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Top trio sign with Clemson, Air Force
On National

Signing Day, February
2, 2005, Brandon Jones,
T.J. Williams, and
Quentez Ruffin received
full scholarships to
continue their football
careers as well as their
education.

By Carolina Escalera
Hill Top Writer

Three of Leon’s top ath-
letes will be leaving their lega-
cies here and beginning a new
one at two of the top universi-
ties in the nation.

Brandon Jones, Quentez
Ruffin and T.J. Williams were
all football stars during their
time here at Leon High
School.  Their hard work and
dedication to the sport has
landed them full scholarships.
On Feb. 2, these three athletes
signed on with the universities
they wanted to attend.

Jones, the charming and
devoted wide receiver and slot
back, signed with the U.S. Air
Force Academy.  Jones has
been playing football since
seventh grade. He continued
to play football at Leon be-
cause of his middle school
coach, Mike Mezzano.

“Football has always
been fun and it came natural
to me,” Jones said.

Before Jones signed with
the U.S. Air Force Academy
located in Colorado Springs,
Colorado, he was looking at

schools such as Princeton,
Duke, and North Carolina,
and was accepted to Auburn.

However, when the U.S.
Air Force Academy ap-
proached him, Jones knew that
it would be the right school for
him to go to.

“My brother went to the
Naval Academy and education
was a big influence since it is a
very good school,” Jones said.

The well-rounded Jones
plans to study either civil engi-
neering or aeronautical engi-
neering.

Coach Wade Rollinson
believes that Jones’s signing to
the Academy represents his
character.

“Brandon Jones has an
excellent character and is ex-
cellent on the field,” coach
Rollinson said. “He has all the
avenues.”

Coach Mark Feely, ath-
letic director, agrees that Jones
is a well-rounded individual.

“He [Jones] embodies
the term student athlete. He is
the poster child for this pro-
gram that makes ‘better
people, better students, bet-
ter athletes,’ in that order,”
coach Feeley said.

Williams and Ruffin both

signed with Clemson Univer-
sity.

Williams, the wide re-
ceiver at Leon, began playing
football at the age of seven.
As he matured, so did his
football career.

Coach Feely says that
Williams has come a long
way, especially outgrowing
the shadow of this older
brother, Antonio Cromartie,
who plays for Florida State
University.

“T.J. is a special kid with
an infectious personality that
you can’t help but like,” coach
Feely said.

Williams was offered 24
other scholarships. Out of all
the schools he was offered,
he chose Clemson for two

main reasons.
“Basically, I can play

football as a freshmen and it
is one of the top schools in
education,” Williams said.

At Clemson, Williams
would like to study sports
medicine. Williams said that
he always wants to be around
sports in one way or another.

Williams sees football as
a part of his past, present and
future.

“I want to be the best
receiver to come through
Clemson and be in the top 10
picks of the first round in the
NFL,” Williams said.

Williams’ teammate,
Quentez Ruffin, who plays
offensive tackle, is one of the
highest recruited players to
come through Leon. In total,
Ruffin was offered 32 schol-
arships, 27 of them being ma-
jor Division 1 schools.

Ruffin’s top five choices
were the University of Texas,
the University of Florida, the
University of Tennessee, the
University of Georgia, and the
University of Southern Cali-
fornia.

However, Clemson of-
fered the total package for
him.

“Clemson is close to home
and I have a good opportunity
to start as a true freshman. Also,
there is a lot of academic sup-
port that they give the players,
from computers to a tutor for
every class,” Ruffin said.

Ruffin also gladly pointed
out that the jersey number he
used at Leon, No. 77, will be
the same one he will use at
Clemson.

Ruffin, who plans to study
civil engineering or architecture,
also sees football in his future.
His hope is that he will be part
of the first round draft pick in
2008 for the NFL.

The two teammates will
continue together at Clemson,
where Ruffin pointed out they
already have nicknames. Ac-
cording to Ruffin, he is known
as the “General” and Williams
as the “Untouchable.”

The football program and
Leon are very proud not only
of these students but the group
of seniors that played football.

“They never gave up, they
knew what kind of accomplish-
ments were on the horizons,”
coach Feely said.

Coach Mike Spencer, the
offensive line coach for the Leon
varsity football team, agrees.

“These three individuals
worked hard and deserved
what they got,” Spencer said.

NOTE: All senior athletes that
have signed will be
acknowledged in the 2005
senior supplement.

T.J. Williams

Quentez Ruffin

Brandon Jones

Brandon Jones, Quentez Ruffin and T.J. Williams
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Love and
the

Hallways

Sitting in class, I found
myself listening to another
day of relationships. Who
should I go out with? What
does his eye roll really
mean? Is he taking me for
granted? Here’s a question
that I’d like to ask: Do girls
take high school relation-
ships too seriously?

I find that boys are
having more fun than we girls
are because they don’t
spend 99 percent of their
time analyzing what we said.
I propose a new idea in the
world of women: don’ t
think about it. Whatever it
is that he is doing wrong,
don’t spend any of your
valuable youth analyzing it.
It really doesn’t matter as
much as you think it does.

Dating in high school
is a trial-and-error game.
There is a slim chance that
this person is the one who
you are going to end up with
in the long run, so have fun
for right now. You are prob-
ably not going to fall in love
with your “soul mate” in
these four years.

Guys seem to have al-
ready realized this fact.

“I don’t usually think
about what my girlfriend has
said for more than a minute
or so, unless it deals with
her ex-boyfriend, that’s
when I’ll start thinking,” se-
nior Terry Smith said.

I propose a new idea:
let’s stop over-analyzing
what our guys say to us.
Maybe he just meant what
he said. I mean, dating
shouldn’t be a covert op-
eration. I think we should
hang loose and stop wast-
ing the little time we have to
be young, wondering what
the guy was really saying.

So the next time your
guy stops you in the hall and
says something completly
irrelevant and kind of mean,
laugh and get on with your
day, because I doubt he
spent as much time thinking
about his action as you will
spend meditating on  it.
Have fun with your life in-
stead of sitting around think-
ing about it.

Drugs at Leon no worse than elsewhere
By Sam Hollister
Hill Top Guest Writer

Illicit drug use exists all
over the United States, and
Leon High School is no ex-
ception.

“Yes, there is a drug
problem here at Leon,”
Deputy Paul Emmons said.
“But it’s no better or worse
than any other school around
here.”

Leon led the county in
arrests in January with 12,
most of them for drug
possesion.

Although marijuana is
the most common drug,
Emmons has also confis-
cated cocaine, ecstasy and
prescription drugs.

After the first drug of-
fense, a student is suspended
for 10 days. A second of-
fense brings a suspension of
15 days. A student is imme-
diately expelled following a
third drug offense.

Suspensions may be
reduced by five days if a drug
counseling class is taken.

“It’s kind of like three
stikes and you’re out,” Leon
Assistant Principal Rocky
Hanna said.

According to
www.drugabuse.gov, almost
35 percent of high school se-
niors have used marijuana in
the past year.

Deputy Emmons esti-
mated that 45-50 percent of
Leon students either knew
someone who did illicit drugs
or did drugs themselves.

“I want to know where
(drugs) are coming from,”
said Emmons, who enforces
a policy that puts higher
charges on drug dealers.

Three students have
been expelled for selling
marijuana on campus, ac-
cording to Emmons.

“I guess maybe about
50 percent of the school
smokes weed,” senior Kelly
Thomas said. “And some
are not the people you would
expect to smoke.”

Deputy Emmons, in his
fourth year at Leon, has
helped decrease arrests since
his first year.

“I’ve got no tolerance
for drugs,” Emmons said.

Arrests may have de-
creased, but drug use in high
schools have stayed level
over the last five years.

Deputy Emmons gets
about 85 percent of his cases

by word of mouth, with students
coming to him or leaving notes
under his door.

With 1,855 students on
campus, keeping tabs on every
part of the student body is im-
possible.

“I’ve never taken drugs in

my life,” Matt Henty said.
“But I would say that from
every 20 people I meet here,
14 or 15 of them are strung
out on drugs.”

  Despite high numbers
among students, Leon has
never had a problem with fac-
ulty members using drugs.

“No (teacher) that I
know has ever been in trouble
with that stuff,”  art teacher
Travis Giddings said. “They
wouldn’t be here if they had.”

Deputy Emmons be-
lieves that having two univer-
sities and a community college
in Tallahassee may add to the
problem.

“Tallahassee is basically
a small town,” Emmons said.
“But we have people from all
over the country and all over
the world going to school here,
and I think that’s introduced
people to many things.”

Even with outside influ-
ences, marijuana has been
used at a steady rate for the
last few decades.

“Pot isn’t that bad, “ one

senior said. “I don’t smoke be-
cause others do. I pretty much
grew up with it.”

Despite alarming statis-
tics, Deputy Emmons and the
Leon County School Board
have taken many steps to alle-
viate the problem.

A Mother’s Against
Drunk Driving assembly is
scheduled for early March, and
a new policy may go into place
that restricts prescription drugs
at schools.

Under the new policy,
which would start next year, it
would be much harder to ob-
tain prescription drugs for
medical and narcotic use.

Some people have not
responded well to the idea.

“This new policy is ab-
surd,” junior Bonnie Futch said.

While drugs on campus
may remain a problem, there
are steps being taken to rectify
the situation.

“Yes, there
is a drug
problem
here at
Leon,”
said
Deputy
Paul

Emmons.
Advertise your business
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 By: Summar Chaudhry
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GSA up and running at  Leon
Leon’s newest club,
Gay Straight Alliance,
is finally in action
after overcoming
several obstacles in its
formation process.

By Emily Woodruff
Hill Top Features Editor

Today, when you hear
one student calling another
“gay,” they are probably not
referring to the other’s
sexual preference. Terms
like “gay,” “fag,” and
“flamer” are commonly used
derogatorily between het-
erosexual teenagers. The
meaning of the word as
used by this group of people
generally applies when
someone has done some-
thing silly or stupid. How-
ever, a new organization at
Leon High School, Gay
Straight Alliance (GSA),
aims to educate public sen-
timent regarding such politi-
cally incorrect slang, among
other things.

“The purpose is to re-
duce homophobia on school
campus and offer a safe
place for kids to talk, as well
as promote acceptance in

the community,” said junior
Annie Kate Reeves, founder
and president of the club.

Recent political deci-
sions have brought on an on-
slaught of debate over several
issues. Perhaps the most con-
troversial of these issues re-
mains to be the subject of ho-
mosexuality. Everyone seems
to have an opinion on the mo-
rality and ethics surrounding
homosexuality, such as mar-
riage and adoption rights.
GSA discusses such delicate
issues, as well as brainstorm-
ing ideas as to how to spread
their message.

But GSA is not simply a
club of discussion. They
implement their ideas and be-
liefs by holding various
fundraisers throughout the
year to help fund research for
AIDS and other needy orga-
nizations.

“We’re also a charity
club. We have bake sales to
raise money for causes we
think are important, and we
provide support for lobbying
groups advancing equal
rights,” said Reeves.

But is homophobia in the
halls of Leon High School re-
ally so severe that an entire
club should be dedicated to

its eradication?
GSA members
think so.

“Homopho-
bia at Leon is not
necessarily direct;
it is more subtle
than that. Listen to
the conversations
in the hallways _
kids today use
words like “gay”
and “faggot” as
negative expres-
sions. It is akin to
racism.  Ho-
mophobia is so-
cially acceptable
racism. GSA is im-
perative to promoting equality
and acceptance. Starting at the
student level is key to moving
America in a more positive di-
rection,” stated junior GSA
member Tommy Nocera.

Teacher Scott Brown is a
co-sponsor of the club, and feels
strongly about its purpose at
Leon.

“We need to end all forms
of discrimination, mistrust and
stereotypes. We need a safe
place for students who have
been the victims of discrimina-
tion and seen examples of such.
It’s simply a safe environment to
talk about discrimination issues.

It’s a civil rights organization,”
Brown said.

When co-sponsor Lorrie
O’Dell approached the admin-
istration about starting a Leon
chapter of the nationally rec-
ognized organization after stu-
dents proposed the idea, the
administration was hesitant in
allowing one to exist.

“There was a concern
within the administration that
creating a GSA would cause a
disturbance. There was a fear
that homophobic kids would
tear down flyers or just cause
a general disruption. They
were uncomfortable with let-

What ever happened to the radio?

ting one exist, but knew that
legally they could not prohibit
it.  Their main concern was the
welfare of the students in-
volved in the club,” stated
Brown.

GSA has weathered
many storms in the formulative
stages in founding the club.
While they know the squall is
far from ending, they now look
to future skies with hopes of a
brighter, more diverse rain-
bow.

Independence and
variety is hard to find
on the airwaves, and
Clear Channel
Communications is
who to blame.

By Drew Carroll
Hill Top Writer

When turning on the
radio, there are all different
types of stations.  There are
ones that play rock, coun-
try, hip-hop and countless
other styles. With this type
of variety, there would seem
to be no need to have any
other way of listening to
music in your car or at home.
That is, of course, if you
completely overlook the fact
that the waves are filled with
regulated mediocrity.

Clear Channel Com-
munications is the company
that owns almost every sta-
tion in Tallahassee, and
those of every other town in

the United States. They’ve
practically turned America
into one giant game of Mo-
nopoly, and, yes, they chose
to be the thimble.

But what’s more ridicu-
lous is that almost all the ra-
dio stations in America
weren’t enough for this
power-hungry juggernaut.  It
didn’t rest until it had TV sta-
tions and concert venues, as
well.

When talking to stu-
dents about the radio, the re-
views were practically unani-
mous.

 “I don’t like the radio;
there are too many commer-
cials to sit through to hear a
song I don’t like,” junior Kim
Overton said.

When talking about
Clear Channel, the review
was also unanimous.

“Clear Channel is a
box,” senior Lucas Warford
said.

Luckily, there are a few
independent stations that have

held their ground in America,
surviving as beacons of hope,
one of which resides in Tallahas-
see.  One of these is Florida
State’s V89.  V89 is one of the
top four college radio stations in
the country, making it one of the
most powerful influences on the
independent music front.

When talking to DJ Will
Chase, a Leon graduate, he had
a lot to say about the Genghis
Kahn of entertainment.

“I don’t think one company
should have such a vast influence
over the entertainment industry.
I think the FCC should focus less
on regulating censorship, and
worry more about regulating
large corporations such as Clear
Channel from controlling the air-
waves,” Chase said.

Clear Channel could not be
reached for comment, but some
interesting information can be
found on their website.  It has a
creed it goes by, which is, yes,
just as artificial as the band.  In
this creed, it is stated it believes
in maximizing its consumer’s sat-

isfaction, and giving high qual-
ity services at low prices.  This
is ironic considering everyone
interviewed for this article had
at least one complaint about
the radio, and what’s even fun-
nier is that the price of $50 for
nose bleed seats at a concert
is reasonable to Clear Chan-
nel.

Back
in the “old
days,” one
company
could not
own more
than one
media out-
let in a
c o m m u -
nity.  But,
of course,
that all
changed,
and we are
left with
what often
feels like
d e l u d e d
airwaves.

Although there is still some in-
dependence, the majority out-
weighs the minority, leaving
most people in contempt with
the whole system.  Unfortu-
nately, Clear Channel shows no
signs of stopping, so all we can
do is hope that it doesn’t ex-
pand into other realms of our
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Lattés...Cappucino...Expresso...
Waking up to

the smell of coffee has
a whole new meaning
to most high school
students. This is
because so many high
school students have
taken to drinking
coffee.

By Kany Aziz
Hill Top Writer

A hundred years ago,
coffee was a drink for adults
to help them start the day.
Recently, coffee has be-
come a common drink for
all ages, and especially
popular among high school
students.

Why has coffee, high
in caffeine and unhealthy for
the human body, made its
way into the lives of the
younger generation?

“Because it’s good,”
senior Jessica Walters said

Good? How could a bit-
ter alkaloid, that few drank
before the American Revolu-
tion and the Boston Tea Party,
be described as good?

Well, regardless of how
coffee has become as wide-
spread as it has, high school
students are drinking more of
it than ever.

“I drink a cup and a half
in the morning and two cups
in the evening. But it’s gotta
have lots of cream and sugar,”
sophomore Mark James said.

And even though coffee
is not the healthiest beverage
in the world, it has its benefits.

“It wakes me up, so I
can drive in the morning and
do homework in the evening,”
James continued.

“It makes me hyper for
my second period class,” jun-
ior Mindy Varnium said. “Oth-
erwise, I’d fall asleep.”

The caffeine in coffee is
definitely one of the reasons
coffee is consumed by all
ages. However, too much caf-
feine is bad for the body. To
stimulate the body with en-
ergy, 100 to 200 milligrams
of caffeine, or one or two
cups of regular coffee, are
required. These days, the cof-
fee consumption of some daily
coffee drinkers provide up to

500 mg. This type of consump-
tion can cause an addicting af-
fect.

“Sometimes I have a head-
ache and I drink coffee so it goes
away,” freshman Kaitlin Dodd
said.

When freshman Max

Sander was asked if he drank
coffee, his reply, with widen
eyes, was “Why? Do you have
coffee?”

Caffeine is a substance
that arouses the brain and al-
lows the body to function fully
refueled. When the human

body ceases to create the en-
ergy it needs to work, caffeine
kicks in and does the job.

“I’ve been drinking [cof-
fee] a long time and it just
seems to erase all thoughts of
sleep from your mind,” junior
Brennan Haverly said.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                

“It makes you feel much
better,” senior Stephen Lobato
said. “I’m definitely addicted
to it.”

According to a Black
Dog Cafe employee, at least
50 percent of the store’s cli-
ents are high school students
or younger. At Perky Concoc-
tions, it’s estimated that about
10 percent of the clients are
students.

Starbucks has a good
amount of students during the
afternoon, as well.

Coffee shops have been
opening one after the other in
Tallahassee. This means more
caffeine for everybody.

“I’m definitely addicted
to it,” said

senior Stephen Lobato.

Sophmore Mark James drinks his coffee.

Mp3 craze fueled by Ipods
Mp3 players are the
most recent trend and
are showing no sign of
fading away anytime
in the near future.

By Cameron Foltz
Hill Top Writer

Mp3’s and their play-
ers, primarily iPods, have
taken the world by storm.
Millions of these devices
have been sold, and it is
revolutionizing the music in-
dustry.

The beauty of modern
digital music is that songs
can be compressed into
small files without altering
sound quality. The most
common of these com-
pressed files is the mp3, but
there are several other for-
mats including AAC (Ad-
vanced Audio Coding) and
WMA (Windows Media
Audio).

Different players are
compatible with different for-
mats. The iPod is compatible
with mp3 and AAC files.

Apple has four different
types of iPods. The iPod mini
comes in two models; one
with four gigabytes hard drive
space and the other with six
gigabytes. The regular iPod
comes in a 20 gigabyte model.
Recently, the iPod photo was
released in 30 and 60 gigabyte
models. The iPod shuffle
comes in a 512 megabyte and
a one gigabyte model.

The top competitors
with the iPod are JetAudio’s
iAudio, Creative’s Zen
Touch, iRiver’s H320, and
Rio’s Karma. None of these
have taken a formidable share
of the mp3 player market be-
cause of the iPod’s success.

The most obvious ad-
vantage mp3 players have
over compact disc players
are their portability. “The

main reason I have an iPod is con-
venience; using my iPod is a lot
easier than carrying around a fat
load of c.d.’s,” senior Taylor
Byrd said.

The primary problem with
mp3 players is their cost. Fortu-
nately, it is possible for high
school and college students to get
discounts. On www.apple.com,
you can click on stores, then un-
der “More Stores,” click on Edu-
cation. Then select your school
and you can receive savings of
up $30.

iPods use iTunes to upload
songs. Using iTunes, a user can
listen to their mp3 collection and
also buy mp3’s for 99 cents a
song.

No one can tell for sure
where the digital revolution will
take us, but one thing is for sure;
Apple embraced it and made
unbelievably large sums of money
in the process.
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Take the environmentally-conscious route in a hybrid
As prices rise and
e n v i r o n m e n t a l
resources continue to
be depleted, are
hybrid cars the
answer to our
gasoline dilemma?

By Emily Woodruff
Hill Top Features Editor

Hybrid cars are the lat-
est buzz in the automotive
world. As students turn 16 and
celebrate their new-found
driving freedom, some may
want to invest in this “green”
car.

Many students may
know that hybrid cars are
“good” for the
environment...or at least bet-
ter than other cars. They also
may be aware that this is
partly due to higher gas mile-
age the hybrid engine receives.
But do they know exactly what
features the hybrid model pos-
sesses that make it so unique?
How is the fuel conversion
process different from that of
a typical car?

Most hybrid engines are
propelled by two sources: a
petrol engine and an electric
motor with a battery pack. The
petrol engine is used only in a
medium-high load circum-
stance, and the electric motor
is used the remainder of the
time when only a small amount
of fuel is available. The key in
the hybrid engine’s fuel effi-
ciency is using electric power
when petrol gas is usually used
in an inefficient way. For ex-
ample, every time you touch
the break pedal, every time you
coast up to a stop, the petrol
engine is automatically
switched off. This means that
no fuel is burned at this time,
and therefore, no harmful
gases are released into the air.
Many hybrid cars produce up
to 80 percent less fuel emis-
sions than a similarly sized car.

Honda is a pioneer hybrid
engine manufacturer. They in-
troduced one of the first cars
with a hybrid engine, the Honda
Insight. However, even though
this car has amazing gas mile-
age - 670 miles in just one tank
of gas - and was named the

most fuel-efficient vehicle in its
class, its unconventiality may be
responsible for its low sales.

Recently, Honda has come
out with a new hybrid model, the
Civic. The battery is recharged pri-
marily through regenerative brak-
ing – rather than wasting power
as heat in the brakes, the motor
becomes a generator and pushes
charge back into the battery when-
ever you slow.

However, if the battery level
gets too low (i.e. because you’ve
been climbing a steep hill) the petrol
engine is automatically used to
charge the battery.  Honda has also
introduced the Accord hybrid
model. Both the Civic and the Ac-
cord hybrids are catching on
quickly with consumers.

Juniors Meghan and Caitlin
Meehan-Draper were the first in
Tallahassee to own a Civic Hybrid,
and thus far have been nothing but
pleased with its performance.

“I hope more people invest
in a hybrid.  They look and drive
like every other car, but it’s more
fuel efficient and better for the en-
vironment,” said Caitlin.

“I think you’re doing your-
self a disservice if you don’t look

into it,” added Meghan.
The Meehan-Draper twins

spend about $20 a month on gas.
The next new wave within

hybrid car circles is the small and
midsized SUVs. Now, you can
have your SUV and your MPG,
too. Car companies are finding
that many consumers are not
willing to give up their spacey
gas-guzzling look, so they have
tapped into this market by cre-
ating four new sport-utility ve-
hicles this year. The Ford Es-
cape, Lexus RX400h, Toyota
Highlander, and Mercury Mari-
ner are all entering the market.

Pick-up trucks, as well,

2005 Honda Accord Hybrid
Description: Looks and drives the same as the
current accord model, just wrapped in a greener
package.
MPG: 37/29 (hwy/city)
Price: Starting at $30,140

2005 Honda Insight
Description:  The leader in fuel efficiency, the
Insight paved the way for hybrid cars.
MPG: 61/66 (city/hwy)
Price: Starting at $19,330

2005 Toyota Highlander
Description: The world’s first 7-passenger
hybrid SUV. This is the largest, and probably
most powerful of the hybrid SUVs.
MPG: approx. 37, whereas the current
Highlander (with petrol engine) gets 24-27
Price: approx. $30,000-35,000

2006 Lexus RX400h
Description: This model combines conventiality and luxury,
complete with not one, not two, but three electric engines.
These engines are what enable the Lexus to go from 0 to 60
in just 8 seconds.
MPG: approx. 30
Price: $48,535

2005 Ford Escape
Description: The very first hybrid SUV on the
market, the Escape is the least expensive of its
kind.
MPG: 36/31 (city/hwy)
Price: $26,970 and up

2006 Toyota Prius
Description: Guidance counselor Kathy Heinz owns a Prius,
and loves it for its super ultra low emission classification and
great mileage.
MPG: 60/51 (city/hwy)
Price: Starting at $20,875

2006 Mercury
Mariner

Description: Due out late
2005, the Mariner falls
somewhere between the
functional Highlander and the
luxurious Lexus.
MPG: approx 30-35
Price: Not available

2005 GMC Sierra
Truck

Description: This version has
10% less fuel emissions than
a standard V8 engine, and has
an auxiliary power feature for
operating power tools and
other devices.
MPG: 21
Price: approx. $32,000

may be entering into the hybrid
line-up in the future.  GMC has
introduced hybrid versions of its
Chevy Silverado and GMC Si-
erra pick-ups.  These versions
could be classified as mild hy-
brids, because they’re MPG
isn’t exactly radically motivat-
ing enough to invest in one.
However, GMC will introduce
a more radical hybrid in its Tahoe
and Yukon for 2007.

Another benefit for con-
sumers buying hybrid cars?  A
$1,500 dollar government tax
deduction if bought by the end
of the year.

Juniors Meghan and Caitlin Meehan-Draper with their 2003 Civic.
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Going  home wi th  the Oscars
Million Dollar Baby
made an outstanding
show at the Oscars
and touched people
nationally.

By Kany Aziz
Hill Top Writer

Million Dollar
Baby is an Oscar winning
movie starring Clint
Eastwood, Morgan Free-
man, and Hilary Swank.
This movie, directed,
produced and scored by
Clint Eastwood, takes
two hours and seventeen
minutes, but according
to national viewers, it’s
worth the time.

The movie’s plot

is about a boxing trainer
who loses his best fighter
and reluctantly takes on a
woman who’s over thirty
and wants to fight to win.
In doing so, the trainer and
fighter become developed
characters whose relation-
ship turns into one of a fa-
ther and daughter. Finally,
when her dreams become
a reality, something
unbelieveable happens that
will change her and all of
her loved ones’ lives for-
ever.

Million Dollar
Baby is a movie that rep-
resents the dream of

fame, the risk of danger and
the courage to overcome
both.

Hilary Swank did an
excellent job playing the
little country girl who has big
dreams. Her charming char-
acter won the audience, re-
sulting in an Oscar.

Clint Eastwood, once
again, played the hardhearted
man who’s there for one pur-
pose and goes on a journey
to fulfill it.

Morgan Freeman,
who also won an Oscar,
played a supporting charac-
ter that narrates throughout
the movie, being the wise
one from beginning to end.

This movie had ac-
tion, suspense and emotion,
all in one. There were many
heart-stopping moments
throughout the movie, in
which one had to remem-
ber to breathe again.

The plot of the movie,
as a whole, is somewhat be-
lievable. The plot didn’t
seem like a stuffed movie,
like some movies that have
many stories in one. It was
well directed and the se-

Eels set to release the expansive Blinking Lights
One of rock’s most
ecclectic and
interesting singer-
songwriters returns
with some beautiful
revelations

By Drew Carroll
Hill Top Writer

Mark Oliver Everett
(commonly known by his
stage moniker “E”) leader of
the critically acclaimed
group the Eels is about to
release the most expansive
and interesting release of his
band’s career.

You might think you
have never heard their mu-
sic, but chances are you
have.  They’ve had songs on
both Shrek soundtracks, as
well as multiple tracks scat-
tered all over television, in-
cluding having several songs
surface on the shores of the
O.C.

On the two disc Blink-
ing Lights and other Rev-
elations, E has taken all the
best elements of the Eels,
and brought it even closer to
perfection.  Although not as

powerful, as the coming of
age record like Electro-
Shock Blues (or at least not
as evident on the first listen),
it is probably their most well
rounded record.

What’s at the core of this
record is the reoccurrence of
themes.  Like in an opera,
there are variations of a
melody scattered through out
this work, using different in-
struments and sounds to cre-
ate it each time.

This is an album that is
both a great casual listen, as
well as an amazing in depth
piece of music.  You can just
get lost in E’s mastery of
melody, and his beautifully
blunt way with words.

Like previous Eels re-
leases, it’s full of the familiar
elements that have made them
such an important part of
modern music.  The orches-
tral instrumentation and
unique grooves are all here.
But the most interesting cut on
the record, “Mother Mary,”
showcases a new direction in
E’s recordings.  This song
begins with a beat produced
by a creaky chair, and a

breaking bottle that gives the
Neptune’s ingenious “Drop it like
it’s hot” a run for its money.
Then, it kicks into a chorus which
showcases the first time the com-
bustible energy of an Eels’ live
show has been captured in the
studio.  Filled with explosive dy-
namics, and a popping retro or-
gan (which E takes a solo that
sounds fresh and live), it’s some-
thing that has to be heard.

Of course, like every Eels
record, it’s filled with introspec-
tion, and realization of the life
that’s going around E as well as
the one he is living at the time.
“Things won’t get better/until
they get much worse” E sings

with such honesty on “Check-
out Blues.”

 If anyone should be al-
lowed to say such words of
wisdom, it would have to be
him.  When he was on the road
supporting his first release with
the Eels, Beautiful Freak, trag-
edy struck.  His sister, who was
just 19 years old, committed
suicide, and shortly after, his
mother died of cancer.  This
double shot of tragedy left E
as the last surviving member of
his family in his mid 20’s.

But it’s the realistic side
that keeps this “love letter to
life itself” (as E said when talk-

ing about Blinking Lights)
from feeling artificial.  He ex-
presses this love without get-
ting sappy or irrational, but
rather in a hopeful and straight-
forward way.

  On the final track, he
adds he can finally close the
door on all the troubles of his
past, which is what seems to
be the ultimate revelation for
E.  For the first time, it seems
E is not only optimistic about
his future, but also looking for-
ward, without looking back.

Blinking Lights and
Other Revelations is a great
record for Eels’ fans of all de-
grees.  If you have never in-
dulged in Everett and
company’s world, then this is
a great place to start.  It’s a
record that is full of wit, intro-
spect, and personality.  After
the first listen, you can tell its
one of those records where
your appreciation will grow
with each listen.  If you’ve
never heard of them though,
and like what you hear on this
record, I suggest picking up
the previously mentioned
Electro-Shock Blues, and/or
Daisies of the Galaxy.

E brings the beauty and the pain in a wonderful suit

quence in the movie was,
once again, believable.

The movie keeps its
suspense by having many
fights, and in each one the
audience holds its breath,
hoping she makes it safely
through the fight and wins
the match.

Whether it’s safe to
say that Million Dollar
Baby should have won four
Oscars or not, this is a
good movie (though per-
haps it’s a more guy’s
movie than girl’s) that ac-
complished in directing,
casting and working its way
into the hearts of many.

Clint EastwoodHiliary SwankEastwood and Swank

Hiliary Swank
Swank and Eastwood
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In the words of James St. James
By Jessica Moody
Hill Top Staff Writer

Disco Bloodbath is
the shocking but true story
of Michael Alig and the Club
Kids of New York in the
80’s.

Michael Alig, coming
from a small town, moved
to New York in the 1980’s.
He was quickly mesmerized
by the New York nightclub
scene. Michael met James
St. James, a party promoter,
and soon fell into the club
scene himself. Michael soon
became a party promoter
and well known for his par-
ties and drugs.  Disco Blood
bath was written by James
St. James, who had a first
hand view of Michael’s club
days, his relationships, and
his crime.

Michael Alig be-
came extremely well known
in the club scene for throw-
ing outrageous parties with
themes that went too far.
Most were busted by police
and all had the new popular
drug of the time, “Special
K”. Throughout the book,
James St. James explains
each party as well as his
personal life with Michael,

who soon became dependant
on drugs. James tells of
Michael’s lover Keoki and
their rendezvous in the apart-
ment they shared.  As Michael
became more and more de-
pendant on the drugs and the
parties, his life soon turned
upside down. There was no
stopping him. No one knew
what he would think of next.
Between medical parties were
illegal drugs were passed out
like candy, to out of control
costume parties and blood
feasts. Michael was written
about in papers and maga-
zines everywhere for his reck-
less adventures.

Through Michael’s
parties he met Angel, a young
drug dealer who, just like
Michael, wanted to become
famous in the club scene and
around town. James tells us
of Angel’s drug deals to
Michael, and how Michael
would book him as the main
dealer for his parties. But of
course that meant that
Michael could get free drugs.
As the cycle continued,
Michael became even less
mentally stable and coherent.

James St. James tells
of a night in Michaels apart-

ment when, after
doing many drugs,
Michael and a
roommate killed
Angel.

A n g e l
came to collect
money from
Michael and in an
argument that got
out of control,
Michael and his
roommate ended
up killing Angel.

J a m e s
tells of Michael sit-
ting down and tell-
ing him everything
one night and him not believing
because he thought Michael was
high. But after Angel didn’t show
up for a few parties, rumors
started to spread about what
Michael had done. Michael
made a joke of it and went along
with the rumor for publicity. But
when no one found Angel,
Angel’s brothers got curious and
so did the police. Because there
was no body and if there was it
would have been the body of a
gay drug dealer, police laid low
till one day, when a body was
found.

Michael was arrested
for murder and went to jail where

The New Genre Revolution
By Alexandra Curran
Hill Top News Editor

   When customers walk
into a bookstore, for example,
Borders, a large wooden book
stand at the front of the store
might catch their attention. The
stand is filled with different
book genres like fiction, nonfic-
tion, science fiction, romance,
mystery and horror. To the side
of this, a cardboard stand filled
with what appears to be books,
with cartoons depicted on the
front of them. No, those are not
comic books on display. Those
colorful covers hide the fastest
growing book genre in U.S. his-
tory called manga.

Manga did not become
popular until around 2003 when
there was a high increase of
sales. This of course led to
book stores ordering more and
more from the manga
publishing houses.

The main manga
publishing houses in America
are Viz and Tokyopop. But, ever
since the purchases of manga
have escalated, new manga
publishers have been popping
up.

In manga, there are about
as many genres in it as the
regular books have. There are
shoujo (girl), shounen (guy),

Tallahassee
Churches
By Jessica Moody
Hill Top Staff Writer

In recent years there has
been an increasing amount of
high school students attending
churches and being involved
in youth groups. As many
know, there are plenty of
churches of all denominations
in Tallahassee. Most have
specialized ministries, or pro-
grams, specifically for high
school students. Such
churches, for example First
Baptist Church, attract a lot of
Leon students willing to de-
vote their time to God. Sopho-
more Sarah Folsom, a First
Baptist attendee said “I have
been involved with the First
Baptist youth group since sixth
grade. It’s been great, and
even though we’ve been
through some rough times, we
always come out of them as a
more inclusive, close-knit
group.”

As more and more
students attend church and
spread the word, the more
others students tart following.
“Most of us have grown up
together and are widely di-
verse. We all go to different
schools, but it gas only made
us closer” sophomore Alice
Linzy said about the youth
group at Chaires United Meth-
odist.

No matter which
church you chose to attend,
there are plenty to choose
from.

sports, horror, action-adventure,
fantasy, martial arts, yaoi (gay
related), and hentai (porn).

Those who have heard of
manga probably don’t realize that
there are not just Japanese
manga out there. There are also
Korean (which is called manhwa
instead of manga), Chinese, Thai
and Vietemese manga out there.
But most manga being published
in the U.S.A. today is in
Japanese, with more Korean and
Chinese being published every
year.

For the really interested
readers, there are websites on the
internet that cater to the manga
readers. On these websites, the
domain owners scan  a manga
that is usually in its original

language and translates it into
English and put up for downloading
on their webpage. You used to be
able to download it from the website,
but apparently that took up to much
bandwidth, and now you have to
either use IRC, streamload, or
bittorent to download. The easiest
one to use is stream loading. All you
have to do is go to
www.streamload.com, sign up, and
pay a fee of $10. Don’t worry, if you
can’t do this, there are still some
websites who have some http
downloads. A really good website
to start at is Manga Johou at
www.manganews.net.

 Probabaly the best way to
find out about anime and manga is
to buy a magazine. The two  best

he is now.
James tells the story of

Michaels life as an infamous
Club Kid and his rise and fall
from on top of the club scene
to the bottom in jail for mur-
der.

Disco Bloodbath is a
very well written book, and
well worth the read. It can not
be bought in most stores be-
cause it is out of print, but can
be rented from the Leroy Collin
Public Library. It is the most
captivating story of its kind, not
that I can think of any other like
it. Michael Alig was truly gifted
in many ways, but tainted by
fame and drugs.

Popular Churchs in
Tallahassee with youth
programs:

Immanuel Baptist Church

Fellowship Baptist Church

Faith Presbyterian Church

St. Johns Episcopal Church

Good Shepard Catholic
Church

Blessed Sacrament Catholic
Church

Celebration Baptist Church

Chairs Methodist Church

East Hill Baptist Church

Faith Baptist Church

First Baptist Church

Killearn United Methodist

Element 3 Church

anime magazines in the U.S.A. are
Newtype and Animerica. They can
be found at Suncoast in the
Governors Square Mall.

The cover of manga Ranma 1/2 The cover of manga Prince of
Tennis

The cover of manga Gravitation

The cover of manga I.N.V.U.
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Subway:
Subway sandwiches

and salads are made on the
spot and designed by the cus-

tomer. Subway is generally
quick to get to a customer and
to finish their order. It isn’t too
pricey either.

“Subway would defi-
nitely be my favorite because
it’s so fast and if you time it
right, it’s not crowded” junior
Ashley Smith said.

Caitlin’s Ratings: Taste-
**** Speed-**** Service-
*** Price-***

Along with these chain
restaurants, there are a few
select privately owned places
that students enjoy just as
much.

Decent Pizza is definitely
among the big favorites of stu-
dents here at Leon.

“Decent Pizza is the best
place to eat during school
lunch because it’s so close, plus
it’s got the best pizza around,”
junior Annie Kate Reeves
said.

March

L u n c h  H o t  S p o t s  A r o u n d  L e o n
Here at Leon, students
have many options for
lunch.Some may
choose to stay safe on
campus and others
choose to venture off
into the fast food
realm around
campus.

By Caitlin Gillmore
Hill Top Sports Editor

Being a student here at
Leon presents multiple lunch
options. As opposed to
other schools in the county,
Leon has many restaurants
surrounding it. Other
schools, such as Chiles, have
a much further distance in
which to travel for their lunch
destinations. Thus, their
lunch time is very limited
compared to lunch at Leon.

A person here at Leon
may eat in the cafeteria, pick
a vending machine of their
preference, go to the gas
station across the street or
dare to venture off to a
place of their culinary de-
sires. Students have many
restaurants available to
them, due to Leon’s very
central location in Tallahas-
see.

When students are de-
ciding on where they’d like
to go they consider: the
price of their meal, the dis-
tance it is away from school
and, most importantly, the
speed in which the food is
prepared for them. In
choosing a lunch spot, the
speed factor is that of im-
portance. A restaurant must
prepare food in enough time
for a student to return back
to school  and get to their
class promptly.

In order to fullfill  the
student’s need, a restaurant
must possess most of the
above qualities. A restaurant
cannot require too much time
in preparation, be located
too far away from campus
or cost an arm and a leg.

Here are some of the
main lunch spots students
frequent and the way they
rated, in my opinion, as well
as others:

      Taco Bell:
It’s fast, cheap and

pretty decent Mexican

styled food. The menu  has a
variety of items you would
find in any average mexican
resautant.

“I like Taco Bell be-
cause it has an affordable
price range and they fill me
up,” sophomore Jordan
Rogers said.

“Taco Bell is the restau-
rant that fits best in my price
range,” sophomore Mark
McLeod said.

“Taco Bell’s value menu
definitely makes them the
cheapest all around,”  junior
Thomas Guthrie said.

“Everyone pretty much
agrees on going to Taco Bell
because they’re the cheapest,
and the best taste for our
money,” junior Morgan
Zaleski said.

Caitlin’s Ratings: Taste-
***** Speed-***** Ser-
vice-*** Price-*****

McDonald’s:
The MAC DADDY of

cheap food. It’s quick, easily
accessible and good, as long
as you don’t ask what’s in it.

“Of all the fast food
places in town…

McDonald’s would have to
be my favorite. They simply
have the best fries,” Rogers
said.

“I like to go to

McDonald’s because they’ve got
the greatest fries,” McLeod said.

“McDonald’s has got to be
the most affordable, because
they’ve got that great Dollar
menu,” sophomore Courtney
Manders said.

Caitlin’s Ratings: Taste-***
Speed-**** Service-*****
Price-*****

Bruegger’s Bagels:
Bruegger’s is popular among stu-
dents, especially the girls.  De-
pending on the order placed, can
sometimes be fairly pricey, but
does offer that caffeine jolt that
everyone seems to need mid-
day and has amazing homemade
bagels. It also offers a very dif-
ferent style of food, that fast food
places  simply don’t.

Caitlin’s Ratings: Taste-
***** Speed-** Service-***

Price-**

Rally’s:
A little further in distance

than most of the destinations
that Leon students prefer, but
still priced cheaply and has
good food.

“Rally’s has the best fast
food in town and their fries are

the greatest.” sophomore Caleb
Young said.

Caitlin’s Ratings: Taste-**
Speed-** Service-* Price-***

Tropical Smoothie:
Great for the students who

want a full healthy feeling with-
out feeling full of greasy foods
that are so common in fast food
restaurants.

Caitlin’s Ratings: Taste-
***** Speed-**** Service-
*** Price-*

“I like to eat at Tropical
Smoothie because they’ve got
the freshest fruit in town and they
are super fast when it comes to
making an order,” sophomore

Tennille Johnson said.
“Tropical Smoothie really

fills me up, and it’s not greasy
like everywhere else,” sopho-
more Melissa Larko said.

What-A-Burger:
Best chicken in town.

They have a great manager.
The students here a seem to
get along very well with her.

“What-A-Burger has the
best chicken fingers in town,”

junior Kelly McQuary said.
“What-A-Burger is really

fast...plus it tastes great,”
Guthrie said.

“What-A-Burger is the
best because of the awesome
manager, Ms. Beverly, plus
their chicken fingers are great,”
Manders said.

Caitlin’s Ratings: Taste-
** Speed-*** Service-****
Price-**

Sonic:
Sonic is a restaurant that

few consider for school lunch
periods, though the fans of this
place are extremly loyal. In
going to Sonic, a customer can
expect a large and rather
ecclectic food choice, as well
as price differences.

“Sonic would be my fa-
vorite because they’ve got the
best variety of food,” Zaleski
said.

Caitlin’s Ratings: Taste-
*** Speed- ** Service-**

Price-**

Wendy’s
Wendy’s is another  op-

tion in which a customer must
travel a bit more than other
restaurants.

“Wendy’s has got to be
my favorite because they are
so cheap, you can get a whole

meal for about 3 bucks,”
sophomore DeShia Linder
said.

Caitlin’s Ratings: Taste-
**** Speed-*** Service-**
Price-****

Caitlin’s Rating
Key:
*=fair **=above
average ***=good
* * * * = g r e a t
*****=AWESOME
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Traditions, rituals keep Leon strong
By Sam Hollister
Hill Top Guest Writer

“What two things do
you think of when you think
of Leon?” asked coach
Mark Feely.

“Pride and tradition,”
the student responded.

“There you go, you
passed the test,” Feely said.

Traditions are abun-
dant at Leon High School,
especially in the many sports
programs here. Coach
Feely, who is now Leon’s
athletic director, became
Leon’s head football coach
in 2000 and was only the
third coach in 40 years.
Only Coach Jim Sauls and
the famous Coach Gene
Cox had preceded him.

Leon’s football pro-
gram began in 1916 and has
had plenty of time to develop
traditions.

“We just really tried to
perpetuate the [traditions]
that we already had,” Feely
said.

For example, on the
bus trip to Cox Stadium the

most direct route is never
taken. The bus goes down
Franklin, to St. Augustine,
Magnolia, and down Jim Lee
road past Rickards, and on to
the stadium. “I don’t know
why, it’s just something they
do,” Feely commented.

They also have a rope
hanging from the doorway of
both the Red and White room
and the meeting room in the
old gym. It is customary for
players to grab it as they walk
through the doorway.

When Coach Becker
arrived at Leon to coach vol-

leyball, the team had no tradi-
tions and a losing record. Becker
turned that around in a hurry, and
the team hasn’t looked back.

“Tradition and Leon go to-
gether hand-in-hand,” Becker
said. “It was one of my goals as
a coach here to establish some
traditions.”

Beginning in the 2000 sea-
son, every senior class of play-
ers left something to the program.
Coach Becker also established
the tradition of jumping up and
hitting a sign that reads “Leon
Pride” whenever walking up the
stairs before a game.

A new tradition was
started this year in the playoffs.
Leon was down in a match
against Chiles, and eventually
came back to win a close
game. Coincidently it was the
same night that the Boston Red
Sox clinched the ALCS in a
win over the Yankees. At the
next volleyball game, Coach
Becker presented her players
with red socks. So from now
on, the volleyball team will wear
red socks during every playoff
game.

The girls basketball team
also has many traditions. Tara

Leon athletes are attached to their numbers
By Eden Joyner
Hill Top Guest Writer

An athlete’s jersey
number may mean more to
them than one might think.

Football star Brandon
Parks has an interesting
story behind his sport num-
ber.

Parks, the starting
quarterback, couldn’t pick a
number for the back of his
jersey, so he called upon his
mom to help.

“She told me that I was
number one and she was
number one,” Parks said. “So
we kept those two numbers
together. No. 11.”

He has kept the num-
ber ever since, and it has only
brought him good luck.

Apparently the No. 11
brings a lot of good luck be-
cause Leon senior Lura
Carter chose it too. Carter is
the sweeper on the varsity
soccer team and recently
received a full scholarship to
the University of West
Florida.

She chose her number
as a freshman, and because
they always get last pick,
only three numbers were left.

Out of the three numbers,
Carter picked 11 because it
was Steve Spurrier’s number
when he won the Heisman
Trophy. She figured that if he
could do it, she could do it.

Carter claims that No. 11

has some mysterious powers. For
instance, her boyfriend’s apart-
ment number, 272, adds up to 11.
She was awarded the Most Valu-
able Player (MVP) Award in the
11th grade. She also once scored
a game-changing goal during a

soccer game when there were
precisely 11 minutes left.  In
adidition, she thinks Hugo Mio,
No. 11 on the boys varsity team
is great, so the No. 11 obviously
must mean something.

Sophomore Clayton

Hinson thinks that his number
is so lucky, he is willing to be a
little bit cocky about the mat-
ter.

“I’m going to make No.
3 famous,” Hinson said.

The No. 10 was already
famous when Sara Noel
Childers got it for varsity vol-
leyball. Childers’ idol, Gini
Garcia, was No. 10 on the
Florida State University soccer
team.

Childers went to an FSU
soccer camp in middle school
where Garcia taught. Childers
forgot her socks one day and
Garcia let her borrow some
socks. To thank her, Childers
made her volleyball number 10
and has kept it ever since.

Soccer player Emily
Wood’s idol is her own sister,
Mary Wood. Mary also played
soccer in high school with the
No. 1. Wood wanted the num-
ber one, but because her older
sister also had it, Wood chose
No. 2 because she was the sec-
ond child.

Ask any student athlete
at Leon and they will probably
tell you an elaborate story about
platoons or baseball stars that
inspired their exact number
choice.

Athletes chose numbers for various reasons.

The football players grab this rope before games. This year, volleybal players started hitting this sign before games.

Vaughn, a senior, always takes
a nap before the game, and
Amber Hall always goes out
to eat before a game.

The softball team sits in
a circle and passes around a
blade of grass before every
game while stating their goals
for the game. In both baseball
and softball, the bats in the
dugout must never be crossed.

Leon is one of the oldest
schools in Florida, and with its
age it brings decades of tradi-
tion.
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It was a season full of
high hopes and expecta-
tions, but also heartbreak-
ing defeat for the Leon Li-
ons men’s varsity soccer
team this year.

They started out with
the Pre-Season Classic, pre-
vailing over two local con-
tenders, Chiles (2-0) and
Lincoln (1-0). Then came
easy wins against teams like
Rickards and Godby, with
a few more difficult wins
over teams like Gainesville
(2-1). During playsoffs at the
Palm Harbor Classic tour-
nament, the team beat Sat-
ellite Beach with goals from
sophomores Davey Beck
and Hugo Mio.

Coach Allan Rice said
that beating teams like Sat-
ellite Beach and Bucholtz
was just what they needed.
It gave them confidence in
their abilities and made the
talent on the team more vis-
ible. It also gave Rice the
opportunity to figure out
placement for certain play-
ers on the field, to help them
become more effective.

While this year’s
sophomore players had
amazing talent, they were
not the only ones who made
contributions. The seniors
made an extra effort this sea-
son to lead the team. Goalie
Brandon Clark had an
amazing season with nine
shutouts and Brandon Jones
stepped up this season to
contribute in many ways.

“You have to have se-

Boys varsity kicks it up a notch
By AnnaLaura Rehwinkel
Hill Top Guest Writer

nior leadership if you want to
win a state championship,”
Rice said. “Brandon Jones
became one of the major
leaders on the field. He con-
trolled the back four because
of his leadership on the field.”

They had a starting
lineup that seemed to work,
with Clark in goal, backed by
Jones, sophomore Nick
Brinson, junior Pat
Manderfield playing defense,
sophomore Clayton Hinson,
seniors Trey Johansen and
Craig Costigan and junior
Manuel Rico in the midfield.
This left Mio and Beck plenty
of support to make things hap-
pen on offense.

But everyone knows
that Christmas is a magical
time and this was no less true
for the Lions. After several
wins against opponents like
Chiles and Lincoln and a few
losses in the Admiral Soccer
Classic, the team took a
break for winter holidays.

“The Thanksgiving and
Christmas tournaments
showed me what talent we
had, even though we lost
some games,” Rice said.

When practices and
games resumed after the
break, something clicked.
Senior Brandon Jones and
sophomore Mio agree that
after Christmas they started to
play like a team.

“Before Christmas
break we didn’t really play
very well together. But at a
Christmas tournament, we
started looking better,” Mio
said.

With an 8-2-1 record
after the break, things were

looking up. There were wins
against Bucholtz (2-0) and a
third win over Rickards (4-1, 5-
1 and  2-0). Then there was the
win over Nease High School in
St. Augustine. According to Mio
and Rice, this was one of the
season’s highlights and one of the
best wins of the season.

“I think it was probably our
win against Nease because they
were a good team and that’s
when we started putting things
together and playing well, which
led into the playoffs,” Mio said.

The same game did lead
into the playoffs and eventually
the team did begin to put things
together. In the district tourna-
ment, Leon beat Chiles (4-0),
but lost to Lincoln (0-2). Al-
though this loss to Lincoln was
hard to take, there was still hope
for taking the state championship.

“Losing to Lincoln in the
district finals I could handle, be-
cause we were still moving on
into the regional playoffs,” Rice
said.

When regional play rolled
around, Leon beat Gainesville
in the quarterfinals, knocking
the No. 1-ranked team in
Class 4A out of its spot. Then
came the ultimate match: Leon
and Lincoln in the regional fi-
nals. And the team had high
hopes.

“Before our season
started, I thought we would get
far and possibly go to the Fi-
nal Four, at least. But after the
first half of our season, I be-
gan to think we wouldn’t do
as well. But we stepped it up
and made it through district
playoffs and regionals,” Mio
said.

This is how it had been
for the past two years. When
most of the seniors now were
in their sophomore and junior
years, this had been the match
up for the regional finals. For
those two seasons, Leon had
won. It was up to those six re-
maining seniors and the rest of
the team to continue that legacy

and make it to State.
But the Lions lost and

Lincoln advanced to the Final
Four.

“Losing to Lincoln in the
regional finals was a heart-
breaker. We outplayed Lin-
coln so badly that I still be-
lieved we were going to win.
It showed how our team got
better as the season went and
we peaked at the right time.
Like any sport, you need a little
luck and we just did not have
any against Lincoln in the Re-
gional Finals,” Rice said.

As for next season, Rice
has his plans, as always.

“I expect a lot from who-
ever plays varsity at Leon. I
have some junior varsity play-
ers I am looking at right now;
a couple of sophomores and
some freshmen,” Rice said.
“My expectations are always
the same: a State Champion-
ship. I expect this and so do
the players.”

Next season’s girls’ soccer will have entirely new look
By Karin Devick
Hill Top Guest Writer

Leon varsity girls’ soc-
cer is over and many of its
players will not return.

Eight seniors are in the
graduating class of ‘05, in-
cluding five starters, three of
whom were captains.

“Next year’s team is
going to take on a whole new
shape,” senior Emily Wood
said.

Along with the new
student leadership of the
team, none of the three
coaches will not be return-
ing next year. Head coach
Linda O’Sullivan has now
concluded 17 years as a

Leon High School soccer
coach and has decided to call
it quits. Assistant Coach Nick
O’Sullivan is also retiring af-
ter six seasons of aiding his
mother with the Leon soccer
program.

A new addition to the
coaching staff last season,
April Murphy was in line for
head coach after the
O’Sullivans departure. But
something unexpected came
up. Murphy, also a teacher at
Leon, recently got engaged
and will be moving to Athens,
Georgia.

The Leon women’s soc-
cer team gave all the depart-
ing players and coaches a sea-
son to remember. The final

record was 21-7-1.
“A successful season by

anyone’s standards,” Linda
O’Sullivan said.

Highlights of the season in-
cluded winning the King of
Queens tournament and beating
Gulf Breeze in the regional semi-
finals to move onto the regional
finals.

In the regional finals, Leon
went on to play Chiles for the
second year in a row.

“It’s pretty impressive for
two Tallahassee teams to be
competing for a chance to go to
the state Final Four,” midfielder
Becky Hagarman said.

The Lions’ season con-
cluded after the regional finals,
losing 3-4 to Chiles High School.

“We’l l
definitely be
lacking play-
ers of impact,
but I think
we’ll pull
through since
we have a lot
of heart,”
H a g a r m a n
said.

The Li-
ons have ac-
quired four
new freshmen this past season,
three starters, including lead-
ing scorer Susanna Zorn. In all,
the team will have 11 returning
players with six starters.

“I’ll be in the stands
cheering next year,” Linda

Boys Varsity Soccer Team Picture

Girls varsity soccer at a previous game.

O’Sullivan said.
“And I’ll be the loudest

fan,” added Nick O’Sullivan.

Look out for the Senior
Supplement
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Senior Emily
Wood strives to be a
model student in all re-
spects. When she is not
in the classroom, she
plays school sports and
participates in a service
club.

Although Wood
spends much of her
time on extracurricular
activities, she does not
let her academics suf-
fer. She was recently
accepted to the Univer-
sity of Florida.

She has a variety
of interests and hob-
bies. “I enjoy running,
going to the beach,
shopping, soccer and

watching chick flicks,”
she said.

She is also a mem-
ber of Anchor and the
National Honor Society.

Her favorite food is

Student Profile: Emily Wood

By Cameron Foltz
Hill Top Writer

“any kind of pasta with
butter or parmesan.”

When asked about a
favorite movie, she replied
while laughing, “How to
Lose a Guy in Ten Days.”

Wood’s musical inter-

Spotlight on senior Brandon Jones

By Elizabeth Nelson
Special to The Hill Top

Springs, Colorado.

He describes the
school as a “strong aca-
demic school” and says a
degree from there is
worth more than at other
universities. Jones plans
to major in aeronautical
engineering.

Currently, his favor-
ite class is math because
it’s very logical and it
makes sense.

“Poetry makes no
sense at all,” Jones said.

Jones started playing
football six years ago be-
cause he had been sur-
rounded by sports his en-
tire life. His mother,
Cynthia Jones, was the
athletic director at
Florida A&M University
from 1987-2001. She
now works as a business
manager at Tallahassee
Community College.

Even though Jones
focuses on his football
and soccer careers, he still
makes time for his many
other hobbies. These in-
clude fishing, playing

poker, beach volleyball
and skeet shooting.

“I’ve actually only
been [skeet shooting]
once, but it was really
fun,” Jones said. “I’m go-
ing to try to make it a hobby
of mine, once my mom
let’s me get a shotgun.”

Jones is very supersti-
tious, which he says
comes from playing soc-
cer. He always wears the
same boxers on game days
and chews a piece of Po-
lar Ice gum before every
game.

When he started high
school, Jones’ intent was
to stick to soccer. It was
his middle school football
coach, Mike Mezzano,
who kept him playing foot-
ball.

Since he has played
sports for all four years at
Leon, Jones has been under
the instruction of more than
one coach.

“Coach Rice is an in-
tense guy. There is no other
way to describe him,” Jones
said about his soccer coach.

ests include Ryan
Cabrera, Rascal Flatts,
Dave Matthews,
Damien Rice, Nora
Jones, Coldplay, the
Eagles, as well as clas-
sic rock and rap.

She just recently
finished her last soccer
season for Leon. She
mainly played stopper,
which is a defensive
position that is similar
to a center. The Lions
made it all the way to
regional finals, where
they lost to Chiles 3-2.

Wood has been
playing the sport for a
long time. “I’ve played
soccer for about 10
years; I just love the

game,” she said.
If she makes the cut,

she hopes to walk onto
the UF soccer team next
year.

Now she is playing
flag football for the Lions

under coach Rocky
Hanna. Last year, Wood
played running back, but
since there is a shortage
of defensive players she
has filled in as
cornerback.

Wood enjoys flag
football because it is more
laid back than most
sports.

“I play because it is
a lot of fun and provides
me an activity during
soccer’s off-season,”
Wood said.

Wood thoroughly
enjoyed her years at
Leon because of her ac-
tive involvement.

“I can’t imagine a
better high school expe-
rience than the one I had
at Leon,” Wood said. “I
think everyone should
get involved with school
activities because it gives
you a much better expe-
rience.”

Brandon Jones is headed for the Air Force.

Senior Emily Wood

Well-rounded senior
epitomizes the
definition of quality
student-athlete.

Soccer, football
standout headed for
Air Force Academy.

Brandon Jones, a
senior at Leon High
School, has a plethora of
hobbies, all A’s and cha-
risma to burn.

Jones, 18, played
football and soccer on
Leon’s varsity teams in
addition to keeping his
grade point average at a
weighted 4.6. The 5-
foot-10, 177-pound jock
has made all A’s since he
made a D in his seventh
grade English class for
not reading a book. His
mother “raged.”

Now, even though
his grades don’t matter
for graduation, Jones
keeps his straight-A pat-
tern because “it looks
nice.” He has already
signed with the Air Force
Academy in Colorado

Jones has had a good
Leon career and has made
the most of his four years
here. He’s struggled with
balancing school, athletics
and girls. Though he’s thor-
oughly enjoyed his high
school experience, he has

a piece of advice.
“Don’t look forward

to the year that’s going to
come. Just enjoy the year
you’re in,” Jones said.

Advertise in The Hill Top.
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Spring sports on the right track
By Brad Williams
Special to The Hill Top

Leon’s spring sports
season is well underway and
off to a great start.

Both the boys and girls
varsity tennis teams won the
Capital City Tennis Classic
Championships.

The track and field
team has had one meet so
far, with multiple winners.
The boys baseball team has
struggled to a 3-4 start, but
has played some tough
teams along the way.

The girls softball team
has begun its season with a
few successful tournaments
under its belts, as well.

In its start-off meet,
the track team won four of
the six races it participated
in, as well as many field
events. Leon won the sprint
and distance medleys, along
with the 4 x 800 and the 4 x
400 relays.

In the field events,
Mitchell Collier placed first
in the triple jump with an
amazing score of 44-feet, 7-
inches. In other competi-
tions, Rod Jenkins placed
first in the shotput and
Michael Fahey placed first
in the discus.

In tennis, the boys and
girls teams have been domi-
nant and there is talk that the
Lions are developing a Big
Bend dynasty. Leon’s boys
have now won four straight
city titles and the girls have
won two in a row.

The boys totalled 18
points and Maclay came in
second with 14. Lincoln was
a distant third with 10.

The turning point in the
tournament came when the
Leon No. 1 doubles team of
David Berry and Brad Wil-
liams defeated the Maclay
duo of Nick Meros and
Matt Kiser 3-6, 6-3, 7-6
(4).

In other boys’ action at
the city tournament, Williams
defeated Lincoln’s Chuckie
Sutton in the No. 2 singles
finals.

Junior Tom Postma
also played a critical role in
the team victory, winning the
No. 5 singles finals over
Lincoln’s Rob Mayewski
and joining Armand
Cognetta to capture the No.
2 doubles position with a
victory over Maclay’s Will
Gandi and Theo Meros 7-

6, 6-2.
Finally, Leon sophomore

Andrew Green caputred the
No. 3 singles position, losing
just three games the entire
tournament.

On the girls’ side,
sophomore Holly Johnson
won her fifth consecutive
indiividual singles title, knock-
ing off John Paul II’s Erin
Conroy in the finals 6-2, 6-3.
Johnson trailed Conroy 0-3,
15-40 before rallying to win
the match’s final six games.

Johnson, who was once
ranked No. 1 in the nation in
the girls’ 12-and-under divi-
sion and currently beats most
of the players on Florida

State University’s team, also
teamed with junior Ally Dye to
win the No. 1 doubles crown.
Dye and Johnson, state champi-
onship qualifiers a year ago, de-
feated Chiles’ Kristi Kelly and
Donna Grant in the finals 7-5, 6-
0.

The girls won 20 of a pos-
sible 21 matches in the entire city
event for the second year in a
row. No other team was ever in
striking distance.

Dye won the No. 2 girls
division with a convincing 6-0,
6-1 win over Chiles’ Alice
Cummings. At No. 3, sopho-
more Lane Turkle dominated the
competition. Freshman Domin-
ique Cognetta won the No. 4

singles division and sophomore
Maggie Arrington won the No.
5 spot.

The girls’ dual match
record is now 9-0 and they are
favored to advance to the state
tournament, having beaten
2004 Region I state qualifier
Fort Walton Beach, 7-0.

The boys, who have gone
to the state tournament the last
two seasons, will have a more
daunting task returning to the
state tournament this year.
That’s because the team they
beat a year ago to advanced
to the state tournament,
Pensacola-Washington, has
added three highly ranked
playes to its roster.

In a contest against
Pensacola-Washington in early
March, the boys were beaten
5-2, thus ending their 33-
match wining streak, which
dated back to the beginning of
the 2003 season.

Berry won his singles
match against Pensacola-
Washington, but he’ll need
more help from his teammates
at regionals to make the Lions’
state aspirations a reality in late
April.

Berry, who is considered
one of Leon’s all-time best
players, has already left a
legacy of doubles proficiency.
He understands the game far
better than the average high
school player. A year ago, he
teamed with Tyler Zorn to win
the state team doubles title and
he could take a second state
title with Williams if the team
continues to improve.

Tennis coach Kevin
Record has enoyed much suc-
cess in his first three seasons
here at Leon.. Under his guid-
ance, the boys have an overall
dual match record of 35-1 and
have won three city titles, two
district titles and advanced to
two state tournaments.

In the last two seasons,
the girls own a dual match
record of 21-1, with their lone
loss coming to Fort Walton
Beacch, 4-3, in last year’s re-
gional finals.

The boy’s baseball team
is off to a 3-4 start against very
tough competition. Coach
Aaron Clark is in his sixth year
of coaching his alma mater and
looks to make huge strides this
year.

The Lions won at Ruth-
erford on March 4, 8-4. The
Lions have upcoming games
against Rickards on March
17, Lincoln on April 1 and
Chiles on April 5.

Senior Todd Stannard is
currently leading the team in
hitting and pitching averages,
with a 2-0 record as a starting
player.

Coach Wendy Jones is
embarking on her seventh year
as Leon’s head varsity softball
coach. Jones is hoping to
make major improvements
from last year’s disappointing
14-12 season

Jones’ Lions have won
district titles every year, except
2004, and they’ve made it
state’s Final Four twice dur-
ing her tenure.

No.1 girls’ singles player Holly Johnson has not lost a regular season match in two years.

The track and field team soared through the early part of their season.


	pg1
	pg2
	pg 3
	pg4
	pg5
	pg6
	pg7
	pg8
	pg9
	pg10
	pg11
	pg12

