Writer

The Leon auditorium has under-
gone several renovations in recent 
years. This year, however, the renova-
tions were taken to another level.

With all these new changes, the 
auditorium will be able to facilitate 
events it never could before.

Each year, the school receives a 
certain amount of money from the 
district, which is generated by the 
half-penny sales tax. It is referred to 
as the Capital Outlay money.

The school can only use this 
money for construction and other im-
provement purposes. This year, the 
funding was focused mainly on the 
auditorium.

In the past, the auditorium’s seats 
were replaced and new curtains were 
hung. The old tile floor was replaced 
by a wooden floor which should pro-
vide added safety.

Last year, a sound booth was in-
stalled.

This year, a whole host of  light 
and sound systems were installed. 
These additions are going to increase 
the auditorium’s potential even more. 

The new lights can be used to cre-
ate a plethora of moods and different 
scenarios such as night and evening 
scenes.

In contrast to last year, when there 
were only a couple of lights, many dif-
ferent lights now illuminate the stage. 
From a palette of colors to different 
patterns and designs, the lighting pos-
sibilities are seemingly endless.

“[The drama department] is really 
grateful for all the improvements,” 
drama teacher Rod Durham said. 
“The difference is huge.”

Another thing that will greatly im-

Construction workers continue to make new additions to the auditorium.

The sound booth was added to the auditorium last year.

Last year, a tarp was laid out. 
The results were a bit ironic.

“Of course, since we bought a 
tarp, not one can exploded,” Hanna 
said. 

Hanna does not expect to surpass 
last year’s astronomic numbers and 
is completely fine with it.

“It is okay if we don’t pass last 
year’s number of cans,” Hanna 
said. “There’s got to be a stopping 
point.”

Hanna does expect the class of 
2009 to put up a fight, though. 

“Each class wants to beat the one 
before them,” Hanna said.

Keeping in the spirit of competi-
tion, the fourth period class with the 
most cans will be awarded a party.

CANS cont.

prove the auditorium is the addition 
of cutting-edge sound systems. These 
will provide many different sound ef-
fects to choose from to add variety to 
any event.

There also multiple microphones 
to choose from, including head-
sets and hanging microphones. The 
sounds will now be infinitely clearer 
and louder.

“The sound is so clear now that 
even your grandma could hear it,” 
dance teacher Millie Seckel said.

As it happens, the Ruby Diamond 
Auditorium underwent renovations at 
the same time as Leon’s auditorium 
did.

In the process of doing so, Ruby 
Diamond got rid of its old band shell 
and donated it to Leon. This addition 
will especially benefit the band and 
chorus.

Because so many renovations 
have been done to the auditorium it 
is now able to host a wider variety 
of events. If it weren’t for all these 

improvements, Leon would not have 
been able to host the  musical “110 In 
the Shade.”

Many organizations will also be 
more inclined to rent out the audito-
rium now that it is capable of hosting  

different events.
“Regardless of the event being 

held in the auditorium, [the new ren-
ovations] will benefit not only [Leon] 
but also the community,” Principal 
Rocky Hanna said. “It’s now bigger 
and better than ever.”

June Lee

June Lee
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Martin works hard to keep technology up and running

Society today has become depen-
dent on convenient gadgets, especial-
ly the younger generation.

High schools are run on all types 
of resourceful technology.

For example, attendance and 
grade records  are kept in the program 
called Genesis School Web. Teach-
ers display lecture material using the 
Smart Board program and overheads.  
And day-to-day assignments are writ-
ten and saved on computers.

“Our world is so much smaller 
now becasuse of technology,” Prin-
cipal Rocky Hanna said. “Every-
thing we need, and access to things 
all around the world, are right here in 
our own computers.”

The real question is what keeps all 
those machines and trinkets running 
here at Leon. 

The answer is Leon’s Techies. 
Originally, this group of tech wiz-
ards was known as the Tech Minions. 
They adapted this name through act-
ing out in mischievous ways. Even-
tually, they redeemed themselves and 
are now called the Techies. 

This group of technologically 
gifted people are the ones every-
body calls when their servers crash 
and won’t reboot, or their overheads 

Christine Bigsby
High Life Features Editor

glitch and their smart boards begin to 
lag. 

Leading the Techies is main tech 
aid Dash Martin, who has been a tech 
aid at Leon for just over a year. He is 
assisted by Donna Carney.

“Basically, my job is to try to fix 
every computer problem that arises,” 
Martin said. “And to try to keep stu-
dents from breaking the computers.

“The Techies take care of the 

smaller things, like paper jams and 
checking computer connections, 
while Mrs. Carney and I handle the 
bigger problems.”

On a slow day, Martin receives 
about 10 service calls. But on a nor-
mal or busy day, there can be 30 to 50 
calls for all sorts of problems.

“Half of the calls are from Mr. 
Hanna,” Martin joked.

Hanna doesn’t underestimate 

Martin’s value.
“We are so reliant on technology 

here that if anything goes wrong, we 
are set back,” Hanna said. “Dash is 
called every day in order to maintain 
these things.”

Common issues include printer 
jams, computer connections and dis-
connections, overhead shortages and 
smart boards doing the exact opposite 
of what they are being told to do. 

Martin’s biggest problem this year 
has been the Parent Portal, which dis-
play student grades. The system has 
been inconsistent and difficult to ac-
cess.

“It’s a fairly new system and now 
we are just trying to work out all the 
bugs,” Martin said. “But the truth is 
that it’s not as bad as it was.”

Few high schools today can thrive 
without technology. 

Here at Leon, hundreds of stu-
dents and teachers alike would be set 
back if anything were to ever hap-
pen to the technology that keeps their 
classrooms running.

“We would be thrown back to old 
school,” Hanna said. “It would be 
back to chalk and book.”

It’s a day that Martin hopes he 
never has to witnesses. His livelihood 
depends on it.

“If we don’t have technology, we 
are dead in the water,” Martin said.

Roberta Fiorito
High Life Features Writer

John Isaacs the Sixteenth, a soph-
omore, is able to trace his ancestors to 
medieval times. 

The story began in Holland. The 
first John Isaacs was Jewish and mar-
ried a Dutch woman. It is a Dutch tra-
dition to name the first-born son after 
the father. Thus, the long line of John 
Isaacs began. 

If the average lifetime expectancy 
for each John Isaacs was 40 years, the 
line would be about 600 years old. 

The continuing line of John Isaacs 
is an impressive streak. Each John 
Isaacs has consecutively had at least 
one son for the last 600 years. Such 
a succession of male heirs is not an 
easy task to accomplish. 

This lineage may be the longest 
consecutive male line in the entire 
United States. John Isaacs the Six-
teenth is considering submitting his 
extensive family ancestry to the Guin-
ness Book of World Records.  

John Isaacs the Sixteenth, the 
youngest of the line, often goes by the 
acronym J.I.T.S.

“I came up with the nickname my-
self around the end of eighth grade,” 

Issaacs XVI said. “It’s an awesome 
nickname.”

Rapping is John Isaacs’ passion, 
which could be related to the fact that 
the John Isaacs line has been very 
artistic. Creativity runs through his 
veins. Isaacs’ father is a wildlife artist 
and his great grandfather was a pro-
fessional calligrapher. 

John Isaacs has performed in mul-
tiple pep rally  rap-offs.

“[I’m inspired to rap because of] 
the fact that people say I can’t,” Isaacs 
XVI said. “It gives me a really good 
challenge. I enjoy it.”

J.I.T.S. is proud of his unique his-
tory, and plans to continue the tradi-
tion. 

“I will be very worried if I don’t 
have a son,” Isaacs XVI said. “My 
dad and family will be disappointed, 
and I’ll probably be haunted by my 

ancestors.” 
However, John Isaacs’ father, the 

Fifteenth, says that they joke around 
about the next John Isaacs. 

“I think John secretly wants a son, 
but there’s no real pressure,” Isaacs 
XV  said.  

Even if the John Isaacs line 
doesn’t continue, J.I.T.S. is sure to 
continue writing lines for his budding 
rap career.

Dash Martin repairs a computer in his office which is located in the media center.
June Lee

Leon student John Isaacs XVI, left, carries on the name of his father, right. His grandfather, John Isaacs XIV, is on the far right.
Photos courtesy of John Isaacs

 As technology at Leon continues to increase, “Dash” keeps a watchful eye for problems in the system
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Khadijah Gray
High Life Features Writer

Joshua Stewart teaches American 
History, American Government, Eco-
nomics and is the advisor of Student 
Government Association. 

He puts in plenty of hours and en-
joys spending his time that way.

Stewart was never a part of SGA 
in high school. But when he was in-
terviewed for the teaching job at Leon 
six years ago, it came up in the inter-
view.

“Being [the] advisor for SGA 
was a condition of my employment,” 
Stewart said. Betsy Fisher used to be 
the advisor, but when Stewart came 
around, she suggested that he be the 
full-time SGA advisor.

Stewart puts in many hours at 
night when there is an SGA-spon-
sored event.

Michael Dobson, a senior, has 
been in SGA since his sophomore 
year and is currently the spirit com-
mittee head.

“Mr. Stewart is really dedicated to 
SGA,” Dobson said. 

“He comes to every single event. 
His wife must have a lot of patience 

because he is always with us, even 
though he has a family.” 

Stewarts wife works the night 
shift as a nurse at Tallahassee Memo-
rial Hospital, so sometimes Stewart 
has to take his three kids with him to 
school events.

His favorite SGA-sponsored char-
ity event is Habitat for Humanity, 
which involves clubs building shel-
ters for people in need.

“My favorite school spirit event 
would be tied between Rocktoberfest 
and Mr. Leon,” Stewart said. “Those 
two are always a trip.”

Stewart really enjoys the events 
that include faculty participation.

“I really like the talent shows,” 
Stewart said. “Or when we play a 
volleyball game, faculty against stu-
dents.

“I like to have fun. And I don’t 
get out that much because I’m always 
busy, so I really enjoy the faculty re-
lated events.”

Nic Gavalas, the Student Body 
President, enjoys having Stewart as 
his advisor. 

“He’s really laid back and he un-
derstands that in order to get stuff 
done, people need to get out and do 

it,” Gavalas said. “He’s really trust-
ing and not nit-picky. If you need to 
do stuff [during class], he’ll let you 
go out and do it.”

Stewart enjoys being the advisor 
of SGA because of the type of stu-
dents he deals with on a day-to-day 
basis.

Versatile Fisher balances Mock Trial, golf and teaching 
Khadijah Gray
High Life Features Writer

Betsy Fisher loves teach-
ing so much at Leon because 
of its wonderful learning en-
vironment.

Now in her sixteenth year 
at the school, Fisher teaches 
American History Honors 
and Advanced Placement 
Psychology.

She has coached the girls 
golf team for five years and 
has sponsored the Mock Tri-
al for six years.

Because Fisher is a histo-
ry teacher, the historic nature 
of this school appeals to her. 

“This school is so tradi-
tional and historic,” Fisher 
said. “It is old, but still has 
the cutting edge of a new 
school.”

Senior Brittney Regis had 
Fisher last year for American 
History, and is currently in 
her Psychology class.

“What I love about her is 
that she cares about students 
even if the student doesn’t 
like her,” Regis said. “She 
takes the effort to show that 

she cares. And not just about 
the grade, but the students 
themselves.”

According to Regis, it is 
always a good thing to know 
that a teacher cares about 
you. 

“She isn’t just doing her 
job, she is also doing what 
she loves,” Regis said. “I can 

tell she loves kids.”
Fisher knew for a long 

time that she wanted a job 
that had something to do with 
kids or students.

“When I came to Tal-
lahassee, I was a youth di-
rector,” Fisher said. “And I 
worked with young people. 
Then I found out that Leon 

had an opening, so I took the 
job here.

“I’ve always had jobs 
where I worked with stu-
dents.” 

Mock Trial is both a club 
and a sport, according to Fish-
er. It involves a group of kids 
from Leon competing against 
kids from other schools in a 

Stewart is also proud of the stu-
dents who go to Leon. 

“I love the dedication to excel-
lence,” Stewart said. “They have a 
greater respect for the school that oth-
er schools don’t have.

“I’m glad I have the chance to 
work with such good students.”

Joshua Stewart reviews the procedures for Kid’s Voting during SGA class.

Students recognize Stewart’s dedication

Betsy Fisher looks on as students prepare to role play for their study of personality in AP Psychology.

June Lee

June Lee

Time and effort put into all Student Government activities make him special

Special connection with students makes experienced teacher a school favorite
court case.

“Mock Trial is such an in-
teresting thing to do,” Fisher 
said. “I wish we’d get more 
publicity on it, because I think 
more kids would do it.”

“For example, Lincoln’s 
attorneys interview Leon’s 
witnesses in a real court 
room,” Fisher said.

One year, the Mock Trial 
group does  a criminal case; 
the next year they do a civil 
case. 

“We switch it off every 
year to keep it balanced,” 
Fisher said. “This year will be 
a civil case.”

The cases are based on 
real events, but the names are 
changed to protect anonym-
ity.

The Mock Trial coaches 
are local attorneys. Of the 
five Leon coaches, three of  
the coaches went to Leon and 
were on Mock Trial.

“This year will be a school-
related case,” Fisher said.

The competition will be 
held in February.

“I look forward to the 
competitions.”
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New band breaks with tradition

Student interest in Ultimate Frisbee increases
Club organizers 
have high
aspirations for
growing sport

For the last two years, Le-
on’s Disc Golf Club, a golf-
oriented variant of frisbee, 
was the outlet for frisbee fa-
natics at Leon. However, the 
interest this year resides in a 
different frisbee game, affec-
tionately known as Ultimate. 

Regulated under the UPA 
(Ultimate Players Associa-
tion), Ultimate Frisbee is 
played competitively around 
the U.S., “combining the 
non-stop movement of soccer 
with the aerial passing skills 
of football.”

Traditionally in Ultimate 
Frisbee, two teams with sev-
en players on field pass a fris-
bee disc downfield to score 
points. Ultimate is also “self-
officiated,” meaning that each 
team calls its own fouls.

Keith Richardson, an aid 
at Leon and the new club’s 
sponsor, is very excited about 

the new club and would like 
to see it take off.

“I want students to play 
some competitve Ultimate,” 
said Richardson, who plays 
for a Tallahassee team and 
with FSU’s Ultimate team.

 Richardson acknowledges 
that Leon does not currently 

play the traditional seven-on-
seven style. However, based 
on  the 40-student turnout at 
last month’s first meeting, he 
is primarily focused on creat-
ing a following.

“My first goal [for the 
club] is to have an actual 
practice,” Richardson said.

Derek Jones
High Life Features Writer

Grace Richardson
High Life Features Writer

and Gober’s girlfriend of a year, has 
a favorite song, and it’s no wonder 
why.

“My favorite song of Patrick’s is 
‘Can’t Stop Falling for You.’ Patrick 
wrote it for me for Valentine’s Day,” 
Hartlage said. “It was really sweet.”

When asked what his favor-
ite song was, Gober replied almost 
instantly “Can’t Stop Falling for 
You.”

“I get most of my inspiration for 

In the past, Rocktoberfest mainly 
featured bands from the “rock” genre, 
but Patrick Gobers’s new band, Sus-
pended, broke the mold with its 
acoustic, contemporary style.     

Gober has been writing and sing-
ing his own songs for two years.

“I got started singing because I 
played the guitar and really wanted 
to add words to what I was playing,” 
Gober said. “I would just go home 
and listen to the radio.”

Gober is not the only person in-
vested in this new band. Austin Holm 
plays the drums and Will Dunnaway, 
a junior at SAIL, plays the bass.

Holm, a sophomore, received 
a drum set at age six, and has been 
playing ever since. Holm joined 
the band because of his love for the 
drums and because he admires Gober 
for writing his own songs.

“Patrick, Will and I just click,” 
Holm said.  “Patrick will be just fid-
dling around on his guitar and Will 
and I will jump in. Then we have a 
song on our hands. We have great 
chemistry.”

Emily Hartlage, a fan of the band 

songs from life in general,” Gober 
said. “Basically, the struggles of try-
ing to get through the day.”

Surprisingly enough, the words to 
Gober’s songs come to him naturally 
and quite easily.

“I sit down, start playing my gui-
tar, and the words just come into my 
head,” Gober said. “I don’t really 
have to think too hard. There is so 
much to write about. However, my 
favorite music artist is definitely John 

Mayer.”
With the encouragement of their 

friends, Gober, Holm and Dunnaway 
decided to perform in front of the 
Leon students at Rocktoberfest.

Prior to the event, the band did 
not have a name. But since Rockto-
berfest organizers required bands to 
have a name, they decided to accept 
nominations through Facebook, an  
online website.

When the ballots were in, it came 
down to the following names: From 
the Cradle, Patrick and the Gobers 
and Suspended.

“We decided on Suspended be-
cause it is a chord [on the guitar] that 
I use a lot,” Gober said.

During Rocktoberfest, the band  
performed “Pretty Face,” “Can’t Stop 
Falling for You” and “Be with You.” 

Even though Suspended is just a 
small group of high school students, 
they hope their acoustic, contempo-
rary sound catches their listeners’ 
attention and takes their band a long 
way.

Donovan Geradine completes a pass at an after-school Ultimate practice.

Will Dunnaway, left, and Patrick Gober, right, play a tune during Rocktoberfest. 
June Lee

The new club will 
be led by three stu-
dents. Senior Dono-
van Geradine, the on-
field coach, is drawn 
to the fast-paced na-
ture of the sport.

“When you’re 
playing, you have to 
constantly move,” 
Geradine said. “It’s 
really like any other 
sport in that respect.”  

Senior Daniel Workman, 
the administrator, organized 
the new club from the ash-
es of last year’s Disc Golf 
club. 

“This year we lost all of 
our seniors from Disc Golf,” 
Workman said. “I organized 
the Ultimate Frisbee club 
because there’s more of an 
interest at Leon [for Ulti-
mate].” 

Junior Casey Leach, 
the moderator of the three, 
made it clear that he would 
like to see Ultimate Frisbee 
recognized among the stu-
dent body. 

“A lot of people think we 
just go out there and throw 
the frisbee around,” Leach 
said. “Donovan and I play it 

Derek Jones

Visit:
www.myspace.com/patrickgober

for updates and shows

a whole lot, and we’ve devel-
oped strategies for the team.”  

All three leaders would 
like to see the club grow into 
a competitive team in the near 
future.

“It’s a growing sport in 
the youth, and I feel that we 
should use the advantage and 
talent that we have [at Leon],” 
Geradine said.

Richardson has a lot of 
aspirations for the Ultimate 
Frisbee team as well.

“One of my goals is to take 
a competitive [Ultimate] team 
from Leon to a tournament,” 
Richardson said. “There isn’t 
a Florida high school level of 
competitive Ultimate yet, but 
I would like to see Leon get 
ahead.”

“It’s a growing sport 
in the youth, and I feel 
that we should use the 
advantage and talent 

that we have [at Leon],”

 Donovan Geradine
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After school each Monday, Young Life leaders hand out free popsicles to 
cool off eager students. On cooler days, they will serve hot chocolate.

Freshman Caroline Champion prepares to hit a forehand during a drill in seventh period advanced tennis class. Steven Keller, back left,  and Thomas 
O’Steen, back right, look on. Senior Derek Schwabe, front left, directs the drill, known as “attack,” for the underclassmen. Tennis season starts Feb. 2.

Leon is well-known 
for their prestigious 
performing arts 
department. Mane 
Event, Leon’s a 
capella group, has 
a tradition of sing-
ing around the Lion 
in the lobby every 
Friday (right). Mem-
bers of the drama 
department, Benevia 
Pla and Sara Kate 
Johnson, rehearse for 
“A Street Car Named 
Desire” (top right). 
The Marching Red-
coats rehearse before 
each football game 
(top left).

The culinary program offers different levels of classes, from basic cook-
ing to catering for special events. Junior Casey Risech, left, prepares his 
pizza for the annual pizza competition as Logan Hartsfield looks on.
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Leon offers many non-traditonal classes. Joe Collins works in Construction 
(top) and students type in their Business and Keyboard Skills class (below).

Freshman Caroline Champion prepares to hit a forehand during a drill in seventh period advanced tennis class. Steven Keller, back left,  and Thomas 
O’Steen, back right, look on. Senior Derek Schwabe, front left, directs the drill, known as “attack,” for the underclassmen. Tennis season starts Feb. 2.

Pep rallies are always a special event 
at Leon. The senior crowd goes wild 
while dancing to the YMCA theme 
(top). Jamie Lowstetter, a member 
of Student Government Association, 
works on the banner for the junior 
class (below). Meaghan Rillstone 
paints Kenny Hightower red to show 
off Leon pride (left).

After the bell, Leon’s campus can become very hectic and overwhelming. 
There is always something happening in the hallways. Students will stop 
and chat, or move along their way (top left). After lunch, the stairs leading  
out of the parking bowls are constantly crowded (top right).
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Derek’s Drawing Domain

S
U
D
O
K
U

Instructions
Fill in the grid so that every row, 

every column and every 3 x 3 box 
contains the digits 1 through 9. 

Make sure that no digit is repeat-
ed within any row, column or box.

Be the first to bring your finished Sudoku puzzle to room IA-1 and 
get your name in The High Life!

  5       6     3                                

                    6      3        8      7  

4      5              1                        7            

               8                                6             

      6         4                1     5
   7      1       5     4

   2     9        1
 8      9      4

  3             8          9
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Ideas for Sports Stories?
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LeonHighLife@yahoo.com

Feely juggles administrative responsibilities

Ross Allen is trying to do some-
thing that a Leon weightlifter has nev-
er done: win a state title.

Allen is in the 130-pound weight 
class; the 2A state record bench press 
currently for that class is 285 pounds.

Currently, Allen can bench press 
260 pounds, which is exactly 200 per-
cent of his body weight. Furthermore, 
he can clean-and-jerk a total of 210 
pounds.

Just a year ago, Allen was bench-
ing 190 pounds and his clean-and-jerk 
was 170 pounds.

Weightlifting is very important to 
Allen. It was the first sport he compet-
ed in at Leon.

After Allen placed first at the Cou-
gar Classic in his sophomore year, he 
knew that he wanted to take it on as 
a sport and could compete for a state 
championship.

 Allen works out 13 hours a week. 
Monday, Wednesday and Friday, he 
works out his upper body. Tuesdays 
and Thursdays are devoted to strength-
ening his legs. He does many dips, 
pull-ups and pushups. 

Allen also consumes a lot of protein 
powder, which helps heal the muscle, 
while also allowing him to be able to 
lift more weight.

During Allen’s junior year, he made 
it to the second round at Regionals and 
made first team All Big Bend.

In addition to weightlifting, Al-
len also wrestles. Last year, he made 

weightlifter going for State record

“Florida State Univer-
sity has 19 [sports pro-
grams], and lots of athletic 
directors. Leon has 26 
[programs] and only one 
[athletic director],” Feely 
said.

  Feely is also the Dean 

of Students, which means 
he is in charge of keeping 
all the student activities, 
like clubs and assemblies, 
organized and on the calen-
dar.

“There’s always some-
thing going on at school,” 

he said. And he’s not kidding. 
“Last year there were 1,183 
calendar events. I counted.”

Feely tries to make it to 
many of them. Sometimes he 
goes to as many as four sport-
ing events in a day. 

“There’s a lot of bouncing 
around,” Feely said.

Feely’s hard work pays 
off. For four of the last five 
years, Leon High School’s 
athletic programs have been 
ranked second or third in the 
state. 

“Leon is just a great 
school,” Feely said. “It’s not 
me.” 

For Feely, working in edu-
cation is a family tradition. 

His father is in the state 
football hall of fame. He was 
the starting quarterback at 
Florida State University for 
three years before becom-
ing an athletic director and 
coach.

Mark Feely has had 
many job titles since com-
ing to Leon High School in 
1999 – football coach, golf 
coach, athletic director and 
Dean of Students.

This year, Feely has 
ceased coaching due to the 
nature of his athletic direc-
tor position.

“There’s a push to move 
[the athletic director] to a 
more administrative posi-
tion, which unfortunately 
[means] no coaching,” 
Feely said.

With his duties, Feely 
certainly stays busy. As 
athletic director, he is in 
charge of overseeing all 26 
sports programs at Leon. 

In a school with about 
700 athletes (or a little over 
a third of the student body), 
that is a tall order. 

the second-team All Big Bend in that 
sport and was just one win away from 
advancing to the state tournament.

During the summer, Allen went to 
three different camps, attended every 
voluntary workout, and now practices  
with the team five days a week for 
two hours a day.  

One of these camps was the Miz-
zou Team Georgia Camp, which was a 
program that teams from 13 different 
states participated in. Allen was part 

Cameron Bertron
High Life Senior Writer

Joseph Ciaravella
High Life Sports Writer

of the Tallahassee Team, which was 
made up of players from Leon, Chiles 
and Lincoln. During the morning and 
night, the teams went over moves and 
drilled. The camp also held a tourna-
ment in which Allen finished second.

“[Allen is] a very hard worker and 
a very good role model to the team,” 
wrestling coach Charles Ringel said. 

According to Ringel, Allen’s hard 
work should allow him to reach the 
state tournament this year.

This is an open letter to the 
Florida High School Athletic As-
sociation, strongly urging them to 
adopt Ultimate Frisbee as an official 
sport.  

To whom it may concern,
There is a sports fever that has 

been thriving in the nation since the 
late 1960’s. It is the game of Ulti-
mate Frisbee.

Played with minor equipment 
(only a 175 gram frisbee is required), 
there are no reasons the sport should 
be denied rights to interscholastic 
competition. 

There is nothing more exhilarat-
ing than seeing the flying disc ro-
tating in the air towards a receiver 
sprinting downfield. 

Shouldn’t more potential ath-
letes be able to experience that?

Besides being a great aerobic ex-
ercise, the sport encourages a sense 
of sportsmanship in everyone who 
plays.

Playing for the love of the game 
is one of the cornerstones of this 
sport. 

Few, if any, colleges have sanc-
tioned teams. That narrows partici-
pation in the sport because there are 
none of the pressures that accompa-
ny scholarships in athletics.

Pickup games are often unorga-
nized, and adding structure is exact-
ly what this sport needs. 

The lack of structure that the 
sport gets often deter players from 
participating because there are often 
no organized practices, which makes 
scheduling hard on the players. 

High schools would benefit from 
having recognized teams because it 
provides a cheaper alternative to 
sports that require huge booster or-
ganizations and expensive equip-
ment.

The best way, I believe, for the 
Ultimate Frisbee to get sanctioned 
by the FHSAA would be to get or-
ganized teams to compete against 
at least two other high school teams 
in a minimum of two regions. This 
would be a sufficient starting point. 

I would encourage players of all 
sizes and shapes to petition their re-
spective high schools in an effort to 
organize clubs.

With a little bit of effort from 
everyone who is involved, this idea 
can become a reality.   

friSbee: more 
than an 
activity

Ross Allen demonstrates his form on the bench press during a recent workout.
Joseph Ciaravella

Allen closing in on bench press mark for his division

Time is split between love of sports and assistant principal duties

Steven Keller
Mark Feely sits in his office with sports memorbilia behind him.
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Soccer standouts
Senior captain Kenney haS high hopeS for LionS

Student-athlete Nathan Kenney 
is expecting a strong season for the 
mens’ soccer team this winter. 

He says that the players have been 
working hard in preparation, but  the 
end result will be determined by how 
much they want to win.

Through the pre-season condi-
tioning and workouts, Kenney has 
seen the potential of the team through 
their work ethic.

“This is easily one of the best ju-
nior classes that we have had,” Ken-
ney said. “We’ve got about seven or 
eight strong juniors who are really 
going to be impact players this year.”

Kenney picked up soccer when he 
was about five years old. He started 
in local recreational leagues, such as 
Top of Florida, and eventually tried 
out for the travel team, Tallahassee 
United Futbol Club (TUFC).

“In the beginning, it was just a fun 
way to spend a Saturday morning,” 
Kenney said. “Then, I really decided 
that I liked it at around eight years old 
and have never looked back.”

Kenney has been a player for 
TUFC for about nine years. He start-
ed in the youngest division, the 10-
and-under league, and has played all 
the way up to the oldest, the 18-and-

under league. 
On the field, Kenney plays as the 

sweeper, the anchor of the defense. 
“The sweeper is the last person 

before the goalie,” Kenney said. “So 

I’m like the last line of defense for 
the team. I stop the attack, and I clear 
it out to one of my teammates.”

Though he does not plan to play 
soccer in college, he is looking for a 

successful senior season. 
“I’ll probably end up at the Uni-

versity of Florida or at Florida State 
University,” Kenney said. “I haven’t 
gotten any scholarship offers, but that 
does not diminish the value of this 
season. I’m a senior, and I want to go 
out with a bang.”

Many of Kenney’s teammates look 
up to him for his leadership abilities 
and his work ethic. 

“He was at every one of the pre-
season workouts,” junior Michael Lie-
blong said. “He is really disciplined 
and is extremely talented in leading 
the team.

“He just wants to win so badly, 
and that makes me work harder.”

The expectations are running 
high.

“We are planning on having a suc-
cessful season,” Kenney said. “Dis-
tricts will not be easy, but we’ve got a 
pretty good shot at going far.”

Off the field, Kenney has a full 
plate, balancing his social life and his 
responsibilities at Leon. 

Kenney is the senior class Vice 
President and a member of the Na-
tional Honor Society, Science Nation-
al Honor Society, Spanish National 
Honor Society, Key Club and Inter-
act.

“This year has just been a blast for 
me,” Kenney said. 

SpireS hopeS to continue Lady LionS’ SucceSS

Steven Keller
High Life Sports Editor

Steven Keller
High Life Sports Editor

Alea Spires is the only  girl on the 
soccer field who is allowed to use her 
hands.

That’s because she is the goal-
keeper, the ultimate line of defense 
for the Lady Lions.

As the goalkeeper, the weight of 
the team is essentially resting on her 
shoulders. Even with all the pressure, 
Spires still enjoys playing the game.

“I started playing as a goalkeeper 
in the recreation leagues when I was 
about 5 or 6,” Spires said. “Before that, 
it was just kicking a ball around.”

Since then, the junior has become 
co-captain of her team with sopho-
more Rosemary Klassen. 

Spires hopes to continue the suc-
cess of previous seasons, even after 
the graduation of athletic prodigies 
Susanna Zorn and Chelsea Parmer.

“Last year was a really strong 
team,” Spires said. “But this year we 
have a strong group of girls under the 
leadership of our coach.”

This year, the girls hope to ad-
vance to the postseason playoffs. Un-
til then, one of the biggest obstacles is 
staying positive about their game.

“There are a lot of really good 
teams in our district and region,” 
Spires said. “And this year, I really 
think that we can hang with the best 
of them.”

One of the good things about this 
year’s team is the chemistry they have 
with one another. 

“There are no superstars on this 
squad,” Spires said. “And this year, 
we really operate more as a unit.”

That team unity should prove to 
be important against rivals like Chiles 
and Lincoln High Schools.

Under the guidance of Spires as 
the captain, this year’s Lady Lions 
have a promising start to their season. 
Soccer is not the only sport that Spires 
competes in. She is a member of the 
back-to-back state championship flag 
football team.

Spires is also a member of the 
women’s weightlifting team when 

she is not involved in soccer and flag 
football practice.

“It’s a great way to prepare for 
some of the other sports,” Spires said. 
“I use my time in the weight room to 
condition my body for the field.”

In addition to leading her athlet-
ics teams, Spires also leads a small 

Bible study group during lunch on 
Tuesdays.

“It’s usually about seven or eight 
girls, and we meet on the hill in front 
of the school to just talk about our 
week,” Spires said.” I really enjoy the 
time we spend together.”

Lady Lions’ goalkeeper Alea Spires rejects a shot against rival Chiles.
Photo courtesy of David Mitchell

Photo courtesy of Leon Soccer
Nathan Kenney (right) defends freshman Josh Bridgeman (left) during the Red and 
White game at Leon.
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faLL SportS wrap-up

The Lady Lions volleyball team 
had a 28-2 record overall when the 
High Life went to press. 

After dropping only one set during 
the three-week playoff tournament, 
the Lions were in the state semifinals, 
and faced a tough Lake Howell team 
on Nov. 22. 

The team worked together to 
overcome all but two teams that they 
faced this season. 

They were handed their only two 
losses by teams in California during 
the trip to the Archbishop Mitty tour-
nament in September. 

Through the whole season, the Li-
ons dropped only five sets in district 
and regional play.

In the postseason tournament, 
Leon had only 2 matches left at press 
time.

 The Lions faced Lake Howell in 
the state semifinals. 

If they defeated Lake Howell, the 
Lions were scheduled to  face the win-
ner of the match between St. Thomas 
Aquinas High School and rival Plant 
High School.

Football
After ending this season with a 

7-3 record, the Lions football team 

Photo courtesy of Lion’s Tale

Photo courtesy of Lion’s Tale

Photo courtesy of Lion’s Tale

qualified for the second year in a row 
to play in the regional tournament. 

The Lions have played First Coast 
in both of the last two years.

Senior Austin Dantin has led the 
team in passing stats, completing 58 
percent of his passes, including seven 
touchdowns.

Eric Williams leads the team in 
both receiving and rushing numbers. 
Williams averages 5 yards per carry 
and over 16 yards per catch.

Chris Blackburn leads the defense 
with 79 tackles.  He also has one in-
terception on the season.

C.J. Mizell, who has commited to 
Florida State University, leads line-
backers with 11 tackles for loss and 
6 sacks.

Swimming
During the state meet on Nov. 15, 

the team finished sixteenth overall.
The boys 200 freestyle relay team, 

composed of Antonio Birk, Patrick 
Dix, Will Meyer and Christian Hor-
ton finished seventh overall.

Senior and captain Dix took tenth 
in the 100 backstroke, and fourteenth  
in the 100 butterfly.

On the girls side, the 200 freestyle 
relay team of Megan Bartlett, Anna 
Straubinger Leslie Washburn and 
Emily Kennedy placed fourteenth.

Senior captain Straubinger fin-
ished eleventh in the 100 backstroke 

Junior Taylor Vaughn warms up before a recent match at Leon. The Lions went 
undefeated in the state of Florida this year.

Freshman Juan Neloms, left, and seniors Will Doxsee, center-right, and Austin Dan-
tin, bottom center, wait for their turn during a game at Gene Cox stadium.

Girls swimming dives in at the start of a heat during a dual meet with Lincoln High 
School at Morcrom Aquatic Center.

and fourteenth in the 100 breast-
stroke. 

Megan Bartlett and Antonio Birk 
also contributed to the team’s point 
total by placing in individual events.

Delaney Dye placed ninth in the 
diver’s competition.

Cross Country
The boys team finished first in 

the district and in the region with five 
runners in the top 15. Matt Mizereck 

and Will Stanford finished first and 
second, respectively.

The girls placed third in the dis-
trict with Claire Stodghill and Brooke 
Eubanks finishing in the top 15.

The team also placed third at re-
gionals, with Stodghill and Eubanks 
placing sixth and fifteenth respective-
ly.

Both teams will be competing in 
the state tournament in Dade City, Fl.

Six teams headed to championships; boys cross country looks to defend 
state title; volleyball takes aim at crowning achievement; football on a roll

From High Life Staff Reports
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baSketball countS on experience

Senior girls basketball player Sha-
ronta Williams is already committed 
to playing at the college level, but her 
first priority is to have a successful fi-
nal season at Leon.

The  5-foot-5  starter, in fact, 
hopes to lead the Lady Lions far into 
the playoffs.

Williams, who has been playing 
basketball for about nine years, will 
play both point guard and shooting 
guard this season.

She would love to play for a 
WNBA team, but she will first take 
care of business at Brewton Parker 
College, where she will major in psy-
chology or sports management.

Last year, Leon posted an 18-7 
overall record and Williams played a 
major role in that success.

With six seniors on this year’s 
squad, Williams feels like this team is 
as good, if not better, than any other 
team in the city.

Furthermore, Williams has full 
confidence that first-year coach  
Bruce Daniels will have them ready 

pure-Shooting LewiS LooKS to beat oppoSition

Coming off a 5-11 season, the 
Lion’s basketball team is hoping for 
better results in 2008-09.

They return with four of five start-
ers, including junior Quinterius Lew-
is.

Coach Sam Striplin believes that 
the team is already better than last 
year’s. During the “summer ball” sea-
son, the team only lost one game.

Their main district rivals will be 
Lincoln, which lost BJ Daniels (27 
points per game average) and Ruther-
ford, which has a talented squad re-
turning.

Leon will be led by senior Aus-
tin Dantin (18 ppg.) and Lewis (10.4 
ppg.).

The 6-foot Lewis made 73 percent 
of his shots last season.

Striplin said that Lewis worked 
hard over the summer, participating 
in summer league games as well as 
attending camp with the Lions.

During summer ball, Lewis was 
the team’s leading scorer and Striplin 
said the junior just keeps getting bet-
ter and better.

“He’s one of the best pure shoot-
ers I’ve ever had,” Striplin said. “He’s 

gotten bigger and stronger.
“If you look at a picture of Quin-

terius last year in the yearbook, he 
looks like a little kid compared to 
what he looks like this year.

“He has really beefed up in the 
weight room and his shots have got-
ten better.” 

Lewis said he has increased the 
intensity of his workouts, emphasiz-
ing arm curls, plenty of  leg work and 
running.

Striplin said that in his 15 years 

used to how fast the game was go-
ing.”

Lewis has been playing basketball 
for six years and also played his sev-
enth and eight grade years in middle 
school at Fairview.

Last summer, he played on an 
AAU team, which was coached by 
Bruce Daniels, the head coach of the 
Leon girls team.

Lewis said that his biggest ac-
complishment thus far at Leon was 
his 30-point game against Chiles last 
season.

His performance over the summer 
gives him confidence heading into the 
upcoming season. He was the lead-
ing scorer on Leon’s summer league 
team.

Lewis would like to play college 
basketball, and has already talked to 
some coaches at the next level. But 
currently he is just focusing on high 
school basketball.

“I’m not really worried about that 
too much right now,” Lewis said. 
“I’m not worried about being picky 
with schools and stuff right now.”

Lewis is optimistic about this sea-
son. He thinks that as long as the team 
plays hard with unity that they will be 
able to win a district title and go on to 
the playoffs.

for this current season and keep the 
team in top shape all the way through 
the year.

When she’s not playing basket-
ball, Williams enjoys running track, 
playing flag football and hanging out 
with her friends.

She played a key role in helping 

great athlete.
Williams believes a strong work 

ethic has helped her achieve many of 
her goals, athletically and academi-
cally.

 There seems to be little doubt 
that Williams will make a significant 
impact, on and off the court.
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at Leon, Lewis will be one of only 
two players to start in each of his first 
three seasons for the Lions.

Brian Harrison, the school’s all-
time leading scorer, is the only other 
player to accomplish that feat during 
Striplin’s tenure.

The biggest adjustment for Lewis 
came during his freshman year. Even 
with his high level of athleticism, he 
wasn’t used to the speed of play.

“It was pretty straight,” Lewis 
said. “[As a freshman], I had to get 

With point guard Sharonta Williams,one of six seniors on the squad, the Lady Lions appear poised for a sucessful season.
Photo courtesy of Lion’s Tale 

Photo courtesy of Lion’s Tale 
Quinterius Lewis fends off a defender while lining up a shot during a game last year.

Williams brings 
speed, experience and 
spirit for Lady Lions

the Lady Lions flag football team win 
its second consecutive state title last 
spring.

Athletics aside, Williams likes to 
spend time gonig to the movies and 
playing around on the computer.

According to friends, she is a won-
derful person and she is obviously a 
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Results
W
L
W
DNP
23rd

W
2nd

W
2nd

17th

Results
L, 47-0
W, 41-28
W, 40-13
L, 44-27
L, 14-0
W, 31-28
W, 30-18

W 30-23
W 44-14
W, 10-0

Results
W, 3-0
W, 3-0
W, 3-0
W, 3-1
W, 3-0
W, 3-0
W, 3-1
W, 3-0
7th

W, 3-1
W, 3-0
W, 3-0
W, 3-1
1st

W, 3-0
W, 3-1
W, 3-0

W, 3-0
W, 3-0
W, 3-1

Results
W, 4-0
T, 1-1

Date           Opponent
9/3/08            at Rickards  
9/27/08           Chiles                  
10/2/08           at Maclay                          
10/8/08           FSUS                  
10/10-11/08    FSPA Meet                      
10/15/08 at Lincoln                        
10/18/08 Big Bend
  Ch’ship   
10/22/08 Godby
10/27-31/08 Districts                                
11/6/08 Regionals                              
11/15/08 States 

Date            Opponent                                
9/4/08             Godby 
9/11/08 Wakulla
9/19/08 East Gadson
9/26/08 at Lincoln
10/3/08 at Florida High
10/10/08 Mosley
10/17/08 at NFC
10/24/08 OPEN
10/31/08 at Rutherford
11/7/08 Chiles
11/14/08 at Rickards

Date            Opponent 
9/5/08             at Middleburg                                            
9/9/08            Chiles 
9/12/08           Bolles
9/13/08           at Rutherford
9/16/08           Lincoln
9/18/08          Rutherford
9/19/08          Vince
9/23/08          at Florida High
9/26-27/08     Archbishop 
Mitty Tournament
10/1/08          at Lincoln
10/2/08          Mosley
10/3/08          Rickards
10/7/08          at Chiles
10/10-11/08   Bolles Varsity 
Tournament
10/16/08         Godby
10/23/08         at Niceville

Date            Opponent
11/4/08            at Chiles
11/6/08            at Maclay
11/7/08            at Godby
11/10/08          Bolles
11/14/08          at Mosley
11/15/08          at Rutherford
11/19/08          at Lincoln
11/24/08          at Wakulla
12/2/08            Lincoln
12/5/08            Chiles Tournament
12/8/08            Rutherford
12/10/08          Rutherford
12/19/08          at Florida High

Date        Opponent
9/20/08       Lincoln Invitational                
9/27/08       FSU
10/1/08       Bale and Trail
10/25/08     Panhandle Meet
11/8/08       Districts
11/15/08     Regionals
11/22/08     State

Date        Opponent
11/18 /08    Tip-off Classic
11/24/08     Florida High
12/4/08       John Paul II
12/5/08
12/9/08       Mosley
12/11/08     Rickards
12/12/08     Chiles
12/19/08     Maclay Holiday Classic

Date           Opponent
12/5-6/08      Wakulla Dual Tourney
12/10/08        B.J Fletcher Duals
12/12-13/08   Capital City Classic

Date         Opponent
11/12/08      at Godby
11/14/08      Rutherford
11/15/08       at FAMU
11/20/08       at Rickards
11/21-24/08 Thanksgiving Classic
11/27/08       at NFC 
11/30/08       Lincoln
12/11/08       at Chiles
12/15/08       at Mosley
12/21-22/08  Lady Lions Classic

10/25/08    Bishop Kenny
10/27-30-/08 Districts
11/5/08 Regional Quarterfinals
11/11/08 Regional Semifinals
11/15/08 Regional Finals
11/21-22/08 State Championship

Boys Soccer
Date          Opponent
11/14/08      Gainesville-Eastside
11/15/08      Gainesville-Bucholtz
11/18/08      Chiles
11/21-22/08 Kickoff Classic
11/24/08      Rutherford
11/26/08      Bay
12/2/08        West Gadsden 
12/4/08        Chiles 
12/6/08        Godby
12/8/08        Mosley
12/12/08      Lincoln
12/20-23/08 Admiral Cup

 Date         Opponent                                                  
9/20/08       Lincoln Invitational                
9/27/08       FSU
10/1/08       Bale and Trail
10/25/08     Panhandle Meet
11/8/08       Districts
11/15/08     Regionals
11/22/08     State

Results
1st

13th

10th

5th

3rd

3rd

Swimming

Football

Volleyball 

 Cross Country Boys

Cross Country Girls

Girls Soccer
Results
L, 3-0
W, 1-0

Results
1st Place
2nd

1st

2nd1’                        1
1st

1st

Results

Results

Results

Boys Basketball

Wrestling

Kami Downey already has more gold med-
als than many students at Leon will ever see.

She recently won 5 gold medals at the spe-
cial olympics event in Orlando.  

She recieved medals in vault, bar, floor, and 
others. 

“I just feel really happy,” Downey said. “I 
had lots of fun and I love competing in sport-
ing events.”

Downey participates in swimming at Leon 
as well as gymnastics on her own. 

She currently swims for the Lions during 
their regular season. 

She is constantly challenging herself by try-
ing new sports.  She takes pride in her work 
and considers herself to fully embody the Leon 
pride spirit.

Downey is very proud of her gold medal 
achievements and is more than willing to share 
the experience. 

She expects to continue her athletic career 
and hopes to achieve many more awards. 

She is especially excited about the opportu-
nites to compete in events like this again.

Robby Epstein

 Girls Basketball

Serving the Big Bend area since 1959.

We’re All About You!

E-mail inquiries to Kathryn Haley at

LeonHighLife@yahoo.com
Please include “T-shirt” in subject line

Want to support the newspaper
with a cool T-Shirt?

See our next iSSue for... 
A feature on Mrs. Tabitha Peck, who directs part of Leon Chorus with her unique abilty to “hear” colors.


