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Historic rivalry becomes serious 

By Caroline Whitney 
High Life News Writer 

By Eden Joyner 
High Life News Editor 

Another year, another game,  an-
other confrontation. The Leon-Lincoln 
rivalry has been brewing for years, but 
this year, the high school grudge in-
cluded three charges of grand theft and 
a destroyed mascot. 

Leon and Lincoln have been ri-
vals for almost three decades. Various 
past pranks, such as Lincoln students 
sneaking over to Leon in the middle of 
the night to smear baby oil over the 
railings or Leon students spray-paint-
ing “Leon” on Lincoln’s football field, 
have all received laughs. 

However, one of this years’ 
pranks was anything but amusing to the 
faculty and students of Leon. Lincoln 
students Travis Miller, 16, and Michael 
Patterson, 17, stole Leon’s mascot, 
Leo the Lion, took it to a party, lit it on 
fire and watched it burn. 

Leon’s principal, Rocky Hanna, 
had taken the mascot home after a foot-
ball game to repair it and left it in his 
driveway overnight. Miller and 
Patterson drove by Hanna’s house on 
the way to a party and took the lion, 
thinking it would be a good form of 
party entertainment. Leo ended up 

being shot and burned to a crisp. 
Patterson, Miller and former Lin-

coln student Jeremy Hatcher, 16, who 
hosted the party, have been charged 
with grand-theft and arson. They have 
to pay for the new $2,000 bronze lion 
that Leon is purchasing. Hanna has 
also insisted that they spend 50 hours 
picking up trash on the Leon campus. 

Leon students aren’t impressed 
with the recent mascot vandalism. 

“That was classless,” Leon 
sophomore Mackenzie Nunez said. “I 
think that it’s a fun rivalry that we 
should just enjoy, and not get so 
worked up over winning or losing.” 

showed up with their school spirit and 
even had fun talking to each other. 

Despite recent losses, Leon still 
has more overall wins against Lincoln. 

“This rivalry is funny. For the first 
10 games that Lincoln and Leon 
played, Lincoln couldn’t beat us,” 
Hanna said. “Overall, we’ve won 16 
games and Lincoln has only won 14.” 

Before Lincoln came into the pic-
ture, Godby was Leon’s main rival. 
That rivalry quickly died out after the 
first Leon-Lincoln game in 1977. 

Hanna, who graduated from 
Leon in 1982, remembers the Lincoln- 

The date and location for 
this year’s homecoming has 
raised some concern among 
the student body. The date co-
incides with Florida Agricul-
tural and Mechanical’s 
(FAMU) homecoming week-
end and the location is  in 
Leon’s gym. 

 “I can’t decide whether 
I want to go to the FAMU 
homecoming concert, or our 

Concern over location brings homecoming into new light 
homecoming,” said sopho-
more Brenna Green. “Because 
homecoming is in the gym I’m 
leaning more towards the con-
cert. Why would they put it in 
the gym anyway? Will it fit ev-
eryone in there?” 

Because  homecoming is 
in the gym, the money saved 
on purchasing a location was 
used on decorations. 

 “I know the gym isn’t 
exactly the coolest place to 
host a homecoming,” sopho-
more class treasurer Sarah 

Kothe said. “All the money we 
saved will go to disguising the 
gym as much as possible.” 

 “I think it’s a good idea 
to have our homecoming in the 
school’s gym,” junior Katheryn 
Lloyd said. “There’s no chance 
of people getting lost trying to 
find the place and I think it’s a 
large enough space for every-
one to fit comfortably. Plus, I 
hear they are going to use the 
money we saved on finding a 
space to get some cool deco-
rations. It’s going to be off the 

chain.” 
 Others don’t share their 

optimistic opinions. 
 “I don’t think it’s fair that 

we have to have our home-
coming in a gym,” sophomore 
Christina Welch said. “Most of 
the other high schools find 
places like the civic center or 
the fair grounds.” 

 “People don’t under-
stand that we had nowhere 
else to hold it,” freshmen JV 
cheerleader Sarah Jae Payne 
said. “Lots of other schools are 

having their homecoming this 
weekend, everywhere else 
was taken.” 

 With all the negative re-
sponses the homecoming 
committee has received for 
their choice of location, they 
are already reserving a place 
for next year. 

 “Next year we will try 
to reserve a place more 
quickly,” Kothe said. “We are 
still going to have fun this year 
anyway.” 

Leon rivalry well. 
“When I was a student at Leon 

[the rivalry] was very heated,” Hanna 
said. “The coaches and kids from both 
schools didn’t like each other. But 
things are different now and the gap 
[between the two schools] has been 
bridged.” 

Soon, Leon’s mascot will be re-
placed and the famous Leon pride will 
be restored. 

“That’s what Leon is all about. 
Tradition,” Hanna said. “All of the other 
schools may try hard, but they’ll never 
have what we have.” 

Some Lincoln students are still 
enthralled by the rivalry. 

“I think [the mascot incident] is 
really only typical of any rivalry,” Lin-
coln sophomore Drew Duncan said. 
“One of the kids who did it was in my 
English class. He was really proud of 
what he had done and aggravated 
about the fact that he was in trouble. 
And though most of us knew that what 
they did was crossing the line, we too 
felt slightly excited about it.” 

The Leon-Lincoln game held no 
surprises this year, as Lincoln won for 
the seventh straight time in the rivalry, 
43-0. Students from both schools 

Leon’s and Lincoln’s football images 

Just how long is Sunland 
going to be around? 
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Leon  bands  battle for 
student approval. 

               page 6 

Girls soccer begins. 
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Is it just me, or has
Leon become more strict this
year?

First of all, why does one
fail a class because of an ex-
cused absence even if he or
she has made a passing grade
in that class? If they have
passed the class, it shouldn’t
matter whether they have
turned in an excuse note or
not. I personally know several
students who have had to drop
out of school because of at-
tendance issues.

 Second of all, cops have
been patrolling around Leon
several times this year. On one
occasion, some kids got AR-
RESTED for going off-cam-
pus. What ever happened to
a detention?

And now dress code
checks: the clothes that I or my
classmates wear have not and

The funny thing about
vandalism is that it often starts
with something positive.

Let’s be hypothetical.
Joe High School  attends all the
football games, proudly wears
the colors and screams the
loudest at pep rallies. He’s a
happy high school senior, and
by golly, he loves his school.

Then, before he
knows it, Joe’s at a party

will never affect the way that
we learn.

If you limit students com-
fort by controlling what they
wear, you will hinder their
learning capabilities.

 -Caitlin Meehan-
Draper

I’m offended by the
anonymous sources in the
most recent edition of the
Leon High Life.

I believe that everyone is
entitled to their own opinion,
but I also believe that anyone
willing to state their bold opin-
ion should own up to it.  While
some view FCA and GSA as
controversial, I think it’s a
good way for people with
similar beliefs to meet with oth-
ers who celebrate their beliefs.

The person in the ar-
ticle I read was not only rudely

stating their opinion, but they
also refused to give their
name.

If they can’t back up
their opinions, then they ob-
viously don’t believe in them
all that much.

-Isabel Wilson

I am writing with regard
to the Homecoming Dance
location.  First of all, since
most of the students will
probably be there, wouldn’t
it be a fire hazard?  The gym
seems too small to hold that
many people.  Also, the gym
isn’t really formal enough for
a dance.  I don’t know why
the gym is the chosen loca-
tion, and I’m sure other stu-
dents agree.

-Julia Conwell

I am annoyed by the

teachers who always stand in
the halls.

When attempting to use
the restroom located between
the Nettles Building and the
main building, I was told to turn
around and go back outside.
There was a man sitting half-
way down the hall regulating

traffic through the building.
Other times, I have been told
I can’t go to my locker.  I don’t
understand the problem with
students using a school build-
ing.

-John-Henry Graves

igniting a stolen rival school
mascot and waiting for it to
dwindle into a wiry frame.

The newspaper gets
involved, his parents are
disappointed, and he is forced
to go to court.

Inevitably, Joe will
have to do community
service. This community
service will probably be at the
school he just vandalized. So
there’s Joe High School,
former spirit-filled nice guy,
picking up trash in shame.

I recently talked with
Mr. Rocky Hanna, Leon’s
principal, about school
vandalism.

A very memorable
attack occurred in 2003.
Lincoln painted all over
Leon’s  recently purchased
track. Enormous rolls of

papers lined the football fields.
Green and yellow pamphlets
proclaiming “pee on Leon”
littered the  junior bowl. It was
a mess, and it made headlines.

According to  Hanna,
it ended up costing Leon about
$30,000 to repair the school.

Sometimes,  vandalism
isn’t very serious or harmful.
One year, Lincoln painted a
chicken green and gold and  let
it loose in the Nettles building.
It took hours for the chicken to
be caught.

At the pep  rally later
that day, Mr. Jim Nettles, the
principal at  the time, dressed
in a chicken costume and
covered his face with a lion’s
head. He proudly pulled the
retrieved  chicken out of a box
and held it up  for the entire
student body to see.

Hanna recalled that he
had never heard the students
cheer that loudly  at a pep rally
before. A negative situation
ended up being not so bad.

However, in my book,
vandalism is vandalism, and  it’s
never okay. Whether we
jokingly toilet paper a campus
to express our distaste toward
a certain school, or we viciously
steal  a mascot and set it on
fire, it’s still  disrespectful and
childish.

I wholeheartedly
support  school spirit. I think it’s
great that we love our schools.
The problem is when school
spirit  goes too far. It may be
fun for us to paint our  pride on
a rival school, but, as Hanna so
aptly pointed out, it’s never fun
for the  victim.

So what should  Leon

do in retaliation? What does our
student body do when our
football fields are trashed, our
mascot is destroyed, and our
pride is wounded?

In a word,  ignore.
Oftentimes the best way to end
an argument is with silence.
Who cares who has the last
word? What matters is who the
bigger person, or, in this case,
who the bigger school is.

It’s too bad Leon lost
to Lincoln in the this year’s
football game. It’s too bad there
is so much hate between us.
It’s too bad this constant game
of one-upmanship just won’t
cease. But what if it did? What
if we just ignored the hate?

 “If you ignore childish
behavior,”   Hanna said,
“ you’ve proven your point.”

Let’s prove our point,
Leon.

Vandalism: never a good time

Letters to the Editor_________________________________________________________________

Jelisa Brown
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By Jessica Moody
High Life Advertising Editor

News

Sunland: the unknown

Strict regulations are nothing new
By Julia Clarke
High Life Editorial Editor

The infamous Sunland
Hospital has caused quite a stir
amongst Tallahassee natives
for years. Its haunting halls,
broken windows and rumored
ghost sightings seem to be why
it has attracted so many
people to its gates.

      But what is the his-
tory behind the rumors? Why
does it attract so many people
and how long will it be stand-
ing for future generations to
explore?

     Sunland Mental Hos-
pital began as the W.T.
Edwards Tuberculosis Hospi-
tal in 1952. W.T. Edwards
was the only hospital in this
area to house Tuberculosis
patients.  After  a cure for Tu-
berculosis was found, the hos-
pital quietly closed its doors
until reopening again Mar. 14,
1967. The new hospital was
named  Sunland Mental Hos-
pital, open to children with
physical and mental  disorders.
Many of  the hospital’s chil-
dren were bussed to school
and even participated in after
school  activities.

At some point during
the years of the hospitals run-
ning, rumors started to circu-

late of the mistreatment of pa-
tients. Lawsuits were filed
against the hospital, forcing it
to close its doors forever by
Dec. 7, 1983.

Over the years there
has been talk of buyers and
sellers and tearing down the
decaying  property. The Hu-
man Resource Services
planned to spend at least 5.5
million dollars to turn the build-

ing into an office space, but the
plans  never went through. In
April 2003, Hillsborough
Community College intended
to buy the Sunland campus for
a mere 3.8 million dollars to
expand their campus to Talla-
hassee.  Because of the gov-
ernment owning the land the
sale had to be approved by Jeb
Bush and the Florida Cabinet.
For  reasons unknown the

plans for expansion never fol-
lowed through and Sunland
continued to collect dust.

Though it is illegal to
trespass beyond the gates of
Sunland, it has not stopped
generations form exploring. In
past years it has been a thrill
for  many seeking paranormal
activity and adventure.

It has been said that
Sunland is full of asbestos, a

mineral that was used as fire-
proof insulating material until
found to be one of the causes
of cancer.

There have been no
recent plans for the purchase
of  Sunland and the “For Sale”
sign has been taken down.
How long will it continue to
stand  on its own, and is it re-
ally haunted or is it just ru-
mors?

Sunland Mental Hospital

Students are com-
plaining about the “new”
policies concerning off
campus lunch and the
dress code. According to
Mr. William Epting, the
assistant principal, these
policies are actually old.

Students think they
are “new” because they
were previously not
strongly enforced.  Dur-
ing the summer, the ad-
ministration at Leon High
School changed, and with
the new administration
came new ways of han-
dling school policy. In
Leon’s case, the policies
became more strict.

Girls have been sent
to the office because of
“inappropriate” clothes.
Teachers have been told
to keep an eye on thin
straps, sagging shorts and
revealed tattoos.

Meghan Meehan-
Draper, a senior, dislikes
the strict dress code en-
forcement.

 “Worrying about
what I am wearing is a
distraction from learn-
ing,” she said.

Meehan-Draper pre-
fers less emphasis on ap-
pearances and more em-
phasis on teaching.

Epting said that these
dress code rules are im-
portant because the ad-
ministration wants to dis-

courage distraction. Dur-
ing class, Epting said, stu-
dents should be focused
on class, not on another
student’s underwear.

Perhaps even more
controversial amongst
Leon’s student body is the
rule concerning off- cam-
pus dining. Epting de-
scribed the rule in detail.
A student must be classi-
fied as a junior or a se-
nior to be allowed to
leave campus for lunch.
That student must also
have a notarized permis-
sion form. Furthermore,
that student must have a
photo identification,
which is distributed
through the school.

If the student does

not have these require-
ments, then the adminis-
tration can either send
them back to school
while they are attempting
to leave campus, or it can
punish a student who is
coming back from lunch
and who was not previ-
ously caught.

Photo identification
is applied for
convenience’s sake. The
administration chose to
use these plastic cards to
“speed up the process” of
checking for invalid stu-
dents yearning to go off
campus, Epting said.

Some students feel
that these identification
cards were a waste of
time, not a time saver.

“I think it’s stupid,”
senior Abie Bigham said.
“[The administration]
only checked [off cam-
pus IDs] for two days.”

Certain schools en-
force certain rules more
or less intensely than oth-
ers. Chiles, for example,
checks their students as
they get out of their cars
in the morning, according
to Epting.

What students must
remember, Epting main-
tains, is that these rules
and regulations have been
at Leon for years.

“The policies aren’t
new,” Epting said. “We
just wanted to enforce
them.”
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News Briefs

News
Leon students say becoming pregnant won’t
keep them from becoming who they want to be

Students have chance at winning

Last year, students were allowed off campus as
long as they were a junior or senior. This year, the same
people were required to go to the Media Center and take
pictures for their off campus ID. These IDs have caused
much commotion among students, who are wondering
why this sudden sense of security is surrounding Leon.

This year, if a student is caught trying to get off
campus without their picture IDs, they are required to
attend a Saturday school. In this Saturday school, the
students pick up trash around Leon’s campus for three
hours, from nine to twelve. The administrators see this as
an important procedure to keep students safe.

However, students are battling to keep their
supposed given right and are trying to sneak off campus
anyway. According to J.D. Crum, the average amount of
students on one Saturday is six to seven. One Saturday,
Crum reported nineteen students.

On Oct 12, all sophomores and a handful of
freshmen and juniors took a PSAT. This practice test
helped students see where they were in their academics
and how they needed to prepare for the real SAT. For
juniors, the PSAT could qualify them for the National
Merit Scholarship. For freshmen, it gives them a few
years to arrange their studies to get the score they need.

PSAT strikes again

Heisman nominees this year are Patrick
Manderfield and Leila Mattimore. This nomination will
qualify them for a scholarship.

Once they were nominated, they both sent off an
application. After their applications are looked at and
analyzed, the program will determine if they will be
qualified for the state finalist and semifinalist.

Each school nominates two students, a male and a
female, who excel in the academic and athletic field.

If Manderfield and Mattimore are accepted to be
the state finalist or semifinalist, this will be a great honor
for them, their families and their school.

By Kany Aziz

Parlez-vous francais?
National French  Week is being sponsored by

Amitie and the French Honor Society. This week is to
promote French culture and make students aware of the
French traditions.

This week will be from November 2nd to the 8th.
During announcements, a French word will be announced
over the intercom to make students who are not taking
French  familiar with the sounds and vocabulary of
French.

Bbanners will also be placed around school relating
to French culture. Students should keep their eyes and
ears open for all things French.

Breast Cancer Walk
On Oct. 23, the Breast Cancer Association will be

holding a walk to promote awareness and have people
donate money for the Breast Cancer cause. Many of
Leon’s clubs are making it a requirement for students to
attend this walk. All students, friends and family are
welcome.

Saturday school

Exam Exemption Update
There will not be an exam exemption update until

December.

By Kany Aziz
High Life News Writer

As a pregnant
teenager still attending
school, Leon student
Keyondra Smith went
through experiences that
the normal teen will
never go through.
School became harder
to deal with and seemed
to take longer than usual.

Smith’s last day of
school was Oct. 13. She
was expected to be out
of school for three
weeks while she deliv-
ered her baby.

Smith went through
all the circumstances
that normal pregnant
women go through.
These include morning
sickness, body aches
and soreness, swelling
and other hormonal
chemical changes.

 Her requirements
throughout the day had

increased and she had
to adjust to fulfill these
new needs.

“[I need] more
sleep and more food,”
Smith said. “Everything
is…that much harder.”

Yet, Smith is endur-
ing these struggles and
is going through life the
way she wants. She be-
lieves in herself and has
high hopes.

“They make it seem
like it’s the end of the
world, but it’s not,”
Smith said of being
pregnant.

She has plans for
the future, which include
going to college and be-
coming a neonatal nurse.
The father of her baby
is very much involved
and is working to help
pay for expenses.

However, Smith is
not alone in her condi-
tion.

S o p h o m o r e
Sabrina Stephens is four
months pregnant and a
student at Leon. She
said her school work is
not greatly affected, but
things are definitely not
the same for her.

“I’m still young,”
Stephens said. “[And
now] I’ve got a lot of re-
sponsibilities to take care
of.”

Smith and Stephens
both have the support
of their families and their
babies’ fathers. The
both of them are accept-
ing their situation and
never wake up rattled
about what they are go-
ing to do.

“It’s been a great
experience for me,”
Smith said. “I’m look-
ing forward to having
my baby but I wish I
would’ve waited for it.”

Want to express
your opinion?

Write a letter to
the editor.

Send them to:
theleonhighlife
@hotmail.com
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Driving to school can be cool
 By  Megan  Spille
High Life Features Writer

Many  students at Leon
do not have cars.  However, a
handful of students not only
have their own car, they have
luxury cars--cars that look
great, sound great, and ride
amazingly well.

The Leon High Life
has compiled the short but
sweet list of these hot rods and
their lucky owners. The driv-
ers have a lot to say about their
fly rides.

Eva Moye:  Mercedes
Kompressor

Car Stats: Black, ’03
Mercedes Kompressor C230

What’s your favorite
thing about your car? The
stick shift and the two sun roofs

What do other people
say about your car? It’s nice
and pimp!

If you could name your
car, what name would you
choose? Sabrina

Does your car have any
special features? 18’’ rims
and special racing tires

Do you take special
precautions when driving
because of the car you own?
Yes! I try to park it by other
nice cars so I don’t get hit.

How often do you fill
up? What is your MPG?
Every 2 weeks. 12 to 26 mpg,
depending on how I drive it.

Will Galloway:
Chevy Tahoe

Car Stats: Grey, ’01
Chevy Tahoe

What’s your favorite
thing about your car? The
beat-down in the back.

What do other
people say about your
car?  It’s baller.

If you could name
your car, what name
would you choose? Grey
Goose.

Does your car have
any special features? 20’’
rims, DVD Player, 18’’
subs.

Do you take special
precautions when driving
because of the car you
own? No.

How often do you fill
up? What is your MPG?
Once a week; 13 mpg.

David Gomez:
Honda Convertible

Car Stats:  Red, ’04
Honda S2000

What’s your favorite
thing about your car? The
speed, and that it’s  a con-
vertible.

What do other
people say about your
car? They’re speechless.

If you could name
your car, what name
would you choose? La
Maquina del Corroncho.

Does your car have

any special features? 2 sun
roofs, heated seats, off-road
capabilities, headlight wash-
ers, automatic seats, leather
interior.

Do you take special
precautions when driving
because of the car  you
own? No, I’m just careful
with it.

How  often  do you fill
up?  Every 2 weeks.

Bud Baker: H3
Hummer

Car Stats: Green, ’05
Hummer

What’s your favorite
thing about your car? The
way it rides and commands
the road.

What  do other
people say about your car?
It’s pimp.

If you could name
your car, what name would
you choose? H3

Does your car have

DVD players in the back of
the headrests, 4 wheel drive,
two sun roofs.

Do you take special
precautions when driving
because of the car you
own? Yes, I don’t want to
wreck a nice car.

How often do you fill
up? What is your MPG?
Once a week, 16 to 20 mpg

By AnnaLaura Rehwinkel
High Life Features Writer

Molly Mitchell: hot and smart

Molly Mitchell has a
quiet, unassuming presence.
But for those who know her
best, that’s an incorrect as-
sumption.

“Molly’s definitely
unique,” senior and close
friend Amanda Gonzales said.

What makes Mitchell so
unique? It could be a number
of things, from her  personal-
ity traits that contrast so
sharply with her outward ap-
pearances, to her ability to
balance her rigorous school
and academic schedule with a
healthy  social life.

“Molly does so much
and balances it out so well be-
tween school and work and
friends,” senior Michelle Bales
said.

Mitchell makes nearly

perfect grades and will gradu-
ate at the top of her class. Her
current schedule consists of
advanced classes such as TCC
English, math analysis, Span-
ish 4, and AP government. She
participates in several aca-
demic clubs like Pierian, Span-
ish National Honor Society,
and Exchangettes. Mitchell is
also involved in the work pro-
gram DCT and works each
day from 1:30 to 5:00 at her
father’s  blueprint shop. On the
weekends, she is a waitress at
Jenny’s Lunchbox.

“She plays well with oth-
ers, but I suspect she runs with
scissors,” Spanish teacher,
William Warren said.

 Mitchell’s stories of her
escapades would confirm
Warren’s assumption. Her
weekends are filled with crazy
exploits accompanied by her
closest friends, like seniors

Logan Bryant, Caroline Floyd,
and her many acquaintances
around town. She recalls a fun
night at the premiere of a  new
skate video at the Beta Bar
when underground musicians,
Dirty Digits, performed.
Mitchell said she and her
friends were “insane,  the
loudest ones there.” When

things are a little quieter,
Mitchell enjoys going to the
skate park and watching her
friends  do tricks.

Part of the reason
Mitchell’s situation works out
so well is her strategy for  be-
ing successful in school. She
works to keep academics
separate from other aspects of

her life. As  smart as Mitchell
is, she doesn’t let her accom-
plishments phase her. When
she’s at school, she does her
work and makes sure that
there is not a lot to carry over
into her  after  school time. Af-
ter all, she is very busy. But
even when Mitchell is at
school, she doesn’t have to
work particularly hard. Being
successful  in school comes
naturally to her, and she is a
“really good test taker.”
Mitchell shows up, pays atten-
tion, and  learns what she
needs to.

“I come to school to
learn. I don’t like failing,” she
said  of her success.

Although she’s not a big
fan  of  school participation
and sees school “as  school
and not much else,”

Scott Campbell:
Acura RSX

Car Stats: Black, ’04
Acura RSX

What’s your
favorite thing about your
car? It’s sleek and simple.

What do other
people say about your car?
They think it’s nice.

If you could name
your car, what name would
you choose? Ebony

Does your car have
any special features? Yes,
tinted windows and black
leather  interior.

Do you take special
precautions when driving
because of the car you
own?Yes, but only when  I’m
in the rain because the tires
aren’t good.

How often do you
fill up? What is your
MPG? I fill up once a week.
28 MPG in the city, 32 on the
highway.

2005 H3 Hummer

any special features? Tinted
windows, cold air intake, 10’’
subs, 17’’ rims.

Do you take special
precautions when driving
because of the car you own?
No.

How often do you fill
up? What is your MPG?
Every 5 to 7 days; 20 mpg.

Alex Vezina: Land
Rover

Car Stats: Black, ’01
Land Rover

What’s your favorite
thing about your car? It’s
unique, not many people have
one.

What do other people
say about your car? I’m
afraid to ride in your car
because I don’t want to mess
it  up.

If you could name
your car, what name would
you choose? Tucker

Does your car have

any special features? XM
radio, 2 TV screens with

Molly Mitchell

Continued on Page 7
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Mike Jones (46%) vs.
Kanye West (54%)

Coldplay (63%) vs. the
Killers (37%)

Features

By Meghan MeehanDraper
High Life Features Editor

Leon High School is
home to a wide variety of
musical talent.  For every
type of music imaginable,
there is a band at Leon that
plays it.

Four Leon bands
submitted original recordings
to be reviewed by a panel
of three student judges.  The
judges listened to two songs
per band. The judges ranged
in age, background, and
musical taste.  They were
not told what band they were
listening to or what to say.

For Those WhoFor Those WhoFor Those WhoFor Those WhoFor Those Who
RememberRememberRememberRememberRemember

Leon member: Junior
Aubrey Young

Category: metal core with
indie rock and emo
influences

Been playing together for:
5 months

Biggest Accomplishment:
They just wrapped the
recording of their brand
new 6 song EP

Sounds like: a mix be-
tween As I Lay Dying,
Haste the Day, and He
is Legend

Can most likely  be seen
playing at: Big Daddy’s
and The Beta Bar

Sample Lyrics:
“Everytime I see you /
I die a little inside /
Now I have to take
matters in my own two
hands / so that you’ll
never haunt me
again.”

Keith: If you’re into high
energy guitars and
drumming, you’d probably

like this.   This music is
definitely high energy and fast
paced. I wouldn‘t
recommend it, but if you like
this sort of music, you’d like
the band.

Liz: The overall sound of this
band is not bad at all.  It’s
heavy metal, but the choruses
sound more emo, which gives
the songs more diversity.  The
guitar solo was very good and
the musicians are very
talented.  This band reminds
me  of System  of a Down.

Jovante: This is good music,
but I can’t understand it.  The
lead singer is yelling, so I don’t
know what he is saying and I
can’t tell what the song is
about.

Tenacious TrioTenacious TrioTenacious TrioTenacious TrioTenacious Trio
Leon members: Seniors

Thomas Guthrie (T-
Guth), Chris Reber (C-
Reb), and Pat
Manderfield (Patmobile)

Category: freestyle parody
rap

Been rhyming together for: 8
months

Biggest Accomplishment:
being able to combine rap
skills and sound profes-
sional

Sounds like: Tenacious D
mixed with Mike Jones

Sample Lyrics: “I may walk
with a swagger and it
looks like a limp / but it’s
only automatic like the
way I’m a pimp”

*** Tenacious Trio has  since
broken up.***

Keith: I’m pretty impressed.
This T-Guth kid definitely has
rhythm and knows how to rap.
These guys are silly, but they
know how to do it.

Liz: This rapping is kind of
repetitive.  It’s not bad, but they
could improve lyrically.  This is
interesting rap to unique beats.
Very funny - I enjoyed it!

Jovante: Good backbeat and
good freestyle.  But, they need
to  stay with the beat.  They also
talked a lot more than they
actually rapped.  And they stole
Mike Jones’ lines!  I don’t like
that.

The HologramsThe HologramsThe HologramsThe HologramsThe Holograms
Leon member: Sophomore

Adam Gilroy
Category: indie folk pop
Been playing together for: 6

months
Biggest Accomplishment:

opened for folk singer,
Luke Temple

Sounds like: The Shins meets
Iron & Wine

Can most likely be seen
playing at: The Beta Bar  or
The Inn Between

Sample Lyrics: “I vote we

open all the doors / I say
we open up the doors /
And let the heat tear
down this house”

Keith: The singer has a good
voice, and the guitarist is good.
I think I like them, but it’s hard
to hear on this recording.
Some of the notes the singer
hits reminds me of the lead
singer of Tool.  I don’t know
what to compare the rest to.

Liz: They  sound  like The
Shins.  They are really good,
with good lyrics and guitar
solos.   I’m  getting a folk vibe.

Jovante: I couldn’t tell what
the songs were about.  They
sound like some old Mexican
band.  I don’t like them.

Sarah & KaylinSarah & KaylinSarah & KaylinSarah & KaylinSarah & Kaylin
Leon members: Junior Sarah

Folsom and Senior Kaylin
Seckel

Category: Contemporary
Christian

Been playing together for: 2
years

Biggest Accomplishment:
performing at church and
for FCA

Sounds like: Sarah
Mclachlan

Can most likely be seen
playing at: First Baptist
Church or at FCA
meetings

Sample Lyrics: “You fall on
the same stumbling
block again / So I’ll
wait for you to realize
I’m where I’ve always
been.”

Keith: I really like the piano.
This is well done and well
sung.  But they should bring
in some drums, too.  The
singers have great voices.  If
you like early to mid-nineties
songs with chicks singing and
a piano - this is for you.

Liz: Very talented  singers
and a very good  pianist.  This
sounds like Alicia Keys meets
The Dixie Chicks.  It seems
to have a Christian influence.
Both songs seemed sad -
they should experiment with
different sounds.

Jovante: I love it.  It has a
good melody and a lovely
tune.  It’s soft and sweet,
almost perfect.  However, all
their songs sound alike.

*** Leon bands that
could not submit original re-
cordings are Some Se-Some Se-Some Se-Some Se-Some Se-
attle Dream, Livingattle Dream, Livingattle Dream, Livingattle Dream, Livingattle Dream, Living
Through Memories,Through Memories,Through Memories,Through Memories,Through Memories,
and Magic MarkerMagic MarkerMagic MarkerMagic MarkerMagic Marker
Massacre.Massacre.Massacre.Massacre.Massacre.

For Those Who Remember The Holograms

Don’t hate the playa...hate the band

 Left to right: Judges junior Jovante Lamar, sophomore Liz Floyd, and senior Keith McCall
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The worst movies you’ve never seen
By Caroline Whitney
High Life News Writer

Movies are a universal
source of entertainment. We
have all seen movies that made
us laugh, made us cry, or
made us want to run  scream-
ing from the theater. Here at
The Leon High Life, we have
compiled a list of the top five
movies that could quite possi-
bly be the most horrific films
we have ever had to sit
through.

   Glitter
Glitter is a delectable

piece of film starring Mariah
Carey as “Billie,” an impover-
ished New York waitress
searching for stardom. While
Carey has a decent singing
voice, her acting abilities are
far below par. She spends a
good portion of the movie
strutting around in cleavage
bearing tops (as if Mariah
Carey’s looks could save any
movie) with her DJ/ Manager
boyfriend, cleverly named
“Dice.”  Dice really puts the
cherry on the cake of this hor-
rific movie, constantly throw-

ing  tantrums at Billie’s success
and toting around his notice-
ably fake New York accent.
In the end, Carey loses Dice
to a fatal drive-by shooting
wound, but reunites with her
previously drug addicted
mother. The story line may
have a happy ending, but
Glitter’s box office sales rang
a low note.

  Crossroads
Crossroads, Britney

Spears’ catastrophic debut
into film, proves that acting
and singing really should not
be mixed. Based on the title
alone, it is clear that this movie
wouldn’t have made it even if
they had an actual actress in
the leading role. Crossroads
centers around Lucy (Spears)
and her two friends on a sum-
mer road trip. The movie is
stock full of hits from Spears’
latest album, popping up when
they’re neither expected nor
wanted. Spears’ resembles a
Barbie throughout the whole
movie, right down to the plas-
tic face and tight fitting clothes.
Though this movie hardly tick-

led anyone’s fancy, Britney’s
loyal legion of fans saved it
from complete box office fail-
ure.

Pumpkin
We’ve all come to love

Christina Ricci in her cult clas-
sics Casper and Now and
Then. She even snagged a few
nominations for her work
alongside Charlize Theron in
Monster. So what, dear
Christina, was going through
your mind  when you agreed
to do the movie, Pumpkin?
Pumpkin finds Ricci as
“Carolyn Duffy,” a college se-
nior  who has agreed to help a
group of  local  mentally-re-
tarded athletes to win an
award for her sorority. She
then proceeds to fall in love
with the boy she’s working
with, cue “Pumpkin” (oh  yes,
his name is Pumpkin) and have
sex with him in his mother’s
house. The movie ends hap-
pily with Pumpkin staking his
claim as a human being, and
the two of them living strangely
ever  after.

The Dukes of Hazzard
The highly anticipated

August release of The Dukes
of Hazzard was met with
unanimous shock and disap-
pointment. While I was in the
theatre, I spent a good por-
tion of the movie ignoring the
awful beginning and  waiting
for the plot take form. But the
plot never came. Even Jessica
Simpson, who made her ap-
palling debut into film with this
belly flop, couldn’t keep the
movie afloat.  An even bigger
shock: Simpson’s hot bod
couldn’t improve the terrible
screenplay.  The plot (or lack
thereof) follows the duke boys,
Sean William  Scott and
Johnny Knoxville, who must
save the family farm from the
corrupt Boss Hogg. (Burt
Reynolds) The movie is full of
sardonic southern humor that
nobody understands and Jes-
sica Simpson attempting to re-
claim her dignity.   Target au-
dience: Hicks with nothing bet-
ter to do with their time.

Plan 9 From Outer Space
Plan 9 From Outer

Space is a low budget film
from the 1950s full of card-
board graves (which fre-
quently blow away), night and
day shots that are frequently
interspersed within the same
scene, and differing weather
conditions (one minute it’s
raining, the next it’s sunny)
seen through the spaceships’
windows.  Plan 9 From
Outer Space, originally titled
Grave Robbers From Outer
Space has to be the worst
movie ever made. During a
scene in an airplane cockpit,
the viewer can actually see the
reflection of one of the micro-
phones on the window. The
cast’s horrible acting abilities
really shone after the lead ac-
tor was killed (in real life), and
the director attempted to pick
a random  extra to be the lead,
keeping a cape on him the
whole time, as to not reveal
that he wasn’t the same actor.
If you’re looking for a laugh,
Plan 9 From Outer Space is
for you.

...Mitchell  does ap-
preciate the fact that Leon
gives her an opportunity to
be around so many differ-
ent people, cultures, and
o p i n i o n s .

“I might never have
the opportunity to be
around this much diversity
again,” she said.

 With very liberal po-
litical views and a self-de-
scribed  sarcastic and in-
appropriate wit, Mitchell is
the kind of girl people love
to be around.

 “I want to marry
Molly Mitchell. She is a
genius,” senior Scott
Campbell said.

“Molly  is the most
loyal friend. She’s so
funny…She’s great. I love
her. I can’t see my life
without Molly,” senior
Michelle Bales  said.

To those who see
Molly Mitchell around
school or have only had a
passing encounter with
her, she is not what she
seems. A walking contra-
diction she is, a sheltered
ditz she is not. She imag-
ines that it would be hard
to label her because of the
negative correlation be-
tween her grades and her
social activities and her
appearance and her inter-

e s t s .
        “People assume that
because I’m a skinny white
girl, I don’t like rap, or be-
cause I’m blonde, I’m
dumb,” Mitchell said.

Mitchell is a big fan
of eating,  candy in par-
ticular. She loves under-
ground rap, which may be
why her  friends describe
her  as “ghetto.” She en-
joys the acting of Angelina
Jolie and  Johnny Depp (in
his Edward Scissorhands
days.) She has a  slight lisp,
so  she hates the word
“Charmin” because she
can’t pronounce it, but
thoroughly enjoys saying

Continued from page 5 “Mitchell”
the word “stank.” She has a
strong aversion to snakes
and yellow lighters.

She owns a 1992, navy
blue Honda Civic hatch-
back. It may be old, but it’s
nice, with a new exhaust,
silver and blue leather in-
terior, and it goes very fast.
Influenced by her dad and
her brother, Mitchell has an
interest in cars and racing.
As a graduation present,
her dad is sending her  to
driving  school in  Atlanta.

After graduation,
Mitchell plans on attending
Florida State University
and moving into her own
house, hopefully rooming

with best friend, Logan
Bryant. She’s most excited
about moving outof her
house, having her own
rules, and no curfew. For
graduate school, Mitchell
is thinking about going
some place where the
weather is warm and get-
ting a degree in business or
engineering.

Molly Mitchell is not
the  average hot blonde.
Her perfect combination
of brains and personality
make Mitchell  an ideal stu-
dent, friend, and person.
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Same faces, different cases
By Elizabeth Nelson
High Life Features Writer

Ryan and Aubrey Young
may share genes, but these iden-
tical twins are as different as
night and day.

Ryan says their parents let
them develop their own person-
alities and Aubrey attributes the
differences to Ryan becoming
closer to their mom and Aubrey
becoming closer to their dad.

But the brothers have
come to accept and love the dif-
ferences between them. Ryan
thinks twins who are like car-
bon copies of each other are
boring.

“I like being different and
an individual,” Ryan said.

Although they seem to be
polar opposites, Ryan and
Aubrey have a very special bond
that can only come from being
identical twins. Ryan says he and
his brother didn’t used to be
friends, but as they grew up,
they became closer. Aubrey con-
siders he and his brother closer
than common brothers and says
that he and Ryan can tell when
the other is upset, but they don’t
really confide in one another.

Ryan and Aubrey both en-
joy having a twin, as they have
never known any other way.

The fact that the twins are
so well known (and notoriously
good looking) makes them very
popular with the ladies.

“[Girls] compare us,”
Ryan said. “And you can’t re-
ally compare us.”

Aubrey certainly seems
to attract the crazier girls. He’s
had a 25-year-old tell him that
she wanted to make out with
him, and he regularly receives
outlandish notes from female
classmates (complete with
love poems) that he’s recently
stopped reading.

Ryan and Aubrey also
have a plethora of anecdotes
about people realizing that
they’re twins. The boys’ 8th
grade science teacher taught
them for over half a year be-
fore asking if they were twins.

Teachers who’ve had
them both speak very highly
of Ryan and Aubrey.

“I actually met Ryan
first and didn’t even know he
had a twin brother. And then I
met Aubrey,” drama teacher
Rod Durham said. “[Aubrey’s]
sense of humor is so razor
sharp, but never mean spirited,
and he is one of the most tol-
erant, giving young men I’ve
had the pleasure of teaching.
Ryan is a true superstar in his
own right, and so positive and
talented. I am lucky to know
them both.”

“They both have the
same gentlemen-like qualities
about them,” chorus teacher
Tabitha Hall said.

Though the twins have

very different groups of friends,
(Aubrey has his band friends and
Ryan has his dance friends) the
people who know them both say
the boys aren’t as different as
they seem.

“I’ve known those boys
for nine years. I think they’re a
lot more alike then they let on.
They have awesome personali-
ties,” senior Caitlin Meehan-
Draper said.

Even people who don’t
know Ryan and Aubrey person-
ally think highly of the twins.

“They seem to be really
outgoing and nice to everyone,”
sophomore Marisa McInnes-
Taylor said.

According to sophomore
Adam Gilroy, Aubrey’s aura is
extremely different from his per-
sonality.

“Aubrey is goofy,”
Gilroy said. “It’s a vast mis-
conception that, being amaz-
ingly attractive and trendy, he
would be this cool, suave guy.
But he’s a total goofball.”

English teacher, Lorrie
O’Dell  had equally good things
to say about Ryan.

“Every time I see Ryan,
he is smiling,” O’Dell said. “I
don’t think I’ve ever heard him
say anything negative. He ra-
diates positivness and is in-
credibly witty.”

Both boys describe them-
selves as having very distinct
personalities. Aubrey describes
Ryan as more positive, outgo-
ing, and nice. Ryan describes
Aubrey as being more emo-
tional and deep.

Ryan and Aubrey’s radi-
cally different tastes in music
and different hobbies fuel  these
distinct personalities.  Aubrey
sticks to the local band scene,
playing shows with his own

band, For Those Who Remem-
ber and listening to local  mu-
sic. Ryan, however, tends to like
more commercial music that he
can dance to.  He is also on lo-
cal dance team, The Center
Stage Starlets.

Although the boys love
being twins, sometimes the
comparisons start to bother
them.

“There is only one Aubrey
Young,” Aubrey said. “This is
me.”

Ryan and Aubrey Young

By AnnaLaura Rehwinkel
High Life Features Writer

In  high school, some-
times it’s hard to tell what
guys and girls are thinking.
Teenagers can become
confused about how they
should act, dress, or what
they should say. To give our
readers some insight into
the minds of the opposite
sex, TheLeon High Life
has gathered quotes from
random students at Leon
High School.

The qoutes from these
students remain anony-
mous to keep the focus on
the content  rather  than the
source.

The students were
asked a  variety of  ques-
tions about their prefer-
ences concerning the op-
posite sex. They were
asked about everything
from appearances to per-
sonality traits to dating
habits.

Guys about girls:

“I like girls who can read and
write. That’s why they come
to school.”

“I  love when a girl is
spontaneous.”

“I like girls who act like they’re
smart, but are really  dumb.”

“I like clothes that are
revealing. ”

“I don’t like make-up, unless
it’s a special occasion.”

“I like a natural look.”

“I like a nice stomach and nice
eyes.”

“They need to be in  shape. I
don’t particularly like blondes
or a lot of make up.”

“I like a girl who can be made
fun of but can make fun of me
at the same time.”

 ”I like any girl who resembles
Fergie from the Black Eyed
Peas.”

Girls about guys:

“I like guys to not care. Be
themselves, be unique, and  be
different.”

“They can’t act funny when
they get around their friends.”

“Say ‘I love you’ and mean it.”

“Dress nicely, but don’t try too
hard.”

“Don’t act sleazy.”

“I like for a guy who to have a
lot in common with me.”

”I like guys who can dance.”

”I love it when boys are
covered in freckles.”

“I like long beards.”

“ They need to look like they
actually care.”

“They have to have a good
sense of style. Dark hair is
pretty hot.”

“Guys should act like
gentlemen.”

“Goth girls are really,
really hot.”

“I like laid back and
drama-free girls.”

“Boys have to have
money.”

“Really deep, sensual
voices are a plus.”

What a girl wants, what a boy needs
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 After a great high school
experience, senior volleyball
standout Catherine Earp is
ready to open new doors.

Earp is looking forward to
attending the University of
Georgia or the University of
Florida. Her goals include, ma-
joring in history and will be at-
tending law school.

“ Great power comes
with great responsibility,” Earp
said.

 As captain of the varsity
volleyball team, Earp really en-
joys helping others, from the
freshmen on junior varsity to the
seniors on varsity.

“Volleyball is a year-
round sport,” Earp said.

 Earp started playing vol-
leyball for the city in the sev-
enth grade and has played and
has stoped. During the summer,
Earp is involved in not only con-

ditioning for the following sea-
son, but club and travel volley-
b a l l .
           Earp is in her fourth
year of volleyball as a Lady
Lion. Time management be-
tween school and volleyball is
really important and difficult for
Earp. After a long day at school,
Earp practices until 6:30p.m.
and is still very focused aca-
d e m i c a l l y .

“I am really competi-
tive,” Earp said.

Earp is motivated by her
love for competion. The team
members and the environment
is what Earp enjoys most about
v o l l e y b a l l .

Although Earp is zoned
for Chiles, she truly believes
Leon is the best school. She
comes from a family full of
Leon High School alumni.

Last year, Earp was a
member of the Youth Leader-
ship of Tallahassee. Earp is the
vice president of the National

Honor Society and was chosen
for Lion of the Week.

“Everyone has a thing
they bring to the team,” Coach
Joy Becker said.

The Leon Lion boy’s soc-
cer team has always had a tra-
dition of excellence. From the
state champion 1998 team (that
went 27-0), the nine state Final
Four finishes that have followed
since then, and the 16 District
championships that they have
accumulated through the
teams’ history, the 2005-06
team looks to carry on this pat-
tern of winning.

“Playing at Leon
means you play with a lot of
pressure all the time to do
well,” senior midfielder Manuel
Rico said. “But I thrive under
the pressure, so I love it. I re-
ally think this team this year
could be special.”

Senior midfielder and
captain Pat Manderfield said
that he is overwhelmed by the
tradition of Leon soccer.

“If you don’t get chills
when you put on the Leon soc-
cer jersey, then you don’t got a
pulse,” Manderfield said.
“When you think about all the
great teams that have played
here, you really feel obligated
to go out there and win for
them too.”

The team returns three
seniors and five juniors from
last year’s 16-10-2 team, which
also went to the Elite Eight in
the state playoffs.

“It’s state or bust,”

Manderfield said. “We have
the pieces to make this work,
we just need to find the team
identity and roll with it.”

The road to state is not
an easy one this year, with
games that include St. Thomas
Aquinas, Coral Springs, Nease,
Bishop Kenny, Buchholz, Gulf
Breeze and Lincoln.

“It’s an [extremely]
tough schedule, no doubt,”
Head Coach Alan Rice. “But
if we can survive it, I have no
doubt in my mind it will our team

stronger.”
Senior goalkeeper

Thomas Guthrie thinks that
they Lions can walk away from
this schedule with all wins.

“Goals against us this
year will be hard to come by,”
Guthrie said. “I foresee lots of
shutouts in our future. Our de-
fense is baller, and that’s what
you need against a schedule as
hard as this.”

As of right now, the
soccer team is just condition-
ing after school. Conditioning

is usually not intense work, but
more of just keeping the play-
ers active, according to Rice.
But once the season starts,
practices become more fo-
cused and physically strenuous.
Try-outs for the team go until
Oct. 17-21, and the season
kicks off with their first game
Nov. 8 at Tate High School.

“The key to our suc-
cess is peaking at the right
time,” Rice said. “If we get hot
at the right time of year, a
championship can be very eas-

Lions soccer shooting for state
By Chris Reber
High Life Sports Writer

ily within our reach.” Rice feels
that the senior leadership is
great this year, so his job as a
coach is to get the players to
buy into his system of play
rather than lead them.

“We need to just main-
tain what went right last year,”
Rice said. “We beat Gainesville
on the road, and outplayed Lin-
coln but just couldn’t connect.
Last year at times we seemed
unfocused, but I think we are
motivated and ready to play this
year.

Last year Lincoln kept
the Lions from another trip to
the Final Four with a 1-0 win
over Leon in the Elite Eight of
the state playoffs.

“Lincoln is a rivalry
game, but recently has been a
key game in deciding whether
a team advances in the play-
offs or not,” junior striker Hugo
Mio said. “I thought we played
well against Lincoln last year,
but just didn’t connect. There’s
no doubt in my mind that the
path to state will have to go
through Lincoln in some shape
or form.”

Guthrie is also very
excited about the home games
for the upcoming season.

“The fans are amazing
at our home games,” Guthrie
said. “Home field advantage
has a whole new meaning when
you play at Leon High. We
have the best fans in the state
hands down.”

Earp’s thing seems to be
leadership. She is a defensive
specialist excels in passing.
          “She’s just a great
leader and friend, on and off

Catherine Earp: willing to do whatever it takes
By Katie Small
High Life Sports Writer

the court,” Kim Overton, a
member of the varsity team
said.

Earp will not be continu-
ing to play volleyball in college
due to academic focus.
            Earp coached club vol-
leyball last spring and will coach
next season. Earp is involved
in the many community service
projects the Leon volleyball
team has been involved in such
as the heart walk, middle
school volleyball tournament
and a food drive for the Katrina
v i c t i m s .

 She enjoys cooking
and visiting St. Teresa beach
and Alligator point. Earp will be
traveling to Europe next sum-
m e r .
           Earp is really going to
miss Leon.  The advice Earp
would give someone, is to stick
to who you are and don’t
change for anyone.

Catherine Earp

Coach Rice
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High expectations set for ’05-’06

Already with one state
championship under his belt,
girl’s soccer head coach J.D
Crum is in search of a goal
keeper and Leon’s second
State Final Four appearance
since 2004 in his first year
as Leon’s coach.

Crum arrived at Leon
after spending 10 years on
the coaching staff at
Taravella High School in
Coral Springs, Florida. Af-
ter eight years as an assis-
tant coach, Crum took over
as the head coach for his fi-
nal two years at Taravella.

During his two-year
stint as the head coach,
Crum’s  Trojans compiled a
record that consisted of 36
wins, five losses, and 11 ties,
defeating Lake Mary High
School to win the state title
in 2003.

According to
Crum, previous coaches at
Leon only had one goal
keeper, which this year is

Crum’s main concern.
“If there is a critical need

area, it’s goal keeper; we’re
really going to look at that
area,” Crum said. “We’ve got
a lot of good girls trying out,
but once they just need to get
the flow of things.”

With this being said,
Crum’s first obstacle at Leon
will be replacing former goal
keeper and Leon graduate
Anna Wells. Wells, now a

By Tom Postma
High Life Assistant Sports
Editor

goal keeper at Belmont Abbey
College in North Carolina, was
the Wendy’s Heisman winner out
of a pool of the top high school
athletes in the area.

Wells was a member of
the 2005-2005 All Big Bend first
team as a goalie, and she finished
her senior season with 13 shut-
out victories.

Last year’s team con-
sisted of seniors playing key po-
sitions other than goal keeper, yet

Crum is confident that the
open positions shouldn’t be
hard to fill.

“Last year’s team was
a good team,” Crum said. The
seniors instilled a lot of heart
and a hard work ethic on the
younger players.”

This year’s team is re-
turning four  starters, with a to-
tal of five  seniors on the ros-
ter. Some of the seniors are
Mallory Horton and Julia

Luongo.
Horton has been a

member of the Lady Lions var-
sity team for four years. This
year, Horton decided to tune
up for her senior season by
taking up the job as the sec-
ond string kicker for the Leon
varsity football team.

“I’ve really enjoyed
playing soccer here at Leon,”
Horton said. “ Coach Crum is
a really great coach and I am
really looking forward to this
season, it’s going to be a lot of
fun.”

Luongo, a member of the
team for four years, was also
named to the All Big Bend first
team last year. Luongo is look-
ing forward to a good season.

“I am very excited to
have a new coach with great
experience,” Luongo said. “I
think our team will have great
depth and chemistry this year;
I know we have potential for
an outstanding season.”

Crum expects an event-
ful season as the lady Lions
“have got a lot of good skill
on the field.”

Sophomore Suzanna Zorn, Coach Crum, and senior Julia Luongo.

Lions prepare for a new season

By Jared Casey
High Life Sports Writer

With good expecta-
tions, varsity basketball
coach Sam Striplin is
ready to start this season.

This years coaches
for varsity are Striplin
and his assistant coach
Billy Epting. Epting also
coaches for JV and Jose
Rodriguez is the fresh-
man coach. Coach Epting
and Rodriguez also assist
Striplin.

The Leon basketball
team lost all of their se-
niors from last year.
That includes the starting
five and a big portion of
the team adding up to
eight players in total.
This yea,r there is only
one returning player that
has court experience
with Leon’s team, senior

Jeff Baker.
“We expect him to

put up a lot of points on
the board for us this year,”
Striplin said. Other se-
niors that coach Stripling
has been looking at are
Keithen Gay and Josh
Hoffman.

Last year’s team
went 17-10 and went to
the District Tournament
where they beat Chiles
High School by 22 points.
They then lost to
Rickards, who eventually
went to the Final Four.
Leon also participated in
the Great Florida
Shootout, placing fourth
out of 16 teams and also
the played at the Capital
City Classic which was
held in the Leon County
Civic Center.

This year features a
District change for Leon.
Last year the district con-
sisted of Lincoln, Godby,

Rickards and Chiles high
schools, but this year Godby
and Rickards were dropped.
Mosley and Rutherford are
the new schools that Leon
will have to face in District
games.

This year’s team is go-
ing to be a relatively young
team. Striplin has eyes on
some seniors but he is also
looking out for a lot of
younger players such as Josh
Ruffin and Taylor Sexton
from last year’s JV team and
Darrien Gibson from last
year’s Freshman team.

Although tryouts for this
upcoming basketball season
don’t start until October 31,
Coach Striplin says that it’s
easy to decide the varsity
team because he has already
seen many of the players play
at the summer camp, on the
court in recent years, and in
7th period basketball class.

Varsity players can run
basic drills during class and

get a little more practice in
before the season starts,
during the season, and af-
ter the season, getting
ready for the next year.

But Striplin also said

that choosing players for
the younger teams is much
harder because not much is
known about the kids try-
ing out, so anyone has a
chance of making the team.

Young Lion’s team
looks to return to
postseason action.

Senior Jeff Baker.

Sports
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By Sam Hollister
High Life Sports Editor

Sports Column

As the football season
draws to a close, the most
important game for the Lions
may not be one that they play
in.

To have any chance of
making the playoffs, Leon
will have to win their final
two District games against
Rutherford and Chiles.

Since Lincoln beat
Mosley last week, Mosley
must now lose their last Dis-
trict game to Rutherford in
order for Leon to advance
to the playoffs.

“It’s not impossible,”
Leon Head Coach Wade
Rollinson said of their
chances. “We’ve seen it hap-
pen before. Its just a lot
harder when you’re relying
on someone else.”

At 2-5, most of the
players and coaches are
looking for ways to restore
the rest of the season.

Although the team is
stacked with seniors, most
of them do not have any sig-
nificant game experience, ac-
cording to Rollinson.

Leon ends losing streak

Leon High girls bas-
ketball , Coach Adolph
Hicks, is determined to make
it to the girls basketball state
championship this year and
he has a good reason to look
forward to this season.

Hicks said that only
four players will return this
year as he losses five se-
niors, but with an impressive
number of freshmen attend-
ing practice, things may turn
out just fine for the Lady Li-
ons.

“A lot of girls have
been coming out to the
warm-ups this year and I’ve
never in my coaching career
seen so many freshmen
determined to be on the
court,” Coach Hicks said.
“All of them have great

Lions look to defend title

“Our offense is based
around the quarterback and the
fullback,” Rollinson said. “We got
both our quarterbacks back but
we lost our fullback, as well as a
significant
portion of
our offen-
sive-line.”

A c -
cording to
Rollinson,
the offen-
sive line has
been par-
t icular ly
weak in the
last few

weeks, along with an inexpe-
rienced wide-receiver group.

“When you lose both
starting wide receivers, two of
your best linemen as well as

G a v i n
Grigg, its
going to
limit what
you can
do offen-
sively,”
Rollinson
said.

Le-
on’s  re-
c e n t
stretch of

challenging games may also
had a part in its  2-5 record.

All five teams that Leon
faced in the beginning of the
year have been ranked in the
state of Florida, while Leon’s
next three opponents are
not.

The Lions will also get
several players back from
injuries in the next few
weeks.

Tim Lewis and Nikwan
Wood should be returning
from injuries, and Justin

Terry is returning from a
sprained ankle.

Terry played during the
Lincoln game, but was not up
to speed on his routes.

“The team is just trying
to remain upbeat and optimis-
tic,” junior linebacker Booker
Jones said. “We’re going to
stick together and try to finish
the season with some wins.”

According to Rollinson,
as long as the team stays fo-
cused and the overall attitude
stays positive, there will be no
noteworthy roster changes.

By Sam Hollister
High Life Sports Editor

“If anything, the kids
might be trying too hard. Last
year everyone worked to-
gether. This year, kids are try-
ing to do their assignment and
then a little more, which I
think has actually slowed us
down.”

- Coach Wade Rollinson

By Joy Weaver
High Life Sports Writer

Leon vs. Lincoln on Oct. 7

LaQuinta Gardner, Ashley Williams, and Katia Wilson

While Leon’s football
team may be struggling, the
swimming team and boys golf
team have been busy winning
City Championships.

Girls golf took an over-
all 3rd place in the District,
qualifying for the Regional
tournament.

And even though
Leon’s football team failed to
beat Lincoln for the 8th
straight year, they actually
showed some signs of life in
last weekends 26-16 win
against Bay.

There was some bright
spots in that 43-0 loss to Lin-
coln. After all, it wasn’t the
worst loss that Leon has ever
had against the Trojans.

But last week’s win
against Bay showed that
maybe this team hasn’t given
up yet.

Offensively, the Lions
managed to score more than
14 points for the first time this
season, and the defense
pulled out a last minute stop
to seal the win.

As for the rest of the
season, the Lions need to
forget their recent win and
focus on their next matchup
against the Rutherford Rams.

If they lose against
Rutherford, the Lions will not
have any hope of going to the
playoffs.

They still have to count
on Mosley losing to Ruther-
ford later this month in order
to extend their season.

At 2-5, Leon still
has enough talent to pull out
wins against the teams re-
maining on the schedule.

Head Coach Wade
Rollinson seems to have de-
termined one of the Lion’s
main weaknesses.

“Basically we’ve had
the same disease throughout
the season,” Rollinson said.

talent, skills, follow directions,
and are hungry to make it to State
just as much as I am.”

 Even though at first  Hicks
thought that losing five seniors
would be a  tough way  to start
for the 2005-2006 season,
having these impressive freshmen
coming out to practice may be
the key to the state championship
door.

Several seniors went on
to play in college, including
Amber Hall (Virginia Tech),
Shawn Goff (Ole’ Miss), and
Melva Ford (Mercer Hertz in
Pennsylvania). Tierra Rogers and
Tara Vaughn were also seniors
last year.

The returning crew is Ashley
Williams, Katia Wilson, both
seniors, LaQuinta Gardner, a
junior and Whitney Kelly, a
sophomore.

Williams, ranked No. 11
academically  for her 2006 class,
was injured and stopped playing
for the season last year, but she,
Wilson  and Gardner are ready
to lead the team with an exciting

year. Gardner has one more
year to better her game, but
has a great background since
she has been on varsity since
her freshman year.

The girls have a tough
District to face as they play
Lincoln, Mosley, Chiles, and
Rutherford. But being the
District champs two years
straight and a record of 14-15

for the 2004-2005 season,
Coach Hicks has made out his
plan for this season.

“It doesn’t matter how
old you are, if you have your
mind made up and determined
to be the best, you’re good at
anything  you choose to  do,”
Hicks said.

Ashley Williams and
Katia Wilson hope to
lead a young team.

please see “Football” on pg.
12

Girls football gives
the guys a run for
their money

please see “Powderpuff”
on pg. 12
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Athlete of the Month
By Tom Postma
High Life Assistant Sports
Editor

Editors note: One “Athlete of
the Month” will be chosen for
each issue of this year’s High
Life. The High Life sports staff
will decide who is selected, but
students can nominate any
deserving individual by contacting
a staff member.

Sports

said. While the
Chiles game is techni-
cally an away game, it
will also be played at
Cox Stadium.

At least the players
are demonstrating good
effort.

“If anything, the
kids might be trying too
hard,” Rollinson said.
“Last year everyone
worked together. This
year, kids are trying to
do their assignment and
then a little more,
which I think has actu-
ally slowed us down.”

Junior Katie Johnson
has been named athlete of the
month by the sports staff of
the High Life.

 The 5’11’’Johnson
is one of many stellar athletes
on the Lions volleyball team.

Johnson’s name has
highlighted Big Bend leader
boards. Her stats alone say
enough about her game.

Johnson has 188
kills, 56 blocks, 100 digs, 38
aces, and one assist follow-
ing the final regular season
match against Florida High.

Starting from top left:
Sophmore Susanna Zorn, Mr. Hanna, and Sophomore Chelsea

Parmer.
The Senior Powderpuff Team.
The victorious Sophomore Powderpuff Team.
Seniors Carter Mallison and Gabrielle Aaron.
The referees: Coaches Mike Spencer and Aaron Clark.

“Football” continued
from  pg. 11

“We’ve been incon-
sistent. If one day the kicking
game is working, our defense
doesn’t come to play. If one
day our defense is getting the
job our kicking game isn’t
working.”

Naturally, Rollinson
didn’t mention the offense,
which has probably been the
most consistant aspect of the
team, although that isn’t a
good thing. They’ve scored
14 or fewer points in six out
of seven games.

That trend may have
come to an end. The offen-
sive line as well as the wide
reciever position is improving
every game.

One of Leon’s football
teams with a winning record
would be the sophomore
Powderpuff team.

After beating the fresh-
men team 13-0, they went on to
beat the senior team 26-14.

Aaron Clark, Leon’s
Head baseball coach, was a ref-
eree during the game.

“Chelsea Parmer is the
best football player at this
school,” Clark said. “She ran for
like 400 yards and passed for like
another 300 yards.”

Parmer led the sophomore
team to a Powderpuff Champi-
onship.

“Powderpuff” continued from pg. 11
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