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Winterfest is ready to rock againWinterfest is ready to rock againWinterfest is ready to rock againWinterfest is ready to rock againWinterfest is ready to rock again
Clubs and bands prepare for the first full-fledged celebration since 2004

Winterfest returns this year, taking place on

Feb. 23, and the students and faculty planners

are making sure that this year’s festivities will

be some that every student will enjoy.

The two-and-a-half hour event is scheduled

to be held from 12:27-2:52p.m..

All of the most popular events will be return-

ing, including the Bungee Run, a 20-foot giant

slide, the mechanical bull, an obstacle course and

more.

Another event also returning this year is the

dunk tank, which will be graced by some of

Leon’s faculty and staff for the enjoyment of its

students.

Members of the faculty and staff have already

signed up to participate, including Coach Aaron

Clark and Principal Rocky Hanna. Hanna is pre-

By Michael McKinnon

High Life News Writer

paring for a trip to the booth. He was one of the

first names on the list.

“It was like me jumping off the airplane,”

Hanna said. “I really didn’t sign up for it, but it

looks like I’m going to be doing it.”

Other events returning this year will be the

very popular three-on-three basketball tourna-

ment, held on the tennis courts by the senior bowl,

which students can sign up for by forming their

own teams. Free raffles will be held, which will

have many prizes for students to win, including

certificates for fee activities at Fun Station.

The Winterfest battle of the bands will be mak-

ing an appearance again this year showcasing the

musical talents of some of Leon ’s student bands.

The musical acts, in past years, have represented

groups from all spectrums of music, including

Rock, Hip-Hop, Hardcore, Pop and R&B.

Once released from class, the students can

travel to the lower fields, where refreshments will

be waiting for them. The Inter Club Council,

(ICC) has reportedly planned to order 1,000 ham-

burgers from McDonald,s and much more food

and drinks to feed the 2,000 students who popu-

late Leon .

Student Government Vice President and Chair-

man of ICC Christine Kessler described the ef-

forts of the members putting on the event.

“We’re making sure everything’s free,” Kessler

said. “It’s a celebration. This year nobody has to

pay.”

The past two years Leon High School was

dubbed a “B” school for their performance on

the FCAT and Winterfest’s theme was altered to

a rallying call for the school’s population to re-

turn to the prominent “A” status.

Please see WINTERFEST, p. 4

Leon loses top teacher

Two solutions created

for failing students

MacNamara, Moody

debate gender issues

Softball looks forward

to promising season

Marsha Click, beloved teacher,

colleague and friend, passed away on

Feb. 7, and though it goes without

saying, she will be missed by the stu-

dents and friends whose lives she

touched.

Click taught Diversified Career

Training at Leon for 26 years and was

recently awarded Teacher of the Year

for 2006-07.

Brianna Kelly, who had Click for

less than a year, thought she was the

perfect candidate for the award.

“She was a wonderful teacher,”

Kelly said. “I’m glad I got to meet

her.”

Click was diagnosed with breast

cancer 12 years ago but continued to

teach up until the last months of her

life.

“She never let anything stop her,”

friend and colleague Betsy Fisher

said. “It didn’t matter how sick she

was, she always had a high energy.

She made great use of the time she

had, never wasting a moment.”

Click was very active in the com-

munity, participating in countless

Breast Cancer walks and fundraisers.

“She was a rallying cry for our kids

and a true life example of how im-

portant community service is,” Prin-

cipal Rocky Hanna said. “She was a

true ambassador for humanity and

encouraged us to do the same in our

own lives.”

On Feb. 9, teachers and students

gathered together in rememberance

of Click. Participants walked around

the track for 12 minutes, represent-

ing the number of year’s Click suf-

fered from breast cancer, with music

playing and the sun rising in the back-

ground.

“It was a great feeling to see ev-

eryone gathering together and re-

membering a wonderful woman,”

junior Coral Burnaman said.

There was also a memorial service

for friends and family on the follow-

ing Saturday.

Click will be remembered as a

generous, compassionate and posi-

tive role model for students and

teachers alike, but most of all, she

will be remembered as one of the

greatest teachers Leon has seen.

“The courage and faith she dem-

onstrated was amazing,” Hanna said.

“In a world where heroes are hard to

find, those of us at Leon High School

didn’t have to look far.

Marsha Click and Principal Rocky Hanna celebrated the holidays.
Photo courtesy of Leon web site
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Bumping and

By Eden Joyner

High Life Editor-in-Chief

grinding
...to a halt...to a halt...to a halt...to a halt...to a halt

In the 1950s, they blamed

sexual promiscuity on Elvis’

pelvis. In the 1980s, it was

Patrick Swayze’s dirty danc-

ing that created rebellious

teenagers. Now they are

blaming sex, even rape, on

high school dances.

Concerned parents across the country have requested that

school dances be canceled due to the “freaky” dancing they

allege promotes sexual behavior. The “concerned parents”

bug has finally infected Tallahassee and our high school

dances are now at risk.

After chaperoning the 2006 Football Homecoming dance,

several parents called Principal Rocky Hanna and com-

plained about the risqué dancing. Some of them recom-

mended canceling the dances, but even more proposed an

alternative form, such as line dancing or swing dancing.

Although organized dancing is sweet and kind of cute, it

is the most impractical plan I have ever heard of. The hand-

ful of students who will show up to a “Sock-Hop”  is noth-

ing compared to the normal 500-person attendance.

Only 110 students came to the most recent dance because,

in part,  they were warned of the “dancing rule” that would

be put into affect. As one of the few who attended the dance,

I was a first-hand witness to the extreme conditions on the

dance floor. If a girl and boy touched—even accidentally—

they were automatically taken away and received a stern

talking to. Obviously, they mean business.

Canceling dances such as prom and homecoming is un-

necessary and severe.  That should be the very last option,

not the first plan of action taken when parents get fed up

with our dancing. Concerned parents might do well to just

talk to their kids, as a teen’s decision to be sexually active

likely has nothing to do with how they dance at school.

If the parents are concerned with the promiscuous danc-

ing, then they can simply not let their own child attend the

school dances. When an administration goes so far as to

cancel dances because of parental concerns, they are mak-

ing major decisions for other parents, something that isn’t

their responsibility in a public school setting.

Bottom line, agree or disagree, like it or not, our dances

are at stake. I want to be able to go to prom next year so I,

for one, am going to tone my dancing down. Clearly they

are serious about this new rule, so it is up to the student

body whether or not we will be having a prom to look for-

ward to next year.

Love comes in many forms such as

sibling love, the affection shown to fam-

ily or friends and disconnected love. Dur-

ing the month of February, romance is

the only form that seems to matter. But

is it really meant for just one month? Is

it really the most important form of love?

After February passes,  love stops be-

ing felt like it previously had been. It

doesn’t sstops existing, it’s just not as

strong. After all, Valentine’s Day isn’t the

only day of the year when it is appropri-

ate to show someone that you care.

And that love doesn’t strictly have to

be shown to that special person in your

life. Family, friends and even acquaintances need

affection in any way, shape or form.

Love is an essential human need. Though you

may only want to show it to one person, others

need it too.

When one gets a boyfriend or girlfriend, he

or she tends to forget about their friends. Yes, a

new relationship is exciting, but the other friends

shouldn’t be pushed aside. Show them some af-

fection and let them know they still have a place

in your heart. Because if this new, exciting rela-

tionship ends, it’ll be those friends you’ll de-

pend on.

Teenagers, in the haze of their busy lives, for-

get about their families. Or maybe they just ig-

nore them. I can’t say that I don’t completely

ignore my family for friends and other after-

school acquaintances, but once in a while, it is

good to show them love. Most parents love their

children no matter what, and though it may seem

like they are trying to embarrass us at every turn,

they’re not. They deserve unconditional love in

return.

My general point is this: whether your con-

nection with someone is brotherly, friendly, dis-

tant or romantic, show them that you care.

Spread the love to those close to you. For in this

world, you’ll never be sure how long you’ll have

it.

February is not the only month for loveFebruary is not the only month for loveFebruary is not the only month for loveFebruary is not the only month for loveFebruary is not the only month for love

These last few weeks I

have attended a Leon soc-

cer game and a Leon bas-

ketball game and one thing

really stood out. Hardly

anyone showed up to sup-

port the Lions. At the soc-

cer game, the Regional

quarterfinals, more than

half of the stands were

empty. I play football and

they get tons of support, but

what about the others?

Justin Epstein

When you walk through

the halls, you most likely

hear at least one complaint

about Leon. But what you

don’t hear or see is some-

one trying to do something

about it. What I’m saying

is, at least do something

about it. Don’t just sit or

stand there and complain.

Shelby White

Recently  I went to the

boys soccer game in

Niceville. The team played

an amazing game, even

with the bad calls and hor-

rible officiating. The Lions

held Niceville to overtime

where, in my opinion, a

bogus penalty kick gave

them the game. Our Lions

played a great game and I

have never been more

proud to be a Leon Lion.

Amelia Woodworth

It seems in every class

there’s always the one person

who is only there for atten-

tion. They interrupt the class

and make complete fools out

of themselves. Of course

there’s always time for fun,

but these people just need to

stop annoying others.

Bridget Wesson

Limit to 100 words

Send letters to the

editor to

leonhighlife
@gmail.com
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Local scholarship saves students time and moneyLocal scholarship saves students time and moneyLocal scholarship saves students time and moneyLocal scholarship saves students time and moneyLocal scholarship saves students time and money
By Jessica Moody

High Life Advertising Manager

Students get second chanceStudents get second chanceStudents get second chanceStudents get second chanceStudents get second chance
Failing students now have a way to assure their

graduation using two innovative techniques
By Kyle Muller

High Life All-Pages Writer

Students who are falling

behind in their high school

credits now have two options

that will possibly allow them

to graduate on time.

One opportunity is a credit

retrieval program that targets

primarily freshmen and se-

niors.

If a student fails a semes-

ter of a required class, they

can be taken out of an elec-

tive and placed in a class de-

signed to help their situation.

The program was designed

with freshmen as the top pri-

ority, followed by seniors.

Statistics show that a student

who falls behind early is less

likely to graduate on time, so

getting the freshmen back on

track is most important. How-

ever, it is also available for

sophomores and juniors,

though there are only 75 to

80 seats available.

This new class is com-

puter-based, and self-paced.

The student must complete

one task or assignment before

going onto the next.

By working in this class,

the student can earn two one-

half credits, one half credit for

the failed class and one-half

credit in what is called “Criti-

cal Thinking Skills.” This

makes up for the semester the

student failed in the required

class and the missed elective.

On the computers, the stu-

dents work with software

based on the class they failed.

For example, if a student fails

English, the subject of the

software is English.

This helpful program was

proposed by Leon County

Superintendent of Schools

Jackie Pons and is greatly

supported by Assistant Prin-

cipal Billy Epting.

“All it would take is one

student to be successful for it

to be worthwhile,” Epting

said.

This course is available at

Rickards High School, and

Epting said that it has defi-

nitely benefited the students

there. It is also now active at

Leon High School, and it is

planned to be started at the

other high schools in Leon

County within the next year.

The other opportunity is

the GED exit option, which

is available only to seniors

who should graduate on time

but can’t because of certain

circumstances.

GED stands for “Graduate

Equivalency Diploma,”

which means the student mas-

tered equivalent, or similar,

requirements for a regular di-

ploma.

To graduate, a senior needs

24 credits and a 2.0 GPA. If

they do not meet these re-

quirements, they will not

graduate with their class-

mates. The students can come

back for a fifth year, but

Epting said the GED exit op-

tion will probably be the more

popular choice.

If the senior can pass both

the reading and math FCAT

and the GED test, they can get

a standard Leon County di-

ploma.

“It gives you all the rights

and privileges of a regular

Leon High School diploma,”

Epting said. “There are no

hindrances with this diploma

when it comes to jobs or get-

ting into schools. It acts as a

regular diploma. It just

doesn’t say ‘Leon High

School’ on it.”

This means that the student

will also be able to march in

the graduation ceremony with

his or her classmates, which

Epting said is a major reason

some seniors may choose to

take this option.

Florida also has one of the

lower graduation rates.

“Anyway we can improve

it, it can always be better,”

Epting said.

The number of scholarships offered to high

school students is innumerable, with thousands of

categories, qualifications and stipulations. The Best

and Brightest Award is a local program offering

scholarships to only Leon County students within

certain areas of expertise. This is the second year

of the award and Leon is hoping to grab as many or

more than last year.

All Leon County high school seniors are eligible

for application. Schools nominate a student for each

of the specific 15 areas. Students who are not nomi-

nated are also encouraged to apply. Only one stu-

dent will be chosen to represent the school in each

category.

The categories for entry include all high school

subject areas such as English and math There are

also elective course categories such as music, pub-

lic speaking, journalism, leadership and athletics.

Students may apply for more than one category.

From last year’s awards, Leon took home nine

first-place awards, two runner-ups  and two honor-

able mentions. With winners ranging in categories

from public speaking to technology.

“We were the only school with nominees in all

15 categories,” said  Assistant Principal Billy Epting,

who is the school coordinator for the awards.

Department teachers for seniors decide together

who to nominate from their category. The English

department even puts their ideas to a vote to pick

one student. Choosing among students, teachers

look for academic interest, acceleration and a pas-

sion for their subject of specialization.

“We look for a person who we think is outstand-

ing in their love of and facility with English,” Janice

McLain, English 3 Honors and AP Literature

teacher, said.

Afterbeing nominated or deciding to enter, stu-

dents must apply through the school to enter the

competition. In the case that more than one student

applies for a category, Epting, Hanna and the de-

partment consider each candidate and make a mu-

tual decision. Judges for the award take into con-

sideration a students academic career from ninth to

twelfth grade, their interest in that category, teacher

recommendations and, most of all, their service to

the community.

“The application is fair,” Alex McNaughton, the

English category nominee, said. “If students are truly

qualified, they should be able to complete the ap-

plication with ease.”

Jenny Lieb, an applicant for athletics, agrees.

“The application is time consuming, but with

good right,” Lieb said.

Along with filling out a lengthy application and

acquiring teacher recommendations, students  must

be interviewed by a panel of judges in March. Each

applicant will be interviewed about their experi-

ences in the category they are applying for and their

service to the community.

“There seemed to be a theme that community

service played a large part in decision making,”

Epting said. “Two students applying in the same

category have more than likely taken the same

classes and made similar grades, so how do you

choose? Community service helps the judges to

break the tie.”

In each category there will be three final win-

ners. First place winners from each category will

receive a $1,000 scholarship, runner-up $500 and

honorable mention $250. The awards are partnered

with Leon County Schools, Leon County Schools

Foundation, WorldClass Schools and the Tallahas-

see Democrat. Students are able to use the money

as they choose. It is not mandated that the scholar-

ships be used solely for school.

The ongoing process will come to an end on May

9 with the awards ceremony. All applicants will at-

tend and all nominees will be recognized. The final

winners will be announced for the first time that

evening. Hopes are high that this year’s seniors will

do just as well as last’s.

“It is a prestige, a wonderful image for Leon to

present to the community when matched up with

other schools,” Epting said.

A student works diligently on the new computer pro-

gram designed to help failing students regain their GPA.

Photo by Kyle Muller

And the And the And the And the And the nomineesnomineesnomineesnomineesnominees are. . . are. . . are. . . are. . . are. . .
Art: Ishana Ible

Athletics: Kyle Record

Business: Ashley Carter

Career Technical: Allison Melton

Performing Arts: Waylen

Roche

English: Alex McNaughton

Foreign Language: Stephen

Lawson

Journalism: Jessica Moody

Leadership: Christine Kessler

Mathematics: Lisa Sawicki

Music: Sarah Folsom

Public Speaking: Tatiana Galante

Science: Brit Garner

Social Science: Michael

McKibben

Technology: Jason Hancock
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Ragans, Sauls return

By Isabel Wilson

High Life News Writer

Even though it is halfway through the school

year, Leon is still getting new teachers. This

time, though, they’re previous faculty members:

Jimmy Sauls and Bill Ragans.

Ragans and Sauls have come back to assist

with programs new to Leon. Ragans will be

helping with the Credit Retrieval Program. This

allows students who don’t have enough credits

to graduate to earn their credits back. Sauls

helps with the Light Program, which is a pro-

gram designed to assist students who are tak-

ing special education classes. Both are also in-

volved with Leon’s football program.

While both taught at Leon, Sauls taught for

a good bit longer. From 1974 to mid 2003, he

was a member of the Leon staff.

“I coached kids who weren’t even born when

I began teaching at Leon,” Sauls said.

For 27 of his years at Leon, Sauls bounced

from position to position. He went from defen-

sive line coach and coordinator to offensive

coordinator, and then to head coach in 2000.

The same year, he became athletic director. In

2001, he did not participate in the football pro-

gram, but came back to help then head coach

Mark Feely with the offense.

 Ragans started coaching football, taught so-

cial studies and helped in the ESE (Exceptional

Student Education) department in 2001. He left

in 2003.

While gone from Leon, both went to Colquitt

County High School in Moltrie, Georgia and

were involved with the football program. Sauls

was the offensive coordinator while Ragans was

the defensive coordinator. Though they taught

50 miles away, they still lived in Tallahassee.

For the commute, they carpooled.

“Whoever drove that day brought the Diet

Coke,” Sauls said.

Both were certainly busy while away from

Leon. Sauls left to teach at Newnan High School

in Newnan, Georgia in 2003, and later taught

at St. Augustine High School in St. Augustine,

FL from 2004 to 2005. He then moved onto his

most recent job in Moltrie. There he coached

football for the 2006 season.  He was gone from

Leon for roughly four years until Principal

Rocky Hanna approached him with a job offer.

Nan O’Kelley had to take a leave of absence,

which left her job in the ESE department tem-

porarily available. He now also helps with that,

DCT (Diversified Career Technology) and foot-

ball.

Ragans was gone from Leon for about four

years. While gone, he worked at Colquitt County

High. He now assists with the Credit Retrieval

Program and is the assistant coach of the football

team.

Ragans is glad to be back at Leon for several

reasons. He now has more time to spend with his

family.

“[Being back] gives me a chance to get home

at a more reasonable time and spend more time

with my family,” Ragans said.

When the offer was accepted, Hanna was very

pleased.

“Both have a special gift in motivating the stu-

dents,” Hanna said.

WINTERFEST
Continued from page 1

Now that Leon has finally returned to its position as a top scoring school, the event is a

celebration of its accomplishments while still holding as a reminder to do well on this year’s

exam.

Kessler elaborated on this year’s overall message.

“We’re just trying to keep [the school] at an ‘A’,” Kessler said. “We’re trying to instill that we

are going to be an ‘A’ next year.”

Principal Hanna is proud that Leon can have such an event with a positive atmosphere among

all of Leon’s student body.

“My favorite thing about Winterfest is that we can offer something that can draw everybody’s

interest,” Hanna said. “To stand on this hill and look down on the diversity and see everyone

getting along together is tremendous.”

Bill Ragans taught social studies, coached foot-

ball and assisted in the ESE program from

2001-03. He is currently working with the

Credit Retrieval Program.

Photo by Kyle Muller

Photo by Kyle Muller

Jimmy Sauls held several positions at Leon

from 1974 to mid-2003, including head foot-

ball coach and offensive coordinator.

Phoenix is hosting an Environment Awareness

Week during March 12-16. Phoenix hopes to raise

awareness about students’ impact on the environ-

ment. With an emphasis on recycling and carbon

dioxide emmissions, the club wants students to

understand that they can make a difference that lasts

a lifetime.

The Gay-Straight Alliance is hosting a “Speak

Up” campaign March 26-30. The campaign focuses

on putting an end to bigotry and sterotypes around

school. The club will be putting up posters, flyers

and their “Hate” banner from previous years. All

students are encouraged to participate and help

GSA finish plans and materials. For more infor-

mation or to participate, attend the next GSA meet-

ing on Feb. 21.

The Lion’s Tale will be selling yearbooks March

5-9 during both lunches. Books will be $65. Please

bring cash or check. This will be the last chance to

buy yearbooks.

Yearbooks on sale

Keeping Leon clean

GSA speaks up

January Correction
The caption for the photograph on page three of the

January issue was incorrect. The Grand Reunion 2 will

be held on April 14 and 15, not May 14 and 15.

Last month’s Paw Power Trivia Question was

not answered! You have another chance to

bring in the correct answer to room 108J. You

will be featured in next month’s issue.

a. 1908

b. 1975

c. 1943

d. 1911

What year did Leon move to

its second location?

After time away, Leon

welcomes back two

very familiar faces
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Some girls rule, some boys drool

By Karis Needham

High Life Features Writer

Where does the truth really lie? Boys and girls always seem to have some-

thing to disagree about simply because they don’t understand each other

Every gender makes assumptions

about the opposite sex but not all of

these assumptions are accurate.

Stemming from an assignment in

AP Psychology, The Leon High Life

sought to find out the answers to the

questions each sex has about the op-

posite gender but is always afraid to

ask.

Seniors Jessica Moody and Matt

MacNamara fielded the questions

about the differences between men

and women.

What do you think about the double

standard (the idea that women who

have multiple partners/boyfriends are

ridiculed, but men who have multiple

partners/girlfriends are praised)?

JM: I think it’s society’s view of mas-

culinity being a better attribute than

femininity and therefore men can get

away with more [than] women. Our

media glorifies promiscuous men but

not promiscuous women because of

that. It dates back to when women

were in the home and men were out

doing something, and it’s just some-

thing that has spawned from that men-

tality.

MM: From a media standpoint I think

it is the media’s fault. I think it goes

both ways. I think women can be glo-

rified just as much as men can. Paris

Hilton is a prime example of that. I

agree there is a double standard in so-

ciety, men take on a large responsibil-

ity role in their lives later, generally,

so masculinity is admired.

When was the last time you cried?

JM: Sunday when I was watching

“The L Word.”

MM: When my girlfriend broke up

with me at Homecoming.

Who should pay for the date?

JM: I think that it should be split. I

think men are overcompensating.

MM: I don’t think that’s very roman-

tic at all. I think men feel like they

have to work harder in a relationship.

I think men expect more out of a rela-

tionship sexually, and it is up to the

women as to what happens. Men do

what they can to impress women and

paying for the date is just part of it. [If

my girlfriend and I] are going to go

[someplace casual] I’m not going to

be like ‘same tab’ I’m going to make

her pay for her meal, obviously.

What do you think about the stan-

dards of body image that society pres-

sures on women?

JM:  I feel that it’s not necessarily men

that are making the thin icon that

women want to be, it’s other women.

In my book, the paler and rounder the

better. I think we should go back to

the Victorian standard of beauty.

MM: I think in the media today there

are more women that need to put on

weight to look better than there are

that need to take off weight. Girls feel

the need to be skinny and I don’t think

that’s true at all. Girls look perfectly

attractive with the weight they have,

even if they feel it may be too much.

If the perfect guy/girl took out a per-

sonal ad, how would he/she describe

him/herself?

JM: Tall, I don’t want a guy shorter

than me. I think that’s kind of general,

funny, intellectual, witty, can put up

with pessimistic people, forward-

thinking, liberal, open to discussion.

MM: Someone with a sense of humor,

open to new ideas. Shorter than me. I

think the big thing is open-

mindedness. I think both men and

women need to be open-minded in a

relationship. It’s a benefit to be spiri-

tual.

Do you pick up on hints? Do you

leave hints?

JM: I’m completely oblivious to hints,

and I don’t think I give too many ei-

ther. I think in general though, girls

do give more hints than guys. And, I

think we have to.

MM: I think I pick up on hints from

girls and my problem is that some-

times I leave hints without knowing

[it.] If I find a girl dropping hints I

don’t want to shut her out, I want to

still be nice to her and I think that

sometimes gives people the idea that

I’m dropping hints.

How long does it take you to get over

a fight?

JM: With a girl it really depends on

how much their relationship means to

me. I have friends that I got mad at

that I don’t talk to anymore because

their friendship wasn’t that important

to me.

MM: With a guy, especially my clos-

est friends, I can probably talk to them

the next day or a couple days thereaf-

ter and everything will work out.

What does “I like you, but I don’t

want a boyfriend/girlfriend” mean?

JM: I like you but I’m not emotion-

ally ready to have a boyfriend right

now.

MM: I’d love to fool around with you

but I wouldn’t want to date you.

What is the worst thing about your

gender?

JM: For women I think the biggest

problem is the lack of initiative and

self-consciousness to get over the stan-

dards society has set for us. I think we

need to be more self-confident and

know that we can do exactly what men

can do.

MM: The worst thing about the male

gender is too much masculinity. I think

there’s a point that a man has to look

masculine, but for some guys it can

be their Achilles heel.

Should the toilet seat be left up or

down?

JM: Down. If you conclude the time

both sexes spend in the bathroom, the

majority of the time it’s left down.

Watch where you aim.

MM: Down. Well, either that or just

have an urinal installed.

Do you think there’s an image that

your gender has to protect?

JM: I think that women have to con-

tinue to portray a motherly image to

society. Men would be lost if women

lost their maternal instincts. Women

are protectors more than men think we

are.

MM: Yes, I think men have to be seen

as dominant and masculine and all of

these images because they get a lot of

their respect from that. And without

respect they lose their authority in the

workplace. You have to act the way

you want to be treated.

What does your sex want more than

anything?

JM: Love and harmony.

MM: Money and power.

Why do girls seem to like the bad

boys?

JM: Girls like the bad boys, and I

think boys like the bad girls because

we all want the rush of adrenaline and

we all want to experience the excite-

ment, and those bad boys and bad girls

aren’t going to be the ones that we end

up marrying.

Why is there a double standard that

straight men find gay men unattrac-

tive and find gay women attractive?

MM: There are a lot of men that are

turned off by gay men. It goes back to

the masculinity thing.

Would you ever want to be a stay at

home parent?

JM: I don’t personally really like stay

at home parents that much. I think with

the way society is,  it’s important that

our children not be at home and that

they are out in the world experienc-

ing things.

MM: Oh, I would love to be a stay at

home dad. I think there’s no better

thing in the world.

What is  your sex afraid of?

JM: Rejection.

MM: Not being successful. In every

sense.

What’s one thing you want to tell the

opposite sex?

JM: Guys, give yourselves and us a

break. Don’t be so hard on either of

us, be relaxed, open your minds be-

cause with the exception of a few, not

very many of you are willing to be

progressive in your thoughts.

MM: Not all men are like what you

see in the movies nowadays. Every

year gets better so don’t judge a guy

just because he’s in a fraternity, or

goes out and drinks, or goes to foot-

ball games. Don’t assume he’s a jerk.

Though they usually disagree, Matt MacNamara and Jessica Moody still

enjoy being with each other and laughing at their differences.

Photo by Angelina Colao
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Leon chorus visits the Big Apple

By Elizabeth Nelson

High Life Features Editor

When most freshmen start high

school, they’re apprehensive about

standing out. But Molly Johnson

would rather be unique than just an-

other face in the crowd.

Johnson, 14, has a distinctive style

that she describes as “different.” She

says she buys most of her clothes

from Goodwill because the clothes

at the mall don’t appeal to her. She

describes most of the girls who buy

their clothes at the mall as catty.

In addition to her eclectic style,

Johnson’s alternative music taste

adds to her overall off-beat persona.

She says Norah Jones is one of her

role models because she enjoys her

music and says that she “seems like

a good person.” Johnson also says

her musical-guilty pleasure is clas-

sical music.

But listening to music is not all

that Johnson likes to do. Johnson is

also a member of Girls Chorus and

enjoys singing first soprano. She was

also a member of the Raa Middle

School band in sixth and seventh

grade and a member of the chorus in

eighth grade.

Johnson says her love for singing

began when she was nine years old.

Johnson lived in England for a year

because of her father’s job dealing

with genetics, and while she was

there, she entered her school talent

show. She sang a song she had made

up and it was then she realized that

she loved performing.

Johnson hopes to attend college

outside of Florida and major in vocal

performance.

“I want to be a singer,” Johnson

said.

Eventually, Johnson wants to per-

form on Broadway. If she could

choose any part, she’d play Eliza

Doolittle in My Fair Lady. She has

never seen a Broadway show, but

hopes to see Rent and Wicked one day.

Chorus teacher Tabitha Hall is im-

pressed by Johnson’s participation

and attitude in her class.

“[Molly] is always smiling, and I

can tell she is passionate about mu-

sic,” Hall said.  She’s a real team

player. I am excited she’s in our cho-

rus family.”

Johnson describes herself as being

very individual.

“I just do stuff differently than most

people,” Johnson said.

Freshman Kaelie Taylor agrees.

“I can’t really describe it,” Taylor

said. “She’s more outgoing than other

people. She gets along with everyone.

She’s crazy and very nice.”

Johnson says she visits Europe fre-

quently. She has spent time in Ger-

many, Scotland and Ireland but she

likes Spain the best because of its

culture and its mild weather.

“It always seems to be a pleasant

temperature and [it’s] never rainy,”

Johnson said. “I also love the culture.

It is so open and accepting.”

That’s one of the reasons that

Johnson is enjoying her time at Leon.

“I love Leon because it’s so laid

back and not as popularity oriented

as middle school,” Johnson said.

And, of course, Johnson loves the

choral program because it gives her

the opportunity to do what she loves

best: sing.

“I love singing because it always

seems to challenge me, whether it’s a

note that I have trouble with or some

sort of rhythm that’s difficult,”

Johnson said.

Photo by Angelina Colao

Talented freshman has high hopes for the future

Freshman Molly Johnson shows off her wild side and her eclectic fash-

ion style during a break from her fifth period English class.

Taking a trip to New

York City and spending five

days there is something

many could only dream of

experiencing.

But chorus instuctor Dr.

Judy Arthur is giving her

students the opportunity to

live that dream.

They will do nothing but

eat out, see sites and enjoy

New York’s various forms

of entertainment, a once-in-

a-lifetime experience

“New York is the cultural

center of the U.S., where

[you can find] ballet, sym-

phony, Broadway, art and

more,” Arthur said.

Arthur feels that New

York has a lot to offer her

chorus students.

This is her fourteenth

time going to New York in

the 29 years she’s been with

Leon and she knows exactly

which places to go to get the

most out of the trip.

“We’re primarily going

for the New York experi-

ence, to see shows, go to

museums, restaurants and to

see things like cloisters (a

branch of metropolitan art)

and the St. Thomas Cathe-

dral (largest and most popu-

lar Cathedral today),”

Arthur said. “It’s educa-

tional, but totally fun.”

The trip will held April

16-21. Normally, the trip

takes place in December,

but it had to be bumped up

to April this year because of

the altered dates of other

school events.

Fifty-five people from

Leon, including 48 students

and seven adult chaperones,

will be going on the trip. It

has been taking place every

other year for the past 30

years and is geared toward

the juniors and seniors in

both the Capital Singers

Choir and the Opus XXX

Choir.

To say the students are

merely anticipating this event

would be an understatement.

“I’m really excited about

seeing the Broadway shows,”

said senior Sarah George,

who will be going to New

York for the second time.

“There’s a lot of variety [of

entertainment.]

“I’ve had from street- to

high-class dining. I’ve seen

Chicago, The Beach Boys’

Good Vibrations and I went

to the Holocaust museum. It

was all incredible.”

The chaperones attending

the trip include Arthur,

Tabitha Hall and parents,

many who have been to New

York before. Arthur purposely

chooses chaperones familiar

with New York for safety rea-

sons.

Millie Seckel, Leon’s cho-

ral choreographer of almost 27

years, is not only a previous

New Yorker for two years, but

was also in a Broadway show

and five off- Broadway shows.

“What attracted me about

New York was the excitement

of Broadway and shopping,

which are [both] fabulous,”

Seckel said.

The group will be taking a

charter bus to New York, and

even though it will take 22

hours to complete the drive, it

is a much more affordable op-

tion than flying.  Everyone

will be staying at the Belved-

ere Hotel, which has a great

location near all the tourist at-

tractions in New York.

Arthur is making sure her

students will have many

Chorus heads to

New York to expe-

rience the  sights,

shows and sensa-

tions of the city

that never sleeps.

memories of New York after

the trip. Broadway shows

they will be seeing include A

Chorus Line, Wicked, The

Color Purple, Rent and The

Fantasticks.

“I want them to experi-

ence the art of music and

have a good musical experi-

ence and social element with

their friends,”  Arthur said.

“I get a lot of pleasure from

their reactions to New York.

My students are so funny and

I love watching them grow

up.”

The $940 each of the stu-

dents paid to attend the trip

will cover the cost of the stu-

dents’ charter bus, the hotel

(at $190 a night), food and

entertainment.

Seckel says the students

will have a thrilling experi-

ence.

“New York is always busy,

fast-paced and never slows

down,” Seckel said. “It’s a

fun place to visit.”
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Naftzinger’s unique qualties charm all

Junior Jeff Naftzinger has

lived in Tallahassee his en-

tire life. Or so he hopes.

“I think I’ve always lived

here,” Naftzinger said. “I am

actually not too sure.”

These poignant words are

some of the oodles of notes

received from an interview

with Naftzinger.

Naftzinger has directed

several short films and has

starred in a few of his own.

“I like to tell stories,”

Naftzinger said. “It’s fun. I

think that’s why I like mak-

ing movies so much.

“Mostly I direct,

Naftzinger said. “I mean I’d

act if I had to but I truly just

want to be a director.”

Naftzinger’s hobbies are

varied, with interests in mu-

sic, specifically hip-hop, and

a trained eye for fashionable

shoes.

“I think shoes are the ac-

cessory I enjoy the most,”

Naftzinger said. “I have a

varied collection, some Air

Jordan’s, some Adidas; I

manage a pretty classy group

of shoes.”

For his upcoming senior

year, Naftzinger plans to run

for student body president,

something he is confident he

can handle.

“I think it would be really

interesting to be president,”

Naftzinger said. “I’m not that

interested in politics I really

only started paying attention

to what was going on this

year. I don’t know, I guess I

just want to be president.”

Naftzinger also has a

fondness for cars, at least one

car in particular.

“Let’s see, what are my fa-

vorite things,” Naftzinger

said. “I’d probably have to

say my 1992 Volvo. I bought

it with the money that I got

from my Bar Mitzvah.”

Naftzinger’s interests

don’t stop there.

“I really like boneless buf-

falo wings,” Naftzinger said.

“I like spicy food a lot. And I

like chicken. The only thing

wrong with regular buffalo

wings is that the bone ob-

structs your eating pleasure.

That’s why boneless wings

are so perfect.”

Naftzinger’s friends, who

are similar in their fondness

for him, explain the appeal

of being one of Naftzinger’s

cohorts.

“Jeff, I’ve been friends

with Jeff since the third

grade,” junior John Henry

Graves said. “We pretty

much do everything together.

We can make a day of it.

Most people don’t know this

about Jeff,  but he’s a tiger

with the ladies. He’s not

afraid to ‘go there,’ wherever

there is. That’s what I admire

about Jeff. He also has a phe-

nomenal WOW (World of

Warcraft) character.”

Junior John Frank agrees.

“I’m really jealous of his

video game abilities,” Frank

said. “Oh, and his shoe col-

lection. He’s got a really

sweet shoe collection. Let’s

see. Jeff Naftzinger, what is

he? He’s frail, he’s pale. He

turns red in the sun. He likes

rap a lot.”

Naftzinger also possesses

very relateable interests.

“I really like Bill Murray,”

Naftzinger said. “I like his

more recent stuff, The Life

Aquatic and Lost in Transla-

tion. I also really enjoy the

film, The Royal Tenenbaums.

If I had a dog, I’d name him

Royal in honor of The Royal

Tenenbaums. Oh and the

Departed with Leonardo

DiCaprio, that was really

well done.”

Like most other upper-

classmen, Naftzinger has

made goals he hopes to ac-

complish by the time he ex-

its Leon’s hallowed halls.

“I’d really like to go to

film school at Florida State

University,” Naftzinger said.

“They have one of the best

film programs in the coun-

try. I’d also like to go to space

one day. I’d never be an as-

tronaut, but I’d go to space,

once I’ve become a director

and I’m rich.”

One aspect of Naftzinger’s

personality that most are fa-

miliar with is his religious af-

filiation; Naftzinger is Jew-

ish.

“I’m a reformed Jew,”

Naftzinger said. “I only go to

temple twice a year. I’m not

a very good Jew, but I am a

jew.”

Aside from his movie

making endeavors,

Naftzinger also participates

in a variety of clubs at Leon.

“Let’s see, I’m in Student

Government Association,

Thespians, Disc Golf and

Yoga,” Naftzinger said. “I’m

not really in Yoga, but you

can say I am. I’m Mrs.

Dzurik’s favorite student.

You can ask her.”

Naftzinger is also in-

volved in a variety of after-

school activities.

“I like to nap after school,”

Naftzinger said. “I like to

play WOW (level 60 war-

lock). I sometimes play

Nintendo DX. One of my fa-

vorite games is Yoshi’s Is-

land. I occasionally do some

homework.”

Charity work is another

notch on the pole that is Jeff

Naftzinger’s life.

“I donated 12 and a half

inches [of hair] to Locks of

Love last year,” Naftzinger

said. “It was a good thing to

do.”

On the weekends,

Naftzinger spends time with

his father who flies back and

forth from Chicago to Talla-

hassee just to visit.

“My  dad’s company pays

for him to fly into Tallahas-

see every weekend so he can

stay with me,” Naftzinger

said. “We have a grand old

time. He teaches me how to

grill things.”

A little known fact about

Naftzinger is that he pos-

sesses a fondness for ani-

mals.

“I have a cat named

Boomer,” Naftzinger said.

“He’s pretty chill. I think my

favorite animal would have

to be Georgia Stahl’s Ger-

man Shepard, Greta. That is

one cool dog.”

Most  of  Naftzinger’s

friends went out of their way

to mention his more shining

qualities. Junior Becca

Deterding was no exception.

“Jeff is the coolest guy

ever,” Deterding said. “He’s

so stylish.”

Like most mortals,

Naftzinger has chosen a par-

ticular person to model his

life after. This special being

just happens to be former

Leon student Ross Putnam.

“I’m pretty sure that Ross

Putnam is my hero/idol,”

Naftzinger said. “He pos-

sesses all of the qualities that

I, myself, wish to possess.”

Yet another Naftzinger

fan, Sam Doxsee, says what

an honor it is to be related to

such a guy.

“Jeff ’s a good guy, I

guess,” Doxsee said. “Let’s

see, what can I say about Jeff.

We’re actually related. My

second cousin just married

his mom’s aunt or something

like that. We’re pretty much

second cousins. We do lots

of stuff together. We go and

feed homeless guys. That’s

not true, but you can say that

if you want.”

“HE’S FRAIL, HE’S PALE AND

HE TURNS  RED IN THE SUN.”
- JUNIOR JOHN FRANK

Jeff Naftzinger keeps his seventh period class laughing as he models his hip clothing.

Photo by Angelina Colao
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Be the first to bring your finished sudoku to room 108-J and get your name in next month’s paper.

Last month’s winner was math teacher Jeremy Gardner

Fill in the grid so that every row,

every column, and every 3 x 3 box

contains the digits 1 through 9. Make

sure that no digit is repeated within

any row, column or box.

S
U
D
O
K
U

Instructions

A few thoughts from Tim Merlau. . .
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MacNamara stays focused

No. 1

By AnnaLaura Rehwinkel

High Life Sports Editor

By Ashira Morris

High Life Sports Writer

It’s amazing to me that

each time I’m looking for

an idea for my column,

one falls into my lap by

way of the amazing talent

of our student-athletes.

Every time I’m looking

for something exciting to

fill my column inches, I

hear the latest in an apparently never-ending series of

Leon’s sports accomplishments.

This time I’m bringing you news of the Dodge Sun-

shine Cup All-Sports awards and how Leon, yet again,

swept the awards categories.

Six-hundred and fifty schools are members of the

Florida High School Athletic Association. These schools

are divided into six classifications based on school

size—the bigger the school, the higher the number,

which ranges from 1A to 6A.

Leon finished the fall sports season ranked as the No.

1 public school athletic program in the state of Florida

for all classifications.

“This means that our kids and our coaches are doing

great things for Leon High School,” Athletic Director

Mark Feely said.  “And our reputation all over the state

remains, that we are one of the premier high schools

not only in the state, but in the nation.”

We finished with 257 points, behind only Jackson-

ville Bolles with 301 points and Ft. Lauderdale St. Tho-

mas Aquinas with 286 points, both large private schools.

These points are awarded based on the school’s finish

in FHSAA State series in each sport in their specific

classification.

Because of its size, Leon belongs in the 5A classifi-

cation. This year, we placed third for the girls sports

program and second for the boys program. Leon placed

third overall out of 650 for the Dodge Sunshine Cup

All-Sports Award.

Feely regards this as an important honor and as a

message to our community that Leon is, and always

will be, among the best of the best.

“This just validates what most of us already know.

Our students are special. Our coaches are special,” Feely

said. “Our administration, faculty and staff are very sup-

portive. I’m proud to be a Leon Lion.”

He also sees this as a chance to show those who have

doubted it in the past, that Leon will always come out

on top.

“We have a great school and I hate to hear [other-

wise]. Folks like to talk about what’s wrong or bro-

ken,” Feely said. “When you don’t do well folks let

you know. Guess what? When we succeed, I’m going

to let them know.”

Matthew MacNamara,

18, loves the relationships

and teamwork that are es-

sential to crew.

His favorite parts of crew

are his friends and team-

mates, who he says he un-

derstands on a different level

than his other friends.

“You really have to stay

together,” MacNamara said.

“It’s a sport where you rely

on your teammates.”

Through crew, he has also

learned many important val-

ues, including the true

meaning of responsibility

and commitment.

Without a good sense of

these values, it would be im-

possible to excel at crew.

The time and commitment it

takes causes many people to

quit, but MacNamara has

stuck with it. He feels that it

was worth it, and has en-

joyed the entire experience.

The team practices at

least six times a week, either

in the gym on rowing ma-

chines, called ergs or on the

water in the boats. The

workouts on the rowing ma-

chines in the gym can be

pretty intense.

MacNamara recently re-

turned from a competition

where participants com-

peted for the best times on

these machines. There were

no boats and no water, just

rowing machines. He placed

first out of 140.

MacNamara admits that

the routine can be strenuous,

but knows that the hard

work will pay off.

Head coach Dan

Newman has been working

with MacNamara since his

freshman year.

MacNamara’s maturity

stood out to Newman from

day one.

“He came in very mature,

intelligent, and mentally

tough,” Newman said.

“He’s always been that

way.”

Winning is obviously im-

portant to MacNamara. He

stays focused by keeping his

mind on the prize: a first

place finish.

Leon has a tradition of

athletic excellence and the

crew team is a major part of

that. This year hasn’t been

any different.

On Nov. 4, the team trav-

eled to Chattanooga to race

in the Head of the Hooch

competition on the

Chattahoochee River. Out

of the 50 competing teams,

Leon placed second.

They currently hold the

state title, which

MacNamara hopes that they

will be able to defend. Even

though there are around fifty

teams who compete in the

state competition,

MacNamara thinks they

have a good chance of win-

ning.

“We have a good group

of guys who want to win,”

he said.

In the sport of rowing, in

each boat, there are eight

rowers and one coxswain.

The coxswain’s job is to

keep all the rowers together,

encourage the team, and

steer the boat.

“They’re the brains of the

boat. We just row,”

MacNamara said.

There are two categories

for competition: heavy-

weight and lightweight.

Technically, Leon’s rowers

should be in the lightweight

category, but they race in the

heavyweight division,

which is faster and more

competitive.

Leon races four boats at

each meet, which is called a

regatta. MacNamara has

been racing in the first boat

since his sophomore year.

All freshmen, regardless of

their talent, row in a boat

together their first year.

At the average regatta, the

team shows up and hears the

typical pep talk from

Newman. Then, they warm

up and “drink lots and lots

of water.”

In crew, there aren’t any

second chances. There is

one race and one chance to

come in first, which can be

nerve-wracking.

“Each race, it gets easier

with experience,”

MacNamara said. “But

there’s still a lots of nerves.”

As a senior, it is

MacNamara’s last year on

the Leon crew team. He

doesn’t plan on continuing

rowing in college. Instead,

he is going to stay focused

on his education and “give

[his] body a rest.”

MacNamara hopes to ma-

jor in finance, then go to law

school and become a sports

agent.

Senior crew captain keeps his eyes on the prize

Senior Matthew MacNamara has been a member of Leon Crew since he was a freshman.

Photo courtesy of Matthew MacNamara

Leon athletic program

top-ranked among

public schools in state
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By Terrance Riggins

High Life Sports Writer

Bennett tries for the perfect pitch
Future TCC baseball player and star pitcher hoping to make it big

A varsity softball player takers her turn in the batting cage at a recent practice.
Photo by Kyle Muller

After suffering through a

disappointing season in

2006, softball coach Windy

Jones has high hopes for

2007 considering the assort-

ment of talent that can be

found on this year’s team.

The lone senior on the

softball team is Kara Keith,

who has been a catcher for

the last three seasons but will

pitch this year. Along with

her position change, Keith

has been voted team captain

by her teammates.

 “She’s been working real

hard,” Jones said. “She’s ex-

pected to do well this year.”

Junior Kristen Kline, a

pitcher and leftfielder, will

also serve as a team captain.

The lefthander will bat in the

lead-off position.

Junior Brittney Folsom

will play right field. She al-

ways has a smile on her face,

according to Jones, and is

expected to have a great year.

Junior Allison Ashcroft is

the starting first baseman.

She was one of the leading

offensive players last year.

Ashcroft always finds a way

to get on base, according to

Jones.

Junior Ashley Jackson has

moved from shortstop to sec-

ond base.

“She’s been working real

hard and hopefully she’ll

play well in the middle-end

field,” Jones said.

One player moving up

from the junior varsity is jun-

ior Stephanie Davis. She is

hard working, according to

Jones. Davis will be sharing

second base responsibilities

with Jackson.

Shauna Walsh is another

player who has moved up

from the junior varsity.

Walsh will share pitching re-

sponsibilities with Kline.

Jones hopes that Walsh will

continue to be the dominat-

ing pitcher she was last year.

One of the more quiet

players on the varsity team,

according to Jones, is sopho-

more Kate Goff, the starting

catcher and a player that

Jones considers to be a

strong batter.

Sophomore Jessica

Hartsfield is the starting third

baseman. Last year, while on

junior varsity, Hartsfield hit

two grand slams.

“She has a lot of pop in her

bat,” Jones said.

The lone freshman on the

team is Jordan Smallwood,

who is starting in left field.

Jones has high expectations

for Smallwood.

“I’m very excited about

her,” Jones said. “I’m expect-

ing a lot out of her in the next

four years.”

Two other players on the

team are junior Angie

Petrizzo, an outfielder; and

freshman Tira Bacon, a first

and second baseman.

Jones says she is looking

forward to district play.

“Districts games will be

the toughest,” Jones said.

“Lincoln and Chiles are our

two biggest rivals and we are

hoping to do well against

them.”

Jones’ competitiveness

may motivate the team to do

better this season.

“I’m a very competitive

person,” Jones said. “I expect

to win and I love to win.”

By Ashira Morris

High Life Sports Writer

Dan Bennett recently achieved one

of his major goals in baseball. He has

signed with Tallahassee Community

College to play baseball on a scholar-

ship.

Bennett pitches for Leon and will

be celebrating his fourteenth season

playing baseball. When Bennett was

four, he started playing Little League

baseball because his brother was also

involved in the sport.

Growing up playing with his

brother and his friends, Bennet devel-

oped a passion for the game. That pas-

sion only increased when he started

playing for the junior varsity team at

Leon his freshman year.

“My first impression of him was

that he had a lot of potential. He was

a fiery competitor,” said Coach Aaron

Clark.

By his sophomore year, Bennett

was playing for the varsity team. Now,

as a senior, he seems to have fulfilled

the potential that Clark originally saw.

His scholarship from TCC is definitely

proof.

Because he signed before Leon’s

season began, he doesn’t have to

worry about his individual statistics or

performance. Instead, he can work

more on being part of the team.

Although it may seem that the

pitcher is separate from the rest of the

fielders, Bennett doesn’t usually feel

isolated. However, at times, when he

is pitching well, he is so focused that

he tunes out all distractions.

“I’m always trying to make the per-

fect pitch. But once it’s thrown, you

can’t look back on the past,” Bennett

said.

Concentration is an extremely im-

portant skill for a pitcher, and it is one

of Bennett’s strengths. Before each

game, he sets goals in order to focus

and have a target to aim for.

Zack Easton, 18, has played base-

ball with Bennett since they were 11

and played on the same Little League

team with him.

“He’s a hard worker,” Easton said.

“He was always a perfectionist.”

For Bennett, the most challenging

part of pitching is mastering all of the

different pitches. After four years of

high school experience, he can throw

fastballs, curve balls and change-ups

with confidence. His best pitch is his

curve ball.

“I’m comfortable throwing it in

tough situations,” Bennett said.

During tough situations, such as

when the bases are loaded or a runner

is about to score, Bennett stays calm

and reminds himself that he has a good

defense.

“I know I can count on my team,”

Bennett said.

When he’s not pitching, he plays the

infield position of shortstop. However,

he says the pitching position is his fa-

vorite because of the power the pitcher

has.

“You’re in control of the game.

Nothing starts until you pitch,”

Bennett said.

In the future, Bennett’s dream is to

play through college and play profes-

sional baseball. However, he keeps his

sports dreams in perspective.

“It’s not everything,” Bennett said.

“I would get a job in sports coaching

if I don’t make it.”

Ideally, Bennett would like to play

for the Atlanta Braves or the New York

Yankees.

Bennett enjoys watching baseball

games. Part of his inspiration to play

baseball came from the games he

watched on TV as a young boy.

His baseball role model is Nolan

Ryan, a pitcher who played for the

California Angels. Bennett admires

him not only because he was a great

pitcher, but also for his humble atti-

tude.

Over the four years Bennett has

played baseball for Leon, he has

changed and matured.

Bennett is a role model for many of

the member of the baseball team. He

is regarded as a team leader, both by

Clark and Easton.

“He’s much more of a team player,”

said Clark. “He understands the men-

tal aspect of the game.”

Dan Bennett will be attending TCC in the fall on a baseball scholarship.
Photo by Holly Johnson
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By AnnaLaura Rehwinkel

High Life Sports Editor

Senior Michaela Spires apparently

does not believe in taking it easy.

   This year alone, she has been in-

volved in both club and Leon var-

sity soccer and the Leon girls

weightlifting team. She is an active

member of her church and its youth

group, has been active in Key Club

and drama, and is dancing in Leon’s

upcoming Grand Reunion.

Later this month, she’ll be gear-

ing up for flag football season, one

of her favorite activities and one of

Leon’s most successful athletic pro-

gram

Spires became interested in flag-

football after playing on her fresh-

man powderpuff football team. She

had grown up watching the sport and

playing in pick-up games at her

church.

“It’s a sport that practically every-

one already knows the rules to and

if you’re already somewhat athleti-

cally inclined, you can do pretty

well,” she said.

Spires certainly has done well.

Last year, she was named All-Big

Bend for both of her starting posi-

By Terrance Riggins

High Life Sports Writer

With a lineup made up of

some of the best players in the

Big Bend area and a sched-

ule filled with teams that have

won state championships,

Leon tennis is expected to

have one of its best seasons

yet.

“This is the best tennis

schedule that we’ve had in my

five years as head coach,”

Kevin Record said. “And I

don’t think there is a better

schedule in the state of

Florida.”

There will be some tough

competition for the team

when they travel to Jackson-

ville to play The Bolles

School and Nease. Bolles is

the defending  2A state Cham-

pions.

The team had an opportu-

nity to play Bolles last year

and although they weren’t

able to beat them, it was a

tough enough match that

Bolles wanted to play Leon

again.

“It’s quite an honor to play

a school that’s got as much

tradition and excellence as

Bolles,” Record said. “We

want to be the best, so it helps

to play against the best.”

Other teams included on

the schedule are: Choctaw,

the best team in Leon’s re-

gion; Winter Park and Cel-

ebration High School, two of

the best teams in Orlando;

Booker T. Washington High

School in Pensacola; and the

defending 3-A state champi-

ons, Gainesville High School.

With these tough matches

fast approaching, Record has

his starting players, five boys

and girls, ready for the com-

petition.

The No. 1 boys player is

senior Andrew Green, who

Record describes as a “fero-

cious” competitor.  He is ex-

tremely fast, the leader of the

team and he possesses a huge

forehand.  Last year, he was

named to the All-Big Bend

first team.

The No. 2 spot goes to

sophomore Robbie Epstein.

Epstein is a tough player to

beat and his main strength is

his consistency.

The most patient player on

the team, according to

Record, is junior Max Shep-

herd.  He rarely misses a shot

and competes extremely well.

The most athletic player on

the team is senior Kyle

Record.  As well as taking the

No. 4 spot  on the tennis team,

Kyle is an extremely accom-

plished golfer and soccer

player.  He was the Wendy’s

Heisman winner for Leon.

With her many accom-

plishments it’s no wonder se-

nior Holly Johnson is the No.

1 player on the girls team.

“Holly is the best female

tennis player in the history of

Leon High School,” Record

said.

Not only is Johnson the

best player in the school,

Record believes she might

possibly be the best player in

the Big Bend, regardless of

gender.

She has elevated the tennis

program to unprecedented

heights, according to Record,

and her excellent tennis skills

are the reason why she signed

a full tennis scholarship with

Virginia Tech.

Senior Lane Turkle will

play No. 1 doubles with

Johnson. Her skills have got-

ten better every year and this

season is expected to be her

best one yet, according to

Record.

Junior Dominique

Cognetta is responsible for

helping Leon clinch its re-

gional title two years ago.

“She’s been one of our

most reliable singles players,”

Record said.

The most improved player

on the girls teams is junior

Carilyn Powers, who is an

outstanding doubles player

and isn’t afraid to come to the

net.

A girl who is expected to

play a vital role on the team

this year is senior Maggie

Arrington.

“I fully expect the girls to

contend for a state champion-

ship,” Record said. “The boys

will have a tough time win-

ning the regional title, but if

they do advance to the state

tournament, it will be a great

accomplishment.”

tions, wide receiver and linebacker.

Flag football coach  Jeff Martin

seems to considers those honors be-

fitting of someone with her talent and

athleticism.

“Michaela is a very determined

athlete,” Martin said. “She goes 100

percent at every play.  [She is] one

of the best all- around female ath-

letes in this school.

She enjoys playing both offensive

and defensive positions because they

allow her to contribute in all areas

of the game.

“I like playing both,” Spires said.

“Linebacker is fun because I can read

people and I can see what the quar-

terback is going to do. But offense is

fun too because you can help people

score.”

Although she misses last year’s

seniors, like Bekki Haggarman and

Morgan Lewis, she is excited about

this year’s crop of newcomers, in-

cluding her younger sister, freshman

Alea Spires. There is also quite a bit

of returning talent with juniors

Susanna Zorn, Chelsea Parmer and

Stephanie Hunter.

“There is a lot of athleticism with

the returners,” Spires said. “The

newcomers look promising too.”

Because she is one of the only se-

niors, Michaela Spires is looking

forward to stepping up and being a

leader for this year’s team.

“One of the things I’m excited for

this year, is leading the team with the

other returners,” she said.

Martin is also hoping to see Spires

take a leadership role.

“She will be one of the only se-

nior players on the team, so she will

be one of our leaders,” Martin said.

Practices and games begin after

President’s Day, Feb. 19. Spires en-

joys practices because “the coaches

make it fun” and more time is spent

playing the game and getting better.

Spires hopes that this year will be

one of the best yet and is ready for

the fun of the season to start.

“It’s a serious sport, but you get

to have fun and hang out,” she said.

Spires aspires to lead

Tennis looks forward to challenging schedule

Senior Michaela Spires has always been interested in athletics.

The boys varsity tennis team is looking forward to a successful spring season.
Photo courtesy of Suzanne Cognetta

                                                                   Photo courtesy of Michaela Spires
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  Athlete of the Month

Junior Dylan Harris is this issue’s Athlete of Month. This season, Har-

ris, the star goalie of the varsity boys soccer team, broke the school’s

record with 21 shutouts in a single season. His goals-against average was

less than one goal per game, an outstanding record for any goalie. Harris’

season highlight came when he saved three penalty kicks in the regional

semifinal game against Wolfson High school.

Picture courtesy of Leon soccer website

By Ashira Morris and

Terrance Riggins

High Life Sports Writers

After an extraordinary season, the

boys soccer team lost to Niceville

1-0 in the regional finals.

The game’s lone goal was scored

on a penalty kick in the last minute

of overtime. In order to advance to

the regional finals, the Lions de-

feated Pace 3-0 and Wolfson (3-1 on

penalty kicks). Their final record

was an impressive 24-4-3. Goalie

Dylan Harris recorded a school-

record 21 shutouts.

Girls Weightlifting

The girls weightlifting team got

off to a slow start this year, but still

had a decent season.

Their final record was 2-3, with

two solid wins over Maclay. At the

regional competition, two juniors

qualified for state, but opted to not

go.

Next year, head coach Matt Will-

iams hopes that Leon will send a

team of girls to the state competi-

tion. Michaela Spires, Alea Spires,

Caitlin Doerr, Kaleigh Jowers,

Casey MacGuire and Beeta

Razazaden were all standouts on the

team.

Girls Basketball

The girls basketball team beat

Mosley 44-39 to claim the District

2-5A championship. They crushed

Chiles 60-20 in the district semifi-

nals. Niceville beat Leon 44-38 to

end the Lions season in regional

competition.

“It was a very exciting season,”

head coach Adolf Hicks said. “We

learned a lot.”

Boys Basketball

The boys basketball season ended

during the opening round of the dis-

trict tournament against Mosley. Al-

though Leon opened the game with

an 11-4 lead, Mosley eventuall took

control of the game and won by six

points.

End of the season

means end of line

for Rice’s seniors
As the winter sports season

officially draws to a close,  both

boys and girls basketball end their

seasons in playoffs and boys soccer

loses in the regional finals


