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W h a t ’ s  go i n g  on  wi t h  W i n t e r f e s t ?

The first Winterfest
was three years ago to cel-
ebrate from going from a “C”
school to a “B” school. Two
years ago, Leon High School
moved up to an “A” school.

Leon High School has
maintained an “A” school for
two years. Each year this
school has progressed a letter
grade or stayed at an “A”.
Winterfest is a reward, in which
amusements, music, and food,
are available in the Bowl (the
far field next to the Driver’s Ed
portable).

This year, Leon High

School averaged a “B” on the
FCAT scores. As a result,
Winterfest was a questionable
matter.

“The festival  is a way
to reward Leon students and
encourage them to maintain an
“A” average,” Principal Hall
said.

 This year, the admin-
istrative and SGA sponsors
came together and decided
that even though Leon has not
maintained the “A” average, a
Winterfest will still be provided
in an effort to boost the
student’s academic morale.

However, Winterfest
will have its limitations. Instead
of getting out of class at 12:00
PM, students will be required
to go to 6th period and be dis-
missed from there at around
1:30.

Also, as an alternative
to a full meal during
Winterfest, students will be
provided with snacks.

Battle of the Bands
will take place as done be-
fore, although with the time
limit, bands will either be
given less time or fewer bands

will be participating.
As always,

Winterfest has been paid for
by the support  SGA  re-
ceives from local businesses,
and by the various clubs at
Leon.

However, aside
fromWinterfest, Leon High

Former Leon student earns medal of honor

Gary A. Spangler, a
2001Leon graduate, returned
from  Afghanistan with a
Bronze Star and an amazing
story to tell.

On May 5, Spangler and
four other soldiers began their
trek across rugged mountains
to where a Taliban leader had
camped out for the night. Their
mission was to hunt and cap-
ture him, but it didn’t go as
planned.

The enemy, alerted to
their presence, attacked the
small convoy with great force.
The convoy, consisting of

Spangler, Staff Sargent Jason
Thompson, Hospitalman Rob-
ert S. Spejcher, radio opera-
tor Corporal Ron R. Payne Jr,
and machine gunner Lance
Corporal Brett Miller, only
had one working weapon. By
the time the firefight was over,
and it ended up saving four of
their lives.

Spangler took immediate
charge, operating the single
gun alone while the defense-
less soldiers ran for cover.
When help came, 250 sus-
pected terrorists were ar-
rested, four killed, and the
Taliban leader captured. But
it was later discovered that
Spangler’s close friend,

Payne, had been struck by a
grenade during the fight and
was  killed.

Spangler won the
Bronze Star for valor during
the firefight, and returned
home in September.

Spangler grew up in Tal-
lahassee with his twin brother
Paul Spanger, who attended
Leon High School. The
Spanglers joined the Junior
Reserve Officer Training
Corps (JROTC), a program
that trains students to become
Marine Corps members, dur-
ing thier sophomore year.
Driven mostly by Paul’s en-
thusiasm, the boys became
strong participants in the 28-

member JROTC.
The brothers were only

in JROTC from 1998 to
1999, but they enjoyed it to
its fullest. Former teacher,
Major Plowman, remembers
them well.

“They were tall and
skinny,” Major Plowman
said. “ They probably didn’t
weigh more than 110 pounds
but I found that they had a
wiry mentality and were
physically tough.” The twins
quickly learned that they
should always bring their uni-
forms to practice.

Plowman’s favorite
place to drill the JROTC was
in the “mudbowl,” where the

Junior Bowl is currently located.
When there were heavy rains,
the unpaved area filled up with
dirt, causing a small pond. Ma-
jor Plowman made every
trainee wade through the
muddy water in their uniforms,
but the twins made the mistake
of not bringing their outfits to
practice, so they had to ruin
their nice school clothes.

 According to Plowman,
they never forgot their uniforms
again.

 After graduating in 2001,
the boys kept trying to find jobs
that they enjoyed but eventually
decided  that the Marine Corps
is were they were meant to be.

school has a cut of something
else also.

“We get money for be-
ing an “A” school,” Mrs. Marty
Towey said.

This money comes
from the state. For each student
of a school that rises a letter
grade, the school receives a
hundred dollars. For a school
that has more than a thousand
five hundred students, that is a
lot of money.

FCAT is just a few
weeks away and the teachers
and administration encourage all
freshmen and sophmores to
bring Leon High School back
to an “A” school by doing ex-
cellent on the FCAT.

By Kany Aziz
Hill Top Writer

This year, Winterfest is
to motivate Leon back to
an “A” school.

By: Eden Joyner
Hill Top Guest Writer
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Battle of the bands from 2004’s Winterfest.
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Girls, imagine not be-
ing able to get an education.
Imagine being inferior to all
men. Not being able to be
heard. Not being allowed
your own opinion. Up until 80
years ago, we didn’t possess
those rights. Women could not
vote. Education was avail-
able, but it was not good.
Women were not allowed a
political opinion.  Then came
the suffrage (right to vote)
movement.

In the late 1800’s,
there were two individual
groups working toward
women’s suffrage, the Na-
tional Woman Suffrage Asso-
ciation and the American
Woman Suffrage Association.
In 1890, these two groups
merged to form the National
American Woman Suffrage
Association.

NAWSA was the
number one women’s suffrage
activists group in the United
States. With infamous leaders
such as Susan B. Anthony and
Elizabeth Cady Stanton,
NAWSA paved the way for
women in congress.

For years, women
fought for what they believed
in. They wanted to vote. They
were taxed without represen-
tation.  They knew it was their
constitutional right to have
their voice heard. Through
1890 to 1918, women’s suf-
frage was front page news.
Then, the United States joined
the war against Germany, and
we entered World War I.

No one thought
NAWSA would picket a war-
time president, and they
didn’t. From then on, it was
up to a group of women in
Washington, who up until then
had been the Washington di-
vision of NAWSA, to form a
new suffrage group called the
National Woman’s Party. With
group leaders like Alice Paul
and Lucy Burns, NWP was
on the way to making history.

Alice Paul and other ac-
tivists involved with the Na-
tional Woman’s Party pick-
eted in front of the White
House holding signs demand-
ing questions such as “Mr.
President what will you do for
women’s suffrage?” and
“How long must women wait
for liberty?” The protest be-
gan Jan. 10, 1917. Between
June and August of the same
year, 218 activists were ar-
rested and charged with “ob-
structing sidewalk traffic”.

Love and the

Hallways

Every girl needs a man
who mirrors a dog. I know
how weird that sounds, but
bear with me for a moment.
Now, when I say ‘like her
dog’ I don’t mean a man
who sleeps three-fourths of
the day and has a weak
stomach, but rather a man
who shares some of the
most valued characteristics.

Since the dawn of
time, dog has been man’s
best friend. Dog waits loyaly
till man returns. Dog leaps
onto man showing affection
and love. Man will yell at
dog, dicipline dog, and even
ignore dog, but dog will
keep coming back for more.
And dog will never show
quite as much attention, love
and protection to anyone
other than man. I think it’s
womens turn!

Ladies, I know we
have dogs. Mine is a Sibe-
rian Husky, who is beautiful
and quite dirty at the mo-
ment. That isn’t what I am
saying. What I am trying to
relate here is the fact that our
men can love us as much as
our dogs do. Or can they?

Any man who reads
this, will probably be of-
fended. To the men, you call
eachother dogs all the time:
“what up dawg”, dawg
stands for a loyal and good
friend, right? Well what is
wrong with a loyal and  good
boyfriend? Have an  open
mind for a moment. Think,
when was the last time you
showed as much happiness
and affection to see your girl-
friend as your dog does
when he sees you? I’m not
saying that you should leap
onto your girl and start lick-
ing her face between class,
which now that I think of it,
you do quite often ( although
its not always a fun sight to
see in the hallways, props to
you for being more like
dogs). I would rather men
smiled or showed some
alertness when their woman
walked through the door.
Too many times guys get the
bad advice to “play it cool”.
Next time, play it like a dog.

By Jessica Moody
Hill Top Writer

With those were Alice Paul and
Lucy Burns.

While in jail, Alice Paul
went on a hunger strike. For pun-
ishment, she was force-fed raw
eggs with a tube down her throat.
Because of her bravery and oth-
ers fellowship, all of the women
in NWP of the same facility went
on a hunger strike. Paul and the
other suffragists were released.
On June 4, 1919, the U.S con-
gress approved the woman’s suf-
frage amendment and sent it to
the states for ratification.

On August 26, 1920, the
Nineteenth Amendment was rati-
fied and added to the United
States Constitution declaring
women could vote.

         My purpose for writ-
ing this article was not to give
anyone a history lesson. I know
you get enough in class. My pur-
pose was to educate the girls, and
even guys, of Leon about what
these women, these suffrage ac-
tivists, went through.

Girls, these women are the
reason you can vote. They are
our heroines. Without the brav-

ery and perseverance of those
before us where would we be
now?

 If at least one person
who didn’t know about this
movement before they read this
article learns something, I’ve
accomplished what I wanted.
I want every girl at Leon to ap-
preciate our freedoms. Appre-
ciate what our sisters before us
did. They were arrested for us,
they went to jail, and they were

Do you have an
opinion? Write a
letter to the
Editor!

force-fed raw eggs through a
tube for us. Would any of us
have had that dedication now?

They suffered abuse,
both verbal and physical, to
stand up for what they knew
was right. And now, thanks to
them, we can go to the polls,
like many did this last election,
and be heard. Well behaved
women rarely make history,
please remember that.

Come to attention! Suffrage is in session!

By Summar Chaudry
Hill Top Editor and Chief
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This year,
Valentine’s Day brings a
number of opportunities
to a variety of people.
With all the stress of the
second semester begin-
ning, spring sports start-
ing up, cramming for AP
exams and whatever else
a person here at Leon is
experiencing, it is defi-
nitely time for a day off.

Valentine’s Day
does just that. It gives
everyone a day to ex-
press what they’ve been
holding in for the time
being. The day is a much
needed release.

  Valentine’s Day
elicits, quite possibly,
one of the largest ranges
of emotions felt on a
holiday throughout the
year. For some individu-
als, Valentine’s Day may
be a reminder of a loved
one that they won’t ever
see again.

For others, it is a
celebration. It may sim-
ply be exceedingly
heightened emotions.
And, of course, it can be
a chocolate overdose.

  Some people love
the holiday, while others
feel it is simply a re-
minder that they are
single. Some singles
choose to embrace the
day as a way to express
themselves to others,
whether that is friendly
or more.

  Those with posi-
tive attitudes about the

day may use the occasion
to strike while the iron is
hot.

Couples, in gen-
eral, use the day to share
their feelings openly and
show them to anyone who
will pay attention. It is a
day for romance and for
the expression of one’s
feelings, though both of
which should be ex-
pressed daily. The emo-
tions tend to multiply on
Valentine’s Day. The day
allows for some distrac-
tion from a daily routine,
which is much needed be-
tween the winter and
spring breaks.

 “On Valentine’s Day,
I’m going to sit alone at
home watching Sixteen
Candles and chowing

down on grape soda and pop
tarts,” junior Jonathan
Wilmot said.
Sophomore  Bill Crabtree
said, “I plan on spending it
with friends and family,
maybe one girl in particular,
but I’m not sure yet.”

Though the story behind
Valentine’s Day is an allusive
one, it still contains the
magic that has been associ-
ated with the holiday since
its birth. The day itself is still
a mystery that had many pos-
sible explanations, varied
from a small fat naked man
with a bow and arrow to a
Saint from thousands of
years ago.

Although most use the
story of Valentine’s Day as an
excuse to get to go out on a

date and be pampered by the
one(s) they love, it does
play a part in the ambiance
that Valentine’s Day clearly
portrays.

“Although I’m still un-
sure about the story behind
it, Valentine’s Day seems to
be a great holiday with
people getting along.” said
Sophomore Evan Bryant.

“Valentine’s Day
rules_ It’s a wonderful ex-
cuse to be pampered by a
loved one. Although it may
suck for a single person
that doesn’t pertain to Me.”
said Senior Lauren
Wilhelm.

“I think that Valentines
Day is a fun holiday, but
maybe it puts a lot of pres-
sure on people to be in a

Valentine’s Day brings hope of love to many
By: Caitlin Gilmore
Hill Top Sports Editor

relationship or if they are
in a relationship to do
something extravagant.”
said Sophomore Chloe
Curran.

On Valentines it is in-
evitable for girls to expect
to be pampered and
spoiled. Every girl wants
their ‘Prince Charming’ to
treat them as though they
are the only Queen in their
eyes. It does tend to put
pressure on the guys to step
up, but hey they need a
challenge every now and
then. Every girl wants to be
appreciated especially on
this sacred day. So guys,
now is the time to make
your lady feel like just
that… a lady! And for
those of you single fel-
lows, go find yourself that
special someone you’ve
been crushing on and spoil
her!

And girls this holiday
doesn’t entirely exclude
you from exerting some
effort. Your boyfriend or
guy interest probably spent
time and effort into mak-
ing this day to be exactly
what you wanted it to be,
so sit back and enjoy it!
For those gals who happen
to be single... use the day
to have that girls night out
or movie night you’ve been
waiting for.

“I’m hoping for a
bunch of pretty flowers and
lots of lovin’ from my ab-
solutely wonderful boy-
friend, Brooks Betts!” said
Wilhelm.

Freedom of speech?
Yes. Freedom of assembly?
Yes. Freedom of choice?
Maybe not.

Until recently, students
and their parents had the
flexibility to choose the
school that they wanted to
attend. But now, as the re-
sult of a passed recommen-
dation by the Magnet Com-
mittee the Leon County

Low ranking schools lead to an imbalance in the school system
By: Erin Carney
Special to The Hill Top

School Board virtually elimi-
nated the school choice pro-
gram.

Gone are the rights of
parents to choose the school
they feel will be a better learn-
ing atmosphere for their child
and even minor things such as
a convenient way for a par-
ent to drop off and pick up
their child from or on their
way to work.

But is that really the rea-
son behind the change in
policy?

Not when you have hun-
dreds of students transferring
their zoned schools for a school
they feel they can get a better
education.

When you have a choice to
attend a school that is ranked
much higher than the school you
are zoned for you don’t have to
be a rocket scientist to conclud
e that the higher rank school will
provide a better chance at a qual-
ity education.

So many students are try-
ing to attend the higher ranked

schools (such as Leon and
Chiles) that they leave some
low ranked schools with a
massive number of students
trying to transfer. Thus ending
in some classrooms filled to
capacity while others are al-
most left empty.

Some members on the
Magnet Committee are con-
vinced that the only way a stu-
dent can be transferred is if they
have letters from schools invit-
ing them to participate in an
activity (such as AP or IB pro-

grams) or if the student is a
senior or a junior and works
within the school zone they
choose.

But local students and
some parents still say that it is
unfair for their child to be in a
situation where they don’t
have the equal chance to learn
at the same pace as other stu-
dents who attend “A” schools.

I personally  think the
answer  is not to force the stu-
dent to attend the lower
ranked schools.
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Virtual High School: An Alternative for Students
Florida Virtual High
School (FLVS) is an
accredited high school
that offers courses for
students. These courses
can help students with
graduation requirment,
offers courses not offered
at Leon,and can resolve
schedule conflicts.

By Carolina Escalera
Hill Top Writer

Technology has become
a very big part of the new gen-
eration. Many students in high
school regularly use a com-
puter and usually have some
affiliation with technology.
School has also stepped up to
the plate by combining tech-
nology in education with the
Florida Virtual High School
(FLVS).

FLVS is a state-
funded school established in
1997 that serves students in
grades 8th - 12th. The school
offers courses delivered over
the Internet to students from
Florida public schools, home-
schoolers and students from
other states and countries.
FLVS is not intended to re-
place public schools; public
school students taking courses
through FLVS receive diplo-
mas through their local school
district and participate in
FLVS on a course-by-course
basis. Courses are free to
Florida students.

The purpose of FLVS is
to provide students with addi-
tional opportunities that may
not be available otherwise.
Their motto “Any time, any
place, any path, any pace”
emphasizes the school’s phi-
losophy.

FLVS is a good school

for students who need to make
up credits in order to gradu-
ate on schedule, need a dif-
ferent learning environment,
want to accelerate their aca-
demic program, are enrolled
in homebound/home school
educational programs, are
traveling, have scheduling con-
flicts, want to take a course(s)
not offered at their school of
enrollment.

FLVS will offer more
than 80 courses during the
2004-05 school year, includ-
ing honors courses and 11
Advanced Placement (AP®)
courses. FLVS course grades
are accepted for credit and are
transferable.

For students taking
FLVS Advanced Placement
courses, the public school will
be responsible for ordering,
paying for, and administering
Advanced Placement exams in
accordance with The College
Board guidelines.

As per Florida Statute
1002.20, students may not be
denied access to FLVS as an
educational option for their
academic pursuits.  Just cause
for denying a student the abil-
ity to enroll in an FLVS course
does exist if the student’s de-
sired course is not an appro-
priate placement based on
course prerequisites, grade
level or age appropriateness of

the student, or if the student
requires academic interven-
tions not provided by FLVS.

After receiving ap-
proval from the school and
submitting all the necessary
requirements (flvs.net Regis-
tration Instructions), a student
is able to begin their class.
When a student begins a
course, they usually get a call
from their teacher. After get-
ting accustomed to the class
environment, the student
chooses at which pace they
want to complete the course.
Most student’s choose tradi-
tional, however, it is possible
to get ahead with your assign-
ments. According to the
FLVS.net, many students end
up completing the course
ahead of time. If a student
cannot get accustomed to the
new class environment, there
is a 28-day policy. During this
time, a student may choose to
drop the class without receiv-
ing a failing grade. When a stu-
dent completes the course,
their grade is sent to their high
school and put on their tran-
script.

According to the Stu-
dent Progression Plan, Policy
4.15 High School section
#13, “All course grades shall
be placed on the student’s
transcript. All credits earned
shall be credited toward

graduation requirements.”
Therefore, the public

school that the student is at-
tending, cannot deny the stu-
dent the course or credit. Also,
there is no distinction made on
the transcript that indicates the
class was taken online.

According to flvs.net, as
a virtual school, one of the
school’s strengths is its capacity
for individualization of instruc-
tion; students can move
through course material at an
accelerated, traditional or ex-
tended pace. Teachers are
also able to teach to multiple
intelligences, use multiple forms
of assessment and take advan-
tage of the interactive features
of the Internet to emphasize
real world applications of aca-
demic content. These charac-
teristics may contribute to the
school’s high course-comple-
tion rate and high student-sat-
isfaction ratings.

Debbie Adams, an
American Government teacher
for FLVS explained that FLVS
has several characteristics as
a virtual school that make it
unique. Contrary to expecta-
tions, there is a high level of in-
teraction between students
and teachers in virtual courses
and teachers are able to de-
velop relationships with indi-
vidual students. Teachers, stu-
dents and parents communi-

cate regularly through e-mail,
course chat rooms, and tele-
phone.

According to FLVS.net,
some of the advantages asso-
ciated with online courses: stu-
dents have more opportunities
to study subjects of interest in
greater depth, they have op-
portunities to interact with stu-
dents from other states and
countries, there is greater flex-
ibility in scheduling around ex-
tra-curricular activities, and
some students have less ap-
prehension about class partici-
pation in online courses. How-
ever, flvs.net also identified
potential problems associated
with online courses: some stu-
dents do not take courses se-
riously, there may be insuffi-
cient student-to-student inter-
action, teachers may not be as
able to assess student under-
standing when they cannot see
students, and efforts to build
community may take away
from instructional time.

FLVS has seen enroll-
ment grow from 77 to 8200
students in seven years. This
growth at FLVS and the in-
creasing national interest in
online instruction signify that
virtual education is not just a
fad; it is a growing movement.

Courses (Credit)

AP® Art History (1.0)

Business Sys. Tech (1.0)

Bus Software App. - PC
Support (1.0)

Web Design I (1.0)

AP® Computer Science A
(1.0)

AP® Computer Science AB
(1.0)

Computer Prog. Basic I (0.5)

Computer Prog. Basic II (0.5)

Emergent Comp. Tech. (1.0)

Web Masters (1.0)

American Studies – (English
III and American History)
(2.0)

Latin I (1.0)

Latin II (1.0)

Latin III (1.0)

Spanish I (1.0)

Spanish II (1.0)

Fitness Lifestyle Design (0.5)

Life Management Skills (0.5)

Personal Fitness (0.5)

English I/Honors (1.0)

English II/Honors (1.0)

English III/Honors (1.0)

English IV/Honors (1.0)

AP English Language (1.0)

AP English Literature (1.0)

AP Calculus AB (1.0)

Algebra I a (1.0)

Algebra I/Honors (1.0)

Algebra II/Honors (1.0)

Geometry/Honors (1.0)

Pre-Calculus (1.0)

AP Biology (1.0)

Biology/Honors (1.0)

Chemistry/Honors (1.0)

Earth Space Science/Honors
(1.0)

Marine Science/Honors (1.0)

Physics/Honors (1.0)

AP American Gov’t (0.5)

AP American History (1.0)

AP Microeconomics (0.5)

AP Macroeconomics (0.5)

American Gov’t/Honors (0.5)

American History/Honors
(1.0)

Economics/Honors (0.5)

Global Studies (1.0)

World History/Honors (1.0)

FCAT Prep – 10th Grade (0.5)

SAT Prep (0.5)
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Students participate in Horseman’s Association
This year the Leon
County Horseman’s
Association has
increased its  amount of
competitprs as well as
increased the
competitive level. The
association is gaining

By Caitlin Gillmore
Hill Top Sports Editor

Here in Tallahassee
there is a very limited popula-
tion of equestrians. In com-
parison to other Florida cities
such as Ocala, Naples and
Marianna; Tallahassee is tiny in
the horse industry. The major-
ity of riding styles here is En-
glish, while that is very impor-
tant and difficult in its own right
there are many other divisions
of the equestrian sports.

The Leon County
Horsemen’s Association
(LCHA) has been offical since
November 30, 1961. The pur-
pose of LCHA was to func-
tion as an institute of teaching
it members and guests to excell
in horsemanship and equita-
tion, to encourage interest in
riding, to encourage better

sportsmanship and horseman-
ship, to assist its members in
becoming well versed in the
science of horsemanship and
to supply amusement and en-
tertainment to its members and
guests.

Leon County
Horsemen’s Association is
Tallahassee only local horse-
back riding club that provides
a multitude of equestrian diver-
sity. The association hosts an
AQHA (American Quarter
Horse Association approved
show the first Saturday of ev-
ery month; excluding July and

December due to weather and
holidays.) These shows are
judged by professionals who
have all recieved their jusges
certificate and are experi-
enced in the ring.  LCHA
shows  include English and
Gaited events as well as Hal-
ter and Western. The follow-
ing are the events that horse-
men may enter in at a show:
There are four main divisions
in which a rider may enter:

Youth: Ages 12 and un-
der                           Junior:
Ages 13 to 18  Senior: Ages
18 and over Novice: Where

a beginning horse or rider en-
ter when they have little to no
show experience

The events are varied as
well:

Halter: Where a com-
petitor shows the horse on a
lead into the ring on foot. The
horse is judged on looks, con-
formation, and conditioning
(muscle tone/definition).

 English: Where a
competitor performs the vari-
ous elements of English riding
on horseback.

Open Jumping: A horse
and rider combo is asked to
perform jumping over various
jump obstacles set at a variety
of heights and patterns.

Open gaited: A horse
that is of a certain breed that is
considered to have a gaited
way of movement, is asked to
perform all 4 gaits that the
breed posses and is decided
by the judge.

Western: A horse and
rider combo that is asked to
perform all 3 of the western
gaits and depending on the
judge a possible backing sec-
tion.

Trail: A horse and rider

African Americans are a big part of American history
By Kany Aziz
Hill Top Writer

Since 1926, Americans
have recognized black history,
first as Negro History Week,
the second week of February,
and later, Black History Month,
the entire month of February.
Two of the reasons that Febru-
ary was chosen to recognize
black history is because it
marks the birthday of two men
who greatly influenced the
black American population,
Frederick Douglass and
Abraham Lincoln.

It was because of Dr.
Carter G. Woodson that we
acknowledge black history to-
day. As a son of former slaves,
Woodson grew up working in
the mines and starting high
school at age 20. There he re-

alized the history text books ig-
nored the black population and
mentioned them only inferiorly.
Woodson had become deter-
mined to have his people in the
American history. He estab-
lished the Association for the
Study of Negro Life and His-
tory (now called the Associa-
tion for the Study of Afro-
American Life and History) in
1915, and a year later founded
the widely respected Journal of
Negro History.

However, even before the
black population had their own
month, they were a big part of
American history. Many inven-
tions that are used everyday
were created by the black
people of the past.

Blood Bank: Dr.
Charles Richard Drew was a
medical doctor and surgeon
who started the idea of a blood
bank and a system for the long
term preservation of blood
plasma. Dr. Drew set up and
operated the blood plasma bank
at the Presbyterian Hospital in
New York City, NY. Drew’s
project was the model for the
Red Cross’ system of blood
banks, of which he became the
first director.

Peanuts: George Wash-
ington Carver was a scientist,
educator, humanitarian, and
former slave. Carver devel-
oped hundreds of products
from peanuts, sweet potatoes,
pecans, and soybeans. Some
of those products that Carver
invented included a rubber sub-
stitute, adhesives, foodstuffs,
dyes, pigments, and many
other products.

Potato Chips: George
Crum was a Native American/
African American chef at the
Moon Lake Lodge resort in
Saratoga Springs, New York,
USA. French fries were popu-
lar at the restaurant and one
day a diner complained that the
fries were too thick. Although
Crum made a thinner batch,
the customer was sill unsatis-
fied. Crum finally made fries
that were too thin to eat with a
fork, hoping to annoy the ex-
tremely fussy customer. The
customer, surprisingly enough,
was happy - and potato chips
were invented in 1853.

Drop Mailbox: The
street letter drop mailbox with
a hinged door that closed to pro-
tect the mail was invented by
Philip B. Downing. Downing,

an African-American inventor,
patented his new device on
October 27, 1891.

Gas Mask: Garrett Mor-
gan, an inventor, used his gas
mask to rescue miners who
were trapped underground in a
noxious mine. Soon after, Mor-
gan was asked to produce gas
masks for the US Army. He
also was the first to patent the
Traffic Signal.

Folding Cabinet Bed:
Sarah E. Goode was a business
woman and inventor who in-
vented the folding cabinet bed,
a space-saver that folded up
against the wall into a cabinet.
When folded up, it could be
used as a desk, complete with
compartments for stationery
and writing supplies.

Carbon Filament:
Lewis Howard Latimer was an
inventor who was a member of
Thomas Edison’s research
team, which was called
“Edison’s Pioneers.” Latimer
improved the newly-invented
incandescent light bulb by in-
venting a carbon filament.

Cosmetic Products:
Sarah Breedlove, who later
changed her name to Madame
C. J. Walker, developed many

beauty and hair care products
that were extremely popular.
Madame Walker started her
cosmetics business in 1905.
Her first product was a scalp
treatment that used petroleum
and a hot comb and later in-
vented a system for straight-
ening hair. Walker soon added
a hair-growing ointment and
other cosmetic products to her
line. All of her products were
very successful.

From this selected list of
items, it is plain to see that early
African Americans had indeed
made their impression in
American history. February,
Black History Month, reminds
people to acknowledge this
fact.

combo that is asked to per-
form a pattern of obstacles
that is decided by the judge,
consisting of jog poles, a trail
walk, a gate, a slicker and side
passes.

Horsemanship: A horse
and rider combo is asked to
perform a pattern that can
greatly range from what the
judge decides.

Points are earned from
the placing a competitor re-
ceives and are collected at the
end of the season for a mem-
ber to receive an award. Here
at Leon we have many stu-
dents involved in the showing
aspect of LCHA as well some
who are members of the as-
sociation. Some of the students
here at Leon have received
the following awards:

Senior Heather
Sadberry- 3rd place in Novice
Western

Sophomore Caitlin
Gillmore- Junior Western Di-
vision Champion, Junior Hal-
ter Champion, Youth Board
Leader for 2005

Freshmen Jen Johnston-
3rd Junior Western Division

Madam C.J. Walker

George Carver

Leon  students are awarded prizes for thier horsmanship.
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New fashion for spring 2005, hot off the runway
By Jessica Moody
Hill Top Writter     &
 Summar Chaudry
Hill Top Editor in Chief

If you are the kind of
person who loves the look of
vogue but can’t afford it, then
this article is for you. We
took the top fashions from
the Spring 2005 collection of
designers and found the same
look in Tallahassee, for less.

The year 2004, to the
Chinese it was the year of the
monkey, but to many Ameri-
cans, they viewed this monkey
like Dustin Hoffman in “Out-
break”; to them it was a sign
of the downfall of mankind.

First of all, the election
was biggest annoyance of the
year.  I think i hated it more
than the last one because it felt

A reflection on the passed year
By Drew Carroll
Hill Top Writer

like “We are the World” all
over again;  worthless and su-
perfluous stars flexing their
“voice” to make a change.

 Both candidates had
people i hate backing them up
with their awful presence.  The
“J2” team had John (Cougar)
Mellencamp, while  the “W”
camp had John Travolta.
Mellencamp’s only accom-
plishment in life was a
handclap, while the high point
of Travolta’s career was get-

ting blown away by Bruce
Willis.  There’s nothing that
can change who is president,
get over it.  Unless of course

you love Nader, in that case,
carry on.

You would be reading
a more pop culture based year
wrap up, if VH1 didn’t kill that
idea. I’m sorry, but what was
once Video Hits 1 has fallen
to a quality level just above
“E.”

Sure, “I Love the 80’s”
was hilarious and entertaining,
but its entertainment value re-
lied heavily upon it being
something out of the ordinary.

“I love the 90s” is the prime
example of jumping the shark,
but unlike Arthur Fonzerelli,
VH1 is actually getting away
with it.

 I would advise you to
turn off your television, but you
wouldn’t listen anyways.  So
just carry on leading your
pointless life, because if igno-
rance is bliss, then you must
be in euphoria.  For 2005 will
probably be no different, it will
be just a nother year to regret.

This is our look from Parisians is a
total coast of $100. Skirt: $38 Blazer:
$42 Necklace: $30

This look is from
the Ralph Lauren
spring 2005
runway.

This look   is  from
Spring Fashion
Week 2005 by
Ralph Lauren.

Our look from Parisians is a total
coat of $140.
Blazer: $38  Capri: $20 Belt: $34
Pearls: $18 Other Necklace: $30

This look is from
Fashion Week
2005 off of the
Michael Kors
runway.

This is our look  from Parisians is a
total coast of $102        Skirt: $38
Shirt:$20 Necklace:$20 Glasses: $24

This look from
Spring fashion
Week 2005 off the
Marc Jacobs
runway.

This is our look from Parisians is a
total coast of $178
Shirt: $20 Tank: $58 Skirt: $100

This look is by
Kenneth Cole off of
the spring 2005
runway from fashion
week in New York.

Our look from
Parisians with a total
of $134      Skirt: $38
Top:$40 Belt:$32
Necklace:$24
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Students  to  take  f i r s t  rev i sed  SAT in  March
By Emily Woodruff
Hill Top Features Editor

Previous SAT

MATH

Time:75 minutes:
Two 30-min sections; one 15-
minute section

Content: Mult-Choice Items,
Student  Responses,
Quantitative Comparisons

Measuring: Number and
Operations, Algebra I and
Functions Geometry; Statistics,
Probability, and Data Analysis.

Score: 200-800

VERBAL

Time: 75 minutes
Two 30-minute sections; one 15-
minute section

Content: Sentence Completions,
Passage-Based Reading, Analogies

Measuring: Extended Reasoning,
Literal Comprehension,
Vocabulary in Context

Score: 200-800

New SAT

MATH

Time: 70 minutes
Two 25-minute sections; one 20-
minute section.

Content: Multiple-Choice Items,
Student-Produced Responses

Measuring: Number and
Operations, Algebra I,  Algebra
II, and Functions Geometry;
Statistics, Probability,and  Data
Analysis.

Score: 200-800

CRITICAL READING

Time: 70 minutes
Two 25-minute sections; one 20-
minute section.

Content: Sentence Completions,
Passage-Based Reading

Measuring: Extended Reasoning,
Literal Comprehension,
Vocabulary in Context

Score: 200-800

New music of 2005 expected to dismiss 2004’s noise

As the new year gets into
full swing, many highly antici-
pated albums are being re-
leased. Noteworthy artists are
providing fresh breaths to the
2004 music scene, which was
polluted by artists with little
talent.

Weezer’s long-awaited
follow-up to their 2002 re-
lease, Maladroit, which in-
cluded the singles “Keep
Fishin’” and “Dope Nose,” is
expected this year.

Beck’s new album is also
expected to be released early
this year; his last album, Sea
Change, took on a more in-
trospective and somber theme,
leaving many fans wondering
what is in store for the next al-
bum. On his new album, he
has collaborated with Jack
White of The White Stripes.
His creative forces and versa-
tility have been demonstrated
in his previous five albums, so
check out the new one.

The Flaming Lips, a psy-
chedelic pop group, received

critical acclaim for 2002’s
Yoshimi Battles the Pink Ro-
bots. Their next album, At
War with the Mystics, is ap-
proaching release. “We’ve
been using more computers
and gadgets, but trying to
make them sound more or-
ganic and less electronic,” said
frontman Wayne Coyne.

Bright Eyes just released
two new albums on January
25. The first of which, I’m
Wide Awake It’s Morning, is
mainly composed the melan-
choly folk that he is famous for.
This is not to say it’s com-

pletely mellow; the album also
includes its fair share of up-
beat songs. The second al-
bum, Digital Ash in a Digi-
tal Urn, is, well, for a lack of
better words, much more
“digital.” It deviates from his
typical style of music and is
layered much more than his
other bare bones works. Both
are receiving significant praise;
these two albums seem to be
well worth checking out.
Cdnow.com is also running a
special where both albums can
be purchased for $17.98.

Magnolia Electric Co.,

formerly known as Songs:
Ohia, recently released Trials
& Errors, which is a live re-
cording oof a show in Brus-
sels. They’re a rock/alt-coun-
try (alternative country) band
that can actually play guitar in
an age of musical emptiness.
Wilco fans will fall instantly for
this band. The lyrics are pow-
erful, moving, and unique. This
album is in limited production,
so grab a copy while it is still
available.

Having a craving for
some quirky, upbeat indie
pop? The Fiery Furnaces fol-
low-up to 2004’s Blueberry
Boat will cure that. It is an EP
named, well, EP. Go figure. It
is a collection of 10 B-sides
from previous albums lasting
more than 40 minutes; at this
length, it’s about as long as
many bands albums, so buy-
ing it at an EP’s price is a deal.
This is a must have for fans of
the indie scene.

One of Ireland’s biggest
bands, The Frames, have fi-
nally reached the U.S., and
due to their relentless touring,
they are gaining more recog-
nition. They are battling for

notoriety here and have the
drive to succeed. They re-
cently released Burn the Maps,
which was produced by Steve
Albini. Steve Albini produced
Nirvana’s In Utero, several
Pixies’ albums, Low, and many
other notable bands. I expect
to hear more from this band in
the future.

Greg Weeks, who for-
merly played with the group
Esper, brings medical condi-
tions to his acoustic folk-like
music. He suffers from tendini-
tis and carpal tunnel inflamma-
tions, yet he still manages to
play guitar. His new album,
Blood is Trouble, often focuses
on the problems our physical
bodies place on us; this is not
too surprising given his health
conditions. Elliott Smith fans
should definitely explore Greg
Week’s music.

This is just a short of list
of the many albums due for
release this year. Do some in-
dependent research; check out
small records labels; listen to
college radio, and you are
bound to find much more qual-
ity music this year.

By Cameron Foltz
Hill Top Writer

WRITING (new)

Time: 60 minutes: 35-minute  multiple choice; 25-minute essay

Content: Multiple-Choice: Identifying Errors, Improving Sentences
and Paragraphs

Student-Written Essay: Effectively Communicate a Viewpoint,
Defining and Supporting a Position

Score: 200-800
Multiple Choice Subscore: 20-80
Writing Subscore: 2-12

    The class of 2006 and
beyond thought they had it
rough when they were the first
to inaugurate the FCAT sci-
ence test.  But as they begin to
look into the SAT test for fu-
ture college endeavors, an-
other hardship comes their
way.  A new SAT, complete
with a whole new writing sec-
tion will be administered for the
first time March 12.  The new
SAT also includes revised math
and verbal (now known as
“Critical Reading”) sections.

The math section has
been changed to include not
just basic algebra and geom-
etry courses, but third-year
college preparatory classes,
such as trigonometry and sta-
tistics.  The quantative com-
parisons of the former SAT
have been eliminated.

The Critical Reading sec-
tion has remained similar to the
former verbal section, with the
exception of an elimination of
those tricky analogies and the
addition of shorter reading pas-
sages along with the already-
existing long ones.

However, students will
find these alterations some-

what minor compared to the
addition of the entirely new
writing section.  The general
subject matter seems to be
similar to the SAT II writing
subject test, which is now no
longer offered.  Students will
be required to write an essay
in 25 minutes on rather broad
topics, relying on their own ex-
periences and observations,
current events, literature, other
works of art, sports, technol-
ogy - really a variety of sub-
jects.

 Some protest that even
with such a broad selection of
subjects to choose from, it is
difficult to write a polished es-
say in 25 minutes.  The two
readers scoring the essay, con-
sisting of trained college or high
school teachers with at least
three years of teaching expe-
rience, understand this, so the
essay will be graded as a first
draft.  Neither of the graders
will know the other’s given
score.  An additional 50 min-
utes has been added to the
length of the SAT to account
for the writing section, bring-
ing the total length to three
hours and 45 minutes.

One question many are
asking is why the SAT is
changing.  If a college wants

to evaluate the writing skills of
a student, a writing subject test
on the SAT II existed for that
purpose.  However, the mak-
ers of the test feel differently.
The collegeboard website
states,

“The new SAT will im-
prove the alignment of the test
with current curriculum and
institutional practices in high
school and college. By includ-
ing a third measure of skills,
writing, the new SAT will re-
inforce the importance of
writing throughout a student’s
education and will help col-
leges make better admissions
and placement decisions.”

For juniors who have
already taken the SAT and
feel their Saturday mornings
were wasted, fear not.  Many
colleges are accepting old
SAT scores for the 2006 ad-
mission year, such as FSU.
However, the writing section
is still required.  A few are not.
University of Florida, for ex-
ample, is only accepting
scores from the new SAT.

For a complete list of
which colleges are accepting
what scores, visit:

http://testprep.princeton
review.com/documents/
WhoWantsWhatTest.pdf
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By Alexandra Curran
Hill Top News Editor

     The Oscars are prob-
ably the most famous entertain-
ment awards in the U.S. It is
the event of the year for those
rare individuals, the movie
stars. The publicity surrounding
this event is rivals that of the
presidential elections, which
goes to show how Americans
value their movies as a form of
entertainment and also value
the people lucky enough and
talented enough to star in these
films. Out of all the films re-
leased in the year 2004, only a
select few will win.

     The Academy Awards
(another well known name for
the Oscars) have been held
every year around January and
February since 1929. All the
voting is done on secret ballots
and is counted in the
PricewatershouseCoopers
building (it is really one word).
The nominations and winners
for the awards are voted on by
a committee of members. Se-
crecy is a serious part of the
Oscars and the winners are not
announced to the general pub-
lic and even the participants
until the show.

     The 77th annual Acad-
emy Awards will be held on

Oscar Nominees

Performance by an Actor in
a Leading Role

Don Cheadle in HOTEL
RWANDA
Johnny Depp in FINDING
NEVERLAND (
Leonardo DiCaprio in THE
AVIATOR
Clint Eastwood in
MILLION DOLLAR
BABY
Jamie Foxx in RAY

Performance by an Actor in
a Supporting Role

Alan Alda in THE
AVIATOR
Thomas Haden Church in
SIDEWAYS
Jamie Foxx in
COLLATERAL, (
Morgan Freeman in
MILLION DOLLAR
BABY
Clive Owen in CLOSER

Performance by an Actress
in a Leading Role

Annette Bening in BEING
JULIA
Catalina Sandino Moreno in
MARIA FULL OF
GRACE
Imelda Staunton in VERA
DRAKE
Hilary Swank in MILLION
DOLLAR BABY
Kate Winslet in ETERNAL
SUNSHINE OF THE
SPOTLESS MIND

Performance by an Actress
in a Supporting Role

Cate Blanchett in THE
AVIATOR
Laura Linney in KINSEY
Virginia Madsen in
SIDEWAYS
Sophie Okonedo in HOTEL
RWANDA
Natalie Portman in CLOSER

Animated Feature Film of
the Year

THE INCREDIBLES
SHARK TALE
SHREK 2

Achievement in Art
Direction

THE AVIATOR
FINDING NEVERLAND
LEMONY SNICKET’S A
SERIES OF
UNFORTUNATE EVENTS
THE PHANTOM OF THE
OPERA
A VERY LONG
ENGAGEMENT

Achievement in
Cinematography

THE AVIATOR
HOUSE OF FLYING
DAGGERS
THE PASSION OF THE
CHRIST
THE PHANTOM OF THE
OPERA (
A VERY LONG
ENGAGEMENT

Achievement in Costume
Design

THE AVIATOR
FINDING NEVERLAND (
LEMONY SNICKET’S A
SERIES OF
UNFORTUNATE EVENTS
RAY
TROY

Achievement in Directing

THE AVIATOR
MILLION DOLLAR
BABY
RAY
SIDEWAYS
VERA DRAKE

Documentary Feature

BORN INTO BROTHELS
THE STORY OF THE
WEEPING CAMEL
.SUPER SIZE ME
TUPAC: RESURRECTION
TWIST OF FAITH

Documentary Short Subject

AUTISM IS A WORLD
THE CHILDREN OF
LENINGRADSKY
HARDWOOD
MIGHTY TIMES: THE
CHILDREN’S MARCH
SISTER ROSE’S PASSION

And the nominees are...

The Spirit of Leon High
School is found in the
steps of this essential
and successful entitity.

By Drew Carroll
Hill Top Writer

The Leon dance team
is one of the few competitive
groups that have consistently
produced awards.  No other
school in Tallahassee has such
a legacy of excellence in
dance.  For when you put the
words Leon and dance to-
gether in a sentence, greatness
comes to mind.

Many members of the
team have been dancing for
years, and to them it’s thera-
peutic.

“I’ve been dancing for
about 14 years now and I love
it. It’s one of those things that
I have always had a passion
for and every time I dance I
feel great. Elated,” says senior
Catherine Melton.

And it’s not just the
dancers who have the passion

for the team.  Their sponsor,
and the assistant principal of
student discipline, Ms. Pat
Weaver, is just as enthused.

“Being the sponsor gives
me a chance to show the stu-
dents the other side of Pat
Weaver.  It also gives me a
chance to relax and have fun.”

It’s amazing to think
they still have the ability to en-
joy themselves after all the
stress and pain that comes
along with the territory.  Due
to National competition they
have practices twice a day,
from 3 to 5 every afternoon
and then from 8:30 to 10 at
night.

For Nationals, they
are preparing two dances, one
which will be a hip-hop dance,
and then another which is set
to the Seattle sludge of Pearl
Jam’s “Jeremy.”

The dances this team
performs are not just flashy
dances in even flashier
spandex.  Take for example the
dance for “Jeremy.” In this
number they show the accep-

tance of someone who is dif-
ferent, through a combination
of dramatic steps and se-
quences.

“It’s a lot of work but
it’s all worth the pay off.  Its
great to feel like you’ve ac-
complished something, and
you have something to be
proud about,” says freshman
Kasey Carroll.

That pay off is some-

thing they’re willing to risk the
welfare of their bodies for; they
are just that dedicated.  Al-
ready, there has been count-
less sprained ankles, and in the
case of sophomore Stephanie
Dick, a broken foot.

Whoever said dance
was easy is dead wrong.  With
this level of risk and the dedi-
cation required it takes to fin-
ish each year, one might equate

continued on page 12

 The Leonnettes save the day.

it with football, or any other
arduous athletic activity.

The Leon dance team is
truly the “spirit” of this school.
They provide a form of enter-
tainment that’s more than just
an amusement; it’s a powerful
and arduous art.  They may
not change the world anytime
soon, but they’re making it a
better place, one dance at a
time.

The spirit of Leon is in the dance

February 27, 2005, and will be
televised live by the ABC tele-
vision network beginning at 5
p.m. (P.S.T). This years Oscars
will be hosted by comedian
Chris Rock in the Kodak The-
ater. The hilarious Billie Crys-
tal hosted the awards last year.
Rock will have a hard time top-
ping Crystal’s comedic perfor-
mance, but will probably do just
as well.

“...Chris Rock brings a
little more pizzazz to the stage
than Crystal,” said junior
Michael Travis.

     Last year, the selec-
tions for the awards were in-
credibly mundane and unimagi-
native. The Lord of the Rings:
The Return of the King came
away with eleven of the awards
including Best Picture.

“Just goes to show how
much movies sucked [that year
because] only one movie won
...,” said senior Meagan Scott.

  The real crime was that
all of the nominated films were
based on books except for Lost
in Translation. The Oscar
members should have made up
another award and give it to
them for the only creative
storytelling of all the nominees.
This year’s nominees will hope-
fully have better luck in the cre-
ative department.



.

February Page 9

By Tom Postma
Hill Top Guest Writer

With the departure of
a large group of seniors,
the Leon baseball team is
looking for a young team
to play like a club of veter-
ans.

Brian Massey, Billy
Hessman, Austin Zorn, De-
von Faxon, Kyle Mamatey,
Kevin Seymour, Frankie
Douglas, David Dawkins,
and Marcus Orr were
among the bunch of seniors
that graduated last year.
Last year’s squad finished
the season with a 16-14
record, which this year’s
team is hoping to surpass.

After talking to coach
Aaron Clark, this year’s
team will be working hard
to accomplish its goals.

“As  always we would
like to be state champions
and to do what we have to
do to be city, district, and

regional champions,”
Clark said.

The team has few se-
niors left from last year’s
team, and they would love
a successful season. “It’s
all about the ring, that’s
what everybody is after,”
senior outfielder Forrest
Hahn said.

“The schedule is in
our favor because other
teams lost key players, and
we still have talent,” said
senior first baseman Ryan
Buck and senior pitcher
Todd Stannard.

The Lions will play in
many big events,  includ-
ing a pre-season classic in
Clermont, Florida, and
play two nationally ranked
teams and a tournament
against state teams at Lin-
coln High School over
spring break.

“Key rivals this year
will be the teams from
around the city and in our

district,” Clark said.
In addition to the new

senior leadership, Coach
Barney Myers, the former
Madison County head
coach, brings a lot of ex-
perience and success to
the baseball program.

Ready, Set... Lift!
By Ally Dye
Hill Top Guest Writer

A relativley new sport
here at Leon catching people’s
attention may be the girls’
weightlifting team. With twelve
girls on the team, they blew
through their first year.

The boys’ and girls’
weightlifting teams are not con-
nected. Boys’ weightlifting is a
spring sport, while girls’
weightlifing is in the winter.

The girls’ weightlifting
team is mostly softball players
and seniors who play dual
sports.

With only four meets this
year, the girls team holds a 4-
1 record, challenging more
than one school per meet. Next
year, they should have around
eight meets.

Leon is not the only high
school which has added
weightlifting to its girls’ athletic
program in this area. Chiles,
Lincoln and Rickards have
added teams, as well.

“At the Wakulla meet ,
things are taken very seriously.
There were about a million
spectators,” junior Lelia

Wakulla has over 40 girls
on  its team.

Some of the girl lifters
include seniors Annie Myers,
Sarah Cox, Karae Fassig,
Amanda Davis and Allision
Davis.

“Weightlifting  is laid back
and we’re having a lot of fun,”
Coach Wendy Jones said.

While the girls team is
ending its season, the boys are
just begginning theirs.

Leading the boys team
are seniors  Rod Jenkins and
Gavin Grigg. The boys team
consists of mostly football
players. The boys will have
between 20 and 30 lifters.

Along with practiceing
every day after school, there
is also a weightlifting class,
where the lifters can practice.

“Our main goal is  to sim-
ply get stronger...” assistant
Coach Jeff Martin said.

The lifters do the clean-
and-jerk;  where the bar is
picked  directly off the ground.
They also have the bench
where a lifter is laid flat on its
back and the bar is lifted off
its chest.

“Weightlifting is hard
work and it’s not meant for
everybody. It helps with foot-
ball and also helps keeps me
in good shape,” junior Sam
Pitts said.

The boys’ biggest rivals
this year are Lincoln and
Chiles. They will  attend many
meets this year, including the
city championships in Talco,
The Cougar International, the
district meet and others.

“We are all excited
about him being here,” said
Clark.

 This year’s team will
do as past teams have, rely
on their pitching and their
defense.

“Our defense and

Baseball  faces a  rebuilding season

Mattimore said.

pitching are definitely our
strongest  points,” Hahn
said. “We will definitely be
working on our hitting We
can’t wait for the season.”
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The Leon High School
Track and Field team has high
hopes for the coming 2005
season.

The season goals include
getting to Districts, becoming
a District Champion, and
having five to ten runners make
it to state, according to Boy’s
Track Coach Everett Blakely.
Last year, Leon’s Relay Team
placed seventh at the state
meet.

Blakely has many
returning athletes he expects to
be assets to this year’s team.
Justin Terry for the 400 meter
dash, Richard Dolly for the 4
x 400 meter relay and Rod
Jenkins for the discus. Blakely
also expects big things from
Corean O’neal for the 100
meter dash. Michael Fahey,
according to Blakely, has the
possibility of being the number
one discus thrower in the city
and Phillip Ashley is the top
hurdler on the team.

Blakely also said that the
team has premiere 800 meter
runners, though graduated
senior Mario Owens, who

After a “rocky” 14-12
season last year, Coach
Wendy Jones and the var-
sity softball team are hop-
ing for a chance at playoffs
with the help of their seven
returning seniors and
Chelsea Ashmore’s right
arm.

Although Ashmore is
only a junior, she seems
ready to take over for
Meghan Cox and Chelsea
Horn, last year’s senior
pitchers.

“It’s kind of, well, a lot
of pressure,” Ashmore
said. “But I feel I can do it.”

Ashmore has played
third base and back-up
pitcher on varsity since her
freshman year, but has been
on the softball field since
age five.

“She has a lot of ex-
perience and this year it’ll
show because she’ll be
number one a lot more,”

Jones said.
Jones is expecting a

lot more wins this season
along with a trip to the
playoffs.

This is her seventh
year coaching at Leon as
the head coach with three
trips to the State Champi-
onship’s Final Four and a
coaching record of 142-
32.

With practices al-
ready in full speed, Jones
is seeing her team’s poten-
tial.

“I feel that we’re go-
ing to go as far as we want
to go,” Jones said.

Keeping with the legacy
By: Elizabeth Nelson
Hill Top Guest Writer

A change for the better
By Danielle Spisso
Hill Top Guest Writer

FINE LITERATURE  - “# 3” - By Drew Carroll and Trevor Faulkner

holds more than one school
record, will be hard to replace.

Chiles and Lincoln are the
teams Leon will be looking out
for this season. Leon was a

runner up to
both schools
in Districts
last year.

S o
come out
and support
both our
Varsity and
JV Lady
L i o n s .
Their first
g a m e ,
a g a i n s t
Madison,
will be
played at
L e o n ,
Wednesday
February
16, at 5 p.m.
and 7 p.m.

 The varsity softball team
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Boys Basketball Preparing for Districts

Leon’s boys bas-
ketball team is preparing
for its disrict tournament
on Feb.15. The team has
had an up-and-down season
but remains confident go-
ing into disricts.

The Lions have wins
over the likes of Lake
Mary in Orlando and a
100-95 victory over
Godby. In Coach Sam
Striplin’s 20 years of
coaching he has never had
a team reach 100 points
untill that night.

Leading scorer
Kevin Grayer is averaging
15 points a game and has
stepped up in crtical mo-
ments as a senior leader.
Grayer is a three-year
starter for the Lions and is
their go-to guy.

Center Griffin
Kolchakian has been a
solid inside presence who
has the ability to post up

down low as well as step
out and shoot. “Griffin has
been going through a bit of
a shooting slump, but I
know he will be ready for
districts,” Grayer said.

The team recog-
nized that the expectations
have not changed and that
they are still on track to
win districts. Leon’s dis-
trict includes local teams
Rickards, Godby, Lincoln
and Chiles. The Lions
starting five are David
Chrisman, Chris Rayom,
Kevin Grayer,  Griffin
Kolchakin and Jeremy
Moss. Coach Striplin usu-
ally only goes two deep
into the bench with Paul
Williams and Jeff Baker
contributing.

B e s i d e s
Kolchakian, Moss and
Baker, this group of guys
has been playing together
since its freshmen year.
The senior leadership is
apparent throughout much
of the roster.

Grayer also feels
that starting point gaurd
Jeremy Moss has made
big strides from last year
to this year. “Moss has run
the offense great this
year,” Grayer said. “His
speed helps him be a step
ahead of everyone else.”

Leon’s defense has
been one of the team’s
strengths this year with the
unique matchup zone. This
defense is pretty much
like your normal 2-3 or 1-
2-2 zone except each
player has his own lane that
he is responsible for.
Striplin has been preach-
ing this defense for many
years at Leon with much
success.

The Lions know
they are going to have to
be clicking on all cylin-
ders in order to win dis-
tricts. “I know this group
of guys can get it done,”
Grayer said. “We have had
bigger challenges than
this before.”

By Brad Williams
Hill Top Guest Writer

Lady Lions basketball for disricts
By Carissa Harris
Hill Top Guest Writer

With a 5-2 district
record and a 10-9 overall
record up to Jan. 28, the
Lion’s girls basketball team is
not quite where they want to
be.

During the 2003-
2004 season, .the ladies were
No.1 in the district about this
time last year with a 12-5
overall record. However, the
ladies haven’t had all their
weapons together on
phsyical and mental levels,
according to coach Adolph
Hicks. “We’re a better team
than our record shows,”
Amber Hall said.

 The ladies showed that
during  some big wins.

The Lion’s victories
over Godby and East
Gadsen were really big to the
Lions. Hicks said, year in and
year out, these teams have
been ranked and in the final
four. They are always two of
the better teams in the area.

In those big games,
senior center Shawn Goff said

that even though it took the
girls awhile to stop playing as

individuals, they eventually
came together as a team.
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Leon tennis teams take aim at state championships
By Sam Hollister
Hill Top Guest Writer

The boys and girls tennis
teams are looking to duplicate
their success of last year, in
which the boys went
undeafeated and the girls lost
only one match in the regional
finals to Ft. Walton Beach.
However, they will probably
find it a little more diffuclt this
time around.

The boys’ team, which
has never lost a match under
Coach Kevin Record’s watch,
will be without Tyler Zorn and
Grant Bisbee, who graduated
last year.

The girls, who only lost
one match last year, lost three
key players in Emily McGlynn,
Jessica Fisch and Elizabeth
Stoutamire.

McGlynn, who was
nominated for the Wendy’s
Heisman award last year, will
be missed espesially.

Record, in his third year
of coaching at Leon, still has
high expectations despite the
weakened roster.

Holly Johnson, a junior,
secures the girls’ squad which
features six newcomers. Even
with the lack of experience, she
has confidence in having an-
other succesful season.

“I think we’re going to
win regionals this year,”
Johnson said. “I don’t think
we’re going to lose a match.”

Ally Dye will be trying to
help Johnson realize that goal,
specifically in the doubles
matches.

The two teammates
were district and city champs
in doubles last year.

 David Berry, Brad Will-
iams, Armand Cognetta, An-
drew Green and Tom Postma
anchor a boys’ squad which
has taken fourth place in the
state tournament the last two
years.

“Win regionals? We have
to get there first,”  Postma said.
“We lost two seniors, so I think
we’ll still do pretty good. It’s
just going to be a lot tougher
this year.”

As the boy’s team lost
two seniors, district rival Lin-
coln picked up NFC transfer
student Drew Bailey. Bailey,
who recently signed with FSU
on a tennis scholarship, may
cause the Lions some trouble.

Leon defeated Lincoln in

LEMONY SNICKET’S A
SERIES OF
UNFORTUNATE EVENTS
THE PASSION OF THE
CHRIST
THE VILLAGE

Achievement in Music
written for Motion Pictures
(Original Song)

”Accidentally In Love” from
SHREK 2
”Al Otro Lado Del Río”
from THE MOTORCYCLE
DIARIES
”Believe” from THE
POLAR EXPRESS
”Learn To Be Lonely” from
THE PHANTOM OF THE
OPERA

”Look To Your Path(Vois
Sur Ton Chemin)” from

THE CHORUS

 Best Motion Picture of the
Year

THE AVIATOR
FINDING NEVERLAND
MILLION DOLLAR
BABY
RAY

SIDEWAYS

Animated Short Film

BIRTHDAY BOY
GOPHER BROKE
GUARD DOG
LORENZO
RYAN

Live Action Short Film

EVERYTHING IN THIS
COUNTRY MUST
LITTLE TERRORIST
7:35 IN THE MORNING
TWO CARS, ONE NIGHT

WASP

Achievement in Sound
Editing

THE INCREDIBLES
THE POLAR EXPRESS
SPIDER-MAN 2

Achievement in Sound
Mixing

THE AVIATOR
THE INCREDIBLES
THE POLAR EXPRESS
RAY
SPIDER-MAN 2

Achievement in Visual
Effects

HARRY POTTER AND
THE PRISONER OF
AZKABAN
I, ROBOT
SPIDER-MAN 2

Adapted Screenplay

BEFORE SUNSET
FINDING NEVERLAND
MILLION DOLLAR

BABY

Original Screenplay

THE AVIATOR
ETERNAL SUNSHINE OF
THE SPOTLESS MIND
HOTEL RWAND
THE INCREDIBLES
VERA DRAKE

continued from page 8

Achievement in Film Editing

THE AVIATOR
COLLATERAL
FINDING NEVERLAND
MILLION DOLLAR
BABY
RAY

Foreign Language Film of
the Year

AS IT IS IN HEAVEN
Sweden
THE CHORUS
France
DOWNFALL
Germany
THE SEA INSIDE
Spain
YESTERDAY
South Africa

Achievement in Makeup

LEMONY SNICKET’S A
SERIES OF
UNFORTUNATE EVENTS
THE PASSION OF THE
CHRIST
THE SEA INSIDE

Achievement in Music
written for Motion Pictures
(Original Score)

FINDING NEVERLAND
HARRY POTTER AND
THE PRISONER OF
AZKABAN

several close matches last
year, but Lincoln is said to be
even more competitive this
year.

Although Lincoln draws
some concern, Record is con-
fident that his Lions can still
handle the job.

“I’m really lucky here
because these kids are
extremly talented. It’s my job
to make sure that they maxi-
mize their talent,” Record
said. “I like to think of it like
you’re riding a really good
horse; it’s my job to just get it

Holly Johnson hopes to lead the girls tennis team to the
state championship in Orlando in late April.

The tennis team poses for a group shot.

around the track. It has the
potential to win every time. I
just to know when to whip it.”

Coach Record and his
Lions will start their season on
February 14 against Florida
High.
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