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Ardley in 
charge
Former Rickards 
assistant takes over 
for Pat Weaver

Chorus teacher uses rare condi-
tion to enhance choir’s sound 

New PeaceJam program inspires students to promote peace with the help of Nobel Peace Laureates
PeaceJam helps Lions create positive change

At the end of last year, 
Assistant Principal Pat Weav-
er resigned after a long and 
distinguished career.

But the person taking her 
place is already proving to be 
a success in his own right.

Ricky Ardley, formerly 
assistant of discipline at 
Rickards, came to the same 
position at Leon after be-
ing selected by Superinten-
dent Jackie Pons to replace 
Weaver.

Ardley had previously 
worked at Leon for 16 years, 
teaching subjects including 
biology and driver’s ed. He 
also coached various sports 
during his tenure.

On a typical day, Ardley 
said he collects about 20 cell 
phones that teachers confis-
cated from students.

The most popular, he 
said, is the iPhone.

His plans for improving  
discipline at Leon include 
what he described as “more 
intervention programs.”

That likely will mean  
more lunchtime and after-
school detentions for misbe-
having students.

Leon Principal Rocky 
Hanna said he is pleased so 
far with Ardley’s first-year 
performance at Leon.

And Ardley?
He said he’s having a 

good time with his job: En-
suring Leon students behave.

“I’m loving [Leon],” Ard-
ley said.

Leon has always taken pride 
in helping out the community, 
and this year history teacher 
Scott Brown is helping student 
take it up to a new level.  

Through a local version of the 
international PeaceJam program, 
Leon students will have a chance 
to promote positive change here 
and beyond -- while sharing 
ideas with Nobel Peace prize 
Laureates

The PeaceJam started in 

new peace-promoting program.
He hopes to gather a group of 30 

or so Leon students to take part in the 
program.  The team will meet weekly 
and discuss and thoroughly plan its 
own “Global Call to Action Projects”.

The projects can range from 
anything like a small act that helps 
the immediate community to a larger 
project that impacts an entire country. 

The program also addresses issues 
ranging from peace and social justice 
to violence and oppression.

See “PEACEJAM” page 4

Colorado in 1996 when Nobel 
Peace prize Laureates decided to get 
involved in helping the world’s youth 
make the world a better place.  The 
mission of the Peace Jam is to “create 
a new generation of young leaders 
committed to positive change.”

Since PeaceJam’s launch, more 
than 600,000 young people have 
participated, and more than a million 
service projects have been created.  
Now Brown is guiding the program at 
Leon.

Brown said he is excited that Leon 
now has a chance to be a part of this 

The secret to the Leon 
Melodears’ sound might 
just be the rainbow of colors 
Tabitha Peck hears in their 
voices.

When a Melodear sings, 
the Leon chorus teacher hears 
not just notes but shades of 
purple, red and blue.

Peck has an unusual con-
dition called synesthesia, 
in which some senses get 
mixed with other senses. In 
Peck’s case, she interprets a 
person’s voice as a color. 

 This, Peck said, helps her 
ensure the Leon Melodears 
-- an ensemble choir -- are 
singing their best.

Peck first learned about 
her synesthesia when she got 
the chorus job at Leon.

“When I was younger I 
didn’t think it was unnatural 
to associate sound and col-
ors,” Peck said. “Then when 
I began teaching at Leon, I 
told one of my students that 

her voice sounded a bit pur-
ple. And she told me that her 
English teacher had told her 
about something like this.”

Peck has demonstrated 
her color-interpreting skills 
to Betty Harrison’s TCC Eng-
lish class, but Peck only tells 
her Melodear students the ac-
tual color of their voice.

“I have to make it a rule 
that I only tell them, or else 
everyone would come up to 
me and ask me,” Peck said. 
“It allows me to arrange the 
singers by the color of their 
voice.” 

Rachel Hillman is the 
student director of the Melo-
dears. Her voice, Peck deter-
mined, is scarlet red.

“My favorite color was 
scarlet even before I knew that 
was the color of my voice,” 
Hillman said. “Now it is even 
more my favorite color.”

The color of a person’s 
voice varies depending on the 
synesthetic person hearing it.

“It depends on what a per-

son associates each color with 
in their childhood,” Hillman 
said. “So for another person 
who has synesthesia, I may 
be a different color.”

Knowing what color a 
person’s voice is helps them 
to better listen to others.

“Now that I know what 
color I am, it helps me pay 
attention more to the singers 
around me,” Hillman said. 
“It is so great that Ms. Peck 
has synesthesia; when we are 
in the proper order, all of our 
voices sound like one.”

Khadijah Gray

Khadijah Gray
Tabitha Peck’s synesthesia allows her to arrange singers by the 
colors of their voices during seventh period Melodears class. 

3 6
Sports photo
spotlight

14
Teacher Feature: 
Kothe

Attendance



The High Life Staff
Editor-in-chief: Kyle Muller
News Editor: Isabel Wilson

Editorial Editor: Ashira Morris
Features Editor: Christine Bigsby

Sports Editor: Steven Keller
Photo Editor: June Lee

Business Manager: Kathryn Haley

editorials2 leon  high  life the

Dec. ‘08

Letters To The Editor
Trash detracts from school beauty

I recently transferred from a dif-
ferent school and I loved Leon’s 
campus ever since I saw it this sum-
mer. It is truly beautiful, a school you 
would see in the movies, but since 
school has started, Leon has slowly 
turned into a landfill.

Trash drifts across the parking lot 
like tumbleweed and coats the court-
yars areas even though a trash can is 
2 feet away. Not only is it aestheti-
cally unappealing, it’s unsanitary and 
harmful to the environment.

I encourage students to take those 
10 laborious steps out of their way to 
dispose of their garbage. That way 
we can maintain this gorgeous cam-
pus.

Rebeccah Noyes

homework so they could be prepared 
for class. At least teachers’ days are 
now more fun now that they get to 
mark a few more students tardy. Also, 
taking away the ten minutes between 
first and second period makes it much 
more difficult for students without a 
first period to get to class on time.
     Colin Granger
Underclassmen need shock collars
     Underclassmen trucking off cam-
pus every day at lunch is getting a 
little ridiculous. It is supposed to be a 
privilege enjoyed by the upperclass-
men only. My day is certainly damp-
ened by all the little freshmen cutting 
in line at St. John’s. Maybe we should 
apply shock collars to keep them in 
check.
     Savannah Mills

New student feels at home
     As a new student to Leon (I trans-
ferred from Chiles this year) I wanted 
to express my joy at how welcomed I 
felt coming here.
  The students and teachers are friendly 
and I have found comfort in the halls 
of this school. I was worried, coming 
to a new school, but those worries and 
fears were gone by the second week. I 
truly enjoy Leon. 
     Anonymous 
Not enough time to get to class
     Two years ago, we had six minutes 
between classes, and we had ten min-
utes between first and second period. 
I guess too many students were arriv-
ing in class on time or early. Teach-
ers must not have liked students be-
ing able to get out their classwork and 
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Notable aNd Quotable

In praise of the printed newspaper

This season, forget 
politically 
correct

I despise all online news. Sadly, 
according to professionals in the jour-
nalism field, the Internet is the new 
frontier for newspapers. 

The benefits to adapting newspa-
pers for cyberspace appear to be end-
less. News can be updated as soon as 
it breaks. There is a constant stream 
of information; with the Internet, a 
juicy story can be broken to readers 
faster than you can say “extra, extra 
read all about it.” 

While the traditional newspaper 
is printed once a day, a Web site can 
be constantly updated, revised and 
changed.

Still pictures can be replaced by 
videos. 

And yet, despite all of these ad-
vantages, I remain a staunch tradi-
tionalist.

I am not satisfied with my news 
unless I can hold it in my hand and 
get black dust on my fingers from the 
printing ink.

Call me a purist.
Say I’m stuck in the Stone Age 

while the rest of the journalistic world 
is living in the Information Age. I am 
still in strong defense of the printed 
news.

By definition, shouldn’t a newspa-
per be printed, on paper? To me, it is 
sacreligious to call an online publica-
tion of news stories a newspaper.

There is something special about 
being able to physically hold a news-
paper. It gives me a sense of owner-
ship, the feeling that I have a piece of 
history in my hands. 

Anyone can access CNN.com or 
the online New York Times. There is 
no sense of personal possession. The 
Web site is an open door that any-
one can enter but no one can own or 
claim.

A year from now, or even two 
weeks from now, the content on any 

of these online publications will be in 
a technological storage bin. No one 
will be able to actually grasp the pag-
es of last week’s headlines once they 
have been filed away on a computer.

The November 5 newspaper that 
announced Barack Obama as the next 
president of the United States was 
snatched up by readers who wanted 
a piece of history. The New York 
Times, Chicago Tribune, Washington 
Post, and countless other local news-
papers all sold out of copies before 
noon. The demand was so high that 
additional papers were printed.

Sure, anyone could have gone on-
line and read the Nov. 5 news free of 
charge.

But after clicking the little black 
“x”, that article would not be in their 
possession any more. A hard copy of 
this historic newspaper is the type 
of artifact that can be preserved and 
saved for posterity.

My love of the printed newspaper 
is, perhaps, swayed by personal ex-
perience. Without reading the daily 

news at breakfast, I feel that my day 
hasn’t truly started. 

Like a bibliophile opening a brand 
new book, I savor the crisp sound of 
flipping open the front page of the 
newspaper. I love the smell of freshly 
printed ink.

Yet I have no such emotional con-
nection to the computer. Clicking 
the Internet Explorer icon to enter to 
World Wide Web gives me no per-
sonal joy.

What about the quintessential im-
age of a businessman, sitting at the 
breakfast table with his coffee and 
newspaper, preparing for the day? 

What about the kids who wait for 
the Sunday paper to read the colorful 
comics?

What about the old man perched 
on a park bench reading a newspa-
per?

All of these images lose thier 
charm without the focal point: the 
newspaper.

For me, nothing will ever replace 
the printed newspaper.

Merry Christmas. I’m wishing 
you ‘Merry Christmas’ and not 
‘Happy Holidays’ because I don’t 
believe in political correctness 
during the holiday season. Christmas 
is a part of my culture. 

The other holidays that occur 
during the same time as Christmas 
like Hanukkah, Kwanzaa and 
Ramadan are part of my friends’ and 
acquaintances’ cultures. 

I’m okay with them saying 
Happy [insert holiday here] to me, 
so why shouldn’t they be okay with 
me saying ‘Merry Christmas’ to 
them?

In a world where we are 
encouraged to celebrate our culture 
and way of life as much as possible 
and to accept and be accepted by 
others, it just seems downright 
silly not to wish someone ‘Merry 
Christmas.’

Why should I stifle my beliefs for 
fear of being offensive to someone 
who might not celebrate the same 
way that I celebrate? It erases the 
color from culture. 

One way to look at holiday well-
wishing is just that – well-wishing. 
No matter what words are used, it’s 
still one person hoping that another 
person enjoys the time they are 
given to celebrate the season. I can’t 
find anything wrong with that.

So Merry Christmas, everyone.

Cameron Bertron
High Life Senior Writer
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Leon High School’s Attendance 
Policies have long been in place, but 
Principal of Attendance Geni Everett 
is making sure they’re actually 
enforced.

Under Everett, students who 
don’t sign out before leaving campus 
are no longer excused. College visits 
must be documented before students 
leave and return.

 The majority of Leon students 
follow the attendance policies, 
which includes a requirement that 
all students sign in and out before 
leaving and returning to campus. 

Still, Everett said, some students 
abuse the rules. Everett and the rest 
of the attendance staff have seen 
unexcused absences in the 20s and 
higher

And under her watch, the policy  
for such behavior is zero tolerance.

“In the past, when I have had 

attendance issues, [the Attendance 
Office] has always gone out of their 
way to help me,” says senior Kathryn 
Haley.

Many students mistakenly 
assume the automated call from the 
Attendance Office is a mistake they 
don’t need to worry about. 

Everett said she tries to help well-
meaning students with attendance 
missteps.

“I try to give students an 
opportunity to earn back their grades, 
within reason. I look for mistakes 
that might have occurred and make 
suggestions to students as to what 
they could do,” says Everett.

Under the policies, students are 
expected to be absent only if they are 
ill, have an appointment, a death in 
the family,  or a prearranged absence 
or religious holiday.

Students can “work off” their 
unexcused absences. Saturday School 

is held for three hours, and students 
with four unexcused absences must 
pick up trash on campus. 

Everett’s advice is “to fix your 
absences by not getting any in the 
first place.”

Emmy Hinrichs 
High Life News Writer

Service clubs give 
time, gifts during
holiday season 

Principal of Attendance gradually
enforces more aspects of school policy

Attendance runs smoothly with Everett’s help

Emmy Hinrichs
High Life News Editor

With the holidays right around 
the corner, ‘tis the season to help the 
less fortunate, and service clubs at 
Leon High are doing their share to 
help everyone from the elderly living 
in nursing homes to homeless people 
seeking refuge in shelters.

Pierian, the National Honors 
Society at Leon, has helped out with 
the same charity for the last five 
years. 

Each student fills a stocking with 
gifts, usually toys and candy, for local  
children.

The stockings are usually filled 
with toys and candy for the children. 

“I think it’s fabulous that we get to 
help less fortunate children during the 
holiday season,” says senior Pierian 
member Anna Magnan.

Key Club, a service club at 
Leon, also helps the community by 
participating with The Sharing Tree.

Key Club members sit at the mall 
with a tree and keep track of people 
who buy presents for those in need. 

“Key Club is a great organization 
that does a lot of good for our 
community throughout the year, 
especially the holidays,” says Michael 
Dobson, Key Club president.

Anchor Club, an all-girl’s service 
club, helps a different charity each 
year. Last year, each member brought 
in a used coat and gave them to 
Christmas Connection.

This year the club will make gifts 
and bring them to elderly residents 
at Westminster Oaks nursing home.
The idea stemmed from a project last 
year. Club members will also make 
baked goods for the nurses.

“Anchor is really good about 
community outreach,” said co-
president Isabel Wilson.

“By doing this project, we not 
only help out [the elderly], but the 
club as a whole gets to know each 
other better.”

In previous years, Exchangette’s 
has “adopted” a family and bought 
items the family needed. This year 
they will do the same thing for the 
family of a Leon student.

June Lee
Geni Everett consults with a student about her attendance.  

Clubs bring holiday season spirit to 
less fortunate people around town

Paw Puzzlerthe

Be the first to bring the correct answer to room 
IA-1 and get a shout-out in the Leon High Life!

How many Lions can be found in
Principal Rocky Hanna’s office?

12
42
55
74
100+
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Students collect almost 17,000 cans

Isabel Wilson
High Life News Writer

After nearly two weeks of collect-
ing canned goods, Leon High School 
ended the drive with 16,934 cans.

While students did not beat last 
year’s record of 22,000 cans, the 
school, including Student Govern-
ment Association’s head of hospital-
ity Mallory Alonso, was proud.

”Overall I am happy with the turn-
out because at the beginning I wasn’t 
expecting to get as many (cans) as we 
got,” Alonso said.

When the campaign began, the 
cans came in slowly. But Principal 
Rocky Hanna found a solution: He 
promised that any student to bring 

In March of next year, the team 
will get a chance to share its ideas 
at the annual PeaceJam Youth 
Conference which will take place at 
Florida State University.

 Nobel Peace prize Laureate 
Betty Williams, known for her 
efforts to end violence in Northern 
Ireland, will be at the conference. 

Williams will meet with the 
PeaceJam teams to discuss and share 
advice and knowledge on their ideas 
for positive change.

“The PeaceJam is all about trying 
to make things better in the world, 
instead of creating competion,” 
Brown said.

“Anyone can take part in [the 
PeaceJam]. You just need to have 
a deep interest in making the world 
better.”

in 10 cans could leave fourth period 
class eight minutes early for lunch. 
The last two days of the drive brought 
in the highest number of cans.

Can drive organizers came up 
with other ways to drum up can dona-
tions. The fourth period class on each 
floor of Leon’s buildings to bring in 
the most cans was awarded a donut 
party. 

The main building winners were 
Mark Aley’s class (first floor and arts 
and science building), Leslie Smer-
noff’s class (second floor) and Sylvia 
Crew’s class (third floor).

The Nettles building winners were 
Oakley Van Oss (first floor) and Col-
lette Clarke (second floor).

Smernoff’s fourth period brought 
in the most cans, with 1,260.

Rebus Gestis, the Latin club, 
brought in an astounding 7,768 cans. 
They have been the leading contribu-
tor to the canned food drive at Leon 
for the past few years. 

Alonso said there were a number 
of reasons why Leon did not raise as 
many cans as last year, one being the 
timing. 

“Last year we did the drive after 
Thanksgiving, which gave us more 
of a break between raising money for 
breast cancer and ‘Can the Lion,’” 
Alonso said, “so we might have been 
asking for alot from students and 
clubs in a short amount of time.”

Another factor is the plummeting 
economy. At a time when people are 
pinching pennies, grocery stores and 
students could not afford to donate as 
much as they did in previous years.

The total weight of this year’s 
cans surpassed last year’s. Also, the 
overall quality in the goods in the 
cans was higher. The most common 
donation? Chicken noodle soup and 
green beans.

The cans not only went to Second 
Harvest and Echo. About 20 Leon 
students’ families received help. 

“We helped a lot of families be 
able to survive the holiday season,” 
Hanna said. “I am proud to be the 
principal here at Leon.”

The Lion is surrounded by 16,934 cans in the lobby (left). Student Government Association members help load up cans on the Second Harvest truck (right).
Photos by June Lee

PEACEJAM cont.

Successful ‘Can the Lion’ program helps those in need 
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Christine Bigsby
High Life Features Editor

Winter break is finally near, and 
along with it comes the annual pleth-
ora of colds,  flus and allergy flare-
ups. 

Winter break is the time of year 
when the student body seems most 
prone to contagious infections. Aller-
gies are fired up and immune systems 
take a beating.

But Principal Rocky Hanna and 
other school officials have advice to 
help students avoid the worst of the 
winter blahs.

The best way for Leon students to 
stay in top condition is to wash their 
hands often using soap or an alcohol-
based cleanser. They should also 
avoid touching their eyes, nose, and 
mouth, said Student Health Assistant 
Alana Wise. Stay home from school 
if any of the symptoms proceed past 
basic cold symtoms, she warned. And 
as much as possible avoid close con-
tact  with others who are sick. 

Students with even mild symptoms 
should begin treating themselves to 
prevent further infection.

To head off a nasty flu, the most 
common winter break sickness, Wise 

advises that students get plenty of 
rest, drink plenty of fluids, gargle with 
warm saltwater to prevent scratchy 
throat, try basic medication such as 
Tylenol to reduce muscle aches, and 
try to  get as much Viatmin C as pos-
sible. 

Under Leon policy, Hanna advised 
students with certain tell-tale symp-
toms and conditions to stay home for 
at least 24 hours before returning to 
school They include having a fever 
of 100 degrees or higher, vomiting, 
diarrhea, severe cough, severe con-

gestion, skin rash, head lice, chicken 
pox, strep throat, pink eye, impetigo, 
and ringworm. 

Flu symptoms include fever, nau-
sea, and heavy congestion.

See “ILLNESS” page 7

Ashley-Nicole Westmoreland is assisted by Student Health Assistant Alana Wise. 
June Lee

Roberta’s thrifty holiday gift ideas

For MoM

For signiFicant other

For Friends

For dad

For sister For Brother

With the lackluster economy as bleak as the winter weather, wallets are feeling the chill. Thrifty gifts are an easy way to pinch a penny this 
holiday season. And even if the gifts aren’t exactly designer, remember the most important lesson of the holidays: It’s the thought, and the 
generosity, that counts. Here are several economical ideas, all under $25, for some of the recipients on your list: 

Pottery and craft shops sell piec-
es of pottery that buyers can paint, 
glaze, and fire in the store. A hand- 
painted mug or plate would make a 
creative piece of artwork Mom will 
use every day. 

A makeup brush set is an effort-
less gift that moms will love.

Give the gift of music to dad this 
year.  A new CD from his favorite band, 
or even a couple of homemade mixes 
with all of his favorite tunes, will be 
greatly appreciated. 

A great book is always a wise 
choice for Dad. Look for new releases 
from his favorite authors or a best-
seller from his favorite genre. There’s 
nothing like a good 
book to read during 
the winter holidays.

There’s still time to take up a new 
hobby before gift giving begins. Cre-
ate a personal present for your sister 
with string and beads. Whether it is 
a necklace, bracelet, or keychain, she 
will appreciate a gift from the heart. 

You don’t need to be an expert 
at needlework to sew two pieces of 
fabric together. This holiday sea-
son, create a tote or small bag from 
scraps of fabric. Decorating adds a 
special                 touch.

Warm pajama pants make great 
gifts for guys at any age, especially 
during these cold winter months. 

And everyone wants to stay in-
side on cold days, so why not give 
your brother his favorite video game 
or DVD?

Frame a picture of the two of you. And 
if you’re feeling very crafty, decorate the 
frame or even create a scrapbook to remi-
nisce on good memories.

Scarves, hats or mittens are 
also  great way to keep your 
loved one warm.

Personalized baked goods are a special 
treat for friends. When giving multiple gifts, 
it’s convenient to give the same item. How-
ever, make the gift personal, such as ginger-
bread cookies decorated with faces 
and names.

iTunes gift cards allow your 
friends to buy not only music, but 
television shows and movies as 
well. 
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Cesar Kothe has taught 
at Leon for 11 years but still 
loves it as much as the first 
day.

The Argentina native said 
he hopes he can teach at Leon 
until retirement.

“Teaching is a profession 
where every year you have 
to do something different,” 
Kothe said. “Every year new 
faces come in.”

Money isn’t Kothe’s mo-
tivation to teach at Leon. 
He feels rewarded when 
students, who have already 
graduated, come back to visit 
him. They are married and 
are accomplished.

“It is great to see them 
so successful in their life,” 
Kothe said. “Mainly the stu-
dents who come to visit are 
the ones that were in any of 
the clubs that I sponsor or I 
somehow got to know them 
better than the other stu-
dents.”

Kothe is the sponsor of 
the math club Mu Alpha 
Theta.

“This year it is a large 
group of kids,” Kothe said. 
“There are 40 students who 
love math. It is basically a 
group of students who take 

old tests and improve their 
math skill, and then compete 
with other schools.”

Senior Conor McBride, 
has been in Mu Alpha Theta 
for six years, including two 
years at Cobb.

“In the past three years 
we’ve been really small 
compared to other schools,” 
McBride said. “So we kind of 
go to the competitions for the 
fun of hanging out together. 

I mean, we do compete and 
take it seriously but I feel it’s 
a bit more for fun too.”

The first time Kothe 
walked into a classroom, as a 
substitute, he knew he wanted 
to be a teacher.

“As soon as I stepped into 
the classroom it just clicked: 
this is what I want to do,” 
Kothe said. “As a student 
in high school and college, 
whenever we worked as a 

group, I was always the one 
who explained math to the 
other students,” Kothe said.

When Kothe moved to 
Tallahassee, he was a substi-
tute at Leon until he finished 
getting his teacher certifica-
tion at Florida State Universi-
ty. Then he got the Leon job. 

Kothe taught many dif-
ferent levels of math, but he 
prefers the higher levels of  
math.

“I get to interact more 
with students,” Kothe said.

McBride took trigonom-
etry two years ago.

“It was always fun, and 
[his class] was a good envi-
ronment to learn,” McBride 
said. “You still had to do all 
of your work, but he always 
told jokes and stuff to make 
it fun.”

Because of Kothe’s strong 
Argentinean accent, some 
of his points fail to come 
across.

“But if you ask him any 
questions Mr. Kothe is al-
ways there to help,” McBride 
said. “And he explains things 
really well, so if you just ask, 
you can get as much help as 
you need.”

Some students joke that 
it’s a good thing Kothe teach-
es math instead of English.

“[Because of his accent,] 
if he was teaching English I’d 
be screwed,” McBride said. 
“But math is a universal lan-
guage.” 

Kothe said he loves teach-
ing at Leon and always will.

“I have no complaints 
about Leon,” Kothe said. “I 
love the faculty and the ad-
ministration here, and I hope 
to never leave until retire-
ment.”

By: Khadijah Gray
High Life Features Writer

The Olson Twins: Not Quite Double Trouble

At Leon, it’s rare to see one Olson 
without the other.

Brad and Jeff Olson walk around 
campus together. They cruise around 
in their car together.

Such is the life of fraternal twins. 
Born from separately fertilized eggs 
just eight minutes apart, they bear 
striking similarities yet have their dif-
ferences. 

 Jane Olson, the twins’ mother, de-
scribes both sons as easygoing.

“Twins are easy because they 
entertain each other,” Olson said. 

“On the first day of school there 
is always trepidation about going to 
school. But when you have your twin 
it’s OK.”

Brad and Jeff agree.
“You always have someone there,” 

said Jeff Olson.
For twins,  the more outgoing and 

assertive twin is referred to as “the al-
pha twin.”

And usually the alpha is the first-
born. But not with the Olsons.

Brad is eight 
minutes young-
er  than Jeff, 
but according to 
mom, “Brad is 
the alpha twin.”

The Olson 
twins’ friends 
describe them 
as similar, but 
they see some 
individual traits  

Derek Jones
High Life Features Writer

Easy-going twins are relaxed and chill

Kothe continues teaching after 11 years
Enthusiastic teacher relishes reuniting with former Leon students

Cesar Kothe explains the double-angle and half-angle identities to his fifth period trigonometry class.

Jeff, top, and Brad, bottom, Olson enjoy going to Florida State games. 
between the two.

“Brad is very funny and Jeff com-
pliments him well,” said sophomore 
Megan Lieblong. 

“But when you talk to them sepa-
rately, they respond the same way.”

The Olsons said they realize that 
their parents trust them.

Maybe that explain why they are 
always so relaxed.

June Lee

June Lee
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“During the win-
ter season, we prob-
ably see 20 kids a 
day with the flu or 
flu-like symtoms,” 
Wise said. 

Another surpris-
ing condition that 
affects students dur-
ing the season is de-

hydration.
Many students 

slack off on drink-
ing enough liquids 
to keep their bodies 
in tip-top condition. 

Dehydration can 
become a serious is-
sue if it goes unno-
ticed for too long. 

ILLNESS cont.

Staff display school spirit 
Leon has been around for more 

than a century, and during those de-
cades, its faculty and staff have cul-
tivated a great sense of pride and 
school spirit.

That history holds a special place 
in the hearts of those devoted to Le-
on’s ongoing tradition and success. 

“To me, school spirit literally 
translates into the soul of the school,” 
said freshman sponsor Diane Chancy. 
“What we have at Leon is like our 
own little community.”

 Long before Rocky Hanna be-
came Leon’s principal, he was a 
student and a third-generation Leon 
graduate. Being around Leon for so 
many years has greatly contributed to 
his pride for the school.

 “I try to attend as many events as 
I possibly can -- from sports to per-
forming arts, even attending an art 
show at Lemoyne,” Hanna said. “My 
favorite Leon event is the Springtime 
Tallahassee Parade. I love walking 
with the band.”

  Hanna added to Leon tradition 
last year when Student Government 
and Leon cheerleaders threw out can-
dy to everyone watching the parade.

 Since Hanna does not have chil-
dren, he cares for the students of Leon 
as if they were his own.

“The students [at Leon] fill that 
void that most parents feel for their 
own children,” Hanna said.

 Another way Hanna shows off his 
school pride is by wearing his bright 
red coat, given to him by volleyball 
coach Joy Becker during his first year 
as principal.

 “Mr. Conley [the principal at Leon 
when Hanna was in high school] had 
a red coat, and I always looked up to 
and admired him, even before I be-
came principal,” Hanna said. 

 Hanna is not the only one to 
show school spirit. Tennis coach and 
newspaper advisor Kevin Record, al-
though not an alum, is very devoted 
to the school.

 “Leon High School and the ten-
nis team are such a big part of my life 
now,” Record said. “I absolutely had 
to name my dog Leon. I felt that I had 

no other choice.”
 Not only is his dog named after 

the school, his favorite color went 
from blue to red. The predominant 
color in his life is now red.

 “My Jeep is red and so are 
most of my tennis clothes,” 
Record said. “I have red socks and 
four pairs of red tennis shoes. I even 
thought about painting my house red. 
Deep down, I wish it were.”

 Chancy, the freshman sponsor, 
has been throwing beads at Pep rallies 
for all 11 years she has been teaching 

at Leon. 
 “This year we are going to or-

der T-shirts for the freshman class 
that say, (on the front) ‘If I am Fresh 
meat... (on back) ‘Then bite me,’ ” 
Chancy said. 

 Chancy did not graduate from 
Leon, but her son will be a fourth-
generation Leon student when he en-
ters next year. Her husband, his father 
and his mother all attended Leon.

 “I have actually asked for an hon-
orary diploma from Leon,” Chancy 
said. “I even made a paw print walk-

way that leads up to my house.”
   Last year, Chancy and Richard 

Rabitaille gathered old Leon pictures 
and framed them in the display case 
in the lobby.

Rabitaille, the unofficial school 
historian, has contributed many knick  
knacks to the school’s collection -- 
including a signed softball, antique 
Coke bottle and a concrete Lion near 
the entrance of the auditorium.  

Rabitaille also has designed the 
student’s agenda book in recent 
years.

 Stacy Fabrega shows her school 
spirit by participating in all the pep 
rallies. She even dresses up with pom 
poms and face paint.

 However, her school attire does 
not end there. She owns Lion paw 
print earrings and Lion slippers, 
which she wears on spirit days.

 “I have a ton of Leon attire,” Fa-
brega said. “When I go to a store red 
shirts always catch my eye first.”

 Fabrega feels that Leon has a 
reputation of being a great school and 
she would never want to leave.

 Another teacher devoted to Leon 
is Sylvia Crews. Much of her time is 
spent bettering Leon and keeping up 
its traditions.

 “I am the new teacher-mentor, 
which allows me opportunities to 
guide new teachers in the Leon tradi-
tion,” Crews said.

 Crews is also the co-chair of the 
School Advisory Council, where she 
helps guide the members to consider 
programs and expenditures that ben-
efit students.

 Crews stays very involved. She 
feels there are just so many opportu-
nities. 

“Since I started teaching here, I 
have sponsored Mu Alpha Theta, the 
Interact Club, Pierian, the swim team 
and the tennis team,” Crews said, 
“I’ve traveled with the drama depart-
ment, the Europe trip and 15 times to 
Orlando on the senior trip.”

 Whether a Leon graduate or just 
a committed part of the Leon staff, 
there is a sense of pride shared among 
all faculty and staff.

And of course, a closet full of 
spirited red shirts.

Grace Richardson
High Life Features Writer

Photos by June Lee

A small selection of the many spirited collectables can be found in Rocky Hanna’s 
office (left).Framed Leon pictures from the past, assembled by Diane Chancy and 
Richard Rabitaille, are located in the main lobby (right).

Diane Chancy shows her school spirit by setting up mini tree in the lobby.

It can cause the 
body to become 
weak, and students 
may experience 
anything from heart 
palpitations to ex-
treme bouts of vom-
iting. 

“Students need to 
really push the flu-

ids during the winter 
season,” Wise said.

“They don’t real-
ize how much our 
bodies need to truly 
keep the immune 
system up and run-
ning.” 
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Rocky Hanna
1982

Mrs. Towey
1984

Rod Durham
1982

Linda Teague
1963

then and now . . .                      leon alumni
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1968
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Aaron Clark
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S
U
D
O
K
U

Instructions
Fill in the grid so that every row, 

every column and every 3 x 3 box 
contains the digits 1 through 9. 

Make sure that no digit is repeat-
ed within any row, column or box.

Be the first to bring your finished Sudoku puzzle to room IA-1 and 
get a shout-out in The High Life!

Congratulations to Alexis Jefferson for solving last issue’s Sudoku! 

  3      2      8                         

   6      9                    8               5     1

 6                               7     1               3     8  

                           

2   1              8       4                              5
9     5              2                       6       1

   3         7    6              9
                         1                       5      2      7         

  6          7         8  4
 5

Winter Break Word Search
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Steven Keller
High Life Sports Editor

Got Ideas for
Sports Stories?

E-mail Steven Keller
at

LeonHighLife@yahoo.com

back-to-back
Mizereck, StaNford lead lioNS to title defeNSe

Joseph Ciaravella
High Life Sports Writer

Even though the Lions won the 
pre-state meet and were favored to 
win the title again, they didn’t let 
their confidence get ahead of them. 
They still had 11-mile training runs, 
and during their “rest time” before 
states they still ran six miles. 

“I’d say we worked much more 
than last year’s state title (team),”  
Hoofnagle said. “Some of us ran 
two-a-days, but I think the overall at-
titude of each workout made things 
more productive.” 

The course in Dade City at the 
Little Everglades Park wasn’t an easy 
one. It has a hill that runners dread. 
They had to climb the hill three times 
and it was ultimately the site of the 
finish line. Twitchell said that runners 
had to give it their all to get past it.

For Twitchell, being able to com-
pete in the state tournament this year 
was something that he had been wait-
ing to do since last year.

“It was pretty special,” he said. “I 
was injured last year. It was cool to 
be part of the team this year.”

The runners were focused and 
determined all season to win the title 
again. They trained hard all season 
and all that hard work had them ready 
when it came time for the big show. 

“All that work finally paid off,” 
Hoofnagle said. “I was happy with 
my times and I’m glad I could con-
tribute to the team. What more could 
I ask for?”

The team took home six first-
place finishes during the season, in-
cluding the state title.

It was truly a dream season for all 
the runners.

Winter Break 
practices too 
much?

and Mizereck finished in first and 
second place four times. During the 
Lincoln Invitational, Stanford actu-
ally edged out Mizereck for the one 
spot and throughout the race at state, 
Stanford and Mizereck traded off at 
the lead spot. 

“Will led at parts, but Matt sprint-
ed at the end,” Twitchell said. “The 

After not winning a state champi-
onship for 30 years, the Lions’ boys 
cross country team has won two in a 
row.

“It’s a pretty big accomplish-
ment,” senior David Twitchell said. 
“I don’t think it has ever been done 
before.” 

Not only have the Lions won 
back-to-back team titles,  junior Matt 
Mizereck has won back-to-back indi-
vidual cross country titles.

Mizereck, in fact, set a new course 
record each time. His most recent re-
cord was short lived, however, as it 
was broken later in the day by .01 by 
4A state champion Brian Atkinson of 
Melbourne.

The Lions were also led by sopho-
mores Will Stanford (2nd overall) and 
Riley Doherty (16th), junior Tyler 
Teagle (47th) and seniors Eric Hoof-
nagle (28th), Twitchell (36th) and 
Robert Palmer (61st).

It was no easy task for Mizereck 
to pull it off. His toughest competitor 
throughout the race – and the season 
for that matter – was his fellow team-
mate, Stanford.

“I was amazed at how close Will 
and Matt were together towards the 
end.” Hoofnagle said. “Matt just had 
more kick at the end and sprinted past 
Will.

“We knew that Matt and Will were 
going to be one and two. We didn’t 
know which one would take the num-
ber one spot.”

Throughout the season, Stanford 

Photo courtesy of FLrunners

Winter sports face a tough 
dilemma. Right in the middle of the 
season, students are released from 
school for the winter holidays.

So what does that mean for the 
coaches of soccer, basketball, wres-
tling and weightlifting?

It means that players need to 
play right through the break to be 
sharp for games later in the season.

One question: are the coaches 
micro-managing the players’ lives?

No. The coaches are not forc-
ing students to play. Rather, they 
are providing opportunities for the 
players to do what they love.

The varsity mens basketball 
team plays two tournaments every 
year during the break. 

In the earlier part of the break, 
the Lions play in the Maclay Holi-
day Hoops tournament. Closer to 
when school resumes, they play the 
Capital City Classic.

Playing in both tournaments 
gives the team six games that they 
normally would not have. Playing 
those two tournaments helps the 
team fill its quota of 25 games in 
one season.

“The players love it,” head bas-
ketball coach Sam Striplin said. “It 
gives them a chance to play basket-
ball without all the added pressure 
of classes and tests.

“They can really just enjoy 
playing.”

According to Striplin, every 
high school basketball team com-
petes in at least one tournament 
over winter break.

Playing in a tournament can 
improve team unity and can affect 
how the team does in the later parts 
of the season.

As long as the athletes are en-
joying playing, and doing so volun-
tarily, there is nothing wrong  with 
extending the hours that players 
compete. 

In fact, the brilliant display of 
team and school spirit should be 
praised, not looked at as an exercise 
of power by the coach.

Photo courtesy of Joe Mizereck
From left to right: Will Stanford, Riley Doherty, Matt Mizereck, David Twitchell, Eric Hoofnagle, Robert Palmer, Tyler Teagle, 
Michael Dobson, Coach Wills and Coach Stanford.

Mizereck and Stanford competed for the one 
and two spots throughout the race.

last 200 yards, Matt just outsprinted 
him.”

Mizereck said that the toughest 
part of the race was trying to keep 
up with the pace of Stanford and, at 
times, Mizereck said that he wasn’t 
sure during the race that he was going 
to be able to pull it off. 

“Will started picking up the pace 
two miles in, but I just stayed up with 
him,” Mizereck said.
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Volleyball looks ahead

For two years in a row, the Lady 
Lions volleyball team has reached the 
final four of the state tournament. For 
two years in a row, they have come 
back without a state title. 

“It’s really a shame,” head coach 
Joy Becker said. “It all came down to 
one day, and we just were not com-
pletely on that day.”

The loss to Lake Howell in the 
state semifinal round was the Lions’ 
only loss in the state of Florida dur-
ing the entire season. 

“But on the other hand,” Becker 
said, “we did not have any injuries 
to speak of and we had a tremendous 
year.”

The next step is preparing for the 
2009 season.

Training for next year’s season 
begins in May, almost immediately 
after school concludes.

During the off-season, the girls 
will train just as hard as they would 
during practice. 

“We’ll condition at Titus Sports 
Academy,” Becker said. “Playing 
tournaments all over the southeast 
and practicing during the week will 
start to get us back in competition 
mode.” 

There are four seniors that are 
graduating from this year’s team, and 
11 eager juniors are waiting to take 
their place.

“We’re stacked with talent,” 
Becker said, “even down to our ju-
nior varsity team.” 

Each JV match is a best-of-three 

game set. 
Through the entire regular season, 

the JV team did not lose even one 
game. 

For the first time in four years, the 
Lions had a freshman team in addition 
to varsity and junior varsity teams. 

The Lions freshman team ended 
with a winning record even after com-
petng against opponents’ junior var-
sity teams.

The supply of talent will not run 
out in the years to come. There are 
many talented freshmen and sopho-
mores that will only improve.

“Next year, there will be a lot of 
girls clawing to make it onto the var-
sity team,” Becker said.

One necessary piece of the puzzle 
for next year is the intensity that the 
girls need to have.

”Without that fire from all the 
girls, the team will be sunk,” Becker 
said.

Their hard work in the offseason 
could be the key to finally winning a 
state title.

Throughout the history of Leon 
High School, there has never been a 
state champion volleyball team.

“This gym has never housed a 
state trophy,” Becker said. “I’m re-
ally hoping these girls can pull it off. 
Someone needs to own the gym.”

Leon footbaLL notches eight-win season

Steven Keller
High Life Sports Editor

Robby Epstein
High Life Sports Writer

 Head coach Bill Ragans and his 
staff took a major step this fall toward 
restoring the successful tradition of 
the Leon football program.

The Lions, led by senior quar-
terback Austin Dantin, compiled a 
record of 8-4, finished second in the 
district and advanced to the second 
round of the playoffs.

Leon nearly made it to the re-
gional finals, but lost in heartbreaking 
fashion to cross-town nrival Lincoln, 
27-20.

The Lions rallied from a 20-7 half-
time deficit to tie the score at 20-all in 
the second half, but fumbled away a  
potential go-ahead touchdown near 
the Lincoln goal line.

The Trojans then scored their win-
ning touchdown after intercepting a 
pass deep in Leon territory.

Leon opened the post-season with 
a 21-18 win over First Coast of Jack-
sonville.

In addition Dantin, the Lions were 

led this fall on offense by running 
back Eric Williams, wide receiver 
James Green and offensive lineman 
Andrew Carter.

Defensively, Leon was led by se-
nior linebackers Chris Blackburn and 

C.J. Mizell, as well senior defensive 
back K.J. Dowd.

 Leon’s offense was bolstered this 
season by the addition of assistant 
coach Casey Welson, a former Heis-
man Trophy candidate and National 

Junior Molly Pearce sets a ball for a spike during the Lions’ regional quarterfinal 
match. The girls beat Fort Walton Beach 3-0  to advance to the regional semis.

After a tough loss to Lake Howell, team takes aim at next season

Photo courtesy of Tallahassee Democrat

Photo courtesy of Tallahassee Democrat
Leon senior quarterback Austin Dantin is sandwiched by two Lincoln defenders during the Trojans 27-20 victory over the Lions.

Football League quarterback.
The Lions hope to continued their 

resurgence next fall, as they return 
a nucleus of players which includes 
Williams and backup quarterback Ra-
leigh Devore.

Dantin, Williams, Mizell, Green and Carter lead Lions to regional semifinals
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Sports Photo Spotlight

Leon’s junior varsity basketball team battled rival Chiles in a game played on Dec. 8. 

Leon’s goalie punts the ball after making a save against Ruther-
ford (top). Leon’s wrestling team prepares for an upcoming match 
(bottom).

A Leon player gets ready to attempt a throw-in at a game against 
Rutherford which ended up in a 2-2 tie. 

Photos by Joseph Ciaravella
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When one first looks at Sarah Sul-
livan, it would be difficult to guess 
that she’s a member of the girls 
weightlifting team, and also one of 
the key returnees.

“[I like weightlifting] because it 
challenges some stereotypes.” Sulli-
van said. “I’m really small and I lift 
weight.”

Sullivan lifts in the 101-and-under 
class. She can both bench press and 
clean-and-jerk (which is an exercise 
where the lifter squats to lift a weight 
on the ground and raises it above her 
head in one fluid motion) around 60 
pounds, or about two-thirds of her 
body weight.

When Sullivan started weightlift-
ing during her junior year, she had 
difficulty even bench pressing the bar, 
which weighs about 45 pounds. Now, 
she can bench press 60 pounds. 

“[The bench press] helps with 
push-ups and stuff,” Sullivan said.

Sullivan became interested in 
joining the weightlifting team when 
she was taking a class from Matt Wil-

liams, who coaches the team.
Sullivan, who was a cheerleader 

from her freshman to junior years, 
started weightlifting because she 
needed to get stronger.

“I wanted to get in shape, and it 
really helped with cheerleading,” 

pete against each other.
Each girl gets three tries to both 

bench press and clean-and-jerk.
With each lift or press, more 

weight is added. The girl that can lift 
the most weight in her particular class 
is the winner.

Sullivan said.
One of Sullivan’s favorite things 

about being on the team is the meets.
“They’re pretty fun. And really 

exciting to watch,” Sullivan said.
In a meet, three schools, divided 

into 10-pound weight classes, com-

Cameron Bertron
High Life Senior Writer

Sullivan weighs little but lifts a lot
Senior can lift two-
thirds of her body 
weight despite size 

Senior Sarah Sullivan demonstrates her ability to bench press the bar, which weighs about 45 pounds.

World-renowned sports writer just a block away
Danielle Faulk
Special to The High Life

     Don Yaeger, one of the most accomplished sports journal-
ists of the last 20 years, works from an office that is located 
just across the street from the Leon High School campus.
     His most recent book is entitled “Running For My Life,” 
which is the biography of former Florida State University run-
ning back Warrick Dunn.
     Altogether, Yaeger has written 16 books, four of which have 
landed on the New York Times’ Bestsellers List.
     Yaeger, whose office is located at the corner of Micco-
sukee and Meridian, is a former associate editor for 
Sports Illustrated.
     Among his most notable books are: “It’s 
Not About the Truth,” the untold story 
of the Duke Lacrosse case and the lives 
it shattered; “Ya Gotta Believe,” Tug 
McGraw’s roller-coaster ride as a screw-
ball pitcher, part-time father, and hope-
filled brain tumor survivor; “Never 
Die Easy,” the riveting autobiography 
of Walter Payton, written in the last 
weeks of his life; and Under the 
Tarnished Dome, how Notre Dame 
betrayed its ideals for football glory. 
     In “Running For My Life,” Yaeger 
writes about how Dunn overcame 
the tragic loss of his mother to raise 
his four siblings and establish himself as 

one of the best running backs in the history of the National Football 
League.
     The book opens up in riveting fashion, as Yaeger accompanies 
Dunn on a visit to a Louisiana state prison, where the former FSU 
star speaks with the man who murdered his mother.
     Dunn’s mother was a policewoman and a single mom. She was 
shot down in the line of duty by Kevan Brumfield, who was on death 
row when Dunn visited with him.
     During the session, Brumfield rambled on for about 20 minutes 

before Dunn stopped him. He told Brumfield that he wanted to 
become a father and a husband prior to the night his 

mother was murdered. Now, he can’t even gold a 
girl’s hand for fear that he might lose her the way 
he lost his mom.
     By the time Dunn finished talking, everyone 
in the room was crying.
     Yaeger believes that the key to all good 
writing is asking good questions and then 
making the writing as conversational as pos-

sible.
     Yaeger also has a knack for being 
fearless in all areas of his life, especially 
when it comes to tracking down a good 
story.
     Like many successful people, Yaeger 

has a mentor. His name is John Wooden, 
the former UCLA basketball coach who won 

10 national championships.
Photo courtesy of Don Yaeger

Former Sports Illustrated editor has written 16 books, including four New York Times’ Bestsellers

June Lee
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Sports Scoreboard
Results
L, 47-0
W, 41-28
W, 40-13
L, 44-27
L, 14-0
W, 31-28
W, 30-18

W 30-23
W 44-14
W, 10-0
W, 21-18
L 27-20

Results
W, 3-0
W, 3-0
W, 3-0
W, 3-1
W, 3-0
W, 3-0
W, 3-1
W, 3-0
7th

W, 3-1
W, 3-0
W, 3-0
W, 3-1
1st

W, 3-0
W, 3-1
W, 3-0

W, 3-0
W, 3-0
W, 3-1
L, 3-1

Results
W, 4-0
T, 1-1
L, 3-0

Results
L, 3-0
W, 1-0
T, 0-0
L, 2-0
T, 1-1
L, 4-0
L, 2-0

Date            Opponent                                
9/4/08             Godby 
9/11/08 Wakulla
9/19/08 East Gadson
9/26/08 at Lincoln
10/3/08 at Florida High
10/10/08 Mosley
10/17/08 at NFC
10/24/08 OPEN
10/31/08 at Rutherford
11/7/08 Chiles
11/14/08 at Rickards
11/21/08           First Coast
11/28/08           Lincoln
Volleyball
Date            Opponent 
9/5/08             at Middleburg                                            
9/9/08            Chiles 
9/12/08           Bolles
9/13/08           at Rutherford
9/16/08           Lincoln
9/18/08          Rutherford
9/19/08          Vince
9/23/08          at Florida High
9/26-27/08     Archbishop 
Mitty Tournament
10/1/08          at Lincoln
10/2/08          Mosley
10/3/08          Rickards
10/7/08          at Chiles
10/10-11/08   Bolles Varsity 
Tournament
10/16/08         Godby
10/23/08         at Niceville

Date        Opponent
9/20/08       Lincoln Invitational                
9/27/08       FSU
10/1/08       Bale and Trail
10/25/08     Panhandle Meet
11/8/08       Districts
11/15/08     Regionals
11/22/08     State

Date        Opponent
11/18 /08    Tip-off Classic
11/24/08     Florida High
12/4/08       John Paul II
12/5/08
12/9/08       Mosley
12/11/08     Rickards
12/12/08     Chiles
12/19/08     Maclay Holiday Classic

Date           Opponent
12/5-6/08      Wakulla Dual Tourney
12/10/08        B.J Fletcher Duals
12/12-13/08   Capital City Classic

Date         Opponent
11/12/08      at Godby
11/14/08      Rutherford
11/15/08       at FAMU
11/20/08       at Rickards
11/21-24/08 Thanksgiving Classic
11/27/08       at NFC 
11/30/08       Lincoln
12/11/08       at Chiles
12/15/08       at Mosley
12/21-22/08  Lady Lions Classic

10/25/08    Bishop Kenny
10/27-30-/08 Districts
11/5/08 Regional Quarterfinals
11/11/08 Regional Semifinals
11/15/08 Regional Finals
11/21-22/08 State Final Four
Boys Soccer
Date          Opponent
11/14/08      Gainesville-Eastside
11/15/08      Gainesville-Bucholtz
11/18/08      Chiles
11/24/08      Rutherford
11/26/08      Bay
12/2/08        West Gadsden 
12/4/08        Chiles 
12/6/08        Godby
12/8/08        Mosley
12/12/08      Lincoln
12/20-23/08 Admiral Cup

Date            Opponent
11/4/08            at Chiles
11/6/08            at Maclay
11/10/08          Florida High
11/14/08          at Mosley
11/15/08          at Rutherford
11/19/08          at Lincoln
11/24/08          at Wakulla
12/2/08            Lincoln
12/5/08            Chiles Tournament
12/8/08            Rutherford

 Date         Opponent                                                  
9/20/08       Lincoln Invitational                
9/27/08       FSU
10/1/08       Bale and Trail
10/25/08     Panhandle Meet
11/8/08       Districts
11/15/08     Regionals
11/22/08     State

Results
1st

13th

10th

5th

3rd

3rd

3rd

Football  Cross Country Boys

Cross Country Girls

Results
1st Place
2nd

1st

2nd1’                        1
1st

1st

1st

Results

Results

Results

Boys Basketball

Wrestling

 Girls Basketball

Girls Soccer

June Lee

Through eight games, senior striker Sky-
lar Rogers had 12 goals and three assists to 
lead the Leon boys soccer team to a 5-2-1 re-
cord.

For his efforts, he was named The High 
Life’s Athlete of the Month.

“I think that our team has a solid junior 
class and great leadership,” said Rogers, who 
is co-captain of the squad along with fellow 
senior Nathan Kenney. “I also believe that 
our coaching staff has given us new life and 
determination.”

The Lions are under the leadership of 
first-year coach Jamie McBrearty.

Rogers hopes to score at least 25 goals 
this season.

Before every game, Rogers focuses on 
what he needs to do on the field -- from the 
time the game starts until the moment it is 
over.


