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Athlete of the Month

Photo by Holly Johnson

S |

Samantha Burns is this isssi€Athlete of the Month” be-
cause she is the lone female member of Lewrestling
team.The High Lifesports staff felt Burns was worthy of the
award because slsehad the courage to step into an athletic
arena that is traditionally dominated by male athletes.
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Winter sports bring the heat

By Ashira Morris andlerrance Riggins on two occasions and suffered 2-0
High Life Sportairiters losses against both Chiles and Bay
However on Dec. 5, the J¥oys

While Leons fall sports enjoyed un_rebounded for awonderful 2-1 victory
agRutherford.

precedented success, winning numero

city, district and regional titles, the

schools winter sports are trying to round Wrestling

into form as they head into the holiday The wrestling team has been success-

break. fulin the first two matches of the sea-

son.At the Jamboree, they crushed
Soccer Marianna, 60-18, and then they beat
Girls varsity soccer is off to an ex 50dby 39-36At the Lincoln tourna-

tremely rocky start with a 3-8 record. Ment on Nov18, they placed third
Among the early season high"ghtgveraIIAcpordlng to wrestling coach
were wins over Florida High (7_1)’Charles Ringel, the Godby match was
Rickards (8-0) and Lincoln (2-0). e toughest.
Howeverthe Lions have been beaten W€ aré very evenly matched,”
by the likes of Rickards, Niceville, Ringe!said.

Mosley, Rutherford, BayChiles and RossAllen, Brendan Lovins, Matt

Flagler Palm Coast. They were eveff1aPman, Booker Jones, Sam Brad-
ley and Deiondrick Roberts are all

beaten by Lincoln, 3-1,. in arematch. L )
Perhaps their most heartbreaking Io8£CMiSing team members, according to

of the season came at the hands Bi"%e

Burns, a senigrhas been on the wrestling team for four Mosley where the Dolphins capped a

years nowShe is a captain this year and hopes to lead the, 5 victory with a penalty kick

team to a successful season.

Weightlifting
As usual, the girls will be most fired ~ The girls’ weightlifting team won't

I like the contact of the sport and being able to throw ,, o the stretch against rivals Childéve any competitions until second se-
people around and get away with it,” Burns said. “ittakes alot ;1,4 | incoln, Some of the players fegnesterand the teamis still looking for

of dedication and hard work.”

Her most memorable match: “I wrestled a kid from Godby
and pinned him, but the (referee) took the win awaying it
was illegal.”

The High Lifestaff salutes Burns’ courage and hopes it
paves the way for other girls in the futuféis girl obviously
has game.
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their best performances thus far haygore girls. Currentlythe team only has
come against Flagler Palm Coast arfight members, but Coach Mefil-
Chiles, even though they lost botl'*ﬁ_‘ms is hoping for a turnout of 15 to 20
matches. girts.

The girls junior varsity team has also
enjoyed mixed success. Basketball

The boys team, on the other hand, is The boys basketball team started its
off to a much stronger stafithough season on Now21 with a loss to
the Lions suffered a 4-1 setback &odby The leading scorer was junior
Wolfson on Nov14, they have postedorward Brian Bush, who had points
shutout victories over Chiles, Mosleyand nine rebounds. Freshman Quinterius
and Rutherford. Lewis had nine points and sophomore

In the Kickof ClassicTournament at Austin Dantin added eight points.
Leon on Dec. 1-2, Leon opened with On Nov. 28, Leon defeated
decisive victories ovéfate (5-0) and Jefferson County for its first win of the
FloridaWalton Beach (3-0). season. Dantin led the way with 24

But in the semifinals, the Lions suf-points and five rebounds. Seniam
fered an extremely disappointing 2-0 log§erwin played tremendous defense,
to Chiles, whom they had beaten earli@ccording to coach Sam Striplin.
in the week. In the latter game wittKerwin also added five rebounds and
Chiles, the Lions were without theireight points in the contest.
leading scoreDavey Beck, who was  Unfortunatelyduring the preseason
taking the SAs. Furthermore, startTip-Off Tournament on Now6, se-
midfielder Hugo Mio was just comingnior captain Josh Ruffin suffered a se-
back from a three-week absence dwere knee injury and will require sur-
to a concussion and his conditioning wagery Striplin is hoping that Riin can
not yet up to par return toward the end of the season,

The boys junior varsity team has ndtowever and help the Lions make a
fared as well in the early going. The Lisuccessful run into post-season action.
ons defeated Choctawhatchee, 5-0, butThe girls basketball team was off to
suffered a 4-2 loss to the Indians in@successful start, posting an early 4-2
rematch. They played Mosley to a tieecord.
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Jje 10 —
Leon seniors nearing end of journey

By Caitlin Dilks i 3= “We've got a good shot, if we can
High LifeAll-Pagesiriter RE Y just keep people healthy and not get
injured,” Clary said.

Most of the seniors developed their
skills togetherplaying on both city
league and travel teams.

Cade, Hinson, Brinson, Beck and
Record have been playing together
since the age of eight on the fields of
the Meadows Soccer Complex, just
off Meridian Road.

Sexton, also a senjas the new-
comer to the team. He has been in-
volved in basketball for the past three
years, but this year he decided he was
I?eady for something nele met most
of the soccer guys during his freshman
year and has known Beck and Brinson
since kindegarten. Consequently
making the transition from basketball

Most often, the heart of a teal
comes from the leadership and exp{
rience of its players. Eight seniors, wh
have played together for most of the
lives, represent the heart of the bo
varsity soccer team.

Those eight players are forward
Davey Beck, defenders Nick Brinson|
Luke Clary and Kyle Record, and
midfielders Matt Cade, Jaso
Hancock, layton Hinson and Hugd
Mio. X § Photo contributed by Davey Becl

This season represents the fingl_ to R) Kyle Record, Nick Brinson, Davey Beck and Clayton Hinson.
chapter in a saga that began over a
decade ago.

For Mio and Beck, who have|
played on the varsity squad since th

shira Morrs were freshmen, it has been quite a ridg: to soccer has not been difficult.
Playing together on the team has beg “l wanted to join my friends on the
marked with ups and downs, includ soccer team,” Sexton said. “But |
ing a Final Four appearance their fres havent really felt like a newcomer
man year They made me feel welcomed.”
The boys advanced to the regiong _ These _seniors have played together
finals last yearbut were defeated by since childhood. None of them are
Wolfson High SchoolThat loss rep- pursuing a college soccer caresar
resented a low point in the minds o this will be their last year together on
many of the players. an official team. _
Earlier this season, the boys lost y¢ 7 “I've played (soccer) for along time
again toNolfson, 4-1. ] Photo by Holly Johnssor@nd its time to end,” Cade said.
“lt was bad,” Hancock said. “But| Leon’s soccerseniors have played togethefor over a decade. But for some of the players, the re-
have high hopes for this season.”  ries. pionship would be a way to leave &1 Nas nothityet. .
The losses tiVolfson seemtobe  The departing seniors are all hopasting legacyBut a few of them have I haven'treally thought aboutit,
an exception to an otherwise successg that this, their final yeawill be the  concerns. Clary said.
ful four-year run full of good memo-year they go all the waj state cham- e need to step it up,” Mio said.
Leon website By Terrance Riggins ing stormy weather makes it

hard to construct anything be-
low the bleachers. The source
of the flooding is due to the fact

that the bowl was a swamp land
until the 19408.

Feely contacted Blue Print
2000 and Beyond Company
about the schoa'drainage. It
turns out that there isn’t enough
impervious soil to absorb the
rain water and, therefore, the
school has to create a water-
the bleachers were made wit way to get rid of the storm
the excess concrete used fd water Feely is proposing a plan
the main building. However | : 1 | foranewwaterway to be built.
Feely and other school officials o ] Photo by Annalaura Rehwinkel The money that will go toward
said they do not know why theThe bleachers were built in 1936 with the excess cement used to construct the main building, 5t project makes it unfeasible
bleachers only reached halfschools in the county got newtion that happens at Leon musschool. to construct new bleachers.
way across the west side of thgjuminum bleachers, but thebe approved by the school “I'dlove to see us have our Allthe $7,768,373 that the
field. school board gave Leon “theboard. own on-site stadium,” Feely School received from the half-

A decade or two ago, thereshort end of the stick,” accord-  Extending the schoal'70-  said. cent sales tax is already in use.
was a push to have the bleachng to Feely and decorated year-old concrete bleachersis Feely is looking into the The school board has to priori-
ers extended, but there wageons concrete bleachers witha near impossible task. Princimany options for visitor bleach-tize on what to use the money
some opposition from the com-gjuminum covers. pal Rocky Hanna and Feelyers, but, at this point in time, theon and doing anything about
munity that it wasn't appropri- - “what we want, and what feel that the school would getschool is financially unable tothe bleachers at Leon isn’t on
ate and would take away fromhe county allows us to havemore “bang for our buck” by build them. Furthermore, thetheir list.
the beauty of the school.  are two different things,” Feely creating visitor bleachers.  schools hands are tied whenit Feely said the school board

In 1987, a bond issue wassajd, By buying visitor bleachers, comes to expanding the existwould rather use the money on
passed, which would have cre-  The L eon administration canLeon would be able to play alling bleachers or doing anythingminor” changes, like renovat-
ated on-site stadiums for all ofhave input on the expansion 0bf its home games at theabout the flooding in the Junioring the first floor hallways, a
the public high schools. the bleachers and other projectschool, which is something thaBow. project which took place this
Rickards, Godby and other highgt the school, but any construcFeely thinks would benefitthe  The constant flooding dur- Summer

High Life Sports\riter

Other high schools in Leon
County like Godby Lincoln,
and Rickards, have up-to-datg
aluminum bleachers. Howeyerl
Leon has old, concrete bleac i
ers with aluminum covers. 5

The bleachers were built
along with the rest of the
school, in 1936According to
athletic director Mark Feely



December Sports Page 10

Siblings play together

By Ashira Morris
High Life Sports\riter

Playing on the same teal
as a sibling has the potential t
cause major conflict.

brothers and sisters who don’
normally get along, having to}
play together and work as pal
of a cohesive team, might b
impossible.

But the siblings who com-
pete together at Leon Hig
School get along just fine, o
and off their respective play
ing fields. They work quite well 3
together and actually help eac Photo by Holly Johnson Photo by Ashira Morris
other do better Michaela andAlea Spires say theisibling bond translates Janet and Elleni Gavalous always know how to pump each

Junior Francisco Birk andinto great teamwork and determination on the field. other up before any of their big golf matches.
his brothersophomorénto-
nio Birk, have been swimming
together for about six years.

Both boys agree that they
push each other to swim fastg
and work harderand are
driven to do better than the
other When they practice,
they race and challenge eag
other to improve. The two-
year age gap doesn’t seem {
matter at all.

“He doesn’t want me to
beat him,’Antonio said. “But
I doit, anyway

This yeaythey swam to-
getherin the boys 200 and 4
freestyle relays, which both
placed second in the stahé. i ] 2 iy gt l
though they both swim the Photo by Ashira Morris  Photo courtesy of Leon website Photo courtesy of Leon website
freestyle relaytheir individual - Antonio and FranciscoBirk work hard to motivate eachother ~ Alex Johnson made varsity Katie Johnson recently
events are different. evely day. They also swim togethein the freestyle elay.  her fresman year won theWendy’s Heisman.

“There’s no event conflict,”
Francisco said. ‘0t findyour happy for one anotheno knows thatif she lets the balthe team. one and made sure that she

own niche.” matter what they place. slip by her “its [Alea]onthe  On the volleyball team, was accepted as part of the
The Leongifs golfteamhad  According to Elleni, the line.” which recently returned fromteam.
its best season in years duringest thing about playing onthe - Attimes, it can be confus-animpressive semifinal finish ~ Both sisters are supportive
2006, and both Elleni Gavalassame team as her sister is thaig because, as in most sportst the state tournament, capand are there for each other
afreshman, and Janet Gavalashe always knows how tothey are referred to by their lastain Katie Johnson and heif one of the sisters isn't doing
asenigrwere part of that win- make me feel bettér name. During the game, whetyounger sisteAlex, play side well, the other will be there to
ning team. The sisters have [nJanes opinion, there is the name “Spires” is an-by side. This is their first yeareéncourage ther_n to notgive up
been playing together for sixnothing negative about playingnounced, they don’tknow whoplaying together for Leon, andand to keep trying.
years, and Janet has been goftn the same team as heis being called. both girls are enjoying being  These sibling duos have
ing for even longer - since sheyounger sister Alea likes being on the sameon the same team. work well togetheJust from
was nine. “I've been looking forward team as her sister because of I always wanted to play talking to the Birk, Gavalas,
This yeay Janet capturedto this for the past threethe support she gets from hewith her” said Katie, a senior SPIres, and Johnson siblings,
the individual title at the dis- Years,” she said. “Rjustalot but says that, “if you mess up;It was a lot of fun.” itis O_bV'OUS that they have a
trict tournament in a nail-bit- of fun.” they're the hardestonyou.”  There isn't much competi- SPecial bond. They all love
ing, four-way playoff. Thegirls ~ Alea Spires, 15, has been Michaela agrees. tion between them. Instead?€ing ©On the same team as
celebrated Janat'win to- Playing soccer for 10 years. “Attimes, | have high ex- Katie encourages and help&'€'" brother or sisteiThe
gether She has played on the sampectations of her becausdlex, afreshman, who Iooks?elgi[]st'hb;'i?gzjr:e;"r"!'igﬁntos
“However when she doesteam as her sistévlichaela, shes my sister and | knowup to her older sister what the inowgabout tr?e
really well, | feel alittle over- for the pasttwo years, butthisvhat shes capable of,”  “Shesan(amazing) playér sport Anél even betterthe
shadowed,” Elleni said. is their first year together atMichaela said. “Wdonttake  Alex said. “Shes taught me a gun 'ersiblin are wﬁlin o
She looks up to Janet and-eon. criticism from each other aslot.” ?:earngfrom thg AN dthat?s
doesn't feel like thereis much  Onthefield, Michaela playswell as we do others.” Thanks to KatieAlex’'s ’

o true teamwork.
competition between them defense andllea has the po-  However she also feels transitioninto the Leon volley- Leon s lucky to have such

Instead, they encourage eacsition of goalkeepeBecause protective of her younger sis-ball program has been €aSsY, anted pairs of siblings play-
other to do their best and ar@f their positions, Michaela ter and enjoys having her orKatie introduced her to eVelYing forits teams.
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My wishes
Leon athletics

ByAnnaLaura Rehwinkel
High LifeSports Editor

Although the academid
year is only halfway over
we are fast approaching the
end of the calendar yea
I've decided to add a twis!
to the traditional New
Years practice and, instead of resolutions, fsere
a wish list of sorts — my hopes (in no particular —— L
order) for Leon athletics in 2007. Photo by Holly Johnson

Volleyball had an incredible season, one that bdtfarris, the Lady Lions starting forward, welcomes the responsiblity of her new captainship.
the program and the entire school can be proud of.

Although the seniors, who are essentially the he;

rt » [
of the team, are leaving, the juniors will hopefuIIH arrls d oes It al I
rise to the occasion and lead next y&@am. My
wish for the volleyball team is that next yeasea- g, Annal aura Rehwinkel other things. “They were seniors my fresh-

SONWILDEIUSEas SUCCESSTILITRORMOIEINGN ), | it Sports Editor “I'm probably one of the man year; really good play-
season. ) . | most laid-back players on theers.”

I think that | have established myselfinmy first Some students might find iteam, so I guess | bring seren- She is looking forward to
year as sports editor as someone who SUPPRHF to balance academics, atlhy and calmness to the team, the rest of the current season
the football team, through rain or ShiR@d S0 | jerics and a variety of extracurspe said. “Our coach is kindand welcomes the added re-
feel as though | would be remiss inmy duties as {ig ar activities, but not Leony tough, so | try to keep mysponsibility of being a cap-

sports columnist if | didn’t include the teamin my . -1 viaver Carissa Har - .
wish list, and if that wish didn’t say something about play teammates from getting frus+ain.

improving in the Newear Although this season' L trated. One of the best things
was disappointing, | think the team can learn from =€ 111ves in all of her en- -« think | was chosen as aabout the team is its chemis-

it, build on it and come out on top. That, esse€2V0rS: She doesn't just plaaptain because of my attiiry, Harris saidThere is a tal-
tially, is my wish for the football team in the Nelpasketball. Harris is captain ofude. For the last two years, ented group of juniors who
Year the squad and its starting forgried not to show a negativeare the leaders of the team.

As you'll read on pageliof this section, theWard. ) ~attitude. I'm not a very vocal There is only one senior
varsity soccer team has eight seniors who have beeane doesn'tjust take difficultperson and I try to lead by ex- “The four juniors on the
playing together for over a decade ndhis isthe classes, likeAP English Lan- gmple.” squad have been playing to-
end of awild journey for them. Itis their last chang#lage and Spanish.[8he ex-  Harris has been a varsitygether since ninth grade, so
to accomplish the ultimate goal of winning a stetels in them. Her achievements|ayer since her sophomorave're really familiar with
championship. My wish for these boys (and tih@ve gotten her accepted int9ear Her talents and personeach otheis game, which
many fans who cheer at their games) is to reagveral national honors socie(amy won her a spot on themakes the game easier for
that ultimate goal — omt the very least, have ¢es. team. She tried out for the vareveryone else,” Harris said.
Final Four appearance. Harris, a juniorhas been de-sjty team her freshman year She thinks the team looks

My next wish has two parts. It does not cogeloping her basketball skillsand made it. But she decidegiood this year with the four
cern any of our athletic teams, but rather the fagifice early childhood. She firshot to play at such a high levetalented juniors, several
who support them. | think that everyone at ogfarted playing in the secongng joined the junior varsityreturing sophomores, a se-
school, and in the surrounding communRguld grage, when her neighborteam instead. She felt unprenior and a promising ,fresh—
agree that we have an incredible fan base for aVaFisia Rafington, encouraged pared. man.

riety of our athletic teams, ranging from last )’eah - ; ) .
er to try the sport. Raffington, « ’ «
Soccer Suits to this yearSpirit Club. Howevet Y P 9 | didn’t feel like | was | hope we win districts

think the majority of the student body (myself iy’ AS" !y led Florida High to ready to play withAmber Hall this year and definitely go far

cluded) is guilty of going all out for the g more  State championship last yeaing Shawn Golf,” Harris said.in the playoffs,” she said.

popular teams (like football, volleyball, boys sot%nd was named the teanost

cer and baseballVe tend to ignore the smaller aluable Player‘ B WoMBns Hd W Panmsaesls
i i Although Raffington got her PrRGRancy Cantar Tallabasinn, ¥l 32304

lesser-known teams, such as wrestling, girls bas*® - gnancy

ketball, girls soccetennis and swimming. It shouid?volved, Harris says that she . Right to Know:  Facts, Options, Selu-

be noted that all of those teams have brought B86Ver needed any particulay

seela

colades and prestige to our school. So, the ffi@@son to play ) Efi;ﬂ"'a:',‘";':'r;:f;f_mm - ?::'.E:;'i or:Nsicad 5. BTD
part of this wish is that the student body starts at-1 just play because &' fun "~ Pregasney } Spiritual Counseling

tending some of these sporting events and gi@gl | just like to do it,” she said i e Aterastives  Ongaing Pregnancy Suppar
some attention to these hardworkingteams. ~ During play on city league e —— ':*."f:";::;';?1';;_*_;““"5""""1':"
The second part of my wish is that the admteams in elementary school, ©.__All services aze FREE
istration and booster organizations give the fansare year of at Griffin Middle
opportunity to support their teams. For examp®&chool and summers on a|
we need more orchestrated trips like the “fan bysmateur Athlete Union, she
that went down to the volleyball state finals. Thog@iined experience and an e}-
kind of activities give us the chance to support Gehsive knowledge of the gamd.
teams at times when its win-gp-homeThat's  «ye played basketball so
when theyreally need usAnother way to encour long that | know a lot about i
age fans to come out and support is to lower ticgﬂd understand the game pretly
prices, which have become increasingly expens'\X%" " Harris said
For the rest of the sports, whose seasons arﬁ’ )

underway or have yet to begin, | wish you the best amf s_attrltbutes he.r positiory
of luck in 2007. as captain to experience an

knowledge of the game, amonfy

Call for s Confidential Appointment (B30) 197-1174

[oN
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Unique ideas for holiday gifts

By Elizabeth Nelson
High LifeFeatures Editor

Since many students have to rely
their own expenses for buying holid
gifts this yearpurchasing meaningfu
gifts without going over budget mayb
ahuge challenge.

Butin this never ending quest to fin
presents, most students rarely ev
give thought to making their gifts fo
the holiday season. Hand-made gi
are some of the best gifts — both
give and receive. They're non-gener|
and crafted especially for the receivi
Plus, because of human eyray mat-
ter how many others are made, no|
of them are exactly the same.

Here are some ideas for hand-made,

brighten up anybodgholiday

that the sand is wet.

Make a hole in the middle of

the sand and place the wick

into the hole.

- While holding the wick, pour
hot wax into the hole and wait
foritto cool.

Candles R
Candles don't have to be made out
of wax. Colored sand is a bright alter-
native.
What You Need:
- Agallon of colored sand

- Water - After the wax has cooled, cut
- Alarge Bowl acircle about 6-10 inches
- Wax away from the wick and gen-
- Awick tly pull the candle out.
What You Do:
- Pourthe sandinto a bowl in LipGloss
whatever design you want. What You Need:

- Pourwater into the bowl so Petroleumjelly

Graphic courtesy of various internet sources
easy-to-make gifts that are sure t6°r homemade holiday gifts, try ideas like soap, lipgloss or sand candle
Handmade gifts can really show that a lot of effort was put forth.

WhatYou Do:

Soap
WhatYou Need:

- Clearglycerin (in small pieces)

- Molds (hearts, flowers, etc)

- Fragrance (optional)

- Coloring (optional)

WhatYou Do:

- Meltthe glycerin in the micro
wave.

- Fillthe mold with half glycerin.

- Addthe fragrance, coloring
and anything else you'd like.

- Waituntil everythings cool,
then pop the soap out.

In addition to the above ideas, there
are many other gift ideas that are easy
to make. Mixed CDs can be a great
ift for anyone. Come up with a unique
play-list for the recipient using favorite
songs or songs that have their name in
Asmall container the title. Decorate the CD with col-
Fruitjuice or cocoa powder —ored sharpies and explain the signifi-
for flavor cance of each song.

Another idea is to make a collaged
Put the petroleum jelly into & box. Cut out pictures from magazines
bowl and meltitinthe micro or print them offline and cover a
wave. wooden or aluminum box with them.
Stirin as much fruit juice Then bake cookies or brownies and
powder or cocoa powder asfill the box with them.

you want for flavar Hand-made gifts are special and can
Microwave for another 30 show the receiver that a lot of time and
seconds and then set aside tffort was spent on their gift. These gifts
cool. are sure to be remembered for years
Once it has cooled, spoon thé come.

lip gloss into a small container

Be the first to bring your finished crossword to mom 108-J and get youname in next months paper!
Last month’s winnerwas senioBrit Garner

Down

1. This is how many days of Hannukah there are
2. This is the season after fall

3. There is one of these placed in the menorah
for each night of Hannukah

5.This is theAfrican-American winter holiday

6. One of these is worn to protect necks from the
cold

8.A golden star or one of these usually sits atop
Christmas trees

9. This is what the temperature does during the
winter season

10. This is who you spend holidays with

12. This is what people wear to keep warm when
they go outside

14. This is another name for precipitation in the
form of ice crystals
17. The winter

the year

Across

3. This is one of things people drink by the fire
during winter
4.

care..”

7. This candy is red and white striped

10.* the snowman was a very jolly soul..”
11. Some families put lights outside to

13. “Up on the rooftop, reindeer pause, out jumps
good ol’ Claus

15. In addition to gloves, these are worn on hands
to keep them warm

16. Most people make one of these for the New
Year

18. This is what is covered in lights and ornaments
19. This is a Jewish top

is the shortest day of

s were hung by the chimney with
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Leonwelcomes international students

trip very fun for usWe learn
something new from them ev-
ery day’
Schmidt also enjoys the tra-
ditions of her host family
“Thanksgiving was so
amazing,” Schmidt said. “I re-
ally enjoyed baking with my
host mother and grandmother
The food was very good.”
Like so many other Leon
students, Schmidt appreciates
the variety of musical classes
that are offered at school.
“I'm in Steel Band this
year and it has been so much
fun,” Schmidt said. “@king
music is fun. The group is fun
and everyone gets alongslt’
agood community
Overall, the girls concluded
that moving to a foreign
country and participating in all

High LifeFeature§\Vriter

Almost every yeama new
set of foreign exchange stu
dents enter Leon hoping t
learn the ways of a differen
country

This yeats students, Sofia
Runebrand of SwedeAn-
drea Cerezo of Spain an
Kristina Schmidt of Germany
bring three different ethnic
views to Leors evergrowing
population. Runebrand an
Cerezo applied to the ex
change program through th
EF (Education First) progra
at their schools.

Schmidt, who was born in
the United States, is technicall
a citizen and is only returnin
tothe U.S. for one year to ful
fill her dream of studying in ofits cultural activities is hard
America. Photo by Angelina Colao WOTK, butworth itif you are

Although Runebrand andjuniors Andr ea Celezo from Spain and Sofia Runebrand fom Sweden ae experiencing 0Pen to the ideals of a different

Cerezo were permitted tojife in the United Sates.The girls say education is vey different where they live. ~ country
come toTallahassee to live, . . Cerezo has loved her
their transfer came with a hefty Runebrand agrees andisit countries whose educathroughout the day and them merican adventure but also

price tag. says the amount of junk foodional system is more challengthey switch.” misses Spain.

“Overall, | think it cost consumed is incredible. ing than that of their home  One topic the girlshad no  «| think that our trip here
around $7,000 to come here” “It' s almost as if the junkcountry In the case of problem raving about wasp a5 peen very successful,”
Cerezo said. “Thatincludes aif©0d is cheaper than theRunebrand, Schmidt andheir hostfamilies. The Baileyscerezo said. “Wmet a lot of
fare. It mostly goes towardshe_a“hy food,” RunebrandCerezo, this conceptis entirehare housing Runebrand angq,y, people and learned a lot
our educationVe have to pay S&d- B false. Cerezo and theArrowoods argy interesting things. | really
to attend public school.” Of all the tra_nsmonal pro- “_Tests here are so m_uchnousmg Schmidt. _ enjoyed the experience but |

Adjusting to the vast cul- €€SSes the girls describedgasiey” Runebrand said.  “Ohllove [the Baileys],” giso really just can’twaitto get
tural and educational differ-transportation seems to be thé/Vhere we're from, there is Cerezo said. “They made thig,gme »
ences proved to be an eXperpiggest. _ _ no multiple choice option.
ence all three girls appreciate. “Here, your life basically When we got_ here and too

“Things here are so Verystarts whe_n you have a ¢ar oqr_flrst tests, it was very sur
different from the way things Cerezo said. “Back home, evprising to see that the answe
are at home,” Cerezo said€ryone isindependent, with omvere already provided.”
“Here, high school is kind of Without a carMost people  The monotony of every
the way you live. It the best depend on public transportaday classes is another adju
years of your life. tion. Not many teenagers havenent the girls had to make.

“At home, high school is their own cars.” “In Sweden, we don’t
about learning and education, Schmidt says where shéave the same classes evel
It was also difficult to start at V€S the reliance on publicday” Runebrand said. “Our
a new school. | have nevefransportationis much greaterschedule is much more varie
been a new student before, “In Germany we have Having the same classes e
evenwhen | was home. EvenPUses and trains, so peoplery day can get alittle boring.”
day | learn something néw don'treally need cars, atleast Schmidt finds the difference]

Schmidtsaysﬁndingfriendsif you're young,” she said. in school schedules slightl
gave her trouble. “I'm so used to walking to overwhelming.

“It was difficult to make SChooland downtowiou're “In Germanythe school
friends here,” Schmidt saig Kind of stuck without a car schedule is much different,”
“People have already maddere.” Schmidt said. “In Germany
set groups of friends, so it is Otherva;t differences peour clgsses gofrqm eightinth
difficult to feel included. It tweenAmerica and Spain, morning to one in the after- Photo by Angelina Colao

made me appreciate having th&€many and Sweden, are theoon and each class s only 43ynjor Kristina Schmidt likes being involved in Leon

friends | do back home.”  Out-of-school activities. minutes long. Steel Drum program. She says the gup is vely inviting.
Another diference the girls “Here, pretty muchtheonly  “School starts so early and

encountered iAmericawas thing people dois gotothe malis so long here. From fifth to
its dependence on fast food.?" © the movies,” Cerezo saideleventh grade in Germame
“People here, all they eat We have clubs and discohave different teachers for ev
is junk food,” Cerezo said. theques in Spain where we aléry subject who take turns ro
“Every single day they eat90 dancing. I strange to not tating in and out of one class
from a different fast food have discos.” room. The whole grade is al
place. In Europe we eat more Most people think that stu-ways together in one big groug
culturalfoods and have learne@€nts take advantage of forand each teacher of each su
to be healthy eign exchange opportunitiestgect comes into the clasg
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Tim Merlau brightens every room

Seriously you need to wear sunglasses, d sun-hat or something

By Caroline Whitney ing various music endeavors in the ne
High Life Feature®Vriter future, maybe thespians or a band

You've seen him around Leon, thglng'
quirky guy with theTevas and perma-
nently plastered smile. He is, of course, *id be in prisormericawould go
Tim Merlau, Leors resident funny L
man. The senior currently holdsthetitlk%e)ack o the bartering system (fou

of Mr. Leon. Heres some stiihe said. eeth=1200 dollars), the cast O.f L
guna Beach would be sucked into

Favorite Bookg¢Reading Material) tornado

The Constitution, The Declaration of
Independence, The Bible

In his perfect worl@arlos Mencia

Favorite television showsAr-
rested Development, The Office, Los

. _ A Survivor, Flavor of Love, Ed vs. Spen
Favorite SchoolFull Sail Film cer Mr. Show andhe Sate

School. The one he will be attending.

“I plan to be a directat Favorite form of the verb “to be’

Favorite thing about Leomhe will have been

treasure buried deep beneathit. 06 hot-100 dollar bills, bird

flu, Segways, K-Fed, Play Statio

Plans for the futur&et a million
dollar grant to hunt Big Foot, get aThree, schooland dumb luck

million dollar grant to rescue my stolen
wife from Big Foot, steal a one million
dollar diamond with Big Foot

What's notBroccoli, SARS, black
and white, the British and Donal

Rumsfeld Photo by Angelina Colao

SeniorTim Merlau can hardly contain his excitement about lifeTevas,
People he enjoy®ll of my friends Rebus Gestis, track jackets and the Leon High School community

have something to add to my life { HeroesJim CarreyDemetri Mas
don't like people who lack a persoﬁ-'n’ DonaldTrump, anyone whowears  art-¢| like to think of artas my heart  For future reference, if a tall

aliy” a cape, has a falcon, or batlan  and paint as my blood. Or my heart islondish kid is seen frolicking Lec’

Greenspan, Godhllan Greenspan painted and my blood is the art. Thaalls, it's probablyTim Merlau.

Music careet{ will be undertak- with falcon and cape and K-Fed point s, | paint with blood.”

Colleges say “show me the money!”

book of possible financial aid

opportunities available to Leon
students, sorted by application
deadlines.

The scholarships i&ep-
ping Sonesrange from a few
hundred dollars to up to
$30,000.

Guidance has also stressed
using the popular website
www.fastweb.com, where
you fill out a questionnare and
the search engine finds schol-
arships that might meet your
needs.

One way seniors are think-
ing of affording college is tak-
ing out student loans. Student

By Karis Needham will cover 75 percent of tuition
High Life Feature$\Vriter at a four-year college or 10
percent of tuition at a commu
Many seniors have alreadynity college.
applied to college. Some have For students with a 3.5
already been accepted. Theveighted GR, 75 hours of
pressing question now is howcommunity service and eithe
to pay for it. a 1270 SA score or a 28
The University of Florida, ACT score, the state of Florid
Florida Sate UniversityUni-  will cover 100 percent of tu-
versity of Georgia and Univer-ition and books, leaving the
sity ofAlabama are among thefamily to pay for only room
most sought after schools byand board.
Leon students. Howeveghese  “I'm so glad | qualified for
schools are much more ex100 percent Bright Future
pensive than many studentsbecause it has really taken
families can afford. lot of stress dfof my family,”
Alabama costs #1312 per senior Erin Stockdale said
semester for out-of-state tu*I'm also considering playing loans come in various amounts
ition alone. For tuition, plus volleyball in college, which Photo by Holly Johnson of money and do not charge
room and board Florida Stateould help me with money Senior Christie Goldsby converses with guidance interest or require payments
costs $14,585, Florida cost$oo.” counselor Jerry Hassler about affording various colleges. until after graduation. How-
between $14,000 and Another option students o . everthese loans can land you
$16,000. Georgia costsmay be using is the Florida_ MY grandparents did ily should be able to contrib-ijn gept |aterin life.
$28,000And Central Florida Prepaid Program. Using theFlorida f’rePa'd when | wasute to their childs college edu-  pany students are also tak-
costs $16,000. The UniversityPrepaid Program, parentsyoyn%e,f senior SaralVinslow cation. This number is SUbsng the traditional route of get-
of West Florida is the cheapsend in a monthly check thatSaid- “'mreally glad they did tracted from the amount thating 4 part-time job to afford
est with $14,000. will equal the amount of four- PeCause college is expensive the college the child will be at-he ¢osts of college.
Many Leon students haveyear tuition in Florida by the __Many students also usétending costs and gives the | grenzaAmato is one of
qualified for Bright Futures, time the child is eighteen. ThePAFSA (FreeApplication for - family the remainder as scholyygse seniors.
Florida's scholarship programtuition for these children staysederal 8identid.) FAFSA  arship money “ plan on using Bright Fu-
fully funded by the lotteryFor  at whatever it was when theS @n online application that - Scholarships, loans, anqyes and working part time to
students with a 3.0 weightecparents first started paying,S€S & familys income, Internships are all sources ofy for college, Amato said.
Grade PoinAverage and ei- meaning that the parents payPUPled with expenses, tdinancial aid. Every year «t wjjl be hard, but its worth

ther a 970 SA score or 21 less because they pay ovefOMe Up with a reasonable.eon's guidance departmenty »
ACT score. the state of Floridaime. estimate of how much that famputs outSepping $ones a
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Winter holidays won’t go unnoticed

Yule traditions.
When early missionarie
tried to convert Germani
With so many winter holi- peoples to Christianitghey
days celebrated in the Unitediound it easier to change th
States, many go unnoticed. interpretations of the celebr.
Because 78 percent oftions than to try to change o
Americans are Christian, manydestroy the celebration itself
people don't understand orToday the termsyule and
know the meaning behindChristmas are used inter,
many holidays associated withchangeably
the winter season. In the Netherlands,
The Leon High Lifere-  Sinterklaas, the name for th
searched some of the lesseiSaint Nicholas icon is cel-
known winter holidays around ebrated on Dec. 6. It is the tr.
the world. dition that gifts are exchange
Yule, the Norse winter sol- on Saint Nicolaas, Sinterkl
stice celebration, was cel-eve, or Dec. 5. The Netherland Santa Claus A family celebrates Kwanzaa
ebrated in the northern hemi-  In November of each yearfigure, Sinterklaas, brings gifts  in their traditional colorful
sphere on Dec. 21 by Ger-Sinterklaas arrives from Spairio children each December  ouffits.
manic pagans, a term to deand parades through the streets

By Elizabeth Nelson
High LifeFeatures Editor

1966. Its name comes from a
Swabhili phrase that means
“first fruits.” Kwanzaa is cel-
ebrated almost entirely By-
rican-Americans in the United
States.

There is a Humanist coun-
terpart to Christmas and other
winter holidays called
HumanLight that is celebrated
on Dec. 23.

As with Kwanzaa,
HumanLight was created
solely as a counterpart to other
winter holidays. HumanLight
began inverona, New Jersey
in 2001 as a single event. It
has experienced a lot of
growth since that point, though
the celebrations are still mostly
confined to the East Coast and

scribe anyone who is notwhile the children clap andthey have not been gooddec. 26 through Jan. 1 andpe Midwest.

Christian, Jewish or Islamic. ltcheer Before bed on theBlack Pete, Sinterklaas’ helpefeatures activities like lighting

HumanLight is celebrated

has now been reorganized bvening of Dec. 5, the childrerWvill leave them bags of stickscandles, gift giving, a huge feass g that it can associate itself

Germanic Neopaganism.  |eave their shoes by the fron@nd saltinstead of presents.and pouring of libations, a
Many of the Christmas tra- door and Sinterklaas brings Kwanzaa is a week-longdrink offering to the gods.
ditions, such as burningyale  gifts to every child who hascelebration that honosri- Kwanzaa was founded by
log, eating ham and hangingbeen good the past year can-American heritage.
holly and mistletoe beganfrom  The children are told thatif  TNis celebration runs fromand was first celebrated in

Interest in fashion sparks c

By Karis Needham that there were so many differe

High Life Feature§\Vriter tastes,” Bransford said.

Leon has recently taken an interest ' '€ 90als of the club include sho
in fashion after the modeling troupe [1€25iNg student work by producing
lusions started last springdding to fashion show at the end of the ye
Leon's support of fashion trends an@"d attending fashion shows both|
marketing is Leors newest club, ap- Cally and nation-wide.
propriately named, The Fashion Club, ~ W& hope to have many gue

The Fashion Club was forma”yspea_ker§ that are knowledgeable in t
started on NouL after a huge, collec-fashion industry come in and talk t

tive interest in fashion among studen{&® club.” Leland said. “Later onin th
was seen from a formal surva@e yearwhen the lllusions Modeling Club

club held its first meeting on No¥. has its annual fashion shame hope

The club is sponsored by Erencl? h_ave a small collection of clothin
teacher Madame Clarke and is run Hj£Signedand made by members of
president and senior Paul BransfordClUP Pe @ part of that show

“Madame Clarke, being the French 1€ €lub plans on attending man
teacherhad the idea [for the club] inFlor'da1 Stat_e _Unlversny faSh'?n_ Sh?"\{
the back of her mind for quite somt!g‘nd fundfa's'”g to attend a “big city
time since fashion is a big aspect of t&SNion show in the future, such

French culture,” sophomore secretary/liami Or NewYork.

Kate Leland said. The club has a variety of Stz o shion Club sponsor Madame Clark and

. nts in it, ranging from all tastes i . .
Bransford was chosen as presMeH?th, p 9ing i b 'Bransford discuss club business and plan
because of his interest in starting thg0 Ing and perceplions o eauty
club and his clear vision for the club. Many lllusions members, as well agthers,” Bransford said.

with other December holidays,
while still allowing its members
to celebrate other religious

black nationalist Ron Karengapgjigays, as many do.

Photo by Ashira Morris
president and senior Paul
for the next big club event.

eryone feels included in the club.

“[Our] purpose s to provide stu-°tners, have joined the club and there Bransford plans to make this hap- “Our club is not exclusive; we wel-
dents ways to express their creativit§'s €VeN afew male members t0o. pen by not only attending and creatiogme all ideas, opinions and tastes,”
and to enjoy something about school,” There are some students [in theashion shows, but by providing workhe said. “Vé enjoy new members and
Bransford said. “The fashion club wel$1UP] who are strict followers of theshops led by students in the Fashitmok forward to next yess activities.
comes all aesthetics and opinions d#test fashion trends, and then thergesign program at FSU. As the club foundet look forward to
beauty in the relation to commercial&"® S0Me who are not, but[they]love - Along with showcasing studenext yeals president to carry the club
ism in our society the art anq abstract aspect of fashionork in their spring fashion shothe to its future goals and expectations.”

The idea for the club came from afrélandsaid. club will focus on advertising and gar- Leland and Bransford agree that
informal discussion about existing clubs 1 € clubs diversity meshes wellment marketing. They will also have aanyone who is interested in fashion is
on campus and mutual curiosity of wh\/ith their objective, whichis to estabonline magazine which they hope to uprelcome in the club.
there was no club representing fashigf! @1 Understanding between peopigate every two to three weeks. “Our club is an interest club, and in-
between Clarke and Bransford. of all fashion trends and statements. Bransford says that in addition formational, as well,” Leland said. “If

“We noticed that people seem to /€ hope to bring about change ifepresenting fashion, he and the resyoli have the slightest interestin fash-
take an interestin their appearance afitf Way People view themselves anghe members want to make sure &g, you should join.”



Compiled by Danielle Spisso
High LifeNews Editor

Chorus students awal

Five students were recently awarddidState Sight|
Readingrickets. Sigrulquist, Daniel Doan, Jonathg
Mathes, Max Shepherd and Wilford were among thg
100 selected students who excelled on the sight reg

of the Reading Chorus rampa this Januar§4 other
Womens, and Mers Choirs.

Honor Band selected

Shawn Fassig, Doug Jaks, Keith Leslie, Brian |

were selected for tHEi-State Honor Band at Floridad

theTri-State area and also many prevalent conduc
and directors in the country

_(fé:{hirs in Florida , the state legislature a

=}

portion of theAll-State audition process and will be pa

students recieved tickets to perform with the Mixgd

News

Count/ unsure of new policy

By Danielle Spisso chosen,” Rocky Hanna said. “I thinksijo-
High LifeNews Editor ing to cause a lot of dissention.”

In order to provide financial incentive for 1€ Main appeal of the B8R programis the
mpney that will be distributed to each partici-

ion board have introduced theagT Pating countyLeon County will receive about
H$1.75 million to award the top 25 percent of
will be in efect by next semestéoweverthis t€achers a5 percent bonus on their base pay
plan may affect students, as well as teachers, . -€0N County ] doesn'thave to participate,”
dingThe idea of the plan is to adopt a system thigmes Parr.y:tjlef of Labor R’elatlons inLeon
rtcgn measure teachers’ growth in student p&2unty , said. “Butif we don't, we have to sub-

formance in order to determine a bonus on th&jt 0Ur own program and use money out of our
base pay (i.e. a performance pay plan). own fundsWe dont have much of a choice.”

" Originally, it was intended to use FTA Another.conce.rn is that only 25 percent of
scores to determine growth in students from ofgchers will receive the 5 percent base bonus.
year to the next. Howeveabout 40-50 per “Ninety-nine percent of our teachers do an

cent of the 400-plus courses in the county Htstanding job,” Pons said. ‘#weed a sys-
o-not tied to FCA. tem that pays all teachers a high salary because

(Specialleacherére Rewarded) Plan, whicl

gan, Sarah LogaAbby Sarbeck and Jordan Raymond  “There needs to be a standard that applied#> System doesrévaluate teachers faifly

allteachers, not just teachers focused orCA _ Although the plan will be finalized by the end

State Universitylt will feature the best musicians froh Leon County Superintendent Jackie Pons sdii, Decembermany Leon administrators are

orsm really concerned about the program.”  Unsure of its end result. )
Although itis uncertain exactly how the leam- It S the end of the first semester and we siill
ing gains in students not participating in AcAdon't have any idea of how to implement this
.will be measured, Pons believes it will be in tH¥an,” Hanna said.

P aW P Owe r T r i V If of some sort of additional exams, similar Howeverthe county administrators hope that
i all of the problems will be smoothed outin time.

Be the first to bring the correct answer to 108J
and you'll be featured in next month’s issue.

Where are the five guardian a
gels that are said to protect Le!
students located?

a.Each corner of the main

building

b. The moasic on the front of

the school Congratulations to An-
c.The attic drew Green who an-
d. The math wing swered the previous

Paw Power question
correctly Answer: C.

e.Over the Meridian entrance
of the Nettles Building

\widewYear resolutions on health, faith and other,

AT, for non-FCA coursesThe possibil- <" - %% . )
ity of usingAdvanced Placement exams grades Itwill be hard to come up with something
has also been discussed. that is fair to everyone and we’ll have some
“It' s going to end up hurting a lot of fee"ngglltches at flrst,l” Parry s:aud. “@just have to
when only the top 25% of teachers are cho Make a good faith effort.

Administrators make resolutions

By Danielle Spisso

High LifeNews Editor T
[M Y RESOLUTIONS ] USUALLY

The last firework booms and the sound o START OUT PRETTY GOOD, BUT
“Happy NewYear!” rings through the air; &'
Jan. 1, the beginning of a new year

It is very common to make resolutions for MY OLD HABITS .
the NewYear ranging from reaching a goal to -R ocky H ANNA
staying healthyMany administrators at Leon
take part in this tradition and are beginning to
think of resolutions for the upcoming N&ear
The tradition of the NeWear's resolution
8 gan around 153 B.C. Janus, a mythical Go
early Rome , was placed at the head of th
calendaiwith two faces, Janus could look back
o past events and forward to the future. Janu
%ecame the ancient symbol for resolutions an
many Romans looked for forgiveness from their
gHemies during this time of the year
However over time, resolutions have
changed from forgiving enemies to bettering
yourself.
is Principal Rocky Hanna tries to center his

BY AROUND M ARCH I'M BACK TO

personal issues. Howeyke has trouble keep-
oAy his resolutions throughout the whole year
“Iltusually starts out pretty good,” Hanna said.
uritgut by around March, I'm back to my old
habits.”
Athletic Director Mark Feely also pays at-
tention to his health when making N&@ar  cessful when it comes to keeping resolutions.

Graphic coutesy of patycity.com

resolutions. Although Epting doesn’t normally make reso-
“I'mtrying to cut back on eating salt,” Feely  |utions, last year he resolved to run in the Disney

said. “I really like salt.” Marathon and plans to run it again this year
Feely also plans on cutting back onusing “That's a great one, but I'm not big on

curse words. triathlons,” Feely said. “If you see me running,

“I'll probably get made fun of, but I wantto someones chasing me. If you see me riding a
replace them with nonsense words like bike, someone took away my cand if you
dadgumit,” Feely said. see me swimming, &'because | fell out of a

Administrator Billy Epting has been most suc- boat.”



News

GS

“Promoting promiscu
and homosexual beh

Parent challenges club’s validity

By Michael McKinnon and Isabe¥ilson later went to the Parefeacher Or his support of the GSA group. ing up for the rights of all people. She
High Life News Writers ganization (PTO) and the Fellowship “(GSA) is not promoting any kind is entitled to her beliefs as well.”
of ChristianAthletes (FCA) with the of sexuality’ Hanna said. “I& simply O'Connell's campaign for getting rid
A Leon High School parent-volun-same concerns. teaching kids to get along with otheof GSA at Leon was short lived, but
teer Mira O’Connell, was recently On one occasion, O’Connelkids.” that did not mean she did not have any
escorted off the school premises dughowed up at a Leon Mix-It-Up plan-  After O'Connell handed these maother problems with students’ behav-
to her erratic behavior toward the Gaging event, which included memberterials to the sponsors, Hanna had ther. She has since been working to fix
StraightAlliance (GSA) club. of GSA, FCA and Ladies of Distinc-woman escorted off campus before the way students dance at Leon func-
According to Principal Rocky tion. Brown and fellow GSA sponsotarge ordeal could take place. tions, which she views as inappropri-
Hanna, O’Connell stated that the cluborrie O'Dell attempted to speak with  Some teachers describe the formate and raunchy
was “promoting promiscuous and hoher, but O’Connell refused to talk toparent-volunteer here at Leon as just O’Connell's son, Nathan, a sopho-
mosexual behavidrShe later told them. aworried parent. more at Leon defended his motker
Scott Brown, the GSAponsarthat ~ “She wouldn’t even shake our “She is a very nice lady who justactions and described the event as be-
school was strictly for “reading, writ-hands,” Brown said. has a major concern,” FCA sponsoing exaggerated and blown out of pro-
ing and arithmetic.” O’'Connell, who  O’Connell later showed up atRobertWurzel said. portion.
chose not to comment on this storschool with information about how  ThoughWurzel depicts O’Connell  “The dances were the firstissue. She
alleged that homosexuality was a disiomosexuality could be cured. The iras concerned, Brown isn’t as sympdsn’t really on a campaign, like a... cru-
ease and that being homosexual medatmation consisted of assorted articlébetic to her cause or the approach slsade,” O’Connell said. “Stefrying to
that one was subject to more sexualfyom the Nationahssociation for Re- took to dealing with it. improve the school. She doesn’t want
transmitted diseases than a hetersearch and Therapy of Homosexual- “People with narroybigoted views kids who already have trouble with
sexual person. ity, an oganization that claims to knowwill refuse to accept rational thoughtgender disorders to be further confused
With these concerns, O’Connelthe cure to homosexuality and explairfsom others,” Brown said. and pressured into harmful decisions.”
went to the superintendent, the sffisrif its purpose as “helping clients bring their At this time, GSA has chosen not Hanna has chosen to take the stu-
department and other departments desires and behaviors into harmortg confront the parent-voluntégcon- dents’ side in the ordeal and has de-
law enforcement. Hanna said that allith their values.” cerns, choosing instead to let them beided to sever ties with the former par-
of the people she visited gave her the She gave this to the club sponsors “We are standing by our beliefs anént-volunteer
same response: all students have casf-FCA and GSA who then, withoutoeing tolerant of her actions,” GSA “My job is to protect the students
stitutional rights to gather on schooteading the papers, handed them overesident Jessica Moody said.€Wand their rights,” Hanna said.
grounds with faculty overvievBhe to Hanna, who continues to be firm imre simply a humanitarian club stand-




Editorials

GSA and freed

A Leon mother has started a pet
tion to bring an end to GSA. She h
even gone to the leaders of the F
lowship of Christiarthletes to have
them back her plans, but they refuse]

To me, its obvious that she doe
not know what the consequences
removing just one club from one scho

would beYou see, if GSAs removed,
By Kelsey Stevens then FCA might have to be remove
High Life Editorial Editor because someone may think it offen
non-Christians.

In todays world, it seems likewe |llusions may have to be remove
are often battling to express our pebecause i§ a modeling troopAnd
sonal ideas. School is the one plag®meone may believe that modelin
where that freedom is usually uphelghromotes eating disorders. The arg
Yet, that sanctuary was recently inments would be never-ending. Ul
vaded. mately no clubs will be allowed at an

Though students try to express theichool because they all somehow
ideas through the classes and clubsfahd someone.
this school, there is apparently atleast | must admit, she has the right t
one adult who believes that one of ouelieve whatever she wants to, but s|
clubs, Gay-BaightAlliance, iswrong  does not have the right to enforce h
and should not be allowed in a scho@pinions and beliefs on others. Itis
atmosphere. right to have opinions. In fact, itis hu

The club is doing nothing wrong.man to have personal beliefs. GSA h
GSA has never pushed any of its ide@ne nothing to pressure its fellow st
on other students. The whole point afients into its beliefs. There is no wron| W
the club is to promote tolerance. Stillin |etting the members of the club b
there is one parent who feels the clujho they are.
should not exist.

Letters to the

The littering problem that Leon hadar. Many of the players feel that the
is still notimproving that much on camdon’t get enough credit or recognitiol
pus. During lunch, when kids sit outfor what they do.
side, they leave plates of fries, Ziploc | think that more people should sta
bags, brown bags, sodas and whate\gging to the games. It would encou
they eat, on the front lawn. Off-camage our team and make our sch
pus kids leave sodas in the parking lot&ok even better
| am guessing that even after a big hu- The girls basketball team is gettin
miliation to Leon inThe Rllahassee better and harder to beat. They ne
Democratmany students don’t careo know that we support them and th
about Leors reputation in the commu-we really do care.
nity. | am sure Rocky Hanna s tired of Brooke Sone
this, so all the Leon High School stu-
dents should help out more when th
eatlunch.

Cameron Miller

The girls basketball team at Leon i
one of our best. They win the majori
of their games, only having lost two s|
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B thalyz tion for L C
By Isabelilson effect. The LCBS will vote on thesenitrogen to project two small probegine, entitled New Scienti$echnol-

High Life NewsWriter measures in the near future. that extend from 15 to 31 feet. Howegy, there have been 184 taselated

If approved, shool resource offic- ever the taser guns which could bétalitiesA majority of the victims, how-
During the recent election, Leorers will be allowed to use breathalyzerssed on campus will only be permittedver were under the influence of drugs
County students voted to give schoelt school functions, like dances antb go up to 15 feet. or alcoholAlthough some deem taser
resource officers the authority to usgthletic events, when there is reason- The probes are connected to thguns as inhumane or threatening, itis a
breathalyzers on campus. able suspicion that a student is intoxitaser device by insulated wifa elec- much safer alternative to an actual gun
Furthermore, students voted to akated. It is currently not known if, ortrical signal is transmitted through ther other such devices.
low trained law enforcement officersyhen, these items will make their dewires and the probes make contactwith If a student shows up at a Leon
to use taser guns on students of ajluit. Though Florida voted “yes” tothe body or clothing. This results in ailigh School event and appears to be
ages. Currentjyasers are only allowedtheir use on campus, itis up to the Ledmmediate loss of the perserbility - intoxicated, a school resource officer
to be used on students over the age@bunty School Board to put that lawto perform coordinated action for ther trained law enforcer would be al-
16. into use at all schools in Leon Countyduration of the impulse, which is aplowed to randomly test a studesgo-
Although students have approved A taser gun is a mechanism that iproximately five seconds. briety by use of a breathalyZ€ne item
these new measuresstip to the Leon designed to emit an electronic shock Though it resembles a pistol, thiés used to estimate the blood alcohol
County School Board to decide ifthat temporarily incapacitates a perblack and yellow device delivers a far
these new measures will actually go intson. The device utilizes compresselss painful blowAccording to amaga- Please see LWS, p. 4

Clubs spread holiday che

Organization. The NHPCO
provides care to people of all
ages in need.

The SGA is also tossing
around the idea of holding a
“movie night,” which would be
used as an event to collect toys
for theToys forTots oganiza-
tion.

The Gay-8aightAlliance is
“adopting” a child this holiday
season through the Big Bend
Cares Foundation, which is an
organization that provides edu-
cation and comprehensive sup-
port to people infected with or
affected by HIV/AIDS. They
plan to “adopt” a child, or two,

N . and find out what he or she is
items. Different clubs and Photo by Angelina Colao interested in. Then, they will

groups around school hav : . . / ’
picked certain charities to pa:SUdent Body President John Coppins places a toy in theoys for Tots box in the library. Oghjrrlzza:;z h,;rlijz?r;ts for them

By Michael McKinnon
High Life NewsWriter

The holiday season is ap
proaching and, with it, come
the feeling to give. Whether it
is the old man ringing the bell
in front of Wal-Mart or a
canned food drive at the loca|
grocery store, this time of yeal
is known to draw the best frol
everyone.

Leon High School is not be-|
ing left out of the community’
effort to be charitable this holi-
day season, as it will participat
in another set of activities
which promote the donation of

ticipate in. tunate. delivered more than 18.5 mil-run raised lots of money an Picrian is also in the chari
Leon’s division of According to its official liontoystoover 7.4 million chil- participants donated thousand? bllerlandls &II_SO Ir’]N ?.C alrl-
MCJROTC is participating in website, the Marin&oys for dren. of toys for charity aple moge. Leos Nationa

Honor Society is taking up a
project in which they will stuff
a Christmas stocking with toys
and donate it to The Caring

many activities around the holi- Tots Foundation “provides hap- The ROTC also donated its  After recovering from the
day season. Once again, thpiness and hope to disadvartime to providing security at thevery successful “Can the Prin
ROTC program will be taking taged children who might oth-festival of lights, the annualcipal” food drive, the Student
partin theToys forTots drive. erwise be overlooked this holi-holiday paradeAs a unit, the GovernmentAssociation is Christmas Connection. That
They will be working closely day season.” ROTC group participated in thenow planning to adopt a family o ] -

with the Marine Corps Center  Toys forTots is a 59-year Jingle Bell Run, a three-kilome-through The Caring Connec_ohrganlzatloln W”]! then delwm
in Tallahassee to collect toystradition of the U.S. Marine ter race through the streets afion, a program of the Nationalt e toys to less fortunate chil-

for children who are less for- Corps Reserves. In 2005, idowntownTallahasseeThe Hospice and Palliative Caredren'



