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Leon loses top teache

By Danielle Spisso
High Life News Editor

Marsha Click, beloved teacher|
colleague and friend, passed away ¢
Feb. 7, and though it goes witho
saying, she will be missed by the st
dents and friends whose lives s
touched.

Click taught Diversified Career
Training at Leon for 26 years and wa
recently awardedleacher of th&¥ear
for 2006-07.

Brianna Kelly who had Click for
less than a yeathought she was the
perfect candidate for the award.

“She was a wonderful teacher
Kelly said. “I'm glad | got to meet
her”

Click was diagnosed with breas
cancer 12 years ago but continued
teach up until the last months of her _ o :
life. Marsha Click and Principal Rocky Hanna celebrated the holidays.

“She never let anything stop ker had, never wasting a moment.”

Winterfest is ready to rock again

and a true life example of how im
friend and colleague Betsy Fisher Click was very active in the com- portant community service is,” Prin-

said. “It didnt matter how sick she munity, participating in countless cipal Rocky Hanna said. “She was
was, she always had a high eger Breast Cancer walks and fundraisersrue ambassador for humanity an
She made great use of the time she“She was arallying cry for our kids encouraged us to do the same in o

own lives.”

On Feb. 9, teachers and students
gathered together in rememberance
of Click. Participants walked around
the track for 12 minutes, represent-
ing the number of ye& Click suf-
fered from breast cangeavith music
playing and the sunrising in the back-
ground.

“It was a great feeling to see ev-
eryone gathering together and re-
membering a wonderful woman,”
junior Coral Burnaman said.

There was also a memorial service
for friends and family on the follow-
ing Saturday

Click will be remembered as a
generous, compassionate and posi-
tive role model for students and
teachers alike, but most of all, she

Photo courtesy of Leon web sitaVill be remembered as one of the

greatest teachers Leon has seen.

“The courage and faith she dem-
onstrated was amazing,” Hanna said.
“In a world where heroes are hard to
?nd, those of us at Leon High School
a}dn’t have to look far

Clubs and bands ppae for the first full-fledged celebration since 2004

By Michael McKinnon

High Life NewsWriter first names on the list.

paring for a trip to the booth. He was one of thee waiting for themThe Inter Club Council,
(ICC) has reportedly planned to order 1,000 ham-

“It was like me jumping dfthe airplane,” burgers from McDonald,s and much more food
Winterfest returns this yeataking place on Hanna said. “I really didt’sign up for it, but it and drinks to feed the 2,000 students who popu-

Feb. 23and the students and faculty plannelksoks like I'm going to be doing it.” late Leon
are making sure that this yéaifestivities will

be some that every student will enjoy

Other events returning this year will be the Student Governmentice President and Chair
very popular three-on-three basketball tournaian of ICC Christine Kessler described the ef-

The two-and-a-half hour event is scheduledent, held on the tennis courts by the senior bovidrts of the members putting on the event.

to be held from 12:27-2:52p.m..

which students can sign up for by forming their “We’re making sure everythirgfree,” Kessler

All of the most popular events will be returnewn teams. Free riéds will be held, which will said. “It's a celebrationThis year nobody has to

ing, including the Bungee Run, a 20-foot giahtave many prizes for students to win, includingay.”
slide, the mechanical bull, an obstacle course asdtificates for fee activities at Fuma8on.
more.

The past two years Leon High School was
TheWinterfest battle of the bands will be makdubbed a “B” school for their performance on

Another event also returning this year is theg an appearance again this year showcasing the FCAT andWinterfests theme was altered to
dunk tank, which will be graced by some afusical talents of some of Leanstudent bands. a rallying call for the schoa’population to re-
Leon’s faculty and stéfor the enjoyment of its The musical acts, in past years, have representeh to the prominent “A” status.

students. groups from all spectrums of music, including
Members of the faculty and stafve already Rock, Hip-Hop, Hardcore, Pop and R&B.

signed up to participate, including Coadron  Once released from class, the students

Clark and Principal Rocky Hanna. Hanna is prigavel to the lower fields, where refreshments

Jflease se®VINTERFEST, p. 4
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February is not the only monthfqr, I‘PYBing and

life. Family, friends and even acquaintances nefd
affection in any wayshape or form.
Love is an essential human ne€dough you

| |
may only want to show it to one person, othefs r I I l d I I l
need it too.

When one gets a boyfriend or girlfriend, h

or she tends to fget about their friend¥es, a - .to a ha t

new relationship is exciting, but the other friends

shouldnt be pushed aside. Show them some §fBy Eden Joyner _

fection and let them know they still have a plageHigh Life Editorin-Chief

in your heart. Because if this ngexciting rela-

tionship ends, it'll be those friends you'll de In the 195_05’ t_hey blam_e’d

By Kelsey $evens pend on sexual promiscuity on Elvis

High Life Editorial Editor ' . . , pelvis. In the 1980s, it was
Teenagers, in the haze of their busy lives, fq Patrick Swayze dirty danc-

Love comes in many forms such ag€t about their families. Or maybe they just ig ing that created rebelliou
sibling love, the déction shown to fam- Nore them. | caw’say that | dor’completely ;.0 . 06rs. Now they ar
in or friends and disconnected love. Bufgnore my far_nﬂy for friends and_ other _afte_r b|aming sex, even rape, 0
ing the month of Februaryomance is School acquaintances, but once in a while, it Shigh school dances.
the only form that seems to mattBut 900d to show them love. Most parents love thelir “c5cerned parents across the country have requestd that
is it really meant for just one month? |§hildren no matter what, and though it may sedmo0| dances be canceled due to the “freaky” dancinglthey
it really the most important form of love7ike they are trying to embarrass us at every Ulg|jege promotes sexual behavibhe “concerned parents

After February passes, love stops b&€yre notThey deserve unconditional love iff g has finally infectedallahassee and our high schdol
ing felt like it previously had been. It"€turn. - dances are now at risk.
doesnt sstops existing, & just not as My general point is this: whether your co After chaperoning the 2006 Football Homecoming dafice,
strongAfter all, Valentines Day isnt the nection with someone is brotherfiendly, dis-  § several parents called Principal Rocky Hanna and dpm-
only day of the year when it is approprit@nt or romantic, show them that you carg.plained about the risqué dancing. Some of them redgbm-
ate to show someone that you care. SPread the love to those close to you. For in tifisnended canceling the dances, but even more proposgd an

And that love doeshstrictly have to World, you'll never be sure how long you'll havd] alternative form, such as line dancing or swing dancing.
be shown to that special person in youi Although oganized dancing is sweet and kind of cutd, it

is the most impractical plan | have ever heard bé hand-
ful of students who will show up to a “Sock-Hop” is nofp-
. ing compared to the normal 500-person attendance.
L ette rS to th e E d Ito r Only 110 students came to the most recent dance becguse,
in part, they were warned of the “dancing rule” that wogild
be putinto dect.As one of the few who attended the dange,

These last few weeks labout it. What I'm saying It seems in every clasg] | was a first-hand witness to the extreme conditions orjthe
have attended a Leon socis, at least do somethingtheres always the one persorf dance floorlf a girl and boy touched—even accidentall
cer game and a Leon basabout it. Dont just sit or who is only there for atten-J they were automatically taken away and received a gern
ketball game and one thingstand there and complain. tion. They interrupt the class| talking to. Obviouslythey mean business.
really stood out. Hardly ShelbyWhite and make complete fools ouf ~ Canceling dances such as prom and homecoming ig un-
anyone showed up to sup- of themselves. Of coursef Necessary and severéhat should be the very last optiof,
port the LionsAt the soc-  Recently | went to the theres always time for fun, | NOt the first plan of action taken when parents get feq up
cer game, the Regionalboys soccer game inbut these people just need t§ With our dancing. Concerned parents might do well to ust
quarterfinals, more thanNiceville. The team played stop annoying others. tglk to their k'd.s’ asa tee.r_ndems,lon to be sexually actie
half of the stands werean amazing game, even Bridget Wesson likely has nothing to do with how they dance at school
empty | play football and with the bad calls and hor
they get tons of support, butrible officiating. The Lions

. . . to
what about the others?  held Niceville to overtime A K
Justin Epstein where, in my opinion, a Send letter s to the e
P : y op : editor to ing major decisions for other parents, something that n’
bogus penalty kick gave
When you walk through them the game. Our Lions leonhighlife Bottom line, agree or disagree, like it or not, our darfes
the hall t likel 9
e halls, you most fikely played a great game and @gmail.com are at stake. | want to be able to go to prom next yearfo |,
hear at least one complainhave never been more g ' for one, am going to tone my dancing down. Clearly they
about Leon. But what you proud to be a Leon Lion. . are serious about this new rule, so it is up to the stullent
don't hear or see is some-  Amelia Woodworth Limit to 100 wor ds body whether or not we will be having a prom to look fpr
one trying to do something - _/ | ward to next year
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February News
Students get second chanc

Failing students now have a way to asstlreir
graduation using two innovative technique

puterbased, and self-pacedRickards High School, and
The student must completd&pting said that it has defi-
one task or assignment beforeitely benefited the students

Students who are falling going onto the next. there. It is also now active a
behind in their high school = gy working in this class, Leon High School, and it is
credits now have two optionsthe student can earn two oneslanned to be started at the
that will possibly allow them hajf credits, one half credit forother high schools in Leon
to graduate on time. _the failed class and one-halCounty within the next year

One opportunity is a credit cregit in what is called “Criti-  The other opportunity is
retrieval program that tgets ca| Thinking Skills.” This the GED exit option, which
primarily freshmen and se-makes up for the semester this available only to seniors
student failed in the requiredvho should graduate on time
If a student fails a semes—|a3ss and the missed electivéaut cant because of certain

can be taken out of an elecgents work with software GED stands for “Graduate’ " > ocont WOTKS diligently on the new computerpro-

tive and placed in a class denased on the class they failedEquivalency Diploma,” gram designed to help failing studentsegain their GPA.
signed to help their situation.For example, if a student failsvhich means the student mas- |f the senior can pass bottchool’ on it.”

The program was designedenglish, the subject of thetered equivalent, or similar the reading and math FCA  This means that the student
with freshmen as the top pri-software is English. requirements for a regular di-2nd the GED test, they can gewill also be able to march in
ority, followed by seniors.  Tjs helpful program wasploma. a standard Leon County dithe graduation ceremony with
Statistics show that a studentyroposed by Leon County To graduate, a senior needBloma. his or her classmates, which
who falls behind early is lesssyperintendent of School®4 credits and a 2.0 @PIf “It gives you all the rights Epting said is a major reason
likely to graduate on time, sojackie Pons and is greatlyhey do not meet these re@nd privileges of a regularsome seniors may choose to
getting the freshmen back onsypported byssistant Prin- quirements, they will not Leon High School diploma,” take this option.
track is mostimportant. How- cjpa| Billy Epting. graduate with their class-EPting said. “There are no Florida also has one of the
ever it is also available for «aj it would take is one matesThe students can comdlindrances with this diplomalower graduation rates.
sophomores and juniors,stydent to be successful for iback for a fifth yearbut Whenitcomes to jobs or get- “Anyway we can improve
though there are only 75 toyg he worthwhile,” Epting Epting said the GED exit op-ting into schools. It acts as at, it can always be bettér
80 seats available. said. tion will probably be the more regular diploma. It just Epting said.

This new class is com-  This course is available apopular choice. doesnt say ‘Leon High
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By Kyle Muller
High Life All-PagesWriter

Local scholarship saves student

L)

° -

:And th@ominegs.
The number of scholarshipsfefed to high e .
school students is innumerable, with thousandsse Art: Ishana Ible

categories, qualifications and stipulatiofise Best ¢ Athletics: Kyle Record
and BrightestAward is a local program f&fring s BusineSS'AshIey Carter

scholarships to only Leon County students witha o ATIE
certain areas of expertisghis is the second yeary CareerTeChmcal'Alhson Meiton
Performing Arts: Waylen

of the award and Leon is hoping to grab as many?
more than last year * Roche

All Leon County high school seniors are eligiblg -
for application. Schools nominate a student for ea} EngIISh' Alex MCNaughton

of the specific 15 areastlents who are not nomi- Foreign Language:Stephen
nated are also encouraged to apflply one stu- « Lawson

dent will be chosen to represent the school in ed] Journalism; Jessica Moody
category . - ..

The categories for entry include all high schoe LeaderShl_p- Ch_”Stme K_es_3|er
subject areas such as English and rifathre are 3 Mathematics: Lisa Sawicki
also elective course categories such as music, Pt Music: Sarah Folsom
lic speaking, journalism, leadership and athletice . . .

Students may apply for more than one category « Pu_bhc Spefikmg'Tat'ana Galante

From last yeds awards, Leon took home nin@ Science:Brit Garner

first-place awards, two runneps and two honer ¢ Socjal ScienceMichael
able mentionsWith winners ranging in categoriess McKibben

from public speaking to technolagy .
“We were the only school with nominees in a Technology:Jason Hancock
15 categories,” saiAssistant Principal Billy Epting, ee e e e e e e eeeceecee0c0c0c00c00ccee

who is the school coordinator for the awards. Afterbeing nominated or deciding to entstu-

By Jessica Moody
High Life Advertising Manager

Department teachers for seniors decide togetitnts must apply through the school to enter tB
who to nominate from their categofhe English competition. In the case that more than one stud?g
department even puts their ideas to a vote to piplies for a categorfpting, Hanna and the de
one student. Choosing among students, teachgastment consider each candidate and make a
look for academic interest, acceleration and a pé&gal decision. Judges for the award take into co
sideration a students academic career from ninth

“We look for a person who we think is outstandwelfth grade, their interest in that categaeacher
ing in their love of and facility with English,” Janicelecommendations and, most of all, their service

sion for their subject of specialization.

McLain, English 3 Honors andP Literature the community
teachersaid.

“The application is fai Alex McNaughton, the

English category nominee, said. “If students are truly
qualified, they should be able to complete the ap-
Plication with ease.”

Jenny Lieb, an applicant for athletics, agrees.

“The application is time consuming, but with
good right,” Lieb said.

Along with filling out a lengthy application and
acquiring teacher recommendations, students must
be interviewed by a panel of judges in March. Each
applicant will be interviewed about their experi-
ences in the category they are applying for and their
service to the community

“There seemed to be a theme that community
service played a lge part in decision making,”
Epting said. “Wo students applying in the same
category have more than likely taken the same
classes and made similar grades, so how do you
choose? Community service helps the judges to
break the tie.”

In each category there will be three final win-
ners. First place winners from each category will
receive a $1,000 scholarship, runoer$500 and
honorable mention $25The awards are partnered
with Leon County Schools, Leon County Schools
Foundation\WorldClassSchools and th&allahas-
see DemocratSudents are able to use the money
as they choose. It is not mandated that the scholar
ships be used solely for school.

The ongoing process will come to an end on May
Svith the awards ceremardll applicants will at-
r%d and all nominees will be recogniz&de final
winners will be announced for the first time that

r'e\lféning. Hopes are high that this yeaeniors will

t%just as well as last’

‘It is a prestige, a wonderful image for Leon to
resent to the community when matched up with
g(t)her schools,” Epting said.
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NEWSz o7 | RAGANS, Sauls return

Cor_npileq by Daniell_e Spisso After tlme aW&yLGOH
High LifeNews Editor we | comes baCk tW(

=
.
L.l-|
1
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Keeping Leon clean | veryfamiliar faces x 07
gl
Phoenix is hosting an Environmehivarenesg By |sabeMilson I'.'w‘
Week during March 12-16. Phoenix hopes to risgigh Life NewsWriter " -

awareness about students’ impact on the envjron- —
ment.With an emphasis on recycling and carlpon Eventhoughitis haltway through the schogk
dioxide emmissions, the club wants studentp ¢¢@¢ Leon is still getting new teacherBnis

understand that they can make &xédnce that las tme, though, they ré previous faculty member
4 lifetime. Jimmy Sauls and Bill Ragans.

Ragans and Sauls have come back to as
with programs new to Leon. Ragans will b
YearbOO kS O ﬂ Sal e helping with the Credit Retrieval Prograhinis
allows students who darthave enough credit
The Lion'sTale will be selling yearbooks Mardh to graduate to earn their credits back. Sa
5-9 during both lunches. Books will be $65. Plepséelps with the Light Program, which is a pro-. _ Photo by Kyle Muller
bring cash or checRhis will be the last chance fo gram designed to assist students who are tgkl Ragans taughtsocial studies, coached foot-
buy yearbooks. ing special education classes. Both are also !l and assisted in the ESE mgram from
volved with Leons football program. 2001-03. He is curently working with the

While both taught at Leon, Sauls taught fér" €dit Retrieval Program.

GSA SpeakS u p a good bit longerFrom 1974 to mid 2003, he

. . . . “ was a member of the Leon dtaf
The Gay-ZaightAlliance is hosting a "Speak “I coached kids who wereéven born when

Up” campaign March 26-30’he campaign focusgs | began teaching at Leon,” Sauls said.
on putting an end to bigotry and sterotypes araqund gor 27 of his years at Leon, Sauls bounc
school.The club will be putting up posters, flye¥s from position to position. He went from defen
and their “Hate” banner from previous yeakH. | sive line coach and coordinator tdfefsive
students are encouraged to participate and phetpordinator and then to head coach in 200(
GSA finish plans and materials. For more infpr The same yeahe became athletic directdn

mation or to participate, attend the next GSA mge#001, he did not participate in the football prg
ing on Feb. 21. gram, but came back to help then head coz

Mark Feely with the dénse.

: Ragans started coaching football, taught S
January Correction cial studies and helped in the ESE (Exceptio
The caption for the photograph on page three of| thetudent Education) departmentin 2001. He lg

January issue was incorrethe Grand Reunion 2 will i 200_3- _
be held ompril 14 and 15, not May 14 and 15. While gone from Leon, both went to Colquit

County High School in Moltrie, Gegia and

were involved with the football program. Sauls, ] ) Photo by Kyle Muller
. was the densive coordinator while Ragans wadimmy Sauls held several positions at Leon

a.W Owe r I rl%ﬁaawa,ythey still lived inTallahassee. ball coach and ofensive coordinator

- : For the commute, they carpooled. ball.
Last month’s Paw PowefTrivia Question was “Whoever drove that day brought the Diet Ragans was gone from Leon for about four
not answeeed! You have anotherchance to] Coke,” Sauls said. yearsWhile gone, he worked at Colquitt County
bring in the correct answerto room 108J.You Both were certainly busy while away fronHigh. He now assists with the Credit Retrieval
will be featured in next month's issue. Leon. Sauls left to teach at Newnan High Schoplogram and is the assistant coach of the football

in Newnan, Geaia in 2003, and later taughteam.

What year did Leon move tg ats.Augustine High School intSAugustine,  Ragans is glad to be back at Leon for several
. . FL from 2004 to 2005. He then moved onto higasons. He now has more time to spend with his
Its second location? most recent job in MoltrieThere he coachedfamily.
football for the 2006 season. He was gone from“[Being back] gives me a chance to get home
a. 1908 Leon for roughly four years until Principalat a more reasonable time and spend more time
Rocky Hanna approached him with a jofeof with my family,” Ragans said.
b ; 1975 Nan O’Kelley had to take a leave of absence, When the der was accepted, Hanna was very
c. 1943
d. 1911

which left her job in the ESE department tenpleased.

porarily available. He now also helps with that, “Both have a special gift in motivating the stu-
DCT (Diversified Careefechnology) and foot- dents,” Hanna said.

WINTERFEST

Continued from page 1

Now that Leon has finally returned to its position as a top scoring school, the event is ¢
celebration of its accomplishments while still holding as a reminder to do well on this year

( A )
7
M us ' CM ﬂs te.r s exzr;s;sler elaborated on this yeaoverall message.

“We’'re just trying to keep [the school] at an,”Aessler said. “Vé’re trying to instill that we

1414 Marih Maonroa Sinee Piancs / Keyboands JAmps . \

Tallahassee, Flanida 32303 it: F.A. Syalems are g.OIr.]g to be an _Anext year . ..

SR Z2a 158 Mulii Madia / Lossons Principal Hanna is proud that Leon can have such an event with a positive atmosphere amol
Faoc: (BED] 2248170 Parcussion / Sales. | Service “My favorite thing aboutinterfest is that we canfef something that can draw everybaly’

Toll Eree: BO0-848-6158 o interest,” Hanna said. T'stand on this hill and look down on the diversity and see everyone

Print Music F Acoassaries

\ AW TSI, GO getting along together is tremendous.”
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Some qgirls rule, some boys drt

Wheke does the tith really lie? Boys and girls always seem to have som
thing to disagee about simply because they domderstand each other

By Karis Needham your gender has to protect?

High Life Feature$Vriter JM: | think that women have to con-
tinue to portray a motherly image to
society Men would be lost if women
lost their maternal instinct¥/omen
are protectors more than men think we
are.

MM: Yes, | think men have to be seen
as dominant and masculine and all of
these images because they get a lot of
their respect from thafAAnd without
respect they lose their authority in the
workplace.You have to act the way
you want to be treated.

Every gender makes assumptions
about the opposite sex but not all g
these assumptions are accurate.

Stemming from an assignment ir
AP PsychologyThe Leon High Life
sought to find out the answers to the
guestions each sex has about the dp-
posite gender but is always afraid t
ask.

Seniors Jessica Moody and Mal
MacNamara fielded the question
about the diierences between mern
and women.

=

|}

—r

v

What does your sex want more than
anything?

JM: Love and harmony

MM: Money and power

What do you think about the double
standard (the idea that women who
have multiple partners/boyfriends are
ridiculed, but men who have multiple
partners/girlfriends are praised)? boys?

JM: Ithink it's societys view of mas- : JM: Girls like the bad boys, and |
culinity being a better attribute than., Iy di Matt MacN PC:"‘)]to bYAngl‘\a/:'”adcc"aFil think boys like the bad girls because
femininity and therefore men can gel U9 they usually disagee, Matt MacNamara and Jessica Moody still \,a 411 want the rush of adrenaline and

away with more [than] women. OLIrenjoy being with each otherand laughing at their differences. we all want to experience the excite-

media glorifies promiscuous men butn my book, the paler and rounder tha fight? ment, and those bad boys and bad girls
not promiscuous women because dfetter | think we should go back toJM: With a girl it really depends on@réntgoing to be the ones that we end
that. It dates back to when wometthe Victorian standard of beauty ~ how much their relationship means t§/P marrying.

were in the home and men were oWIM: | think in the media today thereme. | have friends that | got mad at _

doing something, and i'just some- are more women that need to put othat | dont talk to anymore becauseVhy is thee a double standdrthat
thing that has spawned from that merweight to look better than there ar¢heir friendship wasmthat important Straight men find gay men unattrac-
tality. that need to take biveight. Girls feel to me. tive and find gay women attractive?
MM: From a media standpoint | thinkthe need to be skinny and | dbtiiink MM: With a guy especially my clos- MM: There are a lot of men that are
it is the medias fault. | think it goes that's true at all. Girls look perfectlyest friends, | can probably talk to thentrned of by gay men. It goes back to
both ways. | think women can be gloattractive with the weight they havethe next day or a couple days thereaf?€ masculinity thing.

rified just as much as men can. Parisven if they feel it may be too muchter and everything will work out.

Hilton is a prime example of that. | Would you ever want to be aast at
agree there is a double standard in stithe perfect guy/girl took out a per- What does *“I like you, but | dort’ home parent? _

ciety, men take on a lge responsibil- sonal ad, how would he/she describevant a boyfriend/girlfriend” mean? JM: I dontpersonally really like stay

Why do girls seem to like the bad

ity role in their lives latergenerally him/herself? IM: 1 like you but I'm not emotion- athome parents that much. I think with
so masculinity is admired. JM: Tall, | dont want a guy shorter ally ready to have a boyfriend righthe way society is, &'important that
than me. | think thas'kind of general, now. our children not be at home and that

When was the last time you cried%unny; intellectual, witty can put up MM: I'd love to fool around with you they are out in the world experienc-
JM: Sunday when | was watchingwith pessimistic people, forward-but | wouldnt want to date you. ing things.

“The L Word.” thinking, liberal, open to discussion. MM: Oh, I would love to be a stay at
MM: When my girlfriend broke up MM: Someone with a sense of humoWhat is the worst thing about your home dad. I think therg’no better
with me at Homecoming. open to new ideas. Shorter than megender? thing in the world.

think the big thing is open-JM: For women I think the biggest _ _
Who should pay for the date?mindedness. | think both men angroblem is the lack of initiative andWhatis your sex afraid of?
JM: | think that it should be split. | women need to be open-minded in self-consciousness to get over the stap¥: Rejection.
think men are overcompensatingrelationship. It a benefit to be spiri- dards society has set for us. | think wi¥M: Not being successful. In every

MM: | don't think thats very roman- tual. need to be more self-confident ang€nse.

tic at all. I think men feel like they know that we can do exactly what men _

have to work harder in a relationshipDo you pick up on hing? Do you can do. What’s., one thing you want to tell the
| think men expect more out of a relaleave hints? MM: The worst thing about the male?PPOSIte Sex?

tionship sexuallyand it is up to the JM: I'm completely oblivious to hints, gender is too much masculinitghink JM: Guys, give yourselves a_nd us a
women as to what happens. Men dand | dont think | give too many ei- theres a point that a man has to looRréak. Dort be so hard on either of
what they can to impress women anther. | think in general though, girlsmasculine, but for some guys it cadS: be relaxed, open your minds be-

paying for the date is just part of it. [Ifdo give more hints than guyand, | be theirAchilles heel. cause with the exception of a fewot
my girlfriend and I] are going to gothink we have to. very many Qf you are willing to be
[someplace casual] I'm not going taVIM: | think I pick up on hints from Should the toilet seat be ketip or Progressive in your thoughts.

be like ‘same tab’ I'm going to makegirls and my problem is that somedown? MM: Not all men are like what you

her pay for her meal, obviously  times I leave hints without knowingJM: Down. If you conclude the timeSee in the movies nowadays. Every
[it.] If I find a girl dropping hints | both sexes spend in the bathroom, thgar gets better SO danidge aguy
What do you think about the ah- don't want to shut her out, | want tomajority of the time i left down. just because he’in a fraternity or

dards of body image that society presstill be nice to her and | think thatwatch where you aim. goes out and drinks, or goes to foot-
sures on women? sometimes gives people the idea thtdM: Down. Well, either that or just ball games. Dow'assume he’a jerk.
JM: | feelthat its not necessarily menI’m dropping hints. have an urinal installed.

that are making the thin icon that
women want to be, &'other women. How long does itake you to get over Do you think theres an image that
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Leon chorus visits the Big Apple

Chorus heads torhony Broadway art and  Fifty-five people from Tabitha Hall and parents,memories of Nework after
more,” Arthur said. Leon, including 48 studentsmany who have been to Newthe trip. Broadway shows
New Yrk to eXpe-  Arthur feels that New and seven adult chaperonesyork beforeArthur purposely they will be seeing includa

rience the SightS,York has a lot to dér her will be going on the trip. It chooses chaperones familiaChorus Line Wicked The

chorus students. has been taking place everyith NewYork for safety rea- Color Purplg RentandThe
shows and sensa- This is her fourteenth other year for the past 30sons. Fantasticks
tions of the city time going to Newvork in years and is geared toward Millie Seckel, Leons cho-  “l want them to experi-

the 29 years shebeen with the juniors and seniors inral choreographer of almost 2%nce the art of music and
that never sleeps. eon and she knows exactlypoth the Capital Singersyears, is not only a previoushave a good musical experi-
By Ursula Ible which places to go to get theChoir and the Opus XXX NewYorker for two years, but ence and social element with
High Life All-PagesWriter Most out of the trip. Choir. was also in a Broadway showtheir friends,” Arthur said.
“‘We’re primarily going  To say the students areand five of- Broadway shows. “I get a lot of pleasure from
Taking a trip to New for the NewYork experi- merely anticipating this event “What attracted me abouttheir reactions to Nework.
York City and spending five ence, to see shows, go tevould be an understatementNew York was the excitementMy students are so funny and
days there is somethingmuseums, restaurants andto “I'm really excited about of Broadway and shopping,| love watching them grow
many could only dream of see things like cloisters (aseeing the Broadway shows, which are [both] fabulous,” up.”
experiencing. branch of metropolitan art)said senior Sarah Geye, Seckel said. The $940 each of the stu-
But chorus instuctor Dr and the & Thomas Cathe- who will be going to New  The group will be taking a dents paid to attend the trip
Judy Arthur is giving her dral (lagest and most popu-York for the second time.charter bus to Nework, and will cover the cost of the stu-
students the opportunity tolar Cathedral today),” “There’s a lot of variety [of even though it will take 22 dents’ charter bus, the hotel
live that dream. Arthur said. “It's educa- entertainment.] hours to complete the drive, it(at $190 a night), food and
They will do nothing but tional, but totally fun.” “I've had from street- to is a much more &rdable op- entertainment.
eat out, see sites and enjoy The trip will heldApril high-class dining. I've seention than flying. Everyone Seckel says the students
New York’s various forms 16-21. Normally the trip Chicagg The Beach Boys’ will be staying at the Belved-will have a thrilling experi-
of entertainment, a once-in-takes place in DecembherGood Vbrationsand | went ere Hotel, which has a greaence.
a-lifetime experience but it had to be bumped upto the Holocaust museum. Ifocation near all the tourist at-  “New York is always busy
“New York is the cultural toApril this year because ofwas all incredible.” tractions in Newvork. fast-paced and never slows
center of the U.S., wherethe altered dates of other The chaperones attending Arthur is making sure herdown,” Seckel said. “I§ a
[you can find] ballet, sym- school events. the trip includeArthur, students will have manyfun place to visit.”

By Elizabeth Nelson Johnson lived in England for a yea

High Life Features Editor because of her fatherjob dealing
with genetics, and while she was

When most freshmen start highthere, she entered her school tale
school, they're apprehensive aboushow She sang a song she had ma
standing out. But Molly Johnsonup and it was then she realized thg
would rather be unique than just anshe loved performing.
other face in the crowd. Johnson hopes to attend colleg

Johnson, 14, has a distinctive styl@utside of Florida and major in voca
that she describes as ‘fifent.” She performance.
says she buys most of her clothes “l want to be a singgt Johnson
from Goodwill because the clothessaid.
at the mall dort’appeal to herShe Eventually Johnson wants to per
describes most of the girls who buyform on Broadway If she could
their clothes at the mall as catty ~ choose any part, she’d play Eliz3

In addition to her eclectic style, Doolittle in My Fair Lady. She has
Johnsorg alternative music tastenever seen a Broadway shobut
adds to her overall bbeat persona. hopes to seRentandWickedone day
She says Norah Jones is one of her Chorus teachefabitha Hall is im- Photo byAngelina Colao
role models because she enjoys h@ressed by Johnsanparticipation Freshman Molly Johnson shows éher wild side and hereclectic fash-

music and says that she “seems likand attitude in her class. ion style during a break from her fifth period English class.

a good person.” Johnson also says ‘[Molly] is always smiling, and |

her musical-guilty pleasure is clas<an tell she is passionate about mighes crazy and very nice.” “| love Leon because & so laid

sical music. sic,” Hall said. She a real team  johnson says she visits Europe fréack and not as popularity oriented
But listening to music is not all player I am excited she’in our cho- quently She has spent time in Geras middle school,” Johnson said.

that Johnson likes to do. Johnson igUs family” many Scotland and Ireland but she And, of course, Johnson loves the

also a member of Girls Chorus and Johnson describes herself as beifigtes Spain the best because of itshoral program because it gives her

enjoys singing first soprano. She wayery individual. culture and its mild weather the opportunity to do what she loves

also a member of the Raa Middle ‘ljustdo stufdifferentlythanmost «|t always seems to be a pleasaritest: sing.

School band in sixth and seventipeople,” Johnson said. temperature and [&] never rainy  “I love singing because it always

grade and a member of the chorus in Freshman Kaelig@aylor agrees.  johnson said. “l also love the cultureseems to challenge me, whethe i’

eighth grade. “I can't really describe it,Taylor |t is so open and accepting.” note that | have trouble with or some

Johnson says her love for singingaid. “Shes more outgoing than other  That's one of the reasons thasort of rhythm thas difficult,”
began when she was nine years ol@eople. She gets along with everyongohnson is enjoying her time at Leonlohnson said.



February Features Page 7
Naftzinger's unigue qualties charm all

By CarolineWhitney said. “It was a good thing to
High Life Feature$hriter do.”

On the weekends,
Naftzinger spends time with
his father who flies back and
forth from Chicago tdalla-
hassee just to visit.

“My dad’s company pays
for him to fly into Tallahas-
see every weekend so he can
stay with me,” Naftzinger
said. “We have a grand old
time. He teaches me how to
grill things.”

A little known fact about
Naftzinger is that he pos-
sesses a fondness for ani-
mals.

“I have a cat named
Boomer” Naftzinger said.
“He’s pretty chill. I think my
favorite animal would have
to be Geqggia Sahl's Ger
man Shepard, Gret@hat is
one cool dog.”

Most of Naftzinges
Photo byAngelina Colao  friends went out of their way

eff Naftzinger keeps his seventh period class laughing as he models his hip clothint mention his more shining

o qualities. Junior Becca
| think shqes are the ac Deterding was no exception.
cessory | enjoy the most,”

1! ) ] “Jeff is th lest
Naftzinger said. “I have a H E S FRA”_ y HE S PALE AND ever?Déierd?ngczgicej.s“Hg;y
varied collection, somAir so stylish.”
Jordans, someAdidas; | 7 i
manage a pretty classy group H E TU R N S R E D I N TH E S U N . Nal_ftlgier}\ge:nhc;ztchgg(e);\tzlst’;lr
of shoes.” ticular person to model his

For his upcoming senior - J UNIOR J OHN F RANK life after This special being

year Naftzinger plans to run just happens to be former
for student body president, Leon student Ross Putnam.

something he s confidenthe «jeff |'ve been friends Departedwith Leonardo Yoga,” Naftzinger said. “'rm  “I'm pretty sure that Ross
can handle. with Jef since the third DiCaprio, that was really not really inYoga, but you Putnam is my hero/idol,”
_Ithinkitwould bereally grage » junior John Henrywell done.” can say | am. I'm Mrs. Naftzinger said. “He pos-
interesting to be president,’sayes said. “W pretty  Like most other upper pzurik's favorite student, Sesses all of the qualities that
Naftzinger said. "I'm notthat ¢, 4o everything togetherclassmen, Naftzinger hasyoy can ask her |, myself, wish to possess.”
interested in politics | really \ve can make a day of itmade goals he hopes to ac- Naftzinger is also in- Yet another Naftzinger
only started paying attentiony,st neople doknow this  complish by the time he ex-olved in a variety of after fan, Sam Doxsee, says what
to what was going on thisapgyt 3 but hes a tiger its Leons hallowed halls.  school activities. an honor it is to be related to
year | dont know | guess I it the |adies. Hes not  “I'd really like to go to  |ike to nap after school,” such a guy
just want to be president.” o to ‘go there, whereverfilm school at Florida te Naftzinger said. “I like to “Jeff’s a good guy|
Naftzinger also has aihere isThat's what | admire University” Naftzinger said. play WOW (level 60 war guess,” Doxsee said. “Lst’
fondness for cars, atleast ongy,ot Jeff He also has a phe-“They have one of the besiock). | sometimes play S€e, what can | say aboutfJef
car in particular nomenalWOW (World of film programs in the coun- Nintendo DX. One of my fa- We're actually related. My
Let's see, whatare my fayacrafty character try. I'd also like to go to spaceyorite games i&oshi's Is- Second cousin just married
vorite things,” Naftzinger — jynior John Frank agreesone day!'d never be an as-jand. | occasionally do somehis moms aunt or something
said. “I'd probably have 10« reqly jealous of his tronaut, but I'd go to spacehomework.” like that.We're pretty much
say my 199%/olvo. | bought y;4eq game abilities,” Frankonce I've become a director Charity work is another Second cousindle do lots
it with the money that | got ;i “Oh, and his shoe col-and I'm rich.” notch on the pole that is defof stuf togetherWe go and
from my Bar Mitzvah. lection. Hes got a really  One aspect of Naftzinger Naftzingets life. feed homeless guy3hat's
Naftzingers interests gyeet shoe collection. Let' personality that most are fa- | donated 12 and a halfnot true, but you can say that
dount stop there. see. JdéfNaftzinger what is miliar with is his religious af- inches [of hair] to Locks of if you want.”
I really like boneless buf- oo Hes frajl, hes pale. He filiation; Naftzinger is Jew- [ ove last yeal Naftzinger
falo wings,” Naftzinger said. ;s red in the sun. He likesish.
“_I like s_plcyfoodalotAn(_jI rap a lot.” “I'm a reformed Jew
like chicken.The only thing - Naftzinger also possesseslaftzinger said. “l only go to
wrong with regular bdalo yery relateable interests.  temple twice a yeat'm not
wings is that the bone ob- | yeq)ly jike Bill Murray,” a very good Jeybut | am a

Junior JeffNaftzinger has
lived in Tallahassee his en-
tire life. Or so he hopes.

“I think I've always lived
here,” Naftzinger said. “l am
actually not too sure.”

These poignant words are
some of the oodles of noteg
received from an interview
with Naftzinger

Naftzinger has directed
several short films and has
starred in a few of his own.

“l like to tell stories,”
Naftzinger said. “It fun. |
think thats why I like mak-
ing movies so much.

“Mostly | direct,
Naftzinger said. “I mean I'd
act if | had to but I truly just
want to be a director

Naftzingets hobbies are
varied, with interests in mu-
sic, specifically hip-hop, and
a trained eye for fashionabIeJ
shoes.

structs your eating pleasurenafizinger said. “I like his jew.”
Thats why boE\eIess WINGSmore recent stiif The Life  Aside from his movie
are so perfect. AquaticandLost in Tansla- making endeavors,

Naftzingers friends, who tjon | giso really enjoy the Naftzinger also participates
are similar in their fondnessg|, The Royal@nenbaums in a variety of clubs at Leon.
for him, explain the appealit | haq a dog, I'd name him  “Let’s see, I'm in Sident
of being one of Naftzing& oy alin honor ofhe Royal GovernmentAssociation,
cohorts. TenenbaumsOh andthe Thespians, Disc Golf and
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A few thoughts from Tim

Be the first to bring your finished sudoku to mom 108-J and get youname in next months papet
Last month’s winner was math teacherderemy Gardner

S
U
D
O
K
U

Instructions
Fill in the grid so that every rqw
every column, and every 3 x 3 box
contains the digits 1 through 9. Make
sure that no digit is repeated within
any row column or box.




Sports

Leon athletic ppgram
top-ranked amon
public schools in state

By AnnalLaura Rehwinkel
High Life Sports Editor

It's amazing to me that

Photo courtesy of Matthew MacNamara

each time I'm looking for Senior Matthew MacNamara has been a membeof Leon Crew since he was a &shman.
an idea for my column,

one falls into my lap by M aCN am ara Stays focused

way of the amazing talent ) - . .
of our student-athletes Senior cew captain keeps his eyes on the prize
Every time I'm looking
for something exciting to
fill my column inches, |
hear the latest in an apparently neerding series of
Leon’s sports accomplishments.

This time I'm bringing you news of the Dodge Sun-

By Ashira Morris work will pay off. steer the boat.

High Life SportsWriter Head coach Dan “They’rethe brains of the

Newman has been workingpoat. We just row”
Matthew MacNamara, with MacNamara since hisMacNamara said.

18, loves the relationshipsfreshman year There are two categories

Fie CulE d d how L A ._and teamwork that are estMacNamaras maturity for competition: heavy-
R < c 1tjal t0 Crew stood out to Newman fromweight and lightweight.
SEID e EWHE CRIEINES, His favorite parts of crew day one. Technically Leons rowers

S|_x-hu|_‘1dred and f|fty_schools_ are members of thg e nhis friends and team- “He came in very mature,should be in the lightweight
Florida High SchoohthleticAssociationThese schools  ates; who he says he unintelligent, and mentally categorybut they race in the
are divided into six classifications based on schoQierstands on a dirent level tough,” Newman said.heavyweight division,
size—the bigger the school, the higher the numbejhan his other friends. “He's always been thatwhich is faster and more
Wh|Ch I’anges from 1A to 6A “You rea”y have to Stay Way.” Competitive.

Leon finished the fall sports season ranked as the N@gethey MacNamara said. ~ Winning is obviously im-  Leon races four boats at
1 public school athletic program in the state of Floridajt' s a sport where you rely portant to MacNamara. Heeach meet, which is called a

for aII.cIassifications. . ~on your teammates.” stays focused by keeping hisegatta. MacNamara has
“This means that our kids and our coaches are doing Through crewhe has also mind on the prize: a firstbeen racing in the first boat
great things for Leon High Schookthletic Director learned many important val-place finish. since his sophomore year

Mark Feely said. “And our reputation all over the statéies, including the true Leon has a tradition of All freshmen, regardless of
remains, that we are one of the premier high schooiseaning of responsibility athletic excellence and theheir talent, row in a boat

not only in the state, but in the nation.” and commitment. crew team is a major part otogether their first year
We finished with 257 points, behind only Jackson- Without a good sense ofthat. This year hasm’been At the average regatta, the
ville Bolles with 301 points and Ft. Lauderdate™o- these values, it would be im-any diferent. team shows up and hears the

masAquinas with 286 points, both & private schools. possible to excel at crew  On Nov 4, the team trav-typical pep talk from
These points are awarded based on the sehfiwish ~ The time and commitment it eled to Chattanooga to rac&lewman.Then, they warm
in FHSAA State series in each sport in their specifidakes causes many people tin the Head of the Hoochup and “drink lots and lots
classification. quit, but MacNamara hascompetition on the of water”

Because of its size, Leon belongs in the 5A classifStuck with it. He feels that it Chattahoochee RiveOut  In crew there arer’any
cation. This year we placed third for the girls sports Was worth it, and has en-of the 50 competing teamssecond chancedhere is
program and second for the boys program. Leon placé®y€d the entire experience Leon placed second. one race and one chance to
third overall out of 650 for the Dodge Sunshine Cup The téam practices at They currently hold the come in first, which can be
All-SportsAward. least six imes a week, eitherstate  title, ~ which nerve-wracking.

Feely regards this as an important honor and as' e gym on rowing ma- MacNamara hopes thatthey “Each race, it gets easier
message to our community that Leon is, and alwayd!"es: called @s or on the will be able to defend. Evenwith experience,”
will be, among the best of the best. water in the boat_SThe though there are around fityMacNamara said. “But

“This just validates what most of us already knowwo_rkout_s on the rowing ma-teams who compete in theheres still a lots of nerves.”

Rines in the gym can bestate competition, As a senioy it is

Our students are special. Our coaches are special,” Fe& IV iv intense MacN hinks thevMacN 2 |

said. “Our administration, faculty and $tafe very sup- P I\/Ie}:cNamaré recently re-h ac ama;lart] Inks ; e_y{hacLamar asi year (I)_|n

portive. I'm proud to be a Leon Lion.” Y ave a good chance orwinihe L.eon crew team. He
turned from a competition ning. doesnt plan on continuing

He also sees this as a chance to show those who hay, g oot
Wiere participants com- “We have a good grouprowing in college. Instead,

doubted it in the past, that Leon will always come Ouﬁeted for the best times onof guys who want to win,” he is going to stay focused
on“top. these machine¥here were he said. on his education and “give
R '\ hoats and no watgust  In the sport of rowing, in [his] body a rest.”

Wlse,!' Hole “k.e t? talk about whatwrong or bro- rowing machines. He placedeach boat, there are eight MacNamara hopes to ma-
S, FERL Slitl, Ml yow eeralo wis] iiele Ie_t first out of 140. rowers and one coxswainjor in finance, then go to law

you know Guess whatWhen we succeed, I'm going  \jacNamara admits thatThe coxswairg job is to school and become a sports
& [ et et the routine can be strenuouskeep all the rowers togetheragent.

but knows that the hardencourage the team, and



Sports
Softball team pushing f Or r esur ge nce

By Terrance Riggins baseman. Last yeavhile on
High Life Sportswhiter junior varsity Hartsfield hit
two grand slams.

After suffering through a “She has a lot of pop in her
disappointing season in bat,” Jones said.

2006, softball coackvindy The lone freshman on the
Jones has high hopes fof team is Jordan Smallwood,
2007 considering the assort who is starting in left field.
ment of talent that can be Jones has high expectations
found on this yeas team. for Smallwood.

The lone senior on the “I'm very excited about
softball team is Kara Keith, her” Jones said. “I'm expect-
who has been a catcher fo,' ing a lot out of her in the next
the last three seasons but will four years.”
pitch this yearAlong with Two other players on the
her position change, Keith team are juniorAngie
has been voted team captaip Petrizzo, an outfielder; and
by her teammates. freshmarilira Bacon, a first

“She’s been working real Photo by Kyle Muller and second baseman.
hard,” Jones said. “"Steex- A varsity softball player takers herturn in the batting cage at a ecent practice. Jones says she is looking
pected to do well this year forward to district play

Junior Kristen Kline, a She was one of the leading One player moving upJones hopes thaé¥alsh will “Districts games will be

pitcher and leftfielderwill ~offensive players last yearfrom the junior varsity is jun- continue to be the dominatthe toughest,” Jones said.
also serve as a team captairAshcroft always finds a wayior Stephanie Davis. She isng pitcher she was last year‘Lincoln and Chiles are our
The lefthander will bat in the to get on base, according tdard working, according to One of the more quiettwo biggest rivals and we are
lead-of position. Jones. Jones. Davis will be sharingplayers on the varsity teamhoping to do well against
Junior Brittney Folsom  JuniorAshley Jackson hassecond base responsibilitieaccording to Jones, is sophothem.”
will play right field. She al- moved from shortstop to secwith Jackson. more Kate Gdf the starting  Jones’ competitiveness
ways has a smile on her facepnd base. ShaunaWalsh is another catcher and a player thamay motivate the team to do
according to Jones, and is “She’s been working real player who has moved upJones considers to be #&etter this season.
expected to have a great yeahard and hopefully she’llfrom the junior varsity strong batter “I'm a very competitive
JuniorAllison Ashcroftis play well in the middle-end Walsh will share pitchingre- Sophomore Jessicaperson,” Jones said. “l expect
the starting first basemand.field,” Jones said. sponsibilities with Kline. Hartsfield is the starting thirdto win and | love to win.”

Bennett tries for the perfect pitch
Future TCC baseball player and star pitcher hoping to make it bi

By Ashira Morris infield position of shortstop. However
High Life SportsWriter he says the pitching position is his fa-
vorite because of the power the pitcher
Dan Bennett recently achieved ongp has.
of his major goals in baseball. He has “You're in control of the game.
signed withTallahassee Communityj Nothing starts until you pitch,”
College to play baseball on a schelaf Bennett said.
ship. In the future, Bennett’dream is to
Bennett pitches for Leon and will play through college and play profes-
be celebrating his fourteenth seasqgn sional baseball. Howevgre keeps his
playing baseballWhen Bennett was sports dreams in perspective.
four, he started playing Little Leagug “It' s not everything,” Bennett said.
baseball because his brother was also “I would get a job in sports coaching
involved in the sport. if 1 don’t make it.”
Growing up playing with his Ideally, Bennett would like to play
brother and his friends, Bennet devel- for theAtlanta Braves or the NeMork

oped a passion for the gariéat pas- Photo by Holly Johnson Yankees.

sion only increased when he startefany Bennett will be attendingTCC in the fall on a baseball scholarship. ~ Bennett enjoys watching baseball
playing for the junior varsity team at games. Part of his inspiration to play

Leon his freshman year fielders, Bennett doesnusually feel “He was always a perfectionist.”  paseball came from the games he

“My first impression of him was isolated. Howeverat times, when he  For Bennett, the most challengingyatched oV as a young boy
that he had a lot of potential. He wai$ Pitching well, he is so focused thapart of pitching is mastering all of the ' Hjs baseball role model is Nolan
a fiery competitaf said Coactiaron he tunes out all distractions. different pitchesAfter four years of Ryan, a pitcher who played for the
Clark. “I'm always trying to make the per high school experience, he can thrO‘@a“forniaAngeB. Bennett admires

By his sophomore yeaBennett fect pitch. But once i§ thrown, you fa_stballs,_curve bal_ls and change-u_pﬁm not only because he was a great
was playing for the varsity team. prcapt look back on the past,” Bennettvith confidence. His best pitch is h'%)itchen; but also for his humble atti-
as a senigihe seems to have fulfillegSaid- o ~ curve ball. ~ tude.
the potential that Clark originally saw ~Concentration is an extremely im- “I'm comfortable throwing it in  Qyer the four years Bennett has
His scholarship frofCC is definitely portant skill for a pitcheand it is one tough situations,” Bennett said. played baseball for Leon, he has
proof. of Bennetts strengths. Before each During tough situations, such aghanged and matured.

Because he signed before Lepnd@me, he sets goals in order to focwghen the bases are loaded or a runnergennett is a role model for many of
season began, he doeshave to @nd have a tget to aim for is about to score, Bennett stays calthe member of the baseball team. He
worry about his individual statistics or 2ack Easton, 18, has played basend reminds himself that he has a goggl regarded as a team leadesth by
performance. Instead, he can worRall with Bennett since they werd 1 defense. Clark and Easton.
more on being part of the team. and pla_yed on the same Little League “I know I_ can count on my team,”  «He’s much more of a team player

Although it may seem that thet€am with him. ~ Bennettsaid. said Clark. “He understands the men-
pitcher is separate from the rest of the "H€'S @ hard worket Easton said. ~ When hes not pitching, he plays theyg| aspect of the game.”
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Spires aspires to le ad

By AnnalLaura Rehwinkel tions, wide receiver and linebacker
High Life Sports Editor Flag football coach J&iMartin
seems to considers those honors be-

Senior Michaela Spires apparentlfitting of someone with her talent ang
does not believe in taking it easy athleticism.

This year alone, she has been in- “Michaela is a very determined
volved in both club and Leon varathlete,” Martin said. “She goes 10(
sity soccer and the Leon girlgpercent at every play[She is] one
weightlifting team. She is an activef the best all- around female atht
member of her church and its youtletes in this school.
group, has been active in Key Club She enjoys playing bothfehsive
and drama, and is dancing in Le®nand defensive positions because they
upcoming Grand Reunion. allow her to contribute in all areag

Later this month, she’ll be gearof the game.
ing up for flag football season, one “| like playing both,” Spires said.
of her favorite activities and one ofLinebacker is fun because | can reap
Leon’s most successful athletic propeople and | can see what the qua|

-

gram terback is going to do. Butfehse is
Spires became interested in flagun too because you can help people Photo cotiesy of Michaela Sg#s
football after playing on her freshscore.” Senior Michaela Spires has always been intested in athletics.

man powderpuffootball team. She  Although she misses last yé&ar

had grown up watching the sport angeniors, like Bekki Haggarman and Because she is one of the only sée one of our leaders,” Martin said.

playing in pick-up games at heMorgan Lewis, she is excited aboufiors, Michaela Spires is looking Practices and games begin after

church. this yeats crop of newcomers, in-forward to stepping up and being &residens Day Feb. 19. Spires en-
“It’ s a sport that practically everyeluding her younger sistdreshman leader for this yeas team. joys practices because “the coaches

one already knows the rules to andlea SpiresThere is also quite a bit “One of the things I'm excited for make it fun” and more time is spent

if you're already somewhat athletiof returning talent with juniors this yeayis leading the team with theplaying the game and getting better

cally inclined, you can do prettySusanna Zorn, Chelsea Parmer agther returners,” she said. Spires hopes that this year will be
well,” she said. Stephanie Hunter Martin is also hoping to see Spireone of the best yet and is ready for
Spires certainly has done well. “There is a lot of athleticism with take a leadership role. the fun of the season to start.

Last year she was namedll-Big the returners,” Spires said. “The “She will be one of the only se- “It's a serious sport, but you get
Bend for both of her starting posinewcomers look promising too.” nior players on the team, so she willo have fun and hang out,” she said.

Tennis looks forward to challenging schedule

By Terrance Riggins program to unprecedented
High Life SportsWriter heights, according to Record,
and her excellent tennis skills
With a lineup made up of are the reason why she signed
some of the best players in the a‘ful_l Fennis scholarship with
Big Bend area and a sched- Virginia Tech.

ule filled with teams that have Senior LaneTurkle will

won state championships play No. 1 doybles with
Leon tennis is expected ta Johnson. Her skills have go'F-
have one of its best seasons ten better every year and this
yet. season is expected to be her
“This is the best tennis best one yet, according to
schedule that we've had in my Record. o
five years as head coach, Junior _ Doml_mque
Kevin Record said. “And | Cognetta is responsible for
don't think there is a better h_elplng_ Leon clinch its re-
schedule in the state o gional title two years ago.
Florida.” ) _ ) ) Photo courtesy Qf Suzanne Cognetta “She’s been one of our
There will be some toughThe boys varsity tennis team is looking forward to a successful spring season. most reliable singles players,”

competition for the team Other teams included ontremely fast, the leader of theKyle is an extremely accom-Record said.
when they travel to Jacksonthe schedule are: Choctawteam and he possesses a hugished golfer and soccer The mostimproved player
ville to play The Bolles the best team in Leam're- forehand. Last yeahe was player He was théVendys on the girls teams is junior
School and Nease. Bolles igion; Winter Park and Cel- named to thell-Big Bend Heisman winner for Leon. Carilyn Powers, who is an
the defending 2A state Chamebration High School, two of first team. With her many accom-outstanding doubles player
pions. the best teams in Orlando; The No. 2 spot goes toplishments is no wonder se- and isnt afraid to come to the
The team had an opportuBooker T. Washington High sophomore Robbie Epsteinnior Holly Johnson is the No.nét.
nity to play Bolles last year School in Pensacola; and th&pstein is a tough player tol player on the girls team. A girl who is expected to
and although they weren’ defending 3-A state champi-beat and his main strength is “Holly is the best female play a vital role on the team
able to beat them, it was &ns, Gainesville High School.his consistency tennis player in the history ofthis year is senior Maggie
tough enough match that With these tough matches The most patient player onbeon High School,” Record Arrington.
Bolles wanted to play Leonfast approaching, Record hashe team, according tosaid. “I fully expect the girls to
again. his starting players, five boysRecord, is junior Max Shep- Not only is Johnson thecontend for a state champion-
“It' s quite an honor to playand girls, ready for the com-herd. He rarely misses a shdiest player in the schoolship,” Record said. “The boys
a school thag got as much petition. and competes extremely wellRecord believes she mighwill have a tough time win-
tradition and excellence as The No. 1 boys player is The most athletic player onpossibly be the best player iming the regional title, but if
Bolles,” Record said. “@& seniorAndrew Green, who the team is senior Kylethe Big Bend, regardless ofthey do advance to the state
want to be the best, so it helpRecord describes as a “feroRecord.As well as taking the gender tournament, it will be a great
to play against the best.”  cious” competitar He is ex- No. 4 spot on the tennis team, She has elevated the tennigccomplishment.”
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End of the season | Athlete of the Month
means end of line
for Rice’s seniors

As the winter sports season
officially draws to a close, both
boys and girls basketball end their
seasons In playoffs and boys soccer
loses in the egional finals Suior Dylan Hars i this ssuskthete f Month T season, Her

ris, the star goalie of the varsity boys soccer team, broke the school’

By Ashira Morris and team of girls to the state competic record with 21 shutouts in a single season. His goals-against averade was
Terrance Riggins tion. Michaela Spireshlea Spires, | |ess than one goal per game, an outstanding record for any goalie. Harris’
High Life SportsWriters Caitlin Doerr Kaleigh Jowers, [ season highlight came when he saved three penalty kicks in the regional

Casey MacGuire and Beet@ semifinal game agains¥olfson High school.

After an extraordinary season, thRazazaden were all standouts on the
boys soccer team lost to Nicevilleeam.

1-0 in the regional finals.

The games lone goal was scored Girls Basketball
on a penalty kick in the last minute The girls basketball team beat
of overtime. In order to advance tdlosley 44-39 to claim the District
the regional finals, the Lions de2-5A championshipThey crushed
feated Pace 3-0 amuolfson (3-1 on Chiles 60-20 in the district semifi-
penalty kicks).Their final record nals. Niceville beat Leon 44-38 tg
was an impressive 24-4-3. Goaliend the Lions season in regiona
Dylan Harris recorded a schooleompetition.

record 21 shutouts. “It was a very exciting season,’
head coacl\dolf Hicks said. “W
Girls Weightlifting learned a lot.”
The girls weightlifting team got
off to a slow start this yeabut still Boys Basketball
had a decent season. The boys basketball season endéd

Their final record was 2-3, withduring the opening round of the dig
two solid wins over MaclayAt the trict tournament against Mosleyj-
regional competition, two juniorsthough Leon opened the game wit
qualified for state, but opted to noan 11-4 lead, Mosley eventuall took
go. control of the game and won by si)

Next yeay head coach Mawill- points.
lams hopes that Leon will send a
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