
SAC makes decis ion against  exam exemption
There was hope this
year that the students of
Leon High School
might have been
celebrating Christmas
break a bit earlier, but
those hopes, along with
GPAs, are being
crushed.

By Emily Woodruff
Hill Top Features Editor

As students flipped
through their new agenda
books this year, they discov-
ered an ammendment to the
previous exam policy. The first
sentence of the exam policy
clearly states, “All students
must take a written or perfor-
mance final semester exam…”
As the sentence concludes
though, it says, “...unless oth-
erwise exempted.”

Returning students may
not even pause to wonder what
exactly such an exemption
could entail because, in years
past, students have been told
that if the class falls under the
category of core class (related
to an English, Math, Science,
or History/Social Studies
course), an exam must take
place. However, upon further
reading, students will chance
upon the last paragraph, which
has been reprinted below.

“Core exam exemptions
may occur under the following
conditions:

The School Advisory
Council may approve for stu-
dents to exempt either their first
or second semester core aca-
demic exams, provided that
the student has satisfactory citi-
zenship in all classes and has
written permission from his or
her parent. Exams may not be
exempted in a course that has
a required final exam, such as
Advanced Placement or dual
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Students should look forward to a year of  exams.

enrollment college credit.”
Therefore, it may be de-

duced that it is possible for stu-
dents at Leon High School to
exempt core exams, as long as
they meet the requirements
specified above. All that is
needed is an approval from
School Advisory Council.

This approval was
sought on Tuesday, Septem-
ber 21, in the Leon Media
Center at 6:30 p.m. Unfortu-
nately, for many students, the
change was not received at the
meeting. With a final vote of
14:11, the old policy remains.

Sitting on this council
were teachers  Diane Chancey,
Scott Brown, Marsha Twoey,
Judy Miller, Nona
Castleberry, Becky Amos and
Chair Person Sylvia Crews,
among others. It was their
votes, along with a combina-
tion of parents and student
representatives, that ultimately
decided whether the students
of Leon must participate in all
core exams.

The policy was first ac-
cepted for consideration on
the premise that students, if
given an opportunity to exempt
an exam of a core class,
would have more motivation
to work harder to achieve A’s.
This seems to be the general
consensus of Leon students.

“That policy would make
life so great come exam time,”
senior Eric Shrestha said. “I
would  work harder because
there would be more incentive
to get A’s. It‘s terrible that it
didn‘t pass, but it doesn‘t af-
fect me as much because I‘m
a senior.”

Underclassmen had an
even greater motivation to sup-
port this policy. It could have
dramatically affected their
GPAs in the long run.

“I think that students

should be rewarded for the A’s
they receive,” said sophomore
Elise Jenkins.

However, the policy was
not met with such enthusiastic
responses on the other side of
the spectrum. Chancey, an
English teacher, was ada-
mantly opposed to it.

“Students need experi-

ence. Any experiences
they have that will better pre-
pare them for college is abso-
lutely necessary,” Chancey
said. “In college, your exam
grade is a third, a half, or even,
your whole grade. The whole
purpose of high school is to
prepare kids for college.  Sec-
ondly, Je Me Suicide! We’re
killing ourselves, as the faculty.
It’s a nightmare in the curricu-
lum office to decipher all of the
paperwork,  and who needs
what for what class. And lastly,
students need to study subject
matter for its own scale. That’s
what an exam should be a test
of.”

The teachers of the math
department on the Council
agree with these statements.

“Speaking as a teacher
and a mother, I don’t think that

the new policy would have
been beneficial to the stu-
dents,” Algebra I teacher
Nona Castleberry said. “I
think it’s more important that
students develop the skills to
retain knowledge now.”

Teacher Becky Amos re-
calls a time when students

who had an A or B aver-
age did not have to take any
exams.

“I’ve been here for 16
years, and we have had kids
come through here and not
take a single exam all four
years,” Amos said. “Later, we
got feedback from them say-
ing they didn’t think that they
were prepared because they
had no test-taking skills. It was
at the request of students that
the policy was changed to
what it is now.”

This policy that Leon
chose not to enact is the very
one Chiles High School has
enforced, going on four years
now. Candace Sermans, a
former graduate of Chiles
High, is in support of the exam
system at her former high
school.

“The exam policy at

Chiles definitely motivated me
to perform better in class be-
cause I knew if I got A’s I
wouldn’t have to take the
exam, and I would much
rather do a little homework
than prepare for an exam,”
Sermans said.

The concern that teach-
ers have about preparation for
exams in college was not a
problem for Sermans when
she entered college this fall.

“I took a lot of AP
courses in high school, and
that prepared me so much
more than I think a high school
exam could,” Sermans said.
“My teachers also taught me
to set aside time to study, and
to not wait until the last few
days before a test.”

Senior Ryan Powers pro-
posed a change when he dis-
covered that Chiles High
School has had this policy en-
forced for the past four years.

“I think it’s a good policy
because if the students are try-
ing harder, they’re going to
learn more,’’ Powers said.
“I‘m just sorry for the students
of Leon that it didn‘t get
passed. This hurts them be-
cause when they apply for col-
lege they are going up against
all of the other students in the
county who don‘t have to take
exams and those students will
have higher GPAs. So Leon
students will have more expe-
rience, but that doesn’t do
them a lot of good if they can’t
get into college.”

It looks like the students
this year will still be taking all
core-related exams, but per-
haps not for long. There is a
light at the end of the tunnel.
Next year, students may bring
up this topic for debate yet
again, and as the SAC
changes every two years,
there may be a different out-
come.



Caution Tape Wraps
New Student Up In Fear

       Being a new stu-
dent at a new high school
is overwhelming. It is ex-
periencing fear and uncer-
tainty like never before.
Transferring from another
high school as a senior
was a very scary thought
for me. Not only was I
going to be new, but I also
didn’t know anything or
anyone at the school.
Many things you begin
learning about the school
come through observation
and experience. Who
knew that I would end up
going through an experi-
ence that taught me a valu-
able lesson and showed
me that not all of Leon’s
students uphold the so-
called tradition of pride
and excellence I had hear
so much about.

     On the second day
of school, I drove. I was
not sure how parking
worked at Leon, but since
it was the second day of
school and they were still
selling parking passes, I
decided to park in a space
that did not have the words
“faculty” or “visitor” on
them.  There were even

cars parked near me that
didn’t have any identifica-
tion.  Feeling confident
that I could  leave my car
there, I went on with my
day.

       During second
lunch, I walked down to my

car, and there it was, like a
misplaced toy, a silver
Honda CR-V blocking me.
I looked around the park-
ing lot and saw many cars
parked in the same fashion.
I asked someone near me
what the parking lot was for
and they told me it was for
senior parking. However,
unlike my previous high
school, it is assigned by
numbers.

          Acknowledging
that it was the second day
of school and that I
wouldn’t park there any-
more, I sat down and ate at
the picnic tables, waiting to
spot the driver blocking
me, so I could apologize to
her.

When the girl came
back from lunch, she began
talking to a boy that had

parked next to me in a  blue
Camry,  in space 23.  The
boy then proceeded to open
his trunk and take out cau-
tion tape.  I watched in hor-
ror as the boy, who I clearly
saw, began wrapping my
car up in caution tape.  Not

only that, but another
friend helped him tie up the
knots around my antenna,
around the tires, under the
car, and around the front of
the car.  Being that the stu-
dents at Leon seem to be
so curious, he had attracted
a crowd.

I was terrified to say
or do anything. There were
so many students and there
was only one of me.  I
didn’t want to take the boy
out of my sight because I
was afraid he was going to
slash my tires or key my
car.  The girl in the silver
Honda left the scene and
the bell rang to go to class.

I watched as people

Are Leon students
upholding the
“tradition of pride and
excellence”, or does a
‘seemingly’ innocent
prank show the true
colors of some Leon
students?
By Carolina Escalera
Hill Top Writer

left the scene laughing, and
the boy walked off pleased.

I was absolutely
terrified. I had never seen
someone do something so
cruel before.  I had taken
someone’s spot on the sec-
ond day of school. They
had only parked in that
space one other time, and
she could have called the
administrators if she really
was upset about it.  And why
did this boy, who had noth-
ing to do with the situation,
find it necessary to vandal-
ize my car?  Is this the type
of “tradition of excellence
and pride” I heard so much
of during orientation?

The students that
committed this crime are
seniors. They are supposed
to be the most respected
and mature students in the
school. Even the ones that
sat and watched are at fault
because they did nothing.

I am very disap-
pointed in these students.
That car could have been
anyone’s: a parent, a
teacher or an administra-
tor.  I didn’t know that it
was assigned senior park-
ing, and it frightens me to
know that this is one of the
most respected schools in
the county.  I think Leon
students, especially se-
niors, should reconsider
what they are putting their
pride and excellence into:
a parking spot or their edu-
cation.

The Hill Top
Colophone
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The bell has just
rung, which means you have
just under six minutes to get
to your locker, switch your
books, and navigate your
way to next period; one of the
most dangerous things you
can do in high school. To get
to your next class, you jump
a hurdle over a new freshman
who dropped his books, and
slide to avoid the big guy with
the cheetos bag. You struggle
to employ your football skills
and tactics towards those
congregating teens who do
not seem to comprehend that
everyone else in the hallway
is moving.

Then you see it, like
a light at the end of a tunnel.
It is your locker. You laugh
manically knowing victory is
so near. But something
makes you stop dead in your
tracks. Before you can even
exhale a sigh of relief, you see
them; the most powerful
advesaries of every student
trying to get to his or her
locker, the liplockers.

High school
relationships. You cannot
graduate without
experiencing at least one. It
is the most exhilariting yet
painful ritual of the modern
teen.

Some view it as a
chance to get used to dating
for their future, more mature
realtionships; some see it as
their future, more mature
relationships; while others
see it simply as an
opportunity to satisfy raging
hormones.

Though these
relationships may vary, most
of the time, their problems
don’t.

How much does age
difference matter? How
willing are students to risk
teen pregnancy? Do
standards help us pick ‘em
or prevent us from ever
picking?

These questions
and many more to be
anserwed.

Love and
the

Hallways
By Summar Chaudhry
Hill Top Editor-in-Chief



R e t u r n i n g  H o m e :  “ W h e r e  I  B e l o n g ”

 Iraq: Hope Endures Amidst The Change
The media  portrays Iraq
as a war zone with
military and
rebellion,but life goes
on for civilians.

By Kany Aziz
Hill Top Writer

Iraq is a home to more
than 25 million people. Of
those, there are Arabs, Kurds,
and Turkumans. Just recently
they were freed from the ty-
rannical dictator, Saddam
Hussein. How are they living
now that they are free—and
just how free is this new free-
dom?

Cars are becoming
popular and the streets are of-
ten crowded with deployed
troops. However, with the
new additions to Iraq, the
streets are frequently closed
due to warnings or explosions.
With their tanks and their ma-
chine guns, American soliders
rule the country using any
means possible to secure
safety for themselves. De-
stroyed buildings or bullet
holes are not an unusual sight.

Many times, people are
afraid to go to work and
sometimes they are not able to
because of closed roads,
shootings in the area, or
threats.

“We leave the house, go
to work, and pray to God
we’ll come back,” says
Basima Abduljalil, a resident
of Baghdad.

Schools have
been closed more
than once. However,
to those who do go
to school, following
the curriculum is
hard. It is required of
students to take
twelve classes every
academic year. For
example, a student
would take physics,
chemistry and biol-
ogy together, instead
of one subject per year. In
general, schools are not well
furnished.  Students sit on
wooden benches until col-
lege, where they sit in chairs.
They tolerate unregulated
classroom temperatures that
are as hot or cold as the out-
doors.

The communication in
Iraq is horrible. There is no
longer a mailing system, and
only one in every five people
own a phone. Internet is still
a relatively foreign technol-
ogy.

At home, televisions
and satellites are very popu-
lar. It would be more likely
to have a TV and no phone

than vice versa. However, they
are not fortunate enough to
have time to watch TV or play
with new game technology like
Playstation because of the

electricity, which is more
often than not, off. The water
is available for only a couple
of hours a day. Some depend
on natural springs and rivers,
such as the Tigris river,  to get
water. In these cases, the wa-
ter is  polluted and unhealthy
for drinking.

Laughing, Ilham
Abdulkhalik said, “We’re used
to it.” Three weeks later, a
doctor found stones in her kid-
neys.

Water has not been the
only change for Iraqi citizens
lately, the currency has also
been altered, bringing down
the Iraqi dollar value. Twenty

years ago, an American dollar
would convert to 0.27 of an
Iraqi dinar. Now, with the new
monetary unit established , an
American dollar would convert

to 1500 Iraqi
dinars. Food-
wise, the
prices are
c h e a p e r
when com-
pared to those
in the United
States. For a
hand-sized
loaf of bread,
50 dinars
( $ 0 . 0 3 )
would suffice.

For a kilogram of meat, 8000
dinars ($5.33).

Sports are becoming
more and more common. Soc-
cer, which they call football, is
much admired. Basketball is
fairly new but is becoming
popular quickly. Recently,
boys from ages eight and up
have begun to go to basket-
ball courts with friends. Clubs
that offer these sports are start-
ing to form, which is good for
both physical health and keep-
ing the youthful boys out of
trouble. Trouble they would
never have had to worry about
if the war had never begun.

Twenty years ago, the
services in Baghdad were bet-

When the word
“travel” is said, one
may think Las Angelas
or London. I went to
Iraq. I was excited to go
because lately I had felt
out of place in America.

By  Kany Aziz
Hill Top Writer

Filled with childhood
memories, I eagerly awaited to
arrive in Sulaymania, Iraq on
January 29, 2004. I had crossed
the Atlantic nervously, flown
over the ankle deep snow in
Turkey, and drove through the
desert of Iraq. For three days,
I fidgeted. For three days, I
chewed my lip.

We arrived at night and I
waited restlessly for morning,
so I could see the land that I
remembered so vividly.
Whether my memory was full
of mirth or that I was now dif-
ferent, everything I had known

had changed.
I was fortunate enough

and unfortunate enough to
wake up before sunrise. I re-
member how I woke up, suf-
focating in the middle of the
night, because the odor of fuel
from seething heater burned
my throat and made me feel
like my lungs were on fire. I
slowly got out of bed with a
huge blanket around me and
made my way down the stairs
and out of the house. I then
noticed that I had accidentally
locked myself out. I made a
decision, and after writing a
note in olive juice from our
yard, I went out into
Sulaymania by myself to-
wards my aunt’s house down
the road. The roads didn’t look
dirty; they seemed unique, dif-
ferent from the almost spot-
less Tallahasseean streets I
was so used to. In the months
to come, I began to realize this
was a win-lose situation.
There were things I didn’t like

and there were things I did
like. If only I could just focus
on what I did like.

The strange ways of the
open bazaar were exciting, and
the new experience of bargain-
ing was fun. Looking like ev-
erybody else and not having
people stare at me was won-
derful. I played in the snow and
had a snowball fight for the first
time. The mountains that sur-

rounded the city were breath-
taking. Rivers roared by, and all
different sizes of springs shot
out of nowhere. Sleeping on the
roof during summer time and
breathing in fresh air all night
long was a luxury.

However, the list of things
I did not like was long and hard
to ignore. It was the same
freezing temperature inside as
was outside, when the electric-
ity shut off at one a.m., so it be-
came normal to sleep cold.
Washing clothes with our hands
in the icy water and the rough
detergent, that is, if we had
water, became ritual. Looking
down towards the pavement
when we left the house be-
cause girls who looked up were
considered “cheap woman”
required time to get used to since
the ground is not something we
usually watch when we walked
along the streets of Tallahas-
see. We couldn’t speak English
either because my parents
were worried about being kid-

napped.
More and more the

American in me bubbled up.
The American girl who ran ,
laughed, spoke her mind, and
wondered what to wear was
no longer able to do those
things .

I felt as though I was too
practical for the people. In
genral, it was as if I could not
understand them, and they
couldn’t understand me. But
now that I am here again in Tal-
lahassee, I feel as though only
a few people can understand
me.

Who are we? It all de-
pends on how we see ourselves
and see others. I found that my
American heritage rose when
I was in Kurdistan and more
of my Iraqi Kurdish heritage
rose when I returned to my
home in Tallahassee.

Despite differences cul-
turally, there is a universal
ground that all people can stand
on.

ter. There was electricity and
water, and there was not a fear
of going into the streets. How-
ever, most of the Iraqis who
lived during Hussein’s dicta-
torship curse him, hate him, cry
over his past actions, and
agree that they are happier
with him out of rule.

 “Kurds who live in Iraq
could not express their loyalty
to their homeland publicly,”
says Sulaymanian Rizgar
Mqdad.

On the other hand, the
new generation cannot relate
to the opinion of the older gen-
eration, which creates the
present-based opinion on the
American soldiers. They  hold
strong to the belief that it is
these soldiers who are de-
stroying their country. It is of-
ten the cab drivers and store
owners who will insult the
American soldiers using de-
scriptive Arabic. This is a great
misfortune because they are
the ones who make up the fu-
ture of Iraq; the elders are in
the last stages of their life.
Nonetheless, within each
Iraqi, there is a hope that one
day they will get their country
back from the greedy leaders,
from the Americans, or any
other power. Why hope? Be-
cause hope is all they have.
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Kurds store water in tanks.

Sulaymania, Iraq
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The invasion of the new teachers:

Teacher: Don Coon
Curriculum: Biology 1
and Integrated Science
9th -12th grade
Favorite Quote : “The
sky is no longer the
limit.” -- Don Coon
Favorite Book : A
Stranger in a Strange
Land by: Robert A.
Heinlein
Favorite Movie:
Matrix series
Hobbies: Piano, raising
kids and scuba diving
Extracurricular
Activities: Co-Sponsor
for the Chess Club

Teacher: Matt Cooper
Curriculum: Algebra
1A and Geometry 9th -
12th grade
Interesting Fact:
Mr. Cooper is a 1999
graduate of Leon.
Favorite Book: The

Great Gatsby by Scott
Fitzgerald
Favorite Movie:
Rushmore
Hobbies: Biking,
Ultimate Frisbee
ExtracurricularActivities:
Sponsors Interact

Teacher: Martina
Davis
Curriculum: Algebra
1B and Advanced
Topics Math 9th -12th

grade
Favorite Quote/
Motto: “Those who
move the world are
those the world
moves.”-- Anonymous
Favorite Book: Cane
River by Lalita Tademy
Favorite Movie: The
Joy Luck Club
Hobbies: Traveling,
sports and reading

Teacher: Jan Dzurik
Curriculum: Liberal
Arts and Pre-Algebra
9th -12th grade
Favorite Quote/
Motto: “Peace begins
with me, and today I

can be or do a little
better than yesterday.”
--Anonymous
Favorite Book: Ahab’s
Wife by Sena Jeter
Naslund
Favorite Movie:
Contact
Hobbies: Swimming,
Tai Chi and yoga.

Teacher: Cassandre
Fontaine

Curriculum: Liberal
Arts and Algebra 1B
start-over 9th -12th

grade
Favorite Quote/
Motto: “It’s all in
internship.” --Ms.
Fontaine
Favorite Book:
Coldest Winter Ever
by Sister Souljah.
Favorite Movie: Love
Jones
Hobbies: Reading and
eating

Teacher: Michael
Mezzano
Curriculum:
American History
General and Honors
Favorite Book:
American History
Textbook
Favorite Movie: Pulp
Fiction

Hobbies: football and
basketball

Future Plans: wants
to pursue coaching
football

Teacher: April Murphy
Curriculum: English
Honors and General 9th

and 12thgrade
Favorite Quote/
Motto: “I am the
master of my fate: I am
the Captain of my
soul.”- William Ernest
Henley
Favorite Book: Lord
of the Rings I, II and III
by J.R Tolkien
Favorite Movie:
Bravehart
Hobbies: soccer,
reading, cooking and
working out
Extracurricular
Activities: Coach and
Sponsor of the soccer
team

Teacher: Lesley Maners
Curriculum: English I
and Honors 9th and 10th

grade
Quote/Motto: “You’ve
got to stand for
something or you’ll fall
for anything.”-
Anonymous
Favorite book: Jane
Eyre by Charlotte
Bronte
Favorite movie: The
Count of Monty Cristo
Hobbies: reading and
dancing
Extracurricular
Activities: Brain Bowl
sponsor

Teacher: Alan Morales

Curriculum: Anatomy
and Physiology and
Biology

Favorite Quote/Motto:
“It is better to have
knowledge and not need it,
than need knowledge and
not have it.”-- Anonymous

Favorite Book: Their
Eyes Are Watching God
by  Zora Neale Hurston

Favorite Movie: The
Lion King

Hobbies: watching TV and
exercising

By Jessica Moody
Hill Top Writer
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Get to know the faculty rookies

Teacher: Linda Lee
C u r r i c u l u m : M e d i a
S p e c i a l i s t ; t e a c h e s
researching techniques
Favorite Quote:  “Children
and teachers need library
resources especially books
and the expertise of a
librarian to succeed. Books,
information, technology and
school librarians who are
part of the schools’
professional team are basic
ingredients for student’s
achievement.”- Laura Bush.
Favorite Books:  Stargirl
and Maniac Magee, both by
J e r r y S p i n e l l i
Favorite Movie: Monsoon
W e d d i n g
Hobbies: reading, scuba
diving, swimming, and
g a r d e n i n g
Future Plans:  Start a lunch
time reading club

Teacher: Mathew
Hohmeister
Curriculum: Head of
Tech Support
Interesting Fact:
Hohmeister graduated
from Leon and

worked under Mr.
Odeneal.
Favorite Quote/
Motto: “Reading is
the basics for all
learning” – George W.
Bush.
Favorite Book: The
Catcher in the Rye by
J.B. Salinger.
Favorite Movie:
Office Space
Extracurricular
Activities: Techy
Club advisor.

Teacher: Beverley
McCaskill
Curriculum: Latin 1 and
2 and Advanced
Placement Virgil 9th -12th

grade.
Favorite Quote/Motto:
“To be ignorant of the
past is to remain forever
a child”- Cicero.
Favorite Book : The
Confederacy of Dunces
by: John Kennedy Tode
Hobbies: piano, art and
traveling.
Extracurricular
Activities: Sponsors
Rebus Gestis.

Teacher: Kevin  Record
Curriculum: Journalism
I,II,V and VI;  9th-12th

Favorite Quote/Motto:
“The best thing you can
spend on you children is
time.”- Anonymous
Favorite Book: Winning

Ugly by Brad Gilbert
Favorite Movie: Caddy
Shack
Hobbies: tennis, golf,
snow skiing and snow
boarding
Extracurricular
Activities: Coach of
Leon Tennis Team and Hill
Top Advisor

Teacher: Jeff Martin
Curriculum: CBI
and Math
Interesting Fact:
1988 graduate of
Leon
Favorite Book: The

Odyssey
Favorite Movie:
Lord Of The Rings
Hobbies: spending
time with his wife
and kids.
Extracurricular
Activities: football
coach.

Teacher: Tina Sargeant
Curriculum: English
II Honors, Journalism I
and Yearbook.
Favorite Quote/
Motto: “Life is the
flower of which love is
the necture.”
Favorite Book:
Anything by Amy Tan
Favorite Movie: The
Notebook
Hobbies: shopping,
reading and playing
Playstation with her
husband
Extracurricular
Activities: Lions Tale
Advisor

Teacher: Barney
M y e r s
Curriculum: Special
Education 9th-12th

Favorite Quote/
Motto: “Get off the
ball, snort and snot.”--
A n o n y m o u s
Favorite Book: Harry
Potter and the Order of
the Phoenix by J.K
R o w l i n g
Favorite Movie:
Heaven Can Wait
Hobbies: football,
baseball, water-skiing
and fishing
E x t r a c u r r i c u l a r
Activities: football
Assistant Coach and
baseball Coach

Teacher: Lewie Tillman
Curriculum:: World
History, American
History and Law
Studies.

Favorite Quote/Motto:
The Golden Rule.
Favorite Book:
Farewell to Arms  by
Ernest Hemmingway
Favorite Movie:
Scarface
Hobbies: History
Extracurricular
Activities: Mock Trial



La Musique Culturelle
Foriegn music is just
like American music.
The only differences
between them is the
language barrier. Good
foreign bands include
Manau, O-Zone and
Orange Range.

    When I hear music,
the first thing I hear is the beat
and the rhythm.  This is what
makes me want to listen to a

song, or even an entire CD,
more. I do not hear the words

until after I have played the
song or CD a couple of times.
In the case of foreign music,
we cannot understand the
words unless we know that
language. So all we hear is the
music. That is, for me, all it
takes to like a song. It can be
amusing, like Orange Range,
or down to earth, like
Manau. It can also be techno,
like O-Zone. The words do
not matter; it is how the tone
of the music makes you feel
inside:  happy, sad, violent or
hyper. These are all moods
music can make you feel.

  Manau
is a French
rap group.
They are
very popular
in France.

Manau
has two CDs
out. The one
that I have is
c a l l e d
M a n a u ;
P a n i q u e
Celtique.

A l -
though I do

not particularly like rap, in this
case, when mixed with bag-

pipes and violins, it turns into
a moving musical experience.
The one song
that I espe-
cially like and
recommend is
on this CD;
La Tribu de
Dana. It gives
the feeling of
the album’s
main essence
of Celitic ori-
gin.

   O-
Zone is a Ro-
manian rock/
techno group.
Almost all of their songs are in
Romanian, but the first song on

By Alexandra Curran
Hill Top News Editor

the CD is in
Spanish. This
CD is not out
in America
yet, but a
single of their
most popular
s o n g ,
Dragos tea
Din Tei, will
be out soon.
Dragos tea
Din Tei is in-
c r e d i b l y
popular in
Europe, and I

think it might even have the

same effect here.
As for the rest of the CD,

I am sorry to say, I am not es-
pecially fond of it.

    Orange Range is a J-
pop group. For all those who
do not know what J-pop
means, it is Japanese pop mu-
sic.

Orange Range is cur-
rently one of the most popular
J-pop groups in Japan. That
might change any day, consid-
ering how fast Japan goes
through their idols.

This summer, Orange
Range came out with a remix
of the song “Do the Locomo-
tion,” but the lyrics are in Japa-

nese. It was a huge hit.
     I have heard

people say that if they listen
to foreign music too much,
they might get a headache.
All I can say is, look at the
large amount of American
music the rest of the world
hears, and then look at how
much foreign music we hear.
If they can take the sound
of a foreign tongue singing,
then so can we.

These are only a few
foreign bands. Expand your
horizons, and you may be

surprised with all that is there
to discover.
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Book Review: The Nine Lives of Chloe King: The Fallen
 The storyline is a bit
slow moving, but the
end is worth the wait.
Girls may enjoy this
young adult book more
than guys, but you never
know. Guys can get a
good laugh out of it,
too.

By Kany Aziz
Hill Top Writer

The  256-page
young adult book “Nine
Lives of Chloe King: The
Fallen” started out cre-
ative and original. This
book, by Celia Thomson,
is funny and the charac-
ters are all well
developed.You can al-
most feel their presence.
The main character,
Chloe King, is full of
witty remarks and a bad
attitude. The main plot in
the book is about a nor-
mal girl who receives fe-
line powers after a fall off

of a huge tower. She is
being watched and fol-
lowed by somebody
who needs to kill her to
fulfill a legacy. Unaware
of her feline inheritance,
she noticed a change in
the way she felt; her
confidence increased and
she found herself doing
things she never would.
She experienced im-
proved vision and a
growth of claws when
she got angry. She was
stronger and she ran
faster. Suddenly, she
was “hot” and going out
with two guys.

But the story does
not go into the main plot
until the end of the book.
About halfway through
book it seems as if the
author suddenly remem-
bers why she’s writing
and tries to go back to
the actual plot of the
story. Chloe goes to
school, has a normal life,

blah blah, lots of laughs,
and then everything stops
and it’s boring for a while
and you’re like uh huh,
uh huh, and then whoa.
All of a sudden, Chloe
changes her mind and
now she’s more inter-
ested in trying out her fe-
line powers and trying to
save herself from who-
ever wants to kill her.
Also, the “twist” ending
could have been better.

The author leads you to
like one guy and you
think, “Oh wow, he’s
pretty cool. He is so much
better than the stuck-up
guy who goes to her
school.” Then Chloe’s
like, “No, I don’t want to
go out with him anymore
because he won’t kiss
me.” So she leaves him for
the hot, stuck-up guy at
school. And then, big sur-
prise, someone turns out
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to be the traitor. It would
have made more sense if
the traitor and hero were
vice versa, but like I said,
it was a very sudden
change.

The book seems
to be aimed more toward
girls than toward guys.
The author expresses the
book in a girl’s point of
view and exaggerates ev-
erything, probably to a
point more extreme than
a real girl’s thoughts. But
if a guy needs a good
laugh, I guess it’s okay
for them, too.

If I were to rate
this book on a scale of
one to five, I would give
it a 3.5. It passes the av-
erage book, but the best
thing about it was the
comic relief and not the
serious part, which sort
of misleads you from the
point of the book. But
not bad, Celia Thomson.
I will read your sequel.



To many teenagers,
movies are not generally
watched, but merely attended.
Why else would movies like
“Legally Blonde 2” ever be re-
leased?

There is a simple answer
to this. Our age group, as a
whole, merely attends theaters
like AMC just to get its
“swerve on.” To some of us
though, movies are more than
just an elongated version of
“seven minutes in heaven.”  To
some of us, they are a part of
who we are, deeply enrooted
into our character.

Movies can mirror our
very lives or the dialect we long
to offer.  In fact, some movies
actually get better with con-
tinual viewings.

In the early 90’s, two
directors came out and
changed the face of modern
day cinema.  Kevin Smith, who
busted onto the scene with his

Ashlee Simpson is one of
the many Americans burning
her 15 minutes this year. Some
might remember her from the
religion-coated television
candy “7th Heaven,” but most
of us just recognize her from
her recent hit series “The
Ashlee Simpson Show.”  Yes,
that is right, she is the new “Joe
Camel” for the television
equivalent of smoking; reality
television.

We all know smoking
leads to cancer, or at least that
is what doctors say, and sup-
posedly supporting reality TV
produces a hellspawn, too.
The name of this plague is a
debut album entitled “Autobi-
ography.” You might say to
yourself, “Hey, it’s just a great
way to pass the time.” Or, “I
just do it cuz it’s fun.”  Well,

that is what thousands of can-
cer patients say on their
deathbeds every day.  Psy-
chologists and doctors agree
that denial is the most promi-
nent downfall of all smokers,
and fans of Simpson are no
exception.

On her show, Simpson
was asked by her record pro-
ducer what she wanted to
come across as, and of
course, being true to her
reputation, she said, “The op-
posite of my sister. More like
Courtney Love.”

I guess it is this hero of
her’s who turned the light
switch on for her. Thus, the
master plan reveals itself. Get
people who can actually think
musically to write mediocre
songs!  I guess that it is slightly
better than following her fallen
hero’s countless other scat-
tered footprints.

I know what many of
you are thinking. Ashlee co-
wrote the songs.  Well, if I had
the right attorney, I could say
I co-wrote “Thriller” from the
womb, but that does not nec-
essarily make it true.

Basically, the process of
co-writing can be as simple as
telling a real songwriter what
you want it to sound like or the
message you want to convey,
or even just changing a word
or two in a song to fit your
“personality.”

Well, that is about as
original as the guy at the drive-
through window who says,
“Do you want fries with that,
bro?” Or, the one for the la-
dies, “Do you want some fries
with that baby?”

Ashlee Simpson breeds the newest form of the plague
Ashlee Simpson releases
the musical equivalent
of cancer.  Proving once
again why we must kill
our radios.

By  Drew Carroll
Hill Top Writer

A m a z i n g ,  G e n i u s  F i l m s  t o  C o n s i d e r
Two pivotal films from
the essential directors
of the 90’s that
presented the power of
the cinematic art form.

By Drew Carroll
Hill Top Writer

highly acclaimed indie
comedy, “Clerks”, proved a
movie could be crass and hi-
larious, but at the same time
witty and meaningful.

Then, with the work of
Quentin Tarantino, a com-
pletely new form of film was
born. A form in which a col-
lage of styles and pop culture
references shaped the work.

  Tarantino’s debut film,
“Reservoir Dogs,” is truly a
diamond in the rough.  One
viewing showcases the raw
talent of a true virtuoso of the
cinematic art form.  In the
opening scene, we find our-
selves thrown into the middle

of a circle of criminals; right
before their big heist, talking
about the true meaning of
Madonna’s “Like a Virgin.”

After that, the heist goes
very wrong. Madness ensues.
Calming down, the criminals,
who follow a color-coded
name pattern, realize a crucial
fact: they have a rat in the
house. Then, the chaos makes
its return, and among all the in-
tensity a cop is tortured to
“Stuck in the Middle with You”
by the coolest and most sadis-
tic character to hit the screen -
Mr. Blonde.

This film, like all of
Tarantino’s future works, fol-
lows the same scattered chro-
nology, meaning everything’s
out of order for the sake of the
development of the characters
and the twists in the plot.  But
unlike his other works, this one
has the darkest ending, one
that will surely blow away any
viewer.

As stated before, it was
Kevin Smith who showed how
far comedy’s reverence and ir-
reverence could be molded
and fused in his debut,
“Clerks”, but it was with his
third film, “Chasing Amy,” that

he really achieved per-
fection.

This film, loosely
based on his real life romance
with the female lead Joey
Lawrence Adams, is all about
the insecurities a man faces
when finding out about all of
his girlfriend’s past debaucher-
ies.  But, when your new girl-
friend is an experimental les-
bian, what can you expect?

Even though the
character’s personalities are all
on the extreme, the feelings and
emotions expressed through
this film are universal.

Everyone feels, at one

time or another in their life, that
they might

not be able to provide for
their lover’s needs. But just like
in real life, the realization of
these insecurities brings about
what it is to live, and what it is
to lose.

This film leaves the
viewer perplexed, and ques-
tioning their own being.  But
the biggest question to most
people is how did Smith get
Affleck to truly act? It is true,
I can bash on “Gigli” and
“Daredevil” like I was Triumph
the Insult Comic Dog, but Ben
Affleck gives a performance at
such a high and realistic cali-
ber, that this film is better to
have under his belt than any
Oscar.

Tarantino and Smith,
both pivotal directors of our
time, have been trailed by a line
of impersonators.  But neither
has ever been surpassed in their
line of work.  So the next time
you’re at AMC or whatever
fine rental retail you prefer, re-
member, movies can provide
a nice opportunity to exchange
fleeting affections, but they can
also provide insight and
beauty, the only way art can.
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He is not changing the
special sauce or anything, he’s
just merely repeating what he
has been advised multiple times
to recite, but with some added
“flava” at the end.

Enough of my rants,
let’s take a look at the actual
lyrics for a minute and find  out
just how deep this Courtney
lover will dare to dive.  “You
make me wanna la la/in the
kitchen on the floor/Ill be a
French maid/when I meet you
at the door.”

 Wow, well if that is not
an anthem for promiscuous
pre-teen hormones, what is?
I mean that’s deep…if you
are afraid to jump into
puddles.  Or, how about this
glimmer of hope, “I can
hardly catch my breath/I
hope it lasts.”  You know, I
hope it lasts too, because if
you can’t breathe, you can’t
live. Last time I checked,
posthumous releases are
rarely followed up by any-
thing, especially a second
season on  TV.

To each his own, but
when an artist says, “Autobi-
ography, it’s like a story of my
life,” don’t expect the new
Bob Dylan.  I would have to
give this record and this per-
son, in general, no star, be-
cause the package may be at-
tractive and marketable, but
does that make it grade A qual-
ity?  I mean, Taco Bell has
some nice-looking wrappers,
but they practically feed you
Alpo.  Do yourself a favor, if
you want some real female rock
with some substance, pick up
something by The Breeders.

Ashlee Simpson tries to further brainwash teenagers.

Quentin Tarantino Kevin Smith



Give a Helping Hand:VolunteerLeon
Youth CorpsLiterally expand your

horizons by joining a
volunteer youth group
that provides a haven
for all teens in Leon
County.

By Carolina Escalera
Hill Top Writer

“If you want to lift your-
self up, lift up someone else”
said Booker T. Washington.

Volunteering has become
a very important subject in the
lives of high school students.
Besides providing opportunities
for students to meet new
people and gain new experi-
ences, volunteering is an inte-
gral part in applying for college
and receiving scholarships.  For
example, one of the require-
ments for receiving the Bright
Futures Scholarship Florida
Academic Scholars, which pays
for 100% of the tuition of any
university in Florida plus $300
in fees, is that a student must
complete at least 75 hours of
community service.  What bet-
ter way than to join a group that
not only focuses on volunteer-
ing, but emphasizes a student’s
role in the community, outside
their school.

Volunteer Leon Youth
Corps is an organization that
provides a volunteer opportu-
nity for the youth of Leon
County.  The Youth Corps is

comprised of local teens
that meet each month to plan
and implement group service
projects.  Students from the
ages of 12 to 18 from any
school in Leon County can join
Youth Corps.  The Youth
Corps consists of more than
200 members, and it partici-
pates in local and national ser-
vice activities.  This year, Vol-
unteer Leon Youth Corps or-
ganization was chosen to be

Tallahassee Democrats Volun-
teers of the Year out of twenty-
seven other nonprofit organiza-
tions and clubs.

Youth Corps mem

bers have made an im-
pressive impact on a local and
national level.  Last year, mem-
bers served a total of 11,000
hours.  Volunteer service
projects have included public
speaking regarding the need for
a Teen Center, coordinating an
intergenerational field day at
Walker Ford Community Cen-
ter, cleaning Renaissance Park
in Marianna and much more.

In addition, members

have trained with the Red
Cross, developed an HIV/
AIDS educational program and
maintained connections with
other nonprofit volunteer orga-
nizations.

Volunteer Leon Youth
Corps concentrates on seven is-
sues annually: HIV/AIDS,
Awareness and Education, En-
vironmental, Animals, Disaster
and Disabilities, School Im-
provement and Understanding
Intergenerational Concerns and
Prevention.

Also, Youth Corps mem-
bers have the advantage of re-
ceiving a  monthly letter with
additional  volunteer opportuni-
ties through outside organiza-
tions ranging from the
Alzheimer Resource Center to
the Leon County Humane So-
ciety to Neighborhood Health
Services.

“By developing service
projects, we are directly in-
volved in identifying community
needs, creating a vision, setting
goals, developing action plans
and timelines. We then become
a voice in the community.  This
is a great way for us to earn
service hours and give back to
our community,” said Landy
Hayes, member of the Youth

Corps and president of the
Youth Corps Leadership Coun-
cil.

In addition, members
have the advantage of record-
ing their volunteer hours
through Volunteer Leon.  Once
a member, you log onto the
website and for every service
project you complete, if it is
with the Youth Corps or another
organization, you can record
your hours.  By having a cen-
tral area to log your service
hours, a student is able to keep
track of how many service
hours they have accumulated.
Therefore, having your hours
documented will help you when
preparing college applications
and scholarships.

Youth Corps meets
once a month to organize and
plan service projects.  This
month’s meeting is Saturday,
October 16 from 10 a.m. to 12
noon at the LeRoy Collins
Leon County Public Library in
Program Room A.  For more
information about the organiza-
tion, contact Youth Corps Co-
ordinator Kimberly Tabah at
921-3015 or visit the website
at www.volunteerleon.org and
click on Youth Corps.

Student Profile: Erik Olcese

By Alexandra Curran
Hill Top News Editor

    When you are
walking down the hall, you
do not immediately notice
him; he just looks like ev-
eryone else. But when you
speak with him, you defi-
nitely notice his accent;
which gives you a slight
clue that he is not from
around here. No, he does
not have a secret identity.
His name is Erik Olcese.

    Olcese moved here
from Hamburg, Germany,
where he lived on the
Eelbe River. He came to
Tallahassee, not because
he wanted to, but because
his father landed a job

teaching at Florida State
University.

    Olcese learned En-
glish from his father and
from his relatives in
America.

“My father is Ameri-
can and he always
spoke English with
me,” Olcese said.
“We were often here
in the U.S. visiting
family.”

     Even though
he is still learning
English, Olcese tries
to have a challenged
class schedule.
Among his honor
courses, he is cur-
rently enrolled in AP
French, AP Biology,
AP American History
and Trigonometry
Honors.

The most significant
differences that Olcese
finds between Germany

and America are social and
educational. In Germany,
there are three kinds of
schools; there is
Grundschule, Hauptschule,
Realschule and Gymna-
sium.

Grundschule is like an
elementary school for the

children in Germany,
teaching first through
fourth grade. Hauptschule
is for kids in fifth to ninth
grade. Realschule is from
the tenth to eleventh
grades.

Teenagers who do not
not plan on going to col-

lege will stop going to
school after they finish
Realschule. They usually
go on to get jobs that get
paid minimum wage.

Gymnasium is the
pre-college school for the
teenagers in Germany.
They go there if they want
to go on to college after
they graduate. If Olcese
were in Germany right
now, he would be in a Gym-
nasium.

The way school
classes in Germany are set
up are different also. In-
stead of the students rotat-
ing to different classes ev-
ery period, the teachers ro-
tate. So students have the
same people in all their
classes.

Though America is
quite a change for Olcese,
his cirriculum shows that
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German transfer
student takes on the
dual challenge of
adjusting to a new
lifestyle and tackling a
heavy courseload.

Leon Youth Corps Logo

Sophmore Erik Olcese



The Latino Lion Roars in
everyone for

Hispanic Heritage Month

Es hora de bailar!!! Why,
you may ask, is it time to dance?
Well, it’s because Hispanic Heri-
tage Month is here.

Many students might not
be aware of Hispanic Heritage
Month, which is a designated
time to celebrate the Hispanic
Latino culture and traditions.

According to the U.S.
Census Bureau, in 1968, Con-
gress authorized President
Lyndon B. Johnson to proclaim
a week in September as Na-
tional Hispanic Heritage Week.
The observance was expanded
in 1988 to a month-long cel-
ebration. Hispanic Heritage
Month begins September 15
and ends October 15.  Septem-
ber 15 is a special day because
it marks the anniversary of in-
dependence for five Latin
American countries: Costa
Rica, El Salvador, Guatemala,
Honduras and Nicaragua. In
addition, Mexico and Chile cel-
ebrate their independence days
on September 16 and Septem-
ber 18, respectively. During this
month, America celebrates the
culture and traditions of U.S.
residents who trace their roots
to Spain, Mexico and the Span-
ish-speaking nations of Central
America, South America and
the Caribbean.

Since Florida is full of
Latinos, and the population of
Hispanics is growing in our
area, it is important to clear up
some misconceptions about
who Hispanics actually are.

As defined by the U.S
Census Bureau, Hispanic is a
term that refers to Spanish-
speaking people in the United
States of any race.  Therefore,
Hispanics can be of any descent,
from Puerto Rico to Argentina
and from Mexico to Chile. More
than 35 million people identified
themselves as Hispanic or
Latino on the 2000 Census.

Lina Gomez is a senior
from Colombia who tries to stay

connected with her Latin culture.
“I am very proud of my

heritage, and everywhere I go, I
try to highlight my culture and
my country,” said Gomez.

Because many students
at Leon are still oblivious to the
Hispanic culture, the school is
stepping in to raise awareness.
Student Body President Peter
Sawyer, a senior, says that an
activity for the month is being
planned so that different cultures
can be represented at Leon.

“When we can all under-
stand where we are from and
who we all are, we will be able
to celebrate our differences in-
stead of alienating those who are
different from us,” Sawyer said.

Student Body Vice Presi-
dent Katie Hill, who is also Presi-
dent of Inter Club Council
(ICC), is putting together an ac-
tivity for Hispanic Heritage
Month.  Since homecoming
week (Oct. 4-8) falls during the
Hispanic Heritage month, SGA
has decided to make it one of
the evening events.   ICC is host-
ing a Hispanic Heritage food fes-
tival at Leon on Thursday Octo-
ber 7.  It will be held between
the annual parade of clubs and
the powder puff game.

“We plan to serve a vari-
ety of different foods from the
Hispanic culture, play music and
feature dancers,” Hill said.

Each club is assigned to
bring an Hispanic dish to the
food festival. There will be a
variety of Hispanic food so that
students can get a “taste” of the
Hispanic culture.  Any club that
still wants to join in the food fes-

tival should contact Katie Hill for
more information.

Senior Paola Gomez, a Co-
lombian, thinks that it is a good
idea to do something for the
month.

“I believe Leon and other
public schools should do a festi-
val or something special not only
for the Hispanics, but also for
the non-Hispanic students who
should learn about our culture,”
said Gomez.

Ryan Powers, a senior,
agrees that it is important to
something to recognize Hispanic
culture.

“We live in a state where
Hispanic culture and history is
intertwined with our own history
and culture,” Powers said. “The
planned activity will give Leon
students a better understanding
and appreciation for Hispanic
Heritage, as well as the heritage
of our state.”

If you are unable to attend
the Latin celebrations at Leon,
there are also Hispanic Heritage
Month Events around the com-
munity organized by the North
Florida Hispanic Association.
On September 30, there will be
an Hispanic Heritage Banquet
starting at 6:30 p.m.  The ban-
quet is semi-formal and will be
held at the Ramada Inn with His-
panic cuisine, music and danc-
ing.  There is a $25.00 cover
charge.

On October 9, the North
Florida’s Hispanic Festival will
take place from 10 a.m. to 6 p.m.
on the corner of Fred George and
Old Bainbridge Road.  It is North
Florida’s biggest annual event of
the year featuring typical foods,
drinks, desserts, arts, crafts and
entertainment from many Latin
American countries.  For more
information visit www.tnfha.org
.

There is also an educational
advantage to celebrating His-
panic Heritage Month. Governor
Bush invites Florida students to
participate in the Hispanic Heri-
tage Month Essay Contest.  The
topic is, “How has the life of a
Florida Hispanic inspired you?”
Winners will receive a four-year
full tuition scholarship to any
Florida State college or univer-
sity of their choice, to which
they are accepted.  For official
entry rules, go to
www.floridahispanicheritage.com.
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Puerto Rican Classic
Arroz con Gandules

2 tablespoons olive oil
½ cup chopped onions
¼ cup chopped green peppers
2 cloves of minced garlic
1 (15 ounces) can black beans
(undrained)
¾ cup water
1 teaspoon oregano
¼ teaspoon sugar
1 package salzon goya
1 tablespoon cooking wine or
cider vinegar
2 cups cooked white rice

1. Heat oil in a medium sauce
pan, sauté onion,green pepper,
and garlic.

2. Sauté until tender@8-10
minutes

3. Add in remaining
ingredients and stir until
boiling, reduce heat and
simmer until sauce is
reduced@ 20 minutes.

4. Serve over white rice.
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Venezuelan Arepas

2 cup white corn flour for
arepas (called Masarepa or
Arepaharina)
1 tsp salt
½ cup grated white cheese
2 cup cool water (or more if
needed)
1. In a large mixing bowl,
whisk together the flour, salt,
and white cheese. Stir in
enough water to make a firm,
slightly moist dough. Cover
the dough and let it rest for 5
minutes. Divide the dough into
10 pieces and form each piece
into a ball. Flatten the ball
slightly.

2. Preheat the oven to 350  F.

3. Oil a griddle lightly and
warm it over medium heat.
Cook the arepas on the griddle
for about 5 minutes on each
side, until a golden brown
crust forms. Transfer the
arepas to a baking sheet and
bake 20 to 25 minutes, turning
them several times as they
bake. Serve immediately.

 6 green plantains
 1/4 c cooking oil
 salt to taste

1. Peel plantains, and slice
them approximately 1" thick.

2. Pour the oil in a large frying
pan and let it get hot.

3. Place the slices carefully in
the pan and turn them
frequently until they turn a
golden color.

4. Take them out and place
them on a cutting board.
Pound them flat with a kitchen
hammer, then return the
patacones to the frying pan
for a couple of minutes.

5. Take out and remove the
excess oil by putting them in a
strainer, then put them on top
of a paper towel.

6. Place them on a serving
dish and sprinkle salt on top.

Colombian Patacones Brazilian Brigadeiro
Dessert

 1 (14 ounces) can sweetened
condensed milk
 1 tablespoon butter
 3 tablespoons cocoa
 chocolate sprinkles

1. In a pan, over medium-low
heat, stir vigorously the three
ingredients.

2. Cook the mixture until it
thickens enough to show the
pan bottom during stirring (it
will be firm enough to stay
together and not spread).

3. Pour into a greased dish
and let cool to room
temperature.

4. Grease your hands with
butter and take small amounts
of candy and form into 1 1/2
inch balls.

5.  Roll the balls in chocolate
jimmies to decorate with
sprinkles.

Hispanic Heritage
Month is a time to
celebrate the rich
Latino culture and
tradition. This year,
Leon will be honoring
this month in style.

By Carolina Escalera
Hill Top Writer

Fun Facts for Features from the
US Census Bureau

• Current Hispanic Population ~
39.9 million people of Hispanic
origin are the nation’s largest race or
ethnic minority. Hispanics constitute
13.7% of the nation’s total
population
• 102.6 million ~ The projected
Hispanic population of the United
States as of 2050
• Families - 8.5 million ~ The
number of Hispanic families who
reside in the United States
• Spanish Language - 29 million
~ The number of U.S. residents age
5 and older who speak Spanish at
home.
• Coming to America  - 40%
~The percentage of the Hispanic
population that was foreign-born in
2002
• Proud to Serve - 1.1 million ~

The number of Latino veterans of the

U.S. armed forces.



Golf Team Tees Off With Great Start This Season
     This year’s varsity
golf team remains at
the peak of their game
as they continue to
uphold a tradition of
excellence.
By Emily Woodruff
Hill Top Feature Editor
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Athletic Director Mark
Feely, the former football
coach at Leon, has taken over
the reigns of the boys’ golf
team and he’s inherited quite
a talented squad. The Lions,
in fact, are off to an incredible
17-1-1 start.

In addition to seniors
Gallop Franklin and Evan
Neihaus, the Lions feature a
star-studded sophomore
class which includes Kyle
Cobb, Kevin Cooper, Kyle
Record and Ben Smith.

The first tournament of
the golfing season was sched-
uled for Tuesday, August 31,
but due to the howling winds
and rain of Hurricane Frances,
the boys did not get the chance
to play. The matches of Sep-
tember 15 and  16 were also

cancelled due to the onslaught
of wet conditions brought on
by Hurricane Ivan. There are
11 matches scheduled for
the month of September;
nine of which have already
occurred.  The  boys have
had matches against Lincoln,
Maclay, Wakulla, Florida
High,  Chiles, Godby,
Rickards, Munroe and
FAMU.  Their lone loss
came at the hands of talent-
rich Chiles, which boasts six
players capable of shooting
in the 70s on any given day.

The season’s biggest
tournaments, however, are
yet to come. Both the play-
ers and the coach have high
aspirations.

“Last year our team was
young, but very talented,”
Feeley said. “`We placed
fourth in the city. Our kids have
matured after a competitive
summer, and we have many
golfers coming back. Cer-
tainly, winning the City Cham-
pionship is a goal of ours.”

Neihaus echoed his
coach’s sentiments and took
them a step further.

“I’m looking at the top,

to States,” Neihaus said. “I
think the team we have this

year can take us to States
if we all play like we can.”

Those goals, while attain-
able, should prove difficult,
considering what the team is up
against.

“We see every team we
play against as equals,”
Neihaus said. “We need to

worry about all of our oppo-
nents.”

Opponents will be tough
to beat because, in
golf, every single
shot counts, as
Neihaus can attest.

“There are so
many components
to golf,” Neihaus
said. “Everything
has to be on to play
well. If one thing is
off, the whole round
can go wrong.

That’s tough
mentally as well, be-
cause you can be
out there playing a
good game of golf,
hit two or three bad

shots,  and you’re screwed.
You can feel in your heart that
you were as good as anyone
out there, but your numbers
won‘t show it, and that is so
frustrating.”

Returning sophomore
Kyle Record agrees with this
explanation.

“Messing up doesn’t nec-
essarily mean your whole game,
but when you do mess up you

have to be able to concen-
trate enough to get your
game back,” Record said.

Golf is a sport of dis-
cipline and commitment.
The boys’ golf team prac-
tices Monday through
Thursday at the Capital City
Country Club, with matches
in between. The players also
golf at their respective clubs
on Fridays and weekends,
as well as entering tourna-
ments outside of Leon.

“I practice five days a
week, seven if I can,”
Record said.  “You have to
practice a lot to stay on top
of your game.”

The district tourna-
ment is Oct 18-19 and state
competition will be Novem-
ber 2-3.  The team has high
hopes, and as their record
can attest to, they have a
great shot at performing well
in these upcoming competi-
tions.

“We want to win the
district and make a strong
statement at the state tour-
nament in Ft. Pierce,” Feely
said.

Lions show their strength early in the season
After last year’s
disappointing ending,
the Leon swimming
team is beginning with
renewed strength.

By Cameron Foltz
Hill Top Writer

The Leon swimmers just
started another season and
they are prepared to make it
a successful one.

On Saturday, Septem-
ber 4, they participated in the
ATAC Relay Jamboree. The
boys came in first and the girls
in second; placing them in first
place for overall competition.
There were many noteworthy
accomplishments, including
Kevin Yon’s time of  24.8 sec-
onds in the 50 free.

On Wednesday, Sep-
tember 8, Leon swam against
Lincoln. The Lions crushed
their rival and showed that
they are ready to take on any
other team in Tallahassee.

This time last year, the
swim team was starting off in
dangerous water because the
size of the team had shrunk
drastically due to a high num-
ber of graduating swimmers.

Things have reversed this year
because many new and ex-
perienced freshmen have
joined the team.

The boys have especially
grown in numbers. Last year
there were 11 boys, and now
there are 17.

Dana Moxley is the re-
turning head coach with Darla
Woodring, Katie Watt and
Steven Hicks assisting. Watt
swam for Leon previously
before graduating in 2002.
Hicks also swam before
graduating in 2003.

The team has a good
shot at the city title this year,
especially because of the large
increase of swimmers. The
title belonged to Leon for
over five consecutive years
until the team lost the City
meet last year. Not having
enough swimmers to compete
in all the events contributed
largely to their defeat. The
swimming teams that place
first, second and third in an
event earn points. If a team
does not have enough swim-
mers to compete in an event,
they simply miss the oppor-
tunity to gain more points.

“We have a lot more

people on the team which helps
us,” Moxley said. “Now that
I’m returning, I already have a
feel for how everything goes.”

In swimming, the
highest competition is State,
and Leon swimmers routinely
qualify. The Florida High
School Athletic Association
(FHSAA) procedures for
qualifying have been changed
this year to make it more diffi-
cult for swimmers to get into
the state competition. The first
meet is Districts, followed by
Regionals and finally, States.

The teams that are com-
peting in Districts are Chiles,
Lincoln, Columbia (from Lake
City), Ed White (Jacksonville),
Fleming Island Forrest (Jack-
sonville), Middleburg Paxon
(Jacksonville), Raines (Jack-
sonville) and Ridgeview (Or-
ange Park).

The swimmers who
place first through sixteenth in
the Districts will qualify for the
Regionals.Then, the swimmers
who place first through six-
teenth in the Regionals will ad-
vance to State. If a swimmer
is in first to eighth place in
state, they are awarded an
honorary medallion.

Schedule
Date Meet Location Time
Sept. 29 Rickards Trousdell 6:30 P.M.
Oct. 1 & 2 FSPA Aquatics

Invitational
YMCA Aquatic
Center-Orlando

4:30 P.M.

Nov 5-6 State
Championships

TBANorth County
Aquatics
Center,
Sebastian

TrousdellRegional
Championships

29

District
Championships

23 7A.M.Trousdell

Chiles Trousdell 6:30 P.M.

9 Big Bend
Championships

6

13

Godby           Myers
Trousdell

TBA

“I think we will do good
this year because we have many
new enthuastic freshmen who
will add a lot to the team,” said
captain Mary Masterton.

Senior Evan Neihaus is the
top returning player this year.
Here, he is just starting out as a
young sophomore.



24, 25     Bolles Varisty         Jax. Bolles              All Day

Volleyball teams show great promise for this season
The varsity volleyball
team has displayed its
potential to be a great
team this year, but it has
struggled and lost
several games.However,
JV is performing up to
their standards of the
past.

Leon’s varsity volleyball
team is off to another start un-
der Coach Joy Becker. This is

her 29th season coaching
volleyball and ninth at Leon.
The team lost many graduat-
ing players, and a few players
decided not to play this year.

Ten players are new and
three are returning. One of the
returning players, Amanda

By Cameron Foltz
Hill Top Writer
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Davis, tore her ACL and is cur-
rently not playing because of
this injury.

Some dynamics have
changed this year. Typically
the players are tall, but this
year, there are a lot more short
players. The average team
height is a little over five and
one-half feet. Therefore, the
team has to make up for size
with speed. This is called a
“scrappy” team.

This summer, both junior
varsity and varsity participated
in team and individual camps
at the University of Florida.
They also attended the Ama-
teur Athletic Union Tourna

ment (AAU) in Orlando
for the first time. This allowed
them to play some games in
the preseason.

The volleyball team has
been the district champion for
the last six years, and the play-
ers hope to continue this win-

ning streak. This year, Leon is
hosting the districts. Whoever
wins the district title gets to host
the regional quarterfinals,

which is a big advantage.
 “It’s in our favor to host

the regional quarterfinals be-
cause then we’re at our home
gym with our fans,” Senior
Allison Davis said.

 The team has missed the
state tournament the last three
years by losing in the regional
f i n a l s .

On August 31, Leon’s jun-
ior varsity and varsity teams
won against Rickards. The var-
sity squad won three out of five
games. On September 2, Leon
beat Niceville.

Even though Leon played
well against state runner-up
Middleburg, the Lions lost in
three games.

On August
10th , the junior
varsity placed first
out of fourteen
teams in the
Middleburg tour-
nament. This was
a step up from last
year, when they
got second out of
s i x t e e n .

The team lost
to Lincoln  on Sep-
tember 9th. On
September 14th,
they lost to Chiles,
their big rival. They
lost the first two
games, won the
third and then lost
the fourth. The var-

sity team is struggling this year
because of  “growing pains”
due to its youth.

“This year is about gain-
ing strength and getting to
know each other. Next year our
team will be very strong,” Jun-
ior Catherine Earp said.

The junior varsity team is
as strong as usual, with an 8-0
record so far this season. The
program is preparing many
young players to become a
powerful varsity team in the
f u t u r e .

“We are living up to the
JV tradition in volleyball by per-
forming exceptionally,” Sopho-
more Christie Goldsby said.

“To do good, we will work
together as a team, and
pick each other up when
we’re down.”

Date           Opponent Location  Times

Volleyball Schedule
SEPT.

28            Lincoln                   Lincoln                 JV-WT 6:00, V 7:00
29            Bishhop Kenny     Leon                      JV-R 4:00, V 5:30

OCT.
1, 2           Nease JV Tour.      St. Augustine         All Day

5              Chiles                    Leon                     JV-WT 5:00, JV-R
                                                                               6:00, V 7:00
6              Godby           Leon   JV-WT 6:00, V 7:00

8,9           Tampa Tourn.         Tampa                   All Day

12            Florida High           Leon                     JV-WT 5:00, JV-R
       6:00, V 7:00

14            Maclay                   Mclay                   JV-WT 5:00, JV-R 6:00
  V 7: 00

  19, 20,     Districts                  Leon                      All Day
  21
  28            Regional                 TBA                     V 7:00
                   Quater Final

  NOV.
  2              Regional Semi-      TBA                      V 7:00
                  Final
6              Regional Final        TBA                      V 7:00

11-13       State Tourn.           TBA                      TBA

The girls spend vigorous hours preparing for games.

The team works hard to defeat their opponent.



Varsity Football
This year Leon’s Varsity
football team has
undergone many
changes and obsticles
in order to get their
season started. Leon’s
football teams have had
their patience tested to
the end, and yet they
are still going strong.
By Caitlin Gillmore
Hill Top Sports Editor

This year’s 2004 Leon
football team has undergone
many trials and tribulations in
order to begin a successful
season. The squad has been
forced to adjust to the loss of
head coach Mark Feely and
the gain of his successor, Wade
Rollinson.

Although the loss of
Feely was difficult, players are
adjusting well to the new lead-
ership.

“Coach Rollinson is
great, especially for the se-
niors. He is teaching us to be
leaders and his practices are
tough, but he doesn’t waste
time,” Senior Mike Long said.

In such a short period of

t i m e ,
Rollinson
appears to
have earned
the respect
of his play-
ers.

.
“ C o a c h
Rollinson is
a great
coach and
he is doing
really well
with all of the
p layers ,”
Junior Reid
“Meatcheck”
Cornell said.
“His intensity
and our re-
spect will get
us far.”

T e a m
c h e m i s t r y
doesn’t seem
to be an issue.

 “We all mix well,”  Se-
nior Mike Massey said.

Rollinson is approaching
the season with cautious op-
timism.

“My expectations are to
have a very successful sea-

son, to take one game at a
time, and focus to play as well
as we can,” Rollinson said.

Naturally, the players’
expectations are a bit loftier.
They are taking aim at a state
championship.

“We’d
like to win
all of our
games and
go to state,”
Junior Sean
Gueltzow
said.

In or-
der for that
to happen,
Long said,
some im-
p o r t a n t
things must
inevitably

happen.  For
instance, the
seniors have
to step up in
traditional
style and
show the way.

Some of
the top play-
ers are se-
niors T.J Wil-

liams, Brandon Parks, Jim
Cade, Sam Bradley and Gavin
Grigg.

Also, the team seems to
have a bright future and great
plans. Confidence doesn’t
seem to be a problem. In fact,
at least two players said they

hoped to compete one day in
the National Football League.

“I do plan to play foot-
ball in college, if not for a Di-
vision 1-A school, then some-
where else,” Cornell said.

Gueltzow said he plans
to finish his high school career
and possibly pursue college
football, as well.
        The team looks forward
to its traditional showdowns
with Lincoln, Godby, Chiles
and Rickards. The team also
intends to whip up on both
Jacksonville teams and
Panama City’s Mosley High.

“I’m looking forward to
playing each team,” Rollinson
said. “We need to focus on
one game at a time. However,
the Chiles and Lincoln games
are very important.”

JV Football
 Leon’s Junior Varsity
football team has
recieved many new
freshmen players, as
well as sophpmores
who are new to the
game. All in all the JV
team has defiinetly
done some reworking
on their roster.

By Caitlin Gillmore
HillTop Sports Editor

The Junior Varsity sea-
son has begun, and the team is
definitely fired up for it.

The goal for the sea-
son is pretty simple, according
to sophomore Alex Perny.

“We want to get bet-
ter every day and have a win-
ning season.,” he said.

        Added sophomore
Matthew Chapman: “I’d like to
make plays and fulfill my as-
signments.”

        No team can be
successful without a sense of
comraderie and this team
doesn’t seem to fall short in
that category. Overall, the play-
ers said they get along pretty

well.
The JV players ob-

viously have lofty plans for
the.future. Sophomores Max

Pitts and Alex Redding both
said they planned on Playing
for the Florida State Semi-
noles one day.

The team underwent
grueling practices in order to
prepare for their season.

September Sports

       “The practices are
intense,” Perny said. ``The
coaches strive to make us the
very best we can be.

       Chapman added that
while practice can be demand-
ing, it can also be fun and re-
warding.

       Said Pitts: “Practices
are intense, but it’s more men-
tal than physical.”
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Varsity
Football 2004
Schedule/
Results

Fri. Sept. 10- Orange Park
(32-14)

Fri. Sept. 17- Godby  (25-
41)

Thursday, Sept. 23  East
GadsdenCox 7:30
pm

Thursday, Sept. 30
LINCOLN   Away (Cox)
7:30 pm

Friday, Oct. 8   Taylor
County   Chiles 7:30
pm

Friday, Oct. 15  CHILES
          Cox                    7:30
pm

Friday, Oct. 22 N.
Florida Christian Away
7:30 pm

Friday, Oct. 29 Lynn
Haven Mosley Away
7:30 pm (Central time)

Friday, Nov. 5
Rickards           Away
(Cox) 7:30 pm

       The team is expected
to go up against some fierce
competition. “I’m really looking
forward to going against Chiles
and Lincoln,” Pitts said..

Thus far, the JV team
has split its first two games. The
Lions lost an intense battle with
Godby, 19-10. Leon held an
early lead in that contest, but

Junior Varsity
2004 Schedule

Thurs. Sept. 2-Godby
Home 7:00 pm

Thurs. Sept. 16-Chiles
Home 7:00 pm

Tues.  Sept. 21- Lincoln
Home 7:00 pm

Tues.  Sept. 28- Rickards
Home 7:00 pm

Tues.  Oct. 5-    Godby
      Away  7:00 pm

Thurs. Oct. 21- Chiles
Home 7:00 pm

Thurs. Oct. 28-  Lincoln
Home 7:00 pm

Thurs. Nov. 4-  Rickards
Home 7:00 pm

Gody took control in the sec-
ond half.

        Leon evened its
record at 1-1 with a satisfying
16-14 win over rival Lincoln.
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