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Athlete of the Month

Senior golfer Kyle Cobb was the individual city and region
champion, leading the Lions to their first state tournament
appearance since 1954. Cobb has posted the best scoring
average on the Leon team during all four of his years. In
August, Cobb competed in the United States Amateur
Championships in Michigan. He is also a former participant
in the World Golf Championships in the Virgin Isles.
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Although the football program is ex-
periencing more than its share of grow-
ing pains, the rest of Leon’s fall sports
are enjoying some of the finest seasons
in school history.

When The High Life went to press,
Leon had already won four district
championships, two city championships
and two region championships.
                Volleyball

The Lions won the District 2-5A
championship by defeating Lincoln 25-
18, 22-25, 25-12, 25-14.

“We really wanted to win it this year
because we didn’t win it last year, so
we came out for revenge,” said senior
captain Katie Johnson, who had 19 kills
and 21 digs in the win over Lincoln.

The Lions have also gotten outstand-
ing play this season from fellow senior
captains Emily Bist and Erin Stockdale.

Leon had compiled a record of 24-3
as it headed into regional competition
against Niceville. The Lions were fight-
ing hard to surpass their best all-time

record of 27-6.
Swimming

The Leon swimming and diving teams
captured both the girls and boys district
titles in Gainesville on Oct. 15-16.

The diving team was led by Matt
Baker, who captured the one-meter div-
ing event.

The girls swim team was led by Sap-
phire Hinson, Sierra Spark, Anna
Straubinger, Jenny Leib, Jorgi Tome-
Munson and captain Mary Carson
Gwyn. The boys were led by Joe
Ziegler, Patrick Dix, Francisco Birk,
Christian Horton, Kevin Emmanuel and
Antonio Birk.

The boys swim team finished the
season undefeated and the girls had just
one loss. The diving team was unde-
feated, as well.

In early October, the swimming and
diving teams competed in the Florida
Swimming Pool Association Invitational
in Orlando, where they placed fifth
overall and broke a slew of school
records.

Straubinger, a sophomore, broke the
50 freestyle record, while junior Ziegler

broke the 200 freestyle record. Finally,
Hinson, Spark, Straubinger and Leib
teamed up to break the 200 freestyle
relay mark.

 Golf
The boys and girls golf teams are both

enjoying nearly their best seasons in
school history.

The girls won their first-ever city title.
The boys captured their third straight
city title, then nailed down their first
region championship since 1954. Both
teams advanced to the prestigious state
tournament.

The girls won the city championship
in dominant fashion, whipping second-
place Chiles by 32 strokes. April Lee, a
sophomore, shot an 81 to claim the title
of individual city champion.

“We’ve always had winning records,
but we’ve never won the city title be-
fore,” girls golf coach Betsy Fisher said.

At the district meet in Panama City,
Leon’s Janet Gavalas won the individual
title in a four-hole playoff, but the Lions
finished a close second to Niceville in
the team race. Leon finished second to
Niceville in the regional tournament at
Ferdandina Beach, but still qualified for
the state tournament.

In addition to Lee and Gavalas, the
Lions have also been led by seniors
Dayna Dixon and Alex Ecenia, and
freshman Elleni Gavalas.

Senior Kyle Cobb led the Lions to
both the city and region titles. Cobb was
crowned the individual city champion,

but the Lions also got strong perfor-
mances from Kevin Cooper and Kyle
Record in that tournament.

Leon finished second at the district
tournament, but rebounded to win the
region title at Killearn Country Club as
Cobb took top honors with a 4-under-
par 68. Once again, Cooper (75) and
Record (77) made strong contributions.
Leon has also gotten strong play this
season from Ben Smith and Hunter
Stone.

Cross country
The boys and girls teams both won

the Lincoln Invitational and the boys are
ranked fourth in the region.

The boys have been led by sopho-
more David Twitchell, senior Jared
Black, junior Robert Beasley and sopho-
more Mallory Alonso. All have run top
times in the 3.1-mile distance.

Football
With a young group of players, the

Leon football team has struggled to win
this fall, but the future could get brighter
if a recent loss to Lincoln is any indica-
tion.

The Lions held a 24-20 fourth-quar-
ter lead on their cross-town rival be-
fore losing 27-24.

Sophomore quarterback Austin
Dantin enjoyed a spectacular game,
throwing touchdown passes to Brandon
Graham and Marcus Washington.

By Ashira Morris and Terrance Riggins
High Life Sports Writers
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Heisman nominees prove to be tough competitionHeisman nominees prove to be tough competitionHeisman nominees prove to be tough competitionHeisman nominees prove to be tough competitionHeisman nominees prove to be tough competition
By Ashira Morris
High Life Sports Writer

McGuire shines on and off the field
By Terrance Riggins
High Life Sports Writer

Star running back Corey McGuire
wants to be remembered when he
leaves high school. Whether it’s run-
ning for touchdowns or competing for
Mr. Leon, McGuire is trying to make
an impression.

McGuire, 18, has been on the var-
sity football team since his sophomore
year and has been playing football since
he knew how to walk. He says that the
best part about being on the team is be-
ing around all of his friends and fellow
students.

“I love my teammates,” he said. “I
wish that we could have more games
to play together.”

McGuire uses his talents to help the
junior varsity players improve their
skills. He has become the mentor to the
JV captain.

“I consider him my mentor,” JV cap-
tain Eric Smith said. “He is one of the
greatest high school running backs that
I know.”

Players from the varsity team have
nothing but nice things to say about
McGuire and his playing skills.

“He is a really good guy and is a very
hard worker,” varsity defensive lineman
Andrew Carter said.

McGuire attributes his success on the
field to his coaches and his dad, Tony

McGuire, who was the most valuable
player on his high school football team.

According to Corey McGuire, his
dad was a big-time football star in Ala-
bama and played for Troy State Uni-
versity before it became a Division I
school.

Of all the coaches that have helped
McGuire out, he gives a special thanks
to Ken Nichols. Before Nichols be-
came a coach at Cobb Middle School,
he taught McGuire everything he knew
about football. Nichols was his first
coach and helped him with his skills un-
til he came to Leon.

Although the team hasn’t won any
games this year, head coach Wade

Rollinson  knows that McGuire, along
with the rest of the team, is trying his
hardest to win.

“Corey has excellent character and
brings his best effort to the game,”
Rollinson  said. “He’s been the strength
for the football team.”

Even though this football season
hasn’t been the best for the team,
McGuire still considers it his best year
personally.

This summer, he was fortunate
enough to accomplish one of the goals
he set for himself at the beginning of
high school. He made it into the Nike
Football Camp, a place where all big-
time prospects get to go.

“Going to the camp helps you find
out how good you really are,” McGuire
said.

While at the camp, McGuire com-
peted in lots of events for running backs
and placed among the top 10 in most of
them. He said it wasn’t really hard, but
there were lots of games, which fueled
his competitiveness. His favorite part
about going to the camp was meeting
Notre Dame head coach Charlie Weiss,
University of Florida freshman quarter-
back Tim Tebow and other major col-
lege football players.

When it’s time for McGuire to go to
college next year, he hopes to play foot-
ball at the University of South Florida
or Florida Atlantic University.

McGuire visited the USF in May and
plans to visit FAU on Nov. 11. He likes
both schools, but believes he can make
an immediate impact at FAU. He is
hopeful that one of the schools will of-
fer him a full scholarship.

He is determined to make his senior
year the best school year he has had.

McGuire decided to compete in Mr.
Leon because he wanted his senioer
year to be the best. He came in third
place, but he admits he didn’t deserve
the title anyway.

 What McGuire does believe is that
it isn’t just good genes that makes some-
one a good football player. It also takes
a lot of practice.

For some students, playing
one sport and scraping by in
class is enough to keep them
busy for the year. However,
for Katie Johnson and Kyle
Record, a single sport and
passing grades aren’t nearly
enough.

In her four years at Leon,
Johnson has played varsity
volleyball, basketball and soft-
ball and has a 4.15 grade point
average. On top of this, she
does community service and
is the captain of the volleyball

team.
Record made All-Big Bend

in tennis, soccer and golf, and
maintains a 4.61 GPA. During
his years at Leon, he has also
played baseball and basket-
ball.

Because of their dedication
and ability to excel, both in
school and on their respective
courts and fields, Johnson and
Record have been nominated
for the Wendy’s Heisman
Award.

The award, which was es-
tablished in 1994, recognizes
“the nation’s most esteemed
high school senior men and

women for excellence in aca-
demics, athletics and commu-
nity-school involvement,” ac-
cording to its website. Teach-
ers nominate students to re-
ceive this prestigious award.

Record, a senior, grew up
around parents who played
lots of sports and is now tak-
ing after them. Mark Feely,
who has been coaching
Record on the golf team since
his sophomore year, says he
is “very competitive and
driven. He applies the same
intensity on the field as he does
in the classroom.”

Although his dad, Kevin
Record, coaches him on the
tennis team, both father and
son agree the relationship isn’t
awkward. Kyle says he is self-
motivated and doesn’t feel
pressure from anyone but him-
self.

“I don’t know how he does
it all,” Kevin Record said.

According to Kyle, keep-
ing such a busy agenda isn’t
too bad.

“It gives you a schedule,”
he said. “You don’t have a lot
of down time.”

Although Johnson has
played varsity basketball and
softball at Leon, in the past
two years she dropped those

sports to focus on volleyball.
Currently, she is the captain of
the varsity volleyball team.

“She’s a tremendous ath-
lete,” volleyball coach Joy
Becker said. “Her drive is so
strong it spreads to the other
players.”

Between sports, school-
work and community service,
it’s no wonder that Johnson
says she is strained “all the
time.”

Record, on the other hand,
is surprisingly relaxed, despite
a workload that would over-
whelm most people.

“I’m not really stressed,” he

Photo by Holly Johnson
Running back Corey McGuire looks to catch a pass during practice.

said. “I live a good life.”
So what’s next for these

two student-athletes? They will
compete against other Wendy
Heisman Award nominees in
a regional competition.

The winners from the re-
gional competition will advance
to a state competition and
then, ultimately, a national
competition. Once the top
male and female student ath-
letes in the United States have
been selected, they will be an-
nounced on television when
the Heisman Award is pre-
sented.

Photo by Holly Johnson
 Katie Johnson after a  victory against Godby.

Photo by Holly Johnson
Senior Kyle Record juggles golf, soccer and tennis.
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Boys soccer aims for state title

By  Caitlin Dilks
High Life All-Pages Writer

Girls soccer heats up

By AnnaLaura Rehwinkel
High Life Sports Editor

Competitive, dedicated, courageous
and diligent are some words that could
be used to describe last year’s girls
varsity soccer team. The question on
everyone’s mind is whether or not this
year’s team will be able to live up to
last year’s reputation.

Last year, the Lady Lions had an
impressive season. They won the Class
5A-District 2 Championship, the
team’s eighth district title. The 2005-
06 season also marked the girls var-
sity team’s eleventh state appearance.

Winning the district championships
is one of the most important goals of
the season; the most important step in
reaching the state finals.

 Coach J.D. Crum said they need
to take each district team on and beat
them one by one. These teams include
Chiles, Lincoln, Mosley and Ruther-
ford.

  To kick off the season, tryout prac-
tices were held during the first two
weeks of October and included a week
of running and playing trials to estab-
lish fitness and skill levels.

 These tryouts were a time for Crum
to evaluate both incoming and return-
ing players. He insisted that players

could not just expect to walk on to the
team even if returning. But there is
plenty of returning talent like senior
Michaela Spires and juniors Charlotte
Murrell, Chelsea Parmer and Susanna
Zorn. There are also several incoming
freshman, such as Hillary Clark and
Hannah Ciupalo, who are looking to
make contributions.

Now that the teams are formed, the
weeks leading up to the first game of
the season, the team will  be spent
practicing and conditioning

“Each player has to prove them-
selves,” Crum said.

What Crum is looking for is not just
athletic talent or foot skills, but attitude
and compatibility.

 “Besides ability,” Crum said, “I
want to see how they mesh with each
other.”

Crum said that a team could con-
tain all the talent in the world, but if it
didn’t get along, the talent would be
useless.

The players agree that team
chemisty is important and assert that
this team has the right stuff.

“We have good leadership and no
drama, which will help us succeed in
the long run,” Spires said.

Now that the team is formed, the
weeks preceding the first game of the

season will  be spent practicing and
conditioning. An integral part of the
preseason preparation will be the lead-
ership of the captains.

“[The captains] need to be encour-
aging and will run things efficiently. It’s
just the little things that count,” Crum
said.

This year’s team will have strengths
in several areas on the field.

“Our attack is going to be strong,”
Murrell said.

The players know their talent level

Junior Charlotte Murrell practices her footwork during tryouts.

Photo provided by the Leon Lions soccer website
Senior Nick Brinson kicks the ball away from the goal at one of last year’s games.

This year, the  boys varsity
team knows what it takes to
go all the way.  After  last sea-
son ended  in a  difficult loss
to Wolfson High School, one
step away from the Final Four
in the Regional Finals, they are
prepared to do whatever is
necessary to bring a  state title
home.

“The experience of losing to
Wolfson has sparked a lot of
focus for the team this year,”
varsity coach Allan Rice said.

Not that last season was
anything but impressive. The
team ended as  District Cham-
pions, Region Quarter-Final
Champions and  Region
Semi-Final Champions. This
year, they are looking to con-
tinue on that same track, with
the addition of a state cham-
pionship.

“They are very hungry for a
state title,” Rice said.

Although they lost several
key players from last year, in-
cluding Manuel Rico and
Yannic Maiwald, this year’s
team is expected to be un-

questionably strong.
“We have a solid defense,”

senior Matt Cade said.
“We’re strong all around.”
    Last year’s team consisted
mostly of juniors. Rice said that
that dynamic has helped the

team get to where they are this
year.

 “It was mostly a junior
team last year...the team is
coming together at the right
time now,” Rice said.

The way a team interacts

together  has a definite impact
on  the way  that they play to-
gether. Cade says that like
any team, they have their dif-
ferences, but that team unity is
an important component of
the team.

“There is some   bickering,”
Cade said. “But we all get
along pretty well. We need a
leader to step up.”

The starting 11 players, in-
cluding seniors Clayton
Hinson, Matt Cade, Davey
Beck, Nick Brinson, Hugo
Mio, Kyle Record and Jason
Hancock, will be able to con-
trol the field and are the
“strength and the top players”
of the team, according to
Rice.    The bigest concern,
and one of the keys to reach-
ing their goals this season, as
far as Rice is concerned, are
the bench players.

“What needs to happen
quickly is getting our bench
players experience to step in
at any time,” he said. “The
bench players will be the key
to how far we go.”
      The team has one goal in
mind this year and Rice is con-
fident that they know how to
accomplish it.

 “They know what it takes
to be a state champion. They
have to play with heart, deter-
mination and be aggressive on
the field,” Rice said.

Photo by Holly Johnson

and where their strengths are, but they
also know what they need to do to im-
prove and reach their goals.

“To succeed, we need to have a
quick transition,”  Parmer said.

The team must work hard and fo-
cus to reach its ultimate goal of a state
championship. Crum is confident in its
ability to do just that.

 “When it gets time to play and they
go out on the field, they know exactly
what to do,” Crum said. “It’s like sec-
ond nature.”
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By AnnaLaura Rehwinkel
High Life Sports Editor

By Terrance Riggins
High Life Sports Writer

Leon hires olympic medalist

To be completely
honest, before the
school year started, I
was seriously consid-
ering quitting the soc-
cer team. I had many
reasons, which I later realized were lame,
but at the time, I felt were completely valid.

A couple of my good friends from the
team had quit, so I would be without them. I
was taking three advanced placement
courses, which made me feel panicked, like
I wouldn’t have enough time to do my
homework and go to soccer practices and
games. Seventh period soccer class was
going to be a major inconvenience, carry-
ing clothes to school and having to move
my car everyday. Basically, I felt unpre-
pared for the stress that being involved with
a sport was going to add to my year and un-
willing to work harder to balance everything
out.

But after all those excuses were logically
formed, I found that there were several
things that I couldn’t deny about being on
the team. Yes, practice is hard and condi-
tioning is even worse. But actually playing
in a game, being on the field, is something
that I’ve loved as long as I can remember.
And yes, sometimes team politics are nasty
and I get annoyed and frustrated, but in the
end, my teammates are the ones who know
me the best, the ones who are always there
for me.

So, I made my decision. I worked through
the first couple months of soccer class. I
ran the shuttle, the 800 meter and the
Cooper’s test with everyone else. Playing
trials were finished last week. Returning and
new players showed what they could con-
tribute. Now have a team in place.

Now, as the school day ends and the last
period of the day rolls around, I find my-
self, while not exactly eager to lift weights
or  run sprints, at least willing to work. I
can say and do this because I know that I, as
a player, and we, as a team, are preparing
for the season; a season which we all excit-
edly await.

We start practices soon and every player
knows that the level of concentration and
comittment will directly correspond to how
far we go this season and whether or not
we accomplish our goal of a state title.

For the team, the upcoming season in-
cludes daily practices, district matchups
and out-of-town games (complete with long
bus rides and hilarious hotel stays).

We are conditioning, bonding, playing
and improving, all of us with the goal in our
minds of meeting the success of last year
and going beyond.

S O C C E RS O C C E RS O C C E RS O C C E RS O C C E R

Photo by AnnaLaura Rehwinkel
Coach McCoy  often likes to help out the softball team during seventh period.

The highs
and the lows

“DOING THINGS THAT YOU LIKE MAKES IT

EASY. HELPING THE STUDENTS HELP THEM-
SELVES IS WHAT MAKES IT EASY.”

                    -WALTER MCCOY

  Some students may not know
that Walter McCoy, 47, won an
Olympic gold medal in the 4x400
relay in 1980. But that’s exactly
what he did, and more.
         McCoy’s fastest time in the
4x400 relay is 44.17 seconds. He
also holds the world record for
the most races run under 46 sec-
onds (155 times), is a 16-time
Metro Conference Champion
and a 13-time National Collegiate
Athletic  Association (NCAA)
All-American runner.
      One of McCoy’s proudest
moments involved defeating both
Carl Lewis and Michael
Johnson in the same race.   Lewis
is a nine-time gold medalist and
Johnson was a two-time gold
medalist in the 1996 Olympics
and a record-holder in the 200
and 400 relay. McCoy is proud
of himself because he says that
only a few can say that they beat
both of them in the same race.
      Before McCoy stopped run-
ning, he finished in the top 10 for
12 straight years at the World
Championships. The World
Championships occurs when the
U.S. Olympic Committee takes
its top U.S. runners and lets them
compete against other countries.

After his Olympic experience
ended, McCoy was in Tallahas-
see for a while before going to
Daytona Beach to work for the
parks and recreation department.
    From there, McCoy was hired
to be the coach at Palmterrace
Elementary school to work with
the younger students. During his
year at Palmterrace, he was re-
cruited to be the head track
coach at Bethune-Cookman Col-
lege, working with the incoming
freshmen.

McCoy admits that working
with college students is very dif-
ferent from working with high
school kids. He says that most of

his college students came to learn,
while others thought they knew
everything.

This isn’t the reason why
McCoy left Bethune-Cookman
after spending four years with the
school.

McCoy claims that the reason
why he left Bethune-Cookman is
because of their lack of facilities.
The school had no showers and
no track, and he had to go around
town to find an area for the stu-
dents to run.

In McCoy’s opinion, the school
didn’t plan on getting any new fa-
cilities, so he came back to Talla-
hassee to be with his wife, three
of six children and one grandchild.

He was looking for a job and
former Leon physical education
and track coach Everett Blakely
was leaving. It all happened at the
right time, according to McCoy,
because he was chosen to replace
Blakely.
    McCoy decided to apply at
Leon because he was impressed
by principal Rocky Hanna, athletic
director Mark Feely and the other
academic teachers, who really
care about the students. McCoy
was chosen to work at Leon for
many of the same reasons.
      “[The Leon faculty and admin-
istration] are good people, enjoy
working with kids, are hard
workers and are knowledgeable
about their profession, and he fits
all these categories,” Feely said.

McCoy has made a good im-
pression with the teachers and
other coaches.

“He expects a lot out of the kids
and has a winning, positive atti-
tude,” basketball coach Sam
Striplin said.

McCoy wouldn’t say that be-

ing at a high school is any easier
than being at a college because
he believes that if you enjoy what
you do, things will be easy.

“Doing things that you like
makes it easy. Helping the stu-
dents help themselves is what
makes it easy,” McCoy said.
     As well as training the track
team before the start of the sea-
son, McCoy is helping the girl’s
softball team and hopes to one
day get involved in cross coun-
try.

“Anything to help with speed.
I like to help them out,” McCoy
said.

McCoy believes that he is as-
sisting the students in making
something out of themselves
which is what he did when he was
younger.

He began running track as a
sophomore at Seabreeze High
School in Daytona Beach.
McCoy got involved in track be-
cause he couldn’t afford to do any
other sport. Other sports required
fees, and money was in short sup-
ply for his family. From there, his
love for the track evolved.

McCoy has nothing but nice
things to say about Leon, except
when it comes to the students
cleaning up after themselves, a
problem that neighboring homes
to the school have noticed.

But McCoy has gone out of his
way to pick up stray pieces of
trash and inform the students to
not be disrespectful of the school,
especially the track.

“When times get hard, say to
yourself, ‘If my mind can conceive
it, then my heart can achieve it.’
You have an opportunity to make
a difference,” McCoy said.
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By  Caroline Whitney
High Life Features Writer

With Halloween just around
the corner, video stores will be
filled with students looking to
rent movies that are
guaranteed to scare them.

The Leon High Life
reviewed remakes of classic
horror movies that will make
you shake with fear ...or
laughter.

The Fog
When the shoddy, pointless,

remake of John Carpenter’s
1980 horror film “The Fog” hit
theatres in October of last
year, I made it a point to not
see or have anything to do with
it.

Now, after having sat
through it in my own personal
fog – of boredom – I reaffirm
that vow 10-fold.

I tried to fall asleep a few
times but the boom-boom
sound design of the film made
sure that wasn’t going to hap-
pen. The entire movie is basi-
cally a bunch of people in this

Down
1. These are the only flying
mammals
3. Halloween originated in
this country
4. This is the name for the
night before Halloween (3
wds)
5. Don’t let this animal cross
your path on Halloween (2
wds)
6. People are usually buried
in these
7. It was a ____ and
______ night (2 wds)
9. This is one of the most
well-known horror writers,
Stephen ____
10. Halloween is on this day
of the week this year.

Across
2. These turn into 1 down
8. Witches make their brew
in one of these
11. People dress up in these
to go trick or treating
12. People make Jack-O’-
Lanterns out of these
13. There are many ____
stories associated with Leon
14. Another word for
graveyard

Be the first to bring your finished crossword to room 108-J and get your name in next month’s paper!

The Ring
 When the Ring, a remake

of the Japanese film Ringu,
came out in October of 2002,
everyone was psyched to see
what had been hailed as “one
of the scariest movies of the
decade.” This rumor was, for
once, shockingly true.

The movie centers around
a journalist named Rachel,
whose niece was recently
killed in a string of strange
events. Using her striking
journalistic skills, Rachel and
her creepy son fight to get to
the bottom of this eerie case.

She finds this videotape that
her niece had supposedly
watched before she died. Af-
ter some serious study, Rachel
concludes that this tape kills
people, only giving them seven
days to attempt to save their
own lives.

In her course of investiga-
tion, Rachel watches the tape
and attempts to solve the case

Graphic courtesy of radiognome.comGraphic courtesy of movieposter.com

The Texas Chainsaw
Massacre

Though it won’t exactly be
winning any awards, theTexas
Chainsaw Massacre, overall,
was a decent film.

The beginning of the film
follows five friends driving
through rural Texas on their
way to a rock concert.

They stop when a blonde
girl is seen dragging herself up
the road. So they let the girl
blonde into their VW bus and

attempt to figure out what’s
wrong with her.

She then pulls a pistol from
between her legs and shoots
herself in the head. Everyone
gets really scared and they pull
over at this big, creepy house
to call the sheriff. While at the
house, a large man in a mask
made of human skin, affection-

Graphic courtesy of killermovies.com

CO L U M N

ately called “leatherface,”  be-
gins abducting them.

They basically start drop-
ping like flies from there, ex-
cept for Jessica Biel who
makes it out alive.

Remakes are invariably a
letdown, this one atleast
doesn’t slip too far.

Scary remakes may bring horror or humor
seaside town being attacked
by burnt lepers shrouded in an
“eerie” fog. What I saw was
balding men with adult acne
attacking kids. It was a pretty
deep flick.

and save her own life. Full of
eerie graphics, grotesque im-
ages and a twisted plot, this
Japanese movie remake may
be one of the scariest movies
of our time.
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By Karis Needham
High Life Features Writer

Halpin has his eyes on the “Hall”
By Caitlin Dilks
High Life All Pages Writer

The phrase “Trick or treat,
smell my feet, give me some-
thing good to eat” originally ap-
peared in print in 1939, but the
origins of the beloved Hallow-
een tradition began much earlier.

Halloween comes from “All
Hallows Eve,” the night before
the Nov. 1 celebration of “All
Hallows Day,” which honors the
saints. However, in the fifth cen-
tury in Celtic Ireland, summer
officially ended on Oct. 31. This
marked the beginning of the
Celtic New Year, Samhain.

Many people believed that
during Samhain, the spirit world
and the living world could inter-
mingle. The adults would dress
up as the spirits, some to drive
the spirits away and others to
welcome them. The fearful
adults would then leave money,
cheese, apples, butter and other
food on their door steps.

The children in the neighbor-
hood soon caught on and began
dressing as spirits and ghosts, as
well. They would run outside and
sweep the food off of a porch,
making the homeowners believe

they were spirits.
The homeowners eventually

caught on and stopped leaving
food on the porches for the chil-
dren. However, the children
would knock on doors and beg for
food, offering prayers for the
dead in return.

In a somewhat similar fashion,
early Christians would walk from
village to village begging for
“soul cakes” made of square
pieces of bread with currants. The
more soul  cakes a family gave,
the more prayers would be said
on behalf of their deceased rela-
tives. It was believed that a soul
could only move on to heaven if
it had enough prayers from

Eventually, early Christians be-
gan sending children around to
knock on doors begging for food
in exchange for prayers. This
practice turned into trick-or-
treating, a custom practiced all
over the world.

“IT OFFENDS ME WHEN ADULTS

GO TRICK OR TREATING.”
–ENGLISH TEACHER BETTY HARRISON

Most students know that hall monitor Kevin Halpin
and secretary Allison Hall are members of the Leon
staff. What some of them don’t know, however, is
that these employees are engaged.

Hall and Halpin met coincidentally through a good
friend, Bobby Sebring, five years ago.

“I have never been that way [with anyone]” Hall
said. “It was weird. We just clicked.”

Hall told Halpin of a job opening as a hall monitor
at Leon High School  and set up an interview with
Pat Weaver, the assistant principal of discipline.

“I’m a bad job-hopper,” Halpin said. “I was look-
ing for something different and I actually get to work
with people [at Leon]. I really didn’t [have that op-
portunity]  in my other jobs.”

Principal Rocky Hanna is very impressed with
Halpin’s work.

“He takes his job very seriously and is very ac-
tive around campus. [He] wants to make sure that
the learning environment and, more importantly, that
the students are protected from harm,” Hanna said.
“His job is not to harass students, but to protect
them.”

Halpin says being back at high school has been
an interesting experience.

“[At my high school] I hung out with the cool
crowd,” Halpin said. “Everybody knew me, but now
I’m the ‘creepy hall monitor.’ ”

Halpin grew up in Monticello and attended
Jefferson High School. He was never active in sports,

but learned to skateboard at the age of 10. He ad-
mits that he still skates today.

“I just got hooked on the whole Tony Hawk and

Bones Brigade thing,” Halpin said. “I never com-
peted. I just did it for fun.”

As soon as he graduated from high school, Halpin
traveled to places like San Diego and Washington
D.C.

“I was young,” Halpin said. “I wanted to see the
country.”

Although he is not driving around the country
anymore, Halpin can still appreciate riding home
from work in the company of his fiancé.

Hall said her schedule is full of planning her wed-
ding, graduating from Flagler College in December
and coaching Maclay’s dance team.

After finishing her job at Leon around 3 pm, Hall
travels to Maclay, where she oversees dance prac-
tice four days a week from 4-5:30 p.m..

Hall has been dancing jazz, tap and ballet for 19
years and danced with the Tallahassee Dance Acad-
emy for 15 years.

With 250 invitations sent out and open invites to
the Leon staff, Hall and Halpin plan on getting mar-
ried Nov. 11 in Maclay Gardens. Hall said she is
getting nervous about getting everything done and
being ready on time. Halpin is not nervous yet, but
assumes he will be when the day arrives.

The couple plans to honeymoon in Ireland dur-
ing the winter break.

“It seems to be the easiest thing to do,” Halpin
said. “We don’t have to take time off from work,
and we can just take our time and chill.”

A good example of the phrase “opposites at-
tract,” Hall and Halpin have brought new meaning
to love in the hallway.

“I THINK THERE SHOULDN’T

BE AN AGE LIMIT. YOU

SHOULDN’T FEEL PRESSURED

NOT TO GO [TRICK OR TREAT-
ING] JUST BECAUSE YOU’RE

TOO OLD.”
-FRESHMAN AMY CORREIA

“YOU’RE NEVER TOO OLD

TO GO TRICK OR TREATING

BECAUSE WHEN YOU GET

OLD, YOU JUST GO WITH

YOUR KIDS”
–JUNIOR TUNUKA GRAY

“[YOU’RE TOO OLD TO GO

TRICK OR TREATING] WHEN

YOU CAN’T WALK FROM HOUSE

TO HOUSE TO GET THE

CANDY.”
–ENGLISH TEACHER LESLIE

DUMAS

“WHEN I’M ON MY DEATHBED

IS THE ONLY TIME I WON’T GO

TRICK OR TREATING.”
–FRESHMAN TATUM CARR

“YOU’RE TOO OLD WHEN

YOU DON’T HAVE FUN

ANYMORE.”
–SOPHOMORE EMILY JONES

“WHEN YOU’RE THE SAME

AGE AS THE PEOPLE GIVING

YOU CANDY, YOU’RE TOO

OLD [TO GO TRICK OR

TREATING].”
–SOPHOMORE MEGAN DOYLE

Photo by Angelina Colao
Kevin Halpin puts his hallway duties on hold
 to say a quick hello to his fiancee, Allison Hall.

Debates over the age limit on
trick or treating have been
rampant in recent years. Here
are what a few Leon students
and faculty have to say:

Holiday has unexpected spooky origins
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By Elizabeth Nelson
High Life Features Editor

Many people have to be outlandish
and crazy for people to notice them,
but senior Brit Garner turns heads ev-
eryday, just by being herself.

Garner is bright, outgoing and witty.
She is at ease with anyone she meets
and instantly makes them feel comfort-
able around her. There is never an
awkward silence, since she always has
an interesting thought or a song to
break into.

Garner has many hobbies,  both in-
side and outside of Leon. She is the
president of Capital Singers, a four-
year member of International Thespian
Society and a lead attorney in Teen
Court, of which she has been a mem-
ber for six years. Garner has also gone
to National History Fair twice and is
the president of Rebus Gestis.

In  addition, Garner loves simply
hanging out with people.

“I’m about to start rollerblading with
[biology teacher Janice] Ouimet,” Gar-
ner said. “We have a rollerblading date
after I graduate.”

Garner also had the opportunity to
take part in dolphin research at Florida
State University this past summer. She
is especially excited about this experi-
ence because she wants to major in
marine biology, specializing in shark re-
search. Since sharks rarely get can-
cer, she wants to explore this concept
and possibly apply it to humans.

Garner enjoys learning all that she
can about everything she can.

“When they say learning is power,
it’s completely true,” Garner said.

Garner credits her parents with her
love for learning because they never
pressured her to do anything.

“Everything I do is self-motivated,”
Garner said. “I don’t understand
people who do stuff just to put it onto
applications.”

The fact that she is so self-motivated
makes Garner an able-bodied leader.
She has a can-do attitude about ev-
erything and doesn’t like to hear or say
the word “no.”

“If somebody were to say ‘I need a
polar bear in the backseat of your car
in five minutes,’ I’d be the one to do
it,” Garner said. “I’d be like, ‘I’ll get
the legs, you get the head, I’ll get the
snow, you get the car and meet me here
at three.”

But her apt for leading has not in-
hibited Garner from making close
friends. She hopes her friends would
describe her as having an element of
surprise, though she says that prob-
ably makes her obnoxious at times.
She says she goes out of her way to
make the people she’s close to happy
and hopes her friends recognize that.

“I hope I would be missed,” Gar-
ner said. “I hope I’m making an im-
pact,  especially to the people I care

about.”
Senior  Scottie Mitchell  says Gar-

ner has definitely made an impact on
her.

“She will go hours out of her way to
help anyone with anything and she
never fails to have a sarcastic, yet hi-
larious sense of humor,” Mitchell said.

For Garner, having a love for life is
incredibly important. She looks up to
Jonathan Larson, the author of Rent,
because she says the words he wrote
are applicable today and always will
be. She also admires the work he did
and what he gave to music and to
people.

Music is a big part of Garner’s life.
She enjoys having “jam sessions” with
her friends and hopes to continue in
music after she leaves Leon.

Garner thinks she might also want
to look into political activism, but she
won’t limit herself and says anyone can
do anything they put their mind to.

“I think there are a lot of things any-
one can do,” Garner said. “It’s just a
matter of finding the time and passion.”

And her closest friends certainly
know that Garner has a lot of
passion for the things she does.

“Brit is one of the most motivated

and hard working people I  know,”
senior  Amy Smith said. “She is a go-
getter in every area of life: academ-
ics, music, drama, partying. No
matter what it is, she strives to be the
best at it.”

Garner is spoken highly of by all her
teachers, especially drama teacher Rod
Durham.

“Brit’s a pretty amazing young lady,”
Durham said. “She has this astonish-
ing mind – genius at times – but she’s
also such an everyday girl, who can
appreciate all kinds of things and is
open to all kinds of people.”

Ouimet agrees with Durham and
noted additional qualities she admires
about Garner.

“Brit is a rare gem. She is talented
in so many areas it is difficult to nar-

“IF SOMEBODY WERE TO SAY ‘I NEED A POLAR

BEAR IN THE BACKSEAT OF YOUR CAR IN FIVE MIN-
UTES,’ I’D BE THE ONE TO DO IT. I’D BE LIKE, ‘I’LL

GET THE LEGS, YOU GET THE HEAD, I’LL GET THE

SNOW, YOU GET THE CAR AND MEET ME HERE AT

THREE.”
                        - BRIT GARNER

row things down to describe her,”
Ouimet said. “I admire her intellectual
abilities, but I think her care and con-
cern for all living creatures on this
planet is what sets her apart. She is
the kind of person that will improve
our world in the future if she is given
half the chance.”

And Garner wants to improve the
world. Even though she may encoun-
ter difficulties along the way, Garner
has a motto that she stands by.

“No regrets,” Garner said. “You
have to stand by yourself. You have to
stand by your friends. You have to
stand by your family and you have to
stand by people you don’t even know.
We’re all in this together. No day but
today.”

Photo by Angelina Colao
Senior Brit Garner shows her  outgoing  personality while she works on an AP  Physics assignment.
Garner likes to make her assignments exciting so that she doesn’t get bored and can learn more.

“SHE WILL GO HOURS

OUT OF HER WAY TO HELP

ANYONE WITH ANYTHING

AND SHE NEVER FAILS TO

HAVE A SARCASTIC, YET

HILARIOUS SENSE OF HU-
MOR.”

- SCOTTIE MITCHELL

Garner is pretty, crazy
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B i g  D e c i s i o n s  i n  2 0 0 6
By Karis Needham
High Life Features Writer

 On Nov. 7, some Leon students and
faculty will be heading to the polls to
cast their votes for the new governor.
Many of the students and faculty have
yet to decide who they will vote for.

“It’s too early to tell,” senior Abby
Sarbeck said. “I think it’s going to be
a really close election.”

So far, it has been. Republican
Charlie Crist defeated Tom Gallagher
with 64 percent of the primary vote on
Sept. 5, while Jim Davis took the
Democratic nomination with a mere 46
percent of the primary vote.

Crist chose fellow Republican Jeff
Kottkamp as his running mate. Davis
chose U.S. Representative Daryl
Jones.

Many voters vote for whoever is
running in their political party. Senior
Brit Garner is against this form of vot-
ing.

“I don’t vote for the parties,” Gar-
ner said. “I vote for the issues and what
works.”

The main issues during this campaign
are education, civil rights, the environ-
ment, healthcare and minimum wage.

Education
Davis supports teachers, students,

schools, fighting for higher teacher sala-
ries, smaller class sizes, a re-tooled
FCAT and improved curriculum. Im-
proving education will be Davis’ top
priority.

Crist supports having children read
earlier in life, and providing educational
scholarships for low-income families.

Healthcare
 Davis supports increasing

healthcare, funding for rural communi-
ties and children’s health programs. He
also supports stem cell research and
opposes the privatization of Medicaid
and Medicare. He promises to make

health care a priority for his adminis-
tration.

Crist believes that there should be a
method of tracking medicine coverage
from the manufacturer to the pharmacy
to ensure drug safety. Crist prosecuted
distributors who were charging too
much for medicine and wants to stop
immoral medicine practices.

Civil Rights
Davis is pro-choice and has co-

sponsored the Equal Rights Amend-
ment, voted to reauthorize the Violence
Against Women Act and backed leg-
islation to crack down on dead-beat
dads. He looks to strengthen child care
programs, increase educational oppor-

tunity, ratify the ERA in Florida and
ensure adequate funding for domestic
violence prevention and support pro-
grams.

Crist believes that parental notifica-
tion for abortion should be enforced
and that a legislation that more strictly
punishes criminals that committed
crimes in places of worship. Crist is
also in favor of upholding Florida’s De-
fense of Marriage Act.

The Environment
Davis plans to continue the fight to

protect Florida’s coastline from off-
shore oil drilling, enhance Florida’s
land conservation efforts, protect
Florida’s public lands and waterways
and fight for full funding of Everglades
protection and restoration.

Crist is against drilling on Florida’s
coast and is a fighter for protecting
Florida’s wildlife.

 Minimum Wage
 Davis is in favor of increasing mini-

mum wage to $7.25 an hour and pro-
viding an additional 13 weeks of un-
employment benefits to people who
have exhausted their state jobless ben-
efits.

Crist is also in favor of increasing
minimum wage.

vs

The Asian Culture Club ar-
rived this year at Leon with the
hope of enticing students who
want to know more about
Asian culture. Led by  junior
Min Jiang,15, the Asian Cul-
ture Club seeks to teach Leon
students a little bit about the
customs and traditions of
Asian countries.

“The Asian Culture Club is
open to all interested in shar-
ing or gaining knowledge of
Eastern cultures,” Jiang said.
“It celebrates the diversity of
many Asian countries as well
as educating the Leon com-
munity about the different cul-
tures and traditions.”

After having only three
meetings, the popularity of the
Asian Culture Club has already
weaved its way into the Leon
student community.

“I enjoy learning about
Asian  culture and eating Asian
food,” junior Nathan Dryber
said. “Everyone is really en-
thusiastic.”

The club’s vice president,
Jennifer Trowers, had nothing
but nice things to say about the
club.

“It’s an extremely diverse

club,”  Trowers said. “Not
everyone in the club is Asian,
so people need to not get the
wrong idea.”

The  club’s sponsor, Eileen
Schaap, lists some of the rea-
sons the asian culture club has
gained so much attention at
Leon this year.

“Its such  an exciting club,”
Schaap said. “Everyone
seems to really enjoy each oth-
ers company. I’ve been really

impressed by the non-asian
turn out the club has received.
Most of the people who
signed up to join the first day
still attend every meeting. That
just shows you how interest-
ing culture and history can be.”

The club looks forward to
plenty of outings and cultural
events to keep the members
of the club interested. This
month, the club is focusing on
the upcoming moon festival.

The Asian Culture Club will
make moon cakes to be dis-
tributed to those who attend
the festival.

“The festival will represent
China, Korea and India,”
Jiang said.

The club’s secretary, Yeva
Rybak, described the different
things the club will attempt to
highlight this year.

“We hope to be exploring
interesting aspects of the Asian

cultures like cuisine and festi-
vals,” Rybak said. “We also
want to participate in things
like Asian arts and crafts.”

Of all the things the Asian
Culture Club has been cred-
ited for, its fantastic  and free
Asian cuisine is by far the most
talked about. The club’s trea-
surer, Shalini Golla, summed
up the policy on Asian Culture
Club food participation.

“No dues, no food,” Golla
said. “End of story.”

Connie Ji, the club’s histo-
rian says the club has specific
principles and goals for the fu-
ture.

“It is a very enriching and
perceptive club that explores
the aspects of different Asian
cultures and allows members
to learn more about Asian cul-
tures and differing perspec-
tives,” Ji said. “We hope to
teach the members how to be
accepting of other cultures and
we strive to make a positive
impression of the world’s
Asian  cultures.”

With its impressive atten-
dance record and itinerary of
fun  events, the Asian Culture
club can look forward to a long
stay  on Leon’s club agenda.

Republican candidate Charlie Crist Democratic candidate Jim Davis

Photo by Angelina Colao
Officers Emily Synder, Shalini Golla, Min Jiang, Kany Aziz  and Minjyuan Hou
collect dues and write receipts at a recent Asian Culture Club meeting.
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Trashy problems at LeonTrashy problems at LeonTrashy problems at LeonTrashy problems at LeonTrashy problems at Leon
By Isabel Wilson
High Life News Writer

After an embarrassing article was pub-
lished in the Tallahassee Democrat about
Leon High School’s littering problem, Prin-
cipal Rocky Hanna and the Phoenix club
want to help Leon make a change for the
better.

On Sept. 18, the Democrat printed a
story that brought up Leon’s littering prob-
lem, on and off campus. The Democrat
spoke of the Trash Fighter Guerilla Gang,
a group of people with homes near Leon
who wish to put a stop to the trash. They
spoke with one member of the gang, Rena
Carney, 56, who told the Democrat some
disgusting details about the trash.

“I found a used condom in my yard,”
Carney told the Democrat. “The next day,
I found a box stuffed with used condoms.
This is too much.”

She then went on to talk about the trash’s
disappearance during summer break.

“In the summer, it’s not there,” Carney
said. “From the first day of school, the trash
is back.”

Most of the trash is supposedly on
Miccosukee Road, and Carolina, Cherry
and Georgia streets. The littering consists
of everything from burger wrappers and
soda cans to more volatile items such as
condoms.

The morning that the story was pub-
lished, Hanna went over the intercom dur-
ing announcements and spoke to the stu-
dents, telling them that it was “embarrass-
ing” and that the problem “was getting out
of hand and needed to be fixed.”

Hanna and Leon’s neighbors aren’t the
only people disturbed by the littering. His-
tory teacher Scott Brown, who is also the
Phoenix club sponsor, is also upset about
the situation.

“Some students must live in pig sties,”
Brown said. “Wait, I shouldn’t insult pigs.
They’re actually clean.

“Teachers aren’t the students’ parents
and shouldn’t pick up after them. [The stu-
dents] are slobs and lucky to not get

tagged.”
Though the problem isn’t new, it has worsened

over the past couple of years. Several years back,
Anchor club put out many trash cans near the park-
ing lots and other spots where cans were needed.

People have been throwing their trash away more,
but often times the cans are overflowing and need
to be emptied. Another problem is the trash cans
being carelessly knocked over and not picked back
up. Phoenix club and Hanna, however, are deter-
mined to fix the problem though.

One major idea is a littering “Wall of Shame.”
The wall would feature pictures of the worst trash
areas and the cars beside it to show how unattrac-
tive it is. Hanna said that the Student Government
Association and some of the social service clubs
will organize trash clean-ups a few times a year. An-
other old, but important, idea is to place more trash
cans across campus and to empty them regularly.

With a total of 1,845 students at school, Hanna
said that cleaning up will have to  be a team effort.

Photo by Angelina Colao
Despite this reminder to pick up trash,
the dirtbowl remains strewn with litter.

 Daniel Doan
and

Time Hoover
LOVE

The Leon High
Life!

Leon’s Inner Club Council voted to take part in a neigh-
borhood cleanup that will involve each club to adopt a road
around the school. The assignments are as followed:

Leon will be hosting a blood drive on Thursday, Oct. 26
from 8:30-1:30 p.m.on campus. To be eligible, you must
be at least 17 years old and 110 lbs.

Clubs help with cleanup

Blood drive scheduled

“Friends of the Library” will have their book sale, “Tidal
Wave,” on Saturday, Oct. 28 in the media center.

Before the last home varsity football game against Chiles
on Friday, Oct. 27, athletic director Mark Feely will an-
nounce and recognize all seniors. This includes football play-
ers, cheerleaders, members of the dance team and band.
Students are encouraged to support the seniors.

Football’s Senior Night

“Tidal Wave” of books

Call-Street DCT, Disc Golf andYoga
North Meridian Street- Pierian, Rebus Gestis  and El
Cid
East Carolina Street- Chess, Cosmos and “L”
Club Cherry Street- Phoenix, Rubix Cube and
Exchangettes
Miccosukee Road- Billiards, Bowling and Reading and
Mentoring
Ward Street-Asian Culture and Art/ NAHS
East Georgia Street- Aerospace, Anchor and Amitie
Gunter Street- Mock Trial and Mosaic
Martin Street- Illusions, Interact and FBLA
Talaflo Street- National History Honor Society, SGA, and
SNHS
Junior Bowl- Drama/ Thespians, Pierian and FCA
Senior Bowl- FHS, GSA, Tech Club Baseball Bowl, Key
and Mu Alpha Theta
“Dirt” Bowl (the Neumann House)- Ladies of Distinction
and SADD
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Leon rocks with RocktoberfestLeon rocks with RocktoberfestLeon rocks with RocktoberfestLeon rocks with RocktoberfestLeon rocks with Rocktoberfest
By Danielle Spisso
High Life News Editor

that dismissed students to the pep rally, came sounds
of a police siren, as Deputy Paul Emmons and other
Leon faculty struggled to keep Leon students on cam-
pus for the pep rally.

Hanna assures the students that there have been
no changes in the policy.

“It has always been that way,” Hanna said. “You
are not allowed to leave [Leon ’s] campus during the
pep rallies.”

Many students are upset about the enforcement
of the pep rally attendance and the plausible fire haz-
ard that is occurring.

Senior Nick Chaviano is frustrated with Hanna’s

From hard-rockers to blue-
grass listeners to chorus kids
and everything in between,
Rocktoberfest brought all mu-
sic lovers together for one night
of good weather, good friends,
and especially, good music.

Rocktoberfest, a commu-
nity wide concert held on Oct.
12 in front of the school, was
a junior-class fundraiser for
prom. Between t-shirt sales
and tickets, Rocktoberfest was
estimated to have raised
around $1,500. The success
can be mostly credited to the
unexpected crowd that devel-
oped by the end of the evening.

“We had 284 tickets ready,
but we sold out completely,”
Eden Joyner, junior class sec-
retary and one of the event
coordinators for     Rocktobe-
rfest, said. “[We] had to get
rubber bracelets, and when we
used all of them, we had to
write on [the attendees] hands.
It was ridiculous, but in a good
way.”

However, the real success

was the feeling of unity among
students, as they cheered on
their fellow peers.

“Rocktoberfest was a lot of
fun because of the relaxed at-
mosphere,” said senior Amy
Smith, who performed with
her band, The Lolas. “There

wasn’t much stress. It was just
all chill and enjoyable.”

Along with The Lolas, the
evening consisted of perfor-
mances by Magic Marker
Massacre, Oh! Geography,
Funks Grove, Bullheadley and
San Lorenzo .

“All the bands did an awe-
some job,” junior Katy
McGowen said. “I’m proud to
have such talented people at
Leon.”

Despite a few technical dif-
ficulties involving the sound
system, the band members felt

that the performance went
well.

“It wasn’t like Winterfest,
where there is competition, so
it was all about having a good
time,” said senior Brit Garner,
a member of The Lolas. “I’m
sure every band feels that they
could have done a little better,
but when you think about how
friendly everyone was -- your
principal in shorts and a t-shirt
-- you realize the quality
wasn’t that important.”

The success can also be
credited to the generous help
offered by the administration.

“[Rocky] Hanna, [Joshua]
Stewart and Deputy [Paul]
Emmons were a huge help,”
Joyner said.

 The junior class hopes to
pass Rocktoberfest on to next
year’s juniors because of the
immense response to the
event.

“Rocktoberfest was great,”
junior Pierce Cassedy said.
“The weather was perfect.
The music was thrilling. The
experience, unforgettable.”

When certain sporting events are approaching,
Leon High School’s student population of roughly 1,800
crowds into the gymnasium for one of the commonly
known pep rallies. But some students have come to
question whether it is safe to crowd that many stu-
dents into the gym.

The Tallahassee Fire Department assigns fire in-
spectors to check the Leon County schools annually
for potential fire hazards. But, sometimes, due to a
lack of sufficient staffing, the annual inspection is not
made.

The maximum legal capacity  is not known. The
Leon County fire code requires buildings to have it
posted in a visible location in plain sight of the people
in the building. Leon ’s gymnasium has no such sheet
visible.

A representative from the Tallahassee Fire De-
partment, who chose to remain anonymous, describes
the requirement of having the occupancy sign posted.

“By [fire] code, they require you to have [the maxi-
mum capacity] posted,” the anonymous representa-
tive said.

Principal Rocky Hanna is not certain of the maxi-
mum capacity of the gym, but estimates that it is in
the range of 1,000-1,200. Even at the maximum of
his estimation, the gym would be over fire code by at
least 400 people, depending on how many people show
up to the pep rally.

Beginning in the 2005-06 school year, students be-
gan noticing sharp disciplinary enforcements by Leon’s
then-new principal, Hanna. A crackdown began on
freshmen and sophomores’ lunch policy and the pep
rally attendance. Accompaniying the sound of the bell

approach to increasing the attendance of the pep ral-
lies.

“It’s a fire hazard. It’s ridiculous,” Chaviano said.
“They can’t fit the whole student body in [the gym].”

Hanna has made it aware to the students that if
they choose to not go to the pep rally, they have the
opportunity to go to the cafeteria and wait for the pep
rally to end.

Senior Eric Pate is not happy with the enforce-
ment of attendance or Hanna’s alternative.

“That’s how they’re getting around it, by saying
you don’t have to go,” Pate said. “But you still have
to stay on campus in the lunch room.”

Photo aquired from the Leon High School web site
The junior class watches a pep rally activity on Friday, Sept. 29 in the gymnasium.

Photo by Angelina Colao
Andrew Green, a member of Funks Grove, rocks out at Rocktoberfest.
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Letters to the Editor

By Kelsey Stevens
High Life Editorial Editor

Enthusiastic students, empty pockets

Going to school football games
means two things, watching our team
lose and paying too much money to
see it. Together, the two equal abso-
lute madness. But even the prices alone
are unfair.

The $6 ticket price wasn’t assigned
by our school, but by the Florida High
School Athletic Association. Although
the money pays for the use of the field,
electricity, security and referees, it is
too much for students to pay, even for
those who work.

We need the money to pay for gas,
clothing and other expenses. If we’re
short on money, our attendance at any
school event is less likely. And I be-
lieve that applies to all schools.

On April 3, 2005, the FHSAA
raised admission prices to sporting
events, mostly at state finals and tour-
naments. Basketball, football, baseball
and track and field finals’ prices went
up from $1 to $2. Finals and tourna-
ments are the most important aspect
of any given sport. It is true that these
events tend to occur after the regular
season, but that doesn’t mean that the
prices should be so high that students
can’t go to support their winning team.

There are other sports at our school,
such as volleyball, which costs $1, and
soccer, which costs $5. Although some
of the bills for football are paid by these
other sports,  they don’t cost nearly as
much. Volleyball, for instance, offers
free entry for the first 100 students in
red and white.

It is unfair to think that we can pay
for every single game we go to when
they cost so much. And it doesn’t just
rob the students, it robs the parents
who have already paid hundreds of
dollars in booster money. When the
sport is played on an already provided
field or court (such as soccer, which is
played on either our turf or on the field
of another school), no field due is
needed. Yes, referees need to be paid
for, but lower prices will equal higher
attendance.

There are other events at school,
such as plays and concerts, which
sometimes have higher prices than the
sporting events. But to me, that makes
a little more sense.

Chorus and drama don’t have
boosters that back them as strongly as
boosters back sports. They depend on
their performances to raise money that
will help them pay for their competi-
tions. They need our money to back
them. And, frankly, it isn’t as expen-

sive as other concerts out there. Not
only that, our talent in the arts makes
the money all worthwhile.

Other talent at the school is com-
pletely overlooked and completely in-
dependent of our event-attending
money. One such organization is the
dance team. The student body sees
them perform, mostly, at pep rallies,
which are free. They have to make
money through other methods to take
them to their competitions, which they
tend to do well in.

When you compare prices to talent
in our school, there are times that they
add up and then there are times that
they don’t. And there are times where
not enough credit is given to a talent
that really deserves it. Six dollars to
see a loss is unfair. Five dollars to see
soccer victory is unfair to the parents
who have paid hundreds of dollars al-
ready, but at least the students get a
good show for their money.

I’ve always heard Leon was a fan-
tastic school that helps out in the com-
munity when it can. But I really didn’t
realize it until two weekends ago when
Rocky Hanna and Mark Feely
jumped out of an airplane for breast
cancer.

This school is amazing. The faculty
and the students raised $7,500 for
breast cancer research and a cure.

Leon cares a lot about other people
and their staff members who are suf-
fering from breast cancer and that
means a lot to me, seeing that just a
month ago my aunt was diagnosed
with breast cancer.

So thank you Leon for caring  so
much  about other people. I’m proud
to be a part of Leon, a school that is
awesome.

Shelby White

Leon  homecoming week was fun,

but not nearly as great as it could have
been. The events were well planned
and had an overall good turnout, but
more student participation would have
made homecoming so much better.

Coming to the after school events,
the parades and pep-rallies are all im-
portant parts of student participation.
However, what happened to the so-
called “dress-up days?”

Walking through the hallways that
week, you never would have been able
to tell that Homecoming was even
close, if it weren’t for the flyers.

As  students of Leon, we all need
to do as much as we can to make it a
better place. And, believe it or not, you
actually might have to participate.

Brooke Stone

Football should be one of the most
important sports at a high school. Ev-
eryone comes out and supports their

school under those Friday night lights.
This year Leon is having a tough year,
but that is no reason to stop cheering
them on. Those students work hard
every day to put on a good show for
the Leon students.

I’m a football player so I can hon-
estly tell you that the team works hard
and gives their all every day. But the
one thing that I don’t understand is how
people say Leon “sucks,” but never
go out and try to play.

If someone thinks Leon  is that bad
then maybe they should try out and
help the team. Plus the more people
that come out and cheer, the better the
team will play. So continue to come
out and support the Leon Lions foot-
ball team. Go Big Red.

Justin Epstein

I am a MCJROTC cadet. I believe
that the article “ Shooting range sparks

controversy” was based on the seniors
and juniors losing their free parking.
The 70 students polled in regards of
the shooting range controversy don’t
make up 10% of the Leon High popu-
lation. The whole school should have
been polled or the poll should have
never been taken.

One of the quotes taken from a stu-
dent sparked my attention, “While
some students could in theory use such
a  facility, the vast majority of students
are not capable of such a responsibil-
ity.”  Though this comment holds some
truth, the vast majority of students will
not be able to use the rifle range. The
only students who will put the range to
use are the ones who have sat through
the mandatory 10 hours of safety
classes. These students are in JROTC.

Tiffoni   Aaron  Murphy
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By Isabel Wilson
High Life News Writer

 To most people, raising
breast cancer awareness
means writing a check, but to
Principal Rocky Hanna and
Athletic Director Mark Feely,
it meant jumping out of a
plane.

On Sept. 30, Hanna and
Feely made their way over to
the School Of Human Flight
in Quincy with math teacher
Jan Dzurik.

 They boarded a plane that
took them over two miles into
the sky. They did a tandem
jump, which meant they were
each attached by harness to a
professional sky diver.

Hanna and Feely got the
idea from Dzurik, who has
jumped around 240 times.

“I love sky diving and I’ve
always tried to get them to do
it,” Dzurik said.

 After numerous attempts,
Dzurik persuaded Hanna and
Feely to jump. Of the two,
Hanna was certainly the most
scared.

“I am scared to get on a
ladder, let alone jump out of a
plane,” Hanna said.

Feely wasn’t quite as
scared though. When he was
younger, he thought about sky
diving, but never had the
chance.

 A couple of weeks before
the jump, Hanna and Feely
made a deal with the students.
If they raised $1,500, then
both Feely and Hanna would
sky dive. Leon students
stepped up to the plate, rais-
ing $7,500.

 On Oct. 1, the check for
$7,500 was presented at the
Fourth Annual Making Strides

By Michael McKinnon
High Life News Writer

Against Breast Cancer Walk by
Student Body President John
Coppins.

At least 100 Leon students were
present at the event. Leon’s dona-
tion was the single-largest donation
made that day. The money was
raised through homecoming events,
hat pass sales and donations made
by teachers, students, parents and
school clubs. Also, Hanna went to
the Inner Club Council and asked
for the clubs to make a donation.
From then on, it was just a matter
of jumping out of the plane.

After adorning their harnesses
and helmets, Feely, Hanna and
Dzurik were taken by a plane to
about 13,500 feet above the
ground. From there, they free fell
at about 150 miles per hour.

At 1,000 feet, they deployed their
parachutes, allowing them to drift
safely back to land. If their para-
chutes had failed to open manually,
they would have been saved by a
computer microchip, which would
have opened the parachute auto-
matically. A video was made of the
fall and was shown at school on Oct.
2.

This event was especially impor-
tant to Leon High School because
two teachers, Marsha Click and Dr.
Linda Teague, are battling breast
cancer. Feely’s grandmother also
had breast cancer so he feels quite
strongly about the cause.

“We’re jumping for a cause,”
Feely said before the event. “Our
anticipation ends [Sept. 30], but
people with cancer fight it everyday.”

Military life anMilitary life anMilitary life anMilitary life anMilitary life an
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While many students graduating from Leon may
decide to go to college or enter the work force
directly, a handful of Leon students are consider-
ing a career in the military, which may lead to a
trip overseas.

The United States Army offers many bonuses
to lure new recruits into service. There currently
is a “High School Senior Ship Bonus,” which of-
fers a $1,000 cash enlistment bonus to any “quali-
fied high school seniors” who have signed a con-
tract to report for training before Sept. 30. Bo-
nuses are also available to applicants who will en-
list for three or more years and agree to do a cer-
tain job that is low on staffing.

In addition, the military branches offer financial
aid for students enlisting in the armed services who
wish to also go to college, either part-time or after
they are finished with their contracted time of ser-
vice.

The Reserve Officer Training Corps (ROTC)
is a program funded by the United States Marine
Corps. One of the objectives of the program is to
explore opportunities in public service and the mili-
tary services. The program gives students a chance
to try out military life and encourages students to
join the army by allowing students who complete
the required time to be given the opportunity for a
promotion upon entering the armed forces.

The conflict in the Middle East is taking up many
of our military’s troops and many soldiers have to
stay overseas for a longer time than expected. Due
to the problem with a lack of troops, the army has
stepped up its recruiting efforts.

In a time when the cost of college tuition is ris-
ing, many students are beginning to see the mili-
tary as a way out of the many expenses that come
along with college life.

Senior Omi Franquiz, who is currently enlisted
in the Army Reserve, sees a life in the military as a
goal for himself, but he is also looking forward to
the financial benefits of joining the army.

Senior Jonathon Watson, who is planning on tak-
ing the Platoon Leaders Course, is traveling to Paris
Island, South Carolina on May 29 for a 92-day stay
at a Marine Corps boot camp.

“I have a lot of family in the military,” Watson,
18, said. “It’s a job opportunity.”

Look out belowLook out belowLook out belowLook out belowLook out below
Hanna, Feely sky dive for breast cancer

Photo courtesy of the School of Human Flight in Quincy.

Rocky Hanna, below, takes a dive for breast cancer research
with the help of a professional sky diver. Hanna and Mark Feely
helped raise over $7,500.

“WE’RE JUMPING FOR A CAUSE.”
-MARK FEELY
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