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Problem stems from bot-
tom 25 percent of student 
body failing to show ad-
equate improvement in 
reading assessment

Leon drops to ‘B’

Attendance 
policy  targets 
teen drivers

By Andrea Herrera
High Life News Writer

By Brooke Stone
High Life News Writer

Some students may skip school or classes 
now and again, thinking that the consequenc-
es are minimal. What these students may not 
know, however, is that skipping school can 
mean the suspension of a very important item: 
their driver’s license.

Section 322.091 of Florida Statues states 
that if a student has 15 days of unexcused ab-
sences, their license can be suspended.

The Leon County School Board’s District 
Office periodically checks the records of stu-
dents to see how many absences they’ve had.  If 
they find out that a student has 15 unexcused ab-
sences, they won’t hesitate to report the student 
to the Florida Department of Highway Safety 
and Motor Vehicles (HSMV).  The HSMV will 
immediately suspend the student’s driver’s li-
cense.

If a student is getting close to hitting the 15 
unexcused absence mark, the District Office 
will send a warning or “Notice of Intent to Sus-
pend,” telling them to clean up their act.  If the 
student reaches the 15 unexcused absence mark, 
then the District Office will send the student a 
letter telling them their license will be suspend-
ed.  From that point, the only way the student 
can obtain their license again is by completing  
30 days of perfect school attendance.

After the student has completed the man-
datory 30 days, they can go to the attendance 
office and request that they write a note to the 
District Office.

Some people, like assistant principal Geni 
Everett, think that this policy works.

“I would imagine [the policy helps keep stu-
dents in school] because driving is so important 
to teenagers,” Everett said.

 If a student skips one class 15 times, then 
they can get their license revoked as well.  The 
policy also affects students who have dropped 
out.

In This Issue:

A year ago, Leon was deemed an “A” school, 
but this year it has dropped down to a “B”.

Leon originally received 534 points, enough to 
be an “A” school. However, the bottom 25 percent 
of students did not show enough improvement in 
reading. When this happens, a school is automati-
cally deducted one letter grade.

 School officials have expressed concerned re-
garding the lower grade and are taking measures to 
correct the problem.

There are now more students taking intensive 
reading, and there are also full-time reading coach-
es.

Administrators and teachers hope that this will 
encourage students to get the help they need and 
bring Leon back to an “A” school.

“[Our grade] is the first perception of how good 
our school is,” Assistant Principal of Curriculum 
Billy Epting said.

Said Principal Rocky Hanna: “It is also impor-
tant because we receive a (monetary) reward.” 

Indeed, an “A” school receives $100 per stu-
dent.

So how did Leon drop to a “B”?
Each year, every public school is given a grade 

based on its students’ performance on FCAT (Flor-
ida Comprehensive Assessment Test). 

Based on a system which includes eight catego-
ries, a school must score 525 points to earn an “A” 
rating.

The eight different catargories for earning 
points are as follows:

1. Percentage of students who score a three 
 or better on FCAT writing. 
2. Percentage of students who score a 3.5 or
  better on tenth-grade FCAT writing. 
3. Percentage of students who score a three
  or better on FCAT math. 
4. Percentage of students who show learning
  gains in reading. 
5. Percentage of students who show learning
  gains in math. 
6. Of the bottom 25 percent of students, the
  percentage who showed learning gains in
  math. 
7. Of the bottom 25 percent of students, the
  percentage who showed learning gains in 
 reading. 
8. Percentage of Juniors who score a three or
  better on FCAT math.

Guarding the Den
A lion statue was donated to Leon High School over the summer by Hugh and Mary Martin. The 
campus also underwent various renovations in June and July. See complete story on page 4. 

- New teachers at Leon, pg. 3
- Promising president, pg. 5
- Fall sports preview, pg. 10
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New exam policy should have stuck

By AnnaLaura Rehwinkel
High Life Editorial Editor

On the night of August 
28, 2007, a bright, charis-
matic boy made a presenta-
tion, discussions were had, 
a motion was made, votes 
were tallied and our hopes 
were crushed. 

That night, at the month-
ly meeting of the Student 
Advisory Council, Student 
Body President George Man-
nheimer made a proposal that 
would change Leon’s exam 
policy. Those changes would 
mean that students could 
exempt exams in any class 
where they received an A for 
both nine-week grading peri-
ods.

In essence, the passage of 
this exam policy could have 

meant stress-free weeks 
before winter and summer 
breaks. It could have meant 
that with two A’s securely in 
the bank, students wouldn’t 
have to worry about a dif-
ficult, comprehensive exam 
that could maybe help, may-
be hinder, their current grade 
situation.

During his campaign 
for student body president, 
Mannheimer included in his 
list of campaign promises, a 
commitment to changing the 
exam policy, a constant thorn 
in the side of many students. 
Once elected, Mannheimer 
found himself being held ac-
countable to those promises, 
and he was determined to 
keep them.

And so he set out to tack-
le the exam policy. Sylvia 
Crews, a Leon math teach-
er and SAC chairwoman, 
acknowledges that Man-
nheimer did do quite a bit of 
research. He found the exam 
policies for both Maclay and 
Chiles and incorporated both 

into his presentation. 
SGA sponsor Joshua 

Stewart looked at statis-
tics from both schools and 
put his full support behind 
Mannheimer.

While Stewart could 
not be present at the meet-
ing, he wrote a strong letter 
of encouragement that out-
lined these statistics. 

The way that Leon’s 
current exam policy is set 
up, students’ grades can 
actually be negatively ef-
fected by exam grades. In 
many cases, students are 
discouraged from studying 
for an exam at all. If the 
exam does not hurt or help, 
what’s the point?

In the end, the new pol-
icy was voted down by a 
count of 18 to 10. 

Those who wanted to 
stay the course found their 
reasoning in Leon’s tradi-
tion of excellence. To them, 
the new policy would have 
given students an easy out 
and lowered the current 

standards. 
In my opinion, changing 

the policy is not a question 
of lowering standards. It’s a 
matter of rewarding student 
success.

In fact, Stewart’s data 
proposes that Chiles stu-
dents have higher GPAs due 
to their exam policy.

SAC members argued 
that semester exams get 
students ready for the test-
dominated curriculum that 
makes up the majority of 
college classes. Therefore,   
if students were able to ex-
empt their semester exams, 
they would be missing out 
on a key aspect of college 
prep in high school. 

But both Stewart and 
Mannheimer have counter-
arguments to this effect. A 
student cannot exempt both 
semester exams, only one 
per class. This guarantees 
that each student will have 
taken a minimum of 13 to 
16 exams in high school, a 
number which adequately 

 Letters to the Editor
Forced P.E. doesn’t work

Being forced to take physical 
education for an entire year isn’t 
fair.  Some students cannot keep up 
with the pace being set.  For instance, 
some students aren’t physically fit 
and can’t keep up with other students 
during distance running.  As I stood 
on the track after running a lap today, 
two heavy-set girls had barely made 
the halfway mark to their lap.  And 
this resulted in the coaches screaming 
at them “Go faster.”.  It just doesn’t 
seem right.

Katie Austin

Locker location causes major 
inconvenience for some

The locker situation at Leon is not 
practical.  I can’t get to school before 
7:55, and my locker is all the way in 
the Nettles Building.  I don’t have time 
to get my first period notebook with-
out being late to class.  Also, I only 
have one class in the Nettles Build-
ing (4th period), and I end up having 
to lug around my books all day.  Fi-
nally, my last period is P.E., so that’s 
where I get picked up. However, with 
my locker so far away, it takes an ex-

tra 10-15 minutes to get to my locker 
an all the way back.  I highly advise 
reconsidering the locker situation at 
Leon.

Grace Richardson
 

Thumbs up for one lunch
I think that the idea of having one 

lunch this year was a good idea. It’s 
great that you don’t have to worry 
about friends not being in your lunch. 
You can just go to the cafeteria and 
know that they’re going to be there (if 
they’re freshmen or sophomores). 

Hannah Parry

Volunteers need a way to put 
their efforts into action 

I feel that there is a lack of known 
volunteering here and around campus.  
There should be some way to post 
where you can volunteer and where 
it is.  I have been approached when 
I wear my volunteer shirt so many 
times that I just want to post where I 
go.  I am sure I am not the only one 
who has been asked.  So help me help 
others to find volunteer opportunities 
by making posters, flyers, etc.

Mia Nardozzi

prepares them for success in 
college. 

I consider myself a typi-
cal student. I push myself to 
get good grades, but some-
times I lack a little self-disci-
pline. The extra incentive of 
being able to exempt an exam 
would motivate me . 

In his letter, Stewart 
summed up the benefits of a 
new exam policy nicely.

“The school wins because 
attendance will get better; the 
school wins because overall 
GPA will come up; the school 
wins because we will have 
helped some students take 
more responsibility for the 
little things that really pre-
pare you for success in life,” 
he wrote.

 Mannheimer may have 
lost this fight, but I encourage 
him, and anyone like-minded, 
to keep at it.

Our points are valid. And 
the students, whose success is 
what is really most important 
to the school, should be lis-
tened to. 

Mannheimer’s well thought-out proposal would have 
helped the school, but it was voted down by the SAC

The High Life is the official student newspaper of Leon 
High School. The newspaper staff controls all aspects of con-
tent and design. Kevin Record, the journalism teacher and ad-
viser, provides guidance, supervision and assistance. The High 
Life strives to serve as a forum of public opinion.

In keeping with that goal, the publication does not publish 
material that is libelous, obscene or that may cause a substan-
tial and material disruption of school activities.

Questions and comments:
leonhighlife@gmail.com

550 E Tennessee St., Tallahassee, FL 32308
Phone 488-1971 ext. 2630 Fax 922-5311

www.leon.leon.k12.fl.us
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Every August, a new crop of stu-
dents come to Leon for four years of 
pride and tradition. This year, Leon 
opened its doors to 12 new teachers 
who couldn’t be more excited to be 
here.

“And we’re excited to have them,” 
Principal Rocky Hanna said. “We’ve 
got some veteran teachers with years 
of experience, and a handful of teach-
ers who are brand new to the field.” 

The new teachers will play an 
important role in almost all aspects 
of students’ lives, from adding new 
electives, to making science and other 
academic subjects more accessible.

“Last year we had too many kids 
who wanted to take a science class 
and not enough teachers to teach it,” 
Hanna said. 

Many of the new teachers aren’t 
completely new to the Leon family. 
Penny Dehler, a Diversified Career 
Training teacher, has been substitut-
ing at Leon for the past two years, and 
is excited to finally begin working full 
time.

“I started substituting here to see 
if I liked teaching and fit in with the 
teachers, and I found out the answer 
was yes,” Dehler said. “Two daugh-
ters of mine graduated from Leon, 
so I have a lot of loyalty and love for 
the tradition, family atmosphere and  
spirit that I think defines the school.”

Oakley Van Oss, the new Span-
ish II teacher, is also familiar with the 
Leon tradition because he grew up in 
Tallahassee.

“I always thought Leon was such a 
spirited and unique school,” Van Oss 
said. “Also, my wife went to Leon 
and she had a great high school expe-
rience.”

Many of the teachers are ready to 
offcially become a Leon Lion.

“I’m excited about being part of 
such a wonderful and rich history,” 
science teacher Niki Lavin said. 
“The school has such great pride and 
spirit.”

New courses, such as dance and 
credit retrieval, will also be offered 
because of the new additions to the 
staff. Hanna hopes that even more 
courses will open up to students.

“We’re happy to be able to ac-
commodate everyone,” Hanna said. 
“These new teachers will be a big 
help.”

By Danielle Spisso
High Life News Editor

Excitement fills the 
air as variety of new 
personnel joins the 
current staff

Twelve new teachers added to faculty

Name: Scott Evans
Classes: Community Based Instruc-
tion.
Background: Math teacher and soc-
cer coach from East High School in 
Denver, Colorado.
Interests: Soccer, skiing, eBay.

Name: Niki Lavin
Classes: Chemistry, Biology Honors
Background: Degree in secondary 
science education from FSU.
Interests: Reading, scrapbooking, 
dancing, walking dogs.

Name: Penny Dehler
Classes: Diversified Career Training, 
LITE
Background: Degree in English. 
Interests: Reading, walking, travel-
ing, getting together with friends.

Name: Penny Thomas
Classes: Liberal Arts, Algebra 1B, 
Algebra 2 
Background: Taught at Lake Weir 
Middle School, Chiles and TCC.
Interests: Spending time with son 
and friends.

Name: Jessica Glass
Classes: Algebra 1A, Algebra 1B
Background: FSU graduate.
Interests: Mountain biking, helping 
out.

Name: Sam Norris
Classes: 9th grade Intensive Reading
Background: Worked as an instruc-
tional aid for the intensive reading 
class.
Interests: Writing songs, playing 
guitar.

Name: Ryan Pennington
Classes: Credit Retrieval
Background: Flagler University 
graduate.
Interests: Coaching baseball, fish-
ing.

Name: Jason Vogt
Classes: 9-12 Exceptional Student 
Education
Background: Masters in education 
from FSU.
Interests: Coaching baseball, playing 
and watching football, exercising.

Name: Oakley Van Oss
Classes: Spanish II
Background: Teacher at Middle 
Park High School in Granby, Colo-
rado.
Interests: Spending time with fam-
ily, fishing, kayaking, camping. 

Name: Susan Nelson
Classes: Liberal Arts, Algebra 1A
Background: Degree in Electrical 
Engineering from Mississippi State, 
degree in English from LSU.
Interests: Reading, scrapbooking, 
music, travel.

Name: Millie Seckel
Classes: Dance Techniques 
Background: Attended FSU dance 
program, choreographed Leon musi-
cals since 1980.
Hobbies: Singing, dancing, con-
struction, watching HGTV.

Not pictured: Heather Hutchinson
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Many renovations were 
made at Leon during the sum-
mer months, including new 
air conditioning and an up-
graded lighting system.

But perhaps the most no-
ticeable additions are four 
new lion statues.

One statue is located next 
to the marquee sign, another 
is next to the flag pole and 
two more flank the main en-
trance to the building.

One of the statues was 
donated by Mary and Hugh 
Martin, who own Tony’s Gar-
den Patch.

The school purchased the 
other three statues.

Principal Rocky Hanna 
visited the garden center this 

By Andrea Herrera
High Life News Writer

Author Selamawi “Mawi” As-
gedom visited Leon on Sept. 6 and 
delivered inspirational messages to 
the students who read his book Of 
Beetles and Angels. 

Not only did Asgedom recount 
his life tales, but he challenged all 
students to set goals and reach for 
them.  

Asgedom was impressed with 
the assortment of students in the au-
ditorium.

“I was shocked because [at most 
schools] groups of kids will sit with 
only each other – the black kids with 
black kids -- but at Leon all the races 
were sitting intermixed,” Asgedom 
said. 

By Kyle Muller
High Life Photo Editor

Mawi
speaks
Inspiration and determi-
nation felt school-wide

School receives makeover
summer and was enamored 
with all the lion statues on the 
property.

“I saw the lion statues 
and thought, `Man, that looks 
cool,’  ’’ Hanna said.

Upon talking to the own-
ers, Hanna discovered that 
Mary Martin was a 1945 
graduate of Leon.

As a way of honoring 
his wife’s alma mater, Hugh 
Martin decided to donate a 
statue to the school.

“My husband likes to do 
things like that,” Mary Mar-
tin said.

School offiicals say they 
are considering purchasing 
two more lions to be put out-
side the gymnasium.

In a gesture of apprecia-
tion, Leon will put a picture 
of Mary Martin in the 2007-

08 yearbook.
She will be wearing an 

outfit that is very similar to 
the one she wore when she 
had her picture taken as a 
Leon student.

Leon is also consider-
ing building a large arch on 
the driveway in front of the 
marquee.  The arch will be 
made of brick and iron, and it 
will show the year Leon was 
established and the school’s 
crest.  No date has been set 

for beginning construction 
on this project.

Among the other reno-
vations are a new sound and 
light system, as well as a new 
stage roof, in the auditorium.

The media center also 
received major changes, as 
new lights and a new ceiling 
were installed. 

Furthermore, new lights 
on the second and third floor  
feature motion sensors. If 
there’s no movement in the 

rooms, the lights will auto-
matically turn off.

This new system should 
prove to be energy efficient 
and environmentally friendly, 
according to school officials.

In the past, students and 
faculty often complained 
about some rooms being far 
too hot due to an ineffective, 
outdated system.

With just three weeks re-
maining in the summer vac-
tion, many of the renovations 
were not close to being com-
pleted.

But by time students 
showed up for their initial 
classes, the projects were 
completed.

“I was worried,” Hanna 
said. “The building was a 
wreck.”

Mawi Asgedom impressed and inspired many Leon students with his 
speech on Thursday, Sept. 6. Stacy Fabrega and Greylynne DeWinter 
can be thanked for their time spent to bring Mawi to Tallahassee.

Photo by Adam Gilroy

“I was shocked. . .at Leon aLL 
the races were sIttIng Inter-
mIxed.”

-mawI asgedom

Asgedom’s presentation demand-
ed that students should try their best. 
He also gave a multitude of tips and 
skills necessary to survive and suc-
ceed in school.

“I think I affected different stu-
dents in different ways,” Asgedom 
said. “Some kids needed a message of 
encouragement, and some kids need-
ed a message to see the angels and not 
beetles.” 

Though his speeches have serious 
undertones and significant messages, 
Asgedom finds importance in making 
them enjoyable. For example, he uses 
audience participation to increase stu-
dent interest.

“My goal is always to have fun. 
Because if I don’t have fun, I know 
[the audience] isn’t having fun,” As-
gedom said. “I had a fun time today.”

“I saw the LIon statues  
and  thought, `man, 
that Looks cooL,’  ’’
  -rocky hanna
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Mannheimer excited about 2007-08 year
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By Naveed Easton
High Life Features Writer

Student Body President George 
Mannheimer is already doing his best 
to make life better for his peers.

Earlier this month, he went before 
the Student Advisory Council in an 
attempt to change the current exam 
policy.

His proposal, which would have 
allowed students to exempt one se-
mester exam, ultimately failed.

But Mannheimer refers to his pro-
posal as an example of his eagerness 
to work for the student body.

He encourages students to also 
invest some of their enthusiasm into 
Leon if they want to make the best of 
their time.

“Leon can be the best four years 
of your life if you just get involved,” 
Mannheimer said. “There’s a club 
for everybody. If you like bowling, 
there’s a bowling club. If you like 
ultimate Frisbee, there’s an ultimate 
Frisbee club.”

Mannheimer was elected student 
body president after serving as class 
president during his first three years 
at Leon. 

He gained popularity through 
his signature campaign raps and his 
commitment to voice the opinion of 

all Leon students.
Mannheimer encourages students 

to approach him at any time so he can 
know what the student body thinks.

“I’ll do my best to help [students] 
out if they have any problems,” Man-
nheimer said.

Mannheimer, though a self-de-
scribed hard worker, wants to seem 
as approachable as possible. He 
points out that he’s just another Leon 
student.

Former Student Body President 
John Coppins, a freshman at Florida 
State University, had only positive 
things to say about Mannheimer.

“I’ve known George my entire 
life,” Coppins said. “He’s a great 
kid, and he’ll make a great president, 
[as long as he] listens to the student 
body as a whole and takes everyone’s 
opinion into consideration.”

SGA sponsor Joshua Stewart 
agrees, but feels that Mannheimer is 
already performing as well as past 
student presidents and will continue 
to improve.

“George is definitely more popu-
lar with the entire student body than 
either of the last two [Student Body 
Presidents],” Stewart said. “He has 
the potential to be better, because he 
is standing on a good foundation of 
leadership that his predecessors have 

laid. 
“What I look at is taking initia-

tive, setting goals, working toward 
them and following through. So far, 
George has already undertaken one 
big personal project [by] present-
ing an exam exemption policy to the 
Leon School Advisory Council.”

Even though his proposal failed , 
Mannheimer seems to already have 
heeded Coppins’ advice, having 
made the proposal his top priority to 
boost student morale.

“It would have been a reward for 
students who make good grades,” 
Mannheimer said. “I wanted to make 
a difference.”

Already having worked diligently 
on the exam proposal, Mannheimer 
seemed to be right on track to leave 
his mark on Leon as both a great stu-
dent president and someone undoubt-
edly dedicated to listening to what 
students want – exactly what Cop-
pins says is one of the keys to being a 
great Student Body President.

Photo courtesy of Leon website

Many Leon graduates 
have gone on to do great 
things. 

The Leon High Life wants 
to pay tribute to these hard-
working alumni. This month’s 
distinguished alumna is Dr. 
Rebecca Hines, who is cur-
rently the associate professor 
in the College of Education 
at the University of Central 
Florida.

Hines is also a public 
speaker for the Bureau of 
Education and Research. She 
has had many professional 
articles, sports articles and 
book chapters published, and 
she is currently working on a 
textbook.

Hines graduated from 
Leon in 1981. At that time, 
the principal of Leon was 
Mike Connely. During her 
four years at Leon, Hines 
played softball and was on 
the yearbook staff. 

Hines’ favorite class was 
psychology, taught by Dr. Lin-
da Rice, who is now known 
as Dr. Linda Teague. She also 
enjoyed Sarah Lamar’s lit-
erature courses because they 

By Elizabeth Nelson
High Life Features Editor

were “always thought pro-
voking and challenging.”

Hines said that her favor-
ite thing about Leon was be-
ing a part of “such a rich tra-
dition.”

After graduating, Hines 
attended Florida State Uni-
versity and earned a Bachelor 
of Science in English Edu-
cation. She then, Hines has  
moved to the University of 
South Florida where she re-
ceived a Master of the Arts 
in Behavior Disorders and a 
Doctorate in Curriculum and 
Instruction.

Hines lives in Deltona and 
has four-year-old twins. 

She thinks that in order to 
enjoy high school, you have 
to get involved.

“Think big,” Hines said. 
“You'd be surprised how ev-
ery opportunity you have now 
can lead to big things in your 
future.  I have had the chance 
to accomplish every single 
life goal I could imagine, all 
because of things I learned in 
high school.”

Lions past, present
Where are 
they now?

Student Body President George Mannheimer throws the Spirit Stick to 
the senior class at the pep rally prior to the Leon-Lincoln football game.



Swim team gains two top-notch athletes
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Collins makes quick impact on golf team
By Cameron Bertron
High Life Features Writer

Photo courtesy of the Special Olympics website

By Caroline Whitney
High Life Features Writer

Swimming, one of Leon’s most 
celebrated sports, received two trans-
fer students who are expected to make 
major contributions to the program. 

Senior Tyler Rolling made the 
switch from Chiles and Kelly Wy-
man, also a senior, transferred from 
Godby. 

“The swim team at Leon is really 
amazing,” Rolling said. “It’s a really 
great bonding experience. Everyone 
is friendly and helpful.

“Being on the team makes the 
adjustment of switching schools so 
much easier.”

Rolling has participated in com-
petitive swimming for two years now, 
though she has been involved with 
synchronized swimming for about 10 
years.

“I didn’t really like the Chiles 
team very much and I was switching 
to Leon anyway,” Rolling said. “The 
team here seems so much more orga-
nized. Everyone knows what they’re 
supposed to do and they do it.”

When asked her favorite part of 
the swim team experience, Rolling 
was quick to extol the virtues of her 

of the people here from [Area of Tal-
lahassee Aquatics Club.]” 

Though Wyman has participated 
in swimming for several years, he 
finds that a career in swimming may 
be a bit unrealistic.

“I think I want to be a fireman,” 
Wyman said. “I mean it’s not like 
I’m going to become a professional 
swimmer or anything.

“I think firefighting would be an 
all right thing to do.”

Coach Julie Lawson had nothing 
but wonderful things to say about the 
two swimmers.

“Kelly Wyman has been a stand-
out swimmer in the 50 free and the 
100 free,” Lawson said. “His speed is 
welcomed here at Leon and he will be 
a real asset to the team.”  

According to Lawson, Wyman 
has been among the best in the nation 
in those two events for the past few 
years.  

Last year, he placed sixth in the 
50 free and eleventh in the 100 free. 
This year, Wyman will also be on the 
200 free and 400 free relays. Leon 
was state runnerup in both events last 
year.

Lawson is also excited about hav-
ing Rolling join the team.

 “She is one of the best [synchro-
nized] swimmers in the south, as well 
as a standout sprinter,” Lawson said.

  Rolling will be swimming the 50 
and 100 free, as well as the 400 free 
relay this year.

  Both swimmers have been 
swimming with ATAC for several 
years and are well known in the swim-
ming community.

Photo by Ashira Morris

teammates. 
“The team spirit here is amaz-

ing,” Rolling said. “Everyone is al-
ways cheering for everyone else. 
This school has a really strong sense 
of pride.” 

Wyman enjoys Leon’s friendly 
atmosphere, as well. 

“Leon is pretty sweet,” Wyman 
said. “It’s really fun and I know some 

Branden Collins, a fresh-
man and the number one 
player on the varsity golf 
team, wasn’t originally zoned 
for Leon. 

Collins attended Raa 
Middle School and was sup-
posed to enroll at Lincoln 
High School last month. 

The process of switching 
schools, while rare, is pretty 
straightforward. Prospective 
students fill out a simple re-
assignment form that can be 
found on the Leon County 
Schools website. 

Signatures from the prin-
cipals of both the originally 
assigned school and from the 
desired school are required 
for the prospective student to 
be considered.

Students and their fami-
lies can choose a family 
convenience option, among 
many others. For example, 
they may have a parent that 
works at a desired school of 
attendance.

There is also something 
called “grandfathering,” 

which means that a parent 
or grandparent attended the 
school of choice.

Collins used the “grandfa-
ther” option, and he recalled 
the magnitude of the deci-
sion.

“It was a pretty big thing,” 

Collins said. “My mom had to 
come to the school and every-
thing.”

The golf team certainly 
appreciates Collins’ switch. 
Even as a freshman, he usu-
ally shoots even par or better, 
meaning his 9-hole score is 

often 36 strokes or less.  
In the first two matches 

Leon played this year, Collins 
shot a 36 and a 35.

Recently, Collins fired 
an 18-hole score of 4-under-
par 68 to lead the Lions to a 
second-place finish in the Big 

Bend Championships.
Golf coach Mark Feely is 

excited to have Collins on the 
team.

“Branden has a great atti-
tude and really has the perfect 
demeanor for a successful 
golfer,” Feely said. 

Feely believes Collins has 
the potential to be an excel-
lent golfer outside of school. 

Collins has been playing 
golf for seven years. His dad, 
also a golf player, got him in-
terested in the sport.

“Branden is really good,” 
said freshman Emily Logan, 
who went to middle school 
with Collins. 

Socializing with the play-
ers and just being out on the 
course are the two things Col-
lins enjoys most about golf.
His favorite course is South-
wood. 

Collins also enjoys the 
friends he has made on the 
team, both from the varsity 
and junior varsity teams.

Collins played for the golf 
team at Raa, but he would 
rather play for Leon.

“[There are] more match-
es [and] better players [at 
Leon],” Collins said.

Rolling, Wyman join Leon swimming from Chiles and Godby

In addition to practicing his own golf swing, freshman Branden Collins likes to help out 
with the local Special Olympics, teaching mentally handicapped children to play golf.

The 2007-08 Swimming and Diving team is looking forward to a success-
ful year with its new atheletes, seniors Tyler Rolling and Kelly Wyman.



Swim team gains two top-notch athletes
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Cowdrey returns after a year away

By Caroline Whitney
High Life Features Writer

Photo by Eden Joyner

History teacher Pete Cowdrey has 
returned to Leon after a year-long ab-
sence. 

Cowdrey has been teaching social 
studies at Leon for 10 years. Though 
Cowdrey has been involved with so-
cial sciences and history for several 
years, a career in history wasn’t al-
ways his goal.

“After I came back from the Peace 
Corps, I decided to go back to school 
and study in Science,” Cowdrey said. 
“I was very interested in planting and 
trees. I began taking pre-forestry and 
was required to take a history class as 
an elective. I took Roman History and 
I just fell in love with it.”

Somewhere along his many jour-
neys, Cowdrey picked up some valu-
able life lessons.

“One of the most important les-
sons I learned in my life, I learned 
while in the Marine Corps,” Cowdrey 
said. “You leave no one behind.”

One of Cowdrey’s close friends 
and colleagues, Scott Brown, ex-
plains why Cowdrey’s unwavering 
kindness and dedication to teaching 
have earned him a permanent place in 
Leon’s history.

“Peter Cowdrey is the nicest man 
I have ever met in my entire life,” 
Brown said. “He would do anything 
for anyone. He knows so many inter-
esting things about the world. He re-

ally is a walking history book.”
Cowdrey and Brown have been 

working together for several years 
and not just at Leon.

“We both worked for the Museum 
of Florida History,” Brown said. “We 
were also both state coordinators for 
history fair.”

Another Cowdrey fan, Senior 
Kate Lupiani, remembers her fresh-
man year with Cowdrey as her social 
studies teacher.

“I remember he was always tell-
ing us these interesting stories about 
all of the places he’s been,” Lupiani 
said. “He’s been pretty much every-
where you can be.”

Though Cowdrey has vacationed 
in countless places, it’s the places he 
did not choose to visit that he finds 
most rewarding.

“One of the most beautiful places 
I have ever been to, scenery wise, was 
Vietnam,” Cowdrey said. “While we 
were stationed there, on nights when 
I was on guard duty, I would witness 
some of the most beautiful sunrises. 
All places have really good things to 
recommend them. I think if we all just 
knew each other better there would be 
a lot more peace in the world.”

Though Cowdrey has secured a 
permanent place in Leon’s history, he 
is unsure of his future here.

“I may not be at Leon too much 
longer,” Cowdrey said. “Fairly soon 
it will be time for me to take my 
leave.”

Meet the Staff
From top-left to bot-
tom-right:
Caroline Whitney, Ursu-
la Ible, Andrea Herrera, 
Brooke Stone, Kathryn 
Haley, Naveed Easton, 
Cameron Bertron, Ashi-
ra Morris, Isabel Wil-
son, Danielle Spisso, 
Elizabeth Nelson, Eden 
Joyner, AnnaLaura Reh-
winkel and Kyle Muller.

Now teaching AP European History and World History Honors, 
adored mentor brings back his passion to the Leon faculty

Pete Cowdrey has been sharing his love of history at Leon for 10 years.
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“There’s nothing serious about 
Lina,” Powers said. “She doesn’t let 
anything bad get to her.”

Desloge says she goes out of her 
way to stay positive about every-
thing.

“My friends are the only ones who 
ever see me in a bad mood,” Desloge 
said. 

Desloge is involved in many orga-
nizations at school including Student 
Government Association, Anchor, 
Youth in Government and she’s the 
Dance Team sweetheart. 

She also goes to many Leon events 
and loves the fact that attendance at 
those events is so high.

After high school, Desloge is un-
sure of what she wants to do, but is 
thinking about majoring in Finance 
or Communications.

“I don’t want to be one of those 
people who are like, ‘I’m majoring in 
this very specific area’ and then they 
change it eight times,” Desloge said.

According to Desloge, she doesn’t 
have one major role model because 
she likes different aspects of many 
people.

“I don’t really have an ultimate 
role model,” Desloge said. “I try not 
to morph myself into one person.”

Since she is known for her dis-
tinctive and “vivacious” personality, 
it’s a good thing Desloge does not 
want to turn into someone else. 

Hunt sums up the reason why ev-
eryone loves her: her drive.

“[Lina] never holds herself back,” 
Hunt said. “She’s a go-getter.”

Senior Lina Desloge isn’t number 
one in the class. She’s not a star ath-
lete. But she has spunk and a sense of 
humor that guarantees she is remem-
bered.

“I don’t think anyone who’s met 
[Lina] will forget about her,” senior 
SallyPage Hunt said. “She can make 
anything funny.”

Desloge claims she isn’t that 
smart, but she takes all difficult class-
es. She’s taking both the Advanced 
Placement Literature and Tallahassee 
Community College English classes, 
even though she says English is not 
her forte.

“I’m good with numbers,” Desloge 
said. “They’re always the same.”

Desloge says she uses humor to 
make things as pleasant as she can in 
her ‘hard’ classes.

“I try to make my classes less 
tense,” Desloge said. “I think [the 
smart kids] need that. I try to make 
things as comfortable as I can.” 

That  attitude is the reason, ac-
cording to Hunt, that Desloge has so 
many friends.

“She’s the most social person I 
know,” Hunt said. “She knows every-
body. You know how you can connect 
the world with six people? Lina’s one 
of those six.”

Senior Carilyn Powers agrees with 
Hunt and adds that Desloge’s humor 
also keeps her upbeat.

Lina Desloge: Loud, proud, crazy

Photo by Kyle Muller
Go-getter Lina Desloge is involved in many student activities at Leon, 
including Student Government, Anchor and Youth in Government.

By Elizabeth Nelson
High Life Features Editor

From Naveed’s Desk...
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If you watch any 
teenage high school 
movie, you are going 
to see every imag-
inable stereotype. 
There are the nerdy 
Asians, band geeks, 
sleeping slackers, 
and, of course, the 
dumb jocks. All they 
think about is the 
next game and their 
cheerleader girlfriend. Why do we associate be-
ing athletic with being stupid? It’s an idea deeply 
rooted in our social culture: jocks are dumb. 

Wikipedia describes jocks as “a classic North 
American stereotype of an athlete . . . used often 
in the mass media to portray a relatively unintel-
ligent and unenlightened, but nonetheless physi-
cally and socially well endowed character”. 

This stereotype is more prevelant than you 
may think. When you see  a football player, 
what’s the first thing that comes to mind? Is it an 
honor roll student or a brainless 300-pound guy 
who can’t manage algebra?

Most likely, it’s the dumb guy who doesn’t 
know math. Our movies and TV shows use jocks 
as a stock character. They’re buff, they’re strong, 
and they’re stupid.

Where did this idea come from? Do we se-
riously think that the football players all knock 
their brain cells out when they tackle each other? 
Or maybe swimmers don’t get enough oxygen to 
their brains? Perhaps every time a soccer player 
does a header they get a little dumber.

Honestly. If anything, athletes are more well-
balanced than your average student. To be able 
to go to practice and also keep up with school 
work requires a high degree of intelligence.

Take a look at Tyler Vickery. He plays for the 
varsity football team. However, he is also ranked 
twenty-ninth in his class with a weighted GPA 
of 4.405. No one with a GPA that high is your 
stereotypical jock.

Sophomore Antonio Birk wakes up at 4:45 to 
swim before the first bell rings, and then practic-
es again after school. Last year, he went to state 
competition as a freshman. Yet he still manages 
to maintain an A average in a rigorous schedule. 

Clearly, these are not the jocks that we hear 
about in movies. 

Scientifically, it makes sense that athletes 
are smart. Exercise improves the circulation 
throughout your entire body, including the brain. 
So, by staying active, athletes keep their minds 
in optimal condition to learn. Exercising will 
also decrease stress and improve attention.

So take a second look at the athletes around 
Leon. They’re probably smarter than you think.

varsity his sophomore year. Though he loves play-
ing basketball, football is where his heart is. He said 
he would rather play college football than basketball 
and that football training is much harder.

“(Basketball) is a lot less demanding,” Dantin 
said. 

Besides sports, Dantin enjoys hanging out with 
his friends and playing video games. 

Dantin listed Andrew Carter and Eric Smith, both 
juniors, as his best friends. Smith joked that Dantin 
had an ego, but that he deserved to.

“Austin is Austin , you know?” Smith said. “He’s 
good and he knows it, but it’s well worth it.”

Carter, Dantin and Smith are all starting for the 
Varsity football team. 

Dantin also enjoys spending time with his girl-
friend of three months, Julianne Noel.

“ Austin ’s known as the playboy of the team,” 
Smith said.

Dantin isn’t only inspired by his friends. His 
family plays a major role in his support system. His 
father, for instance, pushes him to be successful.

“My dad works me really hard,” Dantin said. 
“He tries to bring out the best in me.”

His mother, on the other hand, is his support sys-
tem.

 “She’s always at the games, cheering me on,” 
Dantin said.

By Isabel Wilson
High Life Sports Editor

For the past three years, Leon High School’s 
Austin Dantin has been taking control and dominat-
ing on the football field. This year isn’t expected to 
be any different. 

The 2007-08 football season will be Dantin’s 
second full season as starting quarterback for the 
Leon Lions. In his freshman year, he played three 
games for the junior varsity team as wide-receiver 
and cornerback, and later played as a varsity quar-
terback for the rest of the season. 

Statistics-wise, Dantin has completed 55 passes 
out of 122 attempts for 798 yards with six touch-
downs and interceptions. He is equally adept at run-
ning the football. He ran it 80 times for 642 yards 
with 13 touchdowns. That’s an average of over eight 
yards per carry. 

Head Varsity Coach Bill Ragans views Dantin as 
a very valuable player.

“He is an outstanding young man,” Ragans said.
Offensive Varsity Coach Jim Sauls also thinks 

highly of him.
“(Dantin’s) a natural leader,” Sauls said. “He 

leads by example and people know that. He makes 
wise decisions.”

Dantin’s coaches aren’t the only ones who ad-
mire his leadership skills and talent for his age.

“(Dantin’s) still young, but he’s getting the re-
cruiting mail,” Ragans said. 

Even though he’s merely 16 years old, Dantin 
is receiving recruitment mail from a couple of col-
leges who are interested in him playing football for 
their teams. Florida State University has talked to 
him, and University of Florida and Louisiana State 
University has been in touch with him through mail 
and telephone calls.

His favorite football team is LSU, which would 
be his first pick of the three schools who are inter-
ested in him. FSU holds second place to him, then 
coming UF. Overall, though, Dantin just wants to 
play college football. 

When Dantin isn’t busy playing football, he is 
also involved with Leon basketball. He played on 

Not-so-
dumb
jocks

By Ashira Morris
High Life Sports Writer

Dantin dominates
Junior finds success with football, basketball

Photo courtesy of Austin Dantin
Sixteen-year-old Austin Dantin is the starting quarterback for the 2007-08 varsity football team.
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FootbaLL

Top Returnees: Sam Bradley, LB; Austin Dantin, QB; Andrew Carter, 
 DL-OL; Brandon Graham, WR-ATH; Jared McSayles, CB-ATH; 
 Madison Carter, FB; Chris Blackburn, LB; Kareem Council , HB-
 WR. 
Top Losses: Corey McGuire, FB; Josh Olman, DL; Nick Williams, OL. 
Strengths: With a revamped coaching staff and 12 returning starters, the 
 Lions have an energized team ready to play.
Weaknesses: The lions have a very young team. There are a number of 
 juniors who will need to step up and assume responsibility. The line 
 isn’t very deep, and there are several two-way players.
Analysis: Coming off a losing season, the Lions will have to win early to 
 build confidence. With a bigger, stronger and faster team, and a 
 new coach, they have a credible shot.

Fall sports hold many promises

swImmIng

Top Returnees: Joe Ziegler, Anna Straubinger, Kelly Wyman, Sapphire 
 Hinson, Francisco Birk and Sierra Spark, all returning state champi- 
 ons; Cody Strauss, diver, returning state competitor.
Top Losses: Jenny Leib, Mary Carson Gwynn and Michael McKibben.
Strengths: The team has five returning state champions, three returning   
 state runnerups and no significant losses. The program expects to   
 reach unprecedented heights this season.
Weaknesses: There are no visible weaknesses for this year’s varsity swim
 team.
Analysis: Led by the two “2006 Big Bend Swimmer of the Year” winners, 
 Straubinger and Ziegler, and four defending state champs, the team 
 seems to be in good shape. 

VoLLeybaLL

Top Returnees: Mary Watkins, 
Emily Gywnn, Avery Ny-
strom, Alison Mica, Bridget 
Swingle, Megan Wilmot, and 
Alex Johnson.

Top Losses: Erin Stockdale, Em-
ily Bist and Katie Johnson.

Strengths: The team is strong, 
with each key player having 
experience. There are also 
eight new team members.

Weaknesses: The team lost its 
three main leaders and best 
players, among other impor-
tant seniors. The team will 
have to recover by developo-
ing new leaders and working 
especially hard.

Analysis: Last year’s team ad-
vanced to the state semifinals. 
The 2007 squad will be chal-
lenged to repeat that success, 
but it has the talent to make a 
strong run. Becker will make 
sure the team reaches its po-
tential.

boys goLF

gIrLs goLF

Top Returnees: April Lee, Elleni Gavalas.
Top Losses: Janet Gavalas, Alex Ecenia.
Strengths: The team’s No. 1 player from last year, April Lee, returns. 

Lee led the Lions to a state berth in 2006, and she will be expected 
to carry a large load again this year. Elleni Gavalis is expected to 
have a strong season, as well.

Weaknesses: The team consists mainly of younger and less experi-
enced players, so they will have much to learn.

Analysis: With Lee and Gavalis leading the way, this team has the 
potential to make another run at a state berth.

Top Returnees: Hunter Stone, 
Robert Boutin and Dustin 
Dye. 

Top Losses: Kyle Cobb, Kyle 
Record, Kevin Cooper and 
Ben Smith.

Strengths: There are two new, 
anticipated members: Bran-
den Collins from Raa Middle 
School and Thomas Joiner, a 
Maclay transfer.

Weaknesses: The team lost its 
top four players to gradua-
tion: Kyle Cobb, Kevin Coo-
per, Kyle Record and Ben 
Smith. 

Analysis: The team will need 
to re-develop its leaders and 
top players. With two high-
ly talented transfers and the 
maturation of Stone, Boutin 
and Dye, though, the year 
should be successful, as long 
as the team remains focused. 
Feely will see to that.

Football predicted to substantially improve; swimming, volley-
ball, cross country, golf expected to continue successful seasons

cross country
Top Returnees: Mallory Alonso, Robert Beazley.
Top Losses: Jared Black, Lisa Sawicki.
Strengths: In a sport that thrives off of team depth, this year’s cross country 

squads look to be in excellent shape. With 33 members, there shouldn’t 
be a shortage of talent or motivation. 

Weaknesses: Losing Black and Sawicki will be difficult. This teams will 
need to rely on their overwhelming numbers to dominate the competi-
tion.

Analysis: With a strong number of talented runners, this year’s cross coun-
try team is a legitimate state contender. Don’t be too suprised if the 
Lions win a state title.

Photo courtesy Austin Dantin

The 2007-08 varsity football team is looking forward to an exciting season.
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Say good bye to Personal Fitness and Life 
Management. This year, the Health Opportunities 
through Physical Education program will take the 
place of the previous P.E. program. 

HOPE is a new program mandated by the Flor-
ida legislature. Instead of taking half a year of Per-
sonal Fitness and half a year of Life Management, 
students take a whole year of HOPE. The class, 
which is generally taken by freshman, is required 
for graduation.

The new and improved program is better orga-
nized than the previous classes and has been ea-
gerly adopted by Leon’s P.E .department

In addition to the new P.E. curriculum, the Cap-
ital Health Plan (CHP) Champions program is in all 
freshman HOPE classes. 

CHP sponsors the program, which strives to 
change lifestyle habits and turn couch potatoes into 
healthy teens. CHP brings Titus Sports Academy 
trainers to Leon to lead the students in a vigorous 
45 minute workout. Titus designs the activities and 
drills for the program, which include small hurdles 
and agility rings.

Freshmen HOPE for success
By Ashira Morris 
High Life Sports Columnist

New sports, more school spirit
Leon sports fanatics might be ex-

cited to know that Leon High School 
has introduced three new sports to the 
school. As the No. 1 public school 
athletic program in the state, Leon 
will try to keep the pride alive this 
year, as well.  

The new additions include bowl-
ing, competitive cheerleading and la-
crosse.

“We only want to enhance the 
quality of the Leon experience, so 
we’re always looking forward to add-
ing new things [to the school],” said 
Principal Rocky Hanna.

Said Athletic Director Mark Fee-
ly: “Everybody has something [of 
interest] that they want to fall into, 
and you want to have as many things 
available to kids so that they can fol-
low their interests.” 

Student interest is exactly what 
caused bowling to become an official 
sport at Leon. 

“The students came to me and 
asked me [about bowling],” bowling 
sponsor Ceasar Kothe said. “There’s 
a lot of students who want to do 
sports, but [usually] there’s only the 
basic high school sports for them to 
choose from.” 

Kothe teamed up with coach 
James Graves to get bowling added 
to the school. Since then, the student 
feedback has been all rewarding. 
Leon is also the first school in North 
Florida to have bowling as an official 
sport, which is why Leon’s bowling 

“So far, I understand that it’s a strenuous work-
out,” said Assistant Principal of Curriculum Billy 
Epting.

As a part of the course, the trainers come to 
Leon twice a week to make PE more than just walk-
ing the track.

“It’s easier for a third party to [coach] the work-
out,” Epting said. “It increases motivation.”

Leon is the first high school to benefit from the 
CHP Champions program. 

The program started as an alliance between 
Titus and Gilchrist Elementary School. The Titus 
trainers would come and work with the students on 
a weekly basis.

“CHP saw the benefits of the program,” Titus 
representative Alex Stemle said. “It’s preventative 
health care.”

Since the program starts with third graders, they 
hope to eventually reduce childhood obesity.

“Ultimately, we’d like to see a change in the 
(Body Mass Index) and attitude towards fitness,” 
said Laura Rogers. 

Rogers is the Program Director for World Class 
Schools, a nonprofit organization that works with 
the Chamber of Commerce. They assist the School 
District by coupling businesses, such as Titus, and 

schools.
However, Titus has even more to offer to Leon. 

They are also starting a free after school session 
that will be open to anyone. On Tuesdays and 
Thursdays from 3:30-4:30, Titus trainers will give 
anyone who shows up a demanding hour of fitness 
training. 

team will have to compete with the 
districts in North Orlando.

“I never expected to see so many 
students try out,” Kothe said. “I had 
an overwhelming number of students 
involved. They were very excited.” .

Tryouts were held on Sept. 6 after 
school in the gym, and the morning of 

Sept. 8 at Seminole Bowl. There were 
roughly 24 boys and 12 girls who 
tried for the bowling team. Another  
50 students have expressed interest in 
Leon’s bowling club.

“I love meeting new people and 
making new friends,” said senior Mi-
chael Landing, who has been a mem-

ber of the bowling club for two years. 
“Plus, Mr. Kothe is funny, and he has 
weird expressions that we don’t use 
here in America.”

Sophomore Kathleen Park, a new 
bowling club member, said, “I’m not 
really good at bowling, but I think it’ll 
be a lot of fun and I know that a lot of 
other people are joining, too.”

Overall, Kothe is positive that 
bowling will be a success this year. 

“What we’re trying to accom-
plish is to bring varsity bowling to 
the state championships,” Kothe said. 
“We want them to feel the experience, 
to meet new people and to motivate 
them, so that they’ll be more enthusi-
astic in the future.”

Competitive cheerleading, pre-
viously called Cheerleading, is also 
new to the school. 

“It’s awesome,” junior varsity 
cheerleading coach Vida Sheffield 
said. “It gives girls the opportunity 
to get out there and show that they’re 
athletes.”

 Again, this became an addi-
tion to the school based on student in-
terest. The cheerleaders will soon be 
preparing for their state competition, 
which is scheduled for later this year.

“We need to continue [working] 
on the basics fundamentals and team-
work,”  Sheffield said. 

“They’re definitely excited. They 
feel that their definitely going to get 
the recognition they deserve for their 

By Ursula Ible
High Life Sports Writer

Please see NEW SPORTS 
continued on pg. 12

Bowling, competitive cheerleading and lacrosse are officially sports at Leon.
Photo courtesy of Ashley Smith
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Athlete of the Month April Lee 
led Leon to a city championship 
and state tournament appearance 
last fall, and she’s hoping to lead 
the Lions to similar success this 
year.

As Leon’s No. 1 golfer for the 
second year in a row, Lee is capa-
ble of shooting even par anytime 
she takes the course, according to 

NEW SPORTS

girls coach Betsy Fisher.
Lee, a junior, is now in her third 

year on the Leon team, but she first 
started playing scholastically as a 
sixth grader at Maclay School.

Lee hasn’t always had a love 
for the sport.

“I used to hate it,” Lee said. 
“But I became better at it. I might 
even be able to get a scholarship.”

With a lot of new talent on the 
team this fall,  Lee is determined to 
set a good example. 

By Kathryn Haley
High Life Business Manager

APRIL LEE

Photo courtesy of Leon golf

                                                                               VB (Away)               Swim (Home)                JV FB (Away)              FB (Home)             VB (Away)
                                                                               Godby                       Maclay                          Lincoln                         NFC                        Bolles V. Tourn.
                                                                               5:30-7 p.m.                                                     6 p.m.                           7 p.m.                      Crew 19th 1st
                                                                                                                                                                                                                          Coast Head Race

                                    ------------------------------------Boys Soccer   Tryouts 6:30 p.m.---------------------------------
                                    -BGF (Away) District   Golf Tourn.--------      VB (Home)                                                         VB (Away)

september/october

Caroline,
Will you go to homecoming with me?

- You know who

the recognition they deserve for 
their hard work,” said Sponsor Jenni-
fer Roady-Lawson.

The cheerleaders’ optimism is 
matched by their coaches’. 

“I love competing because it’s 
so much fun, and it helps me release 
stress sometimes,” said sophomore 
Elizabeth Blizzard, a cheerleader for 
nine years.

“I think it’s really good because 
it’s more of a challenge,” said fresh-
man Ambriel Dorsey, a cheerleader 
for five years. “Cheerleading is a com-
petitive sport, so it should be treated 
like one.”

As for lacrosse, students and their 
parents had been interrogating Feely 
and Hanna for a while.

“There was a lot of student inter-

Continued from pg. 11 est,” Hanna said. “We had groups of 
students and parents asking about la-
crosse.”

Students from neighboring 
schools, like McClay, have even 
come to Leon for boys lacrosse.

For now, boys lacrosse is without 
a coach. However, since the season 
doesn’t begin until spring, Feely feels 
that there is enough time for one to 
be found. 

“We’ve even put an ad in the Tal-
lahassee Democrat,” Feely said.

Whether or not there will be girls 
lacrosse remains to been seen. So far 
there hasn’t been enough female in-
terest.

“I’m really excited to see how 
all the sports will do,” Feely said. 
“So many kids have so many inter-
ests. That’s what’s unique about our 
school.”


