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 Principal Hall to Retire in November ‘05
Celebrating 85 years as the voice of  Leon.

Students to Attend School Full Day During Exams
In an effort to make up
missed school days and
meet attendance
requirements, students
will attend full days
during exam week, as
well as tacking on
additional minutes to
the end of the day.

When 2:55 p.m. rolls
around, no bells ring. Instead
of students rushing out class-
room doors, they are stuck in
their seats for another three
minutes, part of a new effort

to try and make up the time
lost during hurricane days. The
students of Leon High School,
as well as some surrounding
schools, have been retained
three minutes after their sev-
enth period should have been
officially over. But really,
what's three more minutes,
right? In three minutes, you can
accomplish…

“Nothing,” senior Eric
Shrestha said.

“At least 75 jumping
jacks,” senior Rebecca Cook
said.

"Eating a quick popsicle?
Shredding a quick lick?  Us-
ing the bathroom?  Listening
to one Forsythe song?" sug-

gested senior Mike Long.
“You can write a poem,”

former Leon graduate Jeremy
Dyckman said.

“There’s actually an as-
tounding number of things that
can be accomplished in a short
amount of time, but not in a
school environment,” senior
Emily Jenkins said.

Students have mixed
views on how wisely the last
three minutes of their school
days are being spent, but
whether they like it or not, the
three minutes are here to stay
until the end of the school year.

Schools in Leon County
have missed three days total
for hurricanes this year, and

now the business of making
them up has come to the table.
There currently is no rule re-
garding an allowance for a cer-
tain number of hurricane or
natural disaster days, but there
is a state law stating that all
public school students must
attend school 180 days or the
equivalent of 900 hours. Leon
was only scheduled to com-
plete 177 days total for this
year, leaving us three days
short. The district school
board reviewed this informa-
tion and then decided it would
be better to see if the schools
could meet the 900-hour re-
quirement. However, after
some complicated calcula-

tions, district board member
Merry Ortega found that Leon
doesn't quite measure up there
either.

"We cannot count the
optional period because not all
students take it; we can only
count the time students are sit-
ting in a classroom,” said
Ortega.

Only six periods can be
counted for each day. At that
rate, Leon school days are
running 303 minutes (five 50-
minute periods, one 53-minute
period.)

(see  Hurricane
make-up, page 7)

By Kany Aziz
Hill Top Writer

Margo Hall has been
Leon High School’s prin-
cipal for over four years.
Prior to this role, she was
a Latin teacher for 20
years. Her ready smile and
enthusiasm have always
been part of the every day
lifestyle at Leon. However,
recent gossip has led some
to believe that Mrs. Hall
will soon retire.

Since the beginning of
the school year, rumors
have been circulating that
Principal Margo Hall
might be leaving next se-
mester or when the 2004-
2005 school year is over.

Those rumors are simply
not true.

Five years ago, Hall
signed into a retirement
program called Deferred
Retirement Option Pro-
gram (DROP). In this pro-
gram, employees are al-
lowed to keep working for
another five years before
they retire. That is what
Hall chose to do. Her of-
ficial retirement date is
scheduled to be Nov. 30,
2005, which means Hall
will be around longer than
rumored.

“She will be around to
guide us through this year
and next year,” assistant
principal Jean Ferguson
said.

The many improve-
ments Hall was involved
with at Leon High School
were much needed and ap-
preciated. From the new
cafeteria extension to the
flowers and plants put
around the school, “she did
an  outstanding job,” assis-
tant principal  Rocky
Hanna said.

With Hall’s impend-
ing departure, there has
been speculation over who
the next Leon principal will
be. That decision will not
belong to Hall. The indi-
vidual who will choose the
next principal  is Leon
County Superintendent
William  J. Montford.

A comittee to find

By Emily Woodruff
Hill Top Features Editor

Principal Margo Hall

a new principal has not be-
gun as of yet and may not
ever be needed, but there
is still lots of time before
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good-byes are said. And
even when they are, it will
not be the last time we see
Mrs. Hall, for she is for-
ever a Leon Lion.
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From the skate-
boarder to the milk
drinker there is a wild
and crazy scholarship
for everyone out there.

By Carolina Escalera
Hill Top Writer

Many high school
students see college in
their future. However,
sometimes there is a big
question mark over how
to actually pay for
school.  As students stare
at the big price tag for
college, many wish there
was some scholarships
out there for them. Well,
stop looking…because
there are scholarships
out there for just about
anyone. From the duck
callers to the people that
like to drink milk and
from the short people to
the tall, there is a bright
future for almost every-
one.

Scholarships you
must earn

U n f o r t u n a t e l y,
there are some scholar-
ships that require stu-
dents to actually work.
For example, there is the
Duck® Brand Duct Tape
Stuck at Prom® Schol-
arship Contest. For this
scholarship, a couple
must attend a high school
prom wearing complete
attire or accessories
made from duct tape.
Send in a photo for a
chance to win a $2,500
scholarship for each
member of the winning
couple and a $2,500 cash
prize to the school that
hosts the prom. Other
prizes include $1,000
for second place, $500
for third, and Duck Tape
sportswear for honor-
able mention. High
school students wouldn’t
want to pass up the
chance to tape them-
selves up.

For the students that
sit around thinking about
playing space music,
there is the SPAACSE
Galaxy Music Scholar-
ship. The p u r p o s e
of this scholarship is to
“encourage talented
young musicians to pur-
sue an interest in space

Unique scholarships available for everyone
music as a means of ex-
pressing the beauty and in-
spiration of our universe.”
Winners are eligible to
receive $1,000 if they
submit 4-6 minutes of
music recorded on either
a cassette or CD.

For those students
who are artistically in-
clined, there is the Illus-
trators of the Future Con-
test.  An entry consists of
three black and white
works illustrating a sci-
ence fiction or fantasy
story with no recurring
theme. The reward is up to
$4,000.

Here is another in-
teresting scholarship, The
National Make It Yourself
with Wool competition.  It
awards $2,000 and $1,000
scholarships for knitting
wool garments. Winners
are selected based on the
appropriateness to the
contestant’s lifestyle, co-
ordination of fabric/yarn
with garment style and de-
sign, contestant’s presen-
tation, and creativity.

Specialized schol-
arships

There are many
scholarships that award
students money for what
they are interested in
studying or what they like
to do in their spare time.
For example, the Chick
and Sophie Major Memo-
rial Duck Calling Contest
awards a $1,500 scholar-
ship to the winner for be-
ing able to call a duck.
Contestants have 90 sec-
onds to use four calls
(hail, feed, comeback and
mating). The first runner-
up receives a $500 schol-
arship, the second a $300
scholarship, and the third
a $200 scholarship. This
scholarship literally
speaks for itself.

There is also a schol-
arship for the students that
like to skateboard. The
Patrick Kerr Skateboard
Scholarship awards one
$5,000 and three $1,000
scholarships to skate-
boarders who are high
school seniors with a GPA
of 2.5 or higher.

For students who en-
joy being in the kitchen
there is a special scholar-
ship that has been cooked

up just for you, The All-
American Apple Pie Recipe
Contest. The winner that has
a recipe for the “All-Ameri-
can Apple Pie,” is able to win
a $25,000 scholarship to the
Culinary Institute of
America. Second and third
prizes are $15,000 and
$10,000 scholarships.

Golf caddies also have
a chance. There are scholar-
ships from the Evans Schol-
ars Foundation, sponsored by
the Western Golf Associa-
tion and by the Francis
Ouimet Caddie Scholarship.
Visit their website for more
information at http://
www.evansscholarsfoundation.com/

Got milk? Athletes
that drink milk can also drink
up a good scholarship. The
Scholar Athlete Milk Mus-
tache of the Year (SAMMY)
Award is open to graduating
high school senior scholar
athletes. Candidates must
demonstrate excellence in
academics, athletic perfor-
mance, leadership and com-
munity service. There will be
onescholarship of $7,500
awarded to each of 25 re-
gional winners.

Scholarships for dif-
ferent shapes and sizes

For students who are
vertically challenged, don’t
fret. The folks at Little
People of America (LPA)
want to let students know
that they are willing to offer
a scholarship. LPA is a non-
profit organization that pro-
vides information and sup-
port to people of short stat-
ure and their families. The

LPA offers a scholarship
for people who are 4-foot-
10 or less. The deadline for
the LPA Scholarship is
April 1.

On the other end of
the spectrum, there is a
scholarship for tall people.
Tall Clubs International
(TCI) offers a $1,000
scholarship for women
who are at least 5-foot-10
and men who are at least 6-
foot-2.

Recently, there has
been a lot of publicity re-
garding the negative ef-
fects of obesity. However,
there is an organization that
is taking a positive look at
obesity by offering a
scholarship. The New En-
gland Chapter of the Na-
tional Association to Ad-
vance Fat Acceptance of-
fers a $500 scholarship for
high school seniors who
are obese.

Francis Ouimet Caddie
Scholarship.

http://www.ouimet.org/Pages/
Scholars.htm

The Scholar Athlete Milk
Mustache of the Year
(SAMMY) Award

http://www.whymilk.com/

Little People of America
Scholarship

http://www.lpaonline.org/
lpa_scholars.html

Tall Clubs International (TCI)
Scholarship

www.tall.org

New England Chapter of the
National Association to
Advance Fat Acceptance

http://www.necnaafa.com/

Tupperware Home Parties
PO Box 2353
Orlando, FL 32802

Duck Brand Duct Tape Stuck
at Prom Contest

http://www.stuckatprom.com/
contests/

SPAACSE Galaxy Music
Scholarship

http://www.stars4space.org/
Serrie2003.html

Illustrators of the Future
Contest
www.writersofthefuture.com

National Make It Yourself
with Wool Competition
www.fabrics.net

Chick and Sophie Major
Memorial Duck Calling
Contest

http://stuttgartarkansas.com/
contest/future.shtml

Patrick Kerr Skateboard
Scholarship

http://
www.skateboardscholarship.org/

All-American Apple Pie
Recipe Contest

http://www.ciachef.edu/
admissions/tuition/aid/
applescholar.html

Evans Scholars Foundation

http://
www.evansscholarsfoundation.com/



.

December Page 3

Holiday Hell: Horrible Gifts from the past and present
Realizing the mistakes
of humanity and
comsumerism, in hopes
of a better future.

By Drew Carroll
Hill Top Writer

 . Through my life-
time, the December air has
never failed to bring a mul-
titude of things with its
cold breeze. It brings the
Dorothy B. Oven Park
light display, my birthday
(the 15th), and, of course,
24 hours of A Christmas
Story on TV.  But along with
those familiarities, the part
of my memory  where bad
gift ideas and stampedes of
angry house wives storm-
ing Wal-Mart is awakened.
This is, of course, the dark
side of the holiday experi-
ence.

Throughout our
generation, there has been
an entire onslaught of
pointless and annoying
toys, and this vicious pro-
duction seems to show no
sign of stopping.

Remember Furbys?
When talking to senior
Yagiz Yilmaz his response
was, ̀ `If a girl wants some-
thing that annoying, she
should just get pregnant.
It’s cheaper.”  Yes, even the
pentagon raised these pets’
warning level from an an-
noyance to a threat, be-
cause they can speak a for-
eign language and have the
ability to learn.

Eventually, every-
one got fed up and realized
that Furbys were just about
as much fun as getting a
physical. So much of the
world turned to the
creatures and told them
forcefully, “U-Nye Toh-
die.”  Normal people, on
the other hand, never
learned their language
(Furbish), and just threw
them away.

The furbys took
this rejection
badly.Many of them cut
their own cables and
others just took to the
streets. It seems now all
the ones who survived
the depression can be
found with every other
washed up gift item on
Ebay.

Another great

holiday epidemic was the
cabbage patch kid, one toy
I don’t think I’ll ever under-
stand. First of all, the con-
cept is sick. A man who
probably wasn’t in the best
state of mind becomes one
with Mother Nature on one
fateful night, and awakens
to find his likeness in ev-
ery department store win-
dow in America.

Sure, they never
stated that was how the
“lovable” babies were cre-
ated, but how else could a
baby be birthed by a cab-
bage?  The last I checked,
the stork was as real as
John Travolta’s talent. I
also highly doubt a cab-
bage patch kid can be com-
pared to Jesus, making Im-
maculate Conception null
and void. So, that leaves the
only true way these “ador-
able” accidents could have
been born.

So, why did every-
one go crazy for the spawn
of some wacko and a veg-
etable? I think looking at
the time of its existence
better explains the success
of this phenomenon.

At this time,
Michael Bolton was a
metal singer.  Need I say
more? The world was ob-
viously askew.

Let’s tackle, quite
possibly, the most subver-
sive toy to hit the shelves
in history: Tickle-Me
Elmo.  The title says it all.

This seemed to be
a dream toy, straight out of
“Neverland Ranch,” and
any disgruntled house-
wife’s nightmare.  When

ever you came into contact
with  the little red guy, he
giggled in excitement.
Also adding to the fun was
the lack of diversity in
Elmo’s responses, making
this toy as clever as the kid
in your class who’s only
jokes end in “Your mom.”

This year though,
the big holiday toy for the
little girls, and some
young boys, seems to be
the best representation of
consumerism. I, of
course, am talking about
Bratz. As if having young
girls look up to people like
Britney Spears and “Xtina”
wasn’t bad enough already,
they had to go make a doll
which can’t even spell cor-
rectly.

The Bratz Pack
seems to be the most il-
logical group of toys to
ever hit the market. One of
the dolls, Yasmin, had this
to say about herself on the
back of her box, “My
friends call me “Pretty
Princess” because I rule!”
That’s funny; I thought they
called her pretty princess
because she was ugly. But
since she rules, I think I
see more clearly now.

You know, I want to
see a doll for girls that’s
“real,” one that shows
them an attainable goal as
a human being.  I like the
idea of a divorced doll that
has two children from a
guy who lacks a last name.
She’ll have such wonder-
ful places to visit, like the
“Hall of Welfare”.

Because it’s wrong
to get anyone’s hopes up

early, this toy would be
made out of the idea of sav-
ing the children from any-
more heartbreak than
they’ll already face. Isn’t it
bad enough we trick them
with Santa?

This year also
seems to be the resurrec-
tion of Tamagotchis.
Tamagotchis, if you don’t
remember, were those key
chain digital pets that you
had to digitally feed and
clean up after or it would
die.

Digital pets are
about the worst idea on the
planet, up there with

Battlefield Earth. And  ust
like that horrible movie, no
one ever finishes a
Tomagatchi, explaining
why they were discontin-
ued years ago. Hopefully,
this time kids won’t be
suckered in as easily as our
generation.

This year is no differ-
ent than the rest in our
lives, but that doesn’t mean
you have to make more
painful mistakes. So this
holiday season, make sure
to keep the garbage where
it belongs, in the dumpster,
or overseas.

 His face may look innocent, but thats what they said
about Charles Manson.
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Nirvana boxed set: With the Lights Out makes debut
On November 23, a
boxed set containing
roughly 70 rare,
previously unreleased
Nirvana songs hit the
the shelves.

By Cameron Foltz
Hill Top Writer

When Nirvana’s
Nevermind was released in
September of 1991, it swept
the music scene into a
complely different direction.
Michael Jackson’s Danger-
ous soon lost it’s number one
position to Nevermind. People
were ready for a new genre
that was soon named grunge
and Nirvana’s frontman, Kurt
Cobain, became its figurehead.

More than ten years af-
ter Kurt Cobain’s death, the
man who did not want to be
the world’s number one rock
star is still dominating music
news. Cobain,  who disputably
committed suicide in April of
1994 due to his heroin addic-
tion, left behind a well of

unreleased material when he
died. Almost 70 of these rare,
previously unreleased songs
hit shelves November 23 in a
boxed set titled With the
Lights Out.

The compilation includes
three audio CDs and one
DVD, containing demos, rare
b-sides, live tracks, and more.

Former Nirvana bass-
ist Krist Novoselic said the
boxed set includes material
from “KAOS radio [in] 1987,
BBC Peel Sessions, studio out-
takes, sessions that we did in
north Seattle, Rio de Janeiro,
In Utero outtakes, [and] live
stuff.” Novoselic also added
it contains a “Butch Vig raw
mix of ‘Teen Spirit,’ a rough
cut that’s really different.”

With the Lights Out was
originally meant to be released
in 2001 to coincide with the
ten-year anniversary of
Nevermind’s release. It was
delayed by a long court case
between Cobain’s widow –
Courtney Love – and the sur-
viving Nirvana members –

drummer Dave Grohl and
Novoselic over the track “You
Know You’re Right.”

Most fans believe “You
Know You’re Right” was an
angry ballad from Cobain di-
rected at Love. The result of
the court case was a compi-
lation of greatest hits in 2003
that included “You Know
You’re Right.”

Disc one contains early
versions of well-known tracks
like “Polly,” “About a Girl,”
and “Dive.” Unreleased
tracks, demos, and even two
Led Zeppelin covers –
“Heartbreaker” and “Moby
Dick” - are also included.

On disc two, there are
quite a few Nevermind
demos, two versions of
“Smells Like Teen Spirit,” and
some unreleased tracks. There
is even a version of “Dumb”
played live over the radio two
years before it was released
on In Utero.

Two unreleased versions
of “Rape Me,” one acoustic
and one electric, find their way

onto disc three. This disc is
ripe with unreleased In Utero
demos and other unreleased
tracks. Of these is the fore-
boding track “I Hate Myself
and I Want to Die.” The set
closes with home demos of
“Do Re Mi,” “You Know
You’re Right,” and “All Apolo-
gies.”

On the DVD, the first
nine tracks are from a 1988
rehearsal at Novoselic’s
mother’s house, and five of
these are later recorded on

The Presidents  are back,  and with a vengence
The Presidents came to
local Beta Bar to
remind us that everyone
can get behind at least
one thing with the word
president in it.

By Drew Carroll
Hill Top Writer

In a time when our nation
seems divided on its support for
our reelected head of state, its
good to see there are some
presidents everyone can get
behind.

The Presidents of the
United States of America are
back and are re-energized this
year with a new disc entitled
“Love Everybody.”

The Presidents formed
in Seattle in 1992 when long time
friends Chris Ballew and Dave
Dederer regrouped after col-
lege to start jamming seriously.
Scott McCaughey, the booking
agent for Seattle’s Crocodile
Café was the one that could be
said “discovered” the Presi-
dents.  “They had sent me a
cassette, which was really
weird, just banjo and guitar,”
recalls McCaughey.  “It

sounded like they were just
screwing around, but it was
clear they were great musi-
cians.  I immediately put them
on the bill.  The crowd loved
them.”

Things were looking
up for this power duo, but they
weren’t truly going anywhere
until one evening when a cer-
tain Jason Finn was at one of
the gigs.  He was so intrigued
by theyre songs and perfor-
mance, that afterwards he
asked if he could join the Presi-
dents as their drummer.  It was
then that the line up was com-
plete, and it wasn’t long before
they took over the air waves.

After gigging around
Seattle, and putting out a demo,
they recorded their self titled
debut album for Pop Llama
Records.   They recorded the
disc for  just $4,000.  Once it
came out something special
started to happen.  The major
labels took notice, and soon it
was released to the world on
Columbia Records.

It was that record that
made the Presidents a proud
figurehead of our country.

“That was the first cd
I ever bought,” said senior

Trevor Faulkner.  “The Presi-
dents were the first band I got
into, and I’m still listening to
them regularly to this day.”

Their success can be
credited to the times.  It was
after Kurt Cobain had passed
away, and at that point people
were getting tired of the
whole grunge movement for
the most part.  The Presidents
seem to bring a fresh sense
of fun back to the radios, and
gave people something to
smile about when they turned
on their stereos.

After conquering the
world with “Peaches” and
“Lump”, they went back and
cranked out a couple more
records.  One of which was
the extremely under appreci-
ated sophomore release “II”
which in many aspects is bet-
ter than self titled.  They then
disbanded in 1998.

Although they got
back 2 years later to record
“Freaked Out and Small,”
they never performed publicly
until now.

This seems to be the
perfect time for them to
come back.  The band re-
cently regained control over

their records and are re releas-
ing them chock full of
unreleased goodies, and of
course they have a new album
which has been generating con-
sistently good reviews.

The Presidents played
at our local Beta Bar Friday
night, and slammed through an
energetic set that reminded ev-
eryone just why they fell in love
with this band.  They played
something for everyone, includ-
ing hits from their first two

records, covers from bands that
influenced them (the Beatles)
and of course songs of the new
album.

The Presidents started
as a needle in the haystack, a
gleam of happiness caught in
the middle of a grunge storm in
Seattle.  But through their blend
of riffs of power, pop sensibili-
ties, and innocent lyrics, they
left a mark on music that is con-
tinually progressing and  grow-
ing each day.

The Presidents of the United States of America

Nirvana’s first album – Bleach.
The remaining eleven tracks in-
clude two rare tracks, the rare
video of “In Bloom,” three
Bleach tracks, two
Nevermind tracks, “Penny-
royal Tea” and covers of “Sea-
sons in the Sun” and “Jesus
Don’t Want Me For a Sun-
beam.”

The boxed set is currently
number nineteen on the bill-
boards and the number one
boxed set. It ranges from
about forty to fifty dollars de-
pending on the retailer.

The Nirvana boxeset
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By Jessica Moody
Hill Top Staff Writer

For years Leon’s
been the top dog in the
music department, cho-
rus being one of the big-
gest departments. With
seven choirs and at least
12 after school ensembles
we have a bigger chorus
department than most
performing arts schools.
Leon’s highly trained
staff of Dr. Judy Arthur
and Miss Tabitha Hall
provides the best in cho-
ral excellence. With over
330 students in chorus
alone, there is sure to be
a class for everyone.

    For freshman
girls, Girls Chorus, di-
rected by Miss Hall 2nd

period, is the perfect start
to more choral years at
Leon.  Members of Girls
Chorus work on basic
tone production and mu-
sic reading skills.

      For freshman
guys and any guy who
wants to remain in an all
men’s choir they will be
placed in Leon Men, di-
rected by Dr. Arthur.
Leon Men is 3rd period.
This class also works on
basic tone production and
music reading skills. This
is the only all men’s choir
at Leon.

For those coming
into chorus as a sopho-
more or continuing on
from being a freshman in
chorus, Concert Choral is
a great choice. Concert
Choral is directed by Miss
Hall 5th period. This is a
non-audition choir with
both men and women.
This is the first time guys
and girls will be singing
together. Concert Choral
has over 50 members.

Most members of Con-
cert Choral will go on to
audition for Capital Sing-
ers.

Opus XXVIII, 4th

period, directed by Dr.
Arthur, is a more ad-
vanced all women’s cho-
rus. Girl’s grades 10 -12
can be in Opus, but
sophomore girls must
have director permission.
Girls in Opus are there to
work on their musical
skills and because they
love to sing. Senior
Carliayn Harmon is this
year’s President of Opus
and Libby Armstrong is
the Secretary/Treasurer.
Many Opus singers will
go on to Melodears,
Madrigals, or Capital
Singers.

Melodears, di-
rected by Miss Hall, and
Madrigals, directed by Dr.
Arthur, are the next step
up from Opus or Concert
Choral. Melo’s and
Mad’s are chamber
choirs (18-22 students).
These two choirs are
well known around Leon
County from preforming
at community events.
They have performed at
events such as The Fes-
tival of Lights at Christ-
mas time, Trinity Catho-
lic Christmas Party, and
Westminster Oaks, a re-
tirement home here in
Tallahassee. These stu-
dent perform at a very
high level and are ex-
pected to be very inde-
pendent in there musical
studies. “It is an honor to
be selected for Melodears
or Madrigal Singers and
both groups have a strong
Leon tradition” said Dr
Arthur, director of 5
Leon’s choirs. Both
groups have student di-
rectors; Elizabeth Dew in
Melodears and Eric
Merlau in Madrigal Sing-
ers. Melo’s and Mad’s
can be frequently found
singing around the lion in
both the Nettles and
Main buildings on Fri-
days.

Capital Singers is

the largest Leon choir
with 60 members. Di-
rected by Dr. Arthur,
Capital Singers is the top
dog when it comes to
music at Leon. Everyone
in Capital Singers is ex-
pected to show a great
deal of dedication and
musicianship. Many
have herd Cap’s singing
around the lion on Fri-
days and members of
Cap’s singing the Na-
tional Anthem at home
Volleyball games. . RJ
Harris is the President of
Capital Singers, Laura
Richey is the Secretary/
Treasurer, Katie Corven
is the Librarian, and
Danielle Dilbeck is the
Uniform Chair.

All Leon choirs
will be participating in
concerts and choral fes-
tivals throughout the
year. Leon’s choirs, Girls
Chorus, Leon Men,
Concert Choral, Opus,
Madrigals, Melodears
and Capital Singers will
all perform at two con-
certs this year. There first
concert the infamous
“Fall Concert” was No-
vember 16th at Faith
Presbyterian Church.
Their 2nd concert will be
at Opperman Music Hall
at FSU  on April 26.

In adition to
Leon’s seven chiors,
there are many after
school groups as well.

           For
freshamn girls who are
in Girls Chorus, Vivace
is an ensamble of 10-
15 girls. Vivace meets
every monday at
8:00am. Vivace and
other choral ensambles
will preform and events
such as the Chilli
Cookoff and Desert
Delight.

For girls grades
10- 12 Cantabile is an
ensamble of about 15-
20 girls.  Everyone in
Cantabile must be in a
Leon chior. Cantabile
will also preform at the
Chilli Cookoff and
Desert Delight.

Tradition in a song: Leon’s many choirs and ensembles

Mane Event preforms at lunch concert held Friday
November 12.

 Leon is known all
around Florida for it’s
wondeful music
program. Chorus is one
of the most successful
deparments at Leon and
everyone can be a part
of the infamous fun.

An atypical class day in the chourus room.

For Leon men,
Tempo is the place to be.
Tempo is a mens
ensamble that will also
preform with Vivace and
Cantabile at the Chilli
Cookoff and Desert De-
light.

And of course the
infamous Mane
Event.Mane Event is an
all  acapella group.  They
preform at events around
town all year and have
several ‘brown bag’ lunch
concerts in the chorus
room through out the
year. They will also pre-
form at the Festival of
Lights downtown with
the other afterschool
ensambles.There will an-
other lunch concert Feb.

16 and will preform at
Desert Delight.

Leon Chorus par-
ticipates in   numerous
competitions. . All of the
choirs perform for adju-
dication at the
MusicPerformance As-
sessment held in March.
Many of the small groups
will also perform for ad-
judication at Solo/En-
semble Festival in Febru-
ary. This year State Fes-
tival is held at FSU so
several Leon groups will
likely perform at that
event.

So come and be a
part of the fun. Join a
Leon chior and hold the
tradtion strong.
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Do it yourself holiday gift and decoration ideas

By Alexandra Curran
Hill Top News Editor

As we all know, the holi-
days are a time of frantic gift
giving and decorating to get
ready for family, friends, or just
for the pleasure of seeing and
giving them yourself. For those
of us who do not have the
money to buy gifts, or just
would like to give something
more meaningful to their friend
and family, here are some ideas
for a homemade gift. You don’t
have to buy decorations to get
into the holiday spirit; you can
make them, and probably ac-
quire enough holiday spirit to
last a lifetime.

Gift Ideas
   Alright, here are some

holiday gift ideas that you can
make on your own and are
cheap. You can make jewelry,
like a necklace, a bracelet, or
earrings for you sister, mother,
or even your friends, a cinna-
mon picture frame with a pic-
ture of your choice in it, or if
you really want the gift to be
extra special, name a star af-
ter someone.

Candle Jars
(Beware of hot wax)
What you need:
Large saucepan
 Metal canning jar lid rim
 Coffee can
 Paraffin wax
 Crayons
 Paint stirrer
 Candlesticks (one for

each jar)
 Thick widemouth glass

jars
 Metal tongs
 Plastic beads
 Tacky glue

 Step 1:   Set up a double
boiler to melt the paraffin. Fill
the bottom of the saucepan
with 4 to 5 inches of water and
drop in the canning jar lid rim.
Then pack chunks of paraffin
into the coffee can, setting it on
the jar rim so that it doesn’t
directly touch the bottom of the

pot.
Step 2:  Melt the wax

over medium-high heat, care-
fully adding more chunks until
the can is about two-thirds
filled. To color the melted
wax, break half of a peeled
crayon into pieces. Add them
to the wax and slowly mix with
a paint stirrer, then turn off the
heat and let the paraffin cool
for about 10 minutes (this will
help minimize shrinkage when
the wax hardens).

Step 3:  Using a sharp knife,
cut the candlesticks 1/2 inch
shorter than the jar heights.
Now, heat the jars by running
warm water on the outsides
but not the insides (this will help
prevent cracking when you
pour in the hot wax).

Step 4:  With metal tongs, dip
the bottom of each candlestick
into the melted wax and stick
it to the inner jar bottom.
When the candlestick ends
have hardened enough to hold,
carefully pour enough wax into
the jars to cover the
candlestick tops but not the
wicks.

Step 5:  Once the candles cool
completely, you can glue
beads to the outside of the jar,
arranging them in a border
around the rim, perhaps, or
creating a multicolor pattern all
the way around.

Cinnamon Stick Pic-
ture Frame

Frame your favorite sea-
sonal sentiments with sweet-
smelling scents.

What You Need:
Pencil
Ruler
Recycled Christmas card
Scissors
Red marking pen
Paper in red and green
Cinnamon sticks
Hot-glue gun and glue

sticks
Gold cord and  Gold-

edge green ribbon

Step 1. Using a pencil
and ruler, draw a box around
the saying, leaving a border of
approximately 1/2 inch. Cut
out on the line. Outline the pa-
per with red marking pen.

Step 2. Cut a piece of

green paper 1/4 inch larger
than the saying. Cut a piece
of red paper 1 inch larger than
the green paper. Glue the
green paper on the red paper
using a glue stick. Glue the
saying on the green paper.

Step 3. Choose eight
cinnamon sticks that are longer
than the paper rectangle. Hot-
glue the cinnamon frame to-
gether with two sticks on the
top, two on the bottom, and
two on each side.

Step 4. Tie a cord from
the top corners for hanging.
Wrap the intersecting corners
with ribbon. Knot and trim
ends as desired.

Step 5. Hot-glue the
frame to the mounted paper
saying.

Treasure Box
What you need:
Small wooden box

(available at craft stores)
 Paint and brushes
 Small treasures
Time needed: Under 1

Hour

Step 1:
 Decorate the outside of

the box with paint, or any
other material that you think
may look good.

Step 2:
 Load up the box with a

variety of small trinkets and

treasures that you think are
important to your friend or
family member.

Decoration Ideas
Some really cool deco-

rations to make are wreaths,
candles and garlands. They
can bring a sense of festive
holiday cheer to your home.

Basically, all you need to
do to make candles is to buy
a candle making kit at any craft
store, or at Barnes and Noble.

To make the wreaths all
you have to do is go to a craft
store and buy and already
made, plain wreath or garland
find ribbon and other decora-
tions to put it on them.

    Probably the best
place to get the supplies you
need for your decorations are
either at JoAnn Fabrics, or at
Michaels, each of these stores
will have everything you will
need. For example if you are
making a wreath for you door
they have the basic wreath al-
ready made, and then sepa-
rate decorations to you can
pick and choose what you
want to use in your project.

 Beaded Ornaments
 What you need:
Pipe cleaners
Transparent craft beads

(5-10 millimeter diameters)
Time needed: Under I

hour

Step 1:
 Bend an end of a pipe

cleaner into a 90-degree
angle. Then you thread on
beads from the opposite end,
stopping a half inch from the
tip.

Step 2:
 Twist together the two

ends, and the strand is ready
to shape into a star, a candy
cane, or another festive object.

Variations:
Twist together the ends

of two pipe cleaners for a
longer strand, or attach short
beaded lengths to add a striker
to a bell or holly berries to a
wreath.

Garlands
What you need:
String
Thread
Anything you want to

sting threw.
Examples: popcorn,

candy, beads etc...

Step 1. Take a piece of
thread and string it through a
needle.

Step 2. Take your mate-
rial that you want, and string it
onto the neddle, and then onto
the thread.

  Step 3. When you are
done, tie the end of the thread
in a triple knot and put it onto
the tree.

If you do not have any
money, or just want to
give that special
someone a holiday gift
that you made yourself,
here are some ideas.
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(Making up
Hurricanes
cont’ from page one)

303 minutes at 177 days
only equals  893.85 hours  --
approximately 6 hours short of
the 900 hours required.  Lin-
coln, Leon, and Chiles are the
only schools that are under
900, so at Lincoln and Leon
three minutes were added to
the end of the day, and Chiles
added one minute to their
schedule.

“We decided to try and
fit it in with a few extra min-
utes instead of full days,” said
Ortega.

This three-minute addi-
tion to our day seems to have
solved the problem well
enough, right? Wrong. The
Leon County school board got
a ruling from the District Of-
fice of Education after putting
this plan into action that the six
early release days during exam
weeks cannot be counted at
306 minutes. The law that al-
lows early release days has
been taken out and only four
hours can be counted for each
of those days.

What all of this really
comes down to is that Leon

was then at 896.10 hours --
four short of the one hundred.

So the school board had
to come up with an additional
plan. Rather than taking away
our three remaining teacher
planning days as has been done
in the past, taking three days
off of our Winter Holiday or
Spring Break, or adding three
extra days at the end of the
school term, this year students
will not be going home early
after exams.

“Because of the buses,
we could not extend the school
day any longer or we would
interfere with the elementary
and middle school bus sched-
ules. The easiest solution was
to go back to full days on four
of the early release days for
the year,” said Ortega.

The schedule for the
exam days goes as follows:
Tuesday will begin the exam
process at 7:30 AM for those
ambitious students who have
a first period.  The rest of the
day will begin at 9:30, with
shortened classes until fourth
period.  Wednesday begins the
true exam grind for most stu-
dents.  Second period exam
will begin at 8:35.  For students
with first periods, the last class
of this semester is Tuesday.
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How Leon Celebrates the Spirit of Giving
By Kany Aziz
Hill Top Writer

Charities can be con-
ducted in many different ways.
They can be as small as a smile,
brightening someone’s bad
day, or as big as a thousand
dollar check. The time of giv-
ing should be year round. How-
ever, people try to make the
holidays a bit more special.
Leon is no exception. Several
clubs at Leon have their own
programs for the season of giv-
ing.

Anchor, one of the
service clubs, has already do-
nated two hundred dollars to
Second Harvest, a food bank
that supplies the entire Big
Bend area in need. They have
also collected cans for them.

In addition, Anchor
has adopted two families
through the Refuge House, a
shelter for battered women.
The anonymous families make
lists of what they want for the
holidays. Anchor has bought
items such as rollerskates and
bikes for their families.

The Student Govern-
ment Association (SGA) ran
the “Can the Principal” charity

at Leon. Students were asked
to bring cans to school, and
then the cans were put in the
principal’s office. This year’s
can total reached well over
6,500, filling Mrs. Hall’s office
to the brim.

SGA also dedicated a
week to Rape Awareness.
Students donated clothing and
other needed things, and put-
ting them in boxes in their third
period classrooms.

The Key Club will be
volunteering as the Santa
Claus bell-ringers at Publix and
with the Giving Tree associa-
tion. They are also volunteer-
ing at FunStation with the
Boys and Girls club for a holi-
day party, and will be shop-
ping with needy children one
Saturday morning for presents.

The Exchangettes
have also organized and done
their part in contributing to the
community. For Tanksgiving,
they made Thanksgiving
Cards to the elderly. They
have also organized a street
clean-up. Similiar to the other
clubs at Leon, the
Exchangettes have also
adopted a family for the holi-

days. They are donating Leon
High logo shirts to the cafete-
ria and custodian ladies. Dur-
ing the spring, they will attend
the Relay for Life. The
Exchangettes webpage will
soon be hosted on the Leon
homepage.

The Leon Chorus
Department is collecting cloth-

ing items, in good condition,
to send to the high school stu-
dents in Pensicola, Florida. Dr.
Judy Arthur, one of Leon’s
choral directors, went to a
workshop with the kids that go
to the three public high schools
in Pensicola. “These kids have
lost everything, its all we can
do to help” said Dr. Arthur.

They will be excepting any ar-
ticles of clothing from now until
the end of January. “We really
want to give them ‘hip’
clothes, thing people this age
would wear” added Arthur.

The donations made
by students go to families
around Tallahassee and even
out of town benefit from the
generosity of students’ giving.

 EXAM SCHEDULE
Monday, December 13: Normal School Day

Tuesday, December 14:
7:30-9:20 First period exam
9:30-10:05 Second period
10:11-10:49 Third period
10:55-11:30                   Fourth period
Resume regular bell schedule

Wednesday, December 15:
8:35-10:25 Second period exam
10:25-10:35 Break
10:35-12:25 Third period exam
12:25-1:05 Lunch
1:10-2:00 Fourth period
2:05-2:58 Fifth period

Thursday, December 16:
8:35-10:25 Fourth period exam
10:25-10:35 Break
10:35-12:25 Fifth period exam
12:25-1:05 Lunch
1:10-2:00 Sixth period
2:05-2:58 Seventh period

Friday, December 17:
8:35-10:25 Sixth period exam
10:30-10:35 Break
10:35-12:25 Seventh period exam

During exam week, students
will not have to attend first
period.  Third period exam will
begin at 10:35.  In previous
years, students have always
been permitted to leave after
taking exams, or not come to
school at all if they are exempt
from an exam.  This year, how-
ever, students must come back
to attend fourth and fifth pe-
riod on Wednesday, and sixth
and seventh period on Thurs-
day, each lasting for regular
class times.

These classes will serve
as a review for the exams the
next day.  Thurday will follow
the same schedule as Wednes-
day, but with fourth and fifth
period exams being taken.
Friday, six and seventh period
exams will be taken, and then
students are permitted to leave
for the day.  Second semester
the same schedule will ensue.
However, for those seniors
who have the priviledge of ex-
empting all exams, you don’t
have to come to school at all
on exam days.  If underclass-
men are exempt from a non-
core-related exam on
Wednesday or Thursday,
attendence for the latter half of
the day is still required.

“No one really wants to

come back, but it’s the only
way to make up the days.  As
much as I hate it, it’s better
than docking days off of

Christmas or suummer, or
missing part of Spring Break,”
said senior Kelli Chaviano.

Mrs. Hall in her office being “canned”.
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      Thomasvi l le’s Historical Victorian Christmas
Thomasville is an
e x t r a o r d i n a r i l y
historical town,
especially around the
holidays. The town
holds a celebration in
honor of the old time
Victorian History that
the town posses. The
celebration has
duration of 2 days.

By Caitlin Gillmore
Hill Top Sports Editor

For the past 18
years Thomasville,
Georgia has held a
downtown Victorian
Christmas. This cel-
ebration takes exhibi-
tors way back in time,
to the Victorian era.
The celebration was
originally started to
bring after hours shop-
ping to downtown
Thomasville, but it

eventually grew into a
tradition that many
families and couple
enjoy together annu-
ally.

 “The Victorian
Christmas is a great
place for families to
spend quality time to-
gether before the holi-
days and plus there is
always great shop-
ping!” said sophomore
Tennille Johnson.

The entertain-
ment attractions in-
clude: Emperor Dark’s
Traveling Side Show
Circus, Victorian-era
humorist Mark Twain
(reinactment), the
Sweet Adeline’s bar-
bershop quartet (a
combination of 4
lovely voices with old
Christmas carols), the
Silent Singers, Jim

Guys seem to be more
concerned about their
hair these days than in
the past.  Some are
partial to the longer,
shaggy look. But in
general guys, have
choosen this simpler
look probably due to the
complex spike and gel
style that has almost
passed over.

By Caitlin Gillmore
Hill Top Sports Editor

Over the years fash-
ions and fads have risen
and descended with
those fads. Hair styles
are some of the most de-
fined. For example, in
the 60’s guys wore their
hair longer and shaggier
than the guys in the 50’s
did, who wore their hair
neatly cut and combed.
Lately the hairstyle for
teenage boys has taken
two complete extremes.

They seem to either have
their locks long and
messy, or shaved and
clean looking. The most
popular hair trend for the
guys at Leon seems to
be the long and messy
look.

“I like having long
hair, having it makes me
look less geeky,” said
freshmen Michael
Creech.
 Sophomore Miles
Boseman who sports a
trimmed Mohawk said,
“I think guys with long
hair are highly over-
rated.”

The school seems to
all have mixed emotions
about what the cool
length of hair is for guys
these days.

 “I think guys’ wear-
ing their hair longer has
become so popular be-
cause it makes us look

good,” said freshmen
Lukasz Chodyla.
Junior Jonathan Wilmot
said, “I think I wear my
hair long mainly because
it’s easy and it looks
alright.  Also, because I
enjoy trying to look like
a stereotypical hippie/
crazy liberal.”

  Freshmen Rory
McGylnn likes his hair
long becuase it saves
him money by not pay-
ing for a hair cut.

 Guys tend to do
whatever is the easiest
way out of primping.
When deciding on how
to wear and style their
hair, most guys lean to-
wards doing what their
peers seem to bedoing,
and what is easiest and
least expensive for them
to maintain.

“When I get ready
in the morning, it’s just

Hadley—One Man
Band ( of whom plays
multiple instruments
and manages to sing at
the same time), harp-
ist Lauren Fielding, a
Victorian St. Nicho-
las, concert bands
(from the local middle
and high schools),
dancers, acrobats,
church choirs, a guitar
and violin duo, high
school choral groups,
children’s marshmal-
low roast,pet adop-
tions (hosted by the
Humane socitey of
Thomasille), cos-
tumed merchants (lin-
ing the streets trying to
vending to customers),
a street theater,
candlelight tours of the
church , multiple food
options and more.

It is attended by

What’s with all the hair?

A carriage driver takes a couple around downtown
Thomisville, Georgia.

These  freshmen are sporting the new fad.

an estimated 30,000
spectators over the two
evenings that it occurs.
Over 100 stores, con-
sisting of antique and
specialty shops, fine
clothing, and of course
the Kevin’s hunting and
sporting goods, all
open their doors after
hours for this celebra-
tion. Shoppers are the

main population of at-
tendees that go to this
gathering.

This year the Vic-
torian Christmas will
be held  on December
9th & 10th, from 6 p.m
to 10 p.m in downtown
Thomasville. Located
45 miles west of I-75
Northeast of Tallahas-
see.

so much less stress than
freaking out about a
styled haircut,”said
McGlynn.

“I like my hair be-
cause it is a statement
about myself. I like the
way it looks. Not many
people have it, and I hate

getting haircuts,”said
Alex Perny sophomore.

On the outside, guys
act as though it does not
matter. But, all in all,
most guys are alot more
‘huffy’ about their hair
than they are willing to
admit.
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FHSAA issues
warning to
soccer coaches,
players to clean
up their act.

By Elizabeth Nelson
Hill Top Guest Writer

According to
the Florida High School
Athletics Association, if
Florida schools don’t
shape up their soccer
programs, soccer will
soon become an
unsanctioned sport.

Cecelia Jackson,
an assistant athletic di-
rector who represents
Florida soccer pro-
grams, spoke at a dis-
trict-wide meeting last
March.  Jackson told
representatives from all
over the state that if their
soccer programs didn’t
get cleaned up, they
would be unsanctioned.

Last year, soccer
ejections (kicking play-
ers out of the game) for
the state were more than
all the other FHSAA-
sanctioned sports com-
bined.

The problem was
most serious in South
Florida, where the popu-
lation of foreigners is
larger.  In this region, the
standard of behavior is
different.  It’s more ag-
gressive.

Mark Feely, the
athletic director at Leon,
has faith in Leon’s soc-
cer programs.

“I don’t think
we’re as bad as others
in the state, but we will
be held accountable,”
Feely said.

Last year, Leon’s
girls soccer program
was ranked  first in the
state.  The boys pro-
gram was fourth and the
program overall was
ranked third.

Feely has told his
players that all eyes are
on them.

But Feely doesn’t
believe that the players
are the only ones to
blame.  According to
him, some of problems
start in the stands, where
fans start verbally abus-
ing the opposing team.

Feely wants to set
a higher standard for the
fans and develop a posi-
tive attitude on the field.

“We’re better than
that,” Feely said about
the abusive chants.

Boys soccer sets sights on winning state title
After getting to the state
semifinals six times, the
Lions are ready to go to
the next level and win it
all.

By Sam Holister
Hill Top Guest Writer

Expectations are high as
Leon gets a new soccer sea-
son under way.

“I’m ready to win (a)
state (championship),” Leon
varsity head coach Allan Rice
said.

Under Rice, the Lions
have been to the State Final
Four six times in his 12-year
career. But they haven’t won
a state title since 1988.

Although the Lions lost
several key players, including
standout midfielder Ricky Mo-
rales, they return five seniors
to the starting lineup.

Morales, who won Big
Bend Player of the Year hon-
ors, led last year’s team to a
14-6-4 record and a Final Four
appearance.

Although expectations
are running high, many of this
year’s starters are underclass-
men.

“Our sophomore class
should make a big impact,”
Rice said. “We have about four
or five that will start, depend-
ing on the formation I decide to
use.”

Leon faces a tough
schedule and could face highly
regarded rival Lincoln as many
as eight times. The Lions and
Trojans, who already met dur-
ing the preseason, will face one
another during the regular sea-
son and in tournament action.
The two powers could also col-
lide in the postseason.

Rice, who teaches
Honors Chemistry, TCC
Oceanography and TCC Envi-
ronmental Science at Leon, is
confident despite the challeng-
ing schedule.

“Our skill level is re-
ally good this year,” Rice said.
“This may be one of the best
teams, if not the best, that I’ve
coached here.”

He did have a few
concerns, however.

“My only worry is
whether or not we have the
physicalness and the maturity
to compete,” Rice said.

He described this
year’s team as “youngish.”

“We can’t panic if we
get behind in a game,” Rice
said.

Among the returning
starters are goalie Brandon
Clark, defender Brandon Jones,
midfielder Craig Costigan, for-
ward Trey Johansen and
midfielder Hugo Mio.

Other seniors expected
to make big contributions are
defender Marhsall Hunt, de-
fender Dave Berry and

midfielder David Gomez.
Although the Florida

High School Athletic Associa-
tion has threatened to discon-
tinue high school soccer due to
excessive ejections and fan
behavior, Rice does not believe
that there will be much of an
impact in this area.

“I still get harassed
(by fans) every once in a while
during games, but it doesn’t
really bother me,” Rice said.

Leon only received
one red card last season, ac-
cording to Rice.

“They (the FHSAA)
are just making a big deal out
of nothing,” Leon assistant
coach Debbie Rice said.

One official said the
high level of play may have

something to do with the higher
number of ejections.

“Players in Florida
have gotten a lot more skilled
over the last few years,” the
official said. “So sometimes
they have to go to the extent of
fouling somebody in order to
compete with the players of
higher skill levels.”

Rice, who was the
Florida Athletic Coaches
Association’s Class 5A Coach
of the Year during his second
season at Leon, is intent on
adding a state championship to
his list of impressive achieve-
ments.

With the amount of
young and talented players on
the team, he believes that this
is the year that they can bring

Leon girls soccer also has unfinished business
Veteran Lady Lions, led
by seniors Anna Wells,
Emily Wood, and Lura
Carter, know that now
is the time to shine.

By Karin Devick
Hill Top Guest Writer

The Leon girls’ varsity soc-
cer team advanced to the state
championship semifinals last sea-
son and they have their sights
set on making a return appear-
ance at the end of this season.

“The girls are striving to
go back to state to finish what
they did not accomplish last
year,” Leon assistant coach Nick
O’Sullivan said.

With the loss of only one
starter, the lofty expectations
seem attainable. The Lions re-
turn eight seniors, including six
of whom are starters.

“Having so many seniors
gives our team the leadership it
needs to become more unified,”

junior Julia Luongo said.
Returning key players this

season include captains Emily
Wood, Lura Carter and Anna
Wells. All three players made the
2004 all-Big Bend soccer team.

The Lady Lions are under
the direction of head coach
Linda O’Sullivan. She is assisted
by Nick O’Sullivan and first-
year coach April Murphy, who
enjoyed an oustanding playing
career at Florida State Univer-
sity.

The Lions have a reputa-
tion to live up to this season and
it has led them to work harder.

“Since the end of last sea-
son, I have noticed a great sense
of competitiveness among our
team, even during practice,” jun-
ior Bekki Hagerman said.

The expectations are high
this year and players have been
forced to work harder to earn a
position.

Last year the Lions went
20-5-3 with 17 shutouts by
Wells in goal. Wells now has

Leon High
S c h o o l ’ s
s h u t o u t
record. She
has also been
awarded the
W e n d y ’ s
H e i s m a n
A w a r d ,
which is given
to one female
athlete in the
school.

W i t h
Wells in the
goal and a
strong pres-
ence of some
of Leon
County’s elite
athletes on the
field, the Li-
ons believe
that this is their year for a state
championship.

The team has spent the
past two years building a strong
foundation and this is the sea-
son to demonstrate its growth.

With over one-third of the
team graduating, the players say
they are determined to send the
seniors off with something
worth remembering.

Sophomore Luke Clary

Senior Emily Wood
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 Leon’s versatile senior
performer has been
getting phone calls from
as many as 18 coaches
since the recruiting
process begain in
September

By Sam Hollister
Hill Top Guest Writer

Leon wide receiver T.J.
Williams recently completed a
highly successful senior  sea-
son, but his football career is
far  from over.

The Lions’ three-year
starter has received scholar-
ship offers from 18 colleges.

Thus  far, the versatile
performer has narrowed his
choices to six schools, with
Clemson and Florda State
leading the way.

Williams said that since
Sept. 1 recruiters from all over
the country have called him on
a regular basis.

Although the Feb. 5 sign-
ing day is still a few months
away, Williams said he does

not plan on committingt to any
one school.

The 6-foot-2, 180-
pound Williams has been the
focus of many schools because
of his blazing 4.34-second
speed in the 40-yard dash, as
well as his ability to make big
plays.

In addition to playing
wide receiver, Williams also
made major contributions at
defensive back, kick returner
and punt returner.

“Choosing a college and
a college choosing you is
somewhat like a marriage,”
Leon varsity football coach
Wade Rollinson said. “There’s
a recruiting part that’s almost
like a honeymoon and then
there’s the marriage part I
think he’ll have a good expe-
rience wherever he’s comfort-
able.”

Williams fit perfectly into
Leon’s offense, which forced
opponents to put extra play-
ers on the line of scrimmage
to stop Gavin Grigg’s power-
ful running

This concern with Grigg

allowed Williams to often get
one-on-one coverage, which
set up his big-play capability.

“I had a degree of com-
fort because I knew Gavin
would bring his shoulder pads
and play hard,” said Rollinson,
who was named District
Coach of the Year. “And I
knew T.J. would play hard. I
was glad both of them were
on our side.”

Williams was also a team
captain.

“I think he learned to
lead by example,” Rollinson
said.

Williams, the 39th-
ranked receiver in the nation
by Rivals.com, has “grown
up,” according to Rollinson.

In one of Williams’ best
games of his career, he caught
five passes for 159 yards and
two touchdowns against
Mosley, and also added two
interceptions and seven tack-
les on defense.

Despite his excellent
peformance, Williams is al-
ways finding ways to improve.
“Our goals was to get better

every week,” Williams said.
Always leading by ex-

ample, Williams arguably
bested his Mosley game the
next week againt Rickards, the
last game of the regular sea-
son.

He returned two kickoffs
for touchdowns and also

College recruiters hounding T.J. Williams

Lions enjoy outstanding success during fall sports seasons
Golf, vollyball win
district titles to headline
strong performances
overall.

Leon sports had a suc-
cessful fall season as foot-
ball, volleyball, cross
country, swimming and
golf all advanced to re-
gional action.

 Football made it all
the way to the regional
semifinals and finished the
season with an 8-3 record.

Volleyball lost in its
regional final to eventual
state champion Gainesville
Eastside 15-25, 23-25, 11-
25.

Golf lost at its re-
gional tournament under
difficult conditions and
against amazing competi-
tion.

Cross Country had
players who made it past
their district competition
to compete at the regional

By Brad Williams
Hill Top Guest Writer

level. The boys swim team
placed fourth overall at the
state meet, while the girls
ended up 26th.

FOOTBALL
Football ended the

season by winning six
straight games, including
victories over Chiles and
Gainesville Eastside, be-
fore losing to Fort Walton
Beach in the regional fi-
nals, 41-7.

Once again, T.J. Will-
iams and Gavin Grigg led
the way for the Lions as
Grigg finished the season
with over 1,400 yards
rushing and 15 touch-
downs. Williams finished
with over 800 yards receiv-
ing and 11 touchdowns, in-
cluding several kickoff re-
turns for TDs.

“T.J. stepped up in the
big games at the end of the
season,” Leon head coach
Wade Rollinson said.
“That is the sign of a Divi-
sion I-A football player.”

Rollinson was

pleased with his inaugural
season and felt that the
team played up to its po-
tential.

“I am satisfied with
the entire season and am
looking forward to next
year,” Rollinson said.  “We
lose significant starters,
but we still have many ca-
pable, experienced play-
ers.”

VOLLEYBALL
The girls’ volleyball

team was not expected to
even get past its district
tournament, but it ad-
vanced all the way to the
regional finals. The team
finished with a 13-10 regu-
lar-season record, but
went 4-1 in post-season
play..

“I am pleased with the
way we finished up, and
that’s a tribute to the kids,”
Leon head coach Joy
Becker said.  “This team
never gave up no matter
what was thrown at them.”

The team will lose

only three graduating se-
niors. What’s more, there
are 10 returners and a ris-
ing junior varsity team
which is stacked with po-
tential.

CROSS COUNTRY
Seniors Richard

Dolly, Elliott  Hawkes and
Meghan Scott led the
cross country team,
coached by Allison Eagen,
into regional competition.
Despite a gritty effort, the
Lions failed to advance to
the state meet.

SWIMMING
In swimming action at

the state meet, Eric
Shrestha placed first in the
500 free, fifth in the 200
free, and fourth in the 400
free relay.

Fellow teammate Joe
Ziegler placed second in
the 200 IM, second in the
100 back, and fourth in the
400 free relay.  On the girls
side, Anja Buehner placed
sixth in the 500 free and
Jaimie Kail took eighth in
the 50 free.

Football star T.J. Williams

caught the winning score in a
46-40 win.

“I think he’s a threat ev-
ery game,” Rollinson said.

And, obviously, many
college football coaches
around the country think so,
too.
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Leon’s Grayer
considered one of
Big Bend’s best

By  Elizabeth Nelson
Hill Top Guest Writer

Last season, Kevin
Grayer did something that
no basketball player at
Leon had

ever done _ lead the
Lions in both scoring and
assists.

The 6-foot-2 small
forward averaged 18.8
points and 4.2 assists per
game, and

he’ll be expected to
do more of the same this
season as the Lions attempt
to win

a district title and ad-
vance well into the playoffs.

“Kevin is a great,
great shooter,” Leon coach
Sam Striplin said. “A lot of

people believe he is
the best high school player
in town this year.”

Grayer doesn’t
mind the pressure that might
accompany such high ex-
pectations.

“If the ball is in my
hands, I think we’re in a
better place,” he said.

Grayer, 17, has
made the sport of basket-
ball his life. He’s been play-
ing for 12

years, including the
last four at Leon. He prac-
tices every day for at least
two

hours and tries to
take between

“It’s hard to think
of what I would do without
basketball,” Grayer said. “I

love it so much.”
Striplin isn’t the

only one who thinks Grayer
is a special talent. Iowa State

and Idaho have of-
fered him partial scholar-
ships and Eastern Illinois is
prepared

to offer him a full ride.
The senior has

basketball running through
his bloodlines. His father,
Jeff

Grayer, was a star at
Iowa State and later played
10 seasons in the National

Basketball Associa-
tion for the Milwaukee
Bucks, Golden State War-
riors and

Sacramento Kings.
During the course

of his father’s NBA career,
Kevin met such famous
stars as

Scottie Pippen and
Grant Hill. The elder Grayer
currently owns a Continen-
tal

Basketball Associa-
tion team in Michigan.

Kevin, his mother
and his four siblings moved
to Tallahassee from Chi-
cago in

1998. The move was
very difficult for Grayer, but
playing basketball for hours

on end helped
smooth the transition.

With four returning
starters, Lions hope to
win distict title and
exceed last seasons 21-
win total.

By Tom Postma
Hill Top Guest Writer

Led by returning starters
Kevin Grayer, Jeremy Moss,
Chris Rayam and Griffin
Kolchakian, the Leon boys’
basketball team has high hopes
for the 2004-05 season.

The Lions have their
sights set on exceeding last
year’s squad, which compiled
a record of 21-7 and advanced
to the regional quarterfinals.
They finished second in the dis-
trict, losing to Rickards in the
championship game by eight.

With the departure of
senior Dante Davis, David
Chrisman will step up and start
in his spot.

 “David brings good
size,” Leon boys’ basketball

coach Sam Striplin said. “He’s
6-foot-4 and a very versatile
player. He can play in and out.
He can play the front-court
positions, and some in the
back-court.”

This year’s team is full of
seniors who want this season
to be spectacular.

“I think we’ll have a
good season,” Striplin said.
“We’ve got a senior squad and
we are playing in some good
tournaments this year.”

The team will not be sat-
isfied without establishing itself
as the best team in the city.

“We need to get out
of our district,” Striplin said.
“Winning districts and playing
tough is always our number
one goal.”

But in order to achieve
those goals, the team has to
work together and play like a
cohesive unit.

 “As a team, we get
along very well,” Grayer said.

Grayer leads a senior

squad and will be one of the
players put into the driver’s
seat this season.

 “The ball is in my hands
a lot,” Grayer said.  “I’m a
leader of  the team. I need to
make sure that everybody
does their part.”

Grayer led the team last
year with 18.8 points per
game, 4.2 assists per game

and 2.2 steals per game.
Grayer went down in

the Leon record books as the
only player to ever lead the
team in scoring and assists for
the season.

 “Kevin seems to play
the game at a different speed
than everyone else,” Striplin
said. “He’s always in the right
position.”

Boys basketball looks to get to the next level

Lady Lions expect to make championship run
By Carissa Harris
Hill Top Guest Writer

This year, the Lions’ girls
basketball team will be trying
to make it past the

regional semifinals, where
it fell to Pensacola-Woodham
last year. Head coach

Aldolph Hicks expects
his Lions to make it to at least
the state championship’s

Final Four.
First-year assistant

head coach Tracy Knight
agrees with Hicks’ expectation
of

the Lions, but she feels
the chemistry of the team must
first come together.

The Lions only lost
one key player from last year,
Sherika Johnson, who is now

playing college basket-
ball.

Fortunately, the Lions’
starting five consists of
rebounders, ball-handlers and

two nationally-ranked
post players.

At the guard positions
are two freshmen, Whitney
Kelly and Jennifer Trowers. At

the forward positions are
Tara Vaughn and Amber Hall,
leaving Shawn Goff at

center.
Hall and Goff give a

coach the whole package with
a desire and love for the

game.
“In all of my career,”

Hicks said, “I’ve never had girl
student-athletes who

were 6-foot-2 or bigger,
who could handle the ball, had
good foot work and who

understood the game.
[Hall and Goff] are like
coaches on the court.”

Hicks expects Kelly
and Trowers to make an im-
mediate impact.

Hicks said that
Trowers is a big point guard
with excellent ball-handling

skills. Kelly has speed
and a desire to put the ball in
the basket.

In addition to Trowers
and Kelly, he expects Katia
Wilson and Katie Johnson to

show their stuff.
Before Nov. 13, the

Lions had five returning play-
ers, including four seniors,

to make a run for the
state title.The ladies didn’t ex-
pect to lose one of their

main ball-handlers and a
leader, Melva Ford.

On Nov. 13, early
Saturday morning, Ford was
involved in a devastasting

automobile accident
along with her boyfriend, Chris

Rayam. Her car was
sideswiped by a hit-and-

run driver.
Ford suffered numer-

ous injuries to her head, but
she is expected to return by

mid-December.
This shocker will

force the Lady Lions, more
than ever before, to come

toghether as a team.
Hicks expects a lot

out of his three returning se-
niors: Vaughn, Goff and Hall.

All in all, he wants
them to be role models for the
younger girls. Hicks

expects them to come
through for the team in differ-
ent situations.

In Hicks’ eyes, Hall
and Goff should be blocking
shots. Vaughn should be

rebounding and scoring.
They all should be leaders.

Team ball is the main
ingredient for the Lions’ suc-
cessful season.

With an up-tempo of-
fense, the players will have to
know each other. Hall, Goff

and Hicks all mentioned
the word “team” when they
talked about a successful

season.
Goff and Hall both

defined a successful season as
being undefeated and the

state champs.
But how will they get

there?
“Team unity,” Goff

said.
“Motivating each

other and playing team ball,”
Hall said.

In addition to team
ball, Hicks believes “defense
wins championships.”

Earlier this year, Hall
and Goff were surrounded by
friends, teammates and

family on signing day.
Goff signed with Mis-

sissippi. She said she chose
Ole Miss because she liked the

campus and the environ-
ment of the school.

Hall signed with Vir-
ginia Tech. Hall chose Tech
because she felt she could

really contribute to the
team and they had good
coaching.

Now that the ladies
are finished with the recruiting
process, they can focus on

their senior season and
helping their team.

This year, the Lions
have a little adversity on their
backs. To prosper in the

face of that adversity,
these talented group of girls are
going to have to be a

“team.”

Leon basketball reaches for higher goals in 2004-05
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S w i m  t e a m  b a s k s  i n  p o o l  o f  g l o r y
This year’s Swimming
and Diving eam has
proved themselves,
continung a tradition of
excellence.

  Since receiving a
DUI early November,
aquatic phenomenon
Michael Phelps may have
lost some of the recently
gained admiration he con-
tributed to his often over-
looked sport. In years to
come, the swimming
world may be looking for
new athletes to build a
wholesome, healthy im-
age for the sport. Will
Leon’s swimmers be
among them?

It is very possible.
Capturing both the Dis-
trict and City titles,
Leon’s Swimming and
Diving team has made a
strong statement this
year. The team was led
by captains Eric Shrestha,
Adam Straubinger, Mary
Masterton, and Katie
Morgan, along with
coach Dana Moxley and
assistant coaches Katie
Watt, and Darla
Woodring.

By Emily Woodruff
HillTop Features Editor

Senior Eric Shrestha swims the butterfly at a relay meet.

The 2004-2005 Leon Swimming and Diving team

Saphire Hinson swimming butterfly.

The season began
strong, with the team
winning the ATAC relay
jamboree. From there,
the boys remained
undefeated, losing only
to Chiles in a dual meet.

Dive Team
Contributes

An integral part of
these victories lies in the
often-unrecognized Leon
Dive team. Many stu-
dents may be unaware
that Leon even has one,
but those on the swim
team are certainly con-
scious of their presence.

“Without the divers’
contributions to our
score, we wouldn’t have
beat Chiles at Districts,”
said Straubinger.

The team consists of
senior Peter van de
Burgh and freshman
Nick Atteridge. Both are
first year divers for Leon.

van de Burgh first
became interested when
a friend on the swim
team approached him
about becoming a mem-
ber of the dive team. A
trained gymnast for the
past 13 years, van de
Burgh agreed.

“I was told divers
can make a difference in
swimming scores, and
diving is related to gym-
nastics, so I decided to
join,” said van de Burgh

Atteridge placed
sixth at District competi-
tion, and van de Burgh
placed fifth.

Leon’s All Big Bend
Swimmers

Leon boasts four All
Big Bend Swimmers this
year. Jamie Kail, Anja
Buehner, Eric Shrestha,
and Joe Ziegler all were
nominated and chosen
among the area’s most
competitive swimmers.
Shrestha also won the
title of All Big Bend
Swimmer of the Year.

Junior Jamie Kail
has done well this year,
placing 8th in the 50
freestyle at state, with a
time of 25.23.

Freshman Anja
Buehner was given the
honor of All Big Bend
swimmer in only her first
year of high school
swimming. Buehner
placed 6th in the 500 free
at state, with a time of
5:09.60and also broke
the 500 freestyle school

record.
Shrestha

w a l k e d
away from

this year’s season with a
state title in the 500 free,
his second consecutive
win at state, with a time
of 4:33.05. The event he
won last year, the 200
free, he placed a fifth,
which partly may have
been due to a goggle mis-
h a p .
“I was mad because my
goggles leaked during my
200, so it really motivated
me to push myself in the
500,” said Shrestha.
Shrestha is now contem-
plating his future in swim-

ming. At the college level,
he is looking into teams
at University of Florida,
Florida State University,
North Carolina State at
Chapel Hill, And Ohio
State.

Promising freshman
Joe Ziegler was runner-
up in both the 200 indi-
vidual medley and 100
backstroke, with times of
1:53.33 and 52.36, re-
spectively. He also broke
a school record this year
in the 100 backstroke.
“Joe has the potential, if

he keeps his head in the
game, to become the
best swimmer ever out
of the big bend,” said
Coach Moxley.

Freshman Fran-
cisco Birk placed 8th in
100 butterfly with a
time of 53:67.

Shrestha, Ziegler,
and Birk, assisted by
junior Chris Emmanuel,
secured a fourth place
finish both for their 400
freestyle relay and for
the overall boys’ team.
The girls’ team also did
well, placing a respect-
able 26th.

Other state qualifi-
ers include Kevin Yon,
Saphire Hinson, Jenny

Lieb, and Eva Moye.
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