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Nominees fight for the win

Name: George Mannheimmer

Age: 17

G.P.A: 3.9 unweighted

George Mannheimmer has served

as the Class President of the class of

2008 for three years and been a mem-

ber of SGA for two years.

He feels as though his experience

in this leadership position makes him

the perfect candidate for the Student

Body President in 2008.

“I’m good with people,”

Mannheimmer said. “I’m able to get

things done, but I also know how to

have a good time.”

Mannheimer’s biggest goal for next

year is making the pep rallies more

fun for students.

“I can get the pep rallies crunk,”

Mannheimer said.” “I have the abil-

Name: Sarah Kothe

Age: 17

G.P.A: 3.96 unweighted

Sarah Kothe has been a member of

SGA for two years where she has

served as the class of 2008 treasurer.

She was also elected the treasurer for

SGA this year.

Kothe, who is also a three year

band and two year National Honor

Society member, feels as though her

involvement at Leon would allow her

to make decisions that represent the

entire student body.

“I’m not from a specific ‘group,’”

Kothe said. “I know a lot of people

around school so I can represent all

of the diverse groups our school.”

Although she has always thought

about running for Student Body Presi-

dent, it wasn’t until recently that she

made her final decision.

“I have so many great ideas for next

year,” Kothe said. “I just want to make

Leon better, even though it’s already

great.”

Some of those ideas include get-

ting involved with more national

charities, including “Flush Away Can-

cer,” making pep-rallies better and

having all elections done electroni-

cally.

“I feel like elections for Homecom-

ing or Senior Superlatives would be

a lot more accurate if we made them

electronic,” Kothe said. “All of my

ideas are for our school. I’m doing

this for the students.”

George Mannheimer Jeff NaftzingerSarah Kothe

Student Body President Elections are looming and the impor-
tant decision of who will be running our school is on the line
By Danielle Spisso

High Life News Editor

Name: Jeff Naftzinger

Age: 17

G.P.A: 3.2 unweighted

Jeff Naftzinger, first year SGA

member, feels like just a “regular

guy” when compared to the other

candidates for Student Body Presi-

dent. However, he feels that this

might be an advantage to his cam-

paign.

“I know I’m new and I don’t have

a lot of experince like Sarah and

George, but I think that might be a

good thing,” Naftzinger said. “I’ll

have a fresher look on things and I

won’t be afriad to change things that

need to be changed.”

Naftzinger is also a member of the

International Thespian Society and

the yearbook staff.

“I think I represent the entire

school,” Naftzinger said. “I’ve got a

good grasp on what everyone wants

because I’m in the middle of every-

thing.”

Naftzinger first decided to run  af-

ter seeing past performances from

former Student Body Presidents.

“I saw what John Coppins did for

Leon and what Bud Baker did before

him,” Naftzinger said. “I love Leon

and I wanted to be a part of that, to

make a difference.

“I want what the students want. I

want to make changes and make

things happen. My ideas are the stu-

dents’ ideas.”

ity to pump up the crowd and make

the pep rallies fun.”

Mannhiemer was also a member of

Youth Leadership Tallahassee.

“That was a great experience, it re-

ally helped me learn to work with

people,” Mannheimer said. “You have

to be able to communicate if you want

to get things done.”

Although Mannheimmer doesn’t

have any specific ideas for next year,

he hopes to meet the needs of all of

the students.

“It’s not about what I want, it’s

about what everyone else wants,”

Mannheimmer said. “I want people to

come to me with what they want and

it’ll be my job to get it done.”

The position of the Student Body

President is one that may seem over-

whelming to most. However, the fol-

lowing nominees have high hopes in

leading the student body next year.

Speeches will be held April 23 with

elections the following day.

Photo by Eden Joyner

School divided on new

Leon mural
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George Mannheimer, Jeff Naftzinger and Sarah Kothe duke it out in SGA.
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interns
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The High Life
The High Life is the official student newspaper of Leon

High School. The newspaper staff controls all aspects of

content and design. Kevin Record, the journalism teacher

and adviser, provides guidance, supervision and assistance.

The High Life strives to serve as a forum of public opin-

ion. In keeping with that goal, the publication  does not

publish material that is libelous, obscene or that may cause

a substantial and material disruption of school activities.

                  Questions and comments:

                 leonhighlife@gmail.com

550 E Tennessee St., Tallahassee, FL 32308

   Phone 488-1971 ext. 2630 Fax 922-5311

         www.leon.leon.k12.fl.us
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Letters to the Editor
Leon’s recent hire of

Coach Bill Ragan’s is a great

start to the 2007 football sea-

son. I have great respect for

Coach Rollinson. He was a

great coach and I was sad to

see him go. But now Leon

has a new coach and is look-

ing to restore that winning

tradition.

Justin Epstein

I think the new schedule

for next year is a great idea.

Next year, first period will

start at 8:00 and seventh will

end at 3:15.

To me this is great because

it will allow me to get to my

first period class easier. I

wouldn’t have to wake up

early or anything.

The downside to the new

timing is that we get out of

school at 3:15 instead of

2:52. But all in all, I think

it’s a good change.

Brittany Regis

Leon High School is a

melting pot of talented ath-

letes, actors and academia.

Our proud tradition has

spanned more than a century

and shows no sign of slow-

ing down. We are proud to

wear red and white, and the

courage of the lion will

never leave us. Spirit for our

great school can never be

displayed enough, but it

should be done tastefully.

Recently, concrete slabs

were arranged on the hill

that surrounds the stadium

to spell “Leon.” The letters

are so large they can be seen

from the International Space

Station with the naked eye

(okay, we exaggerated a

little).

The giant sign is not only

a giant eyesore, but it is also

a waste of hard earned

money. Teaches who are

proud to be a part of the

Leon faculty educate us so

that we may contribute to

the school’s excellence.

Why not help them help us?

How is spending money on

that sign going to further our

education? The school is old

and with age comes maturity.

We’re sure the class of 1957

had good intentions when they

chose to give the gift of ce-

ment and sand to Leon. We’ve

even heard from another stu-

dent that its current appear-

ance is temporary, and the sign

will recieve a sprucing up with

red bricks. Great. More money

that will be uselessly spent.

However honorable the

alumni’s motives were, their

execution of the plan fell

short. Hopefully the thing

isn’t permanent and can be

recycled.

Mary Corriea and

Amelia Woodworth

SAVE THE DATE !!Yearbooks
   Are In!!

When: Monday April

30, 2007

Where: Auditorium

during BOTH lunches

Yearbooks may NOT be purchased

on this day. Extra yearbooks will be

sold May 1, 2007 in the auditorium

for $75.

LEON PROM 2007

Saturday, April 21Saturday, April 21Saturday, April 21Saturday, April 21Saturday, April 21

8-12 p.m.8-12 p.m.8-12 p.m.8-12 p.m.8-12 p.m.

LEON COUNTY CIVIC CENTER

Tickets: $30Tickets: $30Tickets: $30Tickets: $30Tickets: $30

Tickets will be sold at the door.
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Students who yearn for

something new at Leon might

be pleased with the addition

of three classes to next year’s

course request form.

Those classes are Dance

Techniques, World Religions

and Florida History, and each

of these class ideas were pro-

posed by teachers. Both

World Religions and Florida

History will only be semes-

ter-long classes, while Dance

Techniques will be a full-year

course.

Although these classes will

be on the course request form,

whether or not the class ex-

ists depends on how many

students sign up for them.

Also, if enough students sign

up for the one-semester

classes, it is possible that they

will be available both semes-

ters.

World Religions and

Florida History are both in

the Social Studies depart-

ment. Florida History will be

open to all grades, but World

Religions is available to ev-

eryone but freshmen.

Dr. Linda Teague, who

proposed the idea for the

class, will be teaching World

Religions. Teague wanted a

class that would clear up any

misinterpretations of differ-

ent religions.

 “Misunderstanding leads

to prejudice, and in some

cases, violence,” Teague said.

The class offers a look at

the major religions of the

world, including Buddhism,

Hinduism, Taoism, Judaism,

Christianity and Islam.

Teague also wants students to

explore the relationships be-

Despite rampant rumors of an

impending mandatory seventh pe-

riod and a longer school day, there

will be only minor changes made to

the Leon daily class schedule for the

2007-08 school year.

In reality, a seventh period will

not be required. Furthermore, in-

stead of first period beginning at

7:35 a.m., it will begin at 8 a.m.

Also, bus service will get students

to school prior to 8 a.m., as opposed

to the current 8:20-8:30 a.m. arrival.

Students may choose not to take

the optional first period if they can

provide their own transportation to

school. Otherwise, they can choose

to ride the bus and arrive about one

hour before the beginning of second

period.

Principal Rocky Hanna is excited

about the time change for multiple

reasons, including the extra half

hour of sleep.

“I think it’s great,” Hanna said.

“I think the kids are really going to

like it.”

Next year’s official school day

will end at 3:10 p.m. The current

school day ends at 2:52 p.m.

 Students have raised concerns

over how the schedule change will

affect after-school sports and activi-

ties, but Hanna is confident that the

slight change in ending time will not

hinder any of the usual after-school

activities.

“It’s only 20 minutes,” Hanna

said.  “It’s not going to have that

much of an impact on sports and

things.”

Hanna elaborated on his support

for the schedule change by describ-

ing the current system as being un-

fair to students who want to take a

seventh class but are not able to pro-

vide their own transportation.

Hanna is aware that a mandatory

seventh period would not be fair to

students who are not in favor of tak-

ing the extra class. Hanna feels that

next year’s option will be fair to all

students, whether they choose to

take six or seven periods.

Once getting past the hype of a

rumored mandatory seventh period,

the student body seems to be pleased

at the new schedule.

Senior Miles Bozeman, although

unaffected by the change, likes the

shift.

“I think it will help kids be more

alert and focused during class in the

morning,” Bozeman said.

Sophomore Colin Wulf is very

pleased with the later starting time

reserved for next year.

“I am welcoming this change,

personally,” Wulf said. “When it

comes to extra-curricular activities

that last late into the night, as much

as five minutes of extra sleep can

be precious.”

Hanna believes that next year’s

system will be a positive change for

the student body.

“I think it’s really going to help

the kids out,” Hanna said.  “A lot of

people have had problems rushing

to get credits or getting classes that

they want, so this change is going

to be a good thing.”

New times for a new year

By Kyle Muller

High Life News Writer
tween religion and history,

society and culture.

Those interested in the

class do not need to have any

previous knowledge of cer-

tain religions. Instead, Teague

prefers that her students are

open-minded, critical think-

ers. The class is not about

preaching religion, but in-

stead presents an objective

look on what various cultures

believe and how religions all

over the world have had an

impact on historical events.

The Florida History class

was proposed by Scott

Brown. Brown and Social

Studies Department Chair

Eileen Schaap both agreed

that it was important for stu-

dents to know the history of

their surroundings, because

many Leon students do not

fully know the history of the

state.

Taking Florida History al-

lows students to study Florida

all the way back to the Pale-

olithic age and explore sev-

eral topics including the de-

mise of Native Americans in

Florida, farm life in the

1800s, and Civil War and the

reconstruction. Brown also

plans on taking his spring se-

mester students on walking

tours around town.

Millie Seckel will teach

Dance Techniques, which

welcomes beginner students,

as well as students who have

an advanced experience in

dance.

Seckel recommended this

class idea because she felt

dance was the only compo-

nent the fine arts program at

Leon was missing.

“There are students out

there who have chorus

classes, and who have art

classes, and who have music

classes,” Seckel said. “But

some dancers may not be able

to sing, draw, or play an in-

strument. Now, our fine arts

program is complete.”

Dance Techniques, which

is the first dance class at Leon

for a credit, offers an oppor-

tunity to acquire knowledge

and skills in different dance

styles. The styles dancers will

learn include ballet, jazz, hip-

hop, theatre and modern

dance.

Rather than just girls,

Seckel wants males to sign up

for her class as well.

“I want girls and boys, not

just girls,” Seckel said.

Seckel also hopes more

dance classes will emerge in

the future.

“It’s like a baby. It needs

to grow,” Seckle said. “This

is just the beginning.”

By Michael McKinnon

High Life News Writer The High Life Staff has asked English classes around

the school whether or not they like the new Leon mural

on the front lawn. Here are the results:

Paw Power Poll

Photo courtesy of yearbook

New additions to 2007-08 courses
Dance Techniques, World Religions and Florida History will be added to the curriculum

YES, we like the mural: 35%

NO, we dislike the mural: 52%

We just don’t care: 13%

Out of 465 students
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For the past 100 years, Leon High School

has been making history by earning numer-

ous awards and recognitions. Dr. Linda

Teague, Leon High School teacher has taken

those memories and put them into a book.

As a third-generation Leon alum, Teague

took interest in Leon’s history.

“I was really interested in Leon’s history,

and most of the older alums were dying out,

and with them goes their stories.” Teague, a

1963 graduate, said. “I wanted to get their

story.”

The book, titled The Lion’s Pride: A Picto-

rial and Anecdotal History of Leon High

School will be a coffee-table style book that

is filled with Leon memorabilia, such as color

and black and white pictures and memories

of alumni. It will cover Leon’s history from

1827 to 2000. History from 2000 to 2007 is

briefly mentioned, but isn’t thoroughly dis-

cussed because that time period will be cov-

ered in another historic account.

The book will feature interviews with fa-

mous alumni such as Emmy nominee Cheryl

Hines (whom Teague taught Psychology),

state representative Lorranne Ausley, Florida

State University’s softball coach Dr. Joann

Graf, Mallory Horn and Mary Call Darby

Collins, wife of late LeRoy Collins. She be-

gan the interviews in 2003. The interviewee’s

graduating dates go back as far as 1922.

To research the history, Teague looked into

Florida archives, school board minutes, past

editions of The Leon High Life and the Lions

Tale and Coach Cox’s book on Leon football.

The book has already created a well-de-

served buzz.

“This book is a welcoming blending of sen-

timentality and objectivity, and will be a book

to be cherished and one that will be referred to

many times in the future,” Dr. William W.

Rogers, Professor Emeritus of History at

Florida State University, said.

Teague and her family have called Leon

home for three generations. Her grandmother,

Eunice Johnston, was an innovator. In 1931,

she started journalism at Leon and created the

first school newspaper: The Leon High Life.

She also taught Latin and English. Teague cur-

rently teaches in her grandmother’s old class-

room. Teague’s mother, Frances Teague, also

taught at Leon. Teague also used to teach across

the hall from her mother’s classroom. Her two

brothers, two stepsons,  uncle and eleven cous-

ins are also graduates of Leon.

Teague currently teaches Advanced-Place-

ment Psychology. Teague started the first AP

Psychology classes in Leon County. She was

previously named Leon High Teacher of the

Year, Fulbright Scholar to New Zealand in 2002

and Fulbright Scholar to Malaysia in 1993. She

also sponsored student government for 19

years.

The book will be sold at locally owned

shops, but will mainly be made available

through online orders.

Orders will be taken at Leon’s Grand Re-

union 2. Though Teague had hoped to have

copies of the book available at the event, a tele-

vision screen will show images of the book.

The book will cost $65, which includes tax,

shipping and handling, and will be roughly 300

pages of color and black and white graphics,

which were coordinated by David Knapp,

Leon’s steel-drum teacher. Orders must be

taken by April 30 and the books will be mailed

out on or before May 30.

 Checks should be made out to Dr. Linda

Teague. To order online, go to

www.thelionspridebook.com. Paper order

forms are available in Teague’s room, 226.

Orders for Dr. Linda Teague’s book, The Lions’ Pride, must be taken by April 30.

Photo courtesy of Dr. Linda Teague

Student Body President:
George Mannheimer
Sarah Kothe
Jeff Naftzinger

Student Body Vice President:
Casey Chandler
Allison Mica

Senior Class President:
Eden Joyner
Sean Saint-Fort

Senior Class Vice President:
Molly Bryan

Junior Class President:
Michael Dobson
Nic Gavalas
April Lee

Junior Class Vice President:
Ashlee Hinson
Sonali Patel
Lauren Singh
Brittany Wood

Junior Class Secretary:
Ashlynne Feely

Sophomore Class President:
Allison Clarke
Joe Elliott

Sophomore Class Vice President:

Brittany Williams

Sophomore Class Secretary:
Hannah Ciupalo

Sophomore Class Treasurer:
Rebecca Markell

And the Nominees are...And the Nominees are...And the Nominees are...And the Nominees are...And the Nominees are... Pride
on the
page

By Isabel Wilson

High Life News Writer

Teague captures

Leon’s history
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Prom may have lost some of it’s luster

By Jessica Moody

High Life All-pages writer

By Elizabeth Nelson

High Life Features Editor

Leon student Kendrick Brown owns Black Cashmere Enterprises, a local record label

When I was in eighth grade, I re-

member watching my sister get

ready for prom. I couldn’t wait to

enjoy the fun of high school dances

myself. And yet, here I am, a junior

in high school, and I’ve never been

to a Leon dance.

Don’t get me wrong; it’s not a lack

of pride for my school. I love Leon.

I’m a member of chorus, I attend al-

most every football game I can, and

I’ve sung the National Anthem be-

fore more volleyball games than I

can count. But I’ve never been to a

single Leon dance.

Honestly, I’m not against school

dances. Many of my friends put great

amounts of time and effort into mak-

ing the dances what they are, and I

greatly respect that they do. But I

think that the message behind dances

has disappeared over the years.

Let’s face it, our generation is

dirty.

When school dances across the

country are on the verge of extinc-

tion because of the style of dancing

and the illegal activities that are tak-

ing place, you can tell that something

is wrong.

Dances are a place to meet new

people and have a good time with

your friends, not a place to have sex

on the dance floor.

I’m not saying that you can’t have

fun at school dances. I’m just saying

that you can have fun at school

dances without doing anything ille-

gal or against school rules.

Of course, my dislike for watch-

ing people all over each other is not

the only reason I don’t go to school

dances. Simply put, they’re not my

“scene.” But I know that a lot of

people do like them.

Next year, I do plan on attending

my senior prom, but it’s more for the

experience than anything else. If it

was just about the dancing or hav-

ing fun with my friends, I might show

up more often.

But it’s not anymore. It’s about

growing up too fast and being rebel-

lious. It’s about getting around the

rules and not getting caught.

It’s now legal to use tasers and

breathalyzers on anybody older than

16. Does anyone else find that com-

pletely and utterly ridiculous?

If you’re 16 and under, you still

have to comply with child labor laws.

The operative word in that sentence

is child. We are children. Why

should we force authorities to treat

us like adults?

I’m not trying to dissuade anyone

from drinking or doing drugs, though

I don’t agree with it. What you do

with your spare time is your business.

I just wish people would think

about all the hard work SGA put into

making the dances and respect them

and the rest of their fellow students.

At last year’s prom, people got in

trouble for attending the dance un-

der the influence of alcohol. Many

of them got suspended for up to 10

days.

Not only does that look bad to the

school and on your permanent

record, but that’s almost like saying,

“Your dance wasn’t going to be any

fun if I wasn’t drunk” to all the mem-

bers of SGA.

And what does that say to the

school officials? How does that look

to parents and visitors to our school?

It says, “We don’t deserve to have

dances anymore.”

So what if they just took prom and

homecoming and the back-to-school

dance away? People would be upset,

right?

My point is simple: think twice

about your decisions surrounding

school dances. Don’t take them for

granted, because they may not be

around forever.

Sophomore Kendrick

Brown, 15, is an aspiring

music entrepreneur.

Brown started his own

music company, now called

Black Cashmere Enterprises,

when he was a student in

Gadsden County. Though the

company is not very large, it

is legitimate.

“I went down to the court

house and filled out the pa-

pers to make it an actual

company,” Brown said.

After transferring to Leon,

he changed the company’s

name from Block Burner to

Black Cashmere Enterprises.

He also expanded and added

a partner to help him grow.

Brown is the chairman, CEO

and owner of the new version

of the company. Geraad

Massey, an artist and close

friend of Brown’s, is the

president.

Brown also started a club

at Leon, entitled Enterprising

Marvels of Music, to help

him in his endeavors. The

purpose of the club, which

is open to all students, is to

stretch the member’s “music

muscles” and have them

learn what it’s like to record

and make music with top-of-

the-line equipment.

Brown and Massey both

said the company is more

than just a record label. It

also showcases other arts,

such as poetry, models, pro-

ducers and visual art. Brown

and Massey are promoting

the company by word of

mouth and small advertising.

Without much financing, the

two are using their own

sweat and tears to get the

word out and enhance

growth.

Several Leon students are

currently signed to the label.

Corrian Davis and Massey

are both signed to the vocal

artist division. Portia Jordan,

Jamyria Chapman and Brian

Bryant are signed to the

model division. Currently,

the poetry division is under

negotiation and the company

is seeking a visual artist for

cover labels and logos.

“We’re interested in Tim

Merlau,” Brown said. “His

stuff is interesting, different

and compatible. It works.”

Massey is just as enthusi-

astic about bringing Merlau

in to design logos. The two

are still working on asking

around for artists.

“Tim has his own style,

just like we do,” Massey

said.

Most of the work for the

company is done out of

Brown and Massey’s homes.

They both have purchased

their own equipment and get

together in spare time to mix

music.

“It’s what we do,” Massey

said.

But spending that much

time on music isn’t interfer-

ing with their school work.

Brown and Massey are good

students in honors classes.

They say they haven’t found

the two conflicting.

After high school Brown

and Massey plan to expand

the company. They want to

keep it in Tallahassee for a

while and then move it to a

larger city if it gets big.

“It’s going to explode af-

ter high school,” Brown

said. “By the time we’re in

twelfth grade, it will be big.”

   Special
  Thanks

 to Kyle Epting
and Daniel Doan
for helping at the

High Life
carwash.

Thanks to Leon
students and
teachers who

bought tickets in
support.

Sophomore becomes a businessman

Photo by Holly Johnson

Sophomores Kendrick Brown and Geraad Massey show off the equipment they use

to mix music as part of Brown’s music company, Black Cashmere Enterprises.

COLUMN
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Buying Disney World a must for Scott

Musical ensembles abound

By Karis Needham

High Life Features Writer

By Ursula Ible

High Life All-pages writer

Camaura Scott was attacked by

squirrels and is afraid of preps.

Scott, a sophomore, was attacked

by a squirrel while having a picnic

lunch with friends and family. She

was eating pizza, and wasn’t aware

until the attack that squirrels eat

pizza.

Because of this, Scott plans on hit-

ting squirrels once she gets her li-

cense in May.

“You can’t trust [squirrels],” Scott

said.

Right after Scott does get her li-

cense, she plans on driving to

McDonalds to get a Big Mac, biggie-

size.

“My favorite food is chicken,”

Scott said, even though her first trip

will be to get a hamburger. “I have a

lot of chicken at home already.”

Scott hopes to get a four-door Ti-

tan truck from her father when she

turns 16 on May 14. Scott lives with

her father and her step-mother. Her

birth-mother lives in Monticello.

Scott was born while her mother

was still in high school. Scott’s aunt

wanted to name her daughter

Camaura, but elected to name her

niece Camaura instead. Coinciden-

tally, Scott’s mother named Scott’s

cousin Jamaura.

“I think it’s a better story to tell

[than my own mother naming me],”

Scott said. “That’s why my aunt

named me.”

Seeing the hardships that her

mother went through after having her

in high school, Scott is more cautious

about her behavior.

“It’s not bad [having my mother

in Monticello], but my Dad is over-

protective of me,” Scott said.

Scott has always had a fascination

with Disney trademark. When she

was five, she went to Disney World

for the first time.

“It was great,” Scott said. “I got

to meet Jasmine. She’s my favorite

princess.”

When Scott wins the lottery, she

hopes to buy Disney World and re-

name it “Disney World, as owned by

Camaura Scott.”

Scott has many interesting views.

“If I was president, I would make

my birthday a holiday,” Scott said.

“Everybody’s out of school.”

However, not everyone would be

off work if Scott’s birthday was a

holiday. People that work at retail

stores would still have to show up

for work because everyone would

want to shop on Camaura Day.

In addition, Scott would paint the

White House baby blue.

If Scott could put anyone in the

White House, she would make LL

Cool J the president, and Tupac, a

deceased rapper, vice president.

Scott once found $200 when she

was in Monticello. She didn’t look

for the owner, and instead bought

clothes from stores such as Rave and

Claire’s.

While many are afraid of cock-

roaches, the dark, or spiders, Scott

has a different fear. She is afraid of

preps.

“We have so many preps [at

Leon],” Scott said. “I’ve never seen

so many preps. They scare me so

bad.”

When Scott is older, she hopes to

have a good job.

“I want to be a pharmacist,” Scott

said. “I want to be rich.”

April and May are months

of sunshine, spring beauty

and festivities. Leon’s cho-

rus department will be busy

in these next several weeks

with upcoming events for

their small ensembles.

The Madrigal Singers and

Melodears, two honors cur-

ricular ensembles from the

chorus department, had two

performances recently: the

Leon High School Grand

Reunion on April 14 and

their State Festival in Or-

lando on April 18. They also

have an upcoming perfor-

mance at Opperman Music

Hall FSU on May 1.

Tempo, Vivace and

Cantabile are three extra-

curricular clubs. In order to

be a member students must

also be enrolled in a chorus

class. The three groups will

be performing at the May 12

Spring Showcase with

pieces like “What a Wonder-

ful World” and “Sun and

Moon.”

Mane Event is another ex-

tra-curricular program stu-

dents can audition to be a

member of. The group is an

a capella group, which

means that all the instrumen-

tal parts are sung by group

members.

The group is popular for

its unique sound and the

friendly atmosphere associ-

ated with its performances.

They will be having an end-

of-the-year concert on May

11 at Lincoln High School.

Many chorus students

prefer to perform with small

ensembles rather than the

bigger chorus classes.

“I’m better in a small

group and I love to shine,”

sophomore Joy Bailey of

Cantabile said.

“[The students] do it for

fun.” Dr. Judy Arthur, head

of the chorus department

said.

With all the preparation

for these events, the chorus

department can be expected

to be busy, but most students

feel all the rehearsing is

worth it.

 “It’s actually really calm-

ing. I already have a busy

schedule so for me it’s thera-

peutic,” junior Megan

Lewers, a member of cho-

rus, said. “It’s exciting and

fun and you feel like all your

hard work paid off.”

Sophomore Spencer

Frankeberger says getting

used to the amount of work

is easy.

“You definitely get used

to it,” Frankeberger, a mem-

ber of Concert Chorale and

Mane Event said. “Practic-

ing really helps build a great

music background and it’s

really fun.”

Junior Katie Devick says

being a member has its re-

deeming qualities.

“The groups are challeng-

ing, but really fun,” Devick

said.

 She is involved with

Mane Event after school, in

addition to taking Capital

Singers and Madrigal Sing-

ers during school hours.

Though the chorus stu-

dents generally feel positive

about the hard work they put

in for these ensembles, other

chorus students notice the

effort too.

“They sound really whole

and their harmonies are very

intact,” sophomore Rachel

Hillman said.

“Their [chorus] is a really

good group and I always like

their performances,” fresh-

man David Nunez said.

“[You can see] that they

learn to work together.”

Chorus teacher Tabitha

Hall says the reason for high

participation in these en-

sembles is simple.

“[The students] just can’t

get enough music,” Hall

said. “We try to provide it to

them as much as we can.”

Photo by Angelina Colao

Sophomore Camuara Scott plans to win the lottery, buy Disney

World and rename it “Disney World, as owned by Camura Scott.”

Photo by Danielle Spisso

The Madrigal Singers rehearse for the Grand Reunion 2 in

the Chorus practice room with teacher Dr. Judy Arthur.
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Interns spice up the campus
By Caroline Whitney

High Life Features Writer

In a few classes at Leon,

teachers have agreed to take

on college interns in the

hopes of explaining the joy

that is high school teaching.

Though none have quit, the

interns quickly learned that

teaching at a high school is

no picnic.

“I was really suprised that

the students didn’t give me

as much respect as their

regular teacher,” Jessica

Kerner, a 21-year-old intern

from Florida State Univer-

sity said.

“I assumed that they’d

show the same of amount of

respect to any teacher re-

gardless of their age.”

Kerner has been the in-

tern for Pam Owen’s english

classes since January. She

will remain an intern until

April when she will then

graduate from FSU and re-

ceive her Bachelor’s degree.

When asked about

Kerner’s performance as an

intern, Owen had only kind

things to say.

“She’s flexible,” Owen

said. “She’s friendly but

firm. She has excellent rap-

port with them, but she

knows how to keep the dis-

tance between students.”

In her three months as an

intern, Kerner has discov-

ered that teaching students

is both physically and emo-

tionally draining.

“It was really tough to

come in mid-year because

the students have kind of al-

ready adjusted to their

teacher and I disrupt the sys-

tem,” Kerner said.

“It’s also frustrating

sometimes when you are

trying to teach something

and kids are talking or

sleeping. Overall though,

I’ve had a pretty good time.

I don’t teach all of the

classes, Ms. Owen and I al-

ternate. She’ll teach the first

class of the day and then I’ll

try to model her and teach

the second. It’s really a lot

of fun.”

Another intern at Leon,

Alex Shreeve who is help-

ing Dr. Teague in AP Psy-

chology, has endured not

only teaching in an entirely

different setting, but living

in one as well.

“I’m actually not from the

United States,” Shreeve

said. “I lived in Bermuda for

most of my life and came to

Florida State to get my

Master’s degree.”

Like Kerner, Shreeve dis-

covered that teaching high

school students came with

both pros and cons.

“It’s really long hours

with no pay,” Shreeve said.

“I also found it surprisingly

difficult to interact with the

students’ parents and abide

by all the weird regulations.

It’s interesting though, to

watch the students learn,

most of them seem genu-

inely interested in the sub-

ject.”

Shreeve’s interest in psy-

chology began his senior

year in high school and has

been his dream ever since.

“I think the field of psy-

chology is really interest-

ing,” Shreeve said. “It’s a

lot of history and you get to

learn the way your body and

mind work.”

The details of Shreeve’s

internship are surprising,

for although he is allowed

to intern, Shreeve cannot be

allowed to regularly teach

at Leon.

“I’m not a citizen,”

Shreeve said. “I wasn’t born

in the United States  so I

technically can’t teach

here.”

Another intern, Ms. Kim-

berly Kilcourse,also came

from FSU and hopes to re-

ceive her Master’s in sci-

ence this spring.

“All my life I have been

involved in some sort of sci-

Dunlap, Toole,
Shipman, & Whitney

            Support

   The Leon High Life

ence,” Kilcourse said.

“Throughout my middle

school and high school

years I was always involved

in some sort of outdoor club

or activity. I really enjoy

this field, it’s interesting.”

Kilcourse has spent her

internship with Mrs. Janis

Ouimet in her biology

classes.

Though Kilcourse enjoys

science, the stipulations that

accompany being an intern

in this subject have proven

quite strenuous.

“Waking up early is

rough,” Kilcourse said. “It’s

also difficult to explain con-

cepts in  an easily under-

standable way. Watching

Mrs. Ouimet teach, she just

makes it look so easy. It’s

really a lot harder than it

seems to explain a concept.

Some kids may understand

a concept one way and some

may understand it in an-

other way. You have to ex-

periment with several dif-

ferent methods.”

 Ouimet, who has been

teaching science for  thirty

seven years, raves about

Kilcourses  teaching tech-

niques.

“I think she is doing an

outstanding job,” Ouimet

said. “She works so hard,

it’s so fabulous. It’s really

nice to have someone else

who is interested in science

around.

“Generally for all interns

when they first start they’re

observing, but Kim jumped

into teaching very quickly.”

Photo by Angelina Colao Photo by Angelina Colao

Jessica Kerner is the intern for Pam Owen’s english class. Kimberly Kilcourse interns for Janice Ouimet’s biology class.

Dr. Linda Teague’s AP Psychology intern, Alex Shreeve.

Photo by Angelina Colao

Buying Disney World a must for Scott
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Be the first to bring your finished crossword to room 108-J and get your name in next month’s paper.

Last month’s winner was junior Michelle Browning

Across
1. The age Holly Johnson was
when she started playing ten-
nis tournaments
6. Mr. Kothe’s favorite sport
8. This period ends at 2:52
10. Last name of sophomore
who owns his own company
12. Last name of intern who
grew up in Bermuda
13. Last name of person who
will teach new dance class
next year

Down
2. Last name of teacher who
wrote a history of Leon
3. Last name of guest car-
toonist
4. Last name of one of the
Student Body President
nominees
5. Kriestin Caldwell’s hero
7. Last name of new football
coach
9. Month of the Grand Re-
union 2
11. Number of school dances
Elizabeth Nelson has at-
tended
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Ragans returns

By Caitlin Dilks

High Life Sports Editor

When Bill Ragans re-

turned to Leon in March of

this year, he had hopes that

he would eventually take

the head coach position, but

he never thought it would

come so soon.

Ragan first came to Leon

in the early nineties, to take

a coaching position as de-

fensive coordinator. He re-

mained for three years,

coaching during Mark

Feely’s reign as Leon’s var-

sity football coach.

“Mark was a great coach.

He was a real motivator,”

Ragans said.

After his time spent at

Leon, Ragans took a year

off from coaching and then

began to coach at Colquitt

County High School, again

working as the varsity

team’s defensive coordina-

tor.

While he was coaching at

Colquitt, Ragans still lived

in Tallahassee with his wife

and commuted an hour there

and back daily. The time

spent away from home was

tough on Ragan’s and his

children, William Cecil, 4,

and Bailey Kay, 3.

He finally decided to take

a pay cut and return to Leon

and be closer to his family.

“I just wanted to be closer

to my kids,” Ragans said. “I

would leave home before

they got up and get home

after they were already in

bed. Its like I missed two

years of their lives.”

In addition to his nearly

16 years of coaching expe-

rience, Ragans was also an

talented high school and

collegiate athlete. He also

spent some time in the NFL.

He played football, bas-

ketball, and baseball at

Suwannee High School then

received  a football schol-

arship to Florida State Uni-

versity.

After college he was

signed with the pro team,

Seattle Seahawks. After

camp in the off-season and

three pre-season games, he

was forced to quit beacuse

of recuring knee injuries

On Friday, March 16th,

Rollinson notified the ad-

ministration and all coaches

that he would be resigning

and made it official on

Monday, March 26th.

Principal Rocky Hanna

and Feely came to Ragans

the Sunday before school

started to ask if he would be

interested in the position of

head coach. On Tuesday,

March 27th, Ragans an-

nounced that he would take

over the position.

“I’m excited,” Ragans

said. “It’s my first opportu-

nity to be a head coach and

I worked hard for it. I’ve

coached under different

philosophies and now I get

to coach in my own way.”

Ragans hopes to have

some help and get some

feedback from returning

coach Sauls. He plans on

bringing in good new

coaches that have good

qualities on and off the

field.

Ragans believes that a

positive attitude, tons of en-

ergy, and helping the stu-

dents evolve with their lead-

ership skills is the key in-

gredient in coaching a great

team.

“Half of being successful

is believing you’re success-

ful,” Ragans said.

Ragans also said there

will be some subtle changes

in the team and that the

main part of the kids’ con-

fidence is in what the

coaches will be doing.

“This year, we’ll work on

building self-confidence

and character,” he said.

“Those things are bigger

than football.”

“There are a lot of good

players who will be return-

ing and the staff will help

contribute to a successful

year,” Ragans said.

Former football defensive coordi-

nator returns as Leon head coach

I am a senior at Leon

High and have played on

the varsity tennis team for

all four years of high

school. So far, my senior

year has been the best. Our

team has really come to-

gether and grown to be very close. Everyone works hard

at practice and fights for every match. We really feel

like we’re in this together and are happy to support each

other.

Our regular season has ended with our record at 13-

2. The district tournament was played Monday and

Tuesday at Tom Brown Park with the following schools

competing: Chiles, Leon, Lincoln, Mosley, and Ruth-

erford. Leon was victorious and we move on to the re-

gional tournament Friday, April 20. If we win there,

this will be our third year in a row to make an appear-

ance at state, which will take place April 23-25 in Or-

lando. The state tournament is exciting because there

are schools from all across Florida playing.

My goal this year is to win state at the number one

position. It’s a difficult task because so many good play-

ers are in that bracket. Last year, I lost a tough, close

match in the semifinal round, so now I have one more

chance to try my best to win it.

Our team goal is to get through regionals again and

then get to fourth place or better at state. With some

luck when they make the draws, and then if everyone

plays her best, we will have a great shot at achieving

our goals.

Leon High administrators show strong support for

the team every year. They really seem to enjoy watch-

ing everyone compete and take pride in their student-

athletes. And no one is prouder or works harder for us

than Coach Record. He and our boosters take care of

all the work involved with running a top-notch varsity

program.

Playing tennis for Leon has been very rewarding. It

taught me how to be a leader and set good examples

for others. High school tennis has provided a support-

ive team environment that I had not had earlier with

my tennis. I have been a tournament player since I was

about eight, and have traveled a lot with my parents

and played tournaments all across the country. Although

I’ve made many good friends through the years play-

ing the junior circuit, playing tournaments and the train-

ing that goes with it is much more of an individual ef-

fort. You’re out there competing alone, with really just

your parents rooting for you. Being a part of the Leon

team has been so much fun and also has helped prepare

me to play at the next level: NCAA Division I college

tennis for Virginia Tech.

A glance at
the life of Leon

tennis star

H o l l y
Johnson
By Holly Johhnson

High Life Photo Editor

Bill Ragans stands by the lion guarding the Nettles Building.

Photo by Angelina Colao
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Caldwell keeps running
By Ashira Morris

High Life All-Pages Writer

By AnnaLaura Rehwinkel

High Life Sports Writer

Kothe indulges in raquetball

Kriesten Caldwell has been running all of

her life, and isn’t about to stop now.

In fourth grade, she started running seri-

ously, and has continued ever since. Eventu-

ally, she hopes to go to the University of

Florida on a running scholarship.

Her ultimate goal is to make it to the Olym-

pics for track and field, like her hero Marion

Jones, who Caldwell admires because “she’s

fast and puts a lot of work into what she’s

doing.”

Like her role model, Caldwell also has a

strong work ethic and is eager to improve.

“She has a great personality for running,”

track and field coach Walter McCoy said.

“You know she’ll do well because she’s will-

ing to learn.”

Unlike many runners, Caldwell is open-

minded and doesn’t come to practice think-

ing that she knows everything about running.

Instead, she works hard and listens to

McCoy’s advice.

“I just try and do my  best,” Caldwell said.

All of her dedication has paid off, and

Caldwell is currently the second-fastest run-

ner in the district in the 400-meter event.

In addition to the 400 meter, Caldwell also

runs a leg of the 4x100 meter and 4x400 meter

relays.

Currently, her fastest time for the 400 is

60.34 seconds, which is the second-fastest in

the district. She is only fractions  of a second

away from being the fastest runner in the 400

meter. However, her goal this year is to beat

When Cesar Kothe came to

America, he needed a way to occupy

his free time that matched the ac-

tive lifestyle he left behind in Ar-

gentina when he stopped playing

soccer.

After spending four years in the

United States, Kothe found what he

was looking for in the game of rac-

quetball.

“I started to play just for fun and

to stay in shape,” Kothe said.

He now plays three times a week

at Premier gym.

“I enjoy the sport a lot. There’s a

lot of running and sprinting—it’s

good cardiovascular exercise,” he

said.

There are three levels of skill in

racquetball: novice, open, and pro-

fessional. The novice category has

three subcategories, ranging from C

to A. Kothe says that his skill level

is somewhere between the highest

level of novice and open.

Rumors of Kothe’s skill have

reached mythic proportions. Last

year, a student in his Trigonometry

and Analytic Geometry class began

challenging Kothe to a match.

“He mentioned to me that he

started playing racquetball and that

he wanted to challenge me to a

game. So I asked him how long he

had been playing and he told me

‘about a year.’ He would ask me

over and over again. Every week,”

Kothe said. “Finally, I agreed. We

decided to play for something to

make it interesting. We decided on

a letter grade. I would give him an

‘A’ for the semester and an ‘A’ on

the final. To make things fair, I gave

him a 10-point lead.”

“We met at Forest Meadows

[sports complex]. He had all his

friends cheering him on. You could

tell that he was already nervous,”

Kothe said. “He’s a good athlete. He

was running like crazy; running

around like a chicken without a

head. We played the first game and

I won 15-11. We played the second

game and I won 15-12.”

“Afterwards, he seemed a little

embarrassed and discouraged, so I

gave him my racquet and told him

to keep practicing.”

her current time and bring it down to under a minute.

In order to reach her target time, Caldwell is willing to

practice hard and improve on her speed. She runs every

day and works on getting stronger, faster and mentally

tougher.

According to McCoy, she has the opportunity and po-

tential to make it the regional and state competitions.

“She’s getting better and better every day,” McCoy said.

Caldwell’s times are dropping and she’s not straining.

The track season this year is going “OK,”

but Caldwell thinks that the team can do bet-

ter.

The relays are her favorite events because

“it’s more fun to run with friends.”

Their 4x100 relay team placed third at the

FSU relays. Before that meet, they hadn’t won

any events together as a team.

McCoy, however, thinks that Caldwell per-

forms better in her individual event.

“She only has to depend on herself,” he

said.

Before the race, Caldwell sometimes gets

nervous, but manages to keep her anxiety un-

der control.

“I tell myself that soon it will be over,” she

said.

McCoy gives her a pep talk and gives her

pointers. There are many factors that change

from race to race. They take into consider-

ation everything  from wind condition to lane

number to the other runners in the race.

During her event, the only thing going

through her head is getting to the finish line.

Shekinah Bryant, who ran with Caldwell

in seventh and eighth grade at Cobb and is

currently on her 4x100 relay team, describes

her as a determined athlete.

“When she wants to do something, she

sticks to it to the best of her ability,” Bryant

said.

Over the summer, Caldwell runs for the

CCCC Track Club, a Christian organization.

The club has been sending athletes to state

and national competitions for the past few

years.

Trigonometry and Analytic Geometry teacher discovers a way to stay in shape

Kriesten Caldwell has been running since fourth grade.

She wants to make it to the Olymics for track and field.

Photo by Angelina Colao

Trigonometry and Analytic Geometry teacher Cesar Kothe proudly

holds his winning racquetball racquet in his math classroom.

Photo by Angelina Colao
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By Terrance Riggins

High Life Sports Writer

Flag football steps up its game

Weightlifting ends successful year
By Terrance Riggins

High Life Sports Writer

With only a few more meets left

in the weightlifting season, coach

Mike Spencer attributes the team’s

successful year to his top five lifters

and some up-and-coming players.

Senior Harold Brown has only

been on the team for two years but

has already achieved the status as

Spencer’s No. 1 lifter. Brown has

won almost every meet he has com-

peted in and is a hard worker, ac-

cording to Spencer.

Brown has shown lots of im-

provement from his first year when

he was just beginning to learn how

to lift properly.

Junior Sam Bradley, like Brown,

is described as a hard worker by

Spencer. Bradley is the second-best

lifter on the team and lots of the

younger lifters look up to him.

“Sam Bradley is one of the best

lifters on the team,” said sopho-

more Ross Allen. “He has taught

me almost everything technique I

know.”

Last year at the Cougar Chal-

lenge at Chiles, Bradley set a record

by lifting 275 pounds.

Senior Josh Olmann has been on

the weightlifting team for the past

three years and has achieved the sta-

tus as Spencer’s No. 4 lifter.

Olmann has gradually improved

over the years on the team and has

become one of the strongest lifters

in the area.

This year Olmann has often

placed in first or second in most

meets. During previous years, he

only placed in fourth or fifth.

Senior David Bailey has been on

the team for the past four years and

has become one of the strongest

bencher around, according to Spen-

cer.

This is Bailey’s first year on the

weightlifting team and junior Madi-

son Carter has already become the

fifth-most successful lifter on

Martin’s roster.

“[Carter] is a hard worker and

pushed himself to get stronger,”

Spencer said.

Spencer expects Carter to be one

of the strongest lifters in his class

next year.

With the majority of his top play-

ers being seniors, Spencer is expect-

ing a few of his lifters from the ninth

and tenth grade group to step up and

fill their spots.

Sophomore Ian Geer is second in

nearly every meet he attends, com-

ing only behind upperclassmen

Brown. Spencer has high expecta-

tions for Geer and expects him to get

a lot stronger for next year.

Allen is second strongest lifter in

his weight class this year and like

Geer he is expected to be one of the

top competitors next year.

Other players that are expected

to step up next year after the de-

parture of the upperclassmen in-

clude sophomores: John Grant,

Christ Blackburn, Eric Smith,

Rayshawn Thorpe, and junior Gar-

ret Vickers. Allen, Smith, Grant,

and Geer are already playing for

varsity.

Only half-way through its season,

the flag football team has already

defeated some very difficult teams

and improved its record from last

year, feats that have made flag foot-

ball coach Jeff Martin very proud.

With a recent win over Clearwater

Countryside, the team improved to

5-0, but it suffered its first defeat of

the season when its nemesis, Chiles,

knocked off the Lions 24-6.

With only five games remaining,

and very few difficult teams ahead,

Martin has high expectations.

Leon handed Clearwater its first

loss of the season. Martin was proud

that the Lady Lions were able to beat

a team composed of tall athletic girls

and a good coach.

Martin is thankful that the game

against Clearwater pushed his girls

hard and prepared them for Chiles,

which beat Leon in three of their

four meetings a year ago.

That trend continued on April 3

when the Timberwolves had their

way with the Lions.

“We see them again in the district

championships,” Martin said. “We’ll

be ready for them.”

Initially, Martin was worried

about the lack of seniors on this

year’s team, and he was not sure if

his freshmen and sophomores would

be able to take the program to the

next level.

The single returning senior from

last year was starting wide receiver-

linebacker Michaela Spires. Martin

says Spires is the leader of the group.

Another one of Martin’s prized

players is junior Chelsea Parmer.

She is the quarterback on offense

and she plays linebacker on defense.

Martin says Parmer is one of the best

female athletes at Leon.

“[Chelsea] knows the game of

football very well,” Martin said.

“Most games, I let her call all the

offensive plays.”

In addition to Parmer, junior

Susanna Zorn is also one of the top

athletes in school. Zorn plays wide

receiver and linebacker.

 “She runs really well and she can

catch,” Martin said.

Stephanie Hunter, a running back,

is also one of the most impressive

juniors on Martin’s roster. Martin is

impressed with Hunter’s agility and

believes she honed that fine attribute

with her participation in

cheerleading.

Other players on the team include:

juniors Kaleigh Jowers, Viviana

Yanez, Tiffany Lincoln, Tynescia

Jones, Gema Vegas, Paula Avila, and

Jasmine Grant; sophomores Konner

Kail, Sharonata Williams, Rosie

McDavid, Diana Ortiz, Chelse

Bellenger and Samantha Rhody; and

freshmen Alea Spires, Betsy Yanze,

and Sarah Sharpe.

With only one one senior and just

a few experienced players on the

team, Martin has noticed that lots of

the players are able to step up when

the more experienced players are

out.

Alea Spires is one of the players

Martin sees a lot of potential in, and

being Michaela’s sister is only work-

ing toward her advantage. She could

possibly be a new leader for the team

as time goes by.
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Weightlifting coach Mike Spencer attributes the team’s success

to the five top lifters and the dedication of the team members.

Juniors Susanna Zorn and Chelsea Parmer are dedicated to their sport.
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Kothe indulges in raquetball
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Junior Sam Doxsee is this issue’s “Athlete of the

Month.” Doxsee, a three-year member of the Leon

boy’s weightlifting team, joined the team his freshman

year in order to bulk up.

“I wanted to get in better shape,” he said. “I was

pretty light and they needed a light for the team, so I

signed  up. It also helps me build strength for foot-

ball.”

This has been a good season for Doxsee, who placed

second in several meets this year. He can bench up to

225 pounds and clean 185 pounds.

As for next year, he has a few goals in mind.

“I want to be able to bench 250 [lbs] by the start of

next year,” Doxsee said.

 Spring sports are finish-

ing up their district games

and gearing up for district

tournaments.

Softball

The season is almost over

and things have not been go-

ing very well for the team.

Their current record is 6-17.

The week of April some-

thing, they played three

games. The team defeated

Florida High 5-4, upset

Godby 8-2, and lost to

Wakulla 5-3.

Flag Football

Entering the district tourna-

ment, the flag football team is

seeded second. Recently, they

scraped by Rickards 7-6 and

were overpowered by Chiles

24-6. Overall, their record is

6-2. Chelsea Palmer,

Susannah Zorn, and Konner

Kail are stand-out players.

Weightlifting

The weightlifting season is

over, and Coach Spencer’s

team performed well. They

won 15 of the 18 meets they

competed in, crushing Lin-

coln, Rickards, Chiles, and

Godby in district competi-

tion. Weightlifters David

Bailey and Harrold Brown

placed within the region.

Track

The track team has con-

sistently placed in the top

half at all of their meets. Star

runners are Dominic

Nichols, Kriesten Caldwell,

Jared Black, and Matt

Mizereck.

Tennis

The tennis team has had

an impressive season. They

are the District Champions.

By Ashira Morris and

Terrance Riggins

High Life Sports Writers


