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Mills & McKinnon
Contracting say
�Go High Life�

Dunlap, Toole, Shipman,
and Whitney

SUPPORTS THE LEON

HIGH LIFE STAFF!

Leon
Tennis
supports
The Leon
High Life!

Capitol News Service
says

�Alright High Life,�Alright High Life,�Alright High Life,�Alright High Life,�Alright High Life,
keep up the good work�!keep up the good work�!keep up the good work�!keep up the good work�!keep up the good work�!

Athlete of the Month

Emily Bist is this month�s Athlete of the Month. Bist, a
senior, has led the lady lions volleyball team throughout an
outstanding season. Tallahassee Democrat named her �Player
of the Week� in October. As a starting setter for the team,
she has had over 700 assists, 40 aces and 150 digs this season.

 Head coach Joy Becker sings her praises.
�She is such a leader. Positive leadership flows out of her

veins. She is a really hard worker. For her to be as little and
get out the effort that she gets out, is amazing,� Becker said.

  Leon�s fall sports continued to
enjoy uprecedented success, and
even the football team had a  late-
season surge, winning two of its last
three games.

At this rate, the Lions total
athletic program should be in line
to contend for the best overall in the
state.

Swimming
    The Lions finished the season

as Big Bend Champions, District
Champions and Regional
Champions.

At the state competition, the
boys placed third overall and the
girls placedseventh. Leon  claimed
two state individual  titles. Joe
Zeigler won the 500freestyle. The
girls 200 freestyle relay team,
consisting of Anna
Straubinger,Sierra Spark, Sapphire
Hinson and Jenny Lieb, set a new
school record to win their  events.
   The boys 200 and 400 freestyle
relays finished as state runner-ups
and were swamby Francisco Birk,
Patrick Dix, and Antonio Birk. Leon
had many other topsixteen finishers,
including Anja Buehner, Megan
Bartlett and Jorgi Tome-
Munson.Many of the relay
swimmers placed in the top sixteen
of their individual events as well.

Cross Country
     At the regional cross country
meet on Nov. 4, the Leon boys and
girls bothfinished third, which
qualified them for the state meet.
   On the girls team, the top
finishers were Mallory Alonso,

Lisa Sawicki, Connie Ji, Stephanie
Davis, Anna Busby, Claire Stodghil,
and Jackie Vanlaningham.
   The top boy individuals were
Matt Mizereck, Jared Black,
Reynolds Griner, DavidTwitchell,
Robert Beazley and Dominic
Nichos.

Golf
The boys golf team finished

fourth at the state tournament in
Fort Pierce andthe girls team took
fourteenth in Port St. Lucie.

The boys were led by senior Kyle
Cobb, who shot 67 and 68 to finish
secondindividuall. Senior Kevin
Cooper shot back-to-back rounds
of even-par 72.The girls were led
by April Lee and Janet Gavalas.

Football
     The Lions won two of their last
three games to finish the season
with  a 2-8 record.
Leon  defeated Rutherford, 41-14,
on Oct. 20. The Lions were led by
sophomore quarterback  Austin
Dantin, senior running back Corey
McGuire, junior linebacker Sam
Bradley and senior Taylor Hilaman.
    On Oct. 30, Leon dropped a hard-
fought game to Chiles, 28-14. The
Lions held a14-13 lead relatively
late in the game before the
Timberwolves rallied for
thevictory.
  During the final game of the
season, Leon notched an
impressive 37-32 win
overRickards. Dantin rushed for
194 yards on 21 carries, including
an 83-yardtouchdown run on the
first play of the game.

Volleyball
At the time The High Life went

to press, the volleyball team was
heading to thestate semifinals in
Lakeland for a showdown with
highly regarded Plant High School.

The Lions won the regional finals
with an impressive 25-14, 25-20,
28-26 winover Fort Walton Beach.

 Captains Katie Johnson, Emily
Bist, and Erin Stockdale, along with
CourtneyZuber, led the team to
victory.

Prior to the game with Plant,
Leon had not advanced past the
regional finalssince 1994.

FFFFFall sporall sporall sporall sporall sports gits gits gits gits givvvvveeeee
Leon a leLeon a leLeon a leLeon a leLeon a leg up ong up ong up ong up ong up on
the competitionthe competitionthe competitionthe competitionthe competition

By Ashira Morris and Terrance Riggins
High Life Sports Writers

Football finishes with
late-season surge,
and Leon�s �minor�
sports finally enjoy
some unprecedented
success by capturing
numerous city, dis-
trict and regional
titles.

Photo by Holly Johnson



Page 11September                              Sports

By  AnnaLaura Rehwinkel
High Life Sports Editor

Wrestling and weightlifting kick off season
By Ashira Morris
High Life News Writer

The motto of the Leon wres-
tling team is �unleash the beast
within,� and this year�s team
plans on doing just that.

According to wrestling
coach Charles Ringel, the out-
look for this year�s team is posi-
tive.

�There is a good nucleus of
returning wrestlers and a nice
mix of younger talent,� he said.
�The team can be competitive.�

The first wrestling match
was the Jamboree, which was
held on Nov. 10. Leon, Lincoln,
Chiles, Wakulla, Marianna and
Godby were present to kick off
the season. Leon will take on
Godby in its first dual match on
Dec. 2.

At an average wrestling
match, the wrestlers are di-
vided into weight categories to
ensure that a smaller wrestler
isn�t unfairly put up against a
heftier opponent. For six min-
utes, the wrestlers combat and
fight until a winner is declared.

�Most wrestlers will tell you
that a wrestling match is the
hardest six minutes of  [their
lives],� Ringel said. �It�s con-
stant movement and physical
activity for six straight minutes
and you�re all alone out there
on the mat.�

Samantha Burns, a senior,
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The expectations of  the girls varsity
soccer team for this season are high.
And although every win and accom-
plishment is entirely a team effort, there
are a few players who stand out as be-
ing the most prolific goal-scorers on the
field. For the Lady Lions, this player
happens to be junior Susanna Zorn

The job of the forward in a soccer
game is to take the work of the rest of
the team, great runs and passes, and
create an end product � a ball in the
back of the net. Like any other athletic
venture, this is not an easy task. Be-
sides getting past several defenders and
midfielders, there is also a mental ob-
stacle to overcome � the pressure to
constantly score.

Zorn says she feels the pressure and
sometimes it has an effect on her game.

�The pressure is most definitely a
factor. Sometimes I wish I didn�t have
so much pressure to score because it�s
definitely a lot harder to relax when I
have the ball at my feet,� she said.
�When I don�t score in a game, I feel
like I have failed even if our team won
the game. I guess it�s just the mentality
of a forward, that scoring is everything.�

But she adds that the pressure isn�t
always such a bad thing. In fact, it can
be a motivator.

�I feel like I can handle it and hope-
fully live up to the expectations of fans,
coaches, parents and, most importantly,
my teammates,� Zorn said.

Overcoming the pressure and stress
is one thing, but using their skills and

talent to get past the defense and pro-
vide a strong attack is what defines them
as dangerous forwards.

For Zorn, each game and each set
of defenders means a different strat-
egy, a different style of play.

�The first couple of times I get the
ball, I see how they plan on defending
me. If they give me space, the whole

game I�m thinking up different moves
of how to get past them,� she said. �If
they are playing physical, I�m thinking
of different runs to make to get behind
the defense so I can get a breakaway.�

Although she enjoys the attention that
her level of play grants her, at times, it
makes her uncomfortable.

�The added attention bothers me
sometimes because people forget that
I have 10 other players setting me up
for that goal,� she said. �I couldn�t do it
without them.�

Soccer  is, of course, a very physical
game. The job of  the defenders is to
shut down the forwards� attack and, in
the process, players can get hurt.

 �Every game I go away with sev-
eral new bumps and bruises,� Zorn said.
�But it�s all part of the game. I�ve been
fortunate not to have had any serious
injuries.�

Last year, Zorn tied the school record
for most goals scored in a single sea-
son with 33. She hopes to break that
record this season. Zorn and  boys var-
sity forward Davey Beck have entered
into a playful competition. The terms:
Beck must score 25 goals, Zorn 40. The
prize: bragging rights around school.

Susanna Zorn brings talent to the field

Susanna Zorn stands outside Lorrie O�Dell�s classroom during fifth period.

has been wrestling for Leon
since her freshman year. The
fact that wrestling is a male-
dominated sport and that she is
the only girl on the team, doesn�t
bother her at all.

�I like the physical contact,�
she said.

Andrew Wetteland, also a
senior, enjoys wrestling be-
cause it is an individualized
sport.

�It�s just one person versus
another,� he said.

At practices, which started
Oct. 23, the team runs, learns
technique and goes through
wrestling drills. Ringel also en-

courages the wrestlers to run
and do conditioning on their
own outside of practice. For a
wrestler to excel in the sport, it
takes more than just being able
to throw someone on the
ground. It requires mental
strength to outwit the rival
wrestler and win the match.

�You have to use your
opponent�s strength and speed
against them and in your fa-
vor,� Ringel said.

Burns and Wetteland agree
that wrestling is a balance be-
tween speed, strength, skill and
technique. This year, the team
hopes to qualify individual

wrestlers for regional and state
tournaments.

Girls weightlifting is also get-
ting ready to kick off  its sea-
son.

Softball coach Windy Jones
started the girls weightlifting
team at Leon two years ago,
but this year, she is on mater-
nity leave and has passed the
job on to Matt Williams.

�Most girls hear
�weightlifting� and think that
they�re going to get big and
bulky. That�s not true,� Williams
said. �We�re going to break up
their misconceptions.�

So if weightlifting isn�t about

being buff, then what is Will-
iams aiming for?

He sees the team as being
complimentary conditioning for
girls who play other sports.
Weightlifting prevents injury
and builds strength, enabling the
weightlifters to be top perform-
ers in their sports.

At an average meet, the girls
are divided into weight catego-
ries to ensure fair competition.
However, if one weightlifter
does exceptionally well, they
can compete in a higher weight
division.

There are two types of lifts
that the girls complete. The
more well-known one is the
bench-press. There is also the
clean-and-jerk, which involves
lifting the bar off of the ground,
to the chest and then over the
head.

Stephanie Davis, a junior, dis-
covered the sport through
Jones, who encouraged her
softball players to join the
weightlifting team. She has
been weightlifting since her
freshman year.

Ultimately, Williams hopes
that weightlifting will teach the
girls techniques and strengths
that they can apply to any other
sport.

�We�re trying to get our girls
physically mature to play other
sports well,� he said.

Two members of the wrestling team try out a new move on the mat during practice.
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By Terrance Riggins
High Life All-Pages Writer

Girls Girls Girls Girls Girls bbbbbasketball off to a good startasketball off to a good startasketball off to a good startasketball off to a good startasketball off to a good start
By  Caitlin Dilks
High Life Sports Writer

Boys basketball hopes to make slam dunkBoys basketball hopes to make slam dunkBoys basketball hopes to make slam dunkBoys basketball hopes to make slam dunkBoys basketball hopes to make slam dunk

Like any sport, success in basket-
ball requires great team work and com-
munication. This year�s girls basket-
ball team hopes to go all the way to
the state championships using those
ingredients.

Girls basketball coach Adolph
Hicks has set his sights high, just as he
does every year.

�I want to win a state champion-
ship,� Hicks said. �That�s the big one.�

Tryouts were held Oct. 17-18 and
the team is already in place for the up-
coming season. There are 15 players
on the varsity squad, including junior
captains Carrissa Harris and Cassie
Luger.

Hicks selected Harris and Luger as
captains for a reason.

�They�ve been with me for a while
and they have leadership qualities,�
Hicks said.

The team�s first games were held in
the pre-season classic on Nov. 8
against North Florida Christian and
against Florida A&M High School on
Nov. 9. The tournament was hosted
by Rickards.

Other teams in the event included
Godby, Robert F. Munroe, Florida
High, Lincoln and Rickards.

Last season, the varsity lost in the
regional quarters to Fort Walton

Beach after finishing second in the dis-
trict behind Mosley.

�That was my first district loss in
coaching girls basketball,� Hicks said.

Prior to coming to Leon in 2003,
Hicks won nine district titles as the head
coach at Florida A&M High School.
He led the Lions to two district titles
before finishing second last season.

Hicks does not expect things to
come easy this season.

�We have a really tough schedule this
year,� he said.

The teams in Leon�s district are go-
ing to be among its toughest competi-
tion. Those teams include Lincoln,
Mosley, Rutherford and Chiles.

�[The district title] is up for grabs
because everyone is improving,� Hicks
said.

This year�s team faces certain ob-
stacles that last year�s team did not.

There is only one senior, Dara
Shearon, on the varsity team, which
means some of the younger players will
have to become leaders.

Last year, Shearon injured her foot
during tryouts, but she continued to play
and she plans on toughing it out for the
upcoming  season, as well.

Despite the lack of experience,
Shearson remains optimistic.

�It�s a little weird because I am the
only senior,� Shearon said. �But I think
it will be fun.�

The basketball season has
arrived and head coach Sam
Striplin has high hopes for the
varsity team, which is com-
posed of some talented and ex-
perienced players.

Tryouts for the team oc-
curred during the last week in
October and moved into the
first day of November. During
tryouts, the varsity hopefuls had
to play against the players that
had already secured a spot on
the team.

On the first day of tryouts,
the contenders were soundly
beaten, 75-23. Striplin knew
then that his returning players
will be the ones he counts on
most.

By the second week of No-
vember, after Striplin has ex-
amined all the students that
have tried out, additional play-
ers will be chosen that have
talent and can create more
chemistry for the team.

Striplin already has 11 play-
ers for the team and has a re-
ally good idea who his starting
five may be and is aware of
their strengths and weak-
nesses.

Senior Josh Ruffin is the only
returning starter from last year.
At 6-foot-5 and 190 pounds,
Ruffin is one of the biggest play-
ers on the team. He has great
footwork, according to Striplin,
and his ability to score inside
and outside should be of great
benefit to the team.

Ruffin�s fellow teammate,
Quinterius Lewis, also has high
expectations of him.

�I think he�s one of the best
centers in Tallahassee,� Lewis
said. �And he may possibly
make All-Big Bend.�

Lewis, a freshmen, knows
how to handle to basketball

well, according to Striplin, and
is a great 3-point shooter. He
is expected to start at guard and
will be one of only two fresh-
man to ever start for Striplin in
his 12 years as the Leon head
coach. Brian Harrison, who
now plays professional basket-
ball in Europe, was the other
freshman starter during the
Striplin regime.

Sophomore Djuan Tucker is
also expected to start this sea-
son. Tucker is extremely fast
with the ball and will help Lewis
in pushing the ball up the floor.
Tucker is a scorer.

Although he�s just a sopho-
more, Austin Dantin is ex-
pected to be a primary leader
of the varsity squad. Dantin,
who was Leon�s starting quar-
terback this fall, is considered
a great shooter and Striplin says
the young phenom can play
point guard, shooting guard or
small forward.

The final starting position is
still up for grabs, between se-
nior Tom Kerwin and junior
Christian Rogers. Striplin said
it�s a tough decision because
Kerwin is a great outside
shooter and Rogers is able to
score from the inside and out-
side.

The other varsity players in-
clude senior Darius Speed, se-
nior Kyle Epting, junior Brian
Bush and sophomore Kenneth
�KJ� Dowd.

�We�ve got a real talented
team,� Striplin said. �Our goal
is to win the district title.�

Most of Striplin�s varsity
players come up from the jun-
ior varsity program, where they
are taught all the necessary
skills by coach Antonio Riley.

Riley played under Striplin
for four years and has been his
assistant for the last four sea-
sons. Striplin said that Riley
knows everything that the var-
sity team needs.

Lewis thinks playing basket-
ball in high school will be much
tougher than playing in middle
school, where he had an easy
time dominating the competi-
tion. Lews says he�s counting
on Striplin to help him refine his
game and develop his skills.

�I think he�s a great coach,�
Lewis said. �He is tough, but
he wants you to understand the
importance of running the plays
right. He also wants you to play
good defense.�

Photo by Holly Johnson
Darius Speed takes a shot during a recent practice.

Photo by Holly Johnson
Members of  the Lady Lions basketball team get ready for the season.

         Varsity 06-07 Home Game Schedule

11/13 Godby 7:00 11/16 Lincoln 7:00

11/20 West Gadsden 7:00 11/21 Chiles 7:00

11/29 Rutherford 7:00 12/04 NFC 7:00

12/09 East Gadsden 5:30

12/11 Florida High 7:00

12/12 Rickards 7:00 01/27 FAMU 7:00
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Austin Dantin, a 6-foot-2
sophomore, has made his mark and
proven his abilities on both the foot-
ball field and the basketball court
in his short career at Leon.

Dantin, 15, has been playing
football  since the age of  five. He
was encouraged to play by his fa-
ther, Keith Dantin, who was a
cornerback for his high school foot-
ball team.

Dantin followed in his father�s
footsteps by joining the football
team at Leon, but he decided to
take more of a leadership position
by playing quarterback.

Only a handful of freshmen from
last year�s junior  varsity team made
this year�s varsity team. Dantin was
one of the select  few.

Head coach Wade Rollinson and
others saw a lot of potential in
Dantin as a freshman and after the
graduation of  2005 quarterback
Brandon Parks, he was the perfect
replacement.

Rollinson believes that Dantin is
great now, and he will only get bet-
ter.

�Experience will help him im-
prove,� Rollinson said. �He�s do-
ing quite well, although he is only a
sophomore.�

Rollinson isn�t the only one that
believes that Dantin is going to
achieve greatness in time.

�He�s going to be one of the
greatest quarterbacks to come out
of  Leon,� varsity defensive line-
man Josh Olmann said. �And he is
a nice guy to hang out with.�

Like many others on the foot-
ball team, such as Andrew Carter
and Corey McGuire, Dantin�s most
memorable game would have to be
the one against Lincoln in October.

While the Lincoln-Leon game is

Austin Dantin is large and in chargeAustin Dantin is large and in chargeAustin Dantin is large and in chargeAustin Dantin is large and in chargeAustin Dantin is large and in charge

By Terrance Riggins
High Life Sports Writer

Leon graduates

By AnnaLaura Rehwinkel
High Life Sports Editor

 November

Once in a while, in
high school sports,
there are outstanding
athletes who make the
most difficult athletic
feats look easy. Watch-
ing them, you may actually forget that you�re
at a high school game.

A few of these athletes have played at Leon
and are now leaving their mark on college
athletics.

Former Leon football star T.J. Williams,
a wide receiver, has gotten a lot of attention
recently for his outstanding play at Division
I-A Michigan State.Williams was featured
on ESPN and USA Today cited his achieve-
ment in a recent record-breaking comeback
win against Northwestern University, in
which Williams made a 9-yard touchdown
catch.

According to the Associated Press, �The
Spartans then stopped a third-and-1 by the
Wildcats, who had to punt, and Stanton
completed six straight passes in a six-play,
58-yard drive, capping it with a 9-yard TD
pass to T.J. Williams that tied the game
with 3:43 left.�

 So far this season, Williams has 155 re-
ceiving yards and two touchdowns.

 Williams is not the only alumnus of the
football program who has experienced suc-
cess beyond high school. Class of 2003
standout Danny Barlowe is the starting of-
fensive guard at  the highly ranked Univer-
sity of Louisville.

Brandon Parks, class of 2006, is the start-
ing quarterback at Methodist College in
Fayetteville, N.C.

Parks has rushed for 185 yards and three
touchdowns and he has thrown for 555 yards
and three touchdowns. Mitchell Collier,
class of 2005, also attends Methodist and
is a starting defensive back with 42 tackles
and one interception.

Phillip Ashley, a graduate of the class of
2006, plays defensive back at Charleston
Southern, which is 7-0 and ranked in the top
25 in Division I-AA. Corian O�Neil, also of
the class of 2006, plays at Tuskegee Uni-
versity.

Offensive lineman Chris Sands and defen-
sive linemanWilliam Mosely are both mem-
bers of the FAMU fooball team. Mosely was
credited with a tackle against Miami.

Football is just one of the many sports
that Leon alumni have excelled  in. Keep
your eyes and ears open for former soccer,
volleyball, tennis, golf and baseball players
who are getting attention for their contri-
butions to college athletics.

Dantin�s most memorable game,
his favorite game occurred on
Oct. 20 against Rutherford.

During the Rutherford game,
Dantin scored four touchdowns
and was the Tallahassee
Democrat�s Player of the Week.
What Dantin loved most about the
game was that it was Leon�s first
win this season.

Receiving the title �Player  of
the Week� isn�t the first time
Dantin has been recognized for his
talents. In 2003, Dantin won Best
Quarterback at a New Orleans
Saints football camp, as well as
breaking all the scoring records
for basketball at Trinity.

Dantin has been playing bas-
ketball just as long as he�s been
playing football. Last year, Dantin
not only played junior varsity bas-
ketball but also played some
games for varsity after the JV sea-
son ended. His impressive skills
made Dantin an easy choice to be
one of Sam Striplin�s starting five
varsity basketball players this sea-
son.

His favorite basketball game
was last year�s homecoming
game in which he made the game-
winning shot against Lincoln.

Dantin practices daily to im-
prove his skills. For basketball, he
practices his jump shot and for
football, he works on techniques

and passes.
Throughout his years of bas-

ketball and football, Dantin has
sustained a few serious and mi-
nor injuries. He�s broken his leg,
pinched a nerve in his neck and
dislocated his shoulder.

 Dantin�s friends have nothing
but nice things to say about him,
especially his girlfriend Ashlynne
Feely, who is a member of the
Leon dance team.

�He�s really sweet, a very
good athlete and a really good
boyfriend,� Feely said.

Being athletic must run in
Dantin�s family. His brother,
Blake, 12, also plays football and
basketball. Dantin�s mother,
Debbie, played powderpuff foot-
ball and softball while in high
school.

Dantin never really got into
baseball even though he played
it for a while when he was a child.
He says that it is a slow-paced
sport and he enjoys faster sports,
like football and basketball.

During a recent game against
Rickards, Leon was able to reg-
ister its second win of the sea-
son. On the first play of the game,
Dantin scored on an 83-yard
touchdown run.  That was just
one of  Dantin�s five touchdowns
during that game.

make it
BIGBIGBIGBIGBIG

Photo provided by Austin Dantin
Sophomore quarterback Austin Dantin runs for a first down against Chiles on Monday, Oct. 30.
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Down
1. These people had the first
Thanksgiving
2. This is what goes on turkey
and mashed potatoes
3.This is what is typically eaten
on Thanksgiving
4. This sport is played during
5 across
7. This is the next holiday after
Thanksgiving

Across
1. This is the type of pie
usually eaten with
Thanksgiving dinner
3. Thanksgiving is on a
_______ this year
5. This is the month
Thanksgiving is in
6. The day after Thanksgiving
is called this (2 words)
8. This is who you usually
spend holidays with
9. This is a famous
Thanksgiving Day parade

Be the first to bring your finished crossword to room 108-J and get your name in next month�s paper!

Students forget what holiday is about
By Elizabeth Nelson
High Life Features Editor

Another November has
begun and with it comes the
anticipation of three days off
for Thanksgiving break.

With the stress of school,
any excuse to take a day or
two off is appreciated, regard-
less of why the county gives
us a break.

But here�s the thing, with the
exception of spring break, the
time we get off isn�t random.
The county doesn�t say, �hmm,
let�s give them a couple days
off right here.�  There�s a rea-
son that students get time off
for Thanksgiving.  And it
should be more important.

Thanksgiving should be a
day of reflection. It began as a
day of remembrance, a day of
celebration. The point is in the
name. It�s a day to give thanks.

The Native Americans and
the Pilgrims, our ancestors,
came together to celebrate all
that they had been given. And
even if the whole �Everyone
sits down at a long picnic table
and eats corn and mashed
potatoes with cheesy grins on
their faces� portrayal of
Thanksgiving isn�t exactly ac-

curate, it�s still an important
holiday.

Everyone is thankful for
something - for life, for love,
for relationships and for health.
It doesn�t matter. And if you�re
not thankful for anything, you
should be.

There are so many people
in the world who would give
anything for what you have:
people who are starving,
people who are homeless,
people who are dying.

Volunteering is a great way
to remember how lucky you
are and how much you have.
Serve food at a homeless shel-
ter, deliver meals to elderly
people that can�t drive, do
something that helps someone
else out.

So why not take a minute
during the Thanksgiving holi-
day to reflect. Think about
how lucky you are and how
much you have.

At the very least, you have
a couple days off from school.

COLUMN

�I AM THANKFUL THIS THANKSGIVING FOR MY FAMILY AND

FRIENDS. WITHOUT THEM I WOULD HAVE NEVER MADE IT AS

FAR AS I AM TODAY. THEY ARE ALWAYS THERE FOR ME NO

MATTER WHAT.� - FRESHMAN KIARA BAITY

�[I AM THANKFUL THAT] I HAVE GOOD HEALTH AND A
CARING FAMILY. WITHOUT MY WONDERFUL PARENTS AND

GRANDPARENTS, I WOULD NOT HAVE BEEN PRESENTED

WITH THE OPPORTUNITIES THAT I HAVE BEEN SO

FORTUNATE TO RECEIVE.� - SENIOR KYLE COBB

�I AM THANKFUL FOR MY FAMILY

AND FOR URBAN MEYER FOR

DOING A GOOD JOB THIS YEAR AS

[THE] GATOR�S HEAD COACH. I
AM ALSO THANKFUL TO MY

FRIENDS WHO HAVE STAYED WITH

ME FROM THE BEGINNING.�
- SENIOR THEA DELANEY

�I AM THANKFUL THAT I�M

NOT A VEGETARIAN.�
- JUNIOR YEVA RYBAK

�[I AM THANKFUL THAT I HAVE]
A HEALTHY BODY THAT HAS TWO

ARMS AND TWO LEGS THAT

WORK PERFECTLY FINE. I AM

THANKFUL THAT I HAVE PLENTY

OF FOOD TO EAT. I AM

THANKFUL FOR OUR ARMED

FORCES THAT WILL RISK THEIR

LIVES FOR OUR SAFETY.�
 - JUNIOR JAMES CROWLEY

Here are what some students
at Leon are thankful for:

�I AM THANKFUL FOR LIFE AND THE

ABILITY TO TUNE OUT BORING STUFF,
BECAUSE WITHOUT THE LATTER, I�D

BE A LOT  LESS THANKFUL FOR THE

FORMER.� - SOPHOMORE ROBERT

Last month�s winner was junior Naveed Easton
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Brian Logan finds euphoria in his euphonium

Junior Brian Logan comes
from a tradition of musical
talent in his own family and is
looking to transfer that to
Leon�s band.

Logan, 16, was one of two
euphonium (a small tuba)
players to make it into the
Boston UniversityTangle-
wood  Institute.

BTI is one of the most
competitive music programs in
the country. The participants
are chosen from taped
auditions and spend a month
in Boston, practicing nearly
seven hours a day and
attending a different concert
each night. Logan estimates
that about 50 people sent in
tapes for his instrument, the
euphonium.

The band at Tanglewood
only included 65 players from
the entire country, and four of
those players came from
Leon�s band.

�If two or three people
make it from a state that�s
really good but four people
made it from Leon band
alone,� Logan said.

The best part about BTI for
Logan was the amount of
quality instruction he received
and the opportunity to spend
time with other talented band
members.

�I progressed more in that
month than I would have on
my own in a year,� Logan said.

Logan, along with
graduated seniors Ross
Holcombe, Drew Pattison and
Ian Copeland, attended BTI
last summer.  Holcombe,
Pattison and Copeland are
among some of Logan�s
biggest influences, along with
the band camps he has
attended and his teacher at
Florida State University.

In addition to BTI, Logan
was also involved in the
European Tour Band, a band
that toured Europe during the
summer of 2004 for a month
and a half, playing concerts in

By Karis Needham
High Life Features Writer

France, Germany and
Belgium.

The Tour Band was put
together by Blue Lake Fine
Arts Camp, taking band
students from across the
country. Logan was the only
participant from Florida. The
band played 14 concerts total.

�I had a lot of fun,� Logan
said. �The best thing about the
euphonium is that it�s taken me
everywhere.�

Logan has made All-State
Band, an annual state-wide
program that accepts only 300
students,  since eighth  grade
and received first chair for the
euphonium last year. He has
also been first chair in all
districts since eighth  grade
and was second chair in
seventh grade.

In order to make All-State,
Logan had to play 12 scales
in under two minutes, perform
one sight reading component
and play two selected solos.
These performances were
recorded and sent to judges
and after three rounds of
elimination, Logan was
selected to be in the All-State
band.

Recently, Logan was
accepted into Tri-State, a band
for Florida, Georgia and
Alabama, which has a couple
of hundred people in it.

Logan�s favorite part of
Leon�s band is the tradition
within it.

�We have a lot of tradition
in the band,� Logan said.
�We�ve made the best rating
[in District Festival] in 56
years. I think we have a good
chance [of making it 57
years].�

Leon�s band recently
received straight superiors for
the fifty-seventh consecutive
year.

Logan picked Leon as his
school because of the band
program. He has been playing
the euphonium for five years,
since his middle school band
director pulled it out and
Logan liked how it sounded.

Logan practices for six
hours a week with the band
and practices for an hour and
a half individually each day.

�He�s really dedicated,�
junior Jordan Raymond said.
�He practices a lot.�

Senior Abby Sarbeck
agrees with Raymond.

�We have this saying in band
that �Whenever you�re not
practicing, someone else is�,�
Sarbeck said �You could
pretty much change that to,
�Whenever you aren�t
practicing, Brian is�.�

On top of his rigorous band
schedule, Logan is in four
Advanced Placement classes
and trigonometry. He has a
3.94 unweighted GPA. He is
also an active member of
Pierian.

Logan plans on applying to
Northwestern University,
Alabama,  Michigan and the
New England Conservatory,

a very prestigious school,
known for it�s band program.
He plans on double majoring
in band and finance then
choosing  one  to continue with
in graduate school.

Logan thinks that band
should be an honors class.

�Even though band classes
may not be as difficult to
understand [as AP classes],
they take a lot of time and the
time you spend should be
worth honors credit,� Logan
said.

Since he�s been in band,
Logan has taught himself to
play the piano, and the trumpet.
When he was younger, he also
played the cello.

His younger sister Emily, 13,
plays the French horn and is
planning on entering Leon or
Chiles band. Although he says
he gets no pressure from his
parents on his band career, he
claims that Emily does.

 Logan wishes that the band
program at Leon recieved
more recognition than it does
currently.

    �I think a lot of people
[in band] really work hard and
nobody gives them the credit
they deserve,�  Logan said. �I
think you have to have a
knowledge of band to really
appreciate it [and that�s why it
doesn�t get recognition].�
     Logan believes that be-
cause band is all opinion and
there is no quantitative win,
people don�t understand the
scoring system or the amount
of work that is put into  a per-
formance or competition.

Sarbeck believes that Lo-
gan is a great addition to Leon�s
band.

 �Brian really helps keep the
band�s tradition of excellence
alive,� Sarbeck said.

Photo by Angelina Colao

Brian Logan takes a  break from his fifth period  band class led by Josh Bula to
discuss his euphonium and the tactics he uses to play it.

�BRIAN REALLY HELPS

KEEP THE BAND�S TRA-
DITION OF EXCELLENCE

ALIVE.�
- ABBY SARBECK

�THE BEST THING

ABOUT THE EUPHONIUM

IS THAT IT�S TAKEN ME

EVERYWHERE.�
- BRIAN LOGAN
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By Elizabeth Nelson
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Spunky sophomore isn�t �scene�

By Karis Needham
High Life Features Writer

  COLUMN

I often find myself wondering how
I�ll fare at this time next year when I
am thrown into the world of college
academia. I�ve taken my share of Ad-
vanced Placement classes, been active
in clubs and learned to balance my time
between work and fun. But one class
has prepared me most of all.

Last spring, as I was picking classes,
I debated taking Tallahassee Commu-
nity College  English. Although I knew
that writing was my stronger suit, I had
heard countless times that colleges fa-
vor AP courses over dual enrollment,
that not all colleges would take my
credit hours from TCC  and that the
attendance issue in the class might pro-
vide problems. Regardless, I took the
class.

What I found was that all of those
factors, while somewhat true, are not
nearly as bad as the AP lovers make it
sound. Yes, it�s true that colleges would
probably rather see an AP class on your
college transcript than a  dual enroll-
ment one. But in the long run, it doesn�t
really matter. A satisfactory grade in
both is acceptable, and neither of them
actually receives a higher ranking in
your GPA.

As far as credit hours go, you can�t
be sure that colleges will accept your
AP class as college credit. In order to
get credit for your APs at most colleges,
you have to score a four or higher. Not
only that, but the AP Literature class is
only three hours worth of college credit,
hours you got if you passed AP Lan-
guage your junior year. TCC, on the
other hand, provides you with three
hours each semester, giving you a total
of six hours. All you need is a passing
grade of a �C� or higher.

The myth that floats around class-
rooms is that colleges outside of Florida
may not take your TCC credit, whereas
all colleges will take AP credit if you�ve
earned it. Keep in mind that the col-
leges that won�t consider taking TCC
credit are probably the same colleges
that require you to get a 5 on your AP
tests, or don�t accept AP credit at all.
Betty Harrison, the TCC professor,

pretty much guarantees that if you send
a college the syllabus she provides you
at the beginning of the year, they�ll give
you the credit.

As far as attendance goes, yes, it
sounds like a daunting task. Five ab-
sences per semester doesn�t leave you
with much time to recover from being
deathly ill. However, I found that it was
harder to miss my TCC class than it
was to attend it. The perks of going to
class far outweigh the perks of staying
home. And even if you manage to over-
sleep, you can always go to a later pe-
riod and maintain your attendance
record.

Attendance and credits aside, TCC
English has given me a firm footing for
college more than any other class I�ve
taken, including AP ones. You aren�t
babied and you are in charge of your-

self. You get a syllabus on the first day
of school and it is your life for the se-
mester. If you lose it, you might as well
kiss your credit good-bye.

It�s true, it is a lot of writing. And,
yes, it is a lot of grammar. You really do
learn the material. And the essays that
send everyone cowering in the corner
aren�t bad. They�re actually interesting
and you have complete control over
your writing style and content.

TCC English truly isn�t another high
school level class. You are no longer a
child when you enter portable eight. All
of a sudden, you are a college student,
and you better act like one. Be prepared
to write well. If you don�t know how to
write well already, be prepared to learn.
Show up to class. Refer to your sylla-
bus. You�ll find that college isn�t so hard
after all.

Sophomore Alex Roberts
has an outrageous style not at
all reflected in her humble per-
sonality.

The most prominent feature
about Roberts� style is her
edgy, unique hair.

�She obviously changes her
hair a lot and it always looks
awesome and crazy,� sopho-
more Alex Leadon said. �She
is very talented at cutting, styl-
ing and dying hair. She cuts
mine and tons of her other
friends� hair.�

In addition to her wild hair,
Roberts has an eclectic musi-
cal taste. She enjoys going to
local band shows to see some
of her favorite bands including
Save it for Sunrise, Look
Mexico, Double-O-Negative
and Who Stands Before Us.

�I like all kinds of music
[like] grindcore and post
hardcore, but I like to get
crunk too,� Roberts said.

According to some people,
she would be considered
�scene,� a term used to label
people who attend local shows
and get short, choppy haircuts,

but Roberts herself disagrees
with that assumption.

�I think that whole idea of
people is wrong,� Roberts
said. �People think they�re
scene if they throw on some
checkered Vans. That�s not
what it�s about.�

Roberts plans to attend the
Aveda Institute to follow her
dream in a cosmetology ca-
reer. Afterwards, she is inter-
ested in attending Florida State
University, her father�s alma
mater, to study Interior Design.

Part of the reason Roberts
is so into hair is because her
grandmother owned a hair sa-
lon in Japan, where Roberts
was born.

 �My dad�s whole side of
the family is from Japan,� Rob-
erts said. �I was born on an
Air Force base.�

Although she moved to the
United States when she was
only two or three, Roberts
plans to go back to Japan af-
ter she graduates from high
school. She has also spent a
lot of time in Hawaii living with
her father.

�[Hawaii] is great,� Roberts
said.

Although she is only a

sophomore, Roberts has a lot
of pride for her school.

�I love Leon,� she said. �It�s
very spirited, very big and
everyone�s friendly.�

And Roberts has certainly
made close friends while at
Leon.

Roberts is described by her
friends as being adorable,
crazy and funny.

�[Alex  is] one of my favor-
ite people in the entire world.

I love being around her. She�s
a great friend and always looks
out for other people�s inter-
ests,� Leadon said. �No mat-
ter how cool she can be, she
is really just a crazy, weird and
a dorky girl. I love her for it.
Everyone loves Alex�

Junior Jessica Altomaro
knows that there is more to
Roberts than meets the eye
and says she shouldn�t be

Photo by Angelina Colao
Sophomore Alex Roberts shows her outrageous personality while she hangs out around
the bus ramp. Roberts loves to have fun and spend time with her friends.

TCC English, you won�t regret it

known by the changes she
makes to her hair.

�Alex is one of my best
friends. That girl is so crazy
[and] I love her to death,�
Altomaro said. �She�s just
plain awesome. A lot of people
know her as the tiny girl with
the hair, but she is really an
awesome person, even if she
does dye her hair every couple
of weeks.�
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The Steel Drum program,
Lion Steel, is an unconven-
tional club that adds a Carib-
bean flavor to the Leon atmo-
sphere.

It�s  members, a quirky and
dedicated group of musicians,
and they are quick to defend
Steel Drums� importance in the
music program.

�Steel Drum is amazing,�
senior Katheryn Lloyd said. �I
learned more in one day of
Steel Drum than I did in all
three years of Chorus.�

Some students enjoy Steel
Drum for the gloriously cultural
experience they receive.

�I really feel a deep con-
nection with Trinidad now that
I�ve been in Steel Drum for a
while,� senior Neal George
said. �Our Steel Drum reper-
toire is really unique.�

Steel Drum has been a pro-
gram at Leon for many years.
It prides itself on being eclec-
tic and accepting.

�We really try to break the
mold,� junior Adam Gilroy
said. �We�re the cutting edge
of Steel Drum.�

Though Steel Drum has no
problem finding talent, it is
sorely lacking in sufficient
funding according to it�s mem-
bers.

�We�re  seriously the most
under funded club at Leon,�
Gilroy said. �We get no money
whatsoever. We literally wake
up at seven in the morning to
play concerts at Albertson�s to
get money. It�s ridiculous.�

Another aspect of Steel
Drum its students enjoy talk-
ing about  is their  dedicated
teacher, David Knapp.

�Mr. Knapp is, well, we�ll
say he�s meticulous,� senior
Scottie Mitchell said. �He has
definitely made us much bet-
ter  musicians. We can at least
give him credit for that.�

Another fan and member of
the Steel Drum program,  se-
nior Amy Smith,  explains the
things about Steel Drum she
feels are the most important.

�We�re getting a chance to
go to  FMEA (Florida Music
Educators Association) and
show off,�  Smith said. �We�re
definitely outside the
sterotypical steel band.�

John  Frank, another  avid
supporter of  Steel Drums� im-
portance,  summarizes the situ-
ation  Steel Drum finds itself
in.

�Steel Drum is the most
hated club at Leon,� Frank
said. �We get no  state fund-
ing. We�re the only club that
gets no state funding.�

Though its members feel  it

is grossly under-funded, Steel
Drum is widly popular.

Lloyd feels that everyone
who takes the Steel Drum class
will learn something, whether
or not they actually enjoyed it.

�Steel Drum definitely wins
the most awesome class of all-
time award,� Lloyd said. �I
don�t think I have ever met a
person who was in Steel
Drum who didn�t learn some-
thing. Not one person. Not
one. I dare you to find one.�

Lloyd isn�t the only one who
thinks Steel Drum is an  enliv-
ening class.

Frank also supports the in-
teresting club.

�Our Steel Drum class
could beat up your class
anyday of the week,� Frank
said.

Students who wish to sup-
port the Steel Drum class can
find the musicians  at any of
their grocery store concert lo-
cations.

�We pretty much live in
Albertson�s for Steel Drum,�
Lloyd said. �We go most
saturday mornings to perform
for the early bird customers.
Maybe one day we�ll get some
better gigs, like an actual con-
cert space. But, for now,
Albertson�s works for me.�

For this year�s fall drama produc-
tion, students will be viewing Private
Lives, a dramatic comedy  written by
Noel Coward and set in America in
the 1940�s.

Production for the play began  sev-
eral weeks ago and, so far, this pro-
duction promises to be one of the best
performances Leon has seen yet�at
least according to its cast.

�I think it�s going to turn out really
well,� junior Sally Page Hunt, a cast
member, said. �I think it�s going to be
a good drama but still have a comedic
edge. It has a nice feel to it.�

The play follows two couples on
their honeymoon.  While vacationing,
the characters discover that the couple
in the suite next door  are actually two
of the character�s  ex-spouses.

�Basically it�s about these two
couples. The man of one and the
woman of the other were originally
married and then divorced,�  Senior
Waylen Roche, a lead in the produc-
tion, said.

�Five years later, the two remarried
couples end up being in the same ho-
tel, in adjacent rooms. The two that
were originally married end up meet-
ing up and discover that they�re still in
love with each other. The people who
they remarried follow them and it goes
from there.�

The cast members are all very sup-
portive of each other.

�Everyone in the cast is fantastic,�
senior Erin Grubbs said. �This is my
first event as a Leon student so it�s
pretty special to me.�

A newcomer to the Leon drama
scene is  Sallie Dehler, a senior in her

Lion Steel strikes a high note

Photo by Angelina Colao
Students Julia Hennessy, Scottie Mitchell and  Amy
Smith  play their instruments during Lion Steel class.

Behind the scenes of �Private Lives�

Photo by Angelina Colao
Senior Waylen Roche and junior Sally Page Hunt  rehearse a scene in
the auditorium for the upcoming drama  production,  Private Lives.

first year of drama.
�Mr. Durham is so awesome and

we have such a good cast,� Dehler
said. �It�s a  really funny and dramatic
play.  I really learned a lot from it.�

Mary Correia, another member of
the cast says the dramatic scenery and
dialogue really make the show.

�If you really listen to the dialogue
while people are speaking, you�ll dis-
cover that the play is actually very
witty,� Correia said. �It was a really
well-written piece that has been thor-
oughly worked by its cast members.
We really do have one amazing cast.�

 Rod Durham, the play�s director
and Leon�s drama teacher, says this
production has the largest set yet.

�[Senior]Tim Hoover, the play�s set
designer, has really stepped up to make
this thing happen for us,� Durham said.
�He�s been a huge help.�

Private Lives can  be viewed in the
Leon  auditorium November 29th at
7:30, Dec. 1 and 9 at 7:30, and De-
cember 2 at 2:30.
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Bow down to the King
By Michael McKinnon
High Life News Writer

 Arthur is also concerned about the students
who are taking part in Thespians.

�Those kids can�t go home,� Arthur said.
�Even if they could get out early, it�s in Tampa.
They wouldn�t get here in time.�

Thespians put together a petition of 74 sig-
natures, asking the junior class officers if there
was a chance of changing the date of prom.

 �Some of these kids will never have this
opportunity ever again,� Thespian sponsor Rod
Durham said. �I find it disheartening that there
was such a rush to get a discounted deal in-
stead of checking schedules and calendars to
make sure the given date was acceptable to the
majority.�

 Originally, the junior class officers had the
Civic Center meeting room booked, but when

PROM
they called back to make sure they had it re-
served, sales manager Christy Noftz had al-
ready sold the room without their knowledge.

�We kind of pitched a fit,� junior class rep-
resentative Molly Bryan said.

 Mannheimer called Noftz, who felt bad
about the situation and agreed to give them
the arena at a discounted price of $2,500. It
usually costs around $6,000. Tthe only date
available date was April 21.

 As soon as the arena was approved, they
placed a down payment and signed a contract.
The problem is that if they wanted to change
the place or date, they would lose all the
money.

�There are like 70 clubs at Leon and we
can�t cater to all of them,� junior class sec-
retary Eden Joyner said.

 Joyner pointed out that Crew has missed
prom for the past couple years because of the
date, but since prom is earlier this year, they
are able to go.

�You win some and you lose some,� junior
class representative Jeff Naftzinger said.

The officers also thought of how it might af-
fect future students if they ended the contract.

�I think we would be forever banned from the
Civic Center if we backed out now,� Joyner said.

 �We don�t want to ruin it for other classes,�
Bryan said.

Though the date of prom is unlikely to be
changed, students are working to accommodate
all students this year and in the future.

Continued from page 1

Rodney Vickers has won the free-style rap
contest at Leon two years in a row.

Photo by Holly Johnson

Leon Marching Band and Color Guard received straight
superiors, the highest possible grades, for their performance
in the District Marching Band Festival. This is the fifty-
seventh year in a row that The Marching Redcoats have
received straight superiors.

Band keeps tradition alive

The administration has recently enforced an old atten-
dance policy in which students must get their absences
excused by the Friday following the week they were ab-
sent. Students must sign out before they leave campus, or
an unexcused absence will be automatically recorded, re-
gardless of the excuse. This policy has been enforced in
order to prevent an inundation of students trying to clear
up their attendence problems at the end of each grading
period.

Attention on attendance

Rebus Gestis has been the frontrunner in past years for
the �Can the Principal� fundraiser, bringing in almost 3,600
cans last year. However, Latin teacher Jeffery Satriano has
challenged the entire student body to bring in more cans
than Rebus Gestis this year. All of the cans will be donated
to Second Harvest to benefit those in need.

The Rebus Gestis Challenge

Paw Power Trivia
Be the first to bring the right answer to 108J and

you�ll be featured in next month�s issue.

In what year was tennis established as a sport at
Leon?

a. 1984
b. 1892
c. 1961
d. 1998
e. 2000

Recognizing athletes and their accomplish-
ments are the norm at an average high school
pep rally. One student on a microphone blast-
ing another one for the size of his pants is a bit
unusual, but that�s what  you get at a Leon pep
rally.

Leon continued its ever-so-popular freestyle
rap contest at the Oct. 27 pep rally, as four
Leon students competed to win the champion�s
crown.

Students were encouraged to sign up and
through the progression of auditions and an
elimination process, four people were chosen
to go to the rap battle at the pep rally, which
supported senior night for football.

After the semifinals, when two of the com-
petitors were eliminated, sophomore Rodney
Vickers and junior Brendan Savage went head
to head in the finals.

Savage, whose chosen rap persona is �B-
ren the Savage,� isn�t a normal competitor in
the stereotypical rap battles. He described him-
self as being tense before the contest was held.

�I was very nervous,� Savage said. �It took
me about ten seconds to snap out of it and not
be nervous anymore.�

Vickers, who assumed the name �King Rod�
for the rap battle, was not too nervous before
his turn at the microphone came along.

�I wasn�t nervous, really,� Vickers said. �I
knew what I was doing. I just had to go up
there and do it.�

Savage and Vickers faced off and after the
two emcees exchanged verbal blows the stu-
dents were polled to find out who would be
named the winner.

Student Body President John Coppins
asked the audience who they thought should
be named the winner and by an overwhelming
margin �King Rod� came out on top as his king
of students in attendance, who roared their
approval.

Coppins chose to continue the rap contest
due to its great popularity with students last
year and he wanted to have an event that the
students liked.

�The kids really like [the rap battles],�
Coppins said. �[The students] choose who wins
and that gets them more involved.�

Senior Steven Bryan enjoyed the contest at
the pep rally, describing it as a very loud event.

�The kids were really into it,� Bryan said.
�Everyone was yelling and booing at the differ-
ent rappers.�

After the battle, the two contestants shook
hands and Vickers was named Leon �s
�Freestyle Friday� champion.

Vickers was confident that he had the con-
test in his pocket.

�[Savage] was all right,� Vickers said. �But I
thought I had a good chance of winning.�

After the contest was done and all the insults
cleared, both of the finalists are proud that they
participated, even though the crowd was harsh
at times.

�I knew this would surprise everyone,� Sav-
age said. �I thought it would be a great high
school experience.�
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Leon gets a little more �Pep�
By Isabel Wilson
High Life News Writer

By Michael McKinnon
High Life News Writer

Leon High School has always long
been recognized as one of the more
charitable schools in Tallahassee. Once
again, the Student Government Asso-
ciation plans to keep up with its tradi-
tion of charitable deeds by collecting
canned food for the Second Harvest
Charity in its ever-so-popular Can the
Principal Food Drive .

Now in its third year, the school-
wide food drive runs from Nov. 1-17.
Donated cans are given to charities in
the Big Bend area. The SGA is hoping
to collect more cans than the estimated
8,000 cans which were donated last
year. Students can turn in their canned
food items to their fourth period teach-
ers.

In order to promote the donation of
cans, Leon�s SGA is offering �a free
brunch� to the fourth period class
which brings in the most cans.

Student Body President John
Coppins is excited about the possibili-
ties of this year�s food drive.

�I think were going to have a lot of
cans,� Coppins said. �I know this year
the kids can bring out a good amount.�

All of the food donated will go to
the Second Harvest Charity of the Big

Bend, which is a division of the na-
tional Second Harvest Charity, the
nation�s largest hunger-relief organiza-
tion. In 2005, the Second Harvest
Charity provided food assistance to
more than 25 million low income
people in the United States.

Rebus Gestis Sponsor Jeffery
Satriano has issued a challenge to the
students of Leon to donate as many
cans as the Rebus Gestis Club. Last
year, the Latin Club donated roughly
3,600.

Coppins believes the students will
see the food drive as a positive activ-
ity to take part in.

�It�s for a really good cause,�
Coppins said. �It�s something positive
for the students to be involved with.�

Senior Kyle Doerr believes the Can
the Principle food drive helps Leon
maintain its positive standing with the
community.

�It helps the community,� Doerr said.
�The neighborhoods around Leon think
we�re all bad [beacause of littering],
but we help out a lot.�

Coppins is confident that the stu-
dents of Leon will have a great turnout
in support of this year�s food drive.

�I know were going to get more
cans than last year,� Coppins said.
�We�re going to have a lot of support.�

At some of the upcoming
Leon sporting events, students
should expect to see some new
and very spirited faces. Leon�s
new pep club is aptly named
The Pride.

The Pride was started by the
spirited Christine Kessler, a
senior cheerleader and the stu-
dent body vice president.
Kessler and former fellow
school board member Mike
Jones, a Lincoln graduate,
started talking about the idea
during her campaign for stu-
dent body vice president last
year.

�The purpose of The Pride
is to encourage school unity
and spirit, and to cheer for your
friends at games,� Kessler
said.

The club is sponsored by
Exceptional Student Education
department head Nan
O�Kelley, who also sponsors
cheerleading and the junior
class. O�Kelley had only nice
things to say about Kessler.

�I think it is wonderful that
(Kessler) made the commit-
ment during her campaign and
followed through with it,�

O�Kelley said.
The club�s officers are presi-

dent Kessler, vice president
John Coppins, treasurer Alex
Ecenia, secretary Chelsea
Dogherty and public relations
representative Ashley Barner.
All of the officers are seniors.

The club, which consists of
only juniors and seniors, ex-

pects to meet once or twice a
month in room 305 to discuss
new ideas, update their sched-
ules and simply �check in.�
They will also meet up at the
varsity games that they will be
attending.

The first gathering for The
Pride was Oct. 23. There was
a very good turnout, with over

will attend first. The first game
will be a varsity boys� soccer
game, though it has yet to be
determined which one. Also,
the issue of whether or not the
club will travel to games far
from Tallahassee has yet to be
determined.

�We will look into traveling
away, but we will cross that
bridge when it comes,�
Kessler said.

The Pride will attend mainly
large-scale Leon varsity sport-
ing events, such as girls and
boys soccer, basketball and
baseball. Though it hasn�t been
decided for certain, The Pride
may travel with Leon to out-
of-town games.

There are not many require-
ments for joining The Pride.
The main one is that members
must be juniors or seniors. The
club will encourage its mem-
bership to remember it�s rep-
resenting Leon, therefore good
sportsmanship will be ex-
pected.

�The club will go to various
varsity games and cheer for
our teams,� O�Kelley said.
�The goal is to encourage
school unity, pride and spirit,
and to increase game atten-
dance.�

Hoping to break another �canning� record

Leon Latin has challenged  the student body to a can competition. To
keep track of the results, SGA has hung two banners in the lobby.

Photo by Danielle Spisso

30 juniors and seniors attend-
ing. They signed up for the
club, formed a constitution
and discussed what exactly the
club will do. The first meeting
was scheduled for mid-No-
vember, when they plan on
talking about shirt ideas, dis-
cuss their schedule and for-
mally decide which game they

Several of the Pep Club members, including President Christine Kessler (middle front)
and Vice President John Coppins (middle back) show their school spirit with shakers.

Photo by Eden Joyner
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Letters to the Editor

By Kelsey Stevens
High Life Editorial Editor

Prom  is meant to  be a joy-
ous  event. It is the last hurrah
for  seniors before  graduation.
However, this year�s prom
holds  much  more  contro-
versy than the usual  drinking
and drugs.

Most of the school knows
that  both  Thespians and Cho-
rus have  state competition at
the same time as prom and
Grad Bash, which  is why
Grad  Smash was created. But
these two groups won�t be the
only ones missing prom.

According to my calcula-

tions, 126 juniors and  seniors
will be missing  prom. The
other  two  groups that are
going to be gone at the same
time as prom are the Student
Government Association and
Key Club. They  are  dealing
with the clashing times  by  only
sending  freshmen and sopho-
mores to their conventions.

Chorus and Thespians  can-
not do this. State competitions
are the events that the groups
have been practicing all year
long for. Some of the seniors
who are going with Thespians
are trying to get the  scholar-
ships  given on the last day of
the event, which is Sunday.
Also, the night of prom  is the
very day that awards are pre-
sented. How  would  our
school  look if the students
who were being honored left
to  go to prom?

I am not in  any of these
conflicting  organizations, but
I have friends who  are. In  fact,

most  of my  closest friends  will
be at either one of these com-
petitions  during  prom. And
even  though  I would love to
be  able to spend the night with
them, I�d rather them  have
their  full  focus on their com-
petition and not worrying
about what could be happen-
ing  at the same time back
home.

The  reason  for  all this con-
troversy  is  the inability of the
junior  class to look  ahead.
Or, better yet, the inability  of
the junior class to  cater to the
senior  class.  Isn�t prom  sup-
posed  to  be  a  party thrown
for the seniors by the juniors?
Isn�t it meant to  relieve the
seniors of the planning stress?
It�s a tradition,  right?  A tradi-
tion  that is  being  broken be-
cause the junior  class has al-
ready set the  date for  next
year�s prom, without  any  con-
crete dates for the year  to
come.

It  almost  seems like the
juniors planned the dance for
themselves. Both SGA and
Key  Club  aren�t  making  jun-
iors go to the conventions.
Also the majority of Thespi-
ans  and Chorus  are seniors.
These competitions could  be
life changing for them, and this
could  be their last chance to
take part in something  like this.
The juniors still have one more
year. With most of the junior
class still in  town, prom will
be  dominated by juniors. Se-
niors will be a  minority in  a
dance supposedly  thrown  for
them.

It is true  that the junior class
did look at the  school  calen-
dar,  and  it  is true that they
spoke with  Rocky  Hanna.
Yes, the Civic Center is spa-
cious and cheap  (cost:
$2,500,) for once, but not
many of the  seniors  will  be
able to  appreciate the thought,
whatever  amount there was,

the  junior  class put into  rent-
ing the Civic Center for the
dance.

Yes, it was the seniors de-
cision to move  Grad  Bash
and that is  something I am
okay with. But if the juniors
had really  wanted  the opin-
ion of the senior  class, they
should  have polled  all  400
of us, not just the 14  seniors
in  SGA.

Not everyone can be ca-
tered  to.  I understand  that.  I
understand that no matter
what someone isn�t going to
be happy. But, maybe, if the
junior  class had presented
themselves  better, and maybe
if they had let Thespians  at-
tempt to pay to move the lo-
cation and the date of prom,
like  they  offered to. Maybe if
they  had not addressed the
senior  class like we are infe-
rior then, maybe, they would
have  some respect from  their
superiors.

Whose prom is it anyway?

The whole idea of making Leon stu-
dents wear  school uniforms  is com-
pletely  stupid.

Many people think uniforms would
be good to help students feel equal and
not ranked by what they wear. How-
ever, students aren�t ranked on what
they  wear, and  even  if they were,
students would be judged  by the ac-
cessories they have with their  ugly
uniforms.

Also, having uniforms does not save
money, like some think it does. Every-
one would have to buy the uniforms,
but then also buy clothes for week-
ends and breaks.

Uniforms  are truly  an idiotic idea.
Sara  Karsh

The  attendance policy  at Leon
changes daily. One day, three  absences
is failing, and the next, one absence
can  fail you.

 I personally have a problem  with

the way that the secretaries in the at-
tendance office  handle things. I have
had one person tell me I have to bring
a note after a parent checks me out
and  one  saying  I do not. One  says
that it will not  be excused  and an-
other  says it will.

The policy needs to be carved in
stone and a copy given to  everyone
that works in  the  office.

Leon is an awesome place, but it is
the little things like this that keep  it
from getting  even better.

Brooke Stone

I cannot believe how good of a year
Leon has had with sports this year. I
have never imagined going to a school
where a team works  so hard to win
and where the students  support the
players so much. So far this year alone,
Leon has two regional swim  titles  and
volleyball  has a  regional title.

I just have to say I am very  proud

to  go to this  school because people
seem to excel in whatever  they  do,
and  they  always try their hardest.

Jessica  Radcliffe

I think  students  should be allowed
to have a longer lunch; 37 minutes is
not enough. Especially  for  the  stu-
dents who go off campus. It takes long
enough to wait in the  cafeteria line,
but to drive somewhere and still have
to get back on time is ridiculous.

Another problem with short lunches
is you  don�t have time to do home-
work if you have it. Even though  stu-
dents are supposed  to do homework
at home, a lot of them don�t. We  need
that extra time to get things  done.

Elizabeth Whigham

I�ve been hearing many freshmen
and sophomores complain about off-
campus privileges. I�m a senior now,
and all I have to say is stop. This is a

privilege for the older Leon students.
Rocky Hanna should not give into their
demands. Why? Well, if he does, then
what�s  stopping the underclassmen
from  going to prom or Grad Bash? I
waited two years for  this  without com-
plaining. What makes them  any  dif-
ferent?

Amelia Woodworth

In  spite of complaints, I think the
attendance policy is a good idea. Be-
fore, people could wait to get absences
cleared until the end of the nine week
period. Why do people want to wait
so long to clear it? Just do it so you
won�t have to think about it.

Sofia Runebrand

Send  letters to the editor to

  leonhighlife@gmail.com

Limit letters to 100 words
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Prom becomes a problem
By Caitlin Dilks
High Life All Pages Writer

Junior class officers (from left to right) Jeff Naftzinger, George Mannheimer, Sarah
Kothe, Eden Joyner, Molly Bryan, Allison Mica and Casey Chandler discussing prom.
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The 2007 Junior-Senior  prom will be held at the Civic Center. Though the usual price
for rental is around $6,000, the junior class officers acquired it for only $2,500.

Photo by Holly Johnson

Many upperclassmen look
forward to elegant dresses
and tuxes, fancy dinners and
a night full of dancing, all of
which complete the prom ex-
perience. However, this year�s
prom seems to be generating
anxiety rather than excitement
for many students.

The junior class officers re-
served the Civic Center Arena
for Saturday, April 21 in early
June, but were unaware of
many conflicting events.

Prom clashes with four dif-
ferent club events that many
upperclassmen are involved
with, such as the Student Gov-
ernment Association Conven-
tion, Chorus State Festival, the
Key Convention and State
Thespians.

Because these clubs have
many juniors and seniors par-
ticipating in them, certain ar-
rangements had to be made to
allow the clubs to partake in
the events. For example, SGA
is only sending sophomores to
their convention.

 Along with SGA, Key
Club sponsor Martina Davis
is making the same consider-
ations and urging underclass-
men to attend their state con-
vention.

�It conflicted with every-
thing else, so I�m not going to
rush,� Davis said. �But I�m
focusing on freshmen and
sophomores.�

 Another conflicting event is
Grad Bash, scheduled for
April 20-21, which would put
seniors back at Leon at
around 6 a.m. on the day of
prom. This worried many of
the senior class officers, so
they were given the opportu-

nity to change prom�s loca-
tion to the Armory and keep
Grad Bash�s original time or
change the date of Grad Bash.

�We were willing to change
[prom] but the seniors voted
and I wanted them to have a
good time,� Junior class presi-
dent, George Mannheimer

said. �I let them make the de-
cision.�

Grad Bash, now Grad
Smash, was moved to  April
27, and will be held at Islands
of Adventures and Universal
Studios.

�I like that we are spread-
ing it over two weekends, so

that people don�t have to
make a choice of which event
to go to,� senior class spon-
sor Sylvia Crews said. �Who-
ever was supposed to check
didn�t, but it should be more
fun in the day and won�t be as
sketchy.�

According to senior class

president Meagan Chestnut,
the junior class officers have
always checked with the se-
niors to make sure there were
no senior events going on.
However, they neglected to do
this before the date was set.

 �We understand that they
had to get everything planned
and set by August,� Chestnut
said.

Although SGA has resolved
its conflicts, there are still prob-
lems for students in Chorus
and Thespians.

�When we looked at the
school�s schedule, it was com-
pletely clean,� Mannheimer
said. �Then we checked with
[Rocky] Hanna and [Mark]
Feely to make sure it was an
acceptable date.�

However, the school�s cal-
endar had not been updated
for the 2006-07 school year
with events that had been pre-
viously planned.

 �We have no control over
these dates and [chorus and
thespians] have always been
in April,� Chorus sponsor Dr.
Judy Arthur  said. �The [Jun-
ior Class Officers] didn�t know
where to look and didn�t
bother to talk to us.�

Although Arthur is request-
ing the earliest performance
date possible during the week
of the State Choral Festival
(April 17-24), there is no ab-
solute date of when Capital
Singers and Opus are to per-
form.

�If they won�t schedule us
to go early, we just won�t go,�
Arthur said. �It�s unfortunate
because these kids should not
have to make a decision like
this at such a young age.�
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